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BOOK OF 


PSALM I. 


1 The happiness of the godly. 4 The unhappiness of 
the ungodly. 


Beeseer ts the man that walketh 
not* in the counsel of the * ungodly, 
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor 
sitteth® in the seat of the scornful: 

2 But his ‘delight zs in the law of the 
Lorp; and in his “law doth he meditate 
day and night. 

3 And he shall be liké a ¢tree planted 
by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth 
his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall 
not twither; and whatsoever he doeth 
shall prosper. 

4 The ungodly are not so: but are like 
the ‘chaff which the wind driveth away. 

5 Therefore the ungodly shall not&stand 
in the judgment, nor sinners in the con- 
gregation of the righteous. 

6 For the Lorp "knoweth the way of 
the righteous: but the ‘way of the un- 
godly shall perish. 


THE 


PSALMS. 


PSALM II. 
1 The kingdom of Christ. 10 Kings are exhorted to 


accept it. 
\ HY ido the heathen # rage,‘ and the 
people imagine a vain thing? 

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the Lorn, and against his 'anoint- 
ed, saying, 

3 Let ™us break their bands asunder, 
and cast away their cords from us. 

4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall 
laugh: the Lord shall have them in "de- 
rision. 

5 Then shall he speak unto them in his 
wrath, and |livex them in his sore dis- 
pleasure. 

6 Yet have I *set my °king upon t my 
holy hill of Zion. 

7 I will declare #the decree: the.Lorp 
hath said unto me, ? Thou art my Son; 
this day have I begotten thee. 

8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the 





a Prov. 4:14,15. * Or, wicked. » Jer.15:17. ¢ Job 23:12. 
d Psa. 119:97.- e Jer.17:8 + Heb. fade. f Mat. 3:12. g Mat. 
25:41, 46. b Job 23:10. i Prov.15:9. j Acts 4:25, 26. $ Or, 
tumultuously assemble, k Psa. 46:6. % Heb. meditate. 1 Psa. 


45:7. m Luke 19:14. » Prov.1:26. |{ Or, trouble. * Heb. 
anointed, © Acts5:31. + Heb. Zion the hill of my holiness. TOK; 
Sura. p Mat. 3:17; 17:5; Acts 13:33 





PSALM I. 

1. Walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly; 
does not embrace their principles, adopt their max- 
ims, or encourage their practices. 

2. In the law of the Lord; in learning and 
doing his will. 

3. Like a tree planted by the rivers; his ex- 
cellence, usefulness, and blessedness shall habitu- 
ally increase, and he shall go from one degree of 
holiness to another for ever. Shall prosper; the 
Lord shall bless him in all his ways. 

4. The ungodly ; those who are not governed 
by the will of God. Like the chaff ; worthless ; 
and all their blessings of short continuance. 

5. Not stand ; not be approved, but condemned 
and fens for ever from the righteous. 

6. Knoweth ; sees and approves the course of 
the righteous, and will for ever bless them. The 
way of the ungodly ; leads to destruction. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. All needless intercourse with the wicked should 
be avoided, as it tends to make us more and more 
like them. oat 
___2, Supreme devotion t 

of duty, but of safety, rity, and happiness. 
4. Whatever may be the condition here of those 
who regard not God, they are in pe sight worth- 
aa and A toate being abused, will soon 


6. Th aightteocs and the wicked here live to- 
gether, and are often connected in bonds of social 


is the way not only 






i. 


ae) 





intercourse and affection; but the Lord is perfectly 
acquainted with their different ways, and in the 
future world will make an everlasting separation 
between them. 


PSALM II. 


David was the divinely constituted head of Israel, 
the visible church of God, and was an eminent 
type of Christ. The assaults made upon him by 
the surrounding nations were assaults upon God’s 
church, and his victories over them were victories 
in her behalf; and were also types and pledges of 
the future victories of the Messiah over all his ene- 
mies. The promises contained in this and similar 
psalms were fulfilled in David’s time and person 
only in a lower and imperfect sense. Their high 
ie | absolute fulfilment is in Christ, the everlasting 
King of David's line, who “ must reign till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet.” 1 Cor. 15:25. 

1. The heathen—and the people ; all who are 
opposed to being governed by God and his Son Jesus 
Christ. 


3. Break their bands asunder; refuse to be 
governed by God’s revealed will. 

4. Shall laugh—have them in derision ; shall 
look down from heaven upon them in serene maj- 
esty, unmoved by their impotent malice. 

6 My king; the Messiah, and David as his 
t : 


e. Fi 
5 The decree; constituting Chiist Mediator 
and universal King. Begotten thee; manifested 
thee as the Messiah, ae n of God. ; 


Safety of God’s people. 


heathen for thine inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for thy pos- 
session. 

9 Thou shalt break them with a*rod of 
iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like 
a potter’s vessel. 

10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: 
be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 

11 Serve the Lorp with ° fear, and re- 
joice with trembling. 

12 Kiss “the Son, lest he be angry, and 
ye perish from the way, when his wrath 
is kindled but a little. Blessed are all 
they? that put their trust in him. 


PSALM III. 
The security of God’s protection. 
q A Psalm of David, when he °fied from Absalom 
his son. 
ORD, how are they increased that 
trouble me! many are they that rise 
up against me. 
2 Many there be which say of my soul, 
There‘ is no help for him in God. Selah. 
3 Butthou, O Lorn, art a shield *for me; 
my glory, and the lifter up of my head. 
4 I cried unto the Lorp with my voice, 
and he heard me out of his holy hill. 
Selah. 
5 [laid me down and £ slept; I awaked; 
for the Lorn sustained me. 
6 I "will not be afraid of ten thousands 
of people, that have set themselves against 
me round about. 


PSALM IV. 


His enemies exhorted. 


7 Arise, O Lorp; save me, O my God: 
for thou hast smitten all mine enemies 
upon the cheek bone; thou hast broken 
the teeth of the ungodly. 

8 Salvation ‘belongeth unto the Lorp: 
thy / blessing is upon thy people. Selah. 


PSALM IV. 


1 David prayeth for audience. 2 He reproveth and ex- 
horteth his enemies. 6 Man’s happiness is in God’s 
favor. 


{ To the tchief Musician on Neginoth, A Psalm 
of David. 
EAR me when I eall, O God of my 
righteousness: thou hast enlarged 
me when I was in distress; *have mercy 
upon me, and hear my prayer. 

2 O ye sons of men, how long will ye 
turn my glory into shame? how long will 
ye love vanity, and seek after leasing? 
Selah. 

3 But know that the Lorp hath set 
apart him that is godly for himself: the 
Lorp will hear when I call unto him. 

4 Stand in awe, and sin not: commune 
with your own heart upon your bed, and 
be still. Selah. 

5 Offer the * sacrifices of righteousness, 
and put your trust in the Lorp. 

6 There be many that say, Who will 
show us any good? Lorp, lift thou up 
the light of thy countenance upon us. 

7 Thou hast put gladness in my heart, 
more than in the time that their corn and 
their wine increased. 





a Rev. 2:27. 
e 2Sam. chap. 15-18. 


b Heb. 12:28. ¢ John 5:23. 
f Psa. 71:11. * Or, about. 


d Psalm 84:12. 
g Psa. 127:2. 


h Psa.27:1, etc. i Isa.43:11. j Psa.115:13. f Or, oversecr ; 
Hab. 3:19. +t Or, be gracious unto. k Deut. 33:19. 





9. Them ; his opposers. 

12. Kiss the Son ; submit to, trust in, and obey 
him. Him; the Son of God, the Messiah. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. It is natural for rulers and people, when left 
by God to themselves, to be opposed to his reigning 
in and over them, and to refuse to submit to him as 
their rightful Lord-and King; but their opposition 
will injure themselves only. 

7. The decree which constituted Christ Mediator 
and gave him the ownership of all the earth, as a 
reward for his sufferings unto death, secures the 
salvation of all who submit to and trust in him, and 
renders certain the destruction of all who continue 
to oppose and rebel against him. 


PSALM II. 

1. That riseup against me ; supposed to have 
been written at the time of Absalom’s rebellion. 
28am. ch. 15-18. 

3. Shield ; protection. 

4. His holy hill; alluding to Zion, where God 
dwelt between the cherubim, and whence he is repre- 
sented as sending succor to his servants. Psa. 20:2; 
80:1. Selah; probably a musical pause, with 
which a pause in the sense also usually coincides. 

d. Slept ; in peace and safety. 

6. Iwill not be afraid; because he had God 
for his protector. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The enemies of the righteous may be numer- 
ous, malignant, and powerful, but the Lord will 
take care of his people, and in due time deliver 
them from all their troubles. 
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4. The grand means of deliverance and safety to 
the righteous is prayer; and having committed 
themselves and their cause in humble believing 
supplication to God, they may rest in quietness, 
knowing that he and he only can make them dwell 
in peace. 

§ The people of God know that the Author of 
their salvation is the Lord; they acknowledge him 
as the source of all their blessings, and to him give 


the glory. 
PSALM IV. 

Title, On Neginoth ; that is, on stringed instru- 
ments. Of the titles of the psalms, only a few will 
be noticed of which the meaning is ascertained with 
some degree of certainty. 

2. My glory ; my kingly dignity conferred upon 
me by God. Leasing ; lies. 

3. Set apart him thatis godty ; David doubt- 
less refers immediately to himself, as the anointed 
king of Israel ; but the language applies to all who 
are doing their duty in the sphere to which God has 
called them. 

4. In awe; of God. Be still; quietly submit 
to God. 

6. Any good; real, substantial happiness. 

7. Put gladness in my heart ; through loving, 
trusting in, and obeying God. 

INSTRUCTIONS. + 

1. The gracious answers which God in times 
past has granted to the prayers of his people, en- 
courage them to continue to call upon him, espe- 
cially in distress, expecting that he will hear and 
relieve them. 


ee ae 


- God favoreth not sinners. 


8 I * will both lay me down in peace, 
and sleep: for thou, Lorp, only makest 
me dwell in safety. 


PSALM V. 


1 David prayeth and professeth his constancy in prayer. 

4 God favoreth not the wicked. 4% David, professing 

his faith, prayeth unto God to guide him, 10:to de- 
stroy his enemies, 11 and to preserve the godly. 


G To the chief Musician upon Nehiloth, A Psalm 
of David. 
IVE ear to my words, O Lorn; con- 
sider my meditation. 

2 Hearken unto the voice of my ery, my 
King, and my God: for unto thee will I 
pray. 

3 My voice shalt thou hear in the morn- 
ing, O Lorn; in the morning will I direct 
my prayer unto thee, and will look up. 

4 For thou art not a God that hath 
pleasure in wickedness: neither shallevil 
dwell with thee. 

5 The foolish shall not stand *in thy 
sight: thou hatest all workers of iniquity. 

6 Thou shalt destroy them that speak 
leasing: the Lorn will abhor the t bloody 
and deceitful man. 

7 But as for me, I will come into thy 
house in the multitude of thy mercy: and 
in thy fear will I worship toward ‘thy 
holy temple. 

8 Lead me, O Lorp, in thy righteous- 
ness because of mine enemies; make thy 
way straight before my face. 

9 For there is no |! faithfulness in *their 
mouth; their inward part zs tf very wick- 
edness; their throat zs an open sepulchre ; 
they flatter with their tongue. 

10 Destroy f thou them, O God; let them 

a Psa.3:5. b Hab.1:13. * Heb. before thine eyes. t+ Heb. 
man of blood and deceit. t Heb. the temple of thy holiness. % Heb. 
those which observe me; Psaa.27: 11. || Or, steadfastness. * Heb. 


his, that is, in the mouth of any of them. ft Heb. wickednesses, 
t Or, Make them guilty. Or, from their counsels, ¢ Isa. 65:13, 








4. Acquaintance with one’s own heart is essential 
to a right understanding of our wants as sinners, 
and of the way of life by faith in Jesus Christ. 

6. Satisfying enjoyment can be found only in 
doing the will of ad and in his love. 


PSALM V. 


Title, Upon Nehiloth ; probably wind instru- 
ments of some kin 

; to whom he would ey obedience. 
> not be 
ap Fi ut oad Podeary 

y Thy holy temple ; 
fested presence, 

gS traight; plain. 

9. Their mouth ; the mouth of the enemies of 
God and his truth. Az open toon coy to 
swallow up and destroy. Compare Jer. 

10. Destroy thou them; if they th ot ‘from 
their sins thou wilt destr "them, and all thy peo- 
ple will approve of thy judgments. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Meditation and prayer should be united, and 

es early part of each day spent in communion 
God, and in supplication for his presence and 
Messing i in all its dition and enjoyments. 


the place of God's mani- 


PSALM VI. 








David's complaint in sickness. 


fall §by their own counsels; cast them 
out in the multitude of their transgressions ; 
for they have rebelled against thee. 

11 But ¢ let all those that put their trust 
in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, 
because thou |!defendest them: let them 
also that love thy name be joyful in thee. 

12 For thou, Lorp, wilt bless the right- 
eous ; with favor wilt thou compass him 
as with a shield. 


PSALM VI. 


1 David’s complaint in his sickness. 8 By faith he 
triumpheth over his enemies. 


| To the chief Musician on Neginoth upon *Shem- 
inith,t A Psalm of David. 
LORD, rebuke me not in ®thine an. 
ger, neither chasten me in thy ‘hot 
displeasure. 

2 Havemercy upon me,OLorp; for lam 
weak: O Lorp, heal me; for my & bones 
are vexed. 

3 My soul is also sore vexed: but thou, 
O Lorp, how long? 

4 Return, O Lorn, deliver my soul: oh 
save me for thy »mercies’ sake. 

5 For'in death there is no remembrance 
of thee; in the / grave who shall give thee 
thanks ? 

6 Iam weary with my groaning; tall 
the «night make I my bed to swim; I 
water my couch with my tears. 

7 Mineeyeis consumed because of grief ; 
it waxeth old because of all mine enemies. 

8 Depart ‘from me, all ye workers of 
iniquity; for the Lorp hath ™ heard the 
voice of my weeping. 

9 The Lorp hath heard my supplica- 
tion; the Lorp will receive my prayer. 
16. |] Heb. coverest over, or protectest. * Or, the eighth. 41 Chron. 
LOS 21; Pea. 12, title. e Jer. 10:24. € Psa. 2:5. g Psa. 51:8 


h Eph. 2 7,8. i Isa. 38:18. j Psa. 88:11. For, every. k Job 
733. Pea 1193115; 1849:19, m Psa. 145: 18 








6. To be abhorred by the Lord of hosts is one of 
the greatest evils that can come upon the children 
of men, and one which by repentance of sin and 
faith in Jesus Christ they sh cheat all be most anxious 
to avoid. 

8. When the righteous man is surrounded by 
enemies he has peculiar need of earnest prayer to 
be kept from any false step that shall give them an 
occasion to blaspheme. 

11. Those who have chosen God as their portion, 
and who put their trust in him, have cause for 
habitual and ever-increasing joy. 

PSALM VI. 

1. Rebuke me not in thine anger; while suf- 
fering under great trials. 

2. “My bones ; my whole frame. Are vexed ; 
filled with great distress. 

3. How long? wilt thou continue to afflict me? 

5. For in death there is no remembrance of 
thee; at death all our opportunities of praising God 
on earth cease. 

7. Wazeth old; becomes dim. 

9. Receive my prayer; hear, and answer me in 
mercy. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 
1. The righteous, as well as the wicked, are in 
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David complaineth to God 
PSALM X. 


1 David complaineth to God of the outrage of the wick- 
ed. 12 He prayeth for remedy. 16 He professeth 
his confidence. 


HY standest thou afar off, O Lorn? 
why hidest thou thyself in times of 
trouble ? 

2 The* wicked in his pride doth perse- 
cute the poor: let *them be taken in the 
devices that they have imagined. 

3 For the wicked boasteth of his theart’s 
desire, and ? blesseth the covetous, whom 
the Lorp abhorreth. 

4 The wicked, through the pride of his 
countenance, will not seek after God: 
God$ zs *not in all his thoughts. 

5 His ways are always grievous; thy 
judgments are far above out of his sight: 
as for all his enemies, he puffeth at them. 

6 He hath said in his heart, I shall not be 
moved: for I shall || never be in adversity. 

7 His mouth is full of cursing and * de- 
eeit and fraud: under his tongue 7s mis- 
chief and ft vanity. 

8 He sitteth in the lurking places of the 
villages: in the secret places doth he 
murder the innocent: his eyes fare privily 
set against the poor. 

9 He lieth in wait Ssecretly asa lion in 
his den: he lieth in wait to catch the 
poor: he doth catch the poor, when he 
draweth him into his net. 

10 Hellcroucheth, and humbleth himself, 
that the poor may fall *by his strong ones. 

11 He hath said in his heart, God hath 
forgotten: he °hideth his face; he will 
never see it. 

12 Arise, O Lorn; O God, lift up thy 
hand: forget not the thumble. 

13 Wherefore doth the wicked contemn 
God? he hath said in his heart, Thou 
wilt not require zt. 


PSALM XI. 


against the wicked. 


14 Thou hast seen zt ; for thou behold- 
est mischief and spite, to requite it with 
thy hand: the poor + committeth himself 
unto thee; thou art the helper of the 
fatherless. 

15 Break ‘thou the arm of the wicked 
and the evil man: seek out his wicked- 
ness °ti/l thou find none. 

16 The Lornis ‘King for ever and ever: 
the heathen are perished out of his land. 

17 Lorp, thou hast heard the desire 
of the humble: thou wilt prepare their 
heart, thou wilt cause thine ear to hear: 

18 To "judge the fatherless and the op- 
pressed, that the man of the earth may 
no more |loppress. 


PSALM XI. 


1 David encourageth himself in God against his ene- 
mies. 4 The providence and justice of God. 


4 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 

N the Lorp put I my trust: how say 

ye to my soul, Flee as a bird to your 
mountain? 

2 For lo, the ‘wicked bend their bow, 
they make ready their arrow upon the 
string, that they may * privily shoot at the 
upright in heart. 

3 If the! foundations be destroyed, what 
can the righteous do? 

4 The Lorp js in his holy ‘temple, the 
Lorp’s throne zs in heaven: his eyes be- 
hold, his eyelids try, the children of men. 

5 The Lorp trieth the righteous: but 
the wicked and him that loveth violence 
his soul hateth. 

6 Upon the wicked he shall rain f snares, 
fire! and brimstone, and a ? horrible tem- 
pest: this shall be the portion of their cup. 

7 For the righteous Lorp loveth right- 
eousness; his countenance doth behold 
the upright. 





* Heb. In the pride of the wicked he doth. a Prov.5:22. + Heb. 
soul's, $ Or, the covetous blesseth himself, he get the LORD. 
@ Or, all his thoughts are, There is no God; Psa.l4:1. b Eph. 
2:12. || Heb. unto generation and generation. * Heb. deceits. 
i ‘Or, iniquity. Heb. hide themselves. Heb. in the secret 
places. || Heb. breaketh himself. * Or, into his strong parts. 


e Eccl. 8:11. 7 Or, afflicted. + Heb. cleaveth. 4d Psa. 37:17. 
e 2 Kings, 21:12-15. £1 Tim. 6: 15,16. g Isa. 65:24, Or, es- 
tablish. h Isa. 11:4. || Or, terrify. i Psa. 64:2-4. * Heb. in 
darkness. § 2Tim.2:19. k Hab.2:20. ¢ Or, quick-burning coals. 
1 Gen. 19:24, Or, burning. 





of their preparation for heavenly glory, may be given 
to God 

18. The poor and the needy may for a time seem 
to be forgotten, and may be called to exercise long 
patience; but let them trust in the Lord, and in the 
end they will see that they have always been re- 
membered, and their highest hopes will be more 


than realized. 
PSALM X. 
3. The covetous; he who desires earthly good 
pore than the favor of God. 
God ts not; the bbe feel and act as if 
ter were no God. Ver. 1 
0. By his strong ones ; oo by his strong 
limbs or jaws, the enemy being compared to a lurk- 
ing lion. 
45. Till thou jind none; that remains unpun- 
ished. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 
4. Pride leads the wicked to forsake God, and to 
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act as if he had no existence, and as if no one would 
ever call them to an account for their sins. 

12. God is perfectly acquainted with the doings 
both of the righteous and the wicked, and in due 
time will appear and render to all according to 


their works. 
PSALM XI. 


1. Ye; those who had not confidence in God. 

3. The foundations ; of social order, truth, and 

iety. 
z 4. ” ws eyelids try ; he sees the whole conduct 
of men, and will protect and save his friends and 
destroy his enemies. The psalmist’s reply tc his 
unbelieving friends. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Without firm confidence in God a man will be 
liable to desert the post of duty, and expose himself 
to the rebukes of the Almighty, and to the triumphs 
of his foes. 

4. However adverse may be the present state of 








Justice of God. 
PSALM XII. 


1 David destitute of human comfort, craveth help of 
God. He comforteth himself with God’s judg- 
ments on the wicked; his confidence in God’s prom- 
ises. 


‘] To the chief Musician upon *Sheminith, 
A Psalm of David. 


HE: Lorn; for the godly man ceas- 
eth; for the faithful fail from among 
the children of men. 

2 They speak vanity every one with 
his neighbor: with flattering lips and with 
a tdouble heart do they speak. 

3 The Lorp shall cut off all flattering 
lips, and the tongue that speaketh ? proud 
things :* 

4 Who have said, With our tongue will 
we prevail; our lips are Sour own: who 
ts lord over us? 

5 For the oppression of the poor, for the 
sighing of the needy, now will I arise, 
saith the Lorn; I will set him in safety 
from him that | puffeth at him. 

6 The words of the Lorp are» pure 
words: as silver tried in a furnace of 
earth, purified seven times. 

7 Thou shalt keep them, O Lorn, thou 
shalt preserve *them from this generation 
for ever. 

8 The wicked walk on every side, 
when the vilest f men are exalted. 


PSALM XIII. 


1 David complaineth of delay in help. 3 He prayeth 
for preventing grace. 5 He boasteth of divine mercy. 


J To the #chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 
OW long wilt thou forget me, O 
Lorp? for ever? how long wilt thou 
hide* thy face from me? 


PSALM XIV. 


Folly of sinners. 


2 How long shall I take counsel in my 
soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? 
how long shall mine enemy be exalted 
over me? 

3 Consider and hear me, O Lorp my 
God: lighten mine eyes, lest I ‘sleep the 
sleep of death; 

4 Lest mine enemy say, I have pre- 
vailed against him; and those that trouble 
me rejoice when I am moved. 

5 But I have trusted in thy merey ; my 
heart shall rejoice in thy salvation. 

6 I will sing unto the Lorp, because he 
hath dealt bountifully with me. 


PSALM XIV. 


1 David describeth the corruption of wicked men. 4 He 
convinceth the wicked by the light of their conscience. 
7 He glorieth in the salvation of God. 


4] To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 
HE fool hath said in his heart, There 
ts no God. They are corrupt, they 

have done abominable works, there is 
none that doeth good. 

2 The Lorp looked down from heaven 
upon the children of men, to see if there 
were any that did understand, and seek 
God. 

3 They are all gone aside, they are all 
together become Sfilthy: there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one. 

4 Have all the workers of iniquity no 
knowledge? who eat up my people as they 
eat bread, and call not upon the Lorn. 

5 There | were they in great °fear: for 
God ts in the generation of the righteous. 

6 Ye have shamed the counsel of the 
poor, because the Lorn is his refuge. 





* Or, the eighth; Psa. 6, title. + Heb. a heart and a heart. 
t Heb. great. a 1Sam.2:3; Dan.7:8,25. % Heb. withus. |] Or, 
would ensnare him. » Psa.i19:140. * Heb. him; that is, every 


one 
88: 
Sear. 


of them. + Heb. of the sons of men. tf Or, overseer. c¢ Psa. | 
14. d Jer. 51:39. Q Heb. stinking. || Heb. they feared a 
e Psalm 53: 5. : 





the righteous, or 
end of the one wi 
defeat and ruin. 


rosperous that of the wicked, the 
fi be joy and triumph, of the other 


PSALM XII. 


1. The faithful fail ; they are removed by death, 
and others are not raised up to fill their places. 

2. They; the wicked. A double heart; mak- 
ing different representations to different persons, or 
saying one thing and meaning another. 

Our lips are our own ; we will use them es 
we please. 

6. The words of the Lord are pure words ; all 
faithfulness and truth, like pure gold or silver that 
has no dross in it. 

7. Them; the poor and needy. Ver. 5. This 
generation ; the generation of the wicked. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. When pious men die and none are raised up 
to fill their places, but they are succeeded by the 
thoughtless, wicked, and profane, the times look 
dark to the people of God and lead them to cry 
with peculiar earnestness to him for help. 

5. In answer to the prayers of those who cry to 
him, God will arise and plead his own cause, save 
his people from their oppressors, increase the num- 
ber of his friends, and cause them to sing for joy. 





PSALM XIII. 


1. Forget me; forbear to deliver me. 

2. Take counsel in my soul; as to the way 
and means of deliverance from his troubles. 

3. Lighten mine eyes ; remove from them the 
darkness of approaching death. 

4. When Lam moved ; overcome by his enemies. 

6. Dealt bountifully with me ; in delivering him 
from trouble and bestowing upon him his salvation. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The believer may for a time seem to be forgotten, 
and fear that he shall be cast off for ever; but let him 
wait upon God, pleading his promises and trusting 
his grace, and in due time he shall sing of salvation. 

6. In answer to the prayers of his people, God 
not only delivers them from troubles, but often does 
exceeding abundantly above their expectations, 
causing them to rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory. 


PSALM XIV. 
3. Not one; that naturally does any thing spir- 
itually good. 

4, Eat up my people ; plunder and destroy them. 

5. In great fear; of the wrath of God on ac- 

count of their persecution of his people. 
6. Shamed ; held up to contempt. 
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A citizen of Zion. 


7 Oh* that the salvation of Israel were 
come* out of Zion! when the Lorp bring- 
eth back the captivity of his people, Jacob 
shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 


PSALM XV. 
David describeth a citizen of Zion. 
q A Psalm of David. 
ORD, who shall t abide in thy taberna- 
cle? who shall dwellin thy holy hill? 

2 He that walketh uprightly, and work- 
eth righteousness, and speaketh the truth 
in his heart. 

3 He that backbiteth not with his tongue, 
nor doeth evil to his neighbor, nor? taketh 
up a reproach against his neighbor. 

4 In whose eyes a vile person is con- 
temned; but he honoreth them that fear 
the Lorp. He that sweareth to his own 
hurt, and changeth not. 

5 He that putteth not out his money to 
usury,? nor taketh reward against the 
innocent. He that doeth these things 
shall “never be moved. 


PSALM XVI. 


David, in distrust of himself, and hatred of idolatry, 
fleeth to God for preservation. 5 He showeth the 
hope of his calling, of the resurrection, and life ever- 
lasting. 


= 


4 @Michtam of David. 
RESERVE me, O God: for in thee do 
I put my trust. 


PSALM XVI. 


David fleeth wnto God. 


2 O my soul, thou hast said unto the 
Lorp, Thou art my Lord: “my goodness 
extendeth not to thee; 

3 But to the saints that are in the earth, 
and to the *excellent, in whom ts all my 
delight. 

4 Their sorrows shall be multiplied that 
hasten !! after another god; their drink- 
offerings of blood will I not offer, nor take 
up their ‘names into my lips. 

5 The Lorp is the &portion of *mine 
inheritance and of my cup: thou main- 
tainest my lot. 

6 The lines are fallen unto me in pleas- 
ant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage. 

7 I will bless the Lorn, who hath given 
me counsel: my reins also instruct me 
in the night seasons. 

8 I ®have set the Lorp always before 
me: because ‘he is at my right hand, I 
shall not be moved. 

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my 
glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall ft rest 
in hope. 

10 For thou wilt not jleave my soul in 
hell; neither wilt thou suffer thy Holy 
One to see corruption. 

11 Thou wilt show me the ‘path of 
life: in thy presence zs fulness of 'joy ; 
at thy right ™hand there are "pleasures 
for evermore. 





* Heb. Who will give. a Rom. 11:26. 
cetveth, or endureth. b Ezek. 18:8,17; 2 
A golden Psalm; Psa. 66 to60. 4 Job 35:7, 8. 


} Heb. sojourn. t Or, re- 
2elz.. c2imet 1 s10,. o.Or, 
e Mal.3:17. || Or, 


give giftstoanother. f Hos.2:17. g Lam. 3:24. * Heb. my part. 
h Acts 2: 25, etc. i Psa. 73: 23-26. ¢ Heb. dwell confidently. j Acts 
3215.) ke Maty = 14: 


1 Jude24. m Mat. 25:33. nu Psa. 36:8. 





7. Out of Zion; the dwelling-place of God; 

where he manifested his presence. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The man who wishes that there were no God, 
or who feels and acts as if there were none, is in 
the most emphatic sense a fool. 

2. The atheism of the heart is the fruitful source 
of every crime. They who give themselves up to 
the practice of sin, banish the thoughts of God; and 
having done this, have nothing to restrain them from 
every iniquity. 

3. All the good that is done or experienced in 
this apostate world, is the fruit of the grace of God. 
3. bemeuater of God’s people often have fearful 
forebodings of coming wrath. 

6. Though the poor may be derided for their con- 
tidence in God, he will not disappoint them, but in 
due time will appear to their everlasting joy. 


PSALM XV. 
1. In thy holy hill; in the presence of God 


and partake of his salvation. 

2. Walkethuprightly; conducts according to the 
will of God, in sincerity and righteousness and truth. 

3. Backbiteth not—nor doeth evil; does not 
injure another in word or deed. 

4. Vile; wicked. Changeth not; keeps his 
word, though it causes him great sacrifices. 

5. Tousury ; the Hebrew was not allowed to re- 
ceive interest for money lent to his brother Hebrew. 
Ex. 22:25; Lev. 25: 36,37; Deut. 23:19,20. The 
spirit of these words forbids our taking unlawful or 
extravagant pay for the use of money, and requires 
us to employ our property in the service of God and to 
his glory. Reward against the innocent; a bribe 
offered to induce him to condemn the innocent. 
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INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. Sincerity, honesty, and truthfulness in feeling 
and conduct; kindness and benevolence towards 
others; abhorrence of wickedness in every form, 
and delight in the holiness and happiness of them 
that fear and love the Lord; fidelity to all lawful 
engagements, and a disposition to use property in 
relieving the needy and in doing good, are evidences 
of devotion to God and preparation to dwell with 
him in his heavenly kingdom. : 


PSALM XVI. 


2. Extendeth not to; doth not profit. 

4. Their drink-offerings of blood; such as 
were offered to idols. 

6. The lines ; measuring-lines used in the dis- 
tribution of land; put here for the heritage meas- 
ured out by them. Pleasant places ; enlightened 
and blessed with the knowledge of God. 

7. My reins also instruct me; his midnight 
meditations united with the word and providences 
of God in affording him instruction as to his duty. 

9. My glory ; his most geet; spiritual part, 
his soul. My flesh ; his body. 

10. In hell; in the Old Testament the word 
hell is often used for the invisible world, or place 
of the dead, without describing their condition. To 
see corruption ; Christ’s body arose frorn the grave 
without seeing corruption, Acts 2: 25-28, 31; and 
the bodies of believers shall be delivered from cor- 
ruption by virtue of their union with him. ; 

11. Life; the eternal life of both soul and body in 
God’s presence. Christ has received eternal life for 
himself and for all that believe in him. John 14:19. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 
1. Though we cannot, by our best services, merit 








Trust in God’s providence. 
PSALM XVII. 


1 David, in confidence of his integrity, craveth defence 
of God against his enemies. 10 He showeth their 
pride, craft, and eagerness. 18 He prayeth against 
them in confidence of his hope. 


q A Prayer of David. 
‘EAR * the right, O Lorn, attend unto 
my cry; give ear unto my prayer, 
that goeth t not out of feigned lips. 

2 Let my sentence come forth from thy 
presence; let thine eyes behold the things 
that are equal. 

3 Thou hast * proved my heart; thou hast 
visited me in the night; thou hast tried 
me, and shalt find nothing: [am purposed 
that my »mouth shall not transgress. 

4 Concerning the works of men, by the 
word¢ of thy lips I have kept me from the 
paths of the destroyer. 

5 Hold up my goings in thy paths, that 
my footsteps slip not. 

6 I have called upon thee, for thou wilt 
hear me, O God: incline thine ear unto 
me, and hear my speech. 

7 Show thy marvellous loving-kindness, 
O thou that savest Sby thy right hand 
them which put their trust in thee from 
those that rise up against them. 

8 Keep me as the apple of the eye; hide 
me under the shadow of thy wings, 

9 From the wicked that '!oppress me, 
from my *deadly enemies, who compass 
me about. 

10 They are inclosed in their own fat: 
with their mouth they speak proudly. 

11 They have now compassed us in 


PSALM 


XVIII. 


our steps: they have set their eyes bow- 
ing down to the earth; 

12 Like tas a lion that is greedy of his 
prey, and as it were a young lion + lurk- 
ing in secret places. 

13 Arise, O Lorn, § disappoint him, cast 
him down: deliver my soul from the 
wicked |! which is 4thy sword: 

14 From men *which are thy hand, O 
Lorp, from men of the world, which have 
their portion in this ° life, and whose belly 
thou fillest with thy hid treasure: tthey 
are full of children, and leave the rest of 
their substance to their babes. 

15 As for me, I will behold ‘thy face in 
righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when 
I awake, with thy likeness. 


A Psalm of thanksgiving. 


PSA Ea Sv LE. 


David praiseth God for his manifold and marvellous 
essings. 


§ To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, the 
servant ® of the Lorp, who spake unto the Lorp 
the » words of this song in the day that the Lorn 
delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, 
and from the hand of Saul: And he said, 

~ WILL ‘love thee, O Lorp, my strength. 

2 The Lorp is my rock, and my for- 
tress, and my deliverer; my God, my 
strength,#in whom I willtrust; my buck- 
ler, and the horn of my salvation, and 
my high tower. 

3 I will call upon the Lorp, who is 
worthy) to be praised: ‘so shall I be 
saved from mine enemies. 

4 The sorrows of death compassed me, 





* Heb. justice. ft Heb. without lips of deceit, a Psa. 139: 23. 
b Psa.39:1,2; Prov.13:3. ¢ Prov.2:10-15. $ Heb. be not moved. 
% Ur, them which trust in thee from those that rise up against thy 
right hand. || Heb. waste. * Heb. enemies against the soul. + Heb. 
The likeness of him (thut is, of every one of them) is as a lion that 





desireth to raven. t Heb. sitting. Q Heb. prevent his face. || Or, 
bythy. 4 1sa.10:5. * Or,bythy. e Luke 16:25. f Or, their 
childrenarefull. €1Joln3:2. g Psa.36, title. h 2Sam. 22, i1 John 


4:19. $ Heb. rock. j Rev. 5:11-13. k Psa. 60: 15. 





any good at the hand of God, or be profitable to him, 
we may thus benefit ourselves and our fellow-men, 
and if we delight in doing good, especially to the friends 
of God for his sake, we shall have evidence that he 
is our portion and that it will never be taken away. 

7. The meditations of believers, by night and by 
day, concur with the word and the providences of 
God in giving them a knowledge of his will. 

10. The victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over 
death and hell was a victory for himself the head, 
and for his body the church. Because God has 
shown him the path of life, he will show it to them 
also that are united to him by faith. Though their 
bodies go down to the grave, they will not be left 
there for ever. When Christ shall appear the sec- 
ond time, all who have died in Him shall be raised 
up incorruptible and glorious. “For this corrupt- 
ible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must 
put on immortality.” 1 Cor. 15: 52-55. 


PSALM XVI. 


1. Feigned ; insincere. 

3. In the night ; when the mind is free from 
outward occupations, and its true bent is manifested 
most clearly. 

8. As the apple of the eye; in perfect safety. 

10. They are inclosed in their own fat; a 
description of the spiritual hardness and insensibility 
of proud, self-indulgent, and prosperous sinners. 





13. Thy sword; the instrument by which God 
punishes his people. 

14. Hid treasure ; earthly good. 

15. When I awake; in the world to come. 
With thy likeness ; with beholding thy likeness. 
To behold the likeness of God, is to behold God 
himself. So Num. 12:8, where the original word 
is the same. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Sincerity of soul in our prayers is essential to 
acceptance with God. He searches the heart and 
tries the reins of the children of men, and those 
who worship him must worship him in spirit and 
in truth. 

4. The words of the Lord are the great means of 
keeping his people from those paths of iniquity 
which end in ruin. 

8. Confidence in God is the grand means of secu- 
rity, and those who trust in him shall be kept in 
perfect safety. 

15. As the beatific vision of God in heaven is 
reserved for all the righteous, they have no occasion 
to envy rich and prosperous sinners who have their 
portion in this life. Luke 16:25. 


PSALM XVIII. 
This psalm is nearly the same as 2 Sam. ch. 22. 
2. My rock,and my fortress ; source of support 


and security. 
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PSALM 


and the floods of * ungodly men made me 
afraid. 

5 The tsorrows of hell compassed me 
about: the snares of death prevented me. 

6 In my distress I called upon the Lorp, 
and cried unto my God: he heard my 
voice out of his temple, and my cry came 
before *him, even into his ears. 

7 Then the earth shook and trembled; 
the foundations also of the hills moved and 
were shaken, because he was wroth. 

8 There went upasmoke ¢ out of his nos- 
irils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: 
coals were kindled by it. 

9 He * bowed the heavens also, and came 
down: and darkness was under his feet. 

10 And he rode upon a cherub, and did 
fly: yea, he did fly upon the wings of the 
wind. 

11 He made darkness his secret place; 
his °pavilion round about him were dark 
waters and thick ‘clouds of the skies. 

12 Atthe brightness that was before him 
his thick clouds passed, hail-stones and 
coals of fire. 

13 The Lorp also *thundered in the 
heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; 
hail-stones and coals of fire. 

14 Yea, he sent out his arrows, and 
scattered them; and he shot out light- 
nings, and discomfited them. 

15 Then ‘the channels of waters were 
seen, and the foundations of the world 
were discovered at thy rebuke, O Lorp, 
at the blast of the breath of thy nos- 
trils. 

16 He sent from above, he took me, he 
drew me out of 'many waters. 

17 He delivered me from my strong 
enemy, and from them which hated me: 
for they were too strong for me. 

18 They prevented me in the day of my 
calamity: & but the Lorp was my stay. 

19 He brought me forth also into a large 
place; he delivered me, because he de- 
lighted in me. 

20 The Lorp "rewarded me according 
to my righteousness; according to the 
cleanness of my hands hath he recom- 
pensed me. 


David praiseth God 


aw 


XV iii. for mighty -deliverances. 

21 For I have kept the ways of the Lorp, 
and have not wickedly departed from my 
God. 

22 For all his judgments were before me, 
and I did not put away his statutes from 
me. 

23 I was also upright || before him, and 
I kept myself from mine ‘iniquity. 

24 Therefore hath .the Lorp recom- 
pensed me according to my righteousness, 
according to the cleanness of my hands 
in* his eyesight. 

25 With the merciful thou wilt show 
thyself merciful: with an upright man 
thou wilt show thyself upright; 

26 With the pure thou wilt show thy- 
self pure; and with the /froward thou 
wilt tshow thyself froward. 

27 For thou wilt save the afflicted peo- 
ple; but wilt bring down * high looks. 

28 For thou wilt light my #eandle:! the 
Lorp my God will enlighten my dark- 
ness. 

29 For by thee I have Srun through a 
troop; and by my God have I leaped over 
a wall. 

30 As for God, his way zs perfect: the 
word of the Lorp is | tried: ™he 7s a buek- 
ler® to all those that trust in him. 

31 For who is God save the Lorn? or 
who zs a rock save our God? | 

32 It is God °that girdeth me with 
strength, and maketh my way perfect. 

33 He maketh my feet like hinds’ ‘feet, 
and setteth me upon my high places. 

34 He teacheth my hands to war, so 
that a bow of steel is broken by mine 
arms. 

35 Thou hast also given me the shield 
of thy salvation: and thy right hand hath 
holden me up, and * thy gentleness hath 
made me great. 

36 Thou hast enlarged my steps under 
me, that my t feet did not Pslip. 

37 I have pursued mine enemies, and 
overtaken them: neither did I turn again 
till they were consumed. 

38 I have wounded them that they were 
not able to Yrise: they are fallen under 
my feet. 





* Heb. Belial. + Or, cords. a2Chron.30:27. $ Heb. by. b Psa. 
144:5, etc. c¢ Psa,27:5. d Psa.97:2, e 1Sam.7:10. f Psa. 
106:9. % Or,great. g 1Sam.30:6; Psa.3:1-5. h 1Sam 24:17, 
20. || Heb. with. i Psa. 37:27. * Heb. beforehis eyes. j Prov. 


3:34. + Or, wrestle. k Prov.6:16,17. $ Or, lamp; Job29:3. 
1 Prov.20:27. % Or, broken. || Or, refined. m Psa. 12:6. n Prov. 
80:5. 0 2Cor.3:5. * Or, with thy meekness thouhast multiplied 

0. 


me. ft Heb.ancles. p Prov.4:12. q 2Sam. 5:20. 





5. Sorrows of hell; or, as in the margin, cords, 
that is, nets of hell. Snares of death ; nets and 
snares set to take his life. 

9. Bowed the heavens; bent them aside as a 
curtain. 

10. Cherub; the cherubim are represented as 
the bearers of God's throne, Ezek. chap. 10. 

12. Coals of fire ; lightnings. Ver. 14. 

15. Channels of waters—foundations of the 
world ; the deep abysses of the sea. These are 
made bare by the convulsions of nature. 

674 





16. Many waters ; numerous and great troubles. 

18. Prevented me; thrust themselves before me _ 
and intercepted my escape. : 

26. Show thyself froward; be opposed to those 
who oppose thee. : 

28. Light my candle ; 
ness. 

30. Buckler; shield, protection. 

33. Like hinds’ feet; swift and surefooted. 
Upon my high places ; where Iam safe from my 
enemies. 


granthim light in dark- 








“ee 








_ Mine enemies; that I might destroy them 


For thou last girded me with 
zth unto the battle: thou hast *sub- 
ied under me those that rose up against 





! 40 Thou hast also given me the necks of 


that hate me. 


PSALM XIX. 





41 They cried, but there was none to save | 

them : even unto the Lorp, but *he an-. 
swered them not. 

42 Then did I beat them small as the. 
dust before the wind: I did cast them out | 
as the dirt in the streets. | 

43 Thou hast delivered me from the | 
strivings of the people; and thou hast 
made me the head of the heathen: a peo- 
ple® whom I have not known shall serve. 
me. 

44 Ast soon as they hear of me, they 
shall obey me: the # strangers shall Ssub- 
mit themselves unto me. 

45 The strangers shall fade away, and 
be afraid out of their close places. 

46 The Lorp liveth; and blessed be my 
Rock; and let the God of my salvation be 
exalted. 

47 It ts God that avengeth me, and 
subdueth® the people under me. * 

48 He delivereth me from mine ene- 
mies: yea, thou liftest me up above those 
that rise up against me: thou hast de- 
livered me from the t violent man. 

49 Therefore will I #give thanks unto 
thee, O Lorp, among the heathen, and 
sing praises unto thy name. 

50 Great deliverance giveth he to his 
king; and showeth mercy to his anoint- 
ed, to David, and to his seed for © ever- 
more. 


God’s glory in creation. 


PSALM XIX. 


1 The creation showeth God’s glory. 7 The excellency 
of his law. 12 David prayeth for grace. 


§] To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 
HE ‘heavens declare the glory of God; 
and the firmament showeth his han. 
dy work. 

2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and 
night unto night showeth knowledge. 

3 There is no speech nor language, 
wheres their voice is not heard. 

4 Their !! line is gone out through all the 
earth, and their words to the end of the 
world. In them hath he set a taberna- 
cle for the sun, 

5 Which ts as a bridegroom coming out 
of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong 
man to run a race. 

6 His going forth zs from the end of the 
heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: 
and there is nothing hid from the heat 
thereof. 

7 The * law of the Lorp is perfect, tcon- 
verting the soul: the testimony of the 
Lorp is sure, making wise the simple. 

8 The statutes of the Lorn are right, 
rejoicing the heart: the commandment of 
the Lorp is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

9 The fear of the Lorn zs clean, endur- 
ing for ever: the judgments of the Lorp 
are +true and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than 
gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter 
also than honey and $the honey-comb. 

11 Moreover by them is thy servant 
warned: and in keeping of them there is 
great reward. 

12 Who can understand his errors? 
cleanse thou me from secret faults. 





aJer. l1:11. bIsa.45:5. f Heb. At the 
hearing of the ear. + Heb. sons of the stranyer. Heb. lie, or 
yield feigned obedience. || Heb. givethavengements for me. * Or, 
destroyeth. + Heb. man of violence. ¢ Or, confess. ¢ Rom. 11:29. 


* Heb. caused to bow, 


@ Heb. without their voice heard, or without 
ll Or, rule, or direction. * Or, doc- 
¢ Heb. truth. @ Heb. the dropping of 


ad Rom. 1:19, 20. 
these their voice is heard. 
trine. ft Or, restoring. 
honey-combs. 





40. The necks of mine enemies; caused my 
enemies to turn their backs before me. Ex. 23:27. 
42. Beat them small ; utterly destroy them. 

45. Their close places ; their fortresses. 

00. To his seed ; to whom God had confirmed 
the kingdom for ever. 2Sam.7:12,16. The seed 
of David is, in a special sense, Christ; and, in 
Christ, all who have like precious faith with David. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 
2. The Lord is the safeguard and protector of 
upplication to him in all times of 
‘means of deliverance. 
e of God all the elements do 
him homage, and as his servants are entirely under 
his control. He uses them and disposes of them 
as seemeth good in his sight. 

18. In times of calamity the Lord is the support 
of his people, and he will deliver and save all who 
put their trust in him. 

25. The Lord will treat men, in many respects, 
as they treat their fellow-men. Mat. 6: 14, 15. 

32. For all their successes the people of God are 
indebted to him, and to him they give the glory. 

41. The wicked may call upon God when he 
will not answer; they may seek him early and not 










find him. If they hate knowledge and do not 
choose the fear of the Lord, they must eat the fruit 
of their own way, and be filled with their own de- 
vices. Prov. 1: 23-32. 

PSALM XIX. 

1. Declare ; show, manifest, make known. 

3. No speech—their voice is not heard; they 
do not speak in words to the ear, but to the under- 
standing and the feelings. 

4. Their words ; in silence speak to the hearts 
of those who attend to them. 

7. The law of the Lord; the doctrine or truth 
which he has revealed. Converting the soul; 
that believes and obeys it. Making wise; all 
who embrace it. 

8. The statutes of the Lord; what he has or- 
dained. The commandment of the Lord; his 
requirements. 

9. Clean; pure and purifying. Judgments ; 
decisions, especially judicial decisions. 

10. More to be desired—than gold; because 
true and right; making wise, excellent, useful, and 
happy all who follow them. 

12. His errors ; as seen in the light of the per- 
fect and all-comprehensive law of God. Secret 
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4 Ts a 
ae yi 


David prayeth for grace. 


13 Keep back thy servant also from pre- 
sumptuous sins ; let them not have do- 
minion? over me: then shall I be upright, 
and I shall be innocent from *the great 
transgression. 

14 Let the words of my mouth, and the 
meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 
thy sight, O Lorp, my t strength, and my 
redeemer. 

PSALM XX. 


1 The church blesseth the king in his exploits. 
confidence in God’s succor. 


{ To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 
HE Lorp hear thee in the day of trou- 
LL ble; the name of the God of Jacob 
defend + thee; 

2 Send !lthee help from the sanctuary, 
and ‘strengthen thee out of Zion ; 

3 Remember all thy offerings, and *ac- 
cept thy burnt-sacrifice ; Selah. 

4 Grant thee according to thine own 
heart, and fulfil all thy counsel. 

5 We will rejoice in thy salvation, and 
in the nameof our God we will set up our 
banners: the Lorp fulfil all thy petitions. 

6 Now know I that the Lorp saveth his 
anointed; he will hear him from ¢ his 
holy heaven #with the saving strength 
of his right hand. 

7 Some trust in chariots, and some in 
horses: but we will remember the name 
of the Lorp our God. 

8 They are brought down and fallen: 
but we are risen, and stand upright. 

a Rom. 6:12-14. * Or, much. + Heb. rock. + Heb. set thee 
ona high place. % Heb. thy help. || Heb. support. * Heb. turn 


tu ashes, or make fat ; 1 Kings, 18:38; 2 Chron. 7:1. ¢ Heb. heav- 
en of his holiness. } Heb. by the strength of the salvation of. 


7 Her 











PSALM XXI. 


Be % 


A thanksgiving for victory 


9 Save, Lorn: letthe King hear us when 
we call. 


PSALM XXI. 


1 A thanksgiving for victory. 7 Confidence of further 
success. 


{ To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 
HE king shall joy in thy strength, O 
Lorp; and in thy salvation how 

greatly shall he rejoice! 

2 Thou hast given him his heart’s de- 
sire, and hast not withholden the request 
of his lips. Selah. 

3 For thou preventest him with the 
blessings of goodness: thou settest a 
crown of pure gold on his head. 

4 He asked life of thee, and thou gavest 
it him, even length of days for ever and 
ever. 

5 His glory is great in thy salvation : 
honor and majesty hast thou laid upon 
him. 

6 For thou hast /made him most bless- 
ed forever: thou hast |i made him exceed- 
ing °glad with thy countenance. 

7 For ‘the king trusteth in the Lorp, 
-and through the mercy of the Most High 
he shall not be moved. 

8 Thy hand shall?find out all thine 
enemies: thy right hand shall find out 
those that hate thee. 

9 Thou shalt make them as a “fiery 
oven in the time of thine anger: the 
Lorp shall swallow them up in his wrath, 
and the ‘fire shall devour them. 

% Heb. set him to be blessings ; Gen. 12:2. || Heb. gladded him with 


joy. » Psa. 4:6,7; 16:11. ¢ 1Sam. 30:6; Psa. 26:1. d Amos 
9:2,3. e Mal.4:1. f Isa 26:11. 








faults; those which he had forgotten, or which 
had escaped his notice. 

13. Presumptuous sins; committed against 
light and knowledge. The great transgression ; 
that which destroys the soul. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. In the creation and government of the world, 
the invisible things of God, even his eternal power 
and Godhead, may be so clearly seen, that all who 
do not render him spiritual homage will be without 
excuse. Rom. 1:20. 

7. The written word of God is perfect as a rule 
of faith and practice, making all who follow it wise 
unto salvation; by being led to renounce all de- 
pendence upon their own righteousness, to trust 
alone for acceptance with God upon the atonement, 
righteousness, and intercession of Christ, and to 
seek to please him by keeping his commandments. 

12. The more men become acquainted with the 
Bible, and the more they are in the habit of com- 
paring their hearts and lives with its requirements, 
the greater will be their conviction of the number 
and aggravations of their sins, and of their need of 
the grace, strength, and salvation of the Redeemer. 


PSALM XX. 
_ 1. Defend thee; by the manifestation of his 
pus and grace. In these words the church prays 
or her divinely appointed head. 
2. From the sanctuary—out of Zion; where 
God dwelt between the cherubim. 
676 


6. His anointed ; David was the Lord’s anoint- 
cd, and as such was a type of the Messiah. 

7. The name of the Lord ; his manifestations 
of himself in behalf of his people. 

9. The King ; King of heaven, Jehovah. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The manifestations of the perfections of God 
are a sure protection of his people, and those who 
trust in him will find him an habisedl and all-suf- 
ficient defence. 

5. Those who form their plans and undertake 
their enterprises in the name of the Lord, and for 
the purpose of honoring him, will find in him a 
ground of dependence more safe and more effica- 
cious than fleets and armies, or any aid that mere 
creatures can afford. 


PSALM XXI. 


3. Preventest him; meetest him as a friend 
and helper. 

4. He asked life of thee; the life here spoken 
of seems to be, not simply David’s life as a man, 
but to include the life of his successors upon the 
throne which was to be perpetuated “for ever and 
ever” in Christ. 

5. Honor and majesty hast thou laid upon 
him; by establishing the throne of his kingdom for 
ever. 2 Sam. 7:13, 16 

9. As a fiery oven; emi consuming them. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 





1. The Lord’s salvation is the joy and rejoicing 








David, in great distress, 


10 Their * fruit shalt thou destroy from 
the earth, and their seed from among the 
children of men. 

11 For they intended evil against thee: 
they imagined a mischievous device, 
which »they are not able to perform. 

12 Therefore shalt thou *make them 
turn their tback, when thou shalt make 


ready thine arrows upon thy strings 


é 


against the face of them. 

13 Be thou exalted, Lorp, in thine °own 
strength: so will we sing and praise thy 
power. ; 
PSALM XXII. 


1 David complaineth in great discouragement. 9 He 
prayeth in great distress. 23 He praiseth God. 


{ To the chief Musician upon fAijeleth Shahar, 
Psalm of David. 

M* *God, my God, why hast thou for- 

a saken me? why art thou so far from 

helping’ me, and from the words of ¢my 

roaring? 

2 O my God, I ery in the daytime, but 
thou hearest not; and in the night season, 
and '!am not silent. 

3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhab- 
itest the ‘praises of Israel. 

4 Our fathers trusted in thee: they 
trusted, and thou didst deliver them. 

5 They cried unto thee, and were de- 
livered: they trusted in thee, and were 
not confounded. 

6 But lam a®worm, and no man; a 
reproach of men, and "despised of the 
people. 

7 All ‘they that see me laugh me to 
scorn: they *shoot out the lip, they ishake 
the head, saying, 

8 He tfrusted onthe Lorn that he would 
deliver him: let him * deliver him, +see- 
ing he delighted in him. 


PSALM XXII. 


+e 


seeketh relief from God. 


9 But thou art he that took me out of 
the womb: thou Sdidst make me hope 
when I was upon my mother’s breasts. 

10 I was cast upon thee from the womb - 
thou! art my God from my mother’s belly. 

11 Be not far from me; for trouble is 
near; for there zs none to help. 

12 Many bulls have compassed me: 
strong bulls of Bashan have beset me 
round. 

13 They *gaped upon me with their 
mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion. 

14 I am poured out like water, and all 
my bones are tout of joint: my heart is 
like wax ; it is melted in the midst of my 
bowels. 

15 My strength is dried up like a pot- 








sherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my 
awe, and thou hast brought me into the 
dust of death. 

16 For ™dogs have compassed me: the 
assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: 
they® pierced my hands and my feet. 

17 I °may tell all my ponies they look 
and stare upon me. bud 

18 They part my garments among them, 
and cast lots upon my vesture. 

19 But be not thou far from me, O Lorp: 
O my strength, haste thee to help me. 

20 Deliver my soul from ihe sword ; my 
darling? from the § power of the dog. 

21 Save me from the Plion’s mouth: for 
thou hast heard me from the horns of the 
unicorns.4 

22 I‘ will declare thy name unto my 
brethren: in the midst of the congregation 
will I praise thee. 

23 Ye *that fear the Lorn, praise him: 
all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify hi m; and 
fear him, all ye the seed of Ista 

24 For he hath not despised nor ab- 














a Psa. 37:28. b Psa. 2:1, 4. 
shoulder. ¢ Job9:19. $ Or, the hind of the morning. 4 Mat. 
27:46; Luke 24:44. Q Heb. mysa/vation. e Heb. 5:7. || Heb. 
there is no silence to me. { Psa.65:1. g Isa. 41:14. h Isa. 53:3. 
i Mark 15: 29, etc. ; Luke 23:35, etc. * Heb. open. j Psa. 109: 25, 
t Heb. rolled himself. k Psa. 91:14, t Or, if he delight in him. 


* Or, set them asa butt. + Heb. 


| Or, keptest mein safety. | Isa.46:3; 49:1. || Heb. not a help- 
er. * Heb. opened their mouths against me. + Or, sundered. m Rev. 
22:15. on John 19:23; 20: 25-27, 
@ Heb. hand! p 2Tim. 4:17, 
2:11,12, 8 Psa. 115: 11, 13. 


o Isa. 52: 14. 
q Isa. 34: 7. 


t Heb. only one. 
r Psa. 40:9; Heb. 








of his people. They glory in it, as the ground of all 
their present blessings, and all their future hopes. 

8. However long God may bear with the wicked, 
and however numerous the ean which he may 
bestow upon them, if his blessings do not lead them 
to repentance, but are abused, they will only be the 
means of ripening them for a more aggravated 
destruction. 


PSALM XXII. 


This psalm has its chief fulfilment in Christ. It 
is fulfilled in all his followers, so far as they consti- 
tute his body and suffer with him. 

My God, my God; the language of Christ 
on the cross. Mat. 27:46. 

2. Thou hearest not; did not answer in the 
removal of his sufferings. 

6. I am a worm; exceedingly weak and de- 
spised, and treated with contempt. 

7 They shoot out the lip; expressive of the 
manner in which the multitude treated the Saviour. 


8. Let him deliver him; the ironical language 
of his opposers. 

9. Thou art he; the language of the Saviour, 
expressive of his holy confidence in God the Father. 

12, Many bulls ; his numerous, fierce, and strong 
enemies. Bulls of Bashan; the fiercest and 
strongest. 

14. Poured out like water; expressive of ex- 
treme weakness, the most exhausting sufferings. 

16. They pierced my hands and my feet; 
Mat. 27 : 35-44; John 19: 23, 24, 

20. My darling ; an expression for his soul or 
life, as his most precious possession, and one that 
could not be replaced when destroyed. 

21. The horns of the unicorns ; the power and 
malice of his mightiest and most cruel opposers. 

22. My brethren ; the redeemed, whom Christ 
made his brethren by taking upon himself their na- 
ture. Heb. 2:11-14. The victory over his ene- 
mies, which the Saviour here anticipates, is shared 





by all his followers. 
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Praise for deliverance. 


horred the affliction of the afflicted ; nei- 
ther hath he hid his face from him; but 
when he* cried unto him, he heard. 

25 My praise shall be of thee in the 
great congregation : °I will pay my vows 
before them that fear him. 

26 The ¢meek shall eat and be satisfied: 
they shall praise the Lorp that seek him: 
your heart shall live for ever. 

27 All the ends of the world shall re- 
member and turn unto the Lorp: and all 
the kindreds of the nations shall worship 
before thee. 

28 For the kingdom zs the Lorp’s: and 
he is the governor among the nations. 

29 All they that be fat upon earth shall 
eat and worship: all they that go down 
to the dust shall bow before him: and 
none can keep alive his own soul. 

30 A seed shall serve him; it shall be 
accounted to the Lorn for a generation. 

31 They shall come, and shall declare 
his *righteousness unto a people that shall 
be born, that he hath done this. 


PSALM XXIII. 
David’s confidence in God’s grace. 


q A Psalm of David. 
HE Lorp is my ‘shepherd; &I shall 





not want. 
a Heb. 5:7. » Psa. 66; 13,16. ¢ Psa.116: 14; Eccl. 5:4,5. d Mat, 
5:5. e Rom. 3:21-26. f Isa. 40:11; John 10: 11,14. g Psa. 84: 11. 





26. Shall eat ; of the feast provided by the Re- 
deemer, when he pays his vows for deliverance. 
The allusion is to the sacrificial vows of the ancient 
Hebrews. 

27. All the ends of the world; people of all 
countries. This shall be the fruit of the Saviour’s 
sufferings. Isa. 53:10, 11. 

28, He is the governor; the rightful King of 
all people. 

29, All—that be fat ; the rich, great, and pow- 
erful. They that go down; the poor, afflicted, 
and despised. All classes must partake of his sal- 
vation, or perish. 

30. A generation ; a posterity that shall serve 
the Lord. 

31. Declare his righteousness ; they shall de- 
clare to those who come after them the righteous- 
ness of the Lord as the ground of human hope, and 
what he has done for the lost children of men. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. We should never forget that all the sufferings 
of the Saviour were for our sakes, that we might 
be saved from the pangs of the second death, and 
inherit everlasting life and glory. John 3: 16. 

8. The exactness with which the circumstances 
of our Saviour’s crucifixion were foretold more than 
a thousand years before it took place, is evidence 
that the Bible is inspired, and that holy men in pre- 
paring it wrote as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost; so that what they wrote is the testimony 
of God. 

16. The wicked, in crucifying the Lord of glory, 
did, without intending it or thinking of it, precisely 
what God declared a thousand years before that 
they would do. Acts 2: 23. 

22. The Scriptures were fulfilled not only in the 
erucifixion of our Lord, but also in his resurrection 
and the events which followed. 
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PSALM XXIV. 





Trust in God’s grace. 


2 He maketh me to lie down in *green 
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still 
waters. : / 

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me 
in the paths of righteousness for his name’s 
sake. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the val- 
ley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil: for "thou art with me; thy rod and 
thy staff they comfort me. 

5 Thou preparest a table before me in 
the presence of mine enemies: thou 
anointest? my head with oil; my cup 
runneth over. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall fol- 
low me all the days of my life: and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lorp for ever. 


PSALM XXIV. 


1 God’s lordship in the world. 3 The citizens of his 
spiritual kingdom. 7 An exhortation to receive him. 


q A Psalm of David. 
HE earth 7s the Lorn’s, and the fulness 
thereof; the world, and they that 
dwell therein. 
2 For he hath founded it upon the seas, 
and established it upon the floods. 
3 Who ‘shall ascend into the hill of the 
Lorp? or who shall stand in his holy 
place ? 





* Heb. pastures of tender grass. | Heb. waters of quietness. b Isa. 
43:2. t+ Heb. makest fat. Heb. to length of days. i Psa. 15. 
29. The Scriptures will yet be fulfilled in the 
universal spread of the gospel, and in all people’s 
bowing in cheerful and willing obedience to the 
Saviour; owning him as the Lord their righteous- 
ness and salvation, and giving united, hearty, and 
everlasting thanks to his great and holy name. 


PSALM XXIII. 


1. My shepherd; to feed, guide, and protect 
him. 

2. Green pastures ; expressive of the refresh- 
ment and support which by his ordinances the Lord 
grants his people. 

3. His name's sake; the display of his perfec- 
tions. 

4. Thy rod and thy staff; for his guidance 
and protection. 

5. My cup ; of blessings. 

6. In the house of the Lord ; his blissful pres- 


ence. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Those who have Jehovah to protect and pro- 
vide for them, will not want any good thing. He 
will guide them by his counsel, and afterwards 
receive them to glory. 

4. To the believer, even the valley of the shadow 
of death will be illuminated with the presence and 
favor of Jehovah, so that he shall fear no evil, but 
when absent from the body, shall be present with 
Ee Lord and rejoice for ever in the fulness of his 
ove. 


PSALM XXIV. 


2. Upon; above; God has fixed the earth in its 
present situation above the waters, so that they 
cannot overflow it. 

3. His holy place ; the place of his immediate 
presence on mount Zion. 








David's confidence 


4 He *that hath clean hands, and a pure 
heart; who hath not lifted up his soul 
unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 

5 He *shall receive the blessing from 


the Lorp, and righteousness from the God 


of his salvation. 

6 This zs the generation of them that 
seek him, that seek thy face, tO Jacob. 
Selah. 

7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and 
be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors; and 
the King of glory shall come in. 

8 Who its this King of glory ? The Lorp 
strong and mighty, the Lorp mighty in 
battle. 

9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates 3 even 
lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and 
the King of glory shall come in. 

10 Who is this King of glory? The Lorp 
of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah. 


PSALM XXV. 


1 David’s confidence in prayer. 7 He prayeth for re- 
mission of sins, 16 and for help in affliction. 


{ A Psalm of David. 
NTO thee, O Lorp, do I lift up my 
soul. 

2 O my God, I trust in thee :, let me not 
be ashamed, let not mine enemies tri- 
umph over me. 

3 Yea, let none that wait on thee be 
ashamed: let them be ashamed which 
transgress without cause. 

4 Show °me thy ways, O Lorp; teach 
me thy paths. 

5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: 
for thou art the God of my salvation ; on 
thee do I wait all the day. 

6 Remember. O Lorn, thy + tender mer- 
cies and thy loving-kindnesses ; for they 
have been ever of old. 


PSALM XXxV. 








in prayer. 


7 Remember not the sins of ¢my youth, 
nor my transgressions: *according to thy 
mercy remember thou me for thy good- 
ness’ sake, O Lorp. 

8 Good and upright is the Lorn: there- 
fore will he teach sinners in the way. 

9 The meek will he guide in judgment: 
and the meek will he teach his way. 

10 All the paths of the Lorp are mercy 
and truth unto ‘such as keep his covenant 
and his testimonies. 

11 For &thy name’s sake, O Lorp, par- 
don mine iniquity ; for it is great, 

12 What man is he that feareth the 
Lorp? ‘him shall he teach in the way 
that he shall choose. 

13 His soul shall §dwell at ease ; and 
his seed shall jinherit the earth. 

14 The secret of the Lorp is with 
them that fear him; and l|he will show 
them his covenant. 

15 Mine eyes are ever toward the Lorp: 
for he shall *pluck my feet out of the ' net. 

16 Turn ™thee unto me, and have merey 
upon me; for I am desolate and afflicted. 

17 The troubles of my heart are "en- 
larged: oh bring thou me out of my dis- 
tresses. 

18 Look upon mine affliction and my 
pain; and forgive all my sins. 

19 Consider mine enemies; for they are 
many; and they hate me with feruel 
hatred, 7 

20 Oh keep my soul, and deliver me: 
let me not be ashamed; for I put my 
trust in thee. 

21 Let integrity and uprightness pre- 
serve me; for I wait on thee. 

22 Redeem? Israel, O God, out of all 
his troubles. 








* Heb. The clean of hands. a Isa. 33:15-17. t Or, O God of 
Jacob. » Psa. 22:4,5; Isa. 49:23. ¢ Isa. 2:3; Jer. 50:5. t Heb. 
bowels ; Isa. 63:15. 4 Job13:26. e Psa.dl:l. f Hos. 14:9. 
& Psa. 79:9; Ezek. 36: 22,32; 1 John 2:12. bh Rom.5: 15-21. i Psa. 


32:8; 37:23. @ Heb. lodge in goodness. j Psa. 37: 11,22. k Prov, 
3:32; John7:17; Eph.1:9, 18. || Or, his covenant to make them 
know it. * Heb. bring forth. 1 Psa. 124:7,8 ™ Mic. 7:19. 
n Hab. 3:17-19. + Heb. hatred of violence. 0 Psa. 130:8, 











4. Clean—pure ; upright in heart and life. 

6. Him ; the God of salvation. 

7. Lift up your heads ; sung, it is supposed, 
when the ark, the symbol of God’s presence, entered 
mount Zion, typifying our Lord’s ascension. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. As Jehovah is the creator and preserver, so he 
is the owner of the world and all things therein; 
and he has a perfect right to govern and dispose of 
all as seemeth good in kis sight. 

4. Purity of heart and of life is essential to our 
enjoying the presence and favor of Jehovah, and is 
the evidence of our being interested in his salvation. 

8. The King of glory is mighty to save and 
mighty to destroy; fis friends through his grace 
will be saved with an everlastin salvation, and his 
enemies be utterly and for ever destroyed. 


PSALM XXV. 


8. In the way; the way of trath and of duty 
os will teach to all gy va feel their “e of 

eing taught, and are disposed to learn of him. 
Mat. 11: 58.49, 


2 





10. The paths of the Lord ; the ways in which 
he deals with his people are wise, faithful, and gra- 
cious, however trying and mysterious they may 
sometimes be. A 

14. The secret of the Lord ; his intimate friend- 
ship, with the blessedness and prosperity which it 
gives. : 

15. Out of the net; deliver him from his ene- 
mies. $ 
18. My sins ; the cause of his troubles. 

22. Israel; the people of God. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

4. Right views of ourselves will lead us to feel 
our need of being taught of God, and habitually to 
seek help from him. 

7. Sins committed in youth may, even when re- 
ented of, greatly imbitter the comforts of age, and 
e felt in their effects to the end of life. 

11. The greatness of one’s iniquities is no insu- 
perable barrier to their being pardoned, and may, 
in some cases, be pleaded as a reason why the Lord, 
to the honor of his abounding grace, should show 
mercy. Rom. 5: 20. oe 


David's faith 
PSALM XXVI. 


David resorteth unto God in confidence of his integrity. 
| A Psalm of David. 
UDGE me, OLorp; forI have walked 
in mine integrity: I have trusted also 
in the Lorn; therefore I shall not slide. 

2 Examine *me, O Lorp, and prove me; 
try> my reins and my heart. 

3 For thy loving-kindness is before mine 
eyes: and I have walked in thy truth. 

4] ‘have not sat with vain persons, 
neither will I go in with dissemblers. 

5 [have hated the congregation of evil- 
doers; and will not sit with the wicked. 

6 I will? wash my hands in innocency: 
so will I compass thine altar, O Lorp: 

7 That I may publish with the voice of 
thanksgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous 
works. 

8 Lorn, I have *loved the habitation of 
thy house, and the place *where thine 
honor dwelleth. 

9 Gather? not my soul with sinners, nor 
my life with #bloody men: 

10 In whose hands 2s mischief, and their 
right hand is $ full of bribes. 

11 But as for me, I will walk in mine 
integrity: redeem me, and be merciful 
unto me. 

12 My foot standeth in an even place : 
in the congregations will I bless the Lorp. 


PSALM XXVIII. 


1 David sustaineth his faith by the power of God, 4 by 
his love to the service of God, 9 and by prayer. 


q A Psalm of David. 
HE &Lorp is my light and my salva- 
tion; whom shall I fear? the Lorp zs 


PSALM 


XXVIT. 


the strength of my life; of whom shall I 
be afraid? 

2 When the wicked, even mine enemies 
and my foes, |!'came upon me to eat up 
my flesh, they stumbled and fell. 

3 Though a host should encamp against 
me, my heart shall not fear; though war 
should rise against me, in this will I be 
confident. 

4 One thing have I desired of the Lorn, 
that will I seek after; that I may "dwell 
in the house of the Lorp all the days of 
my life, to ‘behold the *beauty of the 
Lorp, and to inquire in his temple. 

5 For) in the time of trouble he shall 
hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of 
his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall 
set me up upon a rock. 

6 And now shall my head be lifted up 
above mine enemies round about me: 
therefore will I offer in his tabernacle 
sacrifices of tjoy ; I will sing, yea, I will 
sing praises unto the Lorp. 

7 Hear, O Lorn, when I ery with my 
voice: have mercy also upon me, and 
answer me. 

8 When? thou saidst, Seek ye my face ; 
my heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lorn, 
will I seek. 

9 Hide not thy face far from me; put 
not thy servant away in anger: thou hast 
been my help; leave me‘not, neither for- 
sake me, O God of my salvation. 

10 When my father and my mother for- 
sake me, then the Lorp will § take me up. 

11 Teach me thy. way, O Lorp, and 
lead me ina |! plain path, because of *mine 
enemies. 


in God’s protection. 





a Psa. 139:23. b Zech.13:9. ¢ Psa.l:1. d Ex. 30: 19, 20, 
e Psa. 27:4; 84:1,2 * Heb. of the tabernacle of, thine honor. 
t Or, Tuke not away. $ Heb. men of blood. % Heb. filled with. 


f Psa. 40:2. g Mic. 7:7, 8. || Heb. approached against. h Psa. 


65:4. i Psa. 63:2. * Or,delight. j Isa. 4:5,6. fF Heb. shout- 
ing. Or, My heart said unto thee, Let my Sace seek thy face. 
% Heb. gather me; Isa. 40:11. || Heb. way of plainness ;° Psa. 
26:12. * Heb. those which observe me; Psa. 5:8. 





14, The blessedness of serving God is known only 
by being experienced, and can be known in no other 
way. 

18. Sin is viewed by the penitent soul as the cause 
of all his troubles; and he is more anxious to be de- 
livered from it than from all outward distresses. 

22. The benevolent soul desires and prays for the 
choicest of heaven’s blessings not only on itself, but 
on all who love and serve the Lord, throughout the 


earth. 
PSALM XXVI. 

4. Vain persons; persons of falsehood. Diés- 
semblers ; hypocrites. 

6. Wash my hands ; avoid all impurity. Com- 
pass thine altar ; offer sacrifices to God. 

8. Lhe place; in which God manifested his 
presence. 

9. Gather not my soul with sinners; take 
not away my soul with sinners. 

Ae: ae place ; on firm, solid ground. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. The humble and penitent believer will not trust 
to his own heart, but knowing its deceitfulness he 
will habitually apply to God to’search him and try 
him, to show him what wickedness there may be in 
him, and to lead him in the way everlasting. 
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6. An indispensable preparation for worshipping 
God acceptably, is the putting away of iniquity in 
heart and life. Mat. 5: 23, 24. 

8. The dwelling-place of God is peculiarly dear to 
his people, and their joy in the manifestations of his 
presence gives them reason to hope that they shall 
dwell with him for ever. 

11. While the people of God are careful to be 
sincere, upright, and honest in their lives, and trust 
for salvation only in the mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus, they stand on firm ground, and may walk in 
safety through all the snares and dangers of life. 


PSALM XXVII. 
1. My salvation ; Saviour, author of salvation. 
2. Eat up my flesh ; destroy me. 
3. In this; that God would be his salvation. 
4. The house of the Lord; the place of his 
manifested presence. 

His pavilion ; where he himself dwells, and 
where I shall be safe from all the assaults of my 
foes. Secret ; hiding-place, as the original word 
is elsewhere rendered. Psa. 32:7; 91:1. 

8. Thy face, Lord, will I seek; his inclina- 
tions corresponded with his duty. 

10. When my father and my mother forsake 
me ; in times of the most complete desertion. He 








PSALM 


12 Deliver me not over unto the will of 
mine enemies: for false witnesses are 
risen up against me, and such as breathe 
out cruelty. 

13 I had fainted, unless I had believed 
to *see the goodness of the Lorp in the 
land of the living. 

14 Wait on the Lorn: be of good cour- 
age, and he shall strengthen thy heart: 
wait, I say, on the Lorp. 


PSALM XXVIII. 


1 David prayeth earnestly against his enemies. 6 He 
blesseth God. 9 He prayeth for the people. 


{ A Psalm of David. 
NTO thee will I ery, O Lorn, my rock; 
be not silent *to me: lest, 7f thou be 
silent to me, I become like them that go 
down into the pit. 

2 Hear the voice of my supplications, 
when I ery unto thee, when °I lift up my 
hands toward t thy holy oracle. 

3 Draw ‘°me not away with the wicked, 
and with the workers of iniquity, which 
. speak peace to their neighbors, but mis- 
chief zs in their hearts. 

4 Give them according to their deeds, 
and according to the wickedness of their 
endeavors: give them after the work of 
their hands; render to them their desert. 

5 Because‘ they regard not the works 
of the Lorn, nor the operation of his 
hands, he shall destroy them, and not 
build them up. 


Appeal unto God. 


XXIX. 


6 Blessed be the Lorn, because he hath 
heard the voice of my supplications. 

7 The Lorpismy strength and my shield; 
my heart trusted in him, and I am helped: 
therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and 
with my song will I praise him. 

8 The Lorp ts ? their strength, and he ts 
the Ssaving strength of his anointed. 

9 Save thy people, and *bless thine in- 
heritance: |! feed them also, and lift them 
up for ever. 


His powerful protection. 


PSALM XXIX. 


1 David exhorteth princes to give glory to God, 3 by 
reason of his power, 11 and protection of his people. 


q A Psalm of David. 
IVE ‘unto the Lorp,O ye *mighty, give 
unto the Lorn &glory and strength. 

2 Give unto the Lorp the tglory due 
unto his name; worship the Lorp in the 
beauty # of "holiness. 

3 The voice of the Lorp is upon the 
waters: the God of glory thundereth: 
the Lorp zs upon $many waters. 

4 The voice of the Lorp ¢s |! powerful ; 
the voice of the Lorp is *full of majesty. 

5 The voice of the Lorp breaketh the 
cedars; yea, the Lorp breaketh the ce- 
dars of Lebanon. 

6 He maketh them also to skip like acalf; 
Lebanon and Sirion like a young unicorn. 

7 The voice of the Lorn ft divideth the 
flames of fire. 

8 The voice of the Lorp shaketh the 





a Eph.2:8& * Heb. from, » Psa. 13832. f Or, the oracle of 
thy sanctuary. ¢ Psa.125:5. 4 Job34: 26,27. $ Or,his. % Heb. 
strength of salvation. ¢ | Kings, 8:51, 53. || Or, rule; Mic. 7: 14. 
f 1 Chron. 16:28, 29; Psa. 96:7-9. * Heb. sons of the mighty; 


Psa. 89:6. 
his glorious sanctuary. 
great. || Heb. in power. 
out, 


g Rev.5:11-14. + Heb. honor of his name. + Or, 
bh 2Chron. 20:21; Psa.90:17. % Or, 
* Heb. in majesty. + Heb. cutteth 





mentions father and mother, because they are the 
last to forsake one. 

14. Watt on the Lord; by prayer and supplication, 
and in the use of all the appointed means of grace, 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Those who have God for their Saviour, Pro- 
tector, and Guide, have no reason to fear, but may 
walk through life and through the valley of the 
shadow of death, unmoved by the enemies and dan- 
gers that may surround them. 

5. God’s favor and friendship constitute a more 
effectual protection than all earthly resources. The 
man whose feet God sets upon a rock cannot be cast 
down by the assaults of his enemies. 

6. Though the believer wil] come off conqueror 
and more than conqueror over all his foes, yet it 
will be wholly through the grace of God, and to 
him he will give all the glory. 

10. Though the believer should be forsaken of 
all earthly friends, and even have not where to lay 
his head, God will befriend him, provide for him, 
and bestow upon him all which he needs and which 
will promote his highest good. 

11. The believer who is surrounded by powerful 
and crafty foes has especial need to pray for divine 
guidance, that he may be preserved from every false 
step and kept in the path of duty. 

tf. Waiting upon the Lord in the way of his 
appointment, his people will renew their strength, 
Man: shotnt up on wings as eagles, run and not be 
weary, walk and not faint. 





PSALM XXVIII. 


1. My rock ; my firm, and unfailing support. 

2. Thy holy oracle ; the inner sanctuary, where 
God dwelt between the cherubim. 

3. Draw me not away ; take me not away to 
punishment. 

8. Their strength ; the strength of his people. 
His anointed; David, as the anointed head of 
God’s people, representing Christ who is in a higher 
sense the anointed of God. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Nothing but the grace of God and constant 
help from him, can keep even believers from falling 
away to their own destruction. 

5. Disregard of God and his ways, is the means 
of destruction to those who continue in it. 

7. Trust in the Lord is the sure means of defence 
from all enemies, and a preparation for everlasting 
joy and praise. 


PSALM XXIX. 

1. Give; ascribe. 

3. The voice of the Lord; as in a storm of 
lightning and thunder. 

6. Sirton ; the Zidonian name of Hermon, a 
summit of Anti-Lebanon. 

7. Divideth the flames of fire; parteth the 
lightnings. 

8. Kadesh ; a wilderness on the southern boun- 
dary of Palestine. F 
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wilderness ; the Lorp shaketh the wil- 

derness of Kadesh. 

9 The voice of the Lorp maketh the 
hinds to *calve, and discovereth the for- 
ests: and *in his temple fdoth every one 
speak of his glory. 

10 The Lorp sitteth upon the * flood; 
yea, the Lorp sitteth ° King for ever. 

11 The Lorp will give ‘strength unto 
his people; the Lorp will bless his people 
with ° peace. 

PSALM XXx. 

1 David praiseth God for his deliverance. 4 He exhort- 
eth others to praise him by example of God’s dealing 
with him. 

q A Psalm and Song at the dedication of the 

house of David. 
WILL extol thee, O Lorn; for thou 
hast lifted me up, and hast not made 
my foes to rejoice over me. 

2 O Lory my God, I cried unto thee, 
and thou hast healed me. 

3 O Lorp, ‘thou hast brought up my 
soul from the grave: thou hast kept me 
alive, that I should not go down to the pit. 

4 Sing unto the Lorn, O ye saints of 
his, and give thanks # at the remembrance 
of his holiness. 

5 For $ his anger endureth but a moment: 
in his favor vs life: weeping may endure !Ifor 
a night, but *joy cometh in the morning. 

6 And in my prosperity I said, I shall 
never be moved. 

7 Lorp, by thy favor & thou hast tmade 
my mountain to stand strong: thou didst 
hide thy face, and I was troubled. 

8 I ®cried to thee, O Lorp; and unto 
the Lorp I made supplication. 


David exhorteth 


XXXI. 


9 What profit 2s there in my blood, when 
I go down to the pit? Shall the dust 
praise thee? shall it declare thy truth ? 

10 Hear, O Lorp, and have mercy upon 
me: Lorp, be thou my helper. 

11 Thou hast iturned for me my mourn- 
ing into dancing: thou hast put off my 
sackcloth, and girded me with gladness ; 

12 To the end that my * glory may sing 
praise to thee, and not be silent. O Lorp 
my God, I will give thanks unto thee for 
ever. 


to praise God. 


PSALM XXxXXI. 


1 David showing his confidence in God craveth his help. 
7 He rejoiceth in his mercy. 9 He prayeth in his 
calamity. 19 He praiseth God for his goodness. 


{ To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 
lS ithee, O Lorn, do I put my trust; let 

me never be ashamed: deliver me in 
thy * righteousness. 

2 Bow down thine ear to me; deliver me 
speedily: be thou Smy strong rock, for a 
house of defence to save me. 

3 For thou art my rock and my for- 
tress ; therefore for thy name’s sake lead 
me, and guide me. 

4 Pull me out of the net that they have 
laid privily for me: for thou art my 
strength. 

5 Into thy 'hand I commit my spirit: 
thou hast redeemed me, O Lorp God of 
truth. 

6 I have hated them that regard ™lying 
vanities: but I trust in the Lorp. 

7 I will be glad and rejoice in thy mer- 
cy: for thou hast considered my trouble ; 
thou hast "known my soul in adversities ; 





a Psa. 63:2. +f Or, every whit of it uttereth. 
d Isa, 40:29-31. e Psa. 85:8, 10. 
Heb. there is but a mo- 
* Heb. singing. g Psa. 


* Or, be in pain. 
b Gen. 8:1,2. ¢ Psa. 2: 6-9. 
f Isa. 33:17. $ Or, to the memorial. 
ment in his anger. || Heb. in the evening. 


18: 35,36. + Heb. settled strength formy mountain. h Psa. 34:6. 
i Psa. 126:1,2; Isa. 61:3. $ That is, tongue, or soul; Psa. 16:9. 
J Psa. 71:14. k Psa. 143:1. @ Heb. to me fora rock of strength. 
1 Luke 23: 46; Acts 7:59. m Jonah 2:8. m Psa. 142:3. 





9. Discovereth the forests; strips them bare 
by tempests. Jn his temple; the place where 
Jehovah manifests his glory, and his people meet 
to worship and adore him. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. All the blessings which are enjoyed even b 
the most mighty of God’s creatures, come from God, 
and lay them under peculiar obligations to love and 
adore him. 

4. The voice of the Lord in thunder, lightning, 
earthquakes, and tempests is omnipotent; nothing 
can stand before it. He speaks, and it is done; ac- 
complishing his pleasure in heaven, on earth, and 
throughoutall places of hisvastdominion. Nonecan 
stay his power, or say to him, What doest thou? 

10. Amidst all the convulsions of nature, the 
Lord reigns, King over all; giving strength, secu- 
rity, and joy to his people, and overruling all to 
work out for them an exceeding and an eternal 
weight of glory. 

PSALM XXX. 

Title; others render this title thus: A Psalm, a 
Song of dedication for the house, by David; 
and they suppose the reference to be to the thresh- 
ing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite, which David pur- 
chased upon the occasion of the pestilence with 
which Israel was visited for his sin in numbering 





the people. Of this David said, “ This is the house 
of the Lord God,” 1 Chron. 22:1, and it seems 
probable, from the verses that follow, that he then 
dedicated that spot as the site of the future temple. 
With this supposition the contents of the psalm well 
agree. 

1. Ezxtol ; praise. 

7. Made my mountain to stand strong ; given 
me steadfast prosperity. ; 

11. Dancing; joy. 

12. My glory; my tongue, or my soul. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. Prayer is the grand means of deliverance from 
trouble; and when deliverance is granted, devout 
praises should be rendered to God, the author and 
giver of all good. ; 

6. Continued prosperity often leads men to forget 
their dependence on God, and makes affliction need- 
De to teach them that all their blessings come from 

im. 
11. God brings his people out of trouble, that 
they may unite in praising and adoring him. 
PSALM XXXI. 

2. My strong rock; his almighty protection. 

4. They ; his enemies. 

7. Known my soul ; acknowledged and deliv- 
ered me. 
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God’s goodness praised. PSALM 


8 And hast not shut me up into the 
hand of the enemy: *thou hast set my 
feet in a large room. 

9 Have mercy upon me, O Lorp, for I 
amin trouble: mine eye is consumed with 
grief, yea, my soul and my belly. 

10 For my life is spent'with grief, and 
my years with sighing: my strength fail- 
eth because of mine iniquity, and my 
bones are consumed. 

11 I was a reproach among all mine 
enemies, but especially among my © neigh- 
bors, and a fear to mine acquaintance: they 
that did see me without fled from me. 

12 I am forgotten as a dead man out of 
mind: I am like a *broken vessel. 

13 For I have heard the slander of 
many: fear was on every side: while 
they took counsel together against me, 
they devised to take away my life. 

14 But I trusted in thee, O Lorn: I said, 
Thou art my God. 

15 My times are in thy hand: deliver 
me from the hand of mine enemies, and 
from them that persecute me. 

16 Make ‘thy face to shine upon thy 
servant: save me for thy mercies’ sake. 

17 Let me not be ashamed, O Lorn; for 
I have called upon thee: let the wicked 
be ashamed, and let them be fsilent in the 
grave. 

18 Let the lying lips be put to silence; 
which speak grievous things proudly 
and contemptuously against the righteous. 

19 Oh how ° greatis thy goodness, which 
thou hast laid up for them that fear thee ; 
which thou hast wrought for them that 
trust in thee before the sons of men! 

20 Thou shalt hide them in the secret 
of thy presence from the pride of man: 
thou ‘shalt keep them secretly in a pa- 
vilion from the strife of tongues. 

21 Blessed be the Lorp: for he hath 


XXXII. 


showed me his marvellous kindness in a 
strong $ city. 

22 ForI said in my haste, I am cut foff 
from before thine eyes: nevertheless thou 
heardest the voice of my supplications 
when I cried unto thee. 

23 Oh love the Lorp, all ye his saints: 
for the Lorp preserveth the faithful, and 
plentifully rewardeth the proud doer. 

24 Be of good courage, and he shall 
strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in 
the Lorp. 


Remission of sins. 


PSALM XXXII. 


1 Blessedness consisteth in remission of sins. 3 Con- 
fession of sins giveth ease to the conscience. 8 God’s 
promises bring joy. 


A Psalm of David, I/Maschil. 


LESSED * 7s he whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

2 Blessed is the man unto whom the 
Lorp'imputeth not iniquity, and in whose 
spirit there is no guile. 

3 When I kept silence, my bones waxed 
old through my roaring all the day long. 

4 For day and night thy hand was heavy 
upon me: my moisture is turned into the 
drought of summer. Selah. 

5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, 
and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, 
I) will confess my transgressions unto the 
Lorp; and thou forgavest the iniquity of 
my sin. Selah. 

6 For * this shall every one that is god- 
ly pray unto thee in a time *when thou 
mayest be 'found: surely in the floods of 
great ™ waters they shall not come nigh 
unto him. 

7 Thou "art my hiding-place; thou shalt 
preserve me from trouble; thou shalt 
compass me about with °songs of deliv- 
erance. Selah. 

8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in 





® Psa. 18:19, » Psa 102:3,etc. ¢ Job 19:13. * Heb. vessel 
that perisheth. @ Num. 6:25,26. + Or, cut off for. t Heb.a 
hard thing. eIsa.64:4. {Job5:21. % Or, fenced. g Job 35:14. 


|| Or, giving instruction. h Rom. 4:6, 8. i2Cor.5:19. j1John, 
1:9. k1Tim. 1:16. * Heb. of finding. 1Isa. 55:6. m Isa. 43:2. 


n Psa. 143:9. o Ex. 15:1, etc.; Rev. 15:2, 3. 





8. A large room; a place where he might enjoy 
freedom and safety. 

10. My bones are consumed ; decayed, waxed 
old, and worn out with distresses. 

11. Fled from me ; lest they should be involved 
in his ruin. 

15. a times ; the trials and changes of life, 
and the hour of death. Though surrounded with 
enemies who sought his life, they could do nothing 
except what God suffered them. 

20. A pavilion ; a secure hiding-place. 

21. Ina strong city ; by placing me in a fenced 
city, or by giving me protection like that which a 
fenced city furnishes. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. For the display of his own perfections, be- 
lievers beseech ws to deliver them from their 
troubles, and daily they commit themselves, their 
lives, and all their interests to his disposal. 

9. Sin is the cause of every sorrow, and the pen- 





itent soul desires deliverance from this more than 
from outward troubles; and for this mercy he looks 
to the rich grace of God in Jesus Christ. 

19. Confidence in God manifested under great 
trials, honors him and inspires hope in his mercy. 
Those who experience it wish to have all unite in 
praising and adoring him for his wonderful love to 
the children of men. 


PSALM XXXII. 


Title, Maschil ; that is, giving instruction. 

1. Covered ; blotted out, pardoned. 

2. Gutle; deceit. 

3. Kept silence; refused to confess his sins. 
Wazed old ; through the greatness of his distress. 

4. Into the drought of summer ; he became 
emaciated and dried up under the burden of his 
iniquities. 

6. For this; on account of God’s readiness to 


pardon. 
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PSALM 


the way which thou shalt go: I will 
guide* thee with mine eye. 

9 Be ye not as the “horse, or as the 
mule, which have no understanding: 
whose mouth must be held in with bit 
and bridle, lest they come near unto thee. 

10 Many sorrows shall be to the wick- 
ed: but °he that trusteth in the Lorp, 
mercy shall compass him about. 

11 Be glad in the Lorp, and rejoice, ye 
righteous: and shout for joy, all ye that 
are upright in heart. 


PSALM XXXIIlI. 


1 God is to be praised for his goodness, 6 for his power, 
12 and for his providence. 20 Confidence is to be 
placed in God. 


EJOICE ‘in the Lorp, O ye righteous: 
for praise is comely for the upright. 

2 Praise the Lorp with harp: sing unto 
him with the *psaltery and an instru- 
ment of ten strings. 

3 Sing funto him a new song; play 
skilfully with a loud noise. 

4 For the word of the Lorp 2s right; 
and all his works are done in truth. 

5 He loveth righteousness and judg- 
ment: the earth is éfull of the t goodness 
of the Lorp. 

6 By "the word of the Lorp were the 
heavens made; and ‘all the host of them 
by the breath of his mouth. 

7 He igathereth the waters of the sea 
together as a heap: he layeth up the 
depth in * storehouses. 

8 Let all the earth 'fear the Lorn: let 
all the inhabitants of the world stand in 
awe of him. 

9 For he ™spake, and it was done; he 
commanded, and it stood fast. 


God’s goodness and power 


XXXIV. call for confidence. 


10 The Lorp ‘bringeth the counsel of 
the heathen to naught: he ® maketh the 
devices of the people of none effect. 

11 The °counsel of the Lorp standeth 
for ever, the thoughts of his heart to $ all 
generations. 

12 Blessed Pis the nation whose God is 
the Lorn; and the people whom he hath 
chosen for his own inheritance. 

13 The Lorp looketh from heaven; he 
beholdeth? all the sons of men. 

14 From the place of his habitation he 
looketh upon all the inhabitants of the 
earth. 

15 He 'fashioneth their hearts alike ; he 
considereth all their works. 

16 There *is no king saved by the mul- 
titude of a host: a mighty man is not de- 
livered by much strength. 

17 A thorse 2s a vain thing for safety : 
neither shall he deliver any by his great 
strength. 

18 Behold, the "eye of the Lorp zs upon 
them that fear him, upon them that hope 
in his mercy ; . 

19 To deliver their soul from death, and 
to keep them alive in ¥ famine. 

20 Our soul waiteth for the ¥ Lorn: he 
is our help and our shield. 

21 For *our heart shall rejoice in him, 
because’ we have trusted in his holy 
name. : 

22 Let thy mercy, O Lorp, be upon us, 
according as we hope in thee. 


PSALM XXXIV. 


1 David praiseth God, and exhorteth others thereto by 
hisexperience. 8 They are blessed that trust in God. 
11 He exhorteth to the fear of God. 15 The privileges 
of the righteous. 





* Heb. counsel thee, mine eye shall be upon thee. a Prov. 26:3. 
b Psa.16:4; 1 Tim.6:10. ¢ Jer.17:7, 8. 4 Psa. 97:12; Phil.4: 4, 
e Psa. 150:3,4 f Psa. 144:9; Rev. 5:9. g Psa.119:64 tf Or, 
mercy. h Heb. 11:3. iGen.2:1. j Job 26:10. k Job 38: 8-11. 
1 Jer. 10:7. m Gen. 1:3, etc. $ Heb. maketh frustrate. n Isa. 


44:25, olsa. 46:10 Heb. generation and generation, p Psa. 
65:4. q Prov.15:3. ¥ Prov. 22:2. 8 Psa. 44:3-7. t Prov. 21:31; 
Hos. 14:3. u 1 Pet. 3:12. v Psa. 37:19. w Psa. 115:9-1l. x Zech. 
10:.7; John 16:22, y Isa. 25:9. 





9. Be ye not—as the mule; refuse not to be 
governed except by force, but submit cheerfully to 
the whole known will of God. 

10. The wicked ; those who refuse to yield obe- 
dience to the divine will. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Forgiveness of sins is essential to happiness 
here or hereafter, and those who receive it may be 
pronounced truly blessed, both in this world and the 
world to come. 

5. Ingenuous confession of sin and hearty turn- 
ing from it are essential to forgiveness; and those 
who will not confess and forsake it, must suffer its 
dreadful consequences for ever. 

8. Those who by repentance of sin and faith in 
Jesus Christ have turned to God and found par- 
doning mercy, are exceedingly anxious that others 
should take the same blessed way, and thus obtain 
rest, peace, and joy to their souls. 


PSALM XXXIII. 


1. Comely ; becoming, suitable. 
5. Goodness ; mercy. 


and hol 





7. Layeth up the depth ; restraineth the waters 
in their. places. 

9. It was done; the earth was created. 

10. The heathen ; the nations that know not God. 

15. Alike; by nature, and alike as to essential 
character when renewed by grace. 

18. Upon them ; for their good. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

4. The Lord is worthy of universal praise and 
adoration, not only for what he is in himself, but 
for what he has manifested of himself to the chil- 
dren.of men. All his works praise him, and his 
saints bless him. 

8. The manifestations of God in creation and in 
providence show that he is infinite, and lay men 
under obligations to worship him with reverence 
fear. 

12. Those who choose God as their portion, his 
service as their employment, and his favor as their 
reward, will be truly and for ever blessed. 

19. No reliance can be placed on creatures for 
safety, without the protecting care and kindness of 
Jehovah. He taketh pleasure in those that fear 
him and that hope in his mercy. 
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Privilzges of the righteous. PSALM 


q A Psalm of David, when he changed his behav- 


ior before *Abimelech; who drove him away, and 
he departed. 


WILL bless the Lorp at all *times: 
his praise shall continually be in my 
mouth. 

2 My soul shall make her ” boast in the 
Lorp: the ‘humble shall hear thereof, 
and be glad. 

3 Oh *magnify the Lorp with me, and 
let us exalt his name together. 

4 I *sought the Lorn, and he heard me, 
and delivered me from all my fears. 

5 They tlooked unto him, and were 
lightened: and their faces were not 
ashamed. 

6 This ‘poor man cried, and the Lorp 
heard him, and saved him out of all his 
troubles. 

7 The "angel of the Lorp encampeth 
round about them that fear him, and de- 
livereth them. 

8 Oh ‘taste and see that the Lorp is 
good: /blessed zs the man that trusteth 
in him. 

9 Oh fear the Lorp, ye his saints: for 
there is no want to them that fear him. 

10 The young lions do lack, and suffer 
hunger: but they that seek the Lorp 
shall not want any good thing. 

11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 
I will teach you the fear of the Lorp. 

12 What * man is he that desireth life, 
and loveth many days, that he may see 
good ? 

13 Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy 
lips from speaking guile. 

14 Depart from 'evil, and do good: seek 
peace,™ and pursue it. 

15 The eyes of the Lorn are upon the 


XXXV. 


righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
ery. 

16 The "face of the Lorp is against 
them thai do evil, to cut off the remem- 
brance of them from the earth. 

17 The righteous ery, and the Lorp 
heareth,° and delivereth them out of al] 
their troubles. 

18 The Lorp zs nigh tunto them that 
are of a broken heart; and saveth $ such 
as be of a contrite spirit. 

19 Many are the afflictions of the right- 
eous: but the Lorp delivereth him out of 
them all. 

20 He keepeth all his bones: not one of 
them is broken. 

21 Evil shall slay the wicked: and 
they that hate the righteous shall be 
desolate. |! 

22 The Lorp redeemeth the soul of his 
servants: and Pnone of them that trust 
in him shall be desolate. 


PSALM XXXV. 


1 David prayeth for his own safety, and his enemies’ 


Prayer Sor safety. 


confusion. 11 He complaineth of their wrongful 
dealing, 22 and pleadeth with God for deliverance. 


q A Psalm of David. 
LEAD 4my cause, O Lorn, with them 
that strive with me: fight against 
them that fight against me. 

2 Take hold of shield and buckler, and 
stand up for my help. 

3 Draw out also the spear, and stop the 
way against them that persecute me: say 
unto my soul, I am thy salvation. 

4 Let "them be confounded and put to 
shame that seek after my soul: let them 
be turned back and brought to confusion 
that devise my hurt. 





* Or, Achish ; 1Sam.21:13. a Eph.5:20. b1 Cor. 1 2:31. ¢ Psa. 
119:74. d@ Luke 1:46, ete. e Luke 1l:9. ft Or, flowed. f Psa. 
3:4 g¢ 28am 2:1. b Heb.1:14. i1Pet.2:3. j Pea. 2:12. 


k 1 Pet. 3:10,etc. 12Tim. 2:19. m Mat.5:9. 0 Ezek. 14: 7, 8. 
o Isa.65:24. $ Heb. to the brokenofheart. ® Heb. the contrite of 
spirit, || Or, guilty. p Psa. 84:11,12. q Lam.3:58. r Psa. 71: 24. 





PSALM XXXIV. 

Title, Changed his behavior; or, more liter- 
ally, changed his understanding, that is, feigned 
himself mad. 1 Sam. 21: 13. 

1. Continually ; statedly, habitually. 

2. Make her boast in the Lord; lor in him 
as my all-sufficient good. 

5. They ; who seek the Lord as their chief good. 

6. This poorman; David, who had been deliy- 
ered from great and sore distresses. 

7. The angel of the Lord; the minister of 
God’s will, sent to deliver all who trust in him. 

9. No want ; of any thing which will conduce 
to their highest good. 

Guile ; deceit. , 

15. Upon the righteous; for their benefit. 

18. Of a broken heart ; humbled and penitent 
for sin, and turned from the love and practice of it 


od. 
20. Not one of them is broken; unless it can 
be overruled for his higher good. 
22. Desolate ; destitute of real, permanent en- 


joyment. 
‘ INSTRUCTIONS. 
1. We always have reason to bless God, what- 





ever may be our present condition: our mercies 
are great and multiplied, and our sufferings less 
than we deserve. 

4. Jehovah can deliver his people not only from: 
evil, but also from the fear of it; so that in seeking 
him they shall not want any good, but be kept in 
perfect peace and filled with joy unspeakable, their 
minds being stayed on him. 

11. Those who know the blessedness of fearing, 
loving, and obeying God, are desirous that all 
others, especially the young, should experience the 
same benefit; and the earlier in life they become 
devoted to him, the greater ordinarily will be their 
excellence, usefulness, and happiness in future years. 

17. Supplication to God in trouble is the unfail- 
ing resource of his people, and they have blessed 
experience from time to time of his willingness and 
power to save. 


PSALM XXXV. 


4, Let them be confounded; this form of ex- 
pression is a prediction of what will take place with 
regard to those who continue in wickedness, and 
also implies denunciation uttered by inspired men 
against the enemies of God. 
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David prayeth PSALM 


5 Letthem be as *chaff before the wind: 
and let the angel of the Lorp chase them. 

6 Let their way be *dark and slippery: 
and let the angel of the Lorp persecute 
them. 

7 For without cause have they hid for 
me their net in a pit, which without 
cause they have digged for my soul. 

8 Let destruction come upon him tat 
unawares ;° and let his net that he hath 
hid catch himself: into that very destrue- 
tion let him fall. 

9 And my soul shall be joyful in the 
Lorp: it shall rejoice in his salvation. 

10 All my bones shall say, Lorp, who 
as like unto thee, which °¢deliverest the 
poor from him that is too strong for him, 
yea, the poor and the needy from him 
that spoileth him? 

11 Falset witnesses ‘did rise up; they 
laid $ to my charge things that I knew not. 

12 They rewarded me “evil for good to 
the |lspoiling of my soul. 

13 But as for me, when they were sick, 

my clothing was sackcloth: I *humbled 
_ my soul with fasting; and my prayer re- 
turned into mine own bosom. 

14 | tbehaved myself tas though he had 
been my friend or brother: I bowed down 
heavily, as one that mourneth for his 
mother. 

15 But in mine $ adversity they rejoiced, 
and gathered themselves together: yea, 
‘ the fabjects gathered themselves together 
against me, and I knew zt not; they did 
tear me, and ceased not: 

16 With hypocritical mockers in feasts, 
they gnashed upon me with their teeth. 

17 Lord, how long wilt thou look on? 
rescue my soul from their destructions, 
my | darling from the ® lions. 

18 I will give thee thanks in the great 
congregation: I will praise thee among 
much* people. 


XXXVI. 


19 Let not them that are mine enemies 
wrongfullyt rejoice over me: neither let 
them wink with the eye that ‘hate me 
without a cause. 

20 For they speak not peace: but they 
devise) deceitful matters against them 
that are quiet in the land. 

21 Yea, they opened their mouth wide 
against me, and said, * Aha, aha, our eye 
hath seen it. 

22 This thou hast seen, O Lorp: keep 
not ‘silence: O Lord, be not far from me. 

23 Stir ™up thyself, and awake to my 
judgment, even unto my cause, my God 
and my Lord. | 

24 Judge "me, O Lorn my God, accord- 
ing to thy °righteousness; and let them 
not rejoice over me. 

25 Let them not say in their hearts, 
Ah,? so would we have it: let them not 
say, We have swallowed him up. 

26 Let them be ashamed and brought 
to confusion together that rejoice at my 
hurt: let them be Pclothed with shame 
and dishonor that magnify themselves 
against me. 

27 Let them shout for joy, and be glad, 
that favor my Srighteous cause: yea, 
let them 4say continually, Let the Lorp 
be magnified, which hath pleasure in the 
prosperity of his servant. 

28 And 'my tongue shall speak of thy 
righteousness and of thy praise all the 
day long. 


PSALM XXEV i 


1 The grievous estate of the wicked. 5 The excellency 
of God’s mercy. 10 David prayeth for God’s favor to 
the upright in heart. 


§] To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David the 
servant of the Lorp. 
HE transgression of the wicked saith 
within my heart, that there is no fear 
of God before his eyes. 
2 For he flattereth himself in his own 


against his enemies. 





a Rsael4, 
knoweth not of, b 1 Thes. 5:3. ¢ Prov. 22: 22,23. ¢ Heb. Witnesses 
cf wrong. 4 Psa.27:12; Mat. 26: 59-6! % Heb. asked me. e John 
10:32, || Heb.depriving. * Or, afflicted. + Heb. walked. t Heb. 
as a friend, asa brother tome. Heb. halting. f Job 30: 18; 


* Heb. darkness and slipperiness. + Heb. which he 


etc. g Lam. 2:16; Acts 7:54. || Heb. only one. h Psa. 22:29. 
* Heb. strong. + Heb. falsely. i John 15:25. j Mat. 12:24. k Psa. 
40:15. 1 Psa. 50:21; Isa.65:6. m Psa.80:2. n 1 Pet.2: 93. 
o 2 Thes.1:6. + Heb. 4h, ah, our soul. p Psa. 132: 18. @ Heb. 
righteousness. 4 Psa.70:4. ¥ Psa.34:1. 





5. As chaff; driven by the wind and utterly 
destroyed. The angel of the Lord; the minister 
of God’s will, sent to destroy his enemies. 

8. Him; the chief persecutor, who had excited 
others to the same diabolical work. 

10. Ali my bones; all his powers. 

11. I knew not ; was ignorant of, because I had 
not committed them. 

13. Returned into mine own bosom; he ex- 
perienced the benefit of his prayers, though they did 
not benefit his enemies. 

17. My darling; my soul. Psa. 22:20. 

19. Wink with the eye; in malicious triumph. 

21. Aha ; an expression of triumph and contempt. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

4. Those who perseveringly oppose God and his 
people will be confounded and put to shame. They 
will be cast away as worthless and be destroyed. 
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8. Leaders in persecution will be distinguished 
in their punishment, and the destruction which they 
sought to bring upon others will come on themselves. 

13. The people of God should never be overcome 
of evil, but endeavor to overcome evil with good; 
and in this way, if they do not benefit others, they 
will greatly benefit themselves. 

18. The friends of God desire his salvation, not 
only on account of its effects on themselves, but 
that God may be honored, and increasing multi- 
tudes be led to glorify him. 

26. The destruction of the people of God would 
bring great dishonor on him, while their deliverance 
and salvation will be greatly to his glory. 

PSALM XXXVI. 

1 Satth ; is conclusive evidence to me. 

2. He flattereth himself; that he is good, not- 
withstanding all his iniquities. 








Falsehood of the wicked. 


eyes, *until his iniquity be found to be 
hateful. . 

3 The words of his mouth are iniquity 
and deceit: he hath left off to be wise, 
and to *do good. 

4 He deviseth tmischief upon ° his bed; 
he setteth himself in a way that is not 
good; he °abhorreth not evil. 

5 Thy mercy, O Lorp, is in the heavens; 
and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the 
clouds. 

6 Thy righteousness is like the ¢ great 
mountains; thy judgments are a great 
deep :* O Lorp, thou preservest man and 
beast. 

7 How Sexcellent is thy loving-kindness, 
O God! therefore the children of men put 
their trust under the shadow of thy wings. 

8 They °shall be | abundantly satisfied 
with the fatness of thy house; and thou 
shalt make them drink of the ‘river of 
thy pleasures. 

9 For & with thee is the fountain of life: 
in "thy light shall we see light. 

10 Oh *continue thy loving-kindness 
unto them that know thee ; and thy right- 
eousness to the upright in heart. 

11 Let not the foot of pride come against 
me, and let not the hand of the wicked 
remove me. 

12 There are the workers of iniquity 
fallen: they are cast down, and shall not 
be able to rise. 


PSALM XXXVII. 


David persuadeth to patience and confidence in God, by 
the different estate of the godly and the wicked. 


A Psalm of David. 
RET ‘not thyself because of evil 
doers, neither be thou /envious against 
the workers of iniquity. 


PSALM XXXVII. 


Confiding in God. 


2 For they shall soon be cut down like 
the grass, and wither as the green herb. 

3 Trust in the Lorn, and do good; so 
shalt thou dwell in the land, and + verily 
thou shalt be fed. 

4 Delight * thyself also inthe Lorn; and 
he shall give thee the desires of thy heart. 

5 Commit? thy way unto the Lorp; 
trust also in him; and he shall bring it 
to pass. 

6 And 'he shall bring forth thy right- 
eousness as the light, and thy judgment 
as the noonday. 

7 Rest$ in the Lorn, and ™ wait patient- 
ly for him: fret not thyself because of 
him who prospereth in his way, because 
of the man who bringeth wicked devices 
to pass. 

8 Cease from anger, and forsake wrath : 
fret not thyself in any wise to do evil. 

9 For evil-doers shall be cut off: but 
those that wait upon the Lorp, they shall 
inherit the earth. 

10 For yet a little while, and the wick- 
ed shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently 
consider his place, and it shall not be. 

11 But "the meek shall inherit the earth ; 
and shall delight themselves in the abun- 
dance of peace. 

12 The wicked !Iplotteth against the just, 
and gnasheth upon him with his teeth. 

13 The Lord shall laugh at him: for he 
seeth that his day is coming. 

14 The wicked have drawn out the 
sword, and have bent their bow, to cast 
down the poor and needy, and to slay 
such* as be of upright conversation. 

15 Their sword shall enter into their 
own heart, and their bows shall be broken. 

16 A ° little that a righteous man hath 
is better than the riches of many wicked. 





* Heb. to find his iniquity to hate. a Jer. 4:22. t Or, vanity. 
b Prov. 4:16. ¢ Psa.97:10. + Heb. mountains of God. @ Rom. 
11:33. % Heb. precious; 1 Pet.2:7. ¢ Psa. 65:4. || Heb. wa- 
tered. f Rev.22:1,17. g Jer. 2:13; John4:10,14. hb 2Cor. 
4:6. * Heb. draw out at length. i1 Sam. 1:6; Prov. 24:19. j Psa. 


73:3. ¢ Heb. in truth, or stableness. k Isa. 58:14. t Heb. Roll thy 
way upon; Psa. 22:8. 1 Mic. 7: 8,9. @ Heb. Be silent to. m Prov. 
20:22; Lam.3:25,26. m Mat.5:5. || Or, practiseth. * Heb. 
the upright of way. © Prov. 15: 16. 





8. Fatness of thy house; its spiritual privi- 
leges and pleasures. 

9. The fountain ; God is the author of life, and 
all its blessings flowfromhim. In thy light shall 
we see light ; God is the uncreated source of li ght; 
when he shines upon the souls of his people, they see 
light. Light is here put for salvation in the widest 
sense. 

10. Know thee; in such a manner as to trust in 


and obey him. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The conduct of wicked men shows the state of 
their hearts, and none are the friends of God who do 
not make it their great object habitually to obey him. 

2. Wicked men live in constant self-flattery and 
self-delusion. Thus they keep themselves ignorant 
‘f their true character, and encourage themselves 
in a life of sin, till they perish without remedy. 

3. When men neglect to do what they know to 
be right, they deliberately do what they know to 
be evil; and unless restrained by the grace of God, 

ill grow worse and worse till they perish. 





5. The glorious perfections of God infinitely sur- 
pass every thing in nature; and are a sure foun- 
dation of confidence to all who trust in him. 

7. By the loving-kindness of God many are led 
totrust in him, and thus to learn that in the keep- 
ing of his commands there is greatreward. In his 
presence there is fulness of joy, and at his right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore. 


PSALM XXXVII. 


1. Envious ; uneasy at others’ prosperity. 

3. Dwell in the land; be supplied with al 
needed good. 

5. He shall bring it to pass ; accomplish, in 
the best way, the most desirable ends. 

9. Wait upon the Lord; in humble dependence 
on him, and diligent use of the means of his ap- 
pointment. Ver. 34. Inherit the earth ; enjoy 
the blessing of God. 

13. His day; the sinner’s day of ruin. 

15. Enter into their own heart ; their efforts 
to destroy others shall ruin themselves. 
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Different ends of 


be broken: but the Lorp upholdeth the 
righteous. LIS 

18 The Lorp knoweth the days of th 
upright: and their inheritance shall be 
for ever. 

19 They shall not be ashamed in th 
evil time: and in the days of famine they 
shall be satisfied. 

20 But the wicked shall perish, and the 
enemies of the Lorp shall be as the *fat 
of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke 
shall they consume away. 

21 The wicked borroweth, and payeth 
not again: but the righteous showeth 
mercy, and giveth. 

22 For such as be blessed of him shall 
inherit the earth ; and they that be cursed 
of him shall be cut off. 

23 The ‘steps of a good man are for- 
dered by the Lorp: and he delighteth in 
his way. 

24 Though “he fall, he shall not be ut- 
terly cast down: for the Lorp upholdeth 
him with his hand. 

25 I have been young, and now am old; 
yet® have I not seen the righteous for- 
saken, nor his seed begging bread. 

26 He is tever merciful, and lendeth ; 
and his seed zs blessed. 

27 Depart from evil, and do good; and 
dwell for evermore. 

28 For ‘the Lorp loveth judgment, and 
forsaketh not his saints; they are &pre- 
served for ever; "but the seed of the 
wicked shall be cut off. 

29 The righteous shall inherit the land, 
and dwell therein for ever. 

30 The ‘mouth of the righteous speak- 
eth wisdom, and his tongue talketh of 
judgment. 

31 The law of his God is in his/ heart; 
none of his /steps shall slide. 

32 The wicked watcheth the righteous, 
and seeketh to slay him. 


PSALM XXXVIII. 
17 For *the arms of the wicked shall| 


good and bad men. 


33 The Lorp ¥ will not leave him in his © 
hand, nor 'condemn him when he is 
judged. 

34 Wait ™on the Lorp, and keep his 
way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit 
the land: when the wicked are cut off, 
thou shalt see zt. 

35 I "have seen the wicked in great 
power, and spreading himself like a 
green!! bay-tree. . 

36 Yet he passed away, and lo, he was 
not: yea, I sought him, but he could not 
be found. 

37 Mark the perfect man, and behold 
the upright: for the °end of that man is 
peace. 

38 But the Ptransgressors shall be de- 
stroyed together: the end of the wicked 
shall be cut off. 

39 But the salvation of the righteous zs 
of the Lorn: he is their strength in the 
time of trouble. 

40 And the Lorp shall help them, and 
deliver them: ‘he shall deliver them 
from the wicked, and save them, because 
they trust in him. 


PSALM XXXVIII. 


David imploreth God to take compassion on his pitiful 
case. 


q A Psalm of David, to bring * to remembrance. 
LORD, rebuke me not in thy wrath: 
neither chasten me in thy hot dis- 

pleasure. 

2 For thine *arrows stick fast in me, 
and thy hand presseth me sore. 

3 There is no soundness in my flesh 
because of thine anger; neither zs there 
any *rest in my ‘bones because of my sin. 
4 For mine iniquities are gone over 
my" head: as a heavy burden they are 
too heavy for me. 

5 My ‘wounds stink and are eorrupt 
because of my foolishness. 

6 I am ttroubled; I am bowed down 





a Ezek. 30: 21,etc. b1 Pet.1:3,4. * Heb. preciousness. ¢ Prov. 
16:9. + Or, established. a Mic.7:8 © Isa. 33:16; Heb. 13:5, 6. 
¢ Heb. alltheday. f Isa. 30:18. g 1 Pet. 1:5. h Isa. 14:20. 
i Mat. 12:35. j Deut.6:6; Isa.51:7. Or, goings. k 2 Pet. 





20. Consume away ; be utterly destroyed. 

22. Him ; God. 

27. Dwell for evermore; in the presence and 
under the favor of God. 

INSTRUCTIONS. ; 

1. Uneasiness at the prosperity of others is re- 
bellion against the providence of God, and a source 
of sin and misery to him who indulges it. 

A. Delight in the character, will, and ways of 
God is a means of increasing excellence, usefulness, 
and enjoyment. 

10. The prosperity of the wicked, however great, 
is of short continuance, and will soon come to a 
perpetual end. 

16. The blessing of God as a portion is more 
valuable than the possession of all earthly good, 
and it will continue for ever. 
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2:9. 1 Rom. 8:1,34. mver. 7. nu Job 5:3; Isa. 14:14-19. || Or, 
tree that groweth in his own soil. © Prov. 14:32. » Mat. 13:30. 
q Dan. 3:17-28. Yr Psa. 70, title. 8 Job6:4. * Heb. peace, or 
health. t Psa.51:8 uEzra9:6. vIsa.1:5,6. ft Heb. wearted. 





25. Devotion to God is the best way to secure 
not only one’s own good, but the good of his chil- 
dren and of his most distant posterity. 

34. Perseverance in the path of duty will in due 
time be honored, and meet with an abundant 
reward. . 

40. Trust in God through Christ is the grand 
means of peace and safety, and will secure eter- 
nal life. 


PSALM XXXVII. 


Title, To bring to remembranee ; by recount- 
ing to God his sorrows, and pleading before him his 
promises. 

2. Thine arrows; the afflictions which God 
sent upon him. 

5. Foolishness; the folly and blindness of sin. 








PSALM 


greatly; I go mourning all the day 
long. 

7 For my loins are filled with a loath- 
some disease: and there is no soundness 
in my flesh. 

8 I am feeble and sore broken: I have 
roared* by reason of the disquietness of 
my heart. 

9 Lord, all my desire zs »before thee; 
and my groaning is not hid from thee. 

10 My heart panteth, my strength fail- 
eth me: as for the ‘light of mine eyes, it 
also is gone *from me. 

11 My lovers and my friends stand 
aloof‘ from my tsore; and my +kinsmen 
stand® afar off. 

12 They also that seek after my life lay 
snares for me; and they that seek my 
hurt speak mischievous things, and imag- 
ine deceits all the day long. 

13 But ‘I, as a deaf man, heard not; 
and J was as a dumb man that openeth 
not his mouth. 

14 Thus I was as a man that heareth 
not, and in whose mouth are no reproofs. 


Imploring God’s mercy. 


15 For Sin thee, O Lorn, do I hope: | 


thou wilt !|hear, O Lord my God. 

16 Forlsaid, Hear me, lest otherwise they 
should rejoice over me: when my foot slip- 
peth, they magnify themselves against me. 

17 For I am ready *to halt, and my sor- 
row zs continually before me. 

18 For I will declare mine iniquity; I 
will be &sorry for my sin. 

19 But mine enemies tare lively, and 
they are strong: and they that hate me 
wrongfully are multiplied. 

20 They also that render evil for good 
are mine adversaries; because I follow 
the thing that good is. 

21 Forsake me not, O Lorp: O my God, 
be not far from me. 


XXXIX. Shortness of life. 


22 Make haste #to help me, O Lord my 
salvation. 


PSALM XXXIX. 


1 David’s care for his thoughts. 4 He prayeth for a 
sense of the brevity and vanity of life, 7 for pardon, 
10 and for deliverance from God’s judgments. 


§] To the chief Musician, even to »J eduthun, 
A Psalm of David. 
SAID, I will take heed to my ways, 
that I sin not with my ‘tongue: I will 
keep my mouth with a bridle, while the 
wicked is before me. 

2 I was dumb with silence; I held my 
peace, even from good; and my sorrow 
was || stirred. 

3 My heart was hot within me; while 
I was musing the fire burned: then spake 
I with my tongue, 

4 Lorp, make me to know mine end, 
and the measure of my days, what it és ; 
that I may know *how frail I am. 

5 Behold, thou hast made my days as a 
handbreath ; and * mine age is as nothing 
before thee: verily every man tat his 
best state 7s altogether vanity. Selah. | 

6 Surely every man walketh in ta vain 
show: surely they are disquieted in vain: 
he 'heapeth up riches, and knoweth not 
who shall gather them. 

7 And now, Lord, what wait I for? my 
hope zs in thee. 

8 Deliver me from all my transgres- 
sions: make me not the reproach of the 
foolish. 

9 I was dumb, I opened not my mouth; 
because thou didst zt. 

10 Remove thy stroke away from me: 
I am consumed by the § blow of thy hand. 

11 When thou with rebukes dost cor- 
rect man for iniquity, thou makest !! his 
beauty to consume away like a moth: 
surely every man zs vanity. Selah. 





a Psa. 32:3. b John 1:48. ¢ Lam. 5:16,17. * Heb. not with. 
@ Mat. 26:56; Luke 10:31, 32. 7 Heb. stroke. ¢ Or, my neigh- 
bors. e Luke23:49. f 2Sam.16:10,etc.; Isa.42:19,20. % Heb. 
thee do Iwait for. || Or, answer. * Heb. for halting. g¢ 2 Cor.7:9, 10. 
t Heb. being living, are strong. $ Heb. for my help. b 1 Chron. 


16:41, i Prov. 21:23; James 3:2,etc. @ Heb. a bridle, or muz- 
zle formy mouth. j Col.4:5. || Heb. troubled. * Or, what time 
Thave here. k Psa.90:4,etc. + Heb. settled. + Heb. animage. 
1 Eccl. 2:18, etc.; Luke 12:20, 21. Heb. conflict. || Heb. that 
which is to be desired in him to melt away. 





11. Sore; more literally, stroke, the suffering 
which God had inflicted on him. While his ene- 
mies took advantage of his distresses, his friends kept 
at a distance from him. 

13. Heard not; he was silent, as though he 
heard not. A description of meekness and patience. 

18. Declare mine iniquity ; confess it. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. The righteous view their sins as the cause of 
all their cotacuea and however great their dis- 
tresses, they feel that they suffer less than their 
iniquities deserve. 

9. God is perfectly acquainted with all the afflic- 
tions of his people, and lays no more upon them 
than he will enable them by his grace to bear and 
will overrule for their sanctification and salvation. 

13. Silent and hearty submission to the will of 
God as manifested in his providence honors him, 
and prepares the way for deliverance from all evil 
and the enjoyment of great and everlasting good. 





The Lord Jesus Christ, who was brought as a lamb 
to the slaughter, opened not his mouth. 

18. Penitence for sin, ingenuous confession of it, 
and hearty application to the blood of Christ for 
pardon, are essential to forgiveness with God, and 
to the experience of his salvation. 


PSALM XXXIX. 

1. Keep my mouth ; be silent. 

2. Even from good ; in carrying out his reso- 
lution to guard his words, he refrained from saying 
even what was just in self-vindication. 

3. The fire burned; his heart became warm, 
and he desired to speak, as he did in the following 
verses to God. 

6. They; who seek this world as their chief good. 

9. Thou didst it ; his afflictions were sent by 
God. 
11. Like a moth ; as a moth destroys a gar- 
ment, so health and beauty are consumed by the 
afflicting hand of God. 
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Obedience the best sacrifice. 


12 Hear my prayer, O Lorp, and give 
ear unto my cry; hold not thy peace at 
my tears: for I am a stranger with thee, 
and a sojourner, as all my fathers were. 

13 Oh spare me, that I may recover 
strength, before I go hence, and be no 
more. 


PSALM XL. 


1 The benefit of confidencein God. 6 Obedience is the 
best sacrifice. 11 David’s sense of evils exciteth him 
to prayer. 


{ To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 
flat an patiently for the Lorn; and 
he inclined unto me, and heard my ery. 

2 He brought me up also out of a thorri- 
ble pit, out of the miry clay, and setmy feet 
upon a rock, and established my goings. 

3 And he hath put a new song in my 
mouth, even praise unto our God: many 
shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in 
the Lorp. 

4 Blessed is that man that maketh the 
Lorp his trust, and *respecteth not the 
proud, nor such as turn Paside to lies. 

5 Many, O Lorp my God, are thy won- 
derful ©“ works whieh thou hast done, and 
thy ‘thoughts which are to us-ward: ithey 
cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: 
tf I would declare and speak of them, they 
are more than can be numbered. 

6 Sacrifice® and offering thou didst not 
desire; mine ears hast thou $ opened: 
burnt-offering and sin-offering hast thou 
not required. 

7 Then said I, Lo, I come: fin the vol- 
ume of the book zt 7s written of me. 


PSALM XL. 


Prayer amidst evils. 


8 I Sdelight to do thy will, O my God: 
yea, thy law zs || within my heart. 

9 Ihave ® preached righteousness in the 
great congregation: lo, I have not re- 
frained my lips, O Lorn, thou knowest. 

10 I have not ‘hid thy righteousness 
within my heart; I have declared thy 
faithfulness and thy salvation: I have 
not concealed thy loving-kindness and 
thy truth from the great congregation. 

11 Withhold not thou thy tender mer- 
cies from me, O Lorp: let thy loving- 
kindness and thy j truth continually pre- 
serve me. ; 

12 For ‘innumerable evils have com- 
passed me about: mine !iniquities have 
taken hold upon me, so that I am not able 
to ™look up ; they are more than the hairs 
of my head: therefore my heart *faileth 
me. 

13 Be pleased, O Lorn, to deliver me: 
O Lorp, make haste to help me. 

14 Let them be ashamed and confound- 
ed together that seek after my soul to 
destroy it; let them be driven backward 
and put to shame that wish me evil. 

15 Let them be desolate for a reward of 
their shame that say unto me, Aha, aha. 

16 Let all those that seek thee rejoice 
and be glad in thee: let such as love thy 
salvation say continually, The Lorp be 
magnified. 

17 But I am poor and needy; yet the 
Lorp "thinketh upon me; thou art my 
help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, 
O my God. 





* Heb. In watting [waited. + Heb. a pit of noise. a Psa. 15:4. 
b Psa. 125:5. ¢ Job9:10. d Jer. 29:11. Or, none can order 
them unto thee. e¢ Psa.51:16; Heb.10:4-10. @ Heb. digged ; 
Ex. 21:6. f Luke 24:44; John 5:39. g John 4:34. || Heb. in 


the midst of my bowels. h Luke 4: 16-22. i Acts 20:20,27. j Psa. 
85:10. k Heb. 4:15, 1 Psa.38:4,etc. m Luke18:13,14. * Heb. 
Sorsaketh. nu ver.5; 1 Pet. 5:7. 





12. A stranger—a sojourner; one on a pil- 
grimage; passing quickly through this to the eter- 
nal world. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. Great circumspection in conversation, espe- 
cially in the presence of the wicked, is a duty; but 
neither fear nor favor should hinder us from speak- 
ing that which is good, or making known our wants 
and offering our requests in prayer and supplication 
to God. 

6. Those who seek the world as their chief good, 
find that it leaves them when they most need sup- 
port; while it may be the ruin of those who come 
after them. 

12. As the continuance of man upon the earth is 
like a vapor which appeareth for a little time and 
then vanisheth away, his treasure should be laid 
up in heaven and his affections should be there; 
then, when absent from the body he will be present 
with the Lord, and the God whom he served will 
be his inheritance and his portion for ever. 


PSALM XL. 

This psalm has its fulfilment in the sufferings 
and deliverances of all God’s people; but more 
especially of those who are set over them, as was 
David, and thus act in their behalf. And since 
God has made our Lord Jesus Christ “ Head over all 
things to the church, which is his body,” it is ful- 
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filled in him in the highest sense, and is accordingly 
applied to him in the New Testament. 

2. Horrible pit—miry clay; great difficulties 
and distresses. 

3. A new song ; for new deliverance. 
his deliverance and subsequent blessings. 

6. Sacrifice and offering; such external ser- 
vices as the law prescribed. Mine ears hast thou 
opened ; to hearken to and obey the Father’s will. 
See Exod. 21:6, and Heb. 10:5. 

7. Lo, I come; that is, to do thy will. These 
words apply in their highest sense to the Saviour. 

9. Preached righteousness; declared divine 
truth to the people. 

12. Mine inigurties ; these words apply, in . 
their proper sense, only to the chastisements which 
God inflicts upon his people for their sins. In the 
Lord Jesus they are fulfilled only in the sense that 
God laid upon him the iniquities of us all, so that, - 
though guiltless, he suffered for us. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Those who continue to wait upon God by 
humble prayer and supplication, and in the diligent 
use of all the appointed means of grace, will find 
in the end that the Lord hears and answers, and 
does exceeding abundantly for them according to 
all their wants. 

3. The blessings which God bestows upon his 


See tt; 





reer 


— 


David complaineth 
PSALM XLI. 


1 The blessedness of the man who careth for the poor. 
4 David complaineth of his enemies’ treachery. 10 
He fleeth to God for succor. 


{ To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 
LESSED®* is he that considereth the 
poor;* the Lorp will deliver him in 

timet of trouble. 

2 The Lorp will preserve him, and keep 
him alive ; and he shall be blessed upon 
the earth: and #thou wilt not deliver 
him unto the will of his enemies. 

3 The Lorp will strengthen him upon 
the bed of languishing: thou wilt make 
all his bed in his sickness. 

4 Isaid,“Lorp, be merciful unto me: ¢heal 
my soul; for I have sinned against thee. 

5 Mine enemies speak evil of me, When 
shall he die, and his name perish ? 

6 And if he come to see me, he speaketh 
vanity : his heart gathereth iniquity to it- 
self; when he goeth abroad, he telleth 7t. 

7 All that hate me whisper together 
against me: against me do they Iidevise 
my hurt. 

8 An* evil disease, say they, cleaveth 
fast unto him: and now that he lieth he 
shall rise up no more. 

9 Yea, tmine own familiar friend, in 
whom I trusted, which ‘did eat of my 
bread, hath # lifted up his heel against me. 

10 But thou, O Lorp, be merciful unto me, 
and raise me up, that I may requite them. 


PSALM XLII. 


of his enemies. 


11 By this I know that thou favorest 
me, because mine enemy doth not tri- 
umph over me. 

12 And as for me, thou upholdest me 
in mine integrity, and settest me before 
thy face for ever. 

13 Blessed be the Lory God of Israel from 
everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen, 
and Amen. 


PSALM XLII. 


1 David’s zeal to serve God in the temple. 5 He en- 
courageth his soul to trust in God. 


§] To the chief Musician, *Maschil, for the sons of 
Korah. 
qite the hart !|panteth after the water- 
brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, 
O God. 

2 My soul thirsteth for God, for the 
living God: when shall I come and 
appear before God? 

3 My tears have been my meat day and 
night, while they continually say unto 
me, Where is thy God? 

4 When I remember these things, I pour 
out my soul in me: for I had gone with the 
multitude, I went with them to the house 
of God, with the voice of ‘joy and praise, 
with a multitude that kept holyday. 

5 Why art thou *cast down, O my soul? 
and why art thou disquieted in me? hope 
thou in God; for I shall yet + praise him 
for* the help of his countenance. 





a Prov. 14:21; Heb.6:10. * Heb. weak, or sick. + Heb. the 
day of evil. $ Or, do not thou. b Psa. 37:32, 33. Heb. turn. 
¢ Psa. 32:5, d Psa.147:3; Hos.6:1. © Prov.26:24, 25. || Heb. 
evilto me. * Heb. A thing of Belial. + Heb. the man of my 


peace. f Job 19:39; John 13:18. 4} Heb. magnified. @ Or, A 
Psalm giving instruction to the sons, etc. || Heb. brayeth. g Psa. 
63:1; John 7:37. h Job23:3. i Psa.122:1. * Heb. bowed down. 
} Or, give thanks. + Or, his presence is salvation. 





people in answer to prayer, encourage many to pray 
and to put their trust in him. 

8. External service is nothing in the sight of God, 
without obedience of heart to his revealed will. 

12. The number and aggravations of our sins are 
such as would for ever shut us out from the favor 
of God, and prevent our ever seeking him, were it 
not for his mercy and grace in Christ Jesus. 

17. The kind thoughts of God towards the poor 
and needy keep them from sinking into despair, lead 
them to bixe for deliverance, and prepare them to 
magnify the riches of his grace in their salvation. 


PSALM XLI. 


1. Considereth ; has compassion upon the poor, 
and assists them. 

3. Make all his bed ; comfort and support him. 

4. Heal my soul; deliver it from the power and 
guilt of sin. 

9. Mine own familiar friend ; these words re- 
fer to the conduct of Ahithophel towards David, but 
had their most perfect fulfilment in the treachery of 
Judas, and were applied to him by the Saviour him- 
self. John 13:18. 

10. May requite them; in these words David, 
and in David Christ, speaks as the head and repre- 
sentative of God’s church. Itis no private revenge 
which he desires, but the deliverance of God’s peo- 

le from their malicious foes, who in seeking his 
Restiuction seek theirs also. 

12. Settest me before thy face; makest me 
blessed in thy presence. 

13. Amen, and Amen ; this doxology marks the 





conclusion of the first of the five books, or rolls, into 
which the Psalms have been from ancient times 
divided. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Compassion to the poor and needy, and readi- 
ness to assist them for the Lord’s sake and in imi- 
tation of his example, is an evidence of love to him 
and preparation for the reception of his mercies. 

4. The pardon of sin and deliverance from its 
guilt and power are more to be desired than deliy- 
erance from temporal suffering, or the possession of 
all earthly good. 

9. Confidence in creatures may be sadly disap- 
pointed ; but trust in the Lord, and expectation of 
good from him in the keeping of his commands, will 
be fully realized and meet an abundant reward. 

11. God’s faithfulness to his covenant people 
makes the destruction of their incorrigible enemies 
necessary and certain. Though they may triumph 
for a season, he will manifest his everlasting loy- 
ing-kindness towards his church in their final over- 
throw. 


PSALM XLII. 


1. Hart; deer. 

2. Appear before God; in the place of his 
worship; from which the psalmist was manifestly 
exiled when he wrote this and the following psalm. 

3. They ; his unbelieving enemies. 

5. Help of his countenance ; to see the light 
of God’s countenance is to enjoy his presence and 
favor; and that is salvation. Num. 6: 25, 26; 
Psa. 4:6. The psalmist has reference to those 
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David encourageth his 


6 O my God, my *soul is cast down 
within me: therefore will I remember 
thee from the land of Jordan, and of the 
Hermonites, from *the hill Mizar. 

7 Deep calleth unto deep at the noise 
of thy waterspouts: all thy > waves and 
thy billows are gone over me. 

8 Yel the Lorn will command his lov- 
ing-kindness in the daytime, and in the 
night his song shall be with me, and my 
prayer unto the God of my life. 

9 [ will say unto God my rock, Why 
hast thou forgotten me? why go I mourn- 
ing because of the oppression of the ene- 
my? 

10 As with a tsword in my bones, mine 
enemies reproach me; while they say 
daily unto me, Where zs thy God? 

11 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? 
and why art thou disquieted within me? 
hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise 
him, who is the health of my countenance, 
and my God. 


PSALM XLIII. 


1 David, praying to be restored to the temple, promis- 
eth to serve God joyfully. 5 He encourageth his soul 
to trust in God. 


UDGE me, O God, and plead my cause 

against an tungodly nation: oh de- 
liver me from $the deceitful and unjust 
man. / 

2 For thou art the God of my strength: 
why dost thou cast me off? why go I 
mourning because of the oppression of 
the enemy ? 

3 Oh send out thy light and thy truth: 
let them lead me; let them bring me unto 
thy holy hill, and to thy. tabernacles. 


PSALM XLIV. 


soul to trust in God. 


4 Then will I go unto the altar of God, 
unto God !l!my exceeding joy: yea, upon 
the harp willI praise thee, O God my God. 

5 Why “ art thou cast down, O my soul ? 
and why art thou disquieted within me ? 
hope in God: for I shall yet praise him, 
who is the health of my countenance, and 
my God. 


PSALM XLIV. 


1 The church, in memory of former favors, 7 complain- 
eth of her present evils. 17 Professing her integrity, 
24 she fervently prayeth for succor. 


{ To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, 
Maschil. 
E have heard with our ears, O God, 
our fathers have told us, what work 
thou didst in their days, in the times of 
old. 

2 How thou didst drive out the heathen 
with thy hand, and plantedst them; how 
thou didst afflict the people, and cast them 
out. 

3 For ‘they got not the land in posses- 
sion by their own sword, neither did their 
own arm save them: but thy right hand, 
and thine arm, and the light of thy coun- 
tenance, ° because thou hadst a favor unto 
them. : 

4 Thou art my King, O God: 
deliverances for Jacob. 

5 Through thee will we push down our 
enemies: through thy name will we tread 
them under that rise up against us. 

6 For I will not trust in my bow, nei- 
ther shall my sword save me. 

7 But thou hast saved us from our ene- 
mies, and hast put them to shame that 
hated us. 


command 





a Psa.77:3-10. * Or, the little hill; Psa.133:3. b Psa. 88:7. 
¢ Or, killing. $ Or, unmerciful. % Heb. a man of deceit and in- 


iquity. 
24:12. 


|! Heb. the gladness of my joy. 


c Psa. 42: 5,11. 
e Deut. 4:37. f Hos.1:7. 


g Psa. 132: 18. 


d Josh. 





manifestations of God’s presence which he had en- 
joyed in his sanctuary. Psa. 63:2. 

6. The Hermonites ; the country north-east of 
Palestine. The hill Mizar; a little hill in the 
land of Hermon. Even if there, far away’from 
mount Zion, he would still trust in God. 

7. Thy waterspouts; the troubles with which 
David was afflicted. 

9. Forgotten me; delayed to deliver me. 

10. A swordin my bones; expressive of intense 
distress. 

11. The health of my cowntenance ; his de- 
liverer, and restorer to health, prosperity, gladness, 
and joy. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Piety will lead those who have it to desire the 

presence and favor of God more than all earthly 
good. 
2. A characteristic of true religion is strong at- 
tachment to the public worship of God. i'd who 
undervalue and neglect the sanctuary, are unlike the 
believers described in God’s word. 

5. The scriptural way of finding relief from anx- 
iety of spirit, is to pray, and trust in God’s prom- 
ises. . 

9. Though God may long delay to answer the 
pores of his people, or appear for their deliverance 
rom trouble, they will not despair, but continue 
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to call upon him, to hope in his mercy, and expect 
that in due time he will grant them complete and 


PSALM XLIII. 

3. Thy holy hill; Zion. Thy tabernacles ; 
the tabernacle which David pitched on Zion when 
he transferred the ark to that place. The plural 
“tabernacles ” is elsewhere used, perhaps with ref- 
erence to its various divisions into the court, the 
holy place, and the holy of holies. Psa. 84:1. 

‘ INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The piety or usefulness of any one, however 
great, will not in this world save him from trouble. 

3. The greatest desire of a pious man is to be led 
in the path of truth and duty, and to enjoy the ordi- 
nances and favor of God. In these he rejoices more 
than in all earthly good. 

5. In his greatest distresses the good man still 
trusts in God, and is supported by the hope that he 
shall in due time be delivered from all trouble, and 
prepared to praise and enjoy him for ever. 


PSALM XLIV. 
3. The land; the land of Canaan. 
4. Jacob; the children of Israel. 
5. Through thy name; through thy perfec- 
tions. The name of God expresses the sum of his 
revealed attributes. 


‘enduring relief. 


eee eet) ee? 
ASSN 
Seng pee 


The church’s 


8 In God we boast all the day long, and 
praise thy name for ever. Selah. 

9 But thou hast cast *off and put us to 
shame ; and goest not forth with our armies. 

10 Thou makest us to turn »back from 
the enemy: and they which hate us spoil 
for themselves. 

11 Thou hast given us *like sheep ap- 
pointed for meat; and hast scattered us 
among the heathen. 

12 Thou “sellest thy people tfor naught, 
and dost not increase thy wealth by their 
price. 

13 Thou makest us a ‘reproach to our 
neighbors, a scorn and a derision to them 
that are round about us. 

14 Thou makest us a byword among 
the heathen, a shaking of the head among 
the people. 

15 My confusion zs continually before 
me, and the shame of my face hath cov- 
ered me, 

16 For the voice of him that reproach- 
eth and blasphemeth; by reason of the 
enemy and avenger. 

17 All ‘this is come upon us; yet have 
we not forgotten thee, neither have we 
dealt falsely in thy covenant. 

18 Our heart is not turned £ back; neither 
have our ‘steps declined from thy way; 

19 Though thou hast sore broken us in 
the place of "dragons, and covered us 
with the ‘shadow of death. 


PSALM XLV. 


complaint to God. 


20 If we have forgotten the name of our 
God, or jstretched out our hands to a 
strange god ; 

21 Shall not God search this out? for 
he knoweth the secrets of the heart. 

22 Yea, “for thy sake are we killed all 
the day long; we are counted as sheep 
for the slaughter. 

23 Awake, why sleepest thou, O Lorn? 
arise, ‘cast us not off for ever. 

24 Wherefore hidest thou thy face, and 
forgettest our affliction and our oppres- 
sion? 

25 For our soul is bowed down to the 
dust: our belly cleaveth unto the earth. 

26 Arise Sfor our help, and redeem us 
for thy mercies’ sake. 


PSALM XLV. 
1 The majesty and grace of Christ’s kingdom. 10 The 
duty of the church, and the benefits thereof. 
{ To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, ™ for the 
sons of Korah, |i Maschil, A Song of loves. 
Y heart *is inditing a good matter: I 
speak of the things which I have 
made touching the king: my tongue is 
the pen of a ready writer. 

2 Thou art "fairer than the children of 
men: °grace is poured into thy lips: there- 
fore God hath blessed thee for ever. 

3 Gird thy Psword upon thy thigh, O 
most mighty, with thy glory and thy maj- 
esty. 





a Psa. 74:1; Lam.3:31,32. b Lev.26:17; Deut. 28: 25, 64. 
* Heb. as sheep of meat. ¢ Deut. 32:30. f+ Heb. without riches. 
d@ Jer. 24:9. ¢ Psa. 8:2. Dan. 9:13. g Job23:11,12; Psa. 
119:157. $ Or, goings. hIsa.35:7. i Psa.23:4. j Job 31: 26-28. 


k Rom. 8:36. 1 ver.9. 4 Heb. a help for us. m Psa. 69, 80. |] Or, 
of instruction. * Heb. boileth, or bubbleth up. mn Cant. 5:9-15. 
o Luke 4:22. p Heb. 4:12; Rev. 1:16. 





8. We boast; acknowledge God as their de- 
liverer. 

10. Spotl for themselves; for their own pleas- 
ure and aggrandizement. 

14. Byword—shaking of the head; a subject 
of contempt. 

17. Not forgotten thee; not apostatized from 


od. 

19. Place of dragons ; desolate place where 
wild animals dwell. The word here rendered 
“dragons” does not mean sea-monsters, which the 
Hebrew expresses by a different word. Shadow 
of death ; great and dreadful darkness. 

22. Killed all the day long; continually ex- 
posed to murderous persecution. These words, in 
which the ancient church expressed her bitter expe- 
rience, are applied by the apostle Paul to the suffer- 
ings of Christians under the new dispensation. 

23. Why sleepest thou ; God is represented as 
sleeping when he allows the enemies of his people 
to prevail against them. 

24. Forgettest our affliction; delayest to re- 
move it. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The history of God’s dealings with his people 
is full of instruction, and a knowledge of it should be 
communicated from parents to their children. 

3. The mercies which men enjoy come not through 
their own power and os mates but through the 
power and goodness of God. 

9. In the discipline of his people, God sometimes 
forsakes them “for a smal! moment.” Isa. 54:8, 





9. Then their enemies triumph over them. But 
no evil can come upon them except by his permis- 
sion, and for the purpose of purifying them from 
sin. By this discipline he prepares his visible 
earthly church for greater enlargement and strength 
in this world, and the true spiritual members of it 
for glory everlasting. 

17. Whatever evils may come on the true people 
of God, they will not forsake his service. 

21. All things are naked and open to the all-see- 
ing eye of God, and the great concern of his people 
is to approve themselves to him; in their deepest 
troubles they feel that their help must come from him. 

PSALM XLV. 

The theme of this psalm is Jesus Christ the King 
of kings, and the espousal of his church to him. 
In the Old Testament, God is often represented as 
the husband of Zion, that is, of his church. Isaiah 
54:4-6; 62:4, 5. In like manner the New Testa- 
ment church is called “ the bride, the Lamb’s wife,” 
and she is “ arrayed in fine linen, clean and white,” 
for the day of hes marriage. Eph. 5:23; Rev. 
19:7,8; 21:9. The espousal of the Saviour to his 
church is here represented under imagery borrowed 
from the marriage customs of eastern nations. 

1. Inditing; meditating in preparation to 
speak. The king; Jesus Ghrist. The pen of a 
ready writer ; the fulness of his feelings makes his 
tongue fervent and rapid in its utterance, like the 
pen of a ready writer. 

2. Grace 1s powred into thy lips; he received 
the Holy Spirit without measure. 
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Majesty and grace 


4 And in thy majesty *ride *prosper- 
ously, because of truth and meekness 
and righteousness; and thy right hand 
shall teach thee *terrible things. 

5 Thine °arrows are sharp in the heart 
of the king’s enemies; whereby the people 
fall under thee. 

6 Thy ‘throne, O God, zs for ever and 
ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a 
right sceptre. 

7 Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest 
wickedness: therefore tGod, thy God, 
hath * anointed thee with the oil of glad- 
ness above thy fellows. 

8 Alléthy garments smell of myrrh, and 
aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, 
whereby they have made thee glad. 

9 Kings’ "daughters were among thy 
honorable women: upon thy ‘right hand 
did stand the queen in gold of Ophir. 

10 Hearken, O daughter, and consider, 
and incline thine ear; forget also thine 
own people, and thy father’s house ; 

11 So ‘shall the king greatly desire thy 
beauty: 'for he zs thy Lord; and ™ wor- 
ship thou him. 

12 And the daughter of "Tyre shall be 
there with a gift; even the °rich among 
the people shall entreat thy #favor. 

13 The king’s daughter is all glorious 
within: her clothing is of wrought gold. 

14 She shall be 4 brought unto the king 


PSALM XLVI. 


of Christ's kingdom. 


in raiment of needlework: the virgins 
her companions that follow her shall be 
brought unto thee. 

15 With "gladness and rejoicing shall 
they be brought; they shall enter into 
the king’s palace. 

16 Instead of *thy fathers shall be thy 
children,whom thou mayest make tprinces 
in all the earth. 

17 I will make thy "name to be remem- 
bered in all generations: therefore shall 
the people praise thee for ever and ever. 


PSALM XLVI. 


1 The confidence which the church hath in God. 8 An 
exhortation to behold the works of the Lord. 


§] To the chief Musician for the son of Korah, 
YSong upon ¥ Alamoth. 
Ge is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble. 

2 Therefore will not we fear, though the 
earth be removed, and though the moun- 
tains be carried into the |!midst of the sea ; 

3 Though the waters thereof roar and 
be troubled, though the mountains shake 
with the swelling thereof. Selah. 

4 There is a* river, the streams whereof 
shall make glad the city of God, the holy 
place of the tabernacles of the Most High. 

5 God is in the midst of her; she shall 
not be moved: God shall help her, *and 
that right early. 





1:39,40. g Cant.1:3. bh Cant.6:8 i 1Kings,2:19. j Deut. 
33:9; Mat. 10:37. k Cant. 4:9, ete. 1 Isa. 54:5. m Psa. 95:6. 
n Isa. 23:18; Acts21:3-6. 0 Isa.60:3. +t Heb. face. p Isa. 


61:10; Rev. 19:7,8. q Cant. 1:4. r Isa. 35:10; Jude 24. 8 Psa. 
22:30. t Rev.1:6. u Mal1:1l. Or, of. v Psa. 48, 66. 
w 1Chron. 15:20. || Heb. heart of the seas. x Ezek. 47: 1-12, 
y Rev. 21:2,3. * Heb. when the morning appeareth ; Ex. 14:24, 
27; Psa. 30: 5. 





5. The king’s enemies ; the enemies of Christ. 
Compare Isa. 11:4; Rev. 19:21. 

6. O God; this is applied by the Holy Spirit to 
Jesus Christ. Heb. 1:8, 9. 

8. Myrrh, and aloes, and cassia ; put for sweet 
odors generally. The aloes here spoken of are the 
lign-aloes, mentioned Num. 24:6; Prov. 7:17; 
Cant. 4:14. It is a species of fragrant wood. 

9. Gold of Ophir; which was the purest and 
best kind. 

10. Forget—thine own people; be wholly de- 
voted to Jesus Christ, and love him more than father, 
mother, or any earthly friend. 

ll. Thy beauty; the holiness and spiritual 
beauty of his church. 

12. The daughter of Tyre; that is, Tyre her- 
self, represented as a princely female. The Tyrians 
were celebrated for their extensive commerce and 


great wealth. The general idea is, that the rich| 


and mighty shall contribute their offerings to Christ 
and his bride the church. 

13. The king’s daughter; Christ’s redeemed 
and sanctified church. Within; within the king’s 
palace. Her glorious apparel represents her spirit- 
ual beauty. 

16. Thy children ; the children of the King: the 
church of Christ is here, as elsewhere, represented 
as the mother of a numerous and honorable offspring. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The thoughts of true believers are very much 
occupied about Christ and his cause. 

3. Since God has given to Christ all power in 
heaven and in earth, and made him “ most mighty ” 





in behalf of the church, they who love the prosperity 
of his kingdom shall see their utmost desires ful- 
filled. 

6. Jesus Christ is God over all; he is so ad- 
dressed by the Father, and his works prove him to 
be divine. 

10. Those who would partake of Christ’s salva- 
tion must love him supremely, and be ready, when 
called, to forsake all for his sake. 

13. Divine grace changes the heart and makes it 
meet to be a habitation for God through his Spirit. 

16. Death is continually removing the fathers 
from Christ’s church; but the number and strength 
of Christ’s spiritual offspring on earth shall be in- 
creased, till they shall inherit the world. In that 
happy day the righteous shall be “princes in all 


the earth.” 
PSALM XLVI. 


1. Our refuge; their sure defence in time of 
trouble. Avery present help ; found by experience 
to be ever ready and all-powerful to help his people. 

2. Though the earth be removed ; the figures 
employed in this and the following verse denote - 
violent commotions and changes of every kind, phys- 
ical and political. 

4. Arwver; the river of the water of life proceed- 
ing from God’s throne. Ezek. 47:1; Rev. 22:1. 
This is the symbol of his life-giving presence and 
power. The city of God; Jerusalem, the place of 
God’s special presence under the Mosaic economy. 
This city of God is now his true church. 

5. Right early; in due season; when help is 
most needed. 










The prais ‘God. PSALM 
6 The hea en raged, the kingdoms were 


moved: he uttered his voice, the earth 
melted. 

7 The Lorp of hosts zs with us; the 
God of Jacob is *our refuge. Selah. 

8 Come, behold the works of the Lorn, 
what desolations he hath made in the 
earth. 

9 He maketh wars to cease unto the 
end of the earth; he breaketh the bow, 
and cutteth the spear in sunder; he 
burneth®* the chariot in the fire. 

10 Be still, and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the heathen, [ 
will be °exalted in the earth. 

11 The Lorn of hosts zs with us; the 
God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. 


PSALM XLVII. 


The nations are exhorted cheerfully to entertain the 
kingdom of Christ. 


q To the chief Musician, A Psalm {for the sons of 
Korah. 
H clap your hands, all ye people; 
shout unto God with the voice of tri- 
umph. 
2 For the Lorp most high ts terrible; 
he is a great King over all the earth. 
3 He shall subdue the people under us, 
and the nations under our feet. 
4 He shall choose our inheritance for 


XLVIII. 


Zion’s beauty described. 


us, the excellency of Jacob whom he 
loved. Selah. i 

5 God is gone up ‘with a shout, the 
Lorp with the sound of a trumpet. 

6 Stng praises to God, sing praises: sing 
praises unto our King, sing praises. 

7 For ‘God ts the King of all the earth : 
sing ye praises ? with ° understanding. 

8 God reigneth over the heathen: God 
sitteth upon the throne of his holiness. 

9 The? princes of the people are gath- 
ered together, even the people of the God 
of Abraham: for the ‘shields of the earth 
belong unto God: he is greatly exalted. 


PSALM XLVIII. 


The ornaments and privileges of the church. 
4] A Song and Psalm Il for the sons of Korah. 


{ REAT is the Lorn, and greatly to be 
praiseds in the city of our God, an 
the mountain of his holiness. 

2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the 
whole earth, 7s mount Zion, on the sides 
of the ‘north, the /city of the great King. 
| 3 God is known in her palaces for a 
refuge. 
| 4 For lo, the ‘kings were assembled. 
‘they passed by together. 
| 5 They saw 7t, and so they marvelled ; 
they were troubled, and hasted away. 








a Ezek. 39:9,10. » Isa.2:11,17. 
d Zech. 14:9. = Or, 
Cole3i2 16. 


* Heb. a high place for us. 
¢ Or, of. ¢ Psa. 68:18, 33; Acts 1: 5-11. 
every one that hath understanding. ¢ 1 Cor. 14:15; 


@ Or, The voluntary of the people are gathered unto the people of. 
éte:; 2 Cor. 8: f Prov como. |[cOr, of. 1 e Psa: 6521. Psa. 
60:2; Lam.2:15. i Isa. 14:13. j Mat.65:35. k 2Sam. 10:6-19. 





6. The earth melted ; showing its dependence on 
God, and that all things are entirely under his control. 

9. He maketh wars to cease; by the destruc- 
tion of the hostile forces. This is the final issue of all 
assaults upon his people; and while the conflict 
rages, he governs in the midst of it, and overrules 
it for his glory and their good. 

10. Be still 


my people. 
if. 3; the people of God. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Those who have God for their defender need 
fear no evil. 

5. The presence and favor of God are at all times 
the security, support, and comfort of his people. 

9. In the midst of wars and tumults, it is a conso- 
lation to God’s people to know that the issues of them 
are in his hand, and that he will in the end make 
them subservient to their peace and prosperity. 

10. One great design of God in all his dispensa- 
tions is to manifest his true character, and make 
himself known to all people as the one only living and 
true Jehovah. 


, 


PSALM XLVI. 


1. Clap your hands ; a token of great joy. 

4. Our inheritance—the excellency of Jacob ; 
designations of the goodly heritage which God con- 
ferred upon his ancient people. 

5. God is gone up; from the conquest of his 
enemies to heaven. A shout—the sound of a 
trumpet ; the signs of rejoicing. 

7. All the earth ; God is not « local deity, but 
a universal monarch. 

8. God reigneth over the heathen ; they will 
one day all be brought to acknowledge and adore 
him as their King. 


desist from your vain assaults upon | 


9. Gathered together; to worship God and ac- 
knowledge him as their Lord. These are the princes 
of the heathen mentioned in the preceding verse. 
The people of the God of Abraham ; who had 
become such by their submission to him. The 
shields of the earth ; the same as“ the princes of 
the people,” Hosea 4:8. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 
| 1. God is the joy of his people. In him they 
| glory as their righteousness, ln and strength. 
_ 4. The condition of each individual is chosen for 
‘him by God, and with it he should be content, and 
thus by his conduct say, Not my will, but thine be 
done. 

6. Those who from the heart offer praises to God, 
glorify him. In this, the high and the low, the rich 
and the poor, persons of all descriptions may unite, 
and thus secure his approbation and blessing. 

8. The prophets of the Old Testament foresaw 
and predicted the day when all heathen nations 
shall be brought to acknowledge and glorify God, 
and he shall be greatly exalted throughout the 
whole earth. 





| 


PSALM XLVIII. 


1. The city of our God; Jerusalem. 

2. The joy of the whole earth ; as the seat of 
the true worship of Jehovah, which was appointed 
to extend itself over the whole earth. Isa. 2: 2-4. 
Mount Zion, on the sides of the north; “the 
sides of the north” seem to include not only the 
northern slope of the hill of Zion, but also Moriah, 
which lay to the north-east, and upon which the 
temple was built. 

5. Hasted away ; the enemies of Jerusalem that 
had come up against it, were scattered and dis- 


persed. 
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PSALM 


6 Fear *took hold upon them there, and 
pain, as of a woman in travail. 

7 Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish 
with an east wind. 

8 As we have heard, so have we seen 
in the city of the Lorn of hosts, in the 
eity of our God: God will ‘establish it 
for ever. Selah. 

9 We have thought of thy loving-kind- 
ness, O God, in the midst of thy temple. 

10 According to thy ‘name, O God, so 
is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: 
thy right hand is full of righteousness. 

11 Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daugh- 
ters of Judah be glad, because of thy judg- 
ments. 

12 Walk about Zion, and go round about 
her: tell the towers thereof. 

13 Mark* ye well her bulwarks, + con- 
sider her palaces; that ye may tell it to 
the generation following. 

14 For this God is our God for ever and 
ever: he will be our *guide, even unto 
death. 


The vanity of 


PSALM XLIX. 


1 An earnest persuasion to build the faith of resurrec- 
tion not on worldly power, but on God. 16 Worldly 
prosperity is not to be admired. 


q To the chief Musician, Sue t for the sons of 
oran. 

fe ee this, all ye people ; give ear, all 

ye inhabitants of the world: 

2 Both low and high, rich and poor, 
together. 

3 My mouth shall speak of wisdom; 
and the meditation of my heart shall be 
of understanding. 

4 I will incline mine ear to a parable: 
I will open my dark saying upon the harp. 

5 Wherefore ‘should I fear in the days 





a Ex.15:14-16. b Eze.27:25. c¢ Isa.2:2. d Josh.7:9; Psa. 
113:3. * Heb. Set your heart to. + Or, raise up. e Psa.73:24; 
1sa.58:11. £ Or, of. f Rom. 8: 33,34. g Hos.7:2. bh Job36:18. 


i Acts 13:33-37. j Eccl. 2:16-2l. Q Heb. generation and gener- 





7. Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish; a 
particular instance of God’s power, to represent his 
universal sovereignty. 

10. Name; the manifestation of his perfections. 

ll. Thy judgments ; the retributions of God, 
especially with reference to his enemies. 

12. Tell the towers thereof ; count the towers of 
Jerusalem, that ye may see her impregnable strength. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. The true spiritual Zion is the light and glory of 
the whole earth. God administers the government 
of the world for her good, and he will make her a 
blessing to all nations. 

5. The enemies of God, in their assaults upon 
his people, bring ruin upon themselves. God is 
with those who love him, and they must prevail. 

13. It is the duty and privilege of God’s people, 
in each successive generation, to record his glorious 
interpositions in their behalf, for the comfort and 
encouragement of those who come after them. 

od will never forsake those who trust in 
him, but will guide them by his counsel and after- 
wards receive them to glory. 
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XLIX. 


of evil, when the iniquity of my heels 
shall compass me about? 

6 They that trust in their wealth, and 
boast themselves in the multitude of their 
riches; | 

7 None of them can by any means re- 
deem his brother, "nor give to God a ran- 
som for him: 

8 (For the redemption of their soul is 
precious, and it ceaseth for ever:) 

9 That he should still live for ever, and 
not see ‘corruption. ; 

10 For/he seeth that wise men die, like- 
wise the fool and the brutish person per- 
ish, and leave their wealth to others. 

11 Their inward thought ts, that their 
houses shall continue for ever, and their 
dwelling-places to $ all generations; they 
call their ‘lands after their own names. 

12 Nevertheless 'man being in honor 
abideth not: he is like the beasts that 
perish. 

13 This their way zs their folly: yet 
their posterity approve their’ sayings. 
Selah. 

14 Like sheep they are laid in the grave : 
death shall feed on them ; and the upright 
shall have "dominion over them in the 
morning; and their * beauty shall con- 
sume tin the grave from their dwelling. 

15 But God will redeem my soul from 
the power of Sthe grave: for he shall 
receive me. Selah. 

16 Be not thou afraid when one is made 
rich, when the glory of his house is in- 
creased. 

17 For when he dieth he shall carry 
nothing® away: his glory shall not de- 
seend after him. 

18 Though || while he lived he blessed 
ation, k 2Sam, 18:18. 1 Psa.39:5. || Heb. delight in their mouth. 


m Dan. 7:22; Rev. 2:26,27. * Or, strength. Or, the grave be 
$ Heb. hund. Or, hell. 


trusting im riches. 





ing a habitation to every one of them. 
n Luke 12:20. || Heb. in his life. 








PSALM XLIX. 

3. Wisdom ; that course which it is proper for 
frail man to pursue. 

4. A parable ; a comparison of one thing with 
another, for the sake of illustration. 

5. The iniquity of my heels ; his past offences ; 
but some render the words, the iniquity of my op- 
pressors, who followed him with their persecutions. 

7. Redeem his brother; save him from the 
gTave. 

8. Redemption of their soul; preservation of 
their life. 

12. Adideth not ; he must soon die. © 

13. Approve their sayings; imitate their ex- 
ample. 

14. The morning ; soon, in the morning of the 
resurrection. 

15. God will redeem my soul from the power 
of the grave; he will preserve the lives of his 
saints from dangers of every kind until their ap- 
pointed time comes; and will finally raise them 
from the dead, and receive them, soul and body, to 
himself. 
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God’s pleasure in 


his soul: and men will praise thee, when 
thou doest well to thyself: 

19 He *shall go to the generation of his 
fathers ; they shall never see light. 

20 Man that is in honor, and understand- 
eth not, is like the *beasts that perish. 


PSALM L. 


1 The majesty of God in the church. 5 His order to 
gather his saints. 7 The pleasure of God is not in 
ceremonies, 14 but in sincerity of obedience. 


q A Psalm tof Asaph. 
HE * mighty God, even the Lorp, hath 
spoken, and called the earth from the 
rising of the sun unto the going down 
thereof. 

2 Out ‘of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 
God hath shined. 

3 Our God shall ¢come, and shall not 
keep silence: a °fire shall devour before 
him, and it shall be very tempestuous 
round about him. 

4 He shall call to the heavens from 
above, and to the earth, that he may judge 
his people. 

5 Gather ‘my saints together unto me; 
those that have made a covenant with 
me by sacrifice. 

6 And the heavens shall declare his 
righteousness: for” God zs judge himself. 
Selah. 

7 Hear,' O my people, and I will speak ; 
O Israel, and I will testify against thee: 
I am God, even thy God. 

8 I will not reprove thee for thy sacri- 
fices or thy burnt-offerings, to have been 
continually before me. 


PSALM L. 


sincere obedience. 


9 Iwill take no bullock out of thy 
house, nor he-goats out of thy folds : 

10 For every beast of the forest is mine, 
and the cattle upon a thousand hills. 

11 I know all the fowls of the moun- 
tains: and the wild beasts of the field are 
mine.* 

12 If | were hungry, I would not tell 
thee: for the world zs mine, and the ful- 
ness thereof. 

13 Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink 
the blood of goats ? 

14 Offer unto God thanksgiving; and 
pay thy vows unto the Most High. 

15 And ‘call upon me in the day of 
trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify me. 

16 But unto the wicked God saith, !'What 
hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or 
that thou shouldest take my covenant in 
thy mouth ? 

17 Seeing thou ™hatest instruction, and 
ecastest my words behind thee. 

18 When thou sawest a thief, then thou 
consentedst with him, and § hast been par- 
taker with adulterers. 

19 Thou !givest thy mouth to evil, and 
thy tongue frameth deceit. 

20 Thou sittest and speakest against thy 
brother; thou slanderest thine own moth- 
er’s son. 

21 These things hast thou done, and "1 
kept silence ; thou thoughtest that I was 
altogether such a one as thyself: but I will 
reprove thee, and set them in order before 
thine eyes. 








* Heb. The soul shall go. a Eccl. 3: 18, 19. + Or, for. b Isa. 
9:6. ¢c Psa 68:24. d Rev. 22:20. e Dan.7:10. f Mat. 24:31. 
g Heb. 12:24. h Rev.20:12. i Mic.6:1-8 j Acts 17:25; Heb. 


1 Isa. 1:11-15; John 


10:4,6. $ Heb. with me. 
|| Heb. send 


4:24. m Prov.5: 12, 13. 
est. 0 Eccl. 8: 11,12; Rom.2:4; 2 Pet.3 


k Psa. 107: 6, etc. 
® Heb. thy portion was. 
79. 





19. They shall never see light; the wicked 
have all their good things in this life. 

20. Understandeth not; understandeth not his 
duty as a rational being, mortal and yet immortal. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. That wisdom which is from above, and that 
understanding which consists in the fear of the 
Lord, are equally essential to all classes of people. 

5. They that fear God and trust him for what 
they need, have no reason to fear any one else. 

8. No earthly treasures, however costly and abun- 
dant, can save the possessor or his friends from the 
stroke of death. 

13. Multitudes imitate the folly and wickedness 
of those who have gone before them, in living for 
earth, not for heaven. 

16. No one should be fearful or envious at the pros- 
perity and wealth of others, for they will soon die, and 
go hence as destitute as if they had lived in poverty. 

18. Those who live only to gratify their appe- 
tites and passions, sink themselves in infamy; men 
may applaud, but God will condemn them. 


PSALM L. 


In this psalm, God is represented as coming forth 
in majesty and glory from his dwelling-place in 
mount Zion, and summoning his covenant people 
to judgment for their hypocrisy and wickedness. 

oy The perfection of beauty; Zion, as the roy- 





al abode of Jehovah, was to the pious Israelite the 
sum of all excellence and beauty. Psa. 48: 2. 

3. Shall come ; from Zion to judge his people. 

4. Call to the heavens—to the earth; to heaven 
and earth with all their inhabitants, to be present 
as witnesses. : 

5. My saints; my visible, professed worship- 
pers. Israel, as the peculiar people of God, and 
consecrated to his service, is called ‘“‘a holy nation,” 
Ex.19:6. By sacrifice ; the national covenant with 
Israel was originally ratified by sacrifices and the 
sprinkling of blood, Ex. 24: 5-8; and the stated 
sacrifices appointed under the law, may be regarded 
as a perpetual renewing of this covenant. 

6. His righteousness; the correctness of his 
decisions. 

9. I will take no bullock ; God does not require 
sacrifices, or any other services which men can ren- 
der, for his own sake, “as though he needed any 
thing,” nor will he accept them unless offered in 
faith and love. Acts 17:20. 

14. Thanksgiving; a spiritual service: not 
that thanksgiving should be substituted for sacri- 
fices, but that these should be an expression of 
thanksgiving. 

16. The wicked; the open violators of God’s law. 

21. Such a one as thyself; one who would 
connive at wickedness, PA suffer it to go unpun- 
ished. 
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David prayeth for 


22 Now consider this, ye that *forget 
God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there 
be none to deliver. 

23 Whoso offereth » praise glorifieth me: 
and to him that *ordereth his ° conver- 
sation aright will 1 show the salvation of 
God. 

PSALM LI. 


1 David prayeth for remission of sins, whereof he mak- 
eth a deep confession. 6 He prayeth for sanctifica- 
tion. 16 God delighteth not in sacrifice, but in sin- 
cerity. 18 He prayeth for the church. 


{ To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, 4 when 
Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he had 
gone in to * Bath-sheba. 

AVE mercy upon me, O God, accord- 

-L ing to thy loving-kindness: accord- 
ing unto the multitude of thy tender mer- 
cies ‘blot out my transgressions. 

2 Washé me thoroughly from mine in- 
iquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I "acknowledge my transgres- 
sions: and my sin zs ever before me. 

4 Against ‘thee, thee only, have I sin- 
ned and done this evilin thy/sight: that 
thou mightest be justified when thou 
speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 

5 Behold,*« I was shapen in iniquity; 
and in sin did my mother t conceive me. 

6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the in- 
ward parts: and in the hidden part thou 
shalt make me to know wisdom. 

7 Purge' me with hyssop, and I shall 
be clean: wash me, and I shall be "whiter 
than snow. 


PSALM LI. 


remission of sins. 


8 Make me to hear joy and gladness ; 
that the bones which thou hast broken 
may "rejoice. 

9 Hide ° thy face from my sins, and blot 
out all mine iniquities. 

10 Create in ?me a clean heart, O God; 
and renew a fright spirit within me. 

11 Cast me not away from thy pres- 
ence: and ‘take not thy Holy Spirit from 
me. 

12 Restore unto me the joy of thy sal- 
vation; and uphold me with thy "free 
Spirit. 

13 Then * will I teach transgressors thy 
ways; and sinners shall be converted 
unto thee. 

14 Deliver me from § bloodguiltiness, O 
God, thou God of my salvation: and my 
tongue' shall sing aloud of thy righteous- 
ness. 

15 O Lord, open thou my lips ; and my 
mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

16 For "thou desirest not sacrifice ; lelse 
would I give zt: thou delightest not in 
burnt-offering. 

17 The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit: a ‘broken and a contrite heart, O 
God, thou wilt not despise. 

18 Do good in thy good pleasure unto 
Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

19 Then shalt thou be pleased with the 
sacrifices” of righteousness, with burnt- 
offering and whole burnt-offering: then 
shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 





a Pga.9:17. b 1 Pet.2:9. * Heb. dispuseth his way. ¢ Phil. 
1:27, d2Sam.12:1, etc. €2Sam.11:2,4. f Isa.43:25; 44:22; 
Acts3:19. g Rev.1:5. h Prov. 28:13. i2Sam, 12:13. j Luke 
15:21. k Eph.2:3. + Heb.tvarm. 1 Lev. 14:4-9; Num. 19: 18; 


Heb. 9:19. mIsa.1:18. m Mat.5:4. 0 Jer.16:17. p Acts 15:9 
t Or, constant. gq Luke 11:13. r2Cor.3:17. 8 Zech.3: 1-8. 4 Heb. 
bloods. t Psa.71:23,24. u Hos.6:6; Mic. 6: 7,8; Heb. 10: 4-10. 
|| Or, that Ishould. v Isa.66:2. w Psa.4:5; Rom.12:1. 





22. Tear you in pieces; suddenly and utterly 
destroy you. 

23. Offereth praise ; offers sacrifices of thanks- 
giving. Seever. 14. Conversation ; conduct and 
life. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. A day is coming when all shall discern between 
the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
serveth God in spirit and in truth and him that 
serveth him not. 

8. External service merely, without the heart 
being engaged, will be of no avail in the sight of 
(Fod. 

15. Humble, believing, affectionate prayer will 
always be heard, and in God’s own way and time 
be abundantly answered. 

16. God will not accept any service at the hand 
of the habitual violators of his law. 

22. God often waits upon sinners with much 
long-suffering, but will finally call them to account, 
and punish them according to their deserts. 

23. Without an upright life, all professions of 
godliness, and all claims to true religion and salva- 
tion, are vain. Mat.'7:15-23; James 1:26; 1 John, 
5 iy B 


PSALM LI. 

1. My transgressions ; especially his sins in 
the matter of Uriah, with which he was charged 
by the prophet Nathan, and of which he was now 
deeply sensible. 

2. Wash; purify. 

698 





4. Against thee, thee only; his sin was prin- 
cipally, or especially against God, and most aggra- 
vated in his sight. be gustified—and be clear 
when thou judgest ; clear from all wrong in con- 
demning him. 

6. Truth in the inward parts ; purity, sincer- 
ity, and uprightness of soul. 

7. Hyssop ; a plant or shrub used in external 
cleansing, an emblem of internal purity. 

8. The bones which thou hast broken ; that 
the distresses brought upon him might be removed. 

12. The joy of thy salvation ; which he had 
lost by his sins. Uphold me; without this he 
would again fall into sin. 

14. Bloodguiltiness ; in procuring the death of 
Uriah. 

17. The sacrifices of God; the offerings which 
are pleasing to him, and which he will accept. 

18. Zion; the church of God. 

19. Sacrifices of righteousness ; such as God 
requires. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. All the hope of the true penitent is in the free 
mercy and rich grace of God, and these form his 
only plea before him. 

4. However greatly any one injures his fellow- 
men by his sins, their chief guilt is in being com- 
mitted against God. 

7. Purification from sin is the work of the Holy 
Spirit, and to him the believer looks for this inesti- 
mable blessing. 




















Malice of Doeg reproved. 


PSALM LII. 


1 David, condemning the spitefulness of Doeg, proph- 
esieth his destruction. 6 The righteous shall rejoice 
atit. 8 David, upon his confidence in God’s mercy, 
giveth thanks. 


{ To the chief Musician, Maschil, A Psalm of Da- 
vid, when *Doeg the Edomite came and ° told 
Saul, and said unto him, David is come to the 
house of Ahimelech. 

HY boastest thou thyself in mischief, 
O mighty man? the °goodness of 

God endureth continually. 

2 Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; like 
a sharp razor, working deceitfully. 

3 Thou lovest evil more than good; and 
lying? rather than to speak righteousness. 
Selah. 

4 Thou lovest all devouring words, *O 
thou deceitful tongue. 

5 God *shall likewise t destroy thee for 
ever, he shall take thee away, and pluck 
thee out of thy dwelling-place, and ‘root 
thee out of the land of the living. Selah. 

6 The righteous also shall see, and fear, 
and shall laugh at him: 

7 Lo, this ts the man that made not God 
his strength; but trusted in the abun- 
dance of his riches, and strengthened 
himself in his + wickedness. 

8 But I am "like a green olive-tree in 
the house of God: I trust in the merey 
of God for ever and ever. 

9 I will praise thee for ever, because 
thou hast done zt: and I will ‘wait on 
thy name; /for it is good before thy 
saints. 


PSALM LIV. 


Corruption of mankind. 
PSALM LIII. 


1 David describeth the corruption of a natural man. 
4 He convinceth the wicked by the light of their own 
conscience. 6 He glorieth in the salvation of God. 


§] To the chief Musician upon Mahalath, Maschil, 
A Psalm of David. 


HE * fool hath said in his heart, There 

ts no God. Corrupt 'are they, and 
have ™done abominable iniquity: there is 
none that doeth good. 

2 God" looked down from heaven upon 
the children of men, tosee if there were any 
that did understand, that did seek God. 

3 Every one of them is gone back: they 
are altogether become filthy ; there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one. 

4 Have the workers of iniquity no know- 
ledge ? who eat up my people as they eat 
bread: they have not called upon God. 

5 There! were they in great ° fear, where 
no fear was: for God hath scattered the 
bones of him that encampeth against thee: 
thou hast put them to shame, ? because 
God hath despised them. 

6 Oh! that the salvation of Israel were 
come out of Zion! %When God bringeth 
back the captivity of his people, Jacob 
shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 


PSALM LIV. 


1 David, complaining of the Ziphim, prayeth for sal- 
vation. 4 Upon his confidence in God’s help he prom- 
iseth sacrifice. 

4 To the chief Musician on Neginoth, Maschil, A 
Psalm of David, when "the Ziphim came and 
said to Saul, Doth not David hide himself with us? 


eee me, O God, by thy name, and 
judge me by thy strength. 





a 1 Sam. 21:7; 22:9. bEzek. 22:9. ¢ Psa. 136:1,2. d Jer.9:4, 5. 
* Or, and thee. e Prov. 19:5,9. ¢ Heb. beat thee down. f Prov. 2:22. 
g1Tim. 6:17. ¢ Or, substance. h Psa.1:3; 92:12. ilLam.3: 25, 26. 


j Psa. 73:28. k Psa. 14:1,etc. 1 Gen. 6:5,12. m Eph. 5:12, n Psa. 
11:4. @ Heb. they feared a fear, o Prov. 28:1. p Jer. 6:30. || Heb 
Who will give salvations, etc. q Psa. 126:1-3. r 1Sam. 23:19. 





11. Without the constant aid of the Holy Spirit, 
even the most eminent believers will be in constant 
danger of falling into the most aggravated sins. 

13. It is only when we have the joy of God’s salva- 
tion in our own hearts, that we are qualified to guide 
sinners to repentance. The believer desires Grod’s 
presence and the light of his countenance, not for his 
own sake alone, but for the sake of his fellow-men. 

15. For a heart to praise God men are dependent 
on him, and they should continually look up to him 
for this inestimable blessing. 

18. The sincere penitent desires spiritual bless- 
ings not only for himself but for others, especially 
for the people of God in every part of the world. 

PSALM LILI. 

1. Mighty man ; Doeg the Edomite. 

2. Like a sharp razor; wounding deep and 
suddenly. 

4. Devouring words; words that injure and 
destroy. 

6. Fear; fear tosin. Laugh at him; rejoice 
at his ruin. 

8. Like a green olive-tree ; fresh, prosperous, 
and flourishing. 

9. I will wait on thy name; adore God for 
the manifestations of his character, and expect from 
him all needed good. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. To boast in iniquity is the way to perdition. 

5. Slander and calumny are exceedingly heinous 
in God’s sight. He will sooner or later destroy all 





who practise them; and permit his servants to re- 
joice in his righteous judgments. 

7. Ungodly men who trust in their power and 
wealth, will have speedy and sore disappointment. 

8. The righteous, who put their trust in God, 
shall never be disappointed; they shall be like trees 
planted by the waters, ever green and fruitful. 

PSALM LIII. 

1. No God; this accords with the wishes, and 
in some cases with the belief, of the wicked, called 
in the Bible, fools. 

3. There ts none that doeth good; when left 
to himself; naturally all men do evil. 

4. Eat up my people ; destroy them. 

5. Where no fear was ; no external cause of fear. 

6. Bringeth back the captivity of his people ; 
delivers them from trouble, and bestows upon them 
prosperity. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Those who say, There is no God, even in their 
hearts, are dupes of their own wickedness and folly. 

2. None naturally seek after God, nor will any 
ever do it without the influences of his grace. 

5. God can fill the wicked with trembling and 
consternation in the absence of all external appear- 
ances of danger; and in the end, more and greatei 
evils than they feared will come upon them. 

6. Let the righteous wait patiently upon God, and 
their highest siatrF will be more than realized. 

1. Thy name ; thy power and grace. 
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David's prayer 


2 Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to 
the words of my mouth. 

3 For strangers are risen up against me, 
and oppressors seek after my soul: *they 
have not set God before them. Selah. 

4 Behold, God is my helper: »the Lorp 
is with them that uphold my soul. | 

5 He shall reward evil unto * mine ene- 
mies: cut them off in thy truth. 

6 I will freely sacrifice unto thee: I 
will praise thy name, O Lorn; for i as 
good. 

7 For che hath delivered me out of all 
trouble: and mine eye hath seen his de- 
sire upon mine enemies, 


PSALM LV. 


1 David in his prayer complaineth of his fearful case. 
9 He prayeth against his enemies, of whose wicked- 
ness and treachery he complaineth. 16 He comfort- 
eth himself in God’s preservation of him, and confu- 
sion of his enemies. 


4 To the chief Musician on Neginoth, Maschil, A 
Psalm of David. 
IVE ear io my prayer, O God; and 
hide not thyself from my supplica- 
tion. 

2 Attend unto me, and hear me: [mourn 
in my complaint, and make a noise; 

3 Because of the voice of the enemy, 
because of the oppression of the wicked : 
for ‘they cast iniquity upon me, and in 
wrath they hate me. 

4 My heart is sore pained within me: 
and the °terrors of death are fallen upon 
me. 

5 Fearfulness and trembling are come 
upon me, and horror hath t overwhelmed 
me. 

6 And I said, Oh that I had wings like 
a dove! for then would I fly away, and 
be at rest. 

7 Lo, then would I wander far off, and 
remain in the wilderness. Selah. 


PSALM LV. 


in distress. 


8 I would hasten my escape from the 
windy storm and tempest. 

9 Destroy, O Lord, and divide their 
tongues: for I have seen ‘violence and 
strife in the city. 

10 Day and night they go about it upon 
the walls thereof: mischief also and sor- 
row are in the midst of it. 

11 Wickedness is in the midst thereof: 
deceit and guile depart not from her streets. 

12 For it was not an enemy that re- 
proached me; then I could have borne 
it: neither was it he that hated me that 
did magnify himself against me; then I 
would have hid myself from him: 

13 But it was thou, a man #mine equal, 
my guide, and mine acquaintance. 

14 We took sweet counsel together, and 
walked‘ unto the house of Godincompany. 

15 Let death seize upon them, and let 
them go down) quick into |! hell: for wick- 
edness zs in their dwellings, and among 
them. 

16 As ‘for me, I will call upon God ; 
and the Lorp shall save me. 

17 Evening,! and morning, and at noon, 
will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall 
hear my voice. 

18 He hath delivered my soul in peace 
from the battle that was against me: for 
there were "many with me. 

19 God shall hear, and afflict them, even 
he that abideth of old. Selah. *Because 
they have no "changes, therefore they fear 
not God. 

20 He hath put forth his hands against 
such as be at peace with him: he hath 
brokent his covenant. 

21 The words of his mouth were smooth- 
er than butter, but war was in his heart: 
his words were softer than oil, yet were 
they drawn swords. 





a Psa.36:1. b Psa.118:7. * Heb. those that observe me; Psa, 
5:8 c 1Sam.26:24. 42Psa.16:7,8  e Psa.116:3. } Heb. 
covered. { Jer.6:7. g Psa. 41:9. + Heb. according to my rank. 


h2Sam. 15:12. 8 Heb. Who sweetened counsel. i Psa. 42:4. j Num 





3. Strangers; the Ziphites, as having the spirit 
of strangers, that is, foreign enemies; unless the 
reference be to foreigners in the service of Saul, 
such as Doeg the Edomite, who were among the 
foremost in persecuting David. 

4. Them that uphold my soul; those in Israel 
who adhered to the cause of David. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. Prayer is the refuge of God’s people. In every 
time of trouble they look to him, and find him to be 
a very present and all-sufficient helper. 

3. The enemies of God are destined to destruc- 
tion, while his people will behold and acquiesce in 


his judgments. 
PSALM LV. 
This psaim probably refers to the rebellion of Ab- 
salom. 
3. Cast iniguity upon me; overwhelra me 
with their wickedness. 
5. Horror hath overwhelmed me; his horror 
was in view of the plans devised by enemies for his 
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16 :30-32. || Or, thegrave. k Psa. 73:28. 1Dan.6:10; Acts3:1. 
m 2Chron.32:7,8; 1John,4:4. * Or, with whom also there be 
no changes, yet they. n Psa.73:5, etc. ~ Heb. profaned. 





destruction; but it was aggravated by the con- 
sciousness of his own sinfulness. 

8. Windy storm and tempest; the trouble 
which surrounded him. 

9. Divide their tongues; distract their coun- 
sels. This was strikingly fulfilled in the case of 
Ahithophel’s counsel. The city; Jerusalem. 

10. They go about it upon the walls thereof ; 
violence and strife are, as it were, the watchmen of 
the city night and day. 

12. An enemy ; that is, open andavowed. Then 
I would have hid myself from him; guarded 
myself against his assaults. 

13. Thou, a man mine equal; Ahithophel. 
My guide; or, my friend, as the original word is 
elsewhere rendered. Prov. 16:28; 17:9. 

14. In company ; with the festive throng. 

15. Go down quick into hell; go down alive 
into the place of the dead, like Korah and his com- 
pany. Num. 16: 33. 

20. He; the wicked man spoken of ver. 13. 




















Trust in God’s word. 


22 Cast *thy *burden upon the Lorp, 
and he shall sustain thee: » he shall never 
suffer the righteous to be moved. 

23 But thou, O God, shalt bring them 
down into the pit of destruction: t bloody 
and deceitful men shall not # live out half 
their “days; but I will trust in thee. 


PSALM LVI. 


1 David, praying to God in confidence of his word, com- 
laineth of his enemies. 9 He professeth his confi- 
ence in God’s word, and promiseth to praise him. 


{ To the chief Musician upon Jonath-elem-recho- 
kim, @ Michtam of David, 4 when the Philistines 
took him in Gath. 

E merciful unto me, O God, for man 
would *swallow me up: he fighting 
daily oppresseth me. 

2 Mine !!enemies would daily swallow 
me up: for they be many that fight against 
me, O thou Most High. 

3 What time I am ‘afraid, I will trust 
in thee. 

4 In God I will praise his word, in God 
Ihave put my ¢trust; I will not fear what 
flesh can do unto me. 

5 Every day they wrest my "words: all 
their thoughts are against me for evil. 

6 They gather themselves together, they 
hide themselves, they ‘mark my steps, 
when they wait for my soul. 

7 Shall they escape by iniquity? in 
thine anger cast down the people, O God. 

8 Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou 
my tears into thy bottle: are they not in 
thy * book ? 


PSALM LVII. 


Fleeing unto God. 


9 When I ery unto thee, then shall mine 
enemies turn back: this I know; ' for 
God is for me. 

10 In God will I praise his word: in 
the Lorp will I praise his word. 

11 In God have I put my trust: I will 
not be afraid what man can do unto me. 

12 Thy vows are upon me, O God: I 
will render praises unto thee. 

13 For thou hast delivered my soul from 
death: wilt not thou deliver my feet from 
falling, that I may walk before God in 
the light of the living? 


PSALM LVII. 


1 David in prayer fleeing unto God complaineth of his 
eg case. 7 He encourageth himself to praise 
od. 


{{ To the chief Musician, *Al-taschith, Michtam of 

David, when he ™ fled from Saul in the cave. 

E merciful unto me, O God, be mer- 

ciful unto me, for my soul trusteth 
in thee: "yea, in the shadow of thy wings 
will I make my refuge, until these calam- 
ities be overpast. 

2 I will ery unto God most high; unto 
God that performeth all things for me. 

3 He shall send from heaven, and save 
me ft from the reproach of him that would 
swallow me up. Selah. God shall send 
forth his merey and his truth. 

4 My soul is among lions: and I lie 
even among them that are set on fire, even 
the sons of men, whose teeth are spears 
and arrows, and their °tongue a sharp 
sword. 





a Mat. 6: 25,30; 1 Pet.4:7. * Or, gift. 
men of blood and deceit. }$ Heb. halve. ¢ Prov.10:27. 4 Or, 
A golden Psalm of David; Psa. 16, title. 4d 1 Sam. 21:11; 29:4. 
e Hos.8:8. {|| Heb. observers. f 1Sam.30:6. g Luke 12:4, 5. 


b Pea. 121: 3.. | Heb. 


h Luke ll: 54 i Psa.37:32,. .j Eccl. 8:8. k Mal.3:16. 1 Rom. 
8:31. * Or, Destroy not, A golden Psalm. m 1 Sam.22:1; Psa. 
142, title. nm Psa.63:7. f Or, he reproacheth. o Psa. 52:2. 





22. Cast thy burden upon the Lord; depend 
entirely on him for all needed good. 

23. Half their days; half the natural term of 
life: a prophecy of the premature death of David's 
enemies. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

4. A conviction of sin as the cause of all our 
trouble fills the soul with anguish which is more 
distressing than any external trials. 

5. It is the lot of those whom God appoints to 
eminent stations in his church to endure great suf- 
fering in her behalf, both from inward conflicts and 
outward opposition. 

9. The hearts of the wicked, as well as the right- 
eous, are in the hands of God, and he can at any 
time divide their counsels and bring their projects 
to naught. 

12. The defection of former friends is harder to 
bear than the opposition of those who have been 
open enemies. 

17. Regularity and constancy in prayer are essen- 
tial to peace of conscience, and that joy in the Holy 
Ghost which is a safeguard and support in trouble. 

22. Dependence on God will keep the soul in 

ace: when the wicked are cut off, the righteous 
will stand unmoved. 


e 
PSALM LVI. 


Title, Jonath-elem-rechokim, “the dumb dove of 
distant ones;” most probably an enigmatical desig- 








nation of David, as an innocent, defenceless man, in 
the hands of distant ones, that is, foreigners. 

1. Swallow me up; destroy me. 

4. Prawse his word ; by believing and trusting 
in it. 

d. Wrest ; pervert. 

8. Tellest ; numberest. 

12. Thy vows are upon me; the psalmist here 
anticipates his approaching deliverance, and prom- 
ises to render to God the thank-offerings which he 
has vowed. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The only hope for man in trouble is in the 
mercy of God; to this his people look, and on it 
they depend for all they need. 

3. Trust in God is the grand support in adversity, 
and is one of the things which distinguish the right- 
eous from the wicked. 

8. The various removals of the people of God are 
all ordered by him, and he never forgets their suf- 
ferings for his sake, but will give a gracious and an 
abundant reward. 

11. Confidence in God is a safeguard against the 
fear of man. 

PSALM LVII. 

4. Lions; fierce and cruel men who sought to 
destroy him. Set on fire; inflamed by their pas- 
sions, and inflaming others. Spears and arrows ; 
instruments of destruction. 
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Wicked judges reproved. 


5 Be thou exalted, O God, above the 
heavens ; let thy glory be above all the 
earth. 

6 They have prepared a *net for my 
steps ; my soul is bowed down: they have 
digged a pit before me, into the midst 
whereof they are fallen themselves. Selah. 

7 My heart is *fixed, O God, my heart 
is fixed: I will sing and give praise. 

8 Awake up, my glory; awake, psal- 
tery and harp: I myself will awake early. 

9 I will praise thee, O Lord, among the 
people: I will sing unto thee among the 
nations. 

10 For thy mercy zs great unto the heay- 
ens, and thy truth unto the clouds. 

11 Be thou exalted, O God, above the 
heavens: let thy glory be above all the 
earth. 

PSALM LVIII. 


1 David reproveth wicked judges, 3 describeth the na- 
ture of the wicked, 6 devoteth them to God’s judg- 
ments, 10 whereat the righteous shall rejoice. 


4] To the chief Musician,? Al-taschith, Michtam of 
David. 
7] )0O ye indeed speak righteousness, O 
congregation? do ye judge uprightly, 
O ye sons uf men? 

2 Yea, in “heart ye work wickedness; 
ye weigh the violence of your hands in 
the earth. 

3 The wicked are estranged from the 
womb: they go astray #as soon as they 
be born, speaking les. 

4 Their ‘poison zs Slike the poison ofa 
serpent: they are like the deaf !adder that 
stoppeth her ear; 


PSALM LIX. 


David prayeth to God. 


5 Which will not hearken to the voice 
of charmers, *charming never so wisely. 

6 Break their teeth, O God, in their 
mouth: break out the great teeth of the 
young lions, O Lorp. 

7 Let them *melt away as waters which 
run continually: when he bendeth his 
bow to shoot his arrows, let them be as cut 
in pieces. 

8 As a snail which melteth, let every one 
of them pass away : like the untimely birth 
of awoman, that they may not see the sun. 

9 Before your pots can feel the thorns, 
he shall take them away as with a whirl- 
wind, t both living, and in Ads wrath. 

10 The righteous shall rejoice when he 
seeth the vengeance: "he shall wash his 
feet in the blood of the wicked. 

11 So that a man shall say, Verily there 
is $a reward for the righteous: verily he 
is a God that ‘judgeth in the earth. 


PSALM LIX. 


1 David prayeth to be delivered from his enemies. 6 He 
complaineth of their cruelty. 8 He trusteth in God. 
11 He prayeth against them.- 16 He praiseth God. 

| To the chief Musician, j Al-taschith, Michtam of 
David; *when Saul sent, and they watched the 
house to kill him. 


‘.)\ELIVER 'me from mine enemies, O 
my God: ‘Sdefend me from them that 

rise up against me. 

2 Deliver me from the workers of ini- 
quity, and save me from ™bloody men. 

3 For lo, they lie in wait for my soul: 
the mighty are gathered against me ; "not 
for my transgression, nor for my sin, O 
Lorp. 





a Mic. 7:2. * Or, prepared. b Psa. 108: 1-5. ¢ Or, Destroy not, 
A golden Psalm of David. ¢ Psa.21:11. 4 Heb. from the belly. 
( Rom.3:13. Heb. according to the likeness of. || Or, asp. * Or, 
be the charmer never so cunning. e Ex.15:15. f Prov. 10:25. 


t Heb. as living as wrath. g Rev.11:17,18. b Psa. 68:23. ¢Heb, 
Fruit of ; Isa.3:10, i Psa.9:16. j Psa. 57, title. k1Sam.19:11, 
etc. 1 Psa. 18:48. Q Heb. set me onhigh. m Psa. 139:19. n 1 Sam. 
24:11, 17. 





5. Be thou exalted, O God ; for the deliverance 
vouchsafed to me; which the psalmist here antici- 
pates. 

7. Fixed; settled on the foundation of the ever- 
lasting covenant; determined, in the strength and 
by the grace of God, to trust in and praise him. 

8. My glory; his tongue, which he would em- 
ploy in the service of God. 

10. Great unto the heavens; immeasurably 
great. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The mercy of God forms the never-failing plea 
of his people; to him as a refuge they apply in every 
season of calamity, and patiently wait for his salva- 
tion. 

4, However numerous the enemies and however 
great the danger of God’s people, he will protect them, 
and at length deliver them from all their troubles. 

6. The efforts of the wicked to destroy the right- 
cous often prove the means of their own ruin. 

9. The godly not only praise God themselves, but 
desire that he may be praised by all people through- 
out the earth. 

PSALM LVIII. 

1. Do ye judge uprightly ; the reference is to 
the decisions of wicked rulers who were the enemies 
and persecutors of David. 

2. Ye weigh the violence of your hands; dis- 
pense violence instead of justice. 
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3. As soon as they be born; at the commence- 
ment of their course of moral action they naturally 
depart from God. Gen. 8: 21. 

4, Like the deaf adder; no means will induce 
them, without the grace of God, to give up their 
opposition to him. 

6. Break their teeth ; disable them from doing 
mischief. 

7. Them; the arrows. As cut in pieces; bro- 
ken, or blunted, so that they can do no execution. 

9. Feel the thorns ; fee. their heat. Kindling 
a fire of thorns under their pots is a figure for plot- 
ting wicked schemes, which God will carry away 
as with a tempest, before their accomplishment. 

10. Wash his feet in the blood of the wicked ; 
in token of triumph. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. No iniquity is more hateful than that which 
is practised under the cover of law... 

s Men are from the beginning of their moral 
existence prone to evil as the sparks to fly upward, 
or the waters to run downward. 

9. The destruction of the ungodly will be sudden 
and complete; they will be taken away in the midst 
of their wicked plans. 

PSALM LIX. 

3. Not for my transgression ; the opposition 
of the wicked to him was not caused by his sins 
against them. 














David's prayer 


4 They run and prepare themselves 
without my fault: awake to *help me, 
and behold. 

5 Thou therefore, O Lorp God of hosts, 
the God of Israel, awake to visit all the 
heathen: be not merciful to any wicked 
transgressors. Selah. 

6 They return at evening: they make 
a noise like a dog, and go round about 
the city. 

7 Behold, they belch out with their 
mouth: *swords are in their lips: for 
who, say they, doth hear? 

8 But thou, O Lorp, shalt laugh at 
them ; thou shalt have all the heathen in 
derision. 

9 Because of his strength will I wait 
upon thee: for God is my t defence. 

10 The God of my mercy shall °pre- 
vent me: God shall let me see my desire 
upon mine +enemies. 

11 Slay “them not, lest my people for- 
get: scatter them by thy power; and 
bring them down, O Lord our shield. 

12 For * the sin of their mouth and the 
words of their lips let them even be ta- 
ken in their pride: and for cursing and 
lying which they speak. 

13 Consume them in wrath, consume 
them, that they may not be: and ‘let them 
know that God ruleth in Jacob unto the 
ends of the earth. Selah. 

14 And at evening let them return ; and 
let them make a noise like a dog, and go 
round about the city. 


PSALM LX. 


for deliverance. 


15 Let them wander up and down § for 
meat, |! and grudge if they be not satisfied. 

16 But I will sing of thy power; yea, 
I will sing aloud of thy merey in the 
morning: £ for thou hast been my defence 
and refuge in the day of my trouble. 

17 Unto "thee, O my strength, will I 
sing: for God is my defence, and the God 
of my mercy. 


PSALM LX. 


1 David, complaining to God of former judgment, 
4 now, upon better hope, prayeth for deliverance. 
6 Comforting himself in God’s promises, he craveth 
that help whereon he trusteth. 


4] To the chief Musician iupon Shushan-eduth, 
*Michtam of David, to teach; jwhen he strove 
with Aram-naharaim and with Aram-zobah, 
when Joab returned, and smote of Edom in the 
valley of salt twelve thousand. 


GOD, *thou hast cast us off, thou 
hast ?scattered us, thou hast been 
displeased ; O 'turn thyself to us again. 
2 Thou hast made the earth to tremble; 
thou hast broken it: "heal the breaches 
thereof; for it shaketh. 

3 Thou hast showed thy "people hard 
things: thou hast made us to ° drink the 
wine of astonishment. 

4 Thou hast given a Pbanner to them 
that fear thee, that it may be displayed 
because of the truth. Selah. 

5 That thy beloved may be delivered ; 
save with thy right hand, and hear me. 

6 God hath spoken in his holiness; T 
will rejoice: I will divide Shechem, and 
mete out the valley of Succoth. 





* Heb. meet. a Prov.12:18.  b Psa.2:4. f Heb. high place. 
e Psa.21:3. f Heb. observers ; Psa.56:2. d Gen.4: 12, 15; Rev. 
9:6. ¢ Prov. 12:13. f Psa.46:10,11. Heb. to eat; Isa. 65:13. 
|| Or, if they be not satisfied, then they will stay all night. g Psa. 


30:5. bh Psa.18: 1. i Psa. 80, title. * Or, Agolden Psalm. j 2Sam. 
8: 3-13; 1 Chron. 18;3-12. k Psa.44:9. ¢ Heb broken. 1 Lam, 
3:31, 32; Zech. 10:6, m2 Chron. 7:14; Jer. 30:17. n Psa. 71 : 20, 
o Isa. 51:17,22. p Cant.2:4. q Psa. 108:6. ete. 





4. They run; that is, ran upon me as enemies. 

5. The heathen; the enemies of God and his 
people. 

6. This verse, in the original, is the same as the 
fourteenth, word for word; and may, like it, be con- 
sidered as either a prediction or a prayer. Return; 
like hungry dogs that have taken no prey. Make 
4 nose ; howl from hunger. Go round about the 
city ; in search of food. 

10. Prevent me; go before me and give me the 
victory over all my foes. 

11. Slay them not ; but preserve them in such 
a way as to be a warning to all others against con- 
tinuing in sin. 

12. Taken; as by a net. 

13. In Jacob ; among his people. 

14. See verse six. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. However numerous or mighty their enemies, 
God will protect his people, and eventually deliver 
them from all harm. 

7. The wicked often flatter themselves that no 
one takes notice of their transgressions, or will call 
them to account for their sins. But there is noth- 
ing covered that shall not be revealed, neither is 
there any thing hid, which is not seen, or shall not 
be made known. 

11. The condition of the wicked in this world is 
often a standing monument of their transgressions, 
and of the anger of God against them. 





13. God ruleth in all places throughout the earth, 
and especially among his chosen people, and will 
cause all things to work for good to those who love 


him. 
PSALM LX. 

Title, Aram-naharaim,; Syria of the two riv- 
ers; that is, Mesopotamia. Aram-zobah ; that is, 
Syria Zobah. This country probably lay north-east 
of, Damascus, on the west side of the Euphrates. 
Returned; from the expedition against Syria. 
The valley of salt; probably the valley at the 
south end of the Dead sea, which is at the present 
day bordered by a salt-mountain. 

1. Thou hast cast us off; the first three verses 
of the psalm refer to the period before the victories 
celebrated in the remaining verses. 

3. Hard things ; afflictions, especially reverses in 
war. Wine of astonishment ; wine that produces 
giddiness and reeling; a frequent scriptural metaphor 
to express the amazement and perplexity produced 
by God’s heavy judgments. Jer. 25: 15, 16, 27. 

4. A banner; as a signal and pledge of God’s 
presence. The allusion is to a military standard 
elevated on the top of a mountain as a rallying- 
point in time of war. Here God himself furnishes 
the banner, and thus pledges his presence and help. 

6. Shechem—Succoth ; two places of the land 
of Israel, the former on the west side of Jordan, the 
latter on the east. They stand. here as representa- 
tives of all the cities of Israel. 
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David trusteth in 


7 Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine ; 
Ephraim also zs the strength of my 
head; Judah zs my lawgiver; 

8 Moab 7s my washpot ; over Edom will 
I cast out my shoe: Philistia, triumph 
thou * because of me. 

9 Who will bring me info the tstrong 
city? who will lead me into Edom? 

10 Wilt not thou, O God, which hadst 
cast us off? and thou, O God, which didst 
not go out with our armies ? 

11+Give us help from trouble: for vain 
is the + help of man. 

12 Through God we shall do valiantly : 
for he zt is that shall *tread down our 
enemies. 


PSALM LXI. 


1 David teeth to God upon hisformerexperience. 4 He 
voweth perpetual service unto him, because of his 
promises: 


{ To the chief Musician upon Neginah, A Psalm 
of David. : 
‘EAR my cry, O God; attend unto 
my prayer. 

2 From the end of the earth will I ery 
unto thee, when my heart is overwhelm- 
ed:> lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I. 

3 For thou hast been a shelter for me, 
and a strong ‘tower from the enemy. 

4] will abide in thy tabernacle for 
ever: I will $ trust in the covert of thy 
wings. Selah. 

5 Forthou, O God, hast heard my vows: 
thou hast given me the heritage of those 
that fear thy name. 

6 Thou |! wilt prolong the king’s life: 
and his years as *many generations. 

7. He shall abide before God for ever: 


PSALM 


LXII.. 


oh prepare mercy and ‘truth, which may 
preserve him. 

8 So will I sing praise unto thy name 
for ever, that I may daily perform my 
vows. 


God's promises. 


PSALM LXII. 


1 David professing his confidence in God discourageth 
his enemies. 5 In the same confidence he encour- 
ageth the godly. 9 No trust is to be put in worldly 
things. 11 Power and mercy belong to God. 


{ To the chief Musician, to * Jeduthun, A Psalm of 
David. ‘ 
RULY?t my soul # waiteth upon God: 
from him cometh my salvation. 

2 He only zs my rock and my salvation; 
he is my § defence ; I shall ‘not be great- 
ly moved. . 

3 How long will ye imagine mischief 
against a man? ye shall be slain all of 
you: as a bowing wall shall ye be, and as 
a tottering fence. 

4 They only consult to cast him down 
from his excellency: they delight in lies: 
they bless with their mouth, but they 
curse linwardly. Selah. 

5 My soul, wait thou only upon God; 
for my expectation is from him. 

6 He only 7s my rock and my salvation: 
he is my defence; I shall not be moved. 

7 In God is my salvation and my glory: 
the rock of my strength, and my refuge, 
is in God. 

8 Trust in him at all times ; ye people, 
pour out your heart before him: God zs 
a refuge for us. Selah. 

9 Surely men of low degree are vanity, 
and men of high degree are a lie: to be 
laid in the balance, they are *altogether 
lighter than vanity. 





* Or, over me: (by an irony.) } Heb. city of strength. + Heb. 
salvation. a Isa.63:3, bIsa.54:11. ¢ Prov.18:10, Or, make 
my refuge. || Heb. shalt add days to the days of the king. * Heb. 


generation and generation, a Psa.43:3. ¢1 Chron. 25: 1,3. Or, 
Only. ¢ Heb. is silent ; Psa.65:1. @ Heb. high place. f Psa. 37: 24; 
Mic. 7:8. || Heb. in their inward parts. g1Sam.1:15, * Or, alike. 





7. Gilead — Manasseh — Ephraim} three re- 
gions put to represent the whole land which should 
be subjected to David’s power. The strength of 
my head; my helmet, that is, my defence. My 
lawgiver; the seat of my kingdom. 

8. My washpot ; put to dishonorable service as 
a conquered people. Cast owt my shoe; probably 
in token of possession. 

9. The strong city ; Petra, the capital of Edom. 

12. Tread down our enemies; enable us to 
overcome them. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Trials are the consequences of sin, and should 
lead us to self-examination, repentance, and hearty 
turning unto the Lord. 

3. Even the people of God, if they sin against 
him, are often visited with great and sore troubles, 
from which nothing but his grace will deliver them. 

7. Jehovah is king over all, and the rightful pro- 
prietor of all the kingdoms and nations of the earth. 

11. God is the only effectual helper in trouble, and 
to him alone men should look as their deliverer. 


PSALM LXI. 


Title, Neginah ; a stringed instrument. 
2. The rock* God, as a refuge. 
704 , 





3. A strong tower; place and means of defence. 

4, Abide in thy tabernacle; where I shall be 
protected from all my foes. 

5. The heritage of those that fear thy name - 
the presence and blessing of God. 

7. He shall abide before God for ever; prob- 
ably an allusion to the promise made by God to 
David through Nathan: “Thy house and thy king- 
dom shall be established for ever before thee.” 2Sam. 
7:16 

8. My vows ; his engagements to serve the Lord. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. God is a sure refuge, in all times of trouble, to 
those who pray to and put their trust in him. 

5. God witnesses the engagements and hears the 
supplications of his people, and none truly seek him 
in vain. 

7. However great or long continued their trials, 
the people of God are ripening for heaven and pre- 
paring to dwell with him for ever. 


PSALM LXII. 
4, They; the wicked who persecuted David. 
His excellency ; his kingly dignity. ; 
9. A lie; given to deception, they cannot be 
trusted in. 














Thirst for God. 


10 ‘Trust not in oppression, and become 
not vain in robbery: if riches increase, 
set not your heart upon them. 

11 God hath spoken once; twice have 
I heard this ; that * power *belongeth un- 
to God. 

12 Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth 
mercy: °for thou renderest to every man 
according to his work. 


PSALM LXIII. 


1 David’s thirst for God. 4 His manner of blessing 
God. 9 His confidence of his enemies’ destruction, 
and his own safety. 


q A Psalm of David, ¢ when he was in the wilder- 
ness of Judah. 


GOD, thou art my God; ‘early will I 

seek thee: my soul ° thirsteth for thee, 
my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and 
thirsty f land, * where no water is; 

2 To ‘see thy power and thy glory, so 
as I have seen thee in the & sanctuary. 

3 Because thy loving-kindness is " better 
than life, my lips shall praise thee. 

4 Thus will I bless thee while I live: 
I will lift up my hands in thy name. 

5 My soul shall be ‘satisfied as with 
marrow! and fatness; and my mouth 
shall praise thee with joyful lips: 

6 When I remember thee upon my /bed, 
and meditate on thee in the night watches. 

7 Because thou hast been my help, 
therefore in the shadow of thy wings will 
I rejoice. 

8 My soul followeth hard after thee: 
thy ‘right hand upholdeth me. 

9 But those that seek my soul, to de- 
stroy 2, shall go into the lower parts of 
the earth. 

10 They shall !! fall by the sword: they 
shall be a portion for ' foxes. 

* Or, strength, a Rev.19:1. b2Cor.5:10. c¢1Sam. 22:5; 
23:14-16. 4d Prov,8:17; Cant.3:1-3.  e¢ Psa. 42:2; John 7:37. 


t Heb. weary. +t Heb without water ; Isa. 41:17. f Psa.27:4. 
& Psa. 84:2, 11; Isa.60:13. bh Psa.30: 5; 1John,3:2. i Cant. 1:4. 





@ Heb. fatness. j Cant.4:2. k Psa. 18:35. || Heb. make himrun | } 





11. Power; to raise up, or cast down. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. To wait upon God by prayer and supplication, 
submission to his will, and devotion to his service, 
is the way to experience his salvation. 

5. Expectations from men will be disappointed, 
while expectations from God will be abundantly 
more than realized. 

10. Riches, when idolized, become a curse to the 


possessor. 
PSALM LXIII. 


1. Adry and thirsty land; at a distance from 
the tabernacle and ordinances of God. 

4. Lift up my hands ; the attitude of prayer. 

5. Be satisfied; with the worship and service 
of God. 

10. A portion for foxes; the Hebrew includes 
under one word foxes and jackals. Jackals are 
numerous in Palestine, and prey on dead bodies. 

11. Theking; David. Sweareth by him; by 
the name of God as a sign of allegiance to him. 
Shall glory; glory in the salvation which God 
bestows upon him. 


PSALM LXIV. 





Prayer for deliverance. 


11 But the king shall rejoice in God; 
every one that ™sweareth by him shall 
glory: but the mouth of them that speak 
lies shall be stopped. 


PSALM LXIV. 


1 David prayeth for deliverance, complaining of his 
enemies. 7 He promiseth himself to see such an 
evident destruction of his enemies, as the righteous 
shall rejoice at it. 


{] To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 
EAR my voice, O God, in my prayer: 
preserve my life from fear of the 
enemy. 

2 Hide me from the secret "counsel of 
the wicked; from the insurrection of the 
workers of iniquity: 

3 Who ° whet their tongue like a sword, 
and bend their bows to shoot their arrows, 
even bitter words: 

4 That they may shoot in secret at the 
perfect : suddenly do they shoot at him, 
and fear not. 

5 They? encourage themselves zn an evil 
matter :* they commune f of laying snares 
privily ; they say, Who shall see them? 

6 They search out iniquities; #they 
accomplish $a diligent search: both the 
inward thought of every one of them, and 
the heart, zs deep. 

7 But God shall shoot at them with an 
arrow ; suddenly '!shallthey be wounded. 

8 So they shall make their own tongue 
to fall upon themselves: all that see them 
shall flee away. 

9 And al] men shall fear, and shall de- 
clare the work of God; for they shall 
wisely consider of his doing. 

10 The righteous shall be glad in the 
Lorp, and shall trust in him; and all the 
upright in heart shall glory. 
out like water by the hands of the sword. 1 Cant 2:15. m Isa. 65: 16. 
n Gen. 49:6. o Jer.9:3. Pp Prov.1:11-13. * Or, speech. + Heb. 
to hide. } Or, we are consumed by that which they have thoroughly 


searched. °4 Heb.a search searched. || Heb. their wound shall 
e 








INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. To be deprived of the privileges of the sanc- 
tuary is a great calamity, and one which is severely 
felt by all who love God. 

}. No joys are so elevated, pure, and satisfying, 
as those which spring from the service and enjoy- 
ment of God. 

9. The people of God are his peculiar treasure, 
and those who seek to destroy them will themselves 
be destroyed. 

11. Lying tongues shall be put to silence, and 
none but the lovers of truth and righteousness shall 
inherit the divine favor. 


PSALM LXIV. 


4, Shoot at him; speak violent and bitter words 
against him. : ; 

6. They search out iniqwities ; devise wicked 
plans. 

8. Their own tongue; their bitter words. 

9. Shall fear; fear the judgments of God. 

10. Shall glory; glory or rejoice in God who 
has delivered them. 
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The blessedness 


PSALM LXV. 


1 David praiseth God for his grace. 4 The blessedness 
uf God’s chosen by reason of benefits. 


J To the chief Musician, A Psalm avd Song of David. 
RAISE *waiteth for thee, O God, in 
. Zion: and unto thee shall the vow 
be performed. 

2 O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee 
shall all flesh come. 

3 Iniquitiesf prevail against me: as for 
our transgressions, thou shalt * purge 
them away. 

4 Blessed is the man whom thou choos- 
est, and causest to approach unto thee, 
that he may dwell in thy courts: » we 
shall be satisfied with the goodness of 
thy house, even of thy holy temple. 

5 By ‘terrible things in righteousness 
wilt thou agaswer us, O God of our sal- 
vation; who art the confidence of all the 
ends of the earth, and of them that are 
afar off upon the sea: 

6 Which by his strength setteth fast the 
mountains; being girded with power: 

7 Which ¢stilleth the noise of the seas, 
the noise of their waves, and the tumult 
of the people. 

8 They also that dwell in the uttermost 
paris are afraid at thy tokens: thou mak- 
est the outgoings of the morning and 
evening to # rejoice. 

9 Thou visitest the earth, and § water- 
est it: thou greatly enrichest it with the 
river of God, which is full of water: 
thou preparest them corn, when thou 
hast so provided for it. 

10 Thou waterest the ridges thereof 
abundantly, thou !settlest the furrows 
thereof: thou *makest it soft with show- 
ers, thou blessest the springing thereof. 

* Heb. is silent; Psa.62:1. ¢ Heb. Words, or Matters of iniqui- 
ties. al Jolin, 1:7,9. »b Psa. 63:5. ¢ Psa.45:4. d Mat.8: 26. 


t Or, sing. 4 Or, ofter thou hudst made it to desire rain. || Or, 
causest rain to descend into. * Heb. dissolvest it. | Heb. of. Heb. 





PSALM LXVI. 


of God’s chosen. 


11 Thou crownest the year ft with thy 
goodness ; and thy paths drop fatness. 

12 They drop upon the pastures of the 
wilderness: and the little hills + rejoice 
on every side. 

13 The pastures are clothed with flocks ; 
the valleys also are covered over with 
corn; °they shout for joy, they also sing. 


PSALM LXVI. 


1 David exhorteth to praise God, 5 to observe his great 
works, 8 to bless him for his gracious benefits. 12 He 
voweth for himself religious service to God. 16 He 
declareth God’s special goodness to himself. 


{ To the chief Musician, A Song ov Psalm. 
AKE a joyful noise unto God, all 
§ye lands: 

2 Sing forth the honor of his name: 
make his praise glorious. 

3 Say unto God, How terrible art thou 
in thy works! through the greatness of 
thy power shall thine enemies |! submit 
themselves unto thee. 

4 All the earth shall worship thee, and 
shall sing unto thee; they shall sing to 
thy name. Selah. 

5 Come and see the works of God: he 
is terrible in his doing toward the chil- 
dren of men. 

6 He fturned the sea into dry land: 
they went through the flood on foot: there 
did we rejoice in him. 

7 He ruleth by his power for ever ; his 
eyes behold the nations: let not the re- 
bellious exalt themselves. Selah. 

8 Oh bless our God, ye people, and 
make the voice of his praise to be heard: 

9 Which *holdeth our soul in life, and 
suffereth not our feet to be moved. 

10 For thou, O God, hast proved us: 
thou hast tried us, as & silver is tried. 





are girded with joy. ¢ Isa.55:12. 9 Heb. the earth. 
or yield feigned obedience ; Psa. 81:15. f Ex. 14:21. 
teth. 


|| Heb. lie, 
* Heb. put- 
g Isa. 48: 10; 1 Pet. 1:7. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. The wicked encourage each other in sin, and 
flatter themselves and one another that their evil 
deeds will never be brought to light. 

8. The evils which the wicked seek to bring upon 
the righteous often fall upon themselves. 

10. Uprightness of heart is essential to joy in a 
holy God. 


PSALM LXV. 

1. Zion; the place where God is worshipped. 

2. Shall all flesh come; when they are enlight- 
ened and the Spirit is poured out on them from on 
high. 

3. Purge them away; forgive their sins and 
purify their souls through the great atonement. 

5. Terrible things ; those which God accom- 
plishes for the destruction of his enemies and the 
salvation of his people. 

8. Thy tokens; the signs of God’s presence and 
almighty power in nature. 

9. The river of God; God’s inexhaustible store 
of waters, from which he sends upon the earth re- 
freshing showers. 
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11. Drop fatness ; God gives the most precious 

supplies in great abundance. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

4. No blessedness is so great as that which re- 
sults from being chosen of God to salvation, through 
the sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of his 
truth. 

7. God rules in the kingdoms of nature and of 
providence, as well as of grace, and controls all 
things according to the wise and good counsels of 
his own perfect will. 

9, All the blessings of this life come from God, 
and are the fruit of his kindness, mercy, and grace 
to the children of men. 

13. All the works of God praise him, and his 
saints bless him for the mercies of this life and of 
that which is to come. 


PSALM LXVI. 


3. Submit themselves unto thee; be forced to 
profess subjection and obedience to thee. 

6. He turned the sea into dry land; at the 
time the children of Israel crossed the Red sea. 

10. Proved us; by afflictions. 














Prayer for God’s kingdom. 


11 Thou broughtest us into the *net: 
thou laidst affliction upon our loins. 

12 Thou hast caused men to ride over 
our heads; we went through fire and 
through water: but thou broughtest us 
out into a *wealthy place. 

13 I will go into thy house with burnt- 
offerings : 1 will pay thee my vows, 

14 Which my lips have uttered, and my 
mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble. 

15 I will offer unto thee burnt-sacrifi- 
ces of + fatlings, with the incense of rams: 
I will offer bullocks with goats. Selah. 

16 Come and * hear, all ye that fear God, 
and I will declare what he hath done for 
my soul. 

17 I cried unto him with my mouth, 
and he was extolled with my tongue. 

18 If ‘I regard iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord will not hear me: 

19 But verily God hath heard me; he 
hath attended to the voice of my prayer. 


PSALM LXVIII. 





20 Blessed be God, which hath not turned | 


away my prayer, nor his mercy from me. | 


| 
PSALM LXVII. | 


Praise to God. 


4 Oh let the nations be glad and sing 
for joy: for thou shalt judge the people 
righteously, and |! govern the nations upon 
earth. Selah. 

5 Let the people praise thee, O God: let 
all the people praise thee. 

6 Then &shall the earth yield her in- 
crease ; and God, even our own God, shall 
bless us. 

7 God shall bless us; and "all the ends 
of the earth shall fear him. 


PSALM LXYLIITI. 


1 A prayer at the removing of the ark. 4 An exhorta- 
tion to praise God for his mercies, 7 for his care of the 
church, 19 for his great works. 


§] To the chief Musician, A Psalm or Song of David, 
ET ‘God arise, let his enemies be 
scattered: let them also that hate 

him flee *before him. ; 

2 As Jsmoke is driven away, so drive 
them away: as * wax melteth before the 
fire, so let the wicked perish at the pres- 
ence of God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad; let them 
rejoice' before God: yea, let them t ex- 


-ceedingly rejoice. 


i A prayer for the enlargement of God’s kingdom, 3 to 
the joy of the people, 6 and the increase of God’s 
blessings. 


{ To the chief foes on Neginoth, A Psalm or 
ong. 
GC OD‘ be merciful unto us, and bless 
NX us; and “cause his face to shine 
upon’ us; Selah. 
2 That thy way may be known upon 
earth, thy saving health among all ‘nations. 
3 Let the people praise thee, O God; let 
all the people praise thee. 


4 Sing unto God, sing praises to his 
name: extol him that rideth upon the 
heavens by his name JAH, and rejoice 
before him. 

5 A father of the ™fatherless, and a 
judge of the widows, zs God in his holy 
habitation. 

6 God setteth the solitary in ? families: 
he " bringeth out those which are bound 
with chains: but the rebellious dwell in 
a dry land. 








a Hos.7:12, * Heb. moist. + Heb. opened. ${ Heb. marrow. 
b Psa, 34:2-11, ¢ Prov, 28:9, d Num. 6:25. e Psa. 4:6. 3 Heb. 
with, f Mat. 28:19. || Heb. lead. g Lev. 26:4; Ezek, 34:27; 


Hos, 2:21, 22. h Psa, 22:27. i Num. 10:35; Isa, 33:3, * Heb. 


From his face. j Hos, 13:3. k Mic. 1:4. 11 Thes. 5:16. + Heb. 


rejoice with gladness, m Jer. 49:11, $ Heb. ahouse. » Psa. 107: 10. 








12. Through fire and through water ; fiery 
trials and floods of temptation. Into a wealthy 
place ; into circumstances of prosperity. 

18. Iniguity in my heart; such as he was 
charged with, or any known sin. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The friends of God are desirous that all in 
every land may know, acknowledge, praise, and 
adore him. 

9. The preservation of our bodies and souls is the 
work of God, and the fruit of his kindness; they 
should therefore be devoted to his service. 

13. Deliverance from special troubles calls for 
special thanksgiving to God, and the promises which 
we made in affliction should be conscientiously ful- 
filled. 

17. Jehovah is a God who hears prayer, and sup- 
oben offered to him in spirit and in truth will 

e abundantly answered. 


PSALM LXVII. 


|. Cause his face to shine; give us the light 
of his countenance and the joys of his salvation. 
2. Thy saving health ; which restores the souls 
of men to spiritual health and vigor. 
3. Let the people praise thee; “all nations” 
ken of in the preceding verse. This is the effect 
of their knowing God’s salvation. 





6. Shall bless ws; with all needed temporal and 
spiritual good. 

7. All the ends of the carth shall fear him, 
the effect of God’s blessing his own people. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The light of God’s countenance and the joys of his 
salvation, when granted to his people, tend to spread 
the knowledge of his name and lead all to praise him. 

4. The government of God is a subject of great 


joy to his people, and they earnestly desire that all 


the nations of the earth should submit themselves 
to it, and be happy under it. 

7. The prophets of the Old Testament were ani- 
mated by the same spirit as the apostles under the 
New Testament. They earnestly desired and prayed 
for the conversion and salvation of all nations; and 
they foresaw, with exceeding joy, the extension of 
the knowledge of God over all the earth. 


PSALM LXVIII. 

1. Let his enemies be scattered; this might be 
rendered in the future, will or shall be scattered, 
and so with the verses which follow. 

4. Jah; an abbreviation of the word Jehovah. 

6. Setteth the solitary in families; provides 
a home for the desolate and outcast. Dwell ina 
dry land; where they are destitute of the comforts 
which he gives those who love and obey him. 
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Praise to God PSALM 


7 O God, when thou wentest forth be- 
fore thy people, when thou didst march 
through the wilderness; Selah: 

8 The* earth shook, the heavens also 
dropped at the presence of God: even 
Sinai? itself was moved at the presence of 
God, the God of Israel. 

9 Thou, O God, didst *send a plentiful 
rain, whereby thou didst confirm + thine 
inheritance, when it was weary. 

10 Thy congregation hath dwelt there- 
in: thou, O God, hast prepared of thy 
goodness for the “poor. 

11 The Lord gave the word: great was 
the #company of those that published it. 

12 Kings of armies $ did flee apace: and 
she that tarried at home divided the spoil. 

13 Though ye have lain among the 
pots,° yet shall ye be as the wings of a 
dove covered with silver, and her feath- 
ers with yellow gold. 

14 When‘ the Almighty seattered kings 
in! it, it was white as snow in Salmon. 

15 The hill of God is as the hill of 
Bashan; a high hill as the hill of Bashan. 

16 Why leap ye, ye high hills? & this as 
the hill which God desireth to dwell in; 
yea, the Lorp will dwell zn zt for ever. 

17 The chariots of God are twenty thou- 
sand, even *thousands of angeis: the 
Lord is among them, as zm Sinai, in the 
holy place. 

18 Thou ‘hast ascended on high, thou 
hast led captivity captive: Jthou hast 
received gifts ffor men; yea, for the * re- 
bellious also, that the Lorp God might 
dwell! among them. 

19 Blessed be the Lord, who daily load- 


LXVIII. 


eth us with benefits, even the God of our 
salvation. Selah. 
. 20 He that is our God is the God of sal- 


for his great works. 


vation; and "unto Gop the Lord belong - 


the issues from death. 

21 But God shall " wound the head of 
his enemies, and the hairy scalp of such 
a one as goeth on still in his trespasses. 

22 The Lord said, I will bring again 
from ° Bashan, I will bring my P people 
again from the depths of the sea: 

23 That thy foot may be # dipped in the 
blood’ of thine enemies, and the tongue 
of thy dogs in the same. 

24 They have seen thy goings, O God; 
even the goings of my God, my King, in 
the sanctuary. ; 

25 The 'singers went before, the players 
on instruments followed after; among 
them were the damsels playing with tim- 
brels. 

26 Bless ye God in the congregations, 
even the Lord, ‘from the fountain of Is- 
rael. 

27 There zs little Benjamin with their 
ruler, the princes of Judah land their 
council, the princes of Zebulun, and the 
princes of Naphtali. 

28 Thy God hath commanded thy 
strength :* strengthen, O God, that which 
thou hast wrought for us. 

29 Because of thy temple at Jerusalem 
shall kings bring presents unto thee. 

30 Rebuke * the company of spearmen, 
the multitude of the bulls, with the calves 
of the people, tell every one submit him- 
self with pieces of silver: Tscatter thou 
the people that delight in war. 





a Hab, 3:10. b Ex. 19:16. * Heb. shake out. ¢ Deut. 11: 11-14. 
t+ Heb. it. d Mat. 11:5. $ Heb. army. Heb. did flee, did flee. 
e Psa, 81:6, f Josh, 12:1, etc. |] Or, for her, she was. § 1 Kings, 
9:3. * Or, many thousands, h Deut.33:2. i Acts 1: 2-9; Eph. 
4: j Acts2:4,33. + Heb.intheman. k1Cor.6:9,11; 1Tim. 


: 


1:13,15. 1 Rev. 21:3. m Deut. 32:39; Rev. 1:18. n Hab. 3:13, 
o Num. 21:33. pEx. 14:22, $Or, red. q Isa. 63:1-6. r Rev. 
15:2,3. % Or, ye that are of. || Or, vith their company. 8 Isa, 
40:31. * Or, the beasts of the reeds ; Jer. 51:32. f Or, he scat- 
tereth. 





7. Wentest forth before thy people; in bring- 
ing them out of Egypt. 

8. Dropped; as in a storm of thunder and light- 
ning. 

9. A plentifel rain; most probably ar. allusion 
to the manna and quails, which are elsewhere de- 
scribed under the figure of rain. Psa. 78: 24, 27. 
Thineinheritance ; Israel, as the heritage of God. 

10. Therein; in the promised land, to which the 
Israelites were brought through God’s sustaining 
power in the wilderness. 

11. Gave the word; the word of victory, when 
Israel took possession of Canaan. Those that pub- 
lished it ; tne female singers that celebrated it. The 
allusion is to the choral songs of the Israelitish wom- 
en with which they celebrated the victories of God’s 
people. Fx. 15:20; Judg. 11:34; 1Sam. 18:6. 

12. Did flee ; the enemies of Israel. 

13. Lain among the pots; wrought in brick 
and mortar in Egypt. But some render the words, 
“when ye lie down among your folds;” that is, 
rest in peace, after the conquest of the land. 

14. White as snow; the reference probably is 
to the splendor of God’s presence. Salmon; an 
eminence near Shechem. 
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16. Leap ye; from envy at the honor conferred 
on the hill of Zion. 

17. Twenty thousand; put for a vast multi- 
tude. The reference is to the angelic hosts who 
were present at the giving of the law on Sinai. 
Acts 7:53; Gal. 3:19. 

18. Received gifts; applied by the apostle 
Paul to the ascension gifts bestowed by Christ up- 
on his church. Eph. 4:8. 

20. Issues ; Fh ee 

23. Dipped in the blood of thine enemies ; 
that they might utterly overcome them. 

24. Thy goings; as in triumphal procession 
after the conquest of the enemies. The sanctu- 
ary; onmount Zion. 

26. From the fountain of Israel; ye that 
come from the fountain of Israel, that is, the de- 
scendants of Israel. 

27. Little Benjamin; the smallest of the 
tribes, present at the triumphal procession. Jz- 
dah—Zebulon—Naphtali; tribes by which they 
had been principally delivered, here put to repre- 
sent the whole nation. 

30. The multitude of the bulls, with the calves; 
the great, strong, and powerful; young and old. 








a a ee 








The prayer of David 


31 Princes shall come * out of Egypt; 
Ethiopia” shall soon stretch out her hands 
unto God. 

32 Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the 
earth; oh sing praises unto the Lord; 
Selah : 

33 To him that rideth upon the heavens 
of heavens, which were of old; lo, he doth 
send* out his voice, and that a mighty voice. 

34 Ascribe ye strength unto God: his 
excellency zs over Israel, and his strength 
is in the tclouds. 

35 O God, thou art ‘terrible out of thy 
holy places: the God of Israel is ‘he 
that giveth strength and power unto his 
people. Blessed be God. 


PSALM LXIX. 


1 David complaineth of his affliction. 13 He prayeth 
for deliverance. 22 He devoteth his enemies to de- 
struction. 30 He praiseth God with thanksgiving. 


{ To the chief Musician upon *Shoshannim, A 
Psalm of David. 
Spee me, O God; for the waters are 
come in unto my soul. 

2 I sink in ?deep mire, where there is 
no standing: I am come into $ deep wa- 
ters, where the floods overflow me. 

3 I am weary of my crying: my throat 


is dried: mine eyes fail. while | wait for 
my God. 


PSALM LXIX. 


in his affliction. 

4 They that hate me without a cause 
are more than the hairs of my head: 
they that would destroy me, being mine 
enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I 
restored that which I took not away. ° 

5 O God, thou knowest my foolishness ; 
and my lisins are not hid from thee. 

6 Let not them that wait on thee, O 
Lord Gop of hosts, be ashamed for my 
sake: let not those that seek thee be con- 
founded for my sake, O God of Israel. 

7 Because for thy sake I have borne re- 
proach; shame hath covered my face. 

8 I Sam become a stranger unto my 
brethren, and an alien unto my mother’s 
children. 

9 For the " zeal of thy house hath eaten 
me up; andthe reproaches of them that 
reproached thee are fallen upon me. 

10 When I4wept, and chastened iny soul 
with fasting, that was to my reproach. 

11 I made sackcloth also my garment; 
and I became a proverb to them. 

12 They that sit in the gate speak 
against me; and I was the song of the 
drunkards.* 

13 But as for me, my prayer zs unto 
thee, O Lorn, in an * acceptable time: O 
God, in the multitude of thy mercy 'hear 
me, in the truth of thy salvation. 





eb. 
|| Heb. 


d Isa. 45: 24. 
% Heb. depth of. 


heavens, c¢ Ex. 15:11. 
the mire of the depth. f John 15: 24, 











£ Jolin vos en John veal 7, 


guiltiness. PAR OMe Looe a) baa. 
35:13, ete. * Heb, drinkers of strong drink. k Isa. 49: 8; 2 Cor. 
6322 aoHebisb <7. 





31. Egypt; Ethiopia ; representatives of the 
heathen world, especially Africa. 

33. Heavens of heavens ; the highest heavens. 

34. The clouds: the heavens. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Though God delay for a season to appear for 
his people, in due time ie will arise and have mercy 
upon them, and will confound and destroy those 
who rise up against them. 

7. The deliverance of God's people and his mer- 
cies to them in times past, are foretastes and ear- 
nests of what he will do for them in time to come. 

11. The words of truth and love which God gives 
to his people encourage them to go forward in duty, 
putting their trust in him and expecting that he 
finally give them the victory over all their 
oes. 


13. Whatever may have been their former char- | 


acter or employment, when made partakers of 
divine merey and adorned with the graces of the 
Holy Spirit, saints become beautiful and lovely in 
the eyes of the Lord of hosts and of all good beings. 

17. God has multitudes which no man can num- 
ber, who at his call are ready to engage in his cause 
and fight against his foes. 

23. Utter destruction is before the wicked; ex- 
cept they repent, their ruin will be awful and sure. 
_ 29. The hearts of kings and rulers are in the 

hands of the Lord; and when he inclines them, they 
favor his people and become nursing fathers and 
mothers to his church. 

31. The dark and polluted places of the earth 
which are now full of the habitations of wickedness 
and cruelty, shall one day all be enlightened and 
— and become a habitation for God through 

is Spirit. 

35. The God of salvation to his people will be 


| lowers must have been for ever put to shame. 








the God of vengeance to those who continue to 
rebel against him. He isa light and glory to those 
who serve him, but to his persevering enemies a 
consuming fire. 

PSALM LXIX. 

This psalm is often quoted in the New Testa- 
ment, and applied to our Saviour. It does not re- 
fer exclusively to Christ's person, as is manifest 
from the fifth verse; but rather to the church of 
God in Christ her Head. It describes the great 
conflict between the kingdom of God and the king- 
dom of Satan. In this conflict Christ, as the Head 
of the church, is the principal sufferer, but each of 
his members also suffers with him. 

1. The waters; an emblem of great troubles. 
Unto my soul; so that they are ready to destroy 
my life. 

2. In deep mire; distressing affliction. 

4. More than the hairs; very numerous. Then 
I restored that which I es not away; this 
psalm might literally apply to David, but more 
fully in its spiritual meaning to Christ. 

6. For my sake; the highest application of 
these words is to Christ. Had he been overcome 
in the conflict with Satan, all the hopes of his me 

n 
a lower, and yet a true sense, they apply to all the 
faithful servants of God, and more especially to 
those who are, like David, intrusted with impor- 
tant offices in her behalf. 

8, A stranger unto my brethren; they treated 
him with neglect and scorn. 

9. The zeal of thy house; zeal for the honor 
of thy house. Applied to Jesus Christ, John 2:17. 
Hath eaten me up; consumed me. 

12. Speak against me; on account of his devo- 
tion to God. 
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Conflict of the kingdom 


14 Deliver me out of the mire, and let 
me not sink: let me be delivered from 
them that hate me, and out of the deep 
waters. ‘ 

15 Let *not the water-flood overflow 
me, neither let the deep swallow me up, 
and let not the » pit shut her mouth upon 
me. 

16 Hear me, O Lorp; for thy loving- 
kindness is good: ‘turn unto me accord- 
ing to the multitude of thy tender 
mercies. 

17 And hide not thy face from thy ser- 
vant; for I am in trouble: *hear me 
speedily. 

18 Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem 
it: deliver me because of mine enemies. 

19 Thou hast known my ‘reproach, 
and my shame, and my dishonor: mine 
adversaries are all before thee. 

20 Reproach hath broken’ my heart; 
and I am full of heaviness: and I ® look- 
ed for some to ttake pity, but there was 
none ;f and for comforters, but I found 
none. 

21 They &gave me also gall for my 
meat; and in my thirst they gave me 
vinegar to drink. 

22 Let "their table become a snare be- 
fore them: and that which should have 
been for their welfare, let it become a 
trap. 

23 Let their eyes be darkened, that 
they ‘see not; and make their loins con- 
tinually to shake. 

24 Pour out ithine indignation upon 
them, and let thy wrathful anger take 
hold of them. 

25 Let their + habitation be * desolate ; 
and let none dwell in their tents. 

26 For! they persecute him whom thou 


PSALM LXX. 


of Christ and of Satan 


hast ™smitten; and they talk to the grief 
of those whom thou hast wounded. 

27 Add *iniquity unto their iniquity: 
and let them not come into thy righteous- 
ness. 

28 Let them be blotted out of the book 
of the living, and not be " written with 


| the righteous. 


29 But I am poor and sorrowful: let 
thy salvation, O God, set me up on high. 

30 I will praise the name of God with 
a song, and will magnify him with 
thanksgiving. 

31 This also shall please the Lorp bet- 
ter than an ox or bullock that hath horns 
and hoofs. 

32 The thumble shall see this, and be 
glad: and your heart shall live that seek 
God. 

33 For the Lorn heareth the poor, and 
despiseth not his prisoners. 

34 Let the heaven and earth praise him, 
the seas, and every thing that + moveth 
therein. 

35 For God will save Zion, and will 
build® the cities of Judah, that they may 
dwell there, and have it in possession. 

36 The seed also of his servants shall 
inherit it: and Pthey that love his name 
shall dwell therein. 


PSALM LXxX. 


David soliciteth God to the speedy destruction of the 
wicked, and preservation of the godly. 


{ To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, % to . 


bring to remembrance. 
MV AKE ¢ haste, O God, to deliver me; 
make haste to § help me, O Lorp. 
2 Let them be ashamed and confound- 
ed that seek after my soul: let them be 
turned backward, and put to confusion, 
that desire my hurt. 


. 





a Isa. 43:1,2. b Psa. 16:10; Acts2:24,etc. ¢ Psa. 86:16; 
Mic. 7:19. * Heb. make haste to hear me, 4 Psa, 22:6, 7; Isa. 
53:3; Heb. 12:2. e Isa. 63:5. f{ Heb. dament with me. f Mark 
14:50. g Mat. 27:34, 48; John 19: 29, 30. h Rom, 11 : 8-10. i2Cor. 
3:14. j 1 Thes. 2:15, 16. $ Heb. palace. k Mat. 23:38. Q Heb. 


there not bea dweller, 1 Zech. 1:15. m Isa. 53:4. || Heb. thy 
wounded. * Or, punishment of iniquity ; Mat. 23:36. nm Rev 
13:8. fOr, meek. $Heb. creepeth. o Ezek, 36:35, 36. .p John 
14:23; Rev. 21:27. 4@ Psa. 38, title. © Psa. 40:13-17. 8 Heb. 
my help. 





21. They gave me vinegar; Mat. 27: 34. 

25. See Mat. 23: 38. 

27. Add iniquity; punishment. Come into 
thy righteousness; be numbered among the right- 
eous, or share in the blessings of their salvation. 

32. The humble shall see this, and be glad ; 
the cause of Christ is the cause of the humble; 
they sympathize with him in his sufferings, and 
rejoice with him in his triumphs. 

35. For God will save Zion ; he will always be 
with his people to help them and to bless them. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

{. In the great conflict between Christ and Satan, 
all the true members of Christ’s body have a part. 
They cannot reign with him till they have suffered 
with him. When for his sake they sink in deep 
waters, they will, in imitation of his example, ear- 
nestly cry to God for help, and wait upon him till 
he is pleased to appear for their salvation. 

6. The people of God are anxious not to dishonor 
him, or be the occasion of injury to their fellow- 
men, especially to such as love his salvation. 
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9. God is very dear to his people, and leads them 
to show much zeal, make great sacrifices, and per- 
form numerous labors to promote his honor. 

12. Piety and drunkenness are in direct opposi- 
tion to each other, and as one prevails the other will 
be done away. 

21. The minuteness with which the treatment of 
the Saviour was foretold in the Old Testament, 
and the exact fulfilment of the description in him, 
is proof that it was given by inspiration, and that 
holy men of old wrote and spoke as they were di- 
rected by the Holy Ghost. 

31. The offerings of the heart, as manifested in 
abe and praise, are more precious in the sight of 

od than any external service, and are essential to 
true religion. 

35. The deliverance of Christ in the hour of his 
trial, is a pledge of the deliverance of all who put 
their trust in him. Since he was victorious over 
Satan, none of his true disciples can fail of victory. 
He conquered the powers of hell for himself, and 
for all his followers. 




















David's confidence of faith. 


3 Let them be turned back for a re- 
ward of their shame that say, Aha, Aha. 

4 Let all those that *seek thee > rejoice 
and be glad in thee: and let such as love 
thy salvation say continually, Let God 
be magnified. 

5 But I am poor and needy ; make haste 
unto me, O God: thou art my help and 
my deliverer: O Lorn, make no tarrying. 


PSALM LXXI. 


1 David, in confidence of faith, and experience of God’s 
favor, prayeth both for himself, and against the ene- 
mies of hissoul. 14 He promiseth constancy. 17 He 
prayeth for perseverance. 19 He praiseth God, and 
promiseth to do it cheerfully. : 

N ‘thee, O Lorp, do I put my trust: 

let me never be put to confusion. 

2 Deliver me in thy righteousness, and 
cause me to escape: incline thine “ear 
unto me, and save me. 

3 Bethou *my strong habitation, where- 
unto*I may continually resort: thou hast 
given commandment to save me ; for thou 
art my rock and my fortress. 

4 Deliver me, O my God, out of the 
hand of the wicked, out of the hand of 
the unrighteous and cruel man. 

5 For thou art my ‘hope, O Lord Gop: 
thou art my trust from my youth. 

6 By thee have I been holden up from 
the womb: thou art he that took me out 
of my mother’s bowels: ' my praise shall 
be continually of thee. 

7 I am as a iwonder unto many; but 
thou art my strong refuge. 

8 Let my mouth be filled with thy praise 
and with thy honor all the day. 

9 Cast me not off in the time of old 
age ; forsake me not when my strength 
faileth. ; 

10 For mine enemies speak against me; 
and they that tlay wait for my soul take 
counsel! together, 

11 Saying, God hath forsaken him: per- 

alam. 3:25, b Psa, 97:12; Isa, 61:10. ¢ Psa. 31:13. 4 Psa. 

34:15. * Heb. to me for a rock of habitation, e Prov. 18:10, 

f Jer. 17:7, 17. 

iZech. 3:8, +Heb. watch, or observe. j 2 Sam. 17:1, etc. ; Mat. 


PSALM LXX. 
3. Aha; an expression of contemptuous exultation. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. The end of all who persist in persecuting 
God’s servants, shall be “shame and everlasting 
contempt.” But they who seek God in sincerity 
and truth shall be, through grace, rewarded with 
everlasting glory and blessedness. 

5. The unworthiness and poverty of sinners forms 
no barrier against their acceptance with God: when 
their wants are duly felt, and they apply to God for 
help, he is glorified in bestowing it upon them. 

PSALM LXXI. 

3. My rock; source of defence. 

5. My trust ; the object of his trust. 

7. Tam as a wonder unto many; an object 
of astonishment from the intensity of my sufferings. 
These words were strikingly fulfilled in the person of 
our Lord, the great Head of the church. Isa. 52:14. 








PSALM LXXI. 




















& Psa, 22:9, 10; Isa. 46:3, 4. h Psa. 145:1, 2. | 55:9 








Prayer and praise. 


secute and take him; for there is none to 
deliver him. 

12 O God, be not far from me: 
God, make haste for my help. 

13 Let them be confounded and con- 
sumed that are adversaries to my soul; 
let them be covered with reproach and 
dishonor that seek my hurt. 

14 But I will hope continually, and 
will yet praise thee more and more. 

15 My mouth shall show forth thy 
righteousness and thy salvation all the 
day ; * for I know not the numbers thereof. 

16 I will go in the Strength of the Lord 
Gop: I will make mention of thy 'right- 
eousness, even of thine only. 

17 O God, thou hast taught me from my 
youth: and hitherto have I declared thy 
wondrous works. 

18 Now also twhenI am old ™and eray- 
headed, O God, forsake me not; until I 
have showed 5 thy strength unto this gen- 
eration, and thy power to every one that 
is to come. 

19 Thy righteousness also, O God, is 
very “high, who hast done great things: 
O God, who is like unto thee! 

20 Thou, which hast showed me great 
and sore troubles, shalt °quicken me 
again, and shalt bring me up again from 
the depths of the earth. 

21 Thou shalt inerease my greatness, 
and comfort me on every side. 

22 I will also praise thee with the 
lpsaltery,P even thy truth, O my God: 
unto thee will I sing with the ‘harp, O 
thou Holy One of Israel. 

23 My lips shall greatly rejoice when | 
sing unto thee; and my soul, which thou 
hast redeemed. 

24 My tongue also shall talk of thy 
righteousness all the day long: for they 
are confounded, for they are brought unto 
shame, that seek my hurt. 

27:1. k Psa, 139:17. 1 Isa. 45:24, 25; Phil. 3:9. + Heb. unto 
old age and grey hairs. m Isa. 46: 4, Q Heb. thine arm, n Isa, 

:9. 0 Hos.6:1,2. || Heb. instrument of psaltery. p Psa. 
150:3. q Psa, 92:3. 


They are fulfilled also in each of his members, ac- 
cording to the measure of “ the afflictions of Christ,” 
which God has appointed him to “fill up.” Col. 1:24. 

11. God hath forsaken him; this they con- 
cluded from his distresses. 

13. Let them be confounded; this and what 
follows may be translated in the future: they will 
be confounded. 

15. The numéers ; the number of his mercies. 

20. Shalt quicken me again; grant him de- 
liverance from trouble and give him prosperity. 
From the depths of the earth; from the deep 
waters of the earth, put here as a symbol of great 
distress. Psa. 69:2; 130: 1. ' 

22. Psaltery; a stringed instrument of music. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Trust in the Lord is the sure means of safety 
to his people, and their habitual resort in time of 
trouble. 


O my 
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Predictions of the glory PSALM 


PSALM LXXxII. 


1 David, praying for Solomon, showeth the goodness 
and glory of his, in type, and in truth, of Christ’s 
kingdom. 18 He blesseth God. al 


q A Psalm * for Solomon. 
IVE “the king thy judgments, O God, 
and thy righteousness unto the king’s 
son. . 

2 He ’shall judge thy people with right- 
eousness, and thy poor with judgment. 

3 The °“mountains shall bring peace to 
the people, and the little hills, by right- 
eousness. 

4 He shall judge the poor of the people, 
he shall save the children of ihe needy, 
and shall break in pieces the ‘oppressor. 

5 They shall fear thee as long as the 
sun and moon endure, throughout all 
generations. ; 

6 He shall come down like *rain upon 
the mown grass: as showers that water 
the earth. 

7 In his days shall the righteous flour- 
ish; and abundance of peace jso long as 
the moon endureth. 

8 He ‘shall have dominion also from 
sea to sea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth. 

9 They that dwell in the wilderness 
shall bow before him; and &his enemies 
shall lick the dust. 

10 The "kings of Tarshish and of the 


LXXII. of Christ’s kingdom. 


isles shall bring presents: the kings of 
Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. 

11 Yea, all kings shall fall ‘down be- 
fore him: all nations shall serve him. 

12 For he shall! deliver the needy when 
he crieth; the poor also, and him that 
hath no helper. . 

13 He shall spare the poor and needy, 
and shall save the souls of the needy. 

14 He shall redeem their soul from de- 
ceit and violence: and precious shall their 
blood be in his sight. 

15 And he shall * live, and to him ¥shall 
be given of the gold of ‘Sheba: prayer 
also shall be made for him continually ; 
and daily shall he be ™praised. — 

16 There shall be a handful of corn in 
the earth upon the top of the mountains; 
the fruit thereof shall shake like Leba- 
non: "and they of the city shall flourish 
like grass of the earth. 

17 His name shall Sendure for ever: 
his name shall be !!continued as long as 
the sun: and men shall be °blessed in 
him: all nations shall call him blessed. 

18 Blessed be the Lorp God, the God of 
Israel, who Ponly doeth wondrous things. 

19 And ‘blessed be his glorious name 
for ever: and let the whole earth be * fill- 
ed with his glory. Amen, and Amen. 

20 The prayers of David the son of Jesse 
are ended. 





* Or, of s Psa. 127, title. a1 Kings, 1:36, 37, ° b Isa, 11 :2-5; 
32:1,17. ¢ Psa. 85:11, d Isa. 51: 12,13; Rev. 12:10. e 26am. 
23:4; Hos. 6:3. + Heb. till there be no moon. f | Kings, 4: 20-24; 
Psa. 89:25, 36; Zech. 9:10, g Mic. 7:17. b2Chron. 9: 21; Mat. 








6. God is our makey, our preserver, and the giver 
of all our mercies. On him we ever have been and 
must be dependent for all good, and to him we 
should be habitually devoted. 

9, Old age is a time when men peculiarly need 
the presence and favor of God, and he will not cast 
off any who truly trust in him. 

15. The mercies of God are innumerable, and 
call for habitual thanksgiving. 

20. However great the present trials of Gods 
people, they may rejoice in the anticipation of being 
one day delivered, and made conquerors and more 
than conquerors over all their foes 


PSALM LXXII. 


1. Thy judgments; thy righteous decisions. 
The king’s son; literally, Solomon, so called as 
the son of David and his successor on the throne, in 
correspondence with the original promise of God to 
David, “He shall build a house for my name, and 
I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever,” 
2 Sam. 7:13; the words include the entire line of 
Solomon’s successors, which is perpetuated for ever 


in Christ. Thus Christ himself is the main subject 
of the psalm. In Solomon it has only an incipient 
fulfilment. 


3. The mountains shall bring peace ; an ex- 
pression for great prosperity. 

6. He shall come down; by the influences of 
his Spirit operating through his word and the ordi- 
nances of his church. 

; ie dito sea to sea; over all the earth. Ver. 
badt. : 
9. Lick the dust; be utterly subdued. 
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2:11. ilsa.49:7,23. j Heb. 7:25. k Rev,1:18. $ Heb. one 
shall give. 12Chron.9:1. m Jude 25. » Hos, 14:5-7. Q Heb. 
be. || Heb. as a son to continue his father’s name for ever. © Eph. 
1:3. pEx.15:1l. q Rev. 6:13. rt Num. 14:21; Hab, 2:14. 





13. The poor and needy ; the poor in spirit and 
all who feel their need of him. 

15. For him; to him, and for the blessings of 
his reign. 

16. Upon the top of the mountains ; upon the 
most unlikely places, as well as others, the gospel 
shall take deep root and produce abundant fruits. 

20. Are ended; this is the close of the second 
of the books into which the Psalms were anciently 
divided. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. All wise decisions and all righteous conduct 
proceed from God their author; and to him all 
should look that he would grant them the influence 
of his grace, and thus fit them for the various duties 
to which they are called. 

4. The kingdom of Christ, with the salvation 
which it brings to the soul, is the heritage of none 
but the poor in spirit. The proud and self-sufficient 
are excluded from it, and must stumble and fall 
into perdition. 

7. Since the cause of the righteous is the cause 
of Christ, it must increase and prosper until it be- 
comes triumphant over the whole earth; and, dur- 
ing its conflict with the kingdom of Satan, all that 
are spiritually united to Christ, enjoy, in the midst 
of their outward trials, the peace of God which 
passeth all understanding. | x 

15. All the true members of Christ’s body are 
animated by his spirit, which is a spirit of love and 
self-denial. They continually pray for his honor 
and the enlargement of his kingdom among men; 
and to this at give liberally of that which God has 


|intrusted to them. 
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The prosperity of the wicked. PSALM 


PSALM LXXIII. 


1 The prophet, prevailing in a temptation, 2 showeth 
e occasion thereof, the prosperity of the wicked. 

13 The wound given thereby, diffidence. 15 The 
victory over it, knowledge of God’s purpose, in de- 
stroying of the wicked, and sustaining the righteous. 


4] A Psalm *of Asaph. 
RULY?t God is good to Israel, even to 
such as are tof a clean heart. 

2 But as for me, my feet were almost 
gone; my steps had well nigh slipped. 

3 For I was *envious at the foolish, 
when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

4 For there are no bands in their death: 
but their strength 7s § firm. 

5 They are not in |! trouble as other men; 
neither are they plagued *like other men. 

6 Therefore pride compasseth them 
about as a chain; violence covereth them 
as a »garment. 

7 Their eyes stand out with fatness: 
they thave more than heart could wish. 

8 They are corrupt, and speak wickedly 
concerning oppression : they speak loftily. 

9 They set their mouth against the heav- 
ens, and their tongue walketh through 
the earth. 

10 Therefore his people return hither: 
and waters of a full cup are wrung out to 
them. 

11 And they say, 4How doth God know ? 
and is there knowledge in the Most High? 

12 Behold, these are the ungodly, who 
prosper in the world; they increase in 
riches. 

13 Verily °I have cleansed my heart in 
vain, and washed my hands in innocency. 

14 For all the day long have I been 
plagued, and + chastened every morning. 

* Or, for. + Or, Yet. $ Heb. clean of heart; Psa. 18:26; Mat. 
5:8. a Psa. 37:1; James 4:5. % Heb. fat. || Heb. the trouble of. 


* Heb. with. b Psa.109:18. + Heb. pass the thoughts of the heart. 
¢ Jude 16. d Job 22:13; Psa. 94:7. e Job 9:27-31. $ Heb. my 


PSALM LXXIII. 
. Clean ; pure, sincere, upright. 
- No bands ; no peculiar terrors or distresses. 
. Not tn trouble ; as many pious men are. 
. More ; of this world. 
. Walketh through the earth; is used with- 
out restraint. 

10. Return hither—wrung out to them ; they 
sometimes drink to the dregs a bitter cup in wit- 
nessing the prosperity of the wicked while they are 
themselves filled with trouble, and their sufferings 
are aggravated by the temptation to distrust God’s 
justice. 

1l. They; the wicked. 

13. I have cleansed my heart in vain; this 
was what the psalmist was tempted to say, that his 
piety was useless. 

14. Plagued ; visited with distresses. 

15. I should offend; such doctrines expressed 
would grieve the people of God, as being contrary 
to their experience, contrary to truth, and adapted 
to do mischief. 

16. To know this ; the reasons of the prosperity 
of the wicked and the adversity of the righteous. 

18. Slippery places ; places of peculiar danger. 

19. Brought into desolation ; perish at death. 








Onto Re 








LXXIII. Their destruction. 


15 If I say, I will speak thus; behold, 
I should offend against the generation of 
thy children. 

16 When I thought to know this, it was 
too’ painful for me; 

17 Until I went into the sanctuary of 
God; then understood I their fend. 

18 Surely thou didst set them in slip- 
pery places: thou castedst them down 
into destruction. 

19 How are they brought into desola- 
tion, as in a moment! they are utterly 
consumed with terrors. 

20 As a &dream when one awaketh; so, 
O Lord, when thou awakest, thou shalt 
despise their image. 

21 Thus my heart was grieved, and I 
was pricked in my reins. . 

22 So foolish was I, and ignorant: I 
was as a beast *before thee. 

23 Nevertheless I am continually with 
thee: thou hast holden me by my right 
hand. 

24 Thou "shalt guide me with thy 
counsel, and afterward receive me to 
glory. 

25 Whom have I in heaven but thee ? 
and there ts none upon earth that I desire 
besides thee. 

26 My flesh and my heart faileth: but 
God zs the t strength of my heart, and my 
portion? for ever. 

27 For lo, they that are far from thee 
shall perish: thou hast destroyed all 
them that go a whoring from thee. 

28 But it is good for me to draw near to 
God: I have put my trust in the Lord 
Gop, that I may declare all thy works. 








chastisement was. % Heb. labor in mine eyes. f Psa. 37:38. g Isa. 
29:7,8. || Heb. [knew not. * Heb. with. h Psa.48:14. + Heb. 
rock. i Lam.3:24. 





20. Thetr image ; appearance of happiness. 

21. Thus my heart was grieved ; before I un- 
derstood the end of the wicked. The psalmist re- 
views his former feelings with deep repentance. 

23. Holden me; kept him from utter apostasy 
and ruin. 

25. But thee ; none in comparison with God. 

26. Fatleth; decays, and tends to death. 
Strength of my heart; his supporter and com- 
forter. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. Envy is as the rottenness of the bones. He 
who indulges it, whether saint or sinner, will be 
wretched. 

6. The pride of the wicked is increased by their 
prosperity, which may be given them in wrath as 
a punishment for sins, and be the occasion of ripen- 
ing them for ruin. 

10. Great afflictions are no certain sign of pecul- 
iar wickedness; they may be sent in mercy, as 
fatherly chastisements, and be designed to wean 
men from the world, quicken them in duty, and fit 
them for heaven. 

16. The ways of Providence with men often ap- 
pear unaccountable, and the reasons of them will 
not be known in this world. We must keep in 
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Desolation of the sanctuary. PSALM 


PSALM LXXIV. 


1 The prophet complaineth of the desolation of the 
sanctuary. 10 He moveth God to help in considera- 
tion of his power, 18 of his reproachful enemies, of 
his children, and of his covenant. 


{ * Maschil of Asaph. 


GOD, why hast thou cast us off for 
ever? why doth thine anger smoke 
against the sheep of thy pasture ? 

2 Remember thy congregation, which 
thou hast purchased of old; the trod of 
thine inheritance, which thou hast redeem- 
ed; this mount Zion, wherein thou hast 
dwelt. 

3 Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual 
desolations ; even all that the enemy hath 
done wickedly in the sanctuary. 

4 Thine *enemies roar in the midst of 
thy congregations; they set up their en- 
signs for signs. 

5 A man was famous according as he 
had lifted up axes upon the thick trees. 

6 But now they break down the carved 
work thereof at once with axes and ham- 
mers. 

7 They have ‘east fire into thy sanc- 
tuary, they have defiled by casting down 
the dwelling-place of thy name to the 
eround. 

8 They said in their hearts, Let us $ de- 
stroy them together: they have burned up 
all the synagogues of God in the land. 

9 We see not our signs: there is no 
more any prophet: neither zs there among 
us any that knoweth how long. 

10 O God, how long shall the adversary 
reproach? shall the enemy blaspheme 
thy name for ever? 


LXXIV. 


11 Why withdrawest thou thy hand, 
even thy right hand? pluck 7t out of thy 
bosom. 

12 For God is my »King of old, work- 
ing salvation in the midst of the earth. 

13 Thou ‘didst |! divide the sea by thy 
strength: thou ‘brakest the heads of the 
dragons* in the waters. ' 

14 Thou brakest the heads of leviathan 
in pieces, and gavest him to be *meat to 
the people inhabiting the wilderness. 

15 Thou didst f cleave the fountain and 
the flood: thou ¢driedst up tmighty rivers. 

16 The day ts thine, the night also is 
thine: thou hast prepared the light and 
the sun. 

17 Thou hast set all the borders of the 
earth: thou hast made +summer and 
winter. 

18 Remember this, that the enemy hath 
reproached, O Lor», and that the ® foolish 
people have blasphemed thy name. 

19 Oh deliver not the soul of thy ‘tur- 
tledove unto the multitude of the wicked : 
forget not the congregation of thy poor 
for ever. 

20 Have respect unto the J covenant: 
for the dark places of the earth are full 
of the habitations of cruelty. 

21 Oh let not the oppressed return 
ashamed: let the poor and needy praise 
thy name. 

22 Arise, O God, plead thine own cause: 
remember how the foolish man reproach- 
eth thee daily. 

23 Forget not the voice of thine ene- 
mies: the tumult of those that rise up 
against thee §increaseth continually. 


Prayer for help. 





* Or, A Psalm for Asaph to give instruction. } Or, tribe. a Lam. 
2:7, etc. $f Heb. sent thy sanctuary into the fire. Q Heb. break. 
b Psa. 44:4. ¢ Ex. 14:21. || Heb. break. d Isa. 51:9, 10; Ezek. 
29:3. * Or,whales. e Num.14:9, f Ex. 17:5,6; Num. 20:11. 


g Josh. 3:13, etc. ~ Heb. rivers of strength. + Heb.them. b Psa, 
94:7,8 iCant.2:14. j Gen. 17:7, 8; Lev. 26:45; 2Sam. 23:5; 
Psa. 106:45; Jer.33:20,21; Heb.8:10. % Heb. ascendeth; Jo- 
nah 1:2, 





view the end of the righteous and the wicked, and act 
with habitual reference to the closing scenes of life. 

22. To envy the wicked on account of their 
worldly prosperity is foolish and sinful. It is find- 
ing fault with the providence of God, and exposes 
those who indulge it to his wrath. 

23. God holds up his people and keeps them, not- 
withstanding their follies and sins; and in drawing 
near to him in humble repentance and obedient 
faith, they find not only their greatest safety, but 
also their highest joy. 


PSALM LXXIV. 


1. The sheep of thy pasture; Israel, as the 
peculiar people of God, and especially the pious 
among this people. 

2. Mount Zion; the place of Jehovah's pres- 
ence. 

4. Ensigns ; tokens of authority. 

6. Carved work ; with which the place of wor- 
ship was adorned. 

8. Destroy them; the people and their holy 
_places together. 

9. Our signs; tokens of God’s presence which 
we once enjoyed. How long; a tong our 
troubles will continue. 
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11. Withdrawest thou thy hand; delaying to 
deliver them. 

12. Working salvation ; in the deliverance of 
Israel from Egypt and from all their enemies. 

13. Dragons ; monsters of the deep; represent- 
ing the great and powerful opposers of divine truth. 

19. Thy turtledove ; an appellation of endear- 
ment, showing God’s tender regard for his people. 

20. The covenant; that he made with Abra- 
ham and his posterity, especially with reference to 
the coming of the Messiah. The dark places ; 
those not enlightened by divine revelation. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The fatherly corrections which God inflicts on 
his people, and which are indications of his love, 
may sometimes be mistaken by them for expres- 
sions of anger; but in the end they will see that it 
was in kindness to their souls. 

8. Men may be so blinded and hardened by sin 
as to attempt the utter destruction of the Lord’s 
people; but in due time he will arise, plead his own 
cause, and bring destruction upon those who con- 
tinue to oppose it. - 

13. Past deliverances of God’s people encourage 
them to expect his interposition in future, and to 
look to him for the aid which they need. 














| The proud rebuked. 


PSALM 


PSALM LXXV. 


1 The ng be -waytne God. 2 He promiseth to judge 
uprightly. He rebuketh the proud by considera- 
tion of God’s providence. 9 He praiseth God, and 
promiseth to execute justice. 


4] To the chief Musician, *Al-taschith, *A Psalm or 
Song ¢ of Asaph. 
NTO thee, O God, do we give thanks, 
unto thee do we give thanks: for that 
thy name is near thy wondrous works 
declare. 

2 When I shall receive the congrega- 
tion I will judge uprightly. 

3 The earth and all the inhabitants 
thereof are dissolved ; I bear up the pil- 
lars of it. Selah. 

4 I said unto the fools, Deal not foolish- 
ly: and to the wicked, Lift not up the 
horn :¢ 

5 Lift not up your horn on high: speak 
not with a stiff neck. 

6 For promotion cometh neither from the 
east, nor from the west, nor from the 
south.$ 

7 But God ts the judge; he 4putteth 
down one, and setteth up another. 

8 For in the hand of the Lorp there is a 
cup,° and the wine is red; it is full of 
mixture ; and he poureth out of the same: 
but the dregs thereof, all the wicked of 
the earth shall wring them out, and drink 
them. 

9 But I will declare for ever; I will 
sing praises to the God of Jacob. 

10 All ‘the horns of the wicked also 
will I cut off; but the horns of the right- 
eous shall be exalted. 


LXXVI. God’s majesty in the church. 


PSALM LXXxfVI. 


1 A declaration of God’s majesty in the church. 11 An 
exhortation to serve him reverently. 


§] To the chief Musician on N eginoth, A Psalm or 
Song |! of Asaph. 

N €Judah ts ® God known: his name is 

great in Israel. 

2 In iSalem also is his tabernacle, and 
his dwelling-place in Zion. 

3 There ibrake he the arrows of the 
bow, the shield, and the sword, and the 
battle. Selah. 

4 Thou art more glorious and excellent 
than the mountains of prey. 

5 The * stout-hearted are spoiled, they 
have 'slept their sleep: and none of the 
men of might have found their hands. 

6 At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, both 
the chariot and ™horse are cast into a 
dead sleep. 

7 Thou,” even thou, art to be feared: 
and ° who may stand in thy sight when 
once thou art angry ? 

8 Thou Pdidst cause judgment to be 
heard from heaven; the earth feared, and 
was still, 

9 When God arose to judgment, to save 
all the meek of the earth. Selah. 

10 Surely the wrath of 4man_ shall 
praise thee: the "remainder of wrath 
shalt thou restrain. 

11 Vow, and pay unto the Lorp your 
God: let all that be round about him 
bring presents *unto him that ought to 
be feared. 

12 He *shall cut off the spirit of princes : 
he is terrible to the kings of the earth. 





* Or, Destroy not. a Psa. 57, title. + Or, for. £ Or, shall Itake 
@ set time. b 2 Sam. 23:3, 4. ¢ Zech. 1:21. 4 Heb. desert. d 1 Sam. 
2:7,8. e Rev. 14:9,10. f Psa. 101:8 || Or, for. g Psa.48: I, 
etc. h Deut.4:7,8 i Psa. 132:13, j Isa. 37:35,36 k Isa. 





16. The vicissitudes of the seasons are all or- 
dered by God, and he who can make day and night, 
summer and winter, can do all things which the 
good of his people requires. 

20. The covenant which God made with his 

eople, with reference to the Redeemer and the 
lessings of his universal reign, is ordered in all 
things and sure; and not one jot or tittle of it will 
fail till it is all completely accomplished. 


PSALM LXXV. 


1. Thy name is near ; he displayed his perfec- 
tions in the protection of his people. 
4, Lift not up the horn ; indulge not in pride 
or haughtiness. 
romotion ; elevation to office and influence. 
8. A cup—full of mixture; a cu drugged 
with spices to increase its intoxicating effect. This 
is a common scriptural figure to represent the ef- 
fects of God’s Sulements upon the wicked. 
10. Horns ; emblems of power and prosperity. 
INSTRUCTIONS 
1. The works of Jehovah, especially his protec- 


tion of his people and the roeeie he bestows upon 


them, manifest the perfections of his character and 
show forth his glory. 
3. The earth and all things therein are dependent 


upon God, and are entirely under his control. 





46:12. I Jer. 51:39, m Zech, 12:4,  Jer.10:7. 0 Nah. 1:0, 
p Ex.19:10,etc. q Dan. 3:19, 28. rPsa.65:7. * Heb. to fear. 
3 Psa. 2:5, 10. 





6. No one is elevated to office or influence among 
men except such as God appoints. 

10. A great and eternal distinction will be wit- 
nessed between the righteous and the wicked, be- 
tween him that serveth God and him that serveth 


him not. 
PSALM LXXVI. 
1. In Judah ; the land of Israel. 


2. Salem; Jerusalem. 

3. The arrows of the bow ; weapons of war. 

4. Thow; Jehovah. Mountains of prey; the 
warlike heathen nations. 

d. They have slept their sleep; the sleep of 
death ; as was the case with the Assyrians, when a 
hundred and eighty-five thousand were killed in a 
night. Mound their hands ; been able to use them. 

6. A dead sleep; the sleep of death. 

8. The earth feared; on account of the wrath 
of Jehovah, as displayed in the salvation of his 
people and the destruction of their enemies. 

10. Praise thee; be made the occasion of his 
praise. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. God is known only in those lands which are 
enlightened by revelation; all others are veiled in 
darkness and the shadow of death. Hence, those 
who are blessed with the word of God should com- 
municate it to all people. 
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The psalmist’s conflict 


PSALM LXXVII. 


1 The psalmist showeth what fierce combat he had with 
diffidence. 10 The victory which he had by consider- 
ation of God’s great and gracious works. 


{ To the chief Musician, to*Jeduthun, A Psalm * of 
Asaph. 

~ [ CRIED unto God with my voice, even 

-L unto God with my voice; and he gave 

ear unto me. 

2 In the day of my trouble I sought the 
Lord: my tsore ran in the night, and 
ceased not: my soul refused to be com- 
forted. 

3 Iremembered God, and was troubled: 
I complained, and my spirit was over- 
whelmed. Selah. 

4 Thou holdest mine eyes waking: I 
am so troubled that I cannot speak. 

5 1 have “considered the days of old, 
the years of ancient times. 

6 I call to remembrance my ‘song in the 
night: 1®commune with mine own heart: 
and my spirit made £ diligent search. 

7 Will the Lord cast off for ever? and 
will he be favorable no more? ° 

8 Is his mercy clean gone for ever ? doth 
his promise fail # for evermore ? 

9 Hath God ® forgotten to be gracious ? 
hath he in anger shut up his tender mer- 
cies? Selah. 

10 And I said, ?This 7s my infirmity : 
but I will remember the years of the right 
hand of the Most High. 

11 I wiil remember the works of the 
Lorp: surely I will remember thy won- 
ders of old. 

12 [ will meditate also of all thy work, 
and talk of thy doings. 


PSALM LXXVIII. 


13 Thy way, O God, is *in the sane- 
tuary : 'who is so great a God as our God! 

14 Thou art the God that doest won- 
ders: thou hast declared thy strength 
among the people. : 

15 Thou hast with thine arm redeemed 
thy people, the sons of Jacob and Joseph. 
Selah. , 

16 The “waters saw thee, O God, the 
waters saw thee; they were afraid: the 
depths also were troubled. 

17 The clouds poured out water: the 
skies sent out a sound: thine arrows also 
went abroad. 


18 The" voice of thy thunder was in the 


heaven: the lightnings lightened the 
world: the earth trembled and shook. 

19 Thy way zs in the sea, and thy path 
in the great waters, and thy footsteps are 
not known. 

20 Thou °leddest thy people like a flock 
by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 


PSALM LXXVIII. 


1 An exhortation both to learn and to preach the law of 
God. 9 The story of God’s wrath against the incred- 
ulous and disobedient. 67 The Israelites being re- 
jected, God chose Judah, Zion, and David. 


{| P Maschil of Asaph. 
{ IVE dear, O my people, to my law: 
incline your ears to the words of my 
mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth in a' parable: 
I will utter dark sayings of old: 
3 Which we have heard and known, 
and our fathers have told us. 
4 We ‘will not hide them from their 
children, showing to the generation to 





a Psa. 62, title. 
3:17, etc. c¢ Deut. 32:7; Isa. 63:11. d Psa.42:8 e Psa.4:4. 
f Lam. 3:40. g Psa. 74:1; Lam.3:31,32. ${ Heb. to generation 
and generation. » Isa. 49:15. i Psa. 31:22, j Psa. 111:4. k Psa. 





6. Without the sustaining care of Jehovah no 
one can live, and when he ceases to support them 
his enemies sleep the sleep of death. 

10. God will not suffer any more of human wrath 
to exist than he can overrule for the advancement 
of his glory and the good of his people. 

12. Before the power of God, kings and princes 
are as helpless as the feeblest among their subjects. 
At his rebuke they perish with all their hosts. 


PSALM LXXVII. 


2. In the night; his troubles continued while 
others were refreshed with sleep. 

5. The days of old; when God appeared for 
the salvation of his people. 

9. Forgotten to be gracious ; this the psalmist 
_ was tempted to believe. 

10. This is my infirmity ; such thoughts as 
are expressed in the previous verses, as if God had 
ceased to be gracious. The years of the right 
hand of the Most High ; when he wrought won- 
ders for the deliverance of his people. 

13. In the sanctuary ; the place where God 
is worshipped, and where his character and the 
reasons of his dealings are best learned. 

16. The waters saw thee; alluding to his won- 
ders at the Red sea. 
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* Or, for. + Heb. hand. »Psa.143: 4,5; Lam. 
33 





68:24. 1Ex. 15:11, etc. m Hab. 3: 8, etc. 
forth with water. nu 2Sam. 22; 14. 
q Isa. 51:4. r Mat. 13:13, 35. 


% Heb. were poured 
o Isa. 63:11. p Psa. 74, title. 
s Ex. 13:8, 14. 





19. Thy footsteps are not known ; the works 
and ways of God are inscrutable, and surpass finite 
comprehension. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. While men of the world in their troubles look 
to creatures for help, or sink down in discourage- 
ment, the people of God cry unto him, and he in 
due time delivers them. 

5. A consideration of the mercies of God in times 
past is well suited to raise the expectation of his 
help in time to come. 

10. Despair of the mercy of God is highly sinful, 
and a temptation of the devil for the purpose of 
ruining the souls of men. 

13. The house of God is the place where he espe- 
cially manifests himself to his people, and enables 
them so to cast their cares upon him as to find that 
he careth for them. 

16. No obstructions will hinder the salvation of 
God’s people when he appears for their deliverance. 
He can open the way for them through the sea, 
raise up leaders, and guide them safely to his heav- 
enly rest. 2 

PSALM LXXVIII. 

2. Parable; illustrating divine truth. Dark 
sant ; relating to the early history of the Isra. 
elites. 


and trust in God. 





a ee 








The story of God's wrath 


come the praises of the Lorn, and his 
strength, and his wonderful works that 
he hath done. 

5 For he established a testimony in Ja- 
cob, and appointed a *law in Israel, which 
he commanded our fathers, that they should 
make them known to their children. 

6 That the > generation to come might 
know them, even the children which 
should be born; who should arise and 
declare them to their children: © 

7 That they might set their hope in 
God, and not forget the works of God, 
but keep his commandments : 

8 And * might not be as their fathers, a 
stubborn and “rebellious generation ; a gen- 
eration that *set not their heart aright, and 
whose spirit was not steadfast with God. 

9 The children of Ephraim, being 
armed, and t carrying bows, turned ° back 
in the day of battle. 

10 They ‘kept not the covenant of God, 
and refused to walk in his law ; 

11 And &forgat his works, and his won- 
ders that he had showed them. 

12 Marvellous "things did he in the 
sight of their fathers, in the land of Egypt, 
in the field of ‘Zoan. 

13 He idivided the sea, and caused 
them to pass through; and he * made the 
waters to stand as a heap. 

14 In the 'daytime also he led them 
with a cloud, and all the night with a 
light of fire. 

15 He ™clave the rocks in the wilder- 
ness, and gave them drink as out of the 
great depths. 

16 He "brought streams also out of the 
rock, and caused waters to run down like 
rivers. 

17 And they sinned yet more against 
him by ° provoking the Most High in the 
wilderness. 

18 AndP they tempted God in their heart 
by asking meat for their lust. 

19 Yea, they spake against God; they 
said, Can God tfurnish a table in the wil- 
derness ? 

20 Behold, he smote the rock, that the 
waters gushed out, and the streams over- 


PSALM LXXVITII. 


against the disobedient. 


flowed ; can he give bread also? can he 
provide flesh for his people ? 

21 Therefore the Lorpheard this, and was 
wroth :1 so a fire was kindled against Jacob, 
and anger also came up against Israel ; 

22 Because they believed not in God, 
and trusted not in his salvation: 

23 Though he had commanded the 
clouds from above, and opened the * doors 
of heaven, 

24 And had rained down manna upon 
them to eat, and had given them of the 
corn of heaven. 

25 Man$ did eat angels’ food: he sent 
them meat to the full. 

26 He caused an east wind to !! blow in 
the heaven: and by his power he brought 
in the south wind. 

27 He ‘rained flesh also upon them as 
dust, and *feathered fowls like as the 
sand of the sea: 

28 And he let zt fall in the midst of 
their camp, round about their habitations. 

29 So they did eat, and were well filled: 
for the gave them their own desire: 

30 They were not estranged from their 
lust: but while their meat was yet in 
their mouths, 

31 The wrath of God came upon them, 
and slew the fattest of them, and 7 smote 
down the #chosen men of Israel. 

32 For all this they sinned still, and 
believed not for his wondrous works. 

33 Therefore their days did he consume 
in vanity, and their years in trouble. 

34 When "he slew them, then they 
sought him: and they returned and in- 
quired early after God. 

35 And they remembered that God was 
their Yrock, and the high God their re- 
deemer. 

36 Nevertheless they did * flatter him 
with their mouth, and they lied unto him 
with their tongues. 

37 For their heart was not right with 
him, neither were they steadfast in his 
covenant. 

38 But he, being full of compassion, 
forgave* their iniquity, and destroyed 
them not: yea, many a time turned he 





a Deut.6:7; 11:19. » Psa. 102:18. ¢ Ezek.20:18. 4d Ezek. 
2:3-8. * Heb. prepared not their heart ; 2 Chron. 20:33. f Heb. 
throwing forth. e Deut. 1: 41-44. f 2 Kings,17:15. g Psa. 106 :13. 
h Ex. chap. 7-12. i Isa. 19:11-13. j Ex. 14:21. k Ex. 15:8 1Ex. 
13:21. m Ex. 17:6; Num. 20:11; 1Cor. 10:3,4, 0 Psa. 105:41. 
o Deut. 9:22; Heb.3: 16-19. p Ex. 16:2, etc. $ Heb. order. q Num. 


ll:l,etc. rMal. 3:10. % Or, Every one did eat, the bread of the 
mighty ; Psa. 103:20. || Heb. go. sNum.11:18. * Heb. fowl of 
wing. t Psa. 106:15. + Heb. made to bow. t Or, young ; Isa. 
40:30, 31. uIsa.26:16; Hos. 5:15. v Deut. 32:4, 15. w Deut. 
5:28,29. x Num. 14:18, 20. 





5. Make them known; the dealings of God 
with his people. 

8. Set not their heart aright ; did not heartily 
obey God. 

9. Lhe children of Ephraim; who at that 
time were leaders in Israel. 

12. Zoan ; one of the principal cities of Egypt. 
Num. 13: 22. 

13. He divided the sea; at the time of the 
deliverance of Israel from Egypt. 








18. They tempted God; by distrusting his 
power, truth, and love. 

24. Corn of heaven ; manna, which came from 
above. 

27. As the sand; in great abundance. 

34. Slew them; many of them; and visited 
others with sore calamities. 

35. Their rock ; supporter and defence. 

36. They lied; by professing to be what they 
were not. 
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The Israelites rejected. 


his anger away, and *did not stir up all 
his wrath. 

39 For he »remembered that they were 
but flesh; a © wind that passeth away, 
and cometh not again. 

40 How oft did they *provoke “him in the 
wilderness, and grieve him in the desert! 

41 Yea, they turned back and tempted 
God, and *limited the Holy One of Israel. 

42 They remembered not his hand, nor 
the day when he delivered them from 
the f enemy: 

43 How he had # wrought his signs in 
Egypt, and his ‘wonders in the field of 
Zoan: 

44 And had turned their rivers into 
blood ;& and their floods, that they could 
not drink. 

45 He "sent divers sorts of flies among 
them, which devoured them; and frogs, 
which destroyed them. 

46 He ‘gave also their increase unto the 
caterpillar, and their labor unto the 
locust. 

47 He Sdestroyed their vines with jhail, 
and their sycamore-trees with |! frost. 

48 He *gave up their cattle also to the 
hail, and their flocks to t hot thunderbolts. 

49 He cast uponthem the fierceness of his 
anger, wrath, and indignation, and trouble, 
by sending evil angels among them. 

50 He #made a way to his anger; he 
spared not their soul from death, but 
gave their § life over to the pestilence: 

51 And smote all the * first-born in 
Egypt; the chief of their strength in the 
tabernacles of Ham: 

52 But made his own people to go forth 
like sheep, and guided them in the wil- 
derness like a flock. 

53 And the led them on safely, so that 
they feared not: but the sea lover- 
whelmed their enemies. 

54 And he brought them to the border 


PSALM LXXVIII. 


of his sanctuary, even to this mountain, 
which his right hand had purchased. 

55 He cast out the heathen also before 
them, and “divided them an inheritance 
by line, and made the tribes of Israel to 
dwell in their tents. 

56 Yet they tempted and provoked the 
most high God, and kept not his testimo- 
nies: 

57 But turned back, and dealt unfaith- 
fully like their fathers: they were turned 
aside like a deceitful bow. 

58 For® they provoked him to anger 
with their high places, and moved him 
to jealousy with their graven images. 

59 When God heard this, he was wroth, 
and greatly abhorred Israel: : 

60 So that he forsook the tabernacle of 
Shiloh, the tent which he placed among men; 

61 And delivered his strength into cap- 
tivity, and his glory into the enemy’s 
hand. 

62 He °gave his people over also unto 
the sword; and was wroth with his in- 
heritance. 

63 The fire consumed their young men; 
and their maidens were not *given to 
marriage. 

64 Their priests fell by the sword ; and 
their widows made no lamentation. 

65 Then the Lord Pawaked as one out 
of sleep, and like a mighty 4man that 
shouteth by reason of wine. 

66 And "he smote his enemies in the 
hinder parts: he put them to a perpet- 
ual reproach. 

67 Moreover he refused the tabernacle 
of Joseph, and chose not the tribe of 
Ephraim: 

68 But chose the tribe of ‘Judah, the 
mount * Zion which he loved. 

69 And he built his sanctuary like high 
palaces, like the earth which he hath f es- 
tablished for ever. 





aIsa.48:9. b Psa.103:14. ¢ James4:14. * Or, rebel against. 
d Psa. 95: 8-10, e ver. 19,20. f Or, affliction. 4 Heb. set. f ver. 
12. g Ex. 7:20. hEx, 8:6, 24. i Ex. 10:13. 4 Heb. killed. j Ex, 
9: 23-25, || Or, great hailstones. * Heb, shutup. fF Or, lightnings. 





39. But flesh ; weak, frail, dying men. 

41. Limited the Holy One ; by ascribing bounds 
to his power. 

43. The field of Zoan; the region about the 
city. Ver. 12. 

44. Turned their rivers into blood ; previous 
to the departure of Israel out of Egypt. 

51. The tabernacles of Ham; the dwelling- 
places of his descendants. 

D4. The border of his sanctuary ; the boundary 
of the holy land. 

O17. Like a deceitful bow ; not accomplishing 
the end for which they were made. . 

60. Shiloh ; a place in the tribe of Ephraim in 
which had been kept the ark of God, the symbol of 
his presence. 

61. His strength—his glory ; the ark, which 
was the emblem of these, and which was taken 
captive by the Philistines. 1 Sam. 4:11. 
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t Heb. weighed a path. % Or, beasts to the murrian; Ex, 9: 3-6. 
k Ex.12:29, 1 Ex. chap. 14,15. || Heb. covered, m Josh. 19:51. 
n Judg. 2:12,20, 01 Sam. 4:10, 11. * Heb. praised. p Psa. 7:6. q Isa. 
42:13. r1Sam.5:6,12. s Gen. 49:10. t Psa. 87:2. + Heb. founded, 





63. Not given to marriage; not praised, as 
was customary at weddings. 

65. The Lord awaked ; arose for the deliver- 
ance of his people. 

67. Refused the tabernacle of Joseph ; refused 
to have his descendants, the tribe of Ephraim, longer 
govern the people. 


68. Chose the tribe of Judah; to have the pre- 


eminence, as furnishing the royal family. The 
mount Zion; as the site of the tabernacle, and 
afterwards, of the temple. Moriah was reckoned 
as a part of Zion. 

69. His sanctuary ; the temple, or place of 
public worship. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. Many of the instructions and truths of the 
Bible are dark sayings to those who reject them, 
while they are plain and highly useful to those who 
believe and obey them. 


Judah and Zion chosen. — 
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Desolation of Jerusalem. PSALM 


70 He chose * David also his servant, 
and took him from the sheepfolds: 

71 From *following the ewes great with 
young he brought him to feed Jacob his 
people, and Israel his inheritance. 

72 So he fed them according to the ‘in- 
tegrity of his heart; and guided them by 
the skilfulness of his hands. 

PSALM LXXIX. 
1 The psalmist complaineth of the desolation of Jeru- 


salem. 8 He prayeth for deliverance, 13 and prom- 
iseth thankfulness. 


J A Psalm tof Asaph. 
GOD, the ‘heathen are come into 
thine inheritance: *thy holy temple 
have they defiled; ‘they have laid Jeru- 
salem on heaps. 

2 The dead bodies of thy servants have 
they given to be meat unto the fowls of 
the heaven, the flesh of thy saints unto 
the beasts of the earth. 

3 Their blood have they shed like water 
round about Jerusalem; and there was 
none® to bury them. ‘ 

4 We are become a "reproach to our 


neighbors, a scorn and derision to them) 


that are round about us. 
5 How long, Lorn? wilt thou be angry 


forever? shall thy ‘jealousy burn like fire ? | 
6 Pour/out thy wrath upon the heathen | 


that have not known thee, and upon the 
kingdoms that have not called upon thy 
name. 





LXXX. 


7 For they have devoured Jacob, and 
laid waste his dwelling-place. 

8 Oh *remember not against us # former 
iniquities : letthy tender mercies speedily 
prevent us; for we are brought very ' low. 

9 Help us, O God of our salvation, for the 
glory of thy name: and deliver us, and 
purge away our sins, for thy name’s sake. 

10 Wherefore should the heathen say, 
Where is their God? let him be known 
among the heathen in our sight by the 
revenging$ of the blood of thy servants 
which is shed. 

11 Let ™ the sighing of the prisoner come 
before thee; according to the greatness 
of thy power * preserve thou those that 
are appointed to die; 

12 And render unto our neighbors sev- 
enfold into their bosom their "reproach, 
wherewith they have reproached thee, O 
Lord. 

13 So we thy people and sheep of thy 
pasture will give thee thanks for ever: 
we will °show forth thy praise to tall 


Prayer for deliverance. 





generations. 


PSALM LXXx. 


| 1 The psalmist in his prayer complaineth of the mis- 


S God’s former favors are turned 
14 He prayeth for deliverance. 


eries of the church. 
into judgments. 


§] To the chief Musician upon ? Shoshannim-Eduth, 
A Psalm # of Asaph. 


Gases ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou 
that dleadest Joseph like a flock; 





a2Sam. 7:8. * Heb. after, b Isa. 40:11. ¢ 1 Kings, 9:4. ¢ Or, 
for. dLam.1:10, ¢ Psa. 74:2-7. £2 Kings, 25:9, 10; Mic. 3: 12. 
« Jer. 16:4; 34:20. h Deut. 28:37. iZeph. 1:18. j Jer.10:25; 
Rey. 16:1. k Psa. 130:3; Isa. 64:9. }$ Or, the iniquities of them 

4. A knowledge of the past dealings of God 
should be communicated by parents to their chil- 
dren, as a means of leading them to adore him, and 
preparing them to transmit the knowledge of his 
perfections to those who come after them. 

8. Men must keep their hearts with all diligence, 
if they would have their lives directed according to 
\his  eereet 

12. No displays of the mercies or judgments of 
(Fod will lead men to love and obey him; but what- 
ever may be the manifestations of himself, without 
his grace, they will continue to rebel against him. 

21. Unbelief of divine testimony is a great sin, 
and God is angry with those who indulge it. They 
treat him as if he were a liar, and cut themselves 
off from the blessings of his salvation. 

27. Blessings greatly desired may be given in 
judgment, and be the occasion of ruin to those who 
receive them. 

33. Continuance in sin causes continuance of 
trouble, and though great afilictions may produce 
external reformation, yet if the heart be not turned 
to God, the outward profession of love to him will 


be hypocrisy. 

38. God arian his compassion by waiting long 
even upon flagrant transgressors, and often by re- 
moving from them temporal calamities and con- 
tinuing to bless them, notwithstanding their sins, 
in proof that he desires not their death, but that 
they should turn and live. 

God will make a way for his chosen people, 
and grant them deliverance; but his enemies, how- 
ever numerous and powerful, will be destroyed. 





that were before us. | Deut. 28 : 43. @ Heb. vengeance. m Psa. 102: 20. 
|| Heb, thine arm. * Heb. reserve the children of death. n Psa. 
74:18. 0 Isa. 43:21. | Heb. generation and generation. p Psa. 69, 
titles FOr yor, 0 PBR 23.5125 120s 


60. The withdrawal of God’s presence from a 
people on account of their sins, is a forerunner of 
dreadful calamities, and often of approaching ruin. 

66. God may permit the wicked to triumph for a 
time, as a punishment of his people; but their triumph 
will be short, and their punishment without end. 

68. Civil power is the gift of God. He takes it 
from one and gives it to another, as seemeth good in 
his sight ; and holds all who receive it accountable to 


him for its use. 
PSALM LXXIX. 

1. The heathen are come; this was the case 
especially at the Babylonish captivity. 

7. Devoured Jacob; overcome the Israelites 
and slain them, or carried them away captive. 

9. Purge away our sins; forgive them for 
Christ’s sake. 

10. Revenging of the blood of thy servants ; 
punishing those who slew them. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. For the sins of God’s people, they are often 
brought into trouble; and they cannot obtain deliy- 
erance till, by repentance and reformation, they for- 
sake their iniquities and turn to him. 

8. The only hope of sinners is in the mercy of God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, and to him they should 
look for pardon, salvation, and all needed good. 

12. While the Lord delivers his servants, he brings 
deserved punishment upon his enemies. To the one 
he is a kind and merciful shepherd, and to the other 
a consuming fire. 


PSALM LXXxX. 








1. Joseph ; the Israelites. 
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PSALM 


thou that dwellest between the cherubim, 
shine ® forth. 

2 Before *Ephraim and Benjamin and 
Manasseh stir up thy strength, and come 
and* save us. 

3 Turn cus again, O God, and cause thy 
face? to shine; and we shall be saved. 

4 OLorp God of hosts, how long wilt thou 
bet angry against the prayer of thy people ? 

5 Thou feedest them with the * bread of 
tears; and givest them tears to drink in 
great measure. 

6 Thou ‘makest us a strife unto our 
neighbors: and our enemies laugh among 
themselves. 

7 Turn us again, O God of hosts, and 
cause thy face to shine; and we shall be 
saved, ; 

8 Thou hast brought a &vine out of 
Egypt: thou hast cast out the heathen, 
and planted it. 

9 Thou preparedst room before it, and 
didst cause it to take deep root, and it 
filled the land. 

10 The hills were covered with the 
shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were 
like the + goodly cedars. 

11 She sent out her boughs unto the 
sea, and her branches unto the river. 

12 Why hast thou then broken down her 
hedges, so that all they which pass by 
the way do pluck her? 

13 The boar out of the wood doth waste 
it, and the wild beast of the field doth 
devour it. 

14 Return, we beseech thee, O God of 
hosts: look ‘down from heaven, and be- 
hold, and visit this vine; 

15 And the vineyard which thy right 
hand hath planted, and the / branch that 
thou madest strong for thyself. 

16 Jt 7s burned with fire, zt 7s cut down : 


Miseries of the church. 


LXXXI. 


they * perish at the rebuke of thy counte- 
nance. 

17 Let thy 'hand be upon the man of 
thy right hand, upon the son of man 
whom thou madest strong for thyself. 

18 So will not we go back from thee: 
quicken™ us, and we will call upon thy 
name. 

19 Turn us again, O Lorn God of hosts, 
cause thy face to shine; and we shall be 
saved. 


Echortation to praise God. 


PSALM LXXXI. 


1 An exhortation to a solemn praising of God. 4 God 
challengeth that duty by reason of his benefits. 8 God, 
exhorting to obedience, complaineth of their disobe- 
dience, which proveth their own hurt. 


{ To the chief Musician upon » Gittith, A Psalm 
§ of Asaph. 
ING aloud unto God our strength: 
make a joyful noise unto the God of 
Jacob. 
2 Take a psalm, and bring hither the tim- 
brel, the pleasant harp with the psaltery. 
3 Blow up the trumpet in the new 
moon, in the time appointed, on our sol- 
emn feast day. 
4 For °this was a statute for Israel, and 
a law of the God of Jacob. 


5 This he ordained in Joseph for a tes-. 


timony, when he went out | through the 
land of Egypt: where I heard a? language 
that I understood not. 

6 I removed his shoulder from the bur- 
den: his hands * were delivered from the 
pots.4 

7 Thou calledst in trouble, and I deliv- 
ered thee; I answered thee in the secret 
place of thunder: I * proved thee at the 
waters of tMeribah. Selah. 

8 Hear, O my people, and I will testify 
unto thee: O Israel, if thou wilt hearken 
unto me ; 





a Deut. 33:2. b Num. 2:18-24. * Heb. for salvation to us. 
c ver. 7,19; Lam, 5:21. d Num, 6:25. } Heb. smoke; Psa.74:1. 
e Psa, 42:3; Isa. 30:20. f Psa, 79:4. g Isa. 5:1-7; Jer. 2:21. 
i Heb. cedars of God, bh Nah. 2:2. iIsa, 63:15. j Isa, 11:1, ete. ; 


Zech. 3:8, k Psa. 76:7. lIsa. 53:5. m Eph.2:1,5, mn Psa. 8, 
title. % Or, for. o Lev. 23: 24,26. || Or, against. p Psa.114:1 
* Heb, passed away. 4 Ex.1:14. r Ex.17:2-7. } Or, strife. 





2. Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Ma- 
nasseh,; during the sojourn of the Israelites in the 
wilderness of Arabia, these three tribes encamped 
together on the west side of the tabernacle, Num. 
2: 18-22; and in the order of march, they followed 
the Kohathites who bore the ark of the covenant, 
the symbol of God’s presence, Num. 10:21, 22; 
thus having “the ark of the covenant of the Lord of 
hosts, which dwelleth between the cherubim,” im- 
mediately before them. Ex. 25: 20,22; 2Sam. 6: 2. 

5. Bread of tears; deep afflictions, causing 
many to weep. 

_ 8. Avine; the church, as embodied in the nation 
of Israel. 

11. The sea; the Mediterranean. The river ; 
[iuphrates. 

13. The boar—and the wild beast ; representing 
the heathen by whom the Israelites were overcome. 

17. Son of man; the Messiah. 


: INSTRUCTIONS. \ 
3. The light of God’s countenance is the greates 
720 





blessing that any can enjoy, and is most earnestly 
desired and sought by his obedient people. 

8. For all her prosperity the church 1s dependent 
on the grace of God, while her sins are the cause of 
all her sorrows. 

15. Help for the guilty is laid upon One who is 
mighty to save, who came to take away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself, and who ever lives to make in- 
tercession for all who come unto God through him. 

PSALM LXXXI. 

5. This; the solemn feast spoken of above, the 
feast of the passover. Jn Joseph ; among the Is- 
raelites. Testimony; a perpetual witness of the 
deliverance of Israel. A language that I wnder- 
stood not; the language of a foreign people, the 
Egyptians. 

6. The burden—the pots; the hard service in 
brick and mortar. 

7. The secret place of thunder; the cloud 
which encompasses God’s throne, whence proceed 
thunderings and lightnings. 
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The judges reproved. PSALM LXXXIII. 


9 There shall no strange god be in thee; 

neither shalt thou worship any strange 
od. 

’ 10 I *am the Lorp thy God, which 

brought thee out of the land of Egypt: 

open” thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. 

11 But *my people would not hearken 
to my voice; and Israel would none of me. 

12 So ¢I gave them up *unto their own 
hearts’ lust: and they walked in their own 
counsels. 

13 Oh®that my people had hearkened un- 
to me, and Israel had walked in my ways ! 

14 I should soon have subdued their 
enemies, and turned my hand against 
their adversaries. 

15 The haters of the Lorp should have 
submittedt themselves unto him: but 
their time should have endured for ever. 

16 He should have fed them also with 
the ¢ finest of the wheat: and with fhoney 
out of the rock should I have satisfied thee. 


PSALM LXXXII. 


1 The psalmist, having exhorted the judges, 5 and re- 
proved their negligence, 8 prayeth God to judge. 


q A Psalm ¢ of Asaph. 
{ OD standeth in the congregation of the 
mighty; he& judgeth among the gods. 
» How long will ye judge unjustly, and 
accept the persons of the wicked? Selah. 
3 Defend! the poor and fatherless: do 
justice" to the afflicted and needy. 
4 Deliver the poor and needy: rid them 
out of the hand of the wicked. 


A complaint to God. 


5 They know not, neither will they un- 
derstand; they walk on in'darkness: all 
the J foundations of the earth are *out of 
course. 

6 I have said, Ye are * gods; and all of 
you are children of the Most High. 

7 But ye shall die like men, and fall 
like one of the princes. 

8 Arise, O God, judge the earth: for- 
thou 'shalt inherit all nations. 


PSA Geko LT 


1 A complaint to God of the enemies’ conspiracies. 
9 A prayer against them that oppress the church. 


q A Song or Psalm tof Asaph. 
EEP not thou silence, O God: hold not 
thy peace, and be not still, O God. 

2 For lo, thine enemies make a ™tu- 
mult: and they that hate thee have lifted 
up the head. 

3 They have taken crafty counsel 
against thy people, and consulted against 
thy "hidden ones. 

4 They have said, ° Come, and let us cut 
them off from being a nation; that the name 
of Israel may be no more in remembrance. 

5 For they have Peconsulted together 
with one #consent: they are confederate 
against thee : 

6 The4tabernacles of Edom, andthe Ish- 
maelites; of Moab, and the Hagarenes; 

7 Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; the 
Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre: 

8 Assur also is joined with them: they 
have ‘holpen the children of Lot. Selah. 





a Ex. 20:2. b John15:7. ¢ Deut. 32:15, 18. d Acts 7:42. * Or, 
to the hardness of their own hearts, or imaginations. e Isa. 48:18; 
Deut. 32:29. + Heb.lied, or yielded feigned obedience ; Psa. 66:3. 
Heb. fat. f Deut. 32:13. 3 Or, for. g2Chron. 19:6, 7. || Heb. 


Judge. bJer, 22:3. iJohn12: 35. j Psa. 75:3; 2 Tim. 2:19. * Heb. 
moved. k John 10:34, 35. 1 Rev. 11:15. ¢ Or, for. m Isa. 37: 29. 
n Psa. 31:20. 0 Esth. 3:6,9. p Psa. 2:2. $ Heb. heart. q 2 Chron. 
20:10. % Heb. been an arm to. 





10. Open thy mouth ; enlarge thy desires. I 
will fill it ; give abundance of blessings. 

15. Their time; the time of his people’s pros- 

rity. 

16. Fed them—with the finest of the wheat ; 
given them the richest blessings. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The praise of God forms an important part of 
the business of his people, and while it honors him, 
it enlivens, invigorates, and sanctifies their own souls. 

7. God is ever ready to hear and answer those who 
in sincerity and truth call upon him, and to grant 
them the blessings which they need. Let them heark- 
en unto him, and they shall not want any good thing. 

12. The reason why any are ever left of God to 
hardness of heart and blindness of mind, to follow 
their own inclination to their ruin, is, they choose 
not to walk in his ways. 

13. God sincerely and earnestly desires the sal- 
vation of men, and is greatly dishonored and grieved 
when they refuse to obey him, and thus cut them- 
selves off from his blessing, when by obedience they 
might through grace secure all needed good for this 
life and the life to come. 

PSALM LXXXII. 

1. The gods ; rulers; called gods on account of 
their having received from God authority to act as 
his representatives and in his behalf. Ex. 22: 28, 

2. Accept the persons; be guilty of partiality 





and injustice. 





5. Walk on in darkness ; continue to pervert 
justice in their administration. Out of course; soci- 
ety is disorganized by their ignorance and iniquity. 

6. Gods; resembling God in their condition. Ver.1. 

7. Like men; like other men, they must die 
and give an account of their stewardship. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Although rulers are elevated to a resemblance 
in authority and power to the Most High, yet they 
are dependent upon God for their influence, and to 
him must render an account for the manner in 
which they employ it. 

4. One great object of civil government is to de- 
fend the poor, weak, and defenceless against the 
encroachments of the rich and the strong, and to 
award equal justice to all. 

7. It becomes rulers as well as ruled to keep in 
view their sins, and act with an habitual reference to 
the time when all will stand ona level before God, 
and receive a retribution according to their works. 

PSALM LXXXIII. 

3. Thy hidden ones; thy people, whom thou 
hidest in thy pavilion from the assaults of their 
enemies. Psa. 27:5; 31:20. 

6. Hagarenes ; a people driven from their own 
lands by the tribe of Simeon, in the days of Saul. 

7. Gebal; supposed to have been a part of 
Idumea. 

8. Assur; Assyria. Children of Lot ; Moab 
and Ammon. 
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The blessedness | PSALM 


9 Do unto them as unto the * Midian- 
ites; as to >Sisera, as to Jabin, at the 
brook of Kishon: 

10 Which perished at En-dor: they be- 
came as dung for the earth. 

11 Make their nobles like *Oreb, and 
like Zeeb: yea, all their princes as 4 Ze- 
bah, and as Zalmunna: 

12 Who said, Let us take to ourselves 
the houses of God in possession. 

13 O my God, make them like a wheel; 
as © the stubble before the wind. 

14 As the fire burneth a wood, and as 
the flame setteth the mountains on fire; 

15 So persecute them with thy tempest, 
and make them afraid with thy storm. 

16 Fill their faces with shame; that 
they may seek thy name, O Lorp. 

17 Let them be confounded and troub- 
led for ever; yea, let them be put to 
shame, and perish: 

18 That men may know that thou, whose 
name‘ alone is JEHOVAH, art the Most 
High over all the earth. 


PSALM LXXXIV. 


1 The prophet, longing for the communion of the sanc- 
tuary, 4 showeth how blessed they are that dwell 
therein. 8 He prayeth to be restored unto it. 


{ To the chief Musician upon §Gittith, A Psalm 
*for the sons of Korah. 
TOW amiable are thy tabernacles, O 
Lorp of hosts! 
2 My "soul longeth, yea, even fainteth 
a Num. 31; 1-12. b Judg. 4; 15-24. e Judg. 7:25. a Judg. 8, 12, 21. 


e Isa, 17:13, 14; Mat. 3:12. f Isa. 42:8. g Psa. 8, title. * Or, of. 
h Psa. 27:4. i Psa. 65:4. } Or, mulverry-trees make him a well ; 





LXXXIV. 


for the courts of the Lorn: my heart and 
my flesh crieth out for the living God. 

3 Yea, the sparrow hath found a house, 
and the swallow a nest for herself, where 
she may lay her young, even thine al- 
tars, O Lorn of hosts, my King, and my 
God. 

4 Blessed ‘are they that dwell in thy 
house: they will be still praising thee. 
Selah. 

5 Blessed zs the man whose strength is 
in thee; in whose heart are the ways of 
them. 

6 Who passing through the valley of 
Bacat make it a well; the rain also ? fill- 
eth the pools. 

7 They jgo from $ strength to strength, 
every* one of them in Zion appeareth be- 
fore God. 

8 O Lorp God of hosts, hear my prayer: 
give ear, O God of Jacob. Selah. 

9 Behold, O God our 'shield, and look 
upon the face of thine anointed. 

10 For a day in thy courts is better 
than a thousand. II had rather be a 
door-keeper in the house of my God, than 
to dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

11 For the Lorp God zs a ™sun and 
shield: the Lorp will give grace and 
glory: no "good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk uprightly. 

12 O Lorp of hosts, blessed zs the man 
that trusteth in thee. 
2Sam. 5:23. $ Heb. covereth. j Job 17:9; Prov.4:18. 3 Or. 


company to company. k John 10:28. 1Gen.15:1. || Heb. Iwould 
choose rather to sit at the threshold. M1sa. 60:19. mu Phil. 4:19. 


of God’s sanctuary. 








9. Midianites—Sisera—Jabin ; Judges, chap. 
4, 5, 7. 

10. Endor; near to mount Tabor, in the north 
part of Canaan. 

13. Like a wheel; whirling like stubble or 
chaff before the wind. 

14. The mountains ; their productions. 

16. With shame; that is, dishonor, that by this 
chastisement they may be brought to seek thy 
name. But some, in view of the following words, 
supply in the last clause of this verse the word 
“men,” as is done in the eighteenth verse, and ren- 
der thus: “Fill their faces with shame; that men 
may seek thy name, O Lord.” 

18. Most High ; the sovereign Ruler. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. The wicked have often sought the destruction 
of the righteous, but their plans have been defeated, 
and the ruin which they thought to bring upon 
others came upon themselves. 

10. However numerous or formidable the enemies 
of the church, or however extensive the combina- 
tions formed against her, in answer to her prayers 
they will be overcome, scattered, and destroyed. 

16. The Lord will be known by the judgments 
which he executes, and the destruction of the wicked 
will be an eternal monument of his truth, his jus- 
tice, and his power. 


PSALM LXXXIV. 


1. Amiable; lovely. Thy tabernacles; the 
place where Jehovah was worshipped. 
5. In whose heart are the ways ; whose hearts 
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are set on the ways that lead to the house, worship, 
and service of God. : 

6. The valley of Baca ; a barren, desolate valley ; 
put here as the emblem of suffering and want. Make 
at a well; turn it into a fountain of water. The 
meaning is, that God’s accompanying blessing opens 
a fountain for their refreshment, as was done for Israel 
of old, in the wilderness. Compare Isa. 43: 19, 20. 

7. From strength to strength ; from one stage 
to another with increasing energy and vigor, through 
the refreshment they obtain. 

9. Our shield—thine anointed; Christ, or 
David as the representative and type of Christ. 

10. Better ; more desirable and precious. 

11. Sun and shield ; protector, benefactor, and 
source of all good. Grace and glory; one as a 
preparation for the other. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 


1. The worship and service of God are inexpres-. 


sibly dear to his people. His ordinances are as food 
to their souls; and when deprived of them they be- 
come enfeebled and faint for want of spiritual food. 

5. Men must depend upon God and draw their 
support and strength from him, in order success- 
fully to walk in his ways, or find that consolation 
which his service is suited to afford. 

6. When God requires any service of his people, 
he will give them the strength and the means nec- 
essary for its performance. ‘ 

10. In the spiritual worship of God is greater, 
enjoyment to the spiritually minded, than in all the 
pleasures of sin. It is the fruit of divine grace, and 
a sure preparation for endless glory. 
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The psalmist’s prayer 


PSALM LXXXV. 


1 The psalmist, out of the experience of former mer- 
vies, prayeth for the continuance thereof. 8 He prom- 
iseth to wait thereon, out of confidence of God’s good- 
ness. 
J To the chief Musician, A Psalm * for the sons 
of Korah. 
* ORD, thou hast been t favorable unto 
thy land: thou hast brought back 
‘ the captivity of Jacob. 

2 Thou hast *forgiven the iniquity of 
thy people; thou hast covered all their 
sin. Selah. 

3 Thou hast taken away all thy wrath: 
thou hast turned thyself from the fierce- 
ness of thine anger. 

4 Turn us, O God of our salvation, and 
cause thine anger toward us to cease. 

5 Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? 
wilt thou draw out thine anger to all 
generations ? 

6 Wilt thou not revive us again: that 
thy people may rejoice in thee? 

7 Show us thy merey, O Lorp, and 
grant us thy salvation. 

8 I will hear what God the Lorp will 
speak: for he will speak peace unto his 
people, and to his saints: but °let them 
not turn again to folly. 

9 Surely his salvation zs nigh them that 
fear him; that glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth are met together ; 
righteousness* and peace have kissed each 
other. 

11 Truth shall spring out of the earth; 
and righteousness shall look down from 
heaven. 


PSALM LXXXVI. 


and confidence in God. 


12 Yea, the Lorn shall give that which is 
good ;4 and our land shall yield her increase. 
13 Righteousness® shall go before him; 
and shall set us in the way of his steps. 


PSALM LXXXVI. 


1 David strengtheneth his: prayer by the conscience of 
his religion, 5 by the goodness and power of God. 
11 He desireth the continuance of former grace. 
14 Complaining of the proud, he craveth some token 
of God’s goodness. ’ 


q A Prayer tof David. 
OW down thine ear, O Lorn, hear 
-lVJ me: for I am poor and needy. 

2 Preserve my soul; for I am ll holy: 
O thou my God, save thy servant that 
trusteth& in thee. 

3 Be merciful unto me, O Lord: for I 
ery unto thee *daily. 

4 Rejoice the soul of thy servant: for 
unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

5 For "thou, Lord, art good, and ready 
to forgive; and plenteous in merey unto 
all them that call upon thee. 

6 Give ear, O Lorp, unto my prayer; 
and attend to the voice of my supplica- 
tions. 

7 In the day of my trouble I ‘ will call 
upon thee: for thou wilt answer me. 

8 Among the gods there ts Jnone like 
unto thee, O Lord; ‘neither are there any 
works like unto thy works. 

9 All 'nations whom thou hast made 
shall come and worship before thee, O 
Lord; and shall glorify thy name. 

10 For thou art great, and doest won- 
drous things: "thou art God alone. 

11 Teach "me thy way, O Lorp; I will 








* Or, of ; Psa. 42, title. + Or, well pleased with; Psa, 77:7. | g Isa. 26:3. * Or, all the day. hJoel2:13. i Psa. 50:15. j Isa. 
a Col 2:13. $ Or, thine anger from waxing hot; Deut. 13:17. | 40:18, 25. k Deut. 3:24. 1 Rev. 15:4. m Deut. 32:39; 1 Cor. 
b Psa. 130:4. ¢Isa.32:17. d Psa. 84:11. e Psa. 89:14. f Psa.| 8:4. m Psa. 119: 33. 
119:35. % Or, being a Psalm of. || Or, one whom thou favorest. 
PSALM LXXXV. INSTRUCTIONS. 


In this psalm God’s people recount his former 
mercies, and urge these as an argument why he 
should deliver them from their present distresses. 

1. Brought back the captivity ; by relieving 
the people from their distresses. | 

2. Covered ; forgiven through Christ. 

4. Turn us; restore us to our former prosperity. 
In the mind of a pious Israelite, such restoration al- 
ways included the idea of repentance and reformation. 

6. Revive us again; by thy life-giving pres- 
ence and favor. The reviving for which the psalm- 
ist prays, includes both the spiritual and the tem- 
poral prosperity of Israel, which were inseparably 
connected with each other. 

8. To folly; especially to idolatry and its vices. 

9. nk them ; granted to them. 

10. Mercy and truth are met together; they 
harmonize in the dealings of God, especially in his 
method of forgiving sin and saving sinners through 
the Redeemer. 

11. Spring out of the earth ; like an abundant 
harvest. Righteousness shall look down from 
heaven; asa friend and helper. The reference is to 
God's truth and righteousness, as manifested in the 
fulfilment of his engagements to his covenant people. 

13. The way of his steps; lead us to imitate 
his example. 





2. All needed blessings are through grace con- 
nected with the forgiveness of sin, without which 
nothing will avail to salvation. 

6. God is the source of all prosperity, national 
and individual, spiritual and temporal. Men are 
dependent upon him for “every good and perfect 
gift” especially for the beginning and increase of 
true religion and the salvation connected with it. 

8. God will not spare the sins of his covenant 
people. If they would receive a gracious answer 
to their prayers, they must repent of their folly, and 
return to it no more. 

10. All the attributes of God harmonize in his 
dealings with men, especially in the way in which 
he delivers them from hell and prepares them for 
heaven. 

PSALM LXXXVI. 

1. Poor and needy ; this, in a spiritual sense, 
is the case with all men. 

2. Holy ; one consecrated to God. 

3. Davly ; literally, all the day. 

8. Gods; such as were worshipped among the 
heathen. 

9. All nations—shall come and worship before 
thee-; in the days of millennial glory. 

11. Unite my heart ; bring my affections and 
all my powers into sweet accordance with thy will. 
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The glory of the church. 


walk in thy truth: *unite my heart to 
fear thy name. 

12 I will praise thee, O Lord my God, 
with all my heart: and I will glorify thy 
name for evermore. 

13 For ‘great 7s thy mercy toward me: 
and thou hast ‘delivered my soul from 
the lowest * hell. 

14 O God, the proud are risen against 
me, and the assemblies of tviolent men 
have sought after my soul; and have not 
set *thee before them. 

15 But ‘thou, O Lord, art a God full of 
compassion, and gracious, long-suffering, 
and plenteous in mercy and truth. 

16 Oturn unto me, and have mercy upon 
me; give thy strength unto thy servant, 
and save the son of thy handmaid. 

17 Show me a itoken for good; that 
they which hate me may see it, and be 
ashamed: because thou, Lorp, hast holp- 
en me, and comforted me. 


PSALM LXXXVII. 


1 Thenature and glory of the church. 4 The increase, 
honor, and comfort of the members thereof. 


4 A Psalm or Song for the sons of Korah. 
‘TIS foundation zs in the Jholy moun- 
tains. . ; 
2 The *Lorp loveth the gates of Zion 
more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
3 Glorious ‘things are spoken of thee, 
O city of God. Selah. 


PSALM LXXXVIII. 


A complaint in distress. 


4 ] will make mention of ™Rahab and 
Babylon to them that know me: behold 
Philistia," and Tyre, with ° Ethiopia; this 
man was born there. 

5 And of Zion it shall be said, P This 
and that man was born in her: and the 
Highest himself shall establish her. 

6 The Lorp shall count, when he 4 writ- 
eth up the people, that this man was born 
there. Selah. 

7 As well the singers as the players on 
instruments’ shall be there: allmy ‘springs 
are in thee. 


PSALM LXXXVIIT 
A prayer containing a grievous complaint. 
gq A Song or Psalm @ for the sons of Korah, to the 
chief Musician upon Mahalath Leannoth, !! Mas- 
chil of Heman t the Ezrahite. 
LORD God of my salvation, "I have 
cried day and night before thee: 

2 Let my prayer come before thee: in- 
cline thine ear unto my ery; 

3 For my soul is full of troubles: and 
my life draweth nigh unto the grave. 

4 J] am counted with them that go down 
into the pit: I am as a man that hath no 
strength : 

5 Free among the dead, like the slain 
that le in the grave, whom thou remem- 
berest no more: and they are cut off 
from* thy hand. 

6 Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, 
in darkness, in the deeps. 





a John 17: 20, 21; 1 Cor. 6:17. b Psa. 145:1,2. ¢ Psa. 103: 11. 
a1 Thes.1:10. * Or, grave. + Heb. terrible. ¢ Psa. 10:4. f Neh. 
9:17. g Psa. 85:10. hIsa. 45:24. 12Cor.6:5. ¢ Or, of. j Psa. 
48:1. k Psa. 78:67, 68. 1 Isa. 54:2, etc.; Rev. 21:2, etc. m Isa. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. Consciousness of devotion to God gives great 
encouragement to pray and to trust in him, with 
the expectation of receiving all needed good. 

7. Prayer is the unfailing resource of God’s peo- 
ple in time of trouble, and the sure means of help. 

9. However small the number of those who now 
worship God in spirit and in truth, the time is 
coming when the whole family of man shall unite 
in this blessed employment. 

13. Deliverance from hell and preparation for 
heaven is a blessing which God in his rich mercy 
and grace grants to his people, and for which they 
are bound, and will be disposed, to adore and praise 
him for ever. 





PSALM LXXXVII. 


1. His foundation; God’s foundation, that is, 
the temple which he has founded. 

2. Zion; Jerusalem. : 

4, Iwill make mention of Rahab and Baby- 
lon; I will name them as nations that have been 
converted to God, and thus become spiritually the 
children of Zion. Rahab; a name for Egypt. 
This man; referring to the various nations just 
enumerated. 

5. Was born in her; has become spiritually her 
offspring. The reference is still to the conversion 
of the nations to Zion. i 

6. When he writeth up the people; when he 
enrolls the nations. 

7. Springs; sources of salvation in the widest 
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5) :9. n Isa. 19: 23-25. o Psa.68:31; Acts8:27. p Isa. 60: 1-9. 
q Ezek. 13:9. r1Chron.23:5. 8 James 1:17. Or, of. |f Or, 
A Psalm of Heman the Ezrahite, giving instruction. t 1 Kings, 
4:31. uLuke 18:7. * Or, by. 


sense. Psa. 46:4. Jn thee; in Zion, as of the 
residence of God. 
INSTRUCTIONS, 

2. The place of public worship is dear not only 
to the people of God, but to God himself. 

5. To be born under the gospel, and to be spirit- 
ually a partaker of its salvation, is a greater honor 
and blessedness than to have descended from the 
greatest kings, or be a partaker of all earthly good. 

6. God has given to his Son all nations, as his 
inheritance; and in due time he will enroll them 
all as the spiritual citizens of Zion. 

7. God’s presence and the light of his counte- 
nance fill the true Zion with joy and gladness; and 
through her he dispenses to all nations the bless- 
ings of his salvation. 


PSALM LXXXVIII. 


Title, «pon Mahalath Leannoth ; according to 
some interpreters these words should be rendered 
upon, that is, concerning a sickness that afflicts; the 
sickness being understood of afflictions generally. 

1. IT have cried day and night ; this, in one 
sense, was true of David, but was more eminently 
so of Christ, of whom David was a striking type. 

5. Free among the dead ; commonly understood 
to mean, discharged from all the affairs of life, like 
the dead. But some prefer to render the words, 
prostrate among the dead. Cut off from thy 
hand; separated from the care and protection of 
thy hand, the care which God bestows upon men as 
inhabitants of this world, which ceases when they 





_are laid in the grave. Ver. 10-12. 
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A complaint in distress 


7 Thy *wrath lieth hard upon me, and 
thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves. 
Selah. 

8 Thou “hast put away mine acquain- 
tance far from me; thou hast made me 
an abomination unto them: I am ‘shut 
up, and I cannot come forth. 

9 Mine eye mourneth by reason of afflic- 
tion: Lorp, I have called daily upon thee, 
I have stretched out my hands unto thee. 

10 Wilt thou show wonders to the dead ? 
shall the dead arise and praise thee ? Selah. 

11 Shall thy loving-kindness be declared 
in the grave? or thy faithfulness in de- 
struction? 

12 Shall thy wonders be known in the 
dark? and thy righteousness in the land 
of forgetfulness ? 

13 But unto thee have I cried, O Lorn; 
and in the morning shall my prayer pre- 
vent thee. 

14 Lorp, why castest thou off my soul? 
why hidest thou thy face from me? 

15 I am afflicted and ready to die from 
my youth up: while I «suffer thy terrors 
I am distracted. 

16 Thy fierce ‘wrath goeth over me; 
thy terrors have cut me off. 

17 They came round about me * daily like 
water; they compassed me about together. 

18 Lover and friend hast thou put far 
from me, and mine acquaintance into dark- 
ness. 

PSALM LXXXIX. 


1 The psalmist praiseth God for his covenant, 5 for his 
wonderfnl power, 15 for the care of his church, 19 for 
his favor to the kingdom of David. 38 Then com- 
plaining of contrary events, 46 he expostulateth, 
prayeth, and blesseth God. 


{ *Maschil of s Ethan the Ezrahite. 
WILL sing of the mercies of the Lorp 
for ever: with my mouth will I make 

known thy faithfulness to tall generations. 





al Pet.2:24. b Job19: 13, etc. ¢ Job12: 14. d Isa. 38:18. e Job 
6:4. fRev.6:17. * Or, all the day. + Or, A Psalin for Ethan 
the Ezrahite, to give instruction. g1Chron.2:6. $ Heb. genera- 
tion and generation ; so ver. 4; Psa. 119: 90, h 2Sam,.7:11, etc. 

7. Thy waves; the troubles that God brought 
upon him. 

12. In the dark ; the grave. 

13. Prevent; go before. 

15. Ready to die ; in view of the distress that 
he feared was coming upon him. 

17. They; the terrors of the Lord with which 
he was afflicted. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. Man is born to trouble, as the sparks fly up- 
ward, or as the waters run downward. Happy 
they who improve it in such a manner that their 
sufferings shall be in this life only, and perfect felic- 
ity be their portion in the life to come. 

8. To be deserted by friends and acquaintances 
in time of trouble adds greatly to calamities, and 
shows that no dependence can safely be placed upon 
any but the Lord, who will never forsake those 
who put their trust in him. 

15. The terrors of the Lord on account of sin ma 
be such as to destroy reason, and even life itself ; 





PSALM LXXXIX. 


Praise to God. 


2 For I have said, Mercy shall be built 
up for ever: thy faithfulness shalt thou 
establish in the very heavens. 

3 [have made a covenant with my cho- 
sen, [have*sworn unto David my servant, 

4 Thy seed will I establish for ever, 
and build up thy throne to all genera- 
tions. Selah. 

5 And the ‘heavens shall praise thy 
wonders, O Lorn: thy faithfulness also 
in the congregation of the saints. 

6 For who in the heaven can be com- 
pared unto the Lorn? who among the 
sons of the mighty can be likened unto 
‘the Lorp ? 

7 God is greatly to be feared in the as- 
sembly of the saints, and to be had in 
reverence of all them that are about him. 

8 O Lorn God of hosts, / who is a strong 
Lorp lke unto thee? or to thy faithful- 
ness round about thee ? 
| 9 Thou Frulest the raging of the sea: 
'when the waves thereof arise, thou still- 
est them. 

10 Thou hast broken § Rahab in pieces, 
as one that is slain; thou hast scattered 
thine enemies with | thy strong arm. 

11 The heavens are thine, the earth 
also zs thine: as for the world and the 
fulness thereof, thou hast founded them. 

12 The north and the south thou hast 
created them: ! Tabor and ™ Hermon shall 
rejoice in thy name. 

13 Thou hast *a mighty arm: strong is 
thy hand, and high is thy right hand. 

14 Justice and "judgment are the t habi- 
tation of thy throne: merey and truth 
shall go before thy face. 

15 Blessed ts the people that know the 
joyful °sound: they shall walk, O Lorn, 
in the Plight of thy countenance. 

16 In thy name shall they rejoice all 
i Psa. 19:1. j1Sam.2:2. k Job 38:11; Mark 4:39, 41. Or, 
Egypt. || Heb. the armof thy strength. 1Judg. 4:6, 12, m Josh.. 


2:1. * Heb.anarm with might. 2 Psa. 97:2. f Or, establishment ; 
Isa. 16:5. 0 Lev.25:9; Psa.98:6; Rom.10:18. pNum.6: 26. 











and there is no security from them but in Christ, 
who died, the just for the unjust, and will save 
from sin and its consequences all who put their 
trust in him. 

PSALM LXXXIX. 

The first part of this psalm may be regarded as 
an inspired commentary upon the original promise 
of God to David and his offspring, 2 Sam. 7 : 12-17. 

2. Mercy—faithfulness ; (rod’s mercy and 
faithfulness to David and his seed. Lstadlish ; 
make as permanent as the heavens. 

3. My chosen; applied to David, and through 
him to the Messiah, in whom the predictions of this 
psalm and many other psalms have their full accom- 
plishment. 

12. Tabor; a mountain and city on the confines 
of Zebulun, in the north-east part of the plain of 
Esdraelon. Hermon; a mountain on the northern 
border of Palestine. 

15. The joyful sound; calling the people to 
the worship of God. 
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God’s great mercy 


the day: and in thy “righteousness shall 
they be exalted. 

17 For thou art the glory of their 
strength: and in thy favor our horn shall 
be exalted. 

18 For *the Lorp zs our defence; and 
the Holy One of Israel zs our » King. 

19 Then thou spakest in vision to thy 
holy one, and saidst, I have laid help 
upon one that is “mighty; I have exalted 
one chosen out of the people. 

20 I have *found David my servant; 
with my holy oil have I anointed him: 

21 With *whom my hand shall be es- 
tablished: mine arm also shall strength- 
en him. 

22 The enemy shall not exact upon him ; 
nor the son of wickedness afflict him. 

23 And I will beat down his foes before 
his face, and plague them that hate him. 

24 But my faithfulness and my mercy 
shall be with him: and in my name shall 
his horn be exalted. 

25 I will set his hand also in the ‘sea, 
and his right hand in the rivers. 

26 He shall cry unto me, Thou art my 
Father, my God, and the Rock of my sal- 
vation. 

27 Alsol will make him my first-born, 
higher” than the kings of the earth. 

28 My ‘mercy will I keep for him ‘for 
evermore, and my /covenant shall stand 
fast with him. 

29 His seed also will I make to endure for 
ever, and his throne as the days of heaven. 

30 If *his children forsake my law, and 
walk not in my judgments ; 

31 If they t break my statutes, and keep 
not my commandments ; 

32 Then will I visit their transgression 
with the rod, and their iniquity with 
stripes. 

33 Nevertheless my !loving-kindness 
will? I not utterly take from him, nor 
suffer my faithfulness to 9 fail. 

34 My covenant will I not ™break, nor 
alter the thing that is gone out of my lips. 





alCor.1:30. * Or, our shield is of the LORD, and our king is 
of the Holy One of Israel; Psa. 47:9. b Isa. 33:22. ¢ Isa. 9:6. 
d1Sam.16:1,12. e2Sam.7:8-16. f Psa.72:8. g Col.1: 15,16. 
h Rev. 19:16. ilsa. 55:3. j2Sam. 23:5. k Jer. 9: 13-16. f Heb. 


PSALM LXXXIX. 


\ 


x 
to David and his seed. 


35 Once have I sworn by my holiness 
that! I will not lie unto David. 

36 His seed shall endure for ever, and 
his throne as the sun before me. 

37 It shall be established for ever as 
the moon, and as a faithful witness in 
heaven. Selah. 

38 But “thou hast cast off and abhorred, 
thou hast been wroth with thine anointed. 

39 Thou hast made void the covenant 
of thy servant: thou hast profaned his 
crown by casting it to the ground. 

40 Thou hast broken °down all his 
hedges; thou hast brought his strong- 
holds to ruin. 

41 All that pass by the way spoil him: 
he is a reproach to his neighbors. 

42 Thou hast set up the right hand of 
his adversaries ; thou hast made all his 
enemies to rejoice. 

43 Thou hast also turned the edge of 
his sword, and hast not made him to 
stand in the battle. 

44 Thou hast made his *glory to cease, 
and cast his throne down to the ground. 

45 The days of his youth hast thou 
shortened: thou hast covered him with 
shame. Selah. 

46 How long, Lorp? wilt thou? hide thy- 
self for ever? shall thy wrath burn lke fire? 


47 Remember how short my time is:. 


wherefore hast thou made all men in 
vain? 

48 What Iman is he that liveth, and 
shall not see death? shall he deliver his 
soul from the hand of the grave? Selah. 

49 Lord, where are thy former loving- 
kindnesses, which thou "swarest unto 
David in thy truth? 

50 Remember, Lord, the reproach of 
thy servants; how I do bear in my bosom 
the reproach of all the mighty people; 

51 Wherewith thine enemies have re- 
proached, O Lory; wherewith they have 
reproached the footsteps of thine anointed. 

52 Blessed be the Lory for evermore. 
Amen, and Amen. 





profane. 1 Lam.3: 31,32. Heb. Iwill not make void from. Q Heb. 
lie, m Jer. 33:20. |! Heb, if Iie. n 1 Chron. 28:9; Psa. 602 1-10; 
Hos. 9:17, 0 Isa. §:5,6° * Heb. brightness. p Psa. 85:5. q Heb. 
9:27. rver.38 8 Hab. 3:17-19. 





17. Our horn shall be exalted ; they would be 
greatly prospered. 

19. To thy holy one; to David, and in David 
to Christ, in whom alone the promise has its per- 
fect fulfilment. 

20. Anointed him; the holy oil by which David 
was consecrated to the kingly office was a symbol of 
the Holy Spirit, who came upon him from the day of 
his anointing, 1 Sam. 16:13; and who was given to 
Christ without measure at his baptism. John 3:34. 

25. His hand; his ruling hand. 

30. His children ; David’s children who occu- 
pied the earthly throne oz Zion. 

33. Utterly take from him ; by rejecting his 
house, as he 4 the house of Saul. 2Sam. 7:15. 
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36. His seed shall endure for ever, and his 
throne as the sun; this is true of Christ and his 
people. 

39. Made void the covenant ; this was some- 
times the appearance when the people of God had 
departed from him. 

40. His hedges; the hedges which God had 
built around David and his kingdom. 

47. How short my time is; in view of the short- 
ness of life and the approach of death, he beseeches 
God to manifest his \vxingicdned that life may 
not be filled with trouble and sorrow. This thought 
is prominent in the book of Job. + 

52. Amen, and Amen; this doxology closes the 
third ancient division of the Psalms. 
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The brevity and frailty 
PSALM XC. 


1 Moses, setting forth God’s providence, 3 complaineth 
of human fragility, 7 divine chastisements, 10 and 
brevity of life. 12 He prayeth fer the knowledge and 
sensible experience of God’s good providence. 


4 A Prayer * of Moses the *man of God. 


ORD, thou hast been our > dwelling- 
place in tall generations. 

2 Before the “mountains were brought 
forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth 
and the world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting, thou art God. 

3 Thou turnest man to destruction; and 
sayest, ‘Return, ye children of men. 

4 For a thousand years in thy sight are 
but as yesterday when ?it is past, and as 
a watch in the night. 

5 Thou ecarriest them away as with a 
flood; they are as a sleep: in the morn- 
ing they are like ° grass which § groweth up. 

6 In ‘the morning it flourisheth, and 
groweth up; in the evening it is cut down, 
and withereth. ; 

7 For we are consumed by thine anger, 
and by thy wrath are we troubled. 

8 Thou £hast set our iniquities before 
thee, our secret sins in the light of thy 
countenance. 


PSALM XC. 


of human life. 


9 For all our days are |i passed away in 
thy wrath: we spend our years as a *tale 
that is told. 

10 Theft days of our years are three- 
score years and ten; and if by reason of 
strength they be fourscore years, yet is 
their strength labor and sorrow; for “it 
is soon cut off, and we fly away. 

11 Who knoweth the power of thine 
anger? even according to thy fear, so is 
thy wrath. 

12 So teach us to number our days, that 
we may tapply our hearts unto iwis- 
dom. 

13 Return, O Lorn, how long? and let 
it repent thee concerning thy servants. 

14 Oh satisfy us early with thy mercy ; 
that we may rejoice and be glad all our 
days. 

15 Make us glad according to the days 
wherein thou hast afflicted us, and the 
years wherein we have seen evil. 

16 Let thy work appear unto thy ser- 
vants, and thy glory unto their children. 

17 And let the / beauty of the Lorp our 
God be upon us: and establish thou the 
work of our hands uponus; yea, the work 
of our hands * establish thou it. 





* Or, being a Psalnf of. a Deut. 33:1. b Psa.71:3; Ezek. 11: 16. 
t Heb. generation and generation. ¢ Prov. 8: 25, 26. d Gen. 3:19. 
¢ Or, he hath passed them, e Isa. 40:6. % Or, ts changed. f Job 


14:2. g Jer. 2:22. || Heb. turned. * Or, meditation. + Heb. As for 
the days of our years, in them are seventy years, h Jas.4: 14. { Heb. 
cause tocome, i Prov.4:7. j Psa. 110:3, k Job 22:28; Prov. 16:3. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 
1. The children of God, even in the ae trials, 
have cause to sing of the mercies of the Lord, and 


praise him for his kindness to the sons of men. 


7. God is to be adored with reverence and holy 
fear, as well as with confidence and filial affection. 

9. He who rules the waves of the sea is engaged 
for the protection of his people, and is able with 
perfect ease to control the movements of his and 
their enemies, and cause even their wrath to praise 
him and advance the good of his chosen. 

16. If sinners are ever exalted, it must be, not on 
account of their own righteousness, but through the 
righteousness of God which is unto and upon all 
that believe. 

27. No earthly kings can be compared in excel- 
lence, dignity, honor, and glory with the Son of 
God. He is the chief among ten thousand, alto- 
gether lovely, the brightness of Jehovah’s glory, 
and the express image of his person, in whom 
dwells the fulness of the godhead bodily. 

36. The covenant of God with Christ, and through 
him with his people, is an everlasting covenant, 
ordered in all things and sure. Those who become 
interested in it, though they may be in trouble, 
will nevertheless be kept by the mighty power of 
God through faith unto salvation. 

48. The time of man’s continuance upon the 
earth must be short. He should therefore do the 
work assigned him with fidelity, and in such a 
manner, that when absent from the body he may 
be present with the Lord. 


PSALM XC. 


1. Dwelling-place ; place of refuge, rest, and 
comfort. 

2. Thou art God; unchangeable, the same yes- 
terday, to-day, and for ever. 

4. A thousand years; God does not estimate 
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time as we do. To him no duration can be long. 
2 Peter, 3:8. 

0. Like grass ; of short continuance. 

8. In the light of thy countenance ; our sins 
are all seen and duly appreciated by God. 

10. Threescore years and ten; seventy. Four 
score ; eighty. 

11. So7s thy wrath ; greater than all the fears 
of men; they can never fully comprehend its terri- 
bleness or extent. 

12. Wisdom ; that which is from above, and 
will avail to salvation. 

13. Return; remove their calamities, and visit 
them again with prosperity. 

16. Thy work; of love and mercy. 

17. The beauty of the Lord; the light of his ~ 
countenance and the joys of his presence. Lstad- 
lish thou the work of our hands ; cause it to be 
continued and to prosper. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The eternity and unchangeableness of Jeho- 
vah, and the freeness, richness, and abundance of 
his grace, are an unfailing refuge, support, and com- 
fort to his people. / 

7. Death is sent by Jehovah, and is an expres- 
sion of his anger against the sins of men. Dust 
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return, is the 
decision of the Almighty, and all generations have 
been an illustration of its truth. 

12. Divine teaching alone can give that wisdom 
which is essential to true happiness in this world, 
and to blessedness in the world to come. All should, 
therefore, habitually and earnestly seek it. 

17. God is the author and finisher of all good 
works. With his presence and blessing, they wil! 
continue to prosper. Men must die, and leave man 
things unfinished; but God lives. His cause will 
extend, and by such instruments as he shall raise 
up, will ultimately triumph. ane 


Safety of the godly. 


PSALM XCI. 


1 The state of the godly. 3 Their safety. 9 Their 


habitation, 11 Their servants. 
with the effects of them all. 


E that *dwelleth in the secret place 
of the Most High shall *abide under 
the »shadow of the Almighty. 

2 I will say of the Lorn, He as my ref- 
uge and my fortress: my God; in him 
will I trust. 

3 Surely © he shall deliver thee from the 
snare of the fowler, and from the 
noisome pestilence. 

4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, 
and under his wings shalt thou trust: his 
truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 

5 Thou ‘shalt not be afraid for the ter- 
ror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth 
by day; 

6 Nor for the pestilence that walketh 
in darkness; nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noonday. 

7 A thousand shall fall at thy side, and 
ten thousand at thy right hand; but it 
shall not come nigh thee. 

8 Only with ® thine eyes shalt thou be- 
hold and see the reward of the wicked. 

9 Because thou hast made the Lorp, 
which is my refuge, even the Most High, 
thy habitation ; 

10 There ‘shall no evil befall thee, 
neither shall any plague come nigh thy 
dwelling. 

11 For €he shall give his angels charge 
over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 

12 They shall bear thee up in their 














—"SPea 87:5. * Heb lodge. b Pea. 67:1. ¢ Pan.124:7, @ Psa, 
121:6,6. © Prov. 3:25, 26. f Prov. 12:21. & Mat. 4:6. h Job 
5:23. ¢ Or, asp. ilsa, 65:24. j Isa. 43:2. t Heb. length of days. 


PSALM XCI. 

1. Secret place of the Most High; his pavil- 
ion, in which he hides his friends from all harm. 
Psa. 27:5; 31:20. We dwell in the secret place 
of the Most High by faith in him and habitual com- 
munion with him. Shadow ; protection. 

3. The snare of the fowler ; the plots of crafty 
foes. Psa. 124:7. Notsome; destructive. 

4. Cover thee with his feathers ; protect thee 
in His providence. 

5. Terror; danger that causes terror. By 
night—by day; they whom God protects shall 
be safe from every danger. 

7. A thousand—ten thousand ; many ; a defi- 
nite for an indefinite number. 

9. Thy habitation ; dwelling-place. We make 
the Lord our dwelling-place, by habitually resort- 
ing to him for comfort and protection. 

10. There shall no evil Sefall thee; this prom- 
ise is not inconsistent with the chastisement where- 
with God visits his people for their profit, that the 
may be “partakers of his holiness;” this, thoug 
for the present “not joyous, but grievous,” is no 
evil, but a rich blessing. 

12. Dash; stumble by striking. To be kept 
from stumbling, is to be kept in the way of truth and 
ode B Prov. 3:23. These words contain no prom- 
ise of protection when we tempt God by needlessly 


exposing ourselves to danger. Mat. 4: 5-7. 
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PSALM XCII. 


14 Their friends; 





Praise to God. 


hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a 
stone. 

13 Thou "shalt tread upon the lion and 
adder :t the young lion and the dragon 
shalt thou trample under feet. 

14 Because he hath set his love upon 
me, therefore will I deliver him: I will 
set him on high, because he hath known 
my name. 

15 He 'shall call upon me, and I will 
answer him: I Jwill be with him in 
trouble; I will deliver him, and honor him. 

16 With tlong * life will I satisfy him, 
and show him my salvation. 


PSALM XCII. 


1 The prophet exhorteth to praise God, 4 for his great 
works, 6 for his judgments on the wicked, 10 and for 
his goodness to the godly. 


{ A Psalm or Song for the Sabbath-day. 


T is a good thing to give thanks unto 
the Lorp, and to sing praises unto thy 
name, O Most High: 

2 To show forth thy loving-kindness in 
the ™morning, and thy faithfulness Severy 
night, 

3 Upon an instrument of ten strings, 
and upon the psaltery; upon the harp 
with *a solemn sound. ; 

4 For thou, Lorp, hast made me glad 
through thy work: I will triumph in the 
works of thy hands. 

5 O Lorp, how great are thy works! 
and thy "thoughts are very deep. 


6 A brutish man knoweth not; neither 


doth a fool understand this. 








k Prov. 3:2; 22:4. 1 Psa. 147:1. m Lam, 3:23. ® Heb. in the 
nights. || Or, upon the solemn sound with the harp. * Heb. Hig- 
gaion; Psa. 9:16, n Isa. 55:9; Rom. 11 : 33. 





13. Tread upon; overcome. Lion—adder— 
young lion—dragon ; enemies of all classes, the 
strong and the subtle, the fierce and the malignant. 

14. Known my name ; been acquainted with 
my character, and confided in my care. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Habitual access to God is a source of perpet- 
ual and perfect security. 

5. From the numerous evils by night and by day 
to which the wicked are exposed, those who trust in 
the Lord shall be delivered. 

11. To the heirs of salvation, angels are minister- 
ing spirits; in the path of duty God. will protect 
them from all evil, or sanctify his dispensations to 
their highest good. 

15. God’s people are not exempt from trouble; 
but they have his promise, that in all their trials 
he will be with them and deliver them, and make 
them partakers of his everlasting salvation. 


PSALM XCII. 


4. Thy work; thy providential dealings with 
the righteous and the wicked, as shown in this 
psalm. 

6. A brutish man—a fool ; one who is igno- 
rant of God and estranged from him. Such men 
are short-sighted, and make the enjoyment of this 
world their chief good, not foreseeing the destruc- 
tion which God is about to bring upon them. This ; 
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‘dance of fruit. 


Safety of the righteous. 


7 When *the wicked spring as the grass, 
and when all the workers of iniquity do 


flourish ; it ts that they shall be destroyed 


for ever: ' 

8 But thou, Lorp, art most high for ever- 
more. 

9 For lo, thine enemies, O Lorp, for lo, 
thine enemies shall perish ; all the ® work- 
ers of iniquity shall be scattered. 

10 But my horn shalt thou exalt like the 
horn of a unicorn: I shall be ‘anointed 
with fresh oil. 

11 Mine eye also shall see my desire on 
mine enemies, and mine ears shall hear 
my desire of the wicked that rise up 
against me. 

12 The ‘righteous shall flourish like the 
palm-tree: he shall grow like a cedar in 
Lebanon. 

13 Those that be planted in the house 
of the Lorp shall flourish in the courts of 
our God. 

14 They shall still bring forth fruit in 
old age ; they shall be fat and *flourish- 
ing; 

15 To show that the Lorp ts upright: 
he ts my °rock, and there is no funright- 
eousness in him. 


PSALM XCIV. 


Christ's kingdom, 
PSALM XCIII. 


The majesty, power, and holiness of Christ’s kingdom. 
HES Lorp reigneth, he is clothed with 
majesty; the Lorn is clothed with 
strength, wherewith he hath girded him- 
self: the world also is established, that 
it cannot be moved. 

2 Thy "throne is established tof old: 
thou art from everlasting. 

3 The floods have lifted up, O Lorn, 
the floods have lifted up their voice; the 
floods lift up their waves. 

4 The ‘Lorn on high zs mightier than 
the noise of many waters, yea, than the 
mighty waves of the sea. 

5 Thy testimonies are very sure: jholi- 
ness becometh thy house, O Lorp, tfor 
ever. 


PSALM XCIlV. 


1 The prophet, calling for justice, complaineth of tyr- 
anny and impiety. 8 He teacheth God’s providence. 
12 He showeth the blessedness of affliction. 16 God 
is the defender of the afflicted. 

LORD $God, to whom * vengeance 
belongeth; O God, to whom ven- 
geance belongeth, |! show thyself. 
2 Lift up thyself, thou judge of the 
earth: render a reward to the proud. 





a Psa. 73: 18-20; Mal. 4:1. b Mat. 7:23, ¢ 2 Cor. 1:21; 1John, 
2:20. d Psa, 52:8; Hos, 14:5,6. * Heb. green. e Deut. 32: 4. 
f Zeph. 3:5, g Isa.52:7; Rev. 19:6. h Psa. 45:6. f Heb. from 


them. i Psa. 89:9. j Heb. 12:14; Rev. 21:27. $ Heb. to length 
of days ; Psa. 23:6. 4 Heb. God of revenges. k Deut. 32:35; 
Nah. 1:2. || Heb. shine forth ; Psa. 80: 1. 





God’s works and thoughts, especially as manifested 
in the salvation of the righteous, and the destruc- 
tion of the wicked. 

7. Spring as the grass; have great present 
prosperity. 

10. My horn ; my power and influence. Anoint- 
ed with fresh orl ; as was done on festive occasions. 
This is to be understood spiritually of the strength, 
comfort, and prosperity which God imparts to the 
righteous through his providence, word, and Spirit. 

11. Mine eye—shall see ; the destruction of my 
enemies. 

12. The palm-tree ; a tree which becomes very 
large, affords a refreshing shade, and bears abun- 
A cedar in Lebanon; the most 
majestic and enduring of trees. 

13. Planted in the house of the Lord; the 
righteous are figuratively described as planted in 
God’s house, because they derive their strength and 
fruitfulness from communion with him. 

14. Be fat and flourishing ; be blessed with 
great prosperity. 

15. My rock; a source of support and defence. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. The righteous understand God’s government, 
and triumph with holy gladness in the everlasting 
protection and salvation which it secures to them. 

6. The wicked understand not the ways of God’s 
providence, and are not aware that the present 
prosperity which they abuse will be the occasion 
of their ruin. 

10. They who put their trust in God shall contin- 
ually receive from him new strength for the perform- 
ance of the new services which he requires of them. 

11. Since God will, in his own time and way, de- 
stroy his enemies, the righteous have no occasion to 
envy their present greatness and power, or to be 
disquieted by the wicked devices which they bring 


to pass. 





14. Continued fruitfulness, extending into old age, 
is one of the “ exceeding great and precious prom- 
ises” which God gives to those who put their trust 
in him and are faithful in his service. 

15. The righteous and the wicked here dwell to- 
gether, and appear in many respects alike; but in 
the end, Grod will make such a difference between 
them as shall manifest to all his uprightness in the 
administration of his government. 


PSALM XCIII. 


1. Established ; by God’s omnipotence: this is 
mentioned as a signal manifestation of his power. 

3. The floods; the waters of the great deep, 
here representing the tumultuous and angry resist- 
ance of the nations to God’s authority. Psa. 2:1. 

4. Mightier than the notse of many waters ; 
able to control all the opposition of men, and cause 
it to work out his own glorious designs. 

5. Thy testimonies; the declarations of thy 
word. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. God is unchangeable; the same yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever. Those who trust in him will 
never be disappointed. 

4. God’s control over the angry passions of men 
is as absolute as over the fiercest elements of na- 
ture. He overrules them as he does “fire and hail, 
snow and vapor,” and “stormy wind,” for the ac- 
complishment of his glorious purposes. 

5. As Jehovah is holy he requires his people to be 
holy, and without holiness no man can worship him 
acceptably in this world, or be prepared for his pres- 
ence in the world to come. 


PSALM XCIV. 


1. Show thyself; as the protector of thy people, 
able and ready to save them and punish those who 
rise up against them. 
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Blessedyess of affliction. 


3 Lorn, how *long shall the wicked, 
how long shall the wicked triumph? 

4 How long shall they utter and speak 
hard” things? and all the workers of in- 
iquity boast themselves? 

5 They break in pieces thy people, O 
Lorp, and afflict thy heritage. 

6 They slay the widow and the stranger, 
and murder the fatherless. 

7 Yet they say, The Lorp shall not see, 
neither shall the God of Jacsb regard zt. 

8 Understand, ‘ye brutish among the 
people: and ye fools, when will ye be 
wise? 

9 He ‘that planted the ear, shall he not 
hear? he that formed the eye, shall he 
not see? 

10 He that chastiseth the *heathen, 
shall not he correct? he that teacheth 
man knowledge, shall not he know ? 

11 The Lorp knoweth the thoughts of 
man, that they are & vanity. 

12 Blessed "is the man whom thou 
chastenest, O Lorn, and teachest him ont 
of thy law; 

13 That thou mayest give him rest from 
the days of adversity, until the pit be 
digged for the wicked. 

14 For ithe Lorp will not cast off his 
people, neither will he forsake his inher- 
itance. 

15 But judgment shall return unto right- 
cousness: and all the upright in heart 
shall * follow it. 

16 Who will rise up for me against the 


PSALM XCV. 


Praise to God. 


evil-doers? or who will stand up for me 
against the workers of iniquity? 

17 Unless ithe Lorp had been my help, 
my soul had t almost dwelt in silence. 

18 When I said, My * foot slippeth; thy 
mercy, O Lorp, held me up. 

19 In the multitude of my thoughts with- 
in me thy 'comforts delight my soul. 

20 Shall the throne of iniquity have fel- 
lowship with thee, which ™frameth mis- 
chief by a law? 

21 They "gather themselves together 
against the soul of the righteous, and con- 
demn the innocent blood. 

22 But the Lorp is my defence; and 
my God is the rock of my refuge. 

23 And he shall bring upon them their 
own iniquity, and shall cut them off in 
their °own wickedness; yea, the Lorp 
our God shall cut them off. 


PSALM XCV. 


1 An exhortation to praise God, 3 for his greatness, 
‘6 and for his goodness, 8 and not to tempt him. 


H come, let us sing unto the Lorp: 

J Jet Pus make a joyful noise to the 
rock4 of our salvation. 

2 Let us #come before his presence with 
thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise 
unto him with psalms. 

3 For 'the Lorp is a great God, and a 
great *King above all gods. 

4 In Shis hand are the deep places of the 
earth: the ! strength of the hills zs his also. 

5 The* sea 7s his, and he tmade it: and 
his hands formed the dry land. 





a Job 20:5; Jer. 12:1,2. b Psa.73: 8, etc. ; Jude 15. ¢ Psa.92:6; 
Rev.3:11. d Ex.4:1l. ¢ Ezek. 39:21; Hab. 3:12. f Prov.2:6. 
g1Cor.3:19,20. h Job5:17; Prov.3:11; Heb. 12:5, etc. il Sam. 
12:22; Rom.11:1,2. * Heb. be after. j Psa. 124: 1,2. f Or, quickly. 





5. Thy heritage; Israel, as “a peculiar treas- 
ure” unto God “above all people.” Ex. 19:5. 

8. Brutish—fools ; the persons mentioned in 
the preceding verse, whose ignorance of God leads 
them to feel and act as though he did not see them 
or their works. 

12. Chastenest ; the immediate reference is to 
the chastisement which God administers through 
the agency of the wicked spoken of in the preced- 
ing verses; but the words apply to chastisement in 
the widest sense. Teachest—out of thy law; in 
connection with thy chastening hand. 

14. His inheritance ; his people. 

15. Judgment shall return unto righteous- 
ness; from which it seemed for a time to have de- 
parted. Whatever present appearances may be, all 
the dealings of God will in the end appear to be 
righteous. 

17. Almost dwelt in silence; would soon have 
died and been silent in the grave. 

19. Thoughts ; anxiousand distracting thoughts. 
Thy comforts ; the consolations which thou givest. 
These come in to cheer and tranquillize my spirit. 

20. The throne of iniquity ; of wicked rulers 
who enact unjust and cruel laws. 

23. Theirowniniautty ; its destructive effects. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


1. Jehovah is a God of justice as well as mercy, 
and in the end will treat every man according to 


his work. 
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k Psa. 38:16. 1 Psa. 63:5, 6; 2 Cor. 1:3, 4. m Isa. 10:1. u Prov. 
1:11, 16; Mat. 27:1. o Prov. 5:22, p Psa. 100: 1. q2Sam. 22: 47. 
+ Heb. prevent his face. 1 Psa.97:9._ 8 Mal. 1:14. ®@ Heb. whose. 
|| Or, heights of the hills are his. * Heb. Whose the sea is. t Gen.1: 9,10. 





7. The wicked act as if there were no God, or as 


‘if he did not regard them or their doings. 


12. When God chastens his people. he teaches 
them by his Spirit out of his word. The teaching 
of his Spirit with his chastening rod makes them 
wise unto eternal life, and thus most blessed for 
evermore. 

13. They who meekly submit themselves to 
God’s chastisement, and learn the rich lessons of 
heavenly wisdom which it offers, shall find in God 
a sure resting-place from trouble, and shall see 
the overthrow of the wicked who sought their 
destruction. 

17, The pious ascribe the continuance of all their 
blessings to the grace of God, and give him the 
glory. 

x 19. Communion with God is a sure relief from 
anxious and distracting cares. 

20. Laws of mischief and thrones of iniquity, 
though having transient power by God’s permis- 
sion, are offensive to him, and must receive his 
frown. 

22. The Lord will defend his people, and bring 
upon their enemies the evils which they thought to 
bring upon others; and though for a time the wicked 
may seem to prosper, they will finally perish and 
have none to help them. 


PSALM XCV. 


4, Deep places ; inmost recesses. 
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Praise to God. 


6 Ohcome, let us worship and bow down: 
let us *kneel before the Lorp our maker. 

7 For he is our God; and we are the peo- 
ple of his pasture, and the sheepofhis hand. 
To-day if ye will hear his voice, 

8 Harden not your heart, as in the 
provocation,* and “as in the day of temp- 
tation in the wilderness: 

9 When your fathers ‘tempted me, prov- 
ed me, and saw my work. 

10 Forty years long was I grieved with 
this generation, and said, It is a people 
that do err in their heart, and they have 
not known my ways: 

11 Unto whom I *sware in my wrath 
that t they should not enter into my rest. 


PSALM XCVI. 


1 An exhortation to praise God, 4 for his greatness, 
8 for his kingdom, 11 for his general judgment. 


H ‘sing unto the Lorp a new song: 
sing unto the Lorp, all the earth. 

2 Sing unto the Lorp, bless his name; 
show forth his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the heathen, 
his wonders among all people. 

4 For the Lorp is great, and £ greatly to 
be praised: he is to be feared above all 
gods. 

5 For "all the gods of the nations are 
idols: ‘but the Lorp made the heavens. 

6 Honor and majesty are before him: 
strength! and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

a Acts 21:5; Phil. 2:10. b Heb. 3:7, 15. * Heb. contention. c Ex. 
17:2,7; Num. 14:2, etc.; Deut. 6:16. d] Cor. 10:9, e Heb. 4:3, 5. 


t Heb. if they enter. € 1 Chron. 16: 23-33. & Psa. 18:3. h Jer. 
10:11, 12, i Isa, 42:5. j Psa.63:2. k Jude 25. ¢ Heb. of. 1 Heb. 





PSALM 


XCVIT. Glory of God’s kingdom. 


7 Give ‘unto the Lorn, O ye kindreds 
of the people, give unto the Lorp glory 
and strength. 

8 Give unto the Lorp the glory + due 
unto his name: bring an ‘offering, and 
come into his courts. 

9 Oh worship the Lorp in the § beauty 
of holiness: fear before him, all the earth. 

10 Say among the "heathen that the 
Lorp "reigneth: the world also shall be 
established that it shall not be moved: 
he shall judge the people righteously. 

11 Let the °heavens rejoice, and let the 
earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the 
fulness thereof. 

12 Let the field be joyful, and all that 
is therein: then shall all the trees of the 
wood rejoice 

13 Before the Lorn: for he cometh, for 
he cometh to judge the earth: he shall 
judge the world with P righteousness, and 
the people with his truth. 


PSALM XCVII. 


1 The majesty of God’s kingdom. 7 The church re- 
joiceth at God’s judgments upon idolaters. 10 An 
exhortation to godliness and gladness. 


HE 4Lorp reigneth; let the earth * re- 
joice; let the | multitude of ‘isles be 
glad thereof. 

2 Clouds tand darkness are round about 
him: "righteousness and judgment are 
the * habitation of his throne. 

13:15. 3 Or, glorious sanctuary. ™ Psa. 46:6,10. n Rev. 19:6, 
© Psa. 69734. p Rev. 19:11; 20:13. q Psa. 99:1. r Psa. Eo Hi ie 


|| Heb. many, or great. 8 Isa. 60:9. t 1 Kings, 8:12. u Psa. 89:14. 
* Or, establishment. 














7. People of his pasture; whom he guides, 
guards, and nourishes. Hear his voice ; obey his 
commands. 

8. Provocation—temptation ; in the Hebrew, 
these words are Meribah and Massah, the same as 
in Ex. 17:7, which mean “chiding,” and “ temp- 
tation.” The conduct of the Israelites at Massah 
and Meribah is mentioned as an example of their 
spirit of unbelief and rebellion. 

10. Err in their heart ; err from the path of 
duty through an unbelieving heart. 

11. My rest ; the land of Canaan, an emblem 
of the rest of heaven. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The service of God should be the employment, 
and the praises of God the joy of every heart. 

7. Nothing should hinder ‘us from devoting the 
present time to God, lest, if we procrastinate, life 
should end, and all opportunity and inclination to 
serve him be lost for ever. 

11. Though God waits upon the wicked with much 
long-suffering and patience, if they continue in sin he 
will at last exclude them for ever from the rest of 
heaven, and punish them according to their deserts. 

PSALM XOVI. 

In this, as in many other psalms, the sacred writ- 
er anticipates with holy gladness the conversion of 
all nations to God. It constitutes, with slight va- 
riations, a part of the psalm that David delivered to 
Asaph to sing, when the ark was removed to Zion. 
1 Chron. 16 : 23-33. 

1. A new song; for new displays of his glory. 

2. From day to day; habitually. 


). The nations ; heathen nations. 

6. Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary; 
it is there that he dwells and reveals himself to his 
worshippers in his strength and beauty. Psa. 63: 2. 

9. Kear before him, all the earth; exhortations 
like this, given by the spirit of prophecy, contain in 
themselves a pledge of the future conversion of all 
nations. ; 

10. The world also shall be established ; this 
includes both the right ordering of nature, and the 
right government of human affairs. As the pow- 
ers of nature obey God from age to age, so will he 
finally bring all nations into a state of permanent 
obedience to his authority. 

13. To judge the earth; by saving the right- 
eous, and destroying the wicked. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. The great business of all should be to embrace 
and make known the salvation which God has pro- 
vided for lost and guilty men. 

4, They who love God earnestly desire that their 
fellow-men should know and serve him. 

8. The glory of all the good which is done or en- 
joyed in this world belongs to God, and should be 
yaoliely given to him. 

10. By the extension of true piety over the whole 
earth, God will finally establish all that is good 
upon an enduring and unchangeable basis. 

The coming of God to save his people and 
judge the world in righteousness and truth, is an- 
ticipated with great joy by those that love him. 

PSALM XCVII. 





2. Clouds and darkness are round about him; 
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The glory of God. 


3 A *fire goeth before him, and burneth 
up his enemies round about. 

4 His lightnings enlightened the world: 
the earth saw, and trembled. 

5 The hills * melted like wax at the pres- 
ence of the Lorn, at the presence of the 
Lord of the whole earth. ; 

6 The heavens declare his righteous- 
ness, and all the people “see his glory. 

7 Confounded be all they that serve 
graven images, that boast themselves of 
idols: worship “him, all ye gods. 

8 Zion heard, and was glad; and the 
daughters of Judah rejoiced because of 
thy judgments, O Lorp. 

9 For thou, Lorp, art high above all the 
earth: thou art exalted far above all gods. 

10 Ye that love the Lorn, ®hate evil: 
he preserveth the souls of his saints; he 
delivereth them out of the hand of the 
wicked. 

11 Light is sown for the righteous, and 
gladness for the upright in heart. 

12 Rejoice in the Lorp, ye righteous ; 
and give thanks *at the remembrance of 
his holiness. 


PSALM X CV IIT: 


1 The psalmist exhorteth the Jews, 4 the Gentiles, 
7 and all the creatures to praise God. 


q A Psalm. 
H sing unto the Lorp a new song; for 
he hath done marvellous things: his 


PSALM XCIX. 


A song of praise. 


right® hand, and his holy arm, hath got- 
ten him the victory. 

2 The ‘Lorp hath made known his sal- 
vation: his righteousness hath he t openly 
showed in the sight of the heathen. 

3 He jihath remembered his merey and 
his truth toward the house of Israel: all 
the ‘ends of the earth have seen the sal- 
vation of our God. 

4 Make a joyful noise unto the Lorp, 
all the earth: make a loud noise, and re- 
joice, and sing praise. 

5 Sing unto the Lorp with the harp; 
with the harp, and the voice of a psalm. 

6 With trumpets and sound of cornet 
make a joyful noise before the Lorn, the 
King. 

7 Let the sea roar, and the fulness 
thereof; the world, and they that dwell 
therein. - 

8 Let the floods clap their hands: let the 
hills be joyful together 

9 Before the Lorn; for 'he cometh to 
judge the earth: with righteousness shall 
he judge the world, and the people with 
equity. 

PSALM XCIX. 


1 The prophet, setting forth the kingdom of God in 
Zion, 5 exhorteth all, by the example of forefathers, 
to worship God at his holy hill. 


HE ™Lorp reigneth; let "the people 
tremble: he sitteth between the cheru- 
bim: let the earth +be moved. 





a Dan. 7:10; Heb. 12:29. b Judg.5:5; Mic. 1:4. ¢ Num. 14:21; 
Mat. 25:31. d@ Heb.1:6. e Prov.3:7; Rom.12:9, f Dan. 3:28. 
g Phil. 4:4. * Or, tothe memorial. h Ex. 15:6; Isa. 59:16. ilsa. 


52:10. fOr, revealed. j Luke 1:54, 72. k Rom. 10: 12,18, 1 Rev. 
1:7. m Psa.93:1, nJer.5:22. $ Heb. stagger. 





his dispensations are often mysterious, but always 
right, wise, and good. 

5. The hills melted; these are mentioned as the 
mightiest and strongest objects of nature. 

7. All ye gods; applied in the New Testament 
to the angels, as the psalm itself is to Christ. Heb. 
1:6. 

8. Daughters of Judah; the.people of Judah 
as representing God’s church. 

9. All gods ; heathen gods. 

11. Light ts sown; as seed destined to produce 
an abundant harvest. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


1. The universal and perfect government of God 
is a source of unspeakable joy to all who love him. 

2. Whatever may be the present appearance to 
us short-sighted mortals, all the ways of God are 
true and righteous altogether. 

3. The government of God is a source of terror 
and destruction to his enemies. 

5. When God appears, to fulfil his promises and 
execute his threatenings, all opposition vanishes 
before him and all difficulties disappear. 

6. Though w great portion of the earth is still 
ignorant of God and his ways, the time is coming 
oti all shall behold his glory and rejoice in his 
ove. 


10. Though surrounded with enemies and exposed | - 


to numerous dangers, God will keep all who trust 
in him through faith unto salvation. 

11. As the seed which is sown with toil springs 
_up from beneath the clods and yields an abundant 
« harvest, so eo performed in the night of trouble 
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is often to the righteous the beginning of great 
prosperity and joy. 

12. The holiness of God is a terror to the wicked, 
but to the righteous a source of great joy. 


PSALM XCVIII. 

1. Right hand—holy arm; emblems of his 
power. 

2. Made known his salvation: his righteous- 
ness; manifested his righteousness in the salvation 
of his people. These words are fulfilled in every 
interposition of God for his people, especially in the 
mission of his Son. 

3. Remembered his mercy and his truth; in 
the fulfilment of his promises. 

8. Clap their hands; an expression of great 

oy. 
wis INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The people of God praise him for his victory 
over sin and death, while they embrace and rejoice 
in his salvation. 

3. The places most distant from Judea, including 
the remotest heathen nations, shall one day hear of 
and experience the salvation of God. 

9. The coming of God to judge the world by 
Jesus Christ, is an event to which the righteous 
look forward with unspeakable joy. 


PSALM XCIX. 
1. Let the people tremble; let all nations trem- 
ble before his majesty, and submit themselves to 
him. Between the cherubim; that overshadowed 
the ark. This was the most holy place, from which 
God manifested his glory. 
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Praise to God. 


2 The Lorp ts great in Zion; and he zs 
high above all the people. 

3 Let them praise thy *great and terri- 
ble name; for it zs holy. 

4 The king’s strength also loveth judg- 
ment; thou dost establish equity, thou 
executest judgment and righteousness in 
Jacob. 

5 Exalt ye the Lorp our God, and wor- 
ship at his ° footstool ; for *he is holy. 
_6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, 
and Samuel among them that call upon 
his name; they ‘called upon the Lorp, 


and he answered them. 


7 He spake unto them in °the cloudy 
pillar: they kept his testimonies, and the 
ordinance that he gave them. 

8 Thou answeredst them, O Lorp our 
God: thou ‘wast a God that forgavest 
them, though thou tookest vengeance of 
their inventions. ; 

9 Exalt the Lorp our God, and worship 
at his holy hill; for the Lorp our God 1s 
holy. 

PSALM C. 


1 An exhortation to praise God cheerfully, 3 for his 
greatness, 4 and for his power. 


; q A Psalm of f praise. 

MAS a joyful noise unto the Lorp, 
all +ye lands. 

2 Serve the Lorp with gladness: come 
before his presence with singing. 

3 Know ye that the Lorp he is God: it 
is "he that hath made us, and Snot we 
ourselves; we are his ‘people, and the 
sheep) of his pasture. 


PSALM CI. 


Mercy and judgment. 


4 Enter ‘into his gates with thanks- 
giving, and into his courts with praise: 
be thankful unto him, and bless his 
name. 

5 For the Lorp is good; his mercy its 
everlasting; and his truth endureth to 
all!l generations. 


PSALM CI. 
David maketh a vow and profession of godliness. 
: q A Psalm of David. 
WILL sing of merey and judgment: 
unto thee, O Lorn, will I sing. 

21 will 'behave myself wisely in a 
perfect way. Oh when wilt thou come 
unto me? I will™ walk within my house 
with a perfect heart. 

3 I "will set no *wicked thing before 
mine eyes: I hate the work of °them that 
turn aside; it shall not cleave to me. 

4 A froward heart shall depart from me: 
I will not ? know a wicked person. 

5 Whoso privily slandereth his neigh- 
bor, him will I cut off: him that hath a 
high look and a proud heart will not I 
suffer. 

6 Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful 
of the land, that they may dwell with 
me: he that walketh tin a perfect way, 
he shall serve me. 

7 He that worketh deceit shall not dwell 
within my house: he that telleth 4hes 
shall not #tarry in my sight. 

8 I twill early destroy all the wicked 
of the land; that I may cut off all wicked 
doers from the city of the Lorn. 





a Deut. 28:58. b Job 36:5-7. ¢1 Ch 28:2. * Or, it. d Ex.15: 25; 
1Sam. 7:9. e Ex. 33:9. f Psa. 89:33; Jer. 33:25, 26. g Psa. 2:6. 
t Or, thanksgiving ; Psa. 145, title. t Heb. the earth. h Psa. 149: 2. 
@ Or, his we are. i Isa.63:19. j Ezek. 34:11, etc.; 1 Pet. 2: 265. 


k Psa. 65:1; Isa. 35:10. || Heb. generationand generation; Psa. 
89:1. 11Sam. 18:14. m1 Kings, 9:4. 0 Isa.33:15. * Heb. thing 
of Belial. o Psa. 125:5, pl Cor. 15:33, f Or, perfect in the way ; 
Psa. 119:1. q Rev. 21:27. $ Heb. be established. ¥ Jer. 21:12. 





3. Name ; to praise God’s name, is to praise his 
infinite perfections as manifested to men; all these 
his name comprehends. 

5. His footstool; his earthly tabernacle. 1Chr. 


6. Moses—among his priests; Moses was of 
the family which God selected for the priesthood, 
and in the institution of the Jewish ritual he per- 
formed some priestly functions, as that of conse- 
crating Aaron and his sons with sacrifices. Lev. 
chap. 8. 

8. Inventions; sinful deeds, as that of making 
the golden calf. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. The holiness of God forms a just ground for 
loving, worshipping, and obeying him. Ver. 5, 9. 

4, All God’s attributes are in harmony with each 
other. His omnipotence is the omnipotence of in- 
finite righteousness. 

6. Jehovah has in every age been a prayer-hear- 
ing God, and all who call upon him in spirit and in 
truth receive a gracious answer. 

8. Though Jehovah forgives the penitent, he often 
chastises them for their sins. 


PSALM C. 
sat vad ~ ; men must not preind themselves 
e glory of their own powers, or privileges. 
4. is gates; the place in which he is wor- 


shipped. 








INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. As the Lord is good to all, all should unite in 
praising and adoring him. 

3. The grace of God is the cause of all the dis- 
tinctions among the children of men, whereby one 
has richer blessings and is more favored than an- 
other. 

5. Jehovah is the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever: none who put their trust in him will be dis- 
appointed. 

PSALM CI. 

1. Mercy and judgment; God’s mercy and 
judgment in exalting David’s family to the throne 
in the place of Saul’s. The psalmist then proceeds 
to show how he will execute his high office. 

2. Come unto me; as my helper in the discharge 
of my duties. He is conscious that he cannot ex- 
ecute his good intentions without God’s aid. 

4. Know; regard with favor. 

6. The faithful of the land; men who are 
trustworthy, and can be relied on to do their duty. 
Dwell with me; as my servants. 

8, Early ; literally, morning by morning, that 
is, with promptness and vigilance. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. They whom God has exalted to high stations, 
should ascribe to him the praise of all their influ- 
ence and opportunities to do good. y 

2. Pious rulers will endeavor, both in the family 
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Prayer of the afflicted. 
PSALM CII. 


1 The prophet in his prayer maketh a grievous com- 
plaint. 12 He taketh comfort in the eternity and 
mercy of God. 18 The mercies of God are to be re- 
corded. 23 He sustaineth his weakness by the un- 
changeableness of God. 


9] A Prayer “of the afflicted, when* he is overwhelmed, 
and *poureth out his complaint before the Lord. 
EAR ‘my prayer, O Lorp, and let 

_ my ery come unto thee. 

2 Hide “not thy face from me in the day 
when I am in trouble; incline thine ear 
unto me: in the day when I call answer 
me speedily. 

3 For my days are consumed *like smoke, 
and my bones are burned as a hearth. 

4 My heart is smitten, and withered 
like grass; so that I forget to eat my 
bread. 

5 By reason of the voice of my groan- 
ing my bones cleave to my tskin. 

6 I am like a pelican of the wilderness: 
[ am like an owl of the desert. 

7 I watch, and am as a sparrow alone 
upon the house-top. 

8 Mine enemies reproach me all the 
day; and they that are mad against me 
are °sworn against me. 

9 For I have eaten ashes like bread, 
and mingled my drink with weeping. 

10 Because of thine indignation and 
thy wrath: for ‘thou hast lifted me up, 
and cast me down. 

11 My days are like-a shadow that de- 
clineth; and I am withered like " grass. 

12 Butithou, O Lorn, shalt endure for 
ever; and thy remembrance unto all 
senerations. 

13 Thou shalt arise, and have mercy 
upon Zion: for the /time to favor her, 
yea, the ‘set time, 1s come. 


PSALM Cll. 


The mercies of God. 


14 For thy servants take pleasure in 
her stones, and favor the dust thereof. 

15 So the heathen shall fear the name 
of the Lorn, and all the’ kings of the 
earth thy glory. 

16 When the Lorp shall build up Zion, 
he shall appear in his glory. 

17 He 'will regard the prayer of the 
destitute, and not despise their prayer. 

18 This ™shall be written for the genera- 
tion to come: and the people which shall 
be created shall praise the Lorp. 

19 For he hath looked down from the 
height of his sanctuary; from heaven 
did the Lorp behold the earth ; 

20 To “hear the groaning of the pris- 
oner; to loose ? those that are appointed 
to death ; 

21 To °declare the name of the Lorp 
in Zion, and his praise in Jerusalem ; 

22 When the people are gathered to- 


gether, and the kingdoms, to serve the . 


Lorp. 

23 He S weakened my strength in the 
way; he shortened my days. 

24 IP said, O my God, take me not away 
in the midst of my days: thy years are 
throughout all generations. 

25 Of Yold hast thou laid the founda- 
tions of the earth: and the heavens are 
the work of thy hands. 

26 They shall perish, but thou shalt 
endure :'| yea, all of them shall wax old 
like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou 
change them, and they shall be changed: 

27 But ‘thou art the same, and thy 
years shall have no end. | 

28 The children of thy servants shal] 
continue, and their seed shall be estab- 
lished before thee. 





* Or, for. a Psa. 61:2. b Psa.62:8. c Psa. 145: 19. d Isa. 43:2; 
1 Cor. 10:13, * Or, as some read, into. f Or, flesh. e Acts 23: 12. 
Psa; 3007. ve-ccl.6. Lz, James 1:10. i Lam, 5:19. j Isa. 
60:1, etc.; Zech. 1:12,13. k Isa. 40:2. 1 Neh. i:6,11; 2:1-8 


m Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor. 10:11. no Psa. 146:7. Heb. the children 
of death. 01 Pet.e2:9. 4 Heb. afflicted. p Psa. 39:13; Isa. 38: 10, 
q Heb.1: 10-12. || Heb. stand. r Mal. 3:6; Heb. 13:8. 





and in public life, to set a holy example which may 
be safely and usefully followed by all. 
6. Righteous magistrates will choose only the 
good and faithful for their councillors and helpers. 
8. It is the aim of every good ruler to favor right- 
eousness and put down iniquity. 


PSALM CII. 


Title. The affliction which exhausts the psalmist’s 
strength and threatens to shorten his days, is not sim- 
ply personal suffering from sickness, but suffering 
which he shares in common with Zion; and which is 
caused, in part at least, by the reproaches that he en- 
dures for her sake. This explains why he connects his 
own restoration with the enlargement of God’s people. 

3. Burned ; with inward heat. 

5. My bones cleave to my skin; a description 
of extreme emaciation. 

6. Like an owl ; that dwells in desolate places. 

10. Lifted me up, and cast me down ; lifted 
me up from the ground, that thou mightest dash 
me against it. 

11. Declineth ; is stretched out at evening, a sign 
that it is soon to disappear in the darkness of night. 
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14. Take pleasure in her stones ; an affection- 
ate interest in Zion, even in her desolations. 

15. So; as the effect of God’s having merc 
upon Zion. : 

20. Those that are appointed to death; the 
prisoners whom their cnemies had appointed to 
death. These words have their highest fulfilment 
in the redemption which Christ brings to men from 
the pits he iege of sin and death eternal; and 
to him, as one with the Father, this psalm is ap- 
plied in the New Testament. Heb. 1: 10-12. 

27. Thou art the same; the unchangeable God. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Prayer is the unfailing resource of God’s peo- 
ple in trouble, and by it they obtain from God the 
support and comfort which they need. 

10. Trials as well as mercies come from God, and 
his hand is to be acknowledged in both. 

14. Zion is dear to the friends of God, and when 
they truly mourn her low estate, the time of her 
deliverance is near. 

15. The prosperity of the church glorifies God 


and brings salvation to men. 
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Exhortation to bless 
| PSALM OIII. 


1 An exhortation to bless God for his mercy, 15 and 
for the constancy thereof. 


» 9 A Psalm of David. 
LESS the Lorp, O my soul: and all 
that is within me, bless his holy name. 

2 Bless the Lorp, O my soul, and for- 
get not all his benefits: 

3 Who *forgiveth all thine iniquities ; 
who "healeth all thy diseases ; 

4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruc- 
tion, who crowneth thee with loving- 
kindness and tender mercies; 

5 Who satisfieth thy motith with good 
things; so that thy youth is *renewed 
like the eagle’s. 

6 The Lorp executeth righteousness and 
judgment for all that are oppressed. 

7 He made known his ways unto Moses, 
his acts unto the children of Israel. 

8 The Lorp ts merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and *plenteous in mercy. 

9 He ¢will not always chide: neither 
will he keep his anger for ever. . 

10 He hath not dealt with us after our 
sins; nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities. ! 

11 For tas the heaven is high above the 


earth, so great is his mercy toward them | . 


that fear him. 

12 As far as the east is from the west, 
so far hath he * removed our transgressions 
from us. 

13 Like as a father pitieth his children, 
so the Lorp pitieth them that fear him. 

14 For he knoweth our frame; he re- 
membereth that we are ‘dust. 

15 As for man, his days are as grass: 
as £a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 


PSALM CIV. 


God for his mercy. 


16 For the wind passeth over it, and it 
is #gone; and the ® place thereof shall 
know it no more. 

17 But the mercy of the Lorp zs from 
everlasting to everlasting upon them that 
fear him, and his righteousness unto chil- 
dren’s children ; 

18 To ‘such as keep his covenant, and 
to those that remember his commandments 
to do them. 

19 The Lorp hath prepared jhis throne 
in the heavens; and his * kingdom ruleth 
over all. 

20 Bless the Lor», ye his angels, § that 
excel in 'strength, that do his command- 
ments, hearkening unto the voice of his 
word. 

21 Bless ye the Lorp, all ye his hosts; 
ye "ministers of his, that do his pleasure. 

22 Bless the Lorp, "all his works in al! 
places of his dominion: bless the Lorn, 
O my soul. 


PSALM CIV. 


1 A meditation upon the mighty power, 7 and wonder- 
ful providence of God. 381 God’s glory is eternal. 
33 The prophet voweth perpetually to praise God. 


LESS the Lorp, O my soul. O Lorp 
my God, °thou art very great; thou 
art clothed with honor and majesty: 

2 Who coverest thyself with Plight as 
with a garment: who ‘stretchest out the 
heavens like a curtain: 

3 Who ‘layeth the beams of his cham- 
bers in the waters: who maketh the 
clouds* his chariot: who twalketh upon 
the wings of the wind: 

4 Who "maketh his angels spirits; his 
ministers a flaming Y fire: 








a Mat. 9: 2-6; Eph.1:7. » Ex. 15:26. ¢ Isa. 40:31. * Heb. great 
of. 4 Isa. 57:16; Mic. 7:18,19. ft Heb. according to the height of 
heaven. e Jer.50:20. fGen. 3:19. g Isa. 40:6-8; James1: 10, 
ll. $Heb. not. bh Job20:9. iEx. 20:6; Deut.7:9. j Psa.ll:4. 


k Dan. 4:34,35. @ Heb. mighty in. 1Joel2:11. m Dan. 7:10; 
Heb. 1:14. mu Psa. 145:10. o Rev.1:13, ete. p Dan. 7:9;1Tim. 
6:16. q Isa.40:22, r Amos9:6. 8 Isa.19:1. ¢t Psa. 18:10. 
u Heb.1:7. v2 Kings, 2: 11; 6:17. 





18. It is God’s design that his dealings with his 
people in one age, should be recorded for the admo- 
nition and encouragement of all coming generations. 

22. God is moved with compassion in view of the 
sorrows which sin has brought upon the human 
race, and he will one day break the yoke of Satan 
and set the world free from his dominion. Then his 
service shall be the joyful employment of all men. 

28. The unchangeableness of God insures the 
fulfilment of all his promises, and will perpetuate 
the blessings of his people for ever. 


PSALM CII. 

5. Is renewed like the eagle's; thou art made 
vigorous and active, like the eagle in old age. 

7. His ways ; his ways of dealing with his people. 

9. Chide; rebuke and chasten. 

14. Are dust ; weak, frail, and of short contin- 
uance. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. The benefits which God bestows are daily 
renewed, and should be acknowledged with daily 
thanksgiving. 

10. Should the Lord deal with us according to 
our sins and reward us according to our iniquities, 
all our blessings would be taken from us, and our 





souls be visited with indignation and wrath, tribu- 
lation and anguish for ever. 

15. The uncertainty and shortness of human life 
should lead us to place our affections on things 
above, and seek the durable riches and righteous- 
ness which shall never pass away. 

17. We must soon disappear and be known no 
more among men; but God’s mercy and grace to 
his church shall endure for ever, and through her 
ministrations a multitude which no man can num- 
ber shall be fitted for glory everlasting. 

19. The government of God extends over all the 
works of his hands; nothing is so high as to be 
above his control, or so small and obscure as to es- 
cape his notice. 

22. Since all places of God’s dominion are full 
of his glorious power and goodness, they ought to 
be filled with his praises. 

PSALM CIV. 

2. Light; the emblem of knowledge, truth, 
wisdom, purity, and blessedness. 

3. In the waters; the waters above, that con- 
stitute the clouds. 

4. Angels—ministers ; messengers and servants 
to execute his will. 

735 


The power and 


5 Who* laid the foundations of the 
earth, that it should not be removed for 
ever. 

6 Thou *coveredst it with the deep as 
with a garment: the waters stood above 
the mountains. 

7 At» thy rebuke they fled; at the voice 
of thy thunder they hasted away. 

8 Theyt go up by the mountains; they, 
go down by the valleys unto the place 
which thou hast founded for them. | 

9 Thou ‘hast set a bound that they may 
not pass over; that they turn not again 
to cover the earth. 

10 He# sendeth the springs into the val- 
leys, which ‘run among the hills. 

11 They give drink to every beast of 
the field: the wild asses || quench their 
thirst. 

12 By them shall the fowls of the heaven 
have their habitation, which *sing among 
the branches. 

13 He watereth the hills from his cham- 
bers: the earth is satisfied with the fruit 
of thy works. 

14 He causeth the grass to grow for the 
cattle, and herb for the service of man: 
that he may bring forth food out of the 
earth ; 

15 And*wine that maketh glad the heart 
of man, and t oil to make his face to shine, 
and bread which strengtheneth man’s 
heart. 

16 The trees of the Lorp are full of 
sap; the cedars of Lebanon, which he 
hath planted ; 

17 Where the birds make their nests: 
as for the stork, the fir-trees are her house. 

18 The high hills are a refuge for the 
wild goats; and the rocks for the conies. 

19 He appointed the moon for seasons: 
the sun knoweth his going down. 

20 Thou makest darkness, and it is night: 





PSALM CIV. 


glory of God. 


wherein all the beasts *of the forest do 
creep forth. 

21 The young flions roar after their 
prey, and seek their meat from God. 

22 The sun ariseth, they gather them- 
selves together, and lay them down in 
their dens. 

23 Man £ goeth forth unto his work and 
to his labor until the evening. 

24 OLorp, how manifold are thy works! 
in » wisdom hast thou made them all: the 
earth is full of thy riches. 

25 Sois this great and! wide sea, where- 
in are things creeping innumerable, both 
small and great beasts. 

26 There go theships: there is that levia- 
than, whom thou hast /made to play therein. 

27 These wait all upon thee; that thou 
mayest give them their meat in due season. 

28 That thou givest them they gather: 
thou *openest thy hand, they are filled 
with good. 

29 Thou hidest thy face, they are troub- 
led: thou takest away their breath, they 
die, and return to their dust. 

30 Thou !sendest forth thy Spirit, they 
are created: and thou renewest the face 
of the earth. 

31 The glory of the Lorp shall |! endure 
for ever: the Lorp shall ™rejoice in his 
works. 

32 He looketh on the earth, and it 
trembleth:" he toucheth the hills, and 
they °smoke. 

33 I will sing unto the Lorp as long as 
I live: I will sing praise to my God while 
I have my being. 

34 My Pmeditation of him shall be 
sweet: I will be 4glad in the Lorp. 

35 Let ‘the sinners be consumed out of 
the earth, and let the * wicked be no more. 
Bless thou the Lorp,O my soul. Praise 
ye the Lorp. 





* Heb. He hath founded the earth upon her bases. a Gen. 7:19. 
bGen 8: 1-5. ¢ Or, The mountains ascend, the vallies descend. ¢ Job 
38:10, 11. | Heb. Who. 4 Heb. walk. || Heb. break. * Heb. givea 
voice. 4 Prov. 31:6,7. + Heb. to make his face shine with oil, or 
e Psa. 92: 12. 


more than oil. £ Heb. thereof do trample on the 


forest. £ Job 38:39. g Gen, 3:19. .h Prov. 3:19. i Psa. 95:5. 
jJob4l:l,ete. % Heb. formed. k Psa.145:16. 1 Isa. 32:14, 15; 
Ezek.37:9. || Heb. be. m Gen.1:31; Isa. 62:5, mo Hab. 3:10. 
o Ex. 19:18. p Psa. 63:5, 6. 4 Psa. 32:11; Hab. 3:17,18. r Prov. 
2:22, 8 Psa.l:4. 





6. The waters stood above the mountains ; 

at the creation and at the deluge. 
They ; the waters. 

13. His chambers; the clouds and air above. 
Satisfied ; abundantly supplied, and made fruitful. 

16. Trees of the Lord; of God’s own planting. 

19. The sun knoweth ; is regular and exact in 
all his motions. | 

21. Seek their meat from God; are dependent 
upon him, and are supported by his care. 

24. Thy riches; the products of thy power and 
kindness. 

27. These wait all upon thee; look to thee for 
the te of their wants. 

30. Thy Spirit ; the author of natural and spir- 
itual life. : 

32. It trembleth ; before the power of God, as in 
volcanoes, earthquakes, and tempests. They smoke ; 





as mount Sinai at the giving of the law. 
3 


35. Let the sinners be consumed ; punished ac- 

cording to their deserts. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. The perfections of God as displayed in the 
works of his hands, call for the united and unceas- 
ing praises of all intelligent creatures, and will be 
the theme of adoring gratitude for ever. 

8. The sources and supply of water with which the 
earth abounds, are a manifestation of the wisdom, 

oodness, and power of God, which calls for the grate- 
ul and devout acknowledgments of all his people. 

14. The daily food and constant support of all 
creatures comes from God. He openeth his hand 
and supplieth the wants of every living thing. 

19. 4 the control and order of the elements and 
of the heavenly bodies, and in the instincts of ani- 
mals which adapt them to the use and service of 
man, God shows his wisdom, power, and love, and 
lays men under special obligations to praise him. 








ee 
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God’s providence 
PSALM CV. 


1 An exhortation to praise God, and to seek out his 
works. 7 The story of God’s providence over Abra- 
ham, 16 over Joseph, 23 over Jacob in Egypt, 26 
over Moses delivering the Israelites, 37 over the Is- 
raelites brought out of Egypt, fed in the wilderness, 
and planted in Canaan. 


H *give thanks unto the Lorp; call 
upon his name: °make known his 
deeds among the people. 

2 Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: 
talk ye of all his wondrous works. 

3 Glory ye in his holy name: let the 
heart of them rejoice that seek the Lorp. 

4 Seek *‘the Lorn, and his strength: 
seek? his face evermore. 

5 Remember his marvellous works that 
he hath done; his wonders, and the judg- 
ments of his mouth; 

6 O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye 
children of Jacob his chosen. 

7 He is the Lorp our God: °his judg- 
ments are in all the earth. 

8 He ‘hath remembered his covenant 
for ever, the word which he commanded 
to a thousand generations. 

9 Which covenant he made with & Abra- 
ham, and his oath unto "Isaac ; 

10 And confirmed the same unto ‘Jacob 
for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting 
covenant: 

11 Saying, Unto thee will I give the land 
of Canaan, the * lot of your inheritance: 

12 When they were but a few/ men in 
number; yea, very few, and strangers 
in it. 

13 When they went from one nation to 
another, from one kingdom to another 
people ; 

14 Hesuffered no man todothem wrong: 
yea, he reproved kings for their sakes ; | 

15 Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and | 
do my prophets no harm. 


PSALM CV. 


over his people. 


17 He ™sent a man before them, even 
Joseph, who was sold for a "servant: 

18 Whose feet they hurt with fetters: 
he + was laid in iron: 

19 Until the time that his word came: 
‘the word of the Lorp tried him. 

20 The °king sent and loosed him; even 
the ruler of the people, and let him go 
free. 

21 He made him lord of his house, and 
ruler of all his # substance: 

22 To bind his princes at his pleasure ; 
and teach his senators wisdom. 

23 Israel Palso came into Egypt; and 
Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. 

24 And “he increased his people greatly ; 
and made them stronger than their ene- 
mies, 

25 He turned their heart to hate his 
people, to deal subtilely with his servants. 

26 He sent "Moses his servant; and 
Auron whom he had chosen. 

27 They showed his * signs among them, 
and wonders in the land of Ham. 

28 He sent ‘darkness, and made it dark; 
and they rebelled not against his word. 

29 He turned their "waters into blood, 
and slew their fish. 

30 Their land brought forth ’ frogs in 
abundance, in the chambers of their 
kings. 

31 He spake, and there came divers 
sorts of flies, and lice in all their coasts. 

32 He gave |ithem *hail for rain, and 
flaming fire in their land. 

33 He smote their vines also and their fig- 
trees ; and brake the trees of their coasts. 

34 He spake, and the ¥ locusts came, and 
caterpillars, and that without number, 

35 And did eat up all the herbs in their 
land, and devoured the fruit of their 
ground. 





16 Moreover ‘he called for a famine 
upon the land: he brake the whole ' staff 
of bread. 


a1 Chron. 16: 8-22. » Isa. 12:4, d Psa. 27: 8. 
e Isa. 26:9. fLuke1:73. g Gen, 17:2. bh Gen. 26:3. i Gen, 
28:13-15. *Heb. cord. j Deut.7:7. k Gen. 41:54. 1Isa,3:1. 
wm Gen, 45:5, Gen. 39:1, 20, f Heb. his soul came into. o Gen. 
41:14, 40. $ Heb. possession, p Gen. 46:6,7. 4 Ex. 1:7, etc, 





ce Amos 5: 4, 6. 


36 He smote also all the ” first-born in 
‘their land, the *chief of all their strength. 
37 He > brought them forth also with 


r Ex. 4:12, etc. 4 Heb. words of his signs. 8 Ex. ch. 7-12. t Ex. 
10: 21-23, u Ex. 7: 20,21. v Ex. 8:5,6. w Ex. 8:17, 24. || Heb. 
x Ex. 9:23-25, y Ex. 10:12-14. 2 Ex. 12:29. 
b Ex. 12: 35. 


| 
| 





their rain hail. 
a Gen. 49:3. 





31. The works of the Lord are perfect and glo- 
rious, and a source of joy, not only to his people, but 
to himself. All his works praise him, and his saints 
bless him. 

35. The same glorious attributes of God which 
have furnished the world to be a residence for man, 
and provided so richly for the wants of all its in- 
habitants, will be manifested in the destruction of 
the wicked who oppose themselves to his righteous 
government. 


PSALM CV. 


This psalm contains an enumeration of God’s 
wonderful dealings in behalf of his le, from 
Abraham till their settlement in the fant ol Canaan. 
The first fifteen verses of it occur in the psalm 


sung on the removal of the ark to mount Zion, 
1 Chron. 16 : 8-22. 

1. His deeds; especially those which he wrought 
in the deliverance of his people from Egypt. 

8. His covenant ; in which he promised to give 
to the seed of Abraham the land of Canaan. 

14. Reproved kings ; Gen. 12:17; 20:6, 7. 

15. Mine anointed ; set apart, endowed with 
special gifts to qualify them for their office. Proph- 
ets; Gen. 20:7 

16. Bra 
of support. 

23. The land of Ham; E 
peopled with the descendants of 
sons of Noah. 

28. They; Moses and Aaron. 


ke the whole staff ; cut off the means 


t, which was 
am, one of the 
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Prayer for mercy. 


silver and gold: and there was not one 
feeble person among their tribes. 

38 Egypt * was glad when they depart- 
ed: for the fear of them fell upon them. 

39 He spread a cloud for a covering; 
and fire to give light in the night. 1 

40 The people “asked, and he brought 
quails,’ and satisfied them with the bread 
of heaven. . 

41 He °*opened the rock, and the waters 
gushed out; they ran in the dry places 
like a river. 

42 For he remembered his holy f prom- 
ise, and Abraham his servant. 

43 And he brought forth his people with 
joy, and his chosen with *gladness : 

44 And gave them the lands of the 
heathen: and they inherited the labor of 
the people ; 

45 That "they might observe his stat- 
utes, and keep his laws. + Praise ye the 
Lorp. 

PSALM CVI. 


The psalmist exhorteth to praise God. 4 He prayeth 
for pardon of sin, as God did with the fathers. 7 The 
story of the people’s rebellion, and God’s mercy. 
47 He concludeth with prayer and praise. 


RAISE? ye the Lorp. Oh igive 
thanks unto the Lorn; for he ts good: 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

2 Whojcan utter the mighty acts of the 
Lorp ? who ean show forth all his praise ? 

3 Blessed ‘are they that keep judgment, 
and he that doeth righteousness at all 
times.! 

4 Remember “me, O Lorn, with the 
favor that thou bearest unto thy people: 
oh visit me with thy salvation ; 

5 That I may see the good of thy " cho- 
sen, that | may rejoice in the ° gladness 


ry 


PSALM CVI. 


Israel's rebellion. 


of thy nation, that I may glory with thine 
inheritance.? 

6 We “have sinned with our fathers, 
we have committed iniquity, we have 
done wickedly. 

7 Our fathers understood not thy won- 
ders in Egypt; they remembered not the 
multitude of thy mercies; but * provoked 
him at the sea, even at the Red sea. 

8 Nevertheless he saved them * for his 
name’s sake, that the might make his 
mighty power to be known. 

9 He "rebuked the Red sea also, and it 
was dried up: so he led them through 
the depths, as through the wilderness. 

10 And he saved them from the hand 
of him that hated them, and redeemed 
them from the hand of the enemy. 

11 And the ‘waters covered their ene- 
mies: there was not one of them left. 

12 Then believed they his words; they 
sang” his praise. 

13 They {soon * forgat his works; they 
waited not for: his counsel : 

14 But |! lusted ¥ exceedingly in the wil- 
derness, and tempted God in the desert. 

15 And he gave them their request; 
but sent 7leanness into their soul. 

16 They *envied Moses also in the 
camp, and Aaron the saint of the Lorn. 

17 The earth opened and swallowed up 
Dathan, and covered the company of 
Abiram. 

18 And a fire was kindled in their com- 
pany; the flame burned up the wicked. 

19 They made a calf in Horeb, and 
worshipped the molten image. 

20 Thus *they changed their glory into 
the similitude of an ox that eateth grass. 





a Ex, 12:33. b Ex, 19:21; Neh.9:19. “c Paa, 78218... dx. 
16:13,14, e Ex.17:6; Num. 20:11; 1Cor. 10:4. f Gen. 15: 14. 
* Heb. singing. g Josh. 21:43. bh Deut. 4:1, 49; 6:21, 25. ¢ Heb. 
Hatlelujah. { Heb. Hallelujah. i1 Chron, 16:34. J Psa. 40:5, 
k Psa. 15:2. 1 Gal. 6:9. m Psa. 119:132, mn Eph. 1:4. © Isa. 


35:10; John16:22, pEph.1:18. q Dan.9:5. r Ex. 14:11, 12. 
s Ezek. 20:14. t Ex. 9:16. u Ex. 14:21, etc. v Ex. 15:5. w Ex. 
15:1, etc. 8 Heb. made haste, they forgat. x Ex. ch. 15-17. || Heb. 
lusted a lust. y Num. 11: 4, 33; Psa. 78:18. z Isa. 10:16. a Num. 
16:1, ete. b Ex. 32:4. ¢ Jer. 2:11. 





38. The fear of them; the Israelites. 
them; the Egyptians. 

40. The bread of heaven ; given miraculously 
from above. 

42. His holy promise; to give their descend- 
ants the land of Canaan. 

Ad. The labor of the people; the riches accu- 
mulated by their labor. Deut. 6:10,11. 

45. Hts statutes ; the laws and ordinances which 
he enacted for their benefit. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. The Lord is the source of all excellence and 
bliss, and those who seek him as their chief good 
have cause for perpetual gladness and joy. 

10. Jehovah is unchangeable, and when the word 
hath gone out of his mouth it standeth for ever. 
Heaven and earth may pass away, but his word will 
never pass away. 

17. God raises up deliverers for his people, such 
as from time to time they need, and sends them to 
fulfil his promises and accomplish his purposes of 
love and mercy to his chosen. 

25. The condition of nations as well as of indi- 
viduals, is og by the Lord; he sends prosperity 
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Upon 





or adversity according to his infinitely wise and 
good pleasure, and as will promote his own glory 
and the good of his people. 

37. When God would fulfil his purposes of love 
and mercy, it is vain for men to oppose him. They 
may destroy themselves, but they cannot withstand 
the power of God. 

44. The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness there- 
of, and when he takes any part of it away from one 
people on account of their sins, and gives it to an- 
other, he wrongs no one, but does what he will with 


his own. 
PSALM CVI. 

This psalm differs from the preceding in being 
principally occupied with an enumeration of the 
sins of God’s people. , 

7. Understood not ; did not appreciate or duly 
consider. 

8. Hisname’s sake ; the display of his perfections, 

9. The depths; the depths of the sea. 

14. Lusted ; desired meat. 

20.+Their glory ; tor Jehovah their real glory 
they substituted a calf, the Egyptian idol, a shame 
to all who worshipped it. 
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Israel’s rebellion 


21 They forgat God their saviour, 
which had done great things in Egypt; 

22 Wondrous works in the land of Ham, 

and terrible things by the Red sea. 
_ 23 Therefore *he said that he would 
destroy them, had not Moses his chosen 
stood before him in the breach, to turn 
away his wrath, lest he should destroy 
them. 

24 Yea, they despised *the pleasant 
land, they believed not his word: 

25 But murmured in their tents, and 
hearkened not unto the voice of the Lorn. 

26 Therefore he lifted up his hand 
against them, to overthrow them in the 
wilderness : 

27 To toverthrow their seed also among 
the nations, and to scatter them in the 
lands. 

28 They ‘joined themselves also unto 
Baal-peor, and ate the sacrifices of the 
dead. 

29 Thus they provoked him to anger 
with their inventions: and the plague 
brake in upon them. 

30 Then stood up Phinehas, and exe- 
cuted judgment: and so the plague was 
stayed. 

31 And that was counted unto him for 
righteousness unto all generations for 
evermore. 

32 They ‘angered him also at the wa- 
ters of strife, so that it went ill with 
Moses for their sakes: 

33 Because they provoked his spirit, so 
that he spake unadvisedly with his lips. 

34 They ‘did not destroy the nations, con- 
cerning whom the Lorn commanded them: 

35 But were mingled among the hea- 
then, and learned their works. 


PSALM CVI. 


and God’s mercy. 


36 And ‘they served their idols: which 
were a snare unto them. 

37 Yea, they %sacrificed their sons and 
their daughters unto devils, 

38 And shed innocent blood, even the 
blood of their sons and of their daugh- 
ters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols 
of Canaan: and the * land was polluted 
with blood. 

39 Thus were they idefiled with their 
own works, and went a/whoring with 
their own inventions. 

40 Therefore ‘was the wrath of the 
Lorp kindled against his people, inso- 
much that he 'abhorred his own inheri- 
tance. 

41 And he gave them into the hand of 
the heathen; and they that hated them 
ruled over them. 

42 Their enemies also oppressed them, 
and they were brought into subjection 
under their hand. 

43 Many times did he deliver them; but 
they provoked Aim with their counsel, 
and were # brought low for their iniquity. 

44 Nevertheless ™he regarded their af- 
fliction, when he heard their ery: 

45 And he remembered for them his 
covenant, and repented according to the 
multitude of his mercies. 

46 He made them also to be "pitied of 
all those that carried them captives. 

47 Save °us, O Lorp our God, and 
gather us from among the heathen, to 
give thanks unto thy holy name, and to 
triumph in thy praise. 

48 Blessed P be the Lorp God of Israel 
from everlasting to everlasting: and let 
all the people say, Amen. $Praise ye 
the Lorp. 





a Ezek, 20:13. * Heb. aland of desire. » Deut.8:7. ft Heb. 
make them fall. ¢ Num, 25:2,etc. ¢ Num, 20:3,etc. e Judy. 
1:21, ete. f Judg. 2:3, ete. g Ezek. 16:20. h Num, 35: 33. i Ezek. 
20:18, j Lev.17:7; Jer.3:6-9. k Judg.2:14,etc.; Neh. 9:27. 





23. Stood before him in the breach ; as a sol- 
dier stands in the breach to keep back the enemy. 
The reference is to Moses’ intercessory prayer to 
prevent the destruction of Israel, Ex. 32: 30-34. 

24. Despised the pleasant land ; upon the re- 
turn of the spies. Mam. 14: 1-5. 

. Baal-peor ; one of the idol gods of Moab. 
The dead ; dead idols as opposed to the living God. 

30. Executed judgment ; punished the trans- 
gressors. 

37. Devils; demons, “ unclean spirits,” such as 
the idols of the heathen represented. 1 Cor. 10:20. 

45. His covenant ; which he made with Abra- 
ham, to give his posterity the land of Canaan. 

48. Amen ; so be it, or letitbe. This doxology 
marks the close of the fourth book into which the 
Psalms were anciently divided. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. Whatever may be the state of the wicked, it 
will be well with those who fear the Lord and de- 
light themselves in his commandments. 

8. God deals with his people not according to 
their deserts, but according to the greatness of his 
mercy in Jesus Christ. 


” 





etc.; Psa. 78: 59. | Lam, 2 :7. +t Or, impoverished, or weakened. 
m Lev, 26: 40-42. no Ezra 9:9. ©1 Chron. 16:35. p Psa. 41: 13. 
4 Heb. Hallelujah, 





11. In the end men will return, and see the dif- 
ference between the righteous and the wicked; be- 
tween him that serveth God and him that serveth 
him not. 

15. What wicked men desire, God may give them 
in anger as well as in mercy; his gifts may be per- 
verted or abused to bring leanness into the soul. 

20. No absurdity, wickedness, or folly is so great 
that wicked men, when left to themselves, may not 
fall into it. 

26. The wickedness of men is the cause of their 
calamities, and God in this life punishes men less 
than their iniquities deserve. 

33. The most meek and patient of men may be 
rovoked to feel, speak,and act wrong, so as to 
ring distress upon themselves and others. 

39. Men are prone to follow their own inventions, 

rather than the revealed will of God. 

45. The covenant of God standeth sure, and 
though men may despise its blessings God remem- 
bers it, and in due time will fulfil all its promises. 

48. All the hope of God’s people is in him, and 
it is for his glory that their hope in his mercy and 
grace should not be disappointed. ie 

7 


God’s providence over 


PSALM CVII. 


1 The psalmist exhorteth the redeemed, in praising 
God, to observe his manifold providence, 4 over trav- 
ellers, 10 over captives, 17 over sick men, 23 over 
seamen, 33 and in divers varieties of life. 


H give thanks unto the Lorp, for he is 
good :* for his mercy endureth for ever. 

2 Let the redeemed of the Lorp say so, 
whom he hath » redeemed from the hand 
of the enemy; 

3 And ¢* gathered them out of the lands, 
from the east, and from the west, from 
the north, and from the *south. 

4 They wandered in the ‘wilderness 
in a solitary way; they found no city to 
dwell in. 

5 Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted 
in them. 

6 Then *they cried unto the Lorp in 
their trouble, and he delivered them out 
of their distresses. 

7 And he led them forth by the fright 
way, that they might go to a city of hab- 
itation. 

8 Oh that men would praise the Lorp 
for his goodness, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men! 

9 For £he satisfieth the longing soul, 
and filleth the hungry soul with goodness. 

10 Such as sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, being "bound in afflic- 
tion and iron; 

11 Because ithey rebelled against the 
words of God, and contemned the J/coun- 
sel of the Most High: 

12 Therefore he brought down their 
heart with labor; they fell down, and 
there was * none to help. 

13 Then they cried unto the Lorp in 
their trouble, and he saved them out of 
their distresses. 

14 He 'brought them out of darkness 
and the shadow of death, and brake their 
bands in sunder. 

15 Oh that men would praise the Lorp 
for his goodness, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men! 

16 For ™he hath broken the gates of 
brass, and cut the bars of iron in sunder. 

17 Fools, "because of their transgres- 
sion, and because of their iniquities, are 
afflicted. 


PSALM CVII. 


travellers, seamen, and others. 


18 Their soul abhorreth all manner of 
meat; and they draw near unto the gates 
of death. 

19 Then °they ery unto the Lorp in 
their trouble, and he saveth them out of 
their distresses. 

20 He sent his P word, and healed 
them,1 and delivered them from their 
destructions. 

21 Oh that men would praise the Lorp 
for his goodness, and for his wonderful 
works' to the children of men! 

22 And let them sacrifice the sacrifices 
of ‘thanksgiving, and declare his works 
with f rejoicing. 

23 They that go down to the sea in 
ships, that do business in great waters ; 

24 These see the works of the Lorn, 
and his wonders in the deep. 

25 For the commandeth, and # raiseth 
the stormy wind, which lifteth up the 
waves thereof. 

26 They mount up to the heaven, they 
go down again to the depths: their soul 
is melted "because of trouble. 

27 They reel to and fro, and stagger 
like a drunken man, and $are at their 
wit’s end. 

28 Then they ery unio the Lorp in 
their trouble, and he bringeth them out 
of their distresses. 

29 He Ymaketh the storm a calm, so 
that the waves thereof are still. 

30 Then are they glad because they be 
quiet ; so he bringeth them unto their de- 
sired haven. 

31 Oh that men would praise the Lorp 
for his goodness, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men! 

32 Let them exalt him also in the con- 
sregation of the people, and praise him in 
the assembly of the elders. 

33 He *turneth rivers into a wilder- 
ness, and the water-springs into dry 
ground ; 

34 A Yfruitful land into |! barrenness, 
for the wickedness of them that dwell 
therein. 

35 He *turneth the wilderness into a 
standing water, and dry ground into 
water-springs. 





a Psa. 119:68; Mat. 19:17. b Psa. 106:10. c Isa. 43:5,6; Ezek. 


' $9:25,etc. * Heb.sea, d Deut.32:10. ever. 13, 19,28; Psa. 50:15; 


Hos, 5:15. f Ezra 8:21; Isa. 30:21. g Luke 1: 53,79. h Job36: 8,9. 


i Lam. 3:42; 5:16,17. j Luke 7:30. k Job9:13. 1 Psa. 146:7. | 8 


m Isa. 45:2, n Psa, 38:3, 5. 0Job 33:19,etc. p 2 Kings, 20:4, 5; 


Mat. 8:8. q Psa. 30:2, 3. r Psa. 66:5. 8 Lev. 7:12; Heb, 13:15. 
} Heb. singing. t Jonah 1:4, etc. { Heb. maketh to stand. u Nah, 
2:10. % Heb. all their wisdom is swallowed up, V Psa. 89:9; Mat. 

2:26. w Psa.22:22; 66:16; 111:1. x1 Kings, 17:1,7. y Gen. 
13:10; 19:25. |] Heb. saltiness, 2 Psa. 114: 8; Isa. 41:18. 





PSALM CVII. 

The theme of this psalm is God’s goodness in de- 
livering the affiicted of various classes. It may 
have special reference to the restoration of God’s 

eople from captivity; but is manifestly designed 
or general application. 

3. Gathered them; from the lands in which 
they had been dispersed on account of their sins. 

10. Darkness and the shadow of death ; im- 
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prisoned in dark dungeons. Bound in affliction 
and iron ; afflicted by being bound in iron fetters ; 
referring to men whom God has given over to im- 
prisonment as a chastisement for their sins. 
_ 12. Labor; trouble. 
17. Fools; sinners. 
ness, verses 18, 20. 
33. Rivers into a wilderness ; the psalm closes 


Are afflicted; with sick- 





with God’s providential dealings with nations. 














David's praise to God. 


36 And there he maketh the hungry to 
dwell, that they may prepare a city for 
habitation ; 

37 And sow the fields, and plant vine- 
yards, which may yield fruits of increase. 

38 He blesseth them also, so that they 
are multiplied greatly ; and suffereth not 
their cattle to decrease. 

39 Again, they are *minished and 
brought low through oppression, afflic- 
tion, and sorrow. 

40 He "poureth contempt upon princes, 
and causeth them to wander in the *wil- 
derness, where there is no-way.  - 

41 Yet ‘°setteth he the poor on high 
fromt affliction, and maketh Aim families 
like a flock. 

42 The ‘righteous shall see zt, and re- 
joice : and all iniquity shall stop her mouth. 

43 Whoso is * wise, and will observe 
these things, even they shall understand 
the loving-kindness of the Lorp. 


PSALM CVIILI- 


1 David encourageth himself to praise God. 5 He 
prayeth for God’s assistance according to his promise. 
11 His confidence in God’s help. 


q A Song or Psalm of David. 
GOD, ‘ my heart is fixed; I will sing 
and give praise, even with my glory. 

2 Awake, psaltery and harp: I myself 
will awake early. 

3 I will praise thee, O Lorp, among the 
people: and I will sing praises unto thee 
among the nations. 

a2 Kings, 10:32. bJob12:21,24. * Or,void places. ¢1Sam. 


2:5-8; Psa. 113: 7-9. ¢ Heb. after. d Job 6:15, 16; 22:19, e Jer. 
9:12; Hos. 14:9. f Psa.57:7-1l. $ Or, skies. g Psa. 60: 5, etc. 








43. These things; the course of Providence. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. All deliverances should be acknowledged with 
devout thanksgiving; but they whom the Lord has 
redeemed from sin and death eternal, have the 
most abundant cause to bless him for his goodness 
and for his wonderful works to the children of men. 

11. Sin is the cause of all the troubles with which 
men are afflicted, and their deliverance from it is 
often designed by Jehovah in bringing calamities 
upon them. 

16. No calamities of men in this life are so great 
that the Lord cannot deliver them, even should they 
be like those of Manasseh in chains, or Daniel in 
the dungeon, or Jonah in the whale’s belly. 

22. The blessings which God bestows should be 
acknowledged with devout thanksgiving, and bind 
the soul in sweet and hearty obedience to his service. 

28. The deliverance of seamen and such as do 
business on the sea, should inspire them especially 
with a conviction of the goodness of God, their 
dependence on him, and their obligations to love 
and obey him. 

en may be glad without being grateful. 
and rejoice in the gift without giving glory to the 
iver. 

35. National, not less than individual prosperity 
depends upon God’s blessing, which will rest only 
upon the people who acknowledge his supremacy 
and obey his word. 

38. The increase of worldly substance and of the 


PSALM CIX. 





Confidence in God. 


4 For thy mercy is great above the 
heavens: and thy truth reacheth unto the 
clouds. ? 

5 Be thou exalted, O God, above the 
heavens: and thy glory above all the 
earth ; 

6 That §thy beloved may be delivered: 
save with thy right hand, and answer me. 

7 God hath spoken in his holiness; I 
will rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and 
mete out the valley of Succoth. 

8 Gilead ts mine; Manasseh is mine; 
Ephraim also is the strength of my head ; 
Judah® zs my lawgiver ; 

9 Moab ts my washpot; over Edom will 
I cast out my shoe; over Philistia will I 
triumph. 

10 Who will bring me into the strong 
city ? who will lead me into Edom? 

11 Wilt not thou, O God, who hast east 
us off? and wilt not thou, O God, go forth 
with our hosts? 

12 Give us help from trouble: for‘ vain 
is the help of man. 

13 Through! God we shall do valiantly : 
for ‘he zt ts that shall tread down our 
enemies. 


PSALM CIX. 


1 David, complaining of his slanderous enemies, under 
the person of Judas devoteth them. 16 He showeth 
their sin. 2L Complaining of his own misery, he 
prayeth for help. 29 He promiseth thankfulness. 


4 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 
‘OLD 'not thy peace, O God of my 
praise ;™ 


h Gen. 49:10. i Job 16:2 3 Isa. 2: 22. j 2 Chron. 20:12; Isa. 45: 24. 
k Rom. 16:20; 2 Cor. 2:14. 1 Psa. 83:1. m Jer. 17:14. 








comfort derived from it is of the Lord, and lays the 
possessor under increasing obligations to learn and 
do his will. 

43. A careful attention to the dealings of God 
with men, will show his loving-kindness and tender 
mercy to all who put their trust in him. 


PSALM CVIII. . 

This psalm is a combination, with some varia- 
tions, of Psa. 57: 7-11, and Psa. 60:5-12. See the 
notes on these passages. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The most exalted employment of the tongue 
is in singing God’s praises and showing forth his 
wondrous works. 

7. The providential dealings of God-in enlarg- 
ing a people, call for devout acknowledgment and 
thanksgiving. 

11. Prosperity and adversity are both the ser- 
vants of God. They go and come at his bidding, 
and accomplish his infinitely wise and benevolent 


designs. 
PSALM CIX. 

The full application of this psalm is to Christ. 
To David, as the earthly head of God’s people, act- 
ing in their behalf and persecuted for their sake, it 
had a real, but subordinate application. The im- 
precations which it contains were uttered by Da- 
vid in the full consciousness that he spoke by God’s 
Spirit. 2 Sam. 23:2; Acts2:30. They are the 
denunciation of God’s vengeance upon the perse- 
cutors of his people, whose cause David represented 
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The destruction of the 


2 For the mouth of the wicked and the 
mouth of *the deceitful tare opened 
against me: they have spoken against 
me with a “lying tongue. 

3 They compassed me about also with 
words of hatred; and fought against me 
without a cause. 

4 For my love they are my adversaries: 
but °I give myself unto prayer. 

5 And ‘they have rewarded me evil for 
good, and hatred for my love. 

6 Set thou a wicked man over him: and 
let # Satan stand at his right hand. 

7 When he shall be judged, let him $ be 
condemned: and let his * prayer become 
sin. 

8 Let his days be few; and let another 
take f his |! office. 

9 Let his children be &fatherless, and 
his wife a widow. 

10 Let his children be continually vaga- 
bonds, and beg: let them seek their bread 
also out of their desolate places. 

11 Let "the extortioner catch all that he 
hath ; and let the strangers spoil his labor. 

12 Let there be none to extend mercy 
unto him: neither let there be any to 
favor his fatherless children. 

13 Let his ‘posterity be cut off; and in 
the generation following let their name 
be J blotted out. 

14 Let the iniquity of his * fathers be 
remembered with the Lorn; and let not 
the sin of his mother be ' blotted out. 

15 Let them be before the Lorp con- 
tinually, that he may cut off the memory 
of them from the earth. 

16 Because that he remembered not to 
show mercy, but persecuted the poor and 
needy man, that he might even slay the 
broken in heart. 

17 As™he loved cursing, so let it come 


PSALM CIX. 


enemies of God. 


unto him: as he delighted not in bless- 
ing, so let it be far from him. 

18 As he clothed himself with cursing 
like as with his garment, so let it come 
into *his bowels like " water, and like oil 
into his bones. 

‘19 Let it be unto him as the garment 
which covereth him, and for a girdle 
wherewith he is girded continually. 

20 Let this be the reward of mine ad- 
versaries from the Lorp, and of them 
that speak evil against my soul. 

21 But do thou for me, O Gop the Lord, 
for thy °name’s sake: because thy mercy 
is good, deliver thou me. 

22 For I am poor and needy, and my 
heart is wounded within me. 

23 I am gone like the ? shadow when it 
declineth: I am tossed up and down as 
the locust. 

24 My knees are weak through fast- 
ing; and my flesh faileth of fatness. 

25 I became also a’ reproach unto them: 
when they looked upon *me they shaked 
their heads. 

26 Help me, O Lorp my God: oh save 
me according to thy mercy: 

27 That they may know that this zs thy 
hand;* that thou, Lorn, hast done it. 

28 Let “them curse, but bless thou: 
when they arise, let them be ashamed; 
but lei thy Yservant rejoice. 

29 Let “mine adversaries be clothed 
with shame; and let them cover them- 
selves with their own confusion, as with 
a mantle. 

30 I will greatly praise the Lorp with 
my mouth; yea, *I will praise him among 
the multitude. 

31 For he shall stand at the Yright hand 
of the poor, to save him from f those that 
condemn his soul. 





¢ 
* Heb. deceit. + Heb. have opened themselves. a Mat. 26:60; 
Acts 6:13. b John 15:25, ¢ Luke 6:11, 12. d Psa. 35: 7,12. ¢Or, 
an adversary ; Zech. 3:1. % Heb. go out guilty, or wicked, € Prov. 
28:9. f Acts 1:20. || Or, charge. g Ex. 22:24. h Job 18:9, 19. 
i Psa. 37:28; Isa. 14:20. ) Prov.10:7. k Ex. 20:5. 1 Isa, 43: 25. 


m Ezek. 35:6. * Heb. within him. nu Num.5:22. o Psa 25:11. 
p Psa. 102: 11; 144:4. q Heb. 12:12. r Psa. 22:6, 7. 8 Mat.27:39, 
t Psa. 17:13, 14. u2Sam. 16:11, 12. v Isa. 65:14. w Psa. 35:26. 


x Psa. llL:1. y Psa. 73:23, f Heb. the judges of. 





in a lower sense, and which was to be afterwards 
represented in the fullest sense in the person of the 
promised Messiah. 

6. Him; probably referring to Ahithophel, whose 
treachery foreshadowed that of Judas, to whom the 
words are applied in the New Testament. Acts 
1:16-20. At his right hand; as an enemy and 
accuser. Zech. 3:1. The meaning is, that the 
traitor shall be given over to the power of Satan. 
The curses enumerated in this and the following 
verses, are those threatened in the law against the 
wicked and their posterity. 

14. The iniquity of his fathers; compare Ex. 
20:5, and our Saviour’s words, Mat. 23: 34-36; 
Luke 11:49-51. It is by consenting to and imi- 
tating the evil deeds of their fathers, that the chil- 
dren bring their iniquities upon -themselves. 

23. When it declineth; is stretched out at 
evening, and ready to vanish. As the locust; 
when driven before the wind. 
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INSTRUCTIONS. 

4. The unfailing resource of God’s people in 
trouble is prayer. However they may be treated 
by men, his ears are ever open to their cry. 

5. The Saviour’s love was rewarded with hatred 
and persecution, and his disciples should not be 
surprised or dismayed if they are called to suffer in 
like manner. 

6. The hatred and malice which men show tow- 
ards Christ’s faithful servants he will consider as 
shown towards himself, and will recompense ac- 
cordingly; and as there is no sin so great as that 
of persecuting Christ, whether in his own person or 
that of his followers, so there is no sin which brings 
upon men such a terrible retribution. 

9. The rejection of Christ by one generation has 
often been a source of dreadful misery to many fol- 
lowing generations. This applies alike to families 
and nations. 


16. Persecution of the poor and needy is highly 
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Reign of Christ. 


PSALM Cx. 


1 The kingdom, 4 the priesthood, 5 the conquest, 7and 
the passion of Christ. 


q A Psalm of David. 
HE®* Lorp said unto my Lord, Sit thou 
at my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool. 

2 The Lorp shall send the rod of thy 
strength out of Zion: rule thou in the 
midst of thine enemies. 

3 Thy people shall be ° willing in the 
day of thy power, in the 4 beauties of holi- 
ness *from the womb of the morning: thou 
hastt the dew of thy youth. 

4 The Lorp hath sworn, and will not 
repent, °Thou art a priest for ever after 

the order of Melchizedek. 

‘ § TheLord at thy right hand shall strike 
through kings in the day of his wrath. 

6 He shall judge among the heathen, he 
shall fill the places with the dead bodies; 
he® shall wound the heads over + many 
countries. 

7 He shall drink of the "brook in the 
way: therefore shall he lift up the head. 


PSALM CXI. 


1 The psalmist by his example inciteth others to praise 
God for his glorious, 5 and gracious works. 10 The 
fear of God breedeth true wisdom. 


RAISES ye the Lorp. I will praise 

the Lorp with my whole heart, in 
the ‘assembly of the upright, and in the 
congregation. 





PSALM CXII. 


Praise to God. 


2 The works of the Lorp are great, 
sought out of all them that have pleasure 
therein. 

3 His work zs honorable and glorious: 
and his righteousness endureth for ever. 

4 He hath made his wonderful works 
to be remembered: the Lorp és gracious 
and full of compassion. 

5 He © hath given !'meat unto them that 
fear him: he will ever be mindful of his 
covenant. 

6 He hath showed his people the power 
of his works, that he may give them the 
heritage of the heathen. 

7 The works of his hands are verity 
and judgment; all 'his commandments 
are sure. 

8 They *stand fast for ever and ever, 
and are done in truth and uprighiness. 

9 He sent redemption unto his people: 
he hath commanded his covenant for 
ever: ™holy and reverend zs his name. 

10 The "fear of the Lorn zs the begin- 
ning of wisdom: ta good understanding 
have all they that do +hzs commandments : 
his praise endureth for ever. 


PeALM. Cx. 


1 Godliness hath the promises of this life, 4 and of the 
life to come. 10 The prosperity of the godly shall 
be an eyesore to the wicked. 


RAISES ye the Lorp. Blessed is the 
man that feareth the Lorn, thal ° de- 
lighteth greatly in his commandments. 





a Mat. 22:44; Acts 2:34; 1 Cor. 15:25; Heb.1:13. b Psa. 45:5. 
e Judg. 5:2; Gal. 1:15, 16. d Psa.96:9. * Heb. more than. ¢ Heb. 
shalt have. e Heb. 5:6; 6:20; 7:17, 21. f Rom.2:5; Rev. 6:17. 
g Hab, 3:13. $ Or, great. bJudg.7:5,6. Q Heb. Hallelujah. i Psa. 





displeasing to God, and brings down his curse on 
those who inflict it. 

21. The necessities of sinners furnish an occasion 
for God’s glorifying himself in the display of his 
mercy and grace; and this may be pleaded as a 
reason why he should interpose in their behalf. 

26. All the hope of the penitent is in the mercy 
of God through Jesus Christ, and to him they apply 
for the blessings which they need. 

28. When God blesses us the curses of the wick- 
ed can do us no harm. 

PSALM CX. 

1. The Lord; Jehovah. My Lord; Jesus 
Christ, of whom this psalm is a remarkable predic- 
tion. Sit thou at my right hand; to sit at God’s 
right hand, is to be invested by God with universal 
dominion. Mat. 28:18. 

2. The rod of thy strength; the rod by which 
thou exercisest thy dieongth. Out of Zion; the 
residence of God. Compare Psa. 20:2. When the 
Father invests the Son with universal dominion, he 
also gives him “all power in heaven and in earth.” 

3. Be willing ; willing to enlist under thy ban- 
ner. From the womb of the merning ; like dew- 
drops that spring out of the womb of the morning. 
Dew of thy youth; youthful vigor perpetuated 
from age to age like the morning dew. The per- 
petual youth of Christ manifests itself in the per- 

succession of his followers. 

4. The order of Melchizedek ; both priest and 
king, without any one like him to precede or to 
succeed himy 

6 





109:30. j Job 38:41; Psa. 92:5; Rev.15:3. k Mat.6: 265.35: 
|| Heb. prey. 1 Psa. 19:7. * Heb. are established. m Deut. 28:58. 
n Job 28:28; Prov. 1:7; 9:10; Eccl. 12:13. + Or, good success ; 
Prov. 3:4. { Heb. them. 4 Heb. Hallelujah. 0 Psa.1: 1-3; 119: 16. 





5. Strike through kings; destroy those who 
continue to oppose thee. 

7. Drink of the brook; probably, as the war- 
rior drinks without halting and renews his strength. 
Lift up the head; in immortal vigor. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Christ is both “the root and the offspring of 
David.” He unites in himself a proper human 
with a proper divine nature, and is thus qualified 
to be the “one Mediator between God and men.” 

2. As God has invested the Messiah with uni- 
versal dominion and almighty power, no opposition 
can prevail against him. 

3. The perpetuation of Christ’s church from age 
to age, depends not on the will of man, but on the 
power of God, who has promised his Son that he 
“shall see his seed,” and “shall justify many.” 

4. In the Lord Jesus we have a Priest to make 
expiation for our sins, as well as a King to conquer 
sin within us and around us. 

5. The dominion of Christ is as terrible to his 
enemies as it is glorious to his friends. 

7. Since the power of Christ can never fail, they 
that wait upon him shall continually renew their 


strength. 
PSALM CXI. 


2. Sought out; their excellence,wisdom, and love. 

7. Sure; trustworthy; commandments which we 
can obey with full confidence in their truth and 
equity. 

10. The beginning of wisdom; that which 
constitutes the foundation of all true wisdom. 
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Blessed to fear God. 


2 His seed shall be mighty upon earth: 
the generation of the upright shall be 
blessed. 

3 Wealth and riches shall be in his 
house: and his righteousness endureth 
forever. — 

4 Unto the upright there *ariseth light 
in the darkness: he is gracious, and full 
of compassion, and righteous. 

5 A good man showeth favor, and 
lendeth:” he will guide his affairs with 
discretion.*° 

6 Surely ‘he shall not be moved for 
ever: the righteous shall be in everlast- 
ing remembrance. 

7 He ¢shall not be afraid of evil tid- 
ings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the 
Lorp. | 

8 His heart zs established, he shall not 
be afraid, until he see his desire upon his 
enemies. 

9 He hath dispersed, he hath given to 
the poor; ‘his ¢righteousness endureth 
for ever; his horn shall be exalted with 
honor. 

10 The wicked shall see zt, and be 
grieved; he shall *gnash with his teeth, 
and melt away: ithe desire of the wicked 
shall perish. 


PSAUDM Cart 


1 An exhortation to praise God for his excellency, 
6 for his mercy. 


Laem ye the Lorp. Praise, O ye 
servants of the Lorp, praise the name 
of the Lorn. 


PSALM CXIV. 


2 Blessed be the name of the Lorp from 
this time forth and for evermore. 

3 From ithe rising of the sun unto the 
going down of the same the Lorp’s name 
is to be praised. 

4 The Lorp its high above all nations, 
and his glory above the heavens. 

5 Who ts like unto the Lorp our God, 
who #dwelleth on high, 

6 Who ‘humbleth himself to behold the 
things that are in heaven, and in the 
earth ! , 

7 He 'raiseth up the poor out of the 
dust, and lifteth the needy out of the 
dunghill ; 

8 That he may set him with princes, 
even with the ™princes of his people. 


9 He maketh the barren woman to ‘keep. 


house, and to be a joyful mother of chil- 
dren. Praise ye the Lorp. 


PSALM CXIV. 


An exhortation, by the example of the dumb creatures, 
to fear God in his church. 


HEN "Israel went out of Egypt, the 
house of Jacob from a people of 
strange ° language; 
2 Judah P was his sanctuary, and 4[s- 
rael his dominion. 
3 The "sea saw it, and fled: ‘Jordan 
was driven back. 
4 The tmountains skipped like rams, 
and the little hills like lambs. 
5 What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou 
fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou wast 
driven back? 





a Psa. 97:11; Isa. 58: 10. b Luke 6:35. * Heb. judgment. ¢ Eph. 
5:15. a Psa. 15:5. e Prov. 3:25,26. f Deut. 24:13. g Rev. 
22:11. h Luke 13:28, iProv. 11:7. + Heb. Hallelujah, j Isa. 
59:19; Mal. 1:11. ¢ Heb. exalteth himself to dwell. k Isa. 57: 15. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 
2. In order duly to appreciate the works of God, 
their wisdom, excellence, and love must be sought 





out. 

5. The Lord will ever be mindful of and supply 
the wants of his people. 

9. The redemption of Israel from their bondage 
in Egypt and in Babylon was an emblem of the 
deliverance of Grod’s people from the slavery of sin, 
and their introduction to the liberty of the sons of 
God. 

10. The sum and substance of true wisdom is 
to fear God and keep his commandments. 

PSALM CXII. 

4. Light in the darkness; help and deliver- 
ance in distress. 

5. Discretion ; equity, justice, and benevolence. 

8. Shall not be afraid; of the evils which 
threaten the wicked. 

9. His horn shall be exalted ; his prosperity 
shall be increased. 

10. The wicked shall see it; the salvation of 
the righteous. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. The blessed effects of obeying God may de- 
scend to many and even to all generations. 

4. Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness 
for the upright in heart. Weeping may endure for 
a night, but light cometh in the morning. 
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11Sam. 2:8 m Psa. 45:16. % Heb. dwellina. mn Ex. 12:41. 
o Psa. 81:5. p Deut. 27:9, 12. q Ex. 25:8, r Ex.14:21. s Josh. 


3:13, 16. t Hab. 3:6, 8. 





5. A good man will be conscientious and faith- 
ful in the discharge of his secular as well as relig- 
ious duties. 

8. Trust in God keeps the souls of his people in 
peace, while others are quaking with apprehension 
of evils that are coming upon them. 

10. The end will show the difference between 
the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
serveth God and him that serveth him not. 

PSALM CXIII. 


3. The Lord’s name; his perfections, by the 
displays of which he is known. 

°f The dunghill; from the deepest depression 
and distress. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. The time is coming when all nations shall 
worship and adore the Lord for what he is, and for 
what he has done among the children of men. 

7. The deliverance and enlargement which God 
grants to his afflicted servants in this world, are 
foretastes and pledges of the perfect salvation which 
he will bestow on them in the world to come. 

PSALM CXIV. 

2. His sanctuary ; the place where God dwelt 
and was worshipped. His dominion ; the people 
over whom he ruled in a special sense. 

3. Fled; became dry. 

4. Skipped ; leaped, that is, quaked. Exodus 
19:18; Psa. 29:6, 


Praise for God’s mercy. 





x ee 











Vanity of idols. 


6 Ye mountains, that ye skipped like 
rams; and ye little hills, like lambs? 
7 Tremble,* thou earth, at the presence 
of the Lord, at the presence of the God 
of Jacob ; 

8 Which "turned the rock into a stand- 
ing water, the flint into a fountain of 


waters. 
PSALM CXV. 


1 Because God is truly glorious, 4 and idols are vanity, 
9 he exhorteth to confidence in God. 12 God is to be 
blessed for his blessings. 


OT “unto us, O Lorp, not unto us, 
but unto thy name give glory, for 
thy mercy, and for thy truth’s sake. 

2 Wherefore ‘should the heathen say, 
- Where is now their God? 

3 But °our God is in the heavens: he 
hath done whatsoever he hath pleased. 

4 Their ‘idols are silver and gold, the 
work of men’s hands. 

5 They have mouths, but they speak 
not: eyes have they, but they see not: 

6 They have ears, but they hear not: 
noses have they, but they smell not: 

7 They have hands, but they handle 
not: feet have they, but they walk not: 
neither speak they through their throat. 

8 They that make them are like unto 
them; so is every one that trusteth in 
them. ‘ 

9 O Israel, trust thou in the Lorn: he 
is their Shelp and their "shield. 

10 O house of Aaron, trust in the Lorn: 
he is their help and their shield. 

11 Ye that fear the Lorp, trust in the 
Lorn: he is their help and their shield. 

12 The Lorn hath been‘mindful of us: 
he will bless us; he will bless the house of 
Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron. 

13 He jwill bless them that fear the 
Lorp, both small *and great. 


PSALM CXVI. 


Love and duty to God. 


14 The Lorp shall increase you more 
and more, you and your children. 

15 Ye are blessed of the Lorp which 
made heaven and earth. 

16 The heaven, even the heavens, are 
the Lorn’s: but the earth hath he given 
to the children of men. 

17 The 'dead praise not the Lorp, 
neither any that go down into silence. 

18 But ™we will bless the Lorp from 
this time forth and for evermore. Praise 
the Lorp. 


PSALM CXVI. 


The psalmist professeth his love and duty to God for 
his deliverance. 12 He studieth to be thankful. 


"LOVE the Lorp, because he hath 
heard my voice and my supplications. 

2 Because he hath inclined his ear unto 
me, therefore will I call upon him tas 
long as I live. 

3 The sorrows of death compassed me, 
and °the pains of hell # gat hold upon me: 
I found trouble and sorrow. 

4 Then Pealled I upon the name of the 
Lorp; O Lorn, I beseech thee, deliver 
my soul. 

5 Gracious 47s the Lorp, and 'right- 
eous; yea, our God zs merciful. 

6 The Lorp preserveth the simple: I 
was brought low, and he helped me. 

7 Return unto thy ‘rest, O my soul; 
for the Lorp hath dealt bountifully with 
thee. 

8 For thou hast delivered my soul from 
death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet 
from ‘falling. 

9 I will walk before the Lorp in the 
land of the living. 

10 I “believed, therefore have I spoken: 
I was greatly afflicted : 

11 I said in my haste, All men are liars. 





a Mic.6:1,2. b*Ex. 17:6; Num, 20:11. c¢ Isa. 48: 11; Ezek. 
36:32, d Joel 2:17. ¢ Dan. 4:35. f Psa. 135: 15-18; Isa. 40: 19; 
Jer, 10;3-7. g Psa. 33:20. h Psa, 84:11; Prov. 30:5. i Isa. 44:21. 
j Pea. 29:11, * Heb, with, & Psa.3:8; Eph. 1:3,4. 1 Psa. 


88: 10-12; Isa. 38:18, 19. m Dan. 2:20, n Psa, 18:1-6. f Heb. 
in my days, © Jonah 2:2,etc. +t Heb. found me. p Psa. 34:6. 
q Psa. 103:8. Fr Ezra9:15; Neh. 9:8; Dan. 9:7. 8 Jer. 6:16; 
Mat. 11:29; Heb. 4:3. t Jude 24. u2Cor. 4:13, 





8. Turned the rock into a standing water ; 
as was the case in the wilderness. 

‘ INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. All nature is under the control of Jehovah, and 
is obedient to his will. 

7. Creation feels the presence of Jehovah, and is 
a cae on him for its existence and condition. 

. The miraculous provision which God made 
for the wants of Israel in the wilderness, is an em- 
blem of the inexhaustible supplies of grace which 
he has in store for all who put their trust in him. 


PSALM CXYV. 


4. Their tdols; the idols of the heathen. 

8. Like unto them; stupid and senseless as the 
objects of their worship. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Mercies are bestowed upon the people of God, 
not on account of their own merits, but for the sake 
of his own glory through Jesus Christ. 

8. The stupidity and folly of idolatry are exceed- 
ing great, and its universality among nations un- 





enlightened by God’s word, is a terrible evidence 
of the desperate blindness and perverseness of the 
natural heart. 

13. Those who fear the Lord and put their trust 
in him, will receive from him all needed good, what- 
ever may be their condition in life. 

17. As the dead cannot praise the Lord on earth, 
we should diligently employ life and health in his 


service. 
PSALM CXVI. 

2. Inclined his ear; heard my supplications. 

3. Sorrows of death—pains of hell; the an- 
guish occasioned by deadly perils. 

6. Szmple ; those who feel their ignorance and 
need of divine teaching. 

10. I believed; in the promised faithfulness of 
God. Have I spoken; of the deliverance and 

reservation which God has vouchsafed to me. 

erses 6-8. 

11. In my haste; in my dismay occasioned by 
the sorrows of death and the pains of hell. Psalm 
31:22. Liars; undeserving of my confidence.; In 
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Praise to God. PSALM 


12 What shall I render unto the Lorp 
for all his benefits toward me? 

13 I will take the cup of salvation, and 
call upon the name of the Lorp. 

14 1 * will pay my vows unto the Lorp 
now in the presence of all his people. 

15 Precious in the sight of the Lorp 
is the death of his saints. 

16 O Lorp, truly I am thy servant; I 
am thy servant, and the son of thy hand- 
maid: thou hast loosed my bonds. 

17 I will offer to thee the ‘sacrifice 
of thanksgiving, and will call upon the 
name of the Lorp. 

18 I 4 will pay my vows unto the Lorp 
now in the presence of all his people, 

19 In the “courts of the Lorn’s house, 
in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem. Praise 
ye the Lorp. 


PSALM CxVII. 
An exhortation to praise God for his mercy and truth. 
H ‘praise the Lorp, all ye nations: 
praise him, all ye people. 
2 For his merciful kindness is great 
toward us: and the &truth of the Lorp 
endureth for ever. Praise ye the Lorp. 


PSALM CXVIII. 


1 An exhortation to praise God for his mercy. 5 The 


psalmist by his experience showeth how good it is to 
trust in God. 19 Under the type of the psalmist the 
coming of Christ in his kingdom is expressed. 
H “give thanks unto the Lorn; for he 
is good: because his ‘mercy endureth 
for ever. ; 
2 Let jIsrael now say, that his mercy 
endureth for ever. 
3 Let the house of Aaron now say, that 
his mercy endureth for ever. 
4 Let them now that fear the Lorp say, 
that his mercy endureth for ever. 
5 I *ealled upon the Lorp *in distress: 
a Jonah 2:9, b Psa. 72:14, c¢ Lev.7:12, d Eccl.5:5, ¢ Psa. 
96:8; 100:4. f Rom.15:11, g Isa, 25:1; John 14:6; 1 John 


5:6. h1 Chron. 16:8, 34. i Psa. 103:17. j Psa. 115: 9, ete. k Psa. 
120:1. * Heb. out of distress, 1 Psa. 27:1; Heb. 13:6. + Heb. 





CXVIII. 


the Lorp answered me, and set me in a 
large place. . 

6 The! Lorp is t on my side; 1 will not 
fear: what can man do unto me? 

7 The Lorp taketh my part with them 
that help me: therefore shall I see my 
desire upon them that hate me. ! 

8 It ™:s better to trust in the Lorp than 
to put confidence in man. 

9 It is better to trust in the Lorp than 
to put confidence in "princes. 

10 All nations compassed me about: 
but in the name of the Lorp will I #de- 
stroy them. 

11 They compassed me about; yea, 
they compassed me about: but in the 
name of the Lorn I will destroy them. 

12 They compassed me about like °bees ; 
they are quenched as the fire of P thorns: 
for in the name of the Lorp I will $de- 
stroy them. 

13 Thou hast thrust sore at me that I 
might fall: 4but the Lorp helped me. 

14 The 'Lorp is my strength and song, 
and is become my salvation. 

15 The voice of rejoicing and salvation 
is in the tabernacles of the righteous: the 
right hand of the Lorp doeth valiantly. 

16 The right hand of the Lorp is exalt- 
ed: the right hand of the Lorp doeth 
valiantly. 

17 I*shall not die, but live, and declare 
the tworks of the Lorp. 

18 The Lorp hath “chastened me sore: 
but he hath not given me over unto death. 

19 Open ‘to me the gates of righteous- 
ness: I will go into them, and I will praise 
the Lorp: 

20 This gate of the Lorn, into which 
the righteous shall enter. 

21 I will praise thee: for thou hast 
heard me, and art become my salvation. 
for me. m Jer. 17:5, 7. 0 Psa. 146:3. $ Heb. cut them aff. o Deut, 
1:44, p2Sam.23:6; Nah. 1:10. Heb. cutdown. 4 Mic.7:8. 


r Ex. 15:2,6; Isa, 12:2, 8 Hab, 1:12, t Psa. 73:28, u2Cor, 
6:9. v Isa. 26:2; Rev. 22:14. 


Coming of Christ. 








his trouble he turned away from all human help to 
God. 

13. The cup of salvation ; which commemo- 
rated his deliverance from trouble. 

16. Loosed my bonds ; his bonds of affliction. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The goodness of God in hearing and answer- 
ing prayer lays us under special obligations to love 
and adore him, and to continue to call upon him as 
long as we live. 

7, Jehovah is the only sure and permanent rest 
of the soul, and those who reject him will remain 
restless for ever. 

10. Faith in God as a prayer-hearing and sin- 
forgiving God, affords great encouragement to con- 
tinue to call upon him. 

15. The death of God’s people, as well as their life, 
is under his control and an object of his special care. 

18. Those who in time of trouble have vowed 
unto the Lord, should be careful when he delivers 
them to acknowledge him with praise. 
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PSALM CXVII.. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. The unchangeable goodness and truth of Jeho- 
vah are a just foundation for confidence in him; 
the greatness of his mercy towards those who em- 
brace it is beyond all finite comprehension, and 
calls for unceasing gratitude and praise. 


PSALM CXVIII. 


5. Set mein a large place; delivered me from 
restraints and embarrassments. 

7. See; the destruction of my enemies. 

10. Me; the psalmist, as the representative of 
God’s people. : 

12. The fire of thorns; which is soon extin- 
guished. 

13. Thou; the enemy of Israel. 

20. This gate of the Lord ; which led into the 





ee the place of his worship. 
21. My salvation ; his deliverer from death. 
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The excellence of PSALM 


22 The *stone which the builders refused 
is become the head-stone of the corner. 
23 This is *the Lorp’s doing; it is 


marvellous in our eyes. 


24 This is the day which the Lorp hath 
made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Save now, I beseech thee, O Lorp: O 
Lorp, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. 

26 Blessed de he that cometh in the 
name of the Lorp: we have blessed you 
out of the house of the Lorp. 

27 God is the Lorn, which hath showed 
us °light: bind the sacrifice with cords, 
even unto the horns of the altar. 

28 Thou ‘art my God, and I will praise 
thee: thou art my God, I will exalt thee. 

29 Oh *give thanks unto the Lorn; for 
he is good: for his mercy endureth for 
ever. 


PSALM CXIX. 


This psalm containeth sundry prayers, praises, and pro- 
fessions of obedience. 


ALEPH. 
LESSED are the tundefiled in the 
way, who ‘walk in the law of the 
Lorp. 

2 Blessed are they that keep his testi- 
monies, and that seek him with the whole 
heart.§ 

3 They "also do no iniquity: they walk 
in his ways. 

4 Thou ‘hast commanded us to keep 
thy precepts diligently. 


CXIX. God’s holy word. 


5 Oh that my ways were directed to 
keep thy statutes! 

6 Then/shall [not be ashamed, when I 
have respect unto all thy commandments. 

7 I * will praise thee with uprightness 
of heart, when I shall have learned # thy 
righteous judgments. 

8 I will keep thy statutes: oh forsake 
me not utterly. 

BETH. 

9 Wherewithal shall a 'young man 
cleanse his way ? by taking heed thereto 
according to thy word. 

10 With ™my whole heart have I sought 
thee: oh let me not wander from thy 
commandments. 

11 Thy " word have I hid in my heart, 
that I might not sin against thee. 

12 Blessed art thou, O Lorp: °teach 
me thy statutes. 

13 With my lips have I declared all the 
judgments of thy mouth. 

14 I have rejoiced in the way of thy 
testimonies, as much as in all riches. 

15 I will P meditate in thy precepts, and 
have respect unto thy ways. 

16 I will delight myself in thy statutes: 
I will not forget thy word. 

GIMEL. 

17 Deal 4bountifully with thy servant, 
that I may live, and keep thy word. 

18 Open’ thou mine eyes, that I may 
behold wondrous things out of thy law. 





a Mat, 21:42; Acte4:11; Eph. 2:20; 1 Pet.2:4,7. * Heb. 
from the LORD, » Mat. 21:9; 23:39, ¢ Esth. 8:16; 1 Pet. 2:9, 
d Isa. 25:1, ever.l. f Or, perfect, or sincere. { Psa. 128: 1. 
g Prov. 23:26; 1Jolin3:20. b1John3:9; 5:18, i Dedt. 6:17; 


11: 13,22, j 1John2:28. k ver. 171. + Heb. judgments of thy 
righteousness, 1 Prov.1:4. m2 Chron. 15:15. m Psa. 1:2, 0 Psa. 


25:4; ver. 26, etc. p Psa.l:2. @Psa.116:7. % Heb. Reveal, 





22. The stone which the builders refused ; 
originally applied to Israel as despised and rejected 
by the heathen nations, but chosen of God and ex- 
alted by him to the most honorable office: after- 
wards applied by Christ to himself as rejected by 
the Jewish builders, but exalted by God to be head 
over all things to his body the church. The first 
application includes the second, since Christ is the 
head and representative of the true Israel. The 
head-stone ; which unites the building together. 

23. This ; which is done in the head-stone. 

24. Thists the day ; the day of salvation to Israel. 

26. He that cometh in the name of the Lord ; 
applied by the multitude to Christ, with his appro- 
bation, when he entered Jerusalem as the King of 
Israel. Matt. 21:9, 15, 16. 

27. Bind the sacrifice ; preparatory to offering 
it as a token of gratitude to God. 

28. My God ; he had not only a God, but by the 
spirit of adoption could say, My God. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

9. It is better to trust in the Lord than to put 
confidence in men, however honorable or sesltel 

12. The assaults of the wicked upon God’s peo- 

le, however formidable they may appear in the 
ma inning, will end in their own overthrow. 
4. God is the source of defence and of joy to his 
people, and will not disappoint any who put their 
trust in him 


in him. 

18. God afflicts his people, not for their destruc- 
tion, but for their profit: however great their suf- 
ferings, he will in the end deliver them. 





22. In selecting the means and instruments of 
establishing his kingdom in the world, God acts in 
a manner very contrary to human wisdom, “ that 
no flesh should glory in his presence.” 

29. The goodness of God in hearing and answer- 
ing the prayers of his people should ever be aéknow- 
ledged with gratitude, thanksgiving, and praise. 


PSALM CXIX. 

This is an alphabetic psalm of peculiar struc- 
ture. The first eight verses begin each with the 
first letter of the Hebrew alphabet, the next eight 
with the second letter, and so on. It is wholly oc- 
cupied with the commendation of God’s word under 
various titles, expressive of the various aspects in 
which it may be viewed. Thus it is called his 
word, as that which he has spoken to us; his Jaz, 
given as the rule of our life; his commandments 
and precepts, laid upon us to be kept; his statutes, 
established as the laws of his kingdom; his yudg- 
ments, as his decisions concerning our duty and 
destiny ; his testimonies, as his authoritative dec- 
laration of truth; and his way, in which we are to 


walk. 

1. Undefiled ; sincere, upright. In the law; 
according to its requirements. 

3. Do no iniquity; allow themselves in no 
known sin. 

9. Taking heed; regulating his life according 
to the Scriptures. 

11. Hid; as a precious treasure to be carefully 


kept. 
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The excellence of PSALM 


19 Lama “stranger in the earth: hide 
not thy commandments from me. 

20 My soul breaketh for the longing 
that it hath unto thy judgments at all 
times. 

21 Thou hast rebuked the °*proud that 
are cursed, which do err from thy com- 
mandments. 

22 Remove from me reproach and con- 
tempt; for I have kept thy testimonies. 

23 Princes also did sit and speak against 
me: but thy servant did meditate in thy 
statutes. , 

24 Thy testimonies also are? my delight, 
and *my *counsellors. 

DALETH: 

25 My soul cleaveth unto the dust: 
quicken thou me according to thy word. 

26 I have declared my ways, and thou 
heardest me: teach me thy statutes. 

27 Make me to understand the way of 
thy precepts: so shall I talk of thy won- 
drous works. 

28 My soul j melteth for heaviness: 
strengthen thou me according unto thy 
word. 

29 Remove ffrom me the way of lying: 
and grant me thy law graciously. 

30 I have chosen the way of truth: thy 
judgments have I laid before me. 

31 I have stuck unto thy testimonies : 
O Lorp, put me not to shame. 

32 I will run the way of thy command- 
ments, when thou shalt "enlarge my 
heart. 

HE. 

33 Teach me, O Lorn, the way of thy 
statutes; and I shall ‘keep it unto the 
end. 

34 Give ime understanding, and *I shall 
keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it with 
my whole heart. 

35 Make me to go in the path of thy 
commandments; for therein do I delight. 

36 Incline my ‘heart unto thy testimo- 
nies, and not to ™covetousness. 

37 Turn? away mine eyes from behold- 
ing "vanity; and quicken thou me in thy 
way. 

38 Stablish °thy word unto thy ser- 
vant, who is devoted to thy fear. 

39 Turn away my reproach which I 
fear: for thy judgments are good. 

40 Behold, I have longed after thy pre- 
cepts: Pquicken me in thy righteous- 
ness. 


OXL%: God’s holy word. 


VAU. 

41 Let thy mercies come also unto me, 
O Lorp, even thy salvation, according to 
thy word. : 

42 So shall I Shave wherewith to an- 
swer him that reproacheth me: for I trust 
in thy word. 

43 And take 4not the word of truth ut- 
terly out of my mouth; for I have hoped 
in thy judgments. . 

44 SoshallI keep thy law continually 
for ever and ever. 

45 And I will walk at !l liberty: "for I 
seek thy precepts. 

46 I will speak of thy testimonies also 
before * kings, and will not be ashamed. 

47 And I will delight myself in thy 
commandments, which I have loved. 

48 My hands also will I lift up unto thy 
commandments, which I have loved; and 
I will meditate in thy statutes. 


ZAIN. 


49 Remember the word unto thy ser- 
vant, upon which thou hast caused me to 
hope.* 

50 This 7s my comfort in my affliction : 
for thy word hath quickened me. 

51 The proud have had me greatly in 
derision: yet “have I not declined from 
thy law. 

52 I remembered thy judgments of old, 
O Lorp; and have comforted myself. 

53 Horror Yhath taken hold upon me 
because of the wicked that forsake thy 
law. 

54 Thy statutes have been my songs in 
the house of my pilgrimage. 

55 Ihaveremembered thy name, O Lorp, 
in the “night, and have kept thy law. 

56 This I had, because I kept thy pre- 
cepts. 

CHETH. 

57 Thou art my *portion, O Lorn: I 
have said that I would keep thy words. 

581 entreated thy *favor with my 
whole Yheart: be merciful unto me ac- 
cording to thy word. | 

59 I thought on my ways, and turned 
my feet unto thy testimonies. 

60 I made haste, and delayed not to 
keep thy commandments. 

61 The t bands of the wicked have rob- 
bed me; but I have not forgotten thy law. 

62 At midnight I will rise to give thanks 
unto thee because of thy righteous judg- 
ments. 





a Psa. 39:12; Heb. 11:13; 1 Pet. 2:11. b Psa. 63:1. ¢ 1 Pet. 
5:5. adver. 77,92. * Heb. men of counsel. e Prov. 7:1-4. | Heb. 
droppeth, £Prov.30:8. g Isa. 49:23. h Isa. 60:5; 1 Cor. 6:11. 
i Rev.2:26. j Prov. 2:6, k Deut. 4:6, 1 Ezek, 33:31, m Luke 
12:15; 1 Tim. 6:.1@; Heb. 13:5. + Heb. Make to puss. n Isa. 


33:15. 0 2Sam. 7:25; 2Cor.1:20. p John 10:10. Q Or, an- 


swer him that reproacheth me ina thing. 4 Isa, 59:21. || Heb. 
large. ¥ John 8:32, 36; Gal. 5:1,13. § Mat. 10:18, 19; Acts 26:1, 
etc. t 1 Pet.1:13,21. u Job 23:11; Isa. 38:3. v Ezra9:3. 
w Psa. 63:6; 77:6. * Jer. 10:16; Lam, 3:24. * Heb. fuce + 
Job 11:19. y Heb.10:22, 2 Lam, 3:40, 41; Luke 15: 17, 18. 
¢ Or, companies, 3 








25. Cleaveth unto the dust ; lies prostrate; a 
description of deep depression. Psa. 44: 29. 
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53. Horror; vehement disapprobation. 
59. My ways ; comparing them with thy law. 











The excellence of 


63 I am a *companion of all them that 
fear thee, and of them that keep thy pre- 
cepts. 

64 The earth, O Lorp, is full of thy 
mercy: teach me thy statutes. 

TETH. 

65 Thou hast dealt well with thy ser- 
vant, O Lorp, according unto thy word. 

66 Teach "me good judgment and 
knowledge: for I have believed thy com- 
mandments. 

67 Before I was “afflicted I went astray: 
but now have I kept thy word. 

68 Thou ‘art good, and doest good: 
teach me thy statutes. 

69 The proud have forged a lie against 
me: but I will keep thy precepts with my 
whole heart. 

70 Their heart is as fat as grease: but 
I delight in thy law. 

71 It *is good for me that I have been 
afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes. 

72 The flaw of thy mouth is better unto 
me than thousands of gold and silver. 


JOD. 

73 Thy hands have made me and fash- 
ioned me: give me £ understanding, that 
I may learn thy commandments. 

74 They "that fear thee will be glad 
when they see me; because I have hoped 
in thy word. 

75 I know, O Lorp, that thy judgments 
are *right, and that thou in ‘faithfulness 
hast afflicted me. 

76 Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kind- 
ness be t for my comfort, according to thy 
word unto thy servant. 

77 Let thy tender mercies come unto 
me, that I may live: for thy law 7s my 
delight. 

78 Let the proud be ashamed; for they 
dealt perversely with me/withoutacause: 
but I will meditate in thy precepts. 

79 Let those that fear thee turn unto 
me, and those that have known thy tes- 
timonies. 

80 Let my heart be * sound in thy stat- 
utes; that I be 'not ashamed. 


CAPH. 


81 My soul™ fainteth for thy salvation: 
but I hope in thy word. 


, 


PSALM CXIX. 


God’s holy word. 


82 Mine eyes fail for thy word, saying, 
When wilt thou comfort me ? 

83 For Iam become like a bottle in the 
smoke; yet do I not forget thy statutes. 

84 How. many are the days of thy ser- 
vant? when * wilt thou execute judgment 
on them that persecute me? 

85 The proud have °digged pits for me, 
which are not after thy law. 

86 All Pthy commandments are # faith- 
ful: they persecute me wiongfully; help 
thou me. 

87 They had almost consumed me upon 
earth; but I forsook not thy precepts. 

88 Quicken me after thy loving-kind- 
ness; so shall | keep the testimony of 
thy mouth. 

LAMED. 

89 For 4ever, O Lorn, thy word is set- 
tled in heaven. 

90 Thy faithfulness zs § unto all genera- 
tions: thou hast established the earth. 
and it | abideth. 

91 They continue this day according to 
thine ‘ordinances: for all are thy ser- 
vants. 

92 Unless thy law had been my delights, 
I should then have perished in mine af- 
fliction. 

93 I will never forget thy precepts: for 
with them thou hast quickened me. 

94 I am thine, ‘save me; for I have 
sought thy precepts. 

95 The wicked have waited for me to 
destroy me: but I will consider thy testi- 
monies. 

96 I have seen an end of all perfection: 
but thy commandment ts exceeding broad. 

MEM. 

97 Oh how love I thy law! it 
meditation all the day. 

98 Thou through thy commandments 
hast made me wiser than mine enemies: 
for *they are ever with me. 

99 1" have more understanding than all 
my teachers: for thy testimonies are my 
meditation. 

100 I understand more than the ¥an- 
cients, because I keep thy precepts. 

101 I have ‘refrained niy feet from 
every evil way, that I might keep thy 
word. 


is *my 





a Prov. 13: 20. b Jer. 3:15, ¢ Jer.31:18, 19; Heb, 12:11. d Psa. 
25:8; Mat. 19:17. e ver. 67. f Psa, 19:10; Prov. 8:11, 19. g Psa. 
111: 10; ver. 34,144. h Psa, 34:2. * Heb, righteousness. i Rev. 
3:19. ¢ Heb. to comfort me, j1 Pet. 2:20, k Deut, 26:16; Ezek. 
11:19. Iver. 6. m Psa, 84:2, n2Thes, 1:6; Rev. 6:10, © Psa. 


35:7. p ver. 138. ¢ Heb. faithfulness. q Mat. 24:34, 35. Q Heb. 
to generation and generation; Psa, 89:1. || Heb, standeth. r Jer. 
33:25, 8s Zeph.3:17. t Psa.1:2, * Heb. itis. u Deut. 4: 6,8; 
2Tim. 3:15. v Job 32:7-9. w Prov. 1:15. 





70. Fat as grease; a description of spiritual 
insensibility. 

79. Turn unto me; in love and confidence. 
This is the effect of their witnessing God’s bounti- 
ful dealings with him. 

83. Bottle inthe smoke ; dried up and withered. 

89. Settled in heaven; established in God’s 
presence beyond the possibility of change. 





90. Adideth ; remaineth unmoved. The stabil- 
ity of the earth is the effect of God’s unchange- 
ableness, and the same unchangeableness is shown 
in the fulfilment of his word. 

96. An end of all perfection ; of human excel- 
lence. Exceeding Bs searching the heart 
and motives, and requiring every thing that is ex- 
cellent. 
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The excellence of PSALM 


102 I have not departed from thy judg- 
ments: for thou hast taught me. 

103 How *sweet are thy words unto my 
taste!* yea, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth. 

104 Through thy precepts I get under- 
standing: therefore I "hate every false 
way. 

NUN. 

105 Thy word is at lamp ° unto my feet, 
and a light unto my path. 

106 I have 4sworn, and I will perform 7t, 
that I will keep thy righteous judgments. 

107 I am afllicted very much: quicken 
me, O Lorp, according unto thy word. 

108 Accept, I beseech thee, °the free- 
will-offerings of my mouth, O Lorp, and 
teach me thy judgments. 

109 My soul is continually in ‘my 
hand: yet do I not forget thy law. 

110 The wicked have laid a €snare for 

e: yet I erred not from thy precepts. 

111 Thy testimonies have I taken as a 
heritage for ever: for they are the "re- 
joicing of my heart. 

112 I have ‘inclined my heart to # per- 
form thy statutes always, even unto the 
end. 

SAMECH. 

113 I hate ‘vain thoughts: 
do I love. 

114 Thou!art my hiding-place and my 
shield: I hope in thy word. 

115 Depart™ from me, ye evil-doers: for 
I will keep the commandments of my 
God. 

116 Uphold me according unto thy word, 
that I may live: and let me not be” asham- 
ed of my hope. 

117 Hold thou me up, and I shall be 
safe: and I will have respect unto thy 
statutes continually. 

118 Thou hast ° trodden down all them 
that err from thy statutes: for their de- 
ceit 2s P falsehood. 

119 Thou $ puttest away all the wicked 
of the earth like 4dross: therefore I love 
thy testimonies. 

120 My flesh *trembleth for fear of thee ; 
and I am afraid of thy judgments. 

AIN. 

121 I have done judgment and justice : 
leave® me not to mine oppressors. 

122 Be tsurety for thy servant for good: 
let not the proud oppress me. 


but thy law 


CXIX. God’s holy word. 


123 Mine eyes fail for thy salvation, 
and for the word of thy righteousness. 

124 Deal" with thy servant according un- 
to thy mercy, and teach me thy statutes. 

125 Iam thy servant; give me under- 
standing, that may know thy testimonies. 

126 It is time for thee, Lorp, to work: 
for they have made void thy law. 

127 Therefore I love thy command- 
ments “above gold; yea, above fine gold. 

128 Therefore I esteem all thy precepts 
concerning all things to be right; and I 
hate every false way. 


PE. 

129 Thy testimonies are * wonderful: 
therefore doth my soul keep them. 

130 The entrance of thy words giveth 
light;¥ it 7 giveth understanding unto the 
simple. 

131 I opened my mouth, and panted: 
for I longed for thy commandments. 

132 Look thou upon me, and be merci- 
ful unto me, !!as thou usest to do unto 
those that love thy name. 

133 Order *my steps inthy word: and? let 
not any iniquity have dominion over me. 

134 Deliver me from the oppression of 
man: so will I keep thy precepts. 

135 Make ‘thy face to shine upon thy— 
servant; and teach me thy statutes. 

136 Rivers of ‘waters run down mine 
eyes, because they keep not thy law. 


TZADDI. 

137 Righteous ®art thou, O Lorp, and 
upright are thy judgments. 

138 Thy testimonies that thou hast com- 
manded are *righteous and very tfaithful. 

139 My ‘zeal hath #consumed me, because 
mine enemies have forgotten thy words. 

140 Thy word is very Spure: therefore 
thy servant loveth it. 

141 I am small and despised: yet do 
not I forget thy precepts. 

142 Thy righteousness ts an everlasting 
righteousness, and § thy law is the truth. 

143 Trouble and anguish have |! taken 
hold on me: yet thy commandments are 
my delights. 

144 The righteousness of thy testimo- 
nies is everlasting: give me understand- 
ing, and I * shall live. 


KOPH. 


145 I cried with my whole heart; hear 
me, O Lorn: I will keep thy statutes. 





a Job 23:12; Psa. 19:10. * Heb. palate. b Prov. 8:13. f Or, 
candle. ¢ Prov. 6:23. d Neh. 10:29. e Heb. 13:15. fJob13: 14. 
g Prov. 1:11, 12. h Jer. 15:16. re 19:3. Heb. do. j Rev. 
2:10, k Jer.4: 14, -1 Psa: 32: m Psa. 139: 19; 1 Cor. 15: 33. 
n Rom. 5:5, © Mal. 4:3, p EJohn 2: 21. % Heb. causest to cease. 
q Ezek. 22:18. r Hab. 3:16. 8 Psa. 37:32, 33. t Heb. 7:22. u Psa, 
103: 10. v Psa. 116:16. w Psa. 19: 10; Prov. 8:11. x ver. 18; Isa, 





105. A lamp unto my feet ; showing the way 
in which I should go. 
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25:1. y2Cor.4:4,6. 2 Prov. 1:4;9:4-6. || Heb. according to 
the custom toward. @Psa.17:5. » Psa.19: 13; Rom, 6: 12, 14. 
ec Num. 6:25,26. d Jer. 13:17; 14:17; Ezek. 9:4. e Dan, 0:7. 
* Heb. righteousness. + Heb. faithfulness. f Psa, 69:9. Heb. 
cut me off. % Heb. tried, or refined. g John 17:17. || Heb. found 
me. bh Prov. 10:21. 





109. My soul ts continually in my hand; 





my life is constantly in danger. 














The excellence of 


146 I cried unto thee; save me, *andI 
shall keep thy testimonies. 

147 I *prevented the dawning of the 
morning, and cried: I hoped in thy word. 

148 Mine eyes prevent the night watch- 
es, that [ might meditate in thy word. 

149 Hear my voice according unto thy 
loving-kindness: O Lor», quicken me ac- 
cording to thy judgment. 

150 They draw nigh that follow after 
mischief: they are far from thy law. 

151 Thou “art near, O Lorn; and all 
thy commandments are truth. 

152 Concerning thy testimonies, I have 
known of old that thou hast founded them 
for ° ever. 

RESH. 

153 Consider ¢mine affliction, and de- 
liver me: for I do not forget thy law. 

154 Plead *my cause, and deliver me: 
quicken me according to thy word. 

155 Salvation is ‘far from the wicked: 
for they seek not thy statutes. 

156 Greatt are thy tender mercies, O 
Lorp: quicken me according to thy judg- 
ments. 

157 Many are my persecutors and mine 
enemies; yet do I not decline from thy 
testimonies. 

158 I beheld the transgressors, and 
was grieved; because they kept not thy 
word. 

159 Consider how I love thy precepts: 
quicken me, O Lorp, according to thy 
loving-kindness. 

160 Thy? word ts true from the begin- 
ning: and every one of thy righteous 
judgments endureth for ever. 


PSALM CXIX. 


God’s holy word. 


SCHIN. 

161 Princes & have persecuted me with- 
out a cause: but my heart standeth in 
awe of thy word. 

162 [ rejoice at thy word, as one that 
findeth great spoil. 

163 [I hate and abhor lying: but thy law 
do I love. 

164 Seven times a day do I praise thee, 
because of thy righteous judgments. 

165 Great ‘peace have they which love 
thy law: and $ nothing shall offend them. 

166 Lorp, I have hoped for thy salva- 
tion, and done thy commandments. 

167 My soul hath kept thy testimonies ; 
and I love them exceedingly. 

168 [ have kept thy precepts and thy tes- 
timonies: for/ all my ways are before thee. 
TAU. 

169 Let my ery come near before thee, 
O Lorp: give * me understanding aeccord- 
ing to thy word. 

170 Let my supplication come before 
thee: deliver me according to thy word. 

171 My lips shall utter praise, when 
thou hast taught me thy statutes. 

172 My tongue shall speak of thy word : 
for all thy commandments are righteous- 
ness. 

173 Let thy hand help me; for 'I have 
chosen thy precepts. 

174 I have longed for thy salvation, O 
Lorp; and thy law is ™my delight. 

175 Let my soul live, and it shall praise 
thee; and let thy judgments help me. 

176 I "have gone astray like a lost 
sheep: seek thy servant; for I do not 
forget thy commandments. 





* Or,that Imay. @ Psa. 130: 6. b Psa. 139: 2, etc. ¢ Luke 21: 33. 
a Lam.5:1. eMic. 7:9; 1John2:1. f Luke 16:24. f Or, Many. 
t Heb. The beginning of thy word is true. g 1Sam, 24: 11, 17; 
26: 21,23. hver. lil. i Prov. 3:2; Isa, 32:17; John 14:27; Phil. 


4:7. QHeb. they shall have no stumbling-block ; 1 Pet.2:8; 1John, 
2:10. j Psa. 139:3; Prov.6:21. k Prov. 2:6,7; James 1: 5. 
1 Josh. 24: 22; Prov. 1:29; Luke 10:42. m Psa.1:2,. n Isa. 53: 6; 
Luke 15:4, etc.; 1 Pet. 2: 28. 





147. I prevented the dawning of the morn- 
ing ; cried unto God during the night season and 
before the dawn of day. 

164. Seven times ; many times, often. 

165. Nothing shall offend them; they shall 
have no stumbling-blocks, their way shall bs safe 
and prosperous. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. The best way to be kept from all iniquity is to 
be diligently employed in learning and deieg the 
whole will of God. 

6. They who have respect to all God’s command- 
ments have the approbation of conscience, and their 
hope shall never oe disappointed. 

5 He who takes the Bible for his guide will 
walk in safety, purity, and love; and will be pre- 
served from manifold dangers to which he would 
otherwise be exposed. 

15. Meditation upon the word and ways of God 
is a great safeguard to youth, and to those of riper 


ears. 
F 18. The mind needs to be spiritually enlightened 
in order to behold the spiritual meaning, beauty, 
and excellence of the Scriptures. 
24. Those who take counsel of the statutes of 
God will be likely to be made wise to salvation. 








30. Men must make their duty their delight, or 
they will not be likely to perform it. 

46. Those who love God will not be afraid to 
speak of him before the great and honorable of the 
earth. 

53. Pious men are grieved when the wicked break 
God’s law. 

55. Serious thought and contemplation on the 
works and ways of (rod, and on our relations to 
him and obligations to obey him, are essential to the » 
hearty turning of the soul to his service. 

67. Afflictions are often made the means of re- 
claiming the soul from backsliding, and thus pro- 
moting its highest good. 

72. No earthly good is so precious or useful as 
the keeping of the divine commands. 

74, The deliverance of a pious soul from trouble 
gives great joy to the people of God. 

83. yi great and long-continued afflictions the 
soul may be deprived of rest, peace, and joy; yet 
it will still cleave to God’s service. 

88. The effect of God’s grace bestowed upon the 
righteous is an increase of the fruits of obedience. 

96. Nothing merely human is perfect; perfection 
is attained only by perfect obedience to the revealed 
will of God. 

71 


PSALM 


Prayer in distress. 


PSALM CXx. 


1 David prayeth against Doeg, 3 reproveth his tongue, 
5 complaineth of his necessary conversation with the 
wicked. 


q A Song of degrees. 
ie amy distress I cried unto the Lorp, 
and he heard me. 

2 Deliver my soul, O Lorp, from lying 
lips, and from a deceitful tongue. 
-3 What* shall be given unto thee? or 
what shall be tdone unto thee, thou false 
tongue? 

4 Sharp? arrows of the mighty, with 
coals of juniper. 
_ 5 Woe is me, that I sojourn in > Mesech, 

that I dwell in the tents of ° Kedar! 

6 My soul hath long dwelt with him 
that hateth peace. 

7 LamSfor peace: but when I speak, 
they are for war. 


PSALM CXXI. 


he great safety of the godly, who put their trust in 
God’s protection. 


_ ¥ A Song of degrees. 
| WILL lift up mine eyes unto the hills, 
from whence cometh my help. 


CXXII. The house of the Lord. 


2 My ‘help cometh from the Lorp, 
which made heaven and earth. © 

3 He will not suffer thy foot to be 
moved: he ‘that keepeth thee will not 
slumber. 

4 Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall 
neither slumber nor sleep. 

5 The Lorp is thy keeper: the Lorp 7s 
thy shade upon thy right hand. 

6 The "sun shall not smite thee by day, 
nor the moon by night. 

7 The ‘Lorp shall preserve thee from 
all evil: he shall. preserve thy soul. 

8 The Lorp shall preserve /thy going 
out and thy coming in from this time 
forth, and even for evermore. 


PSALM CXXII. 


1 David professeth his joy for the church, 6 and pray- 
eth for the peace thereof. 


q A Song of degrees of David. 
WAS glad when they said unto me, 
Let* us go into the house of the Lorp. 
2 Our feet shall stand within thy gates, 
O Jerusalem. 
3 Jerusalem is builded as a city that is 
compact together: 





aJonah2:2. * Or, What shall the deceitful tongue give unto thee ? 
or What shall it profit thee? + Heb.added. $ Or, Itisas the sharp 
arrows of the mighty man. b Gen. 10:2. ¢ Gen, 25:13. Q Or,a 
man of peace. || Or, Shall I lift up mine eyes to the hills 2 whence 


d Hos. 13:9. e 1Sam. 2:9; 
h Isa. 49:10; Rev. 


k Isa. 2:2,3; 


should my help come? Jer. 3:23. 
Prov. 3:25, 26. f Isa. 27:3. 8 Isa, 25:4, 
7:16. i2Tim. 4:18. j Deut. 28:6; Prov. 2:8. 
Jer. 50:5; Zech. 8:21. 





103. The law of God is the delight of his people, 
and shows them the path of duty, safety, and bless- 
edness. 

117. The only safety of believers is in being kept 
by the mighty power of God through faith unto 
salvation. 

130. The reception of divine truth illuminates and 
purifies the soul. 

147. The way to the throne of mercy is always 
open, and (rod sees the wants of his people amidst 
the darkness of midnight, as well as in the splendors 
of noonday. : 

155. Without seeking for the pearl of great price 
we shall not be likely to obtain it. 

164. The righteous pray with all prayer and sup- 
plication in the Spirit, and watch thereunto with 
all perseverance. 

165. Obedience to God’s law is the only way of 
peace and safety. 

PSALM CXX. 

Title, A Song of degrees; or, a song of as- 
cents; the title of this and the fourteen following 
psalms: probably so called because they were ar- 
ranged to be sung on the occasion of the ascent of 
the Israelites to Jerusalem to keep the yearly fes- 
tivals. Deut. 16:16. 

3. What shall be given wnto thee? what 
reward shall God give unto thee for thy wicked- 
ness ? 

4. Sharp arrows—coals ; God will give these 
to the false tongue. As it has wounded others like 
sharp arrows, and burned them like coals of fire, so 
will God do to it. Arrows of the mighty; such 
as the mighty warrior shoots. Jwniper; a shrub, 
different from our juniper, from the roots of which 
oe was made anciently, as it isat the present 

ay. 

3 Mesech ; a barbarous people east of the Black 
sea. Kedar; an Arabian tribe. Mesech and Ke- 
dar are put generally for foreign and hostile na- 


tions. 
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INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. When the slander of false tongues is directed 
against the faithful servants of God, they ought to 
bear it patiently, remembering that he will in due 
time deliver them, and punish their calumniators. 

7. The friends of God are friends of peace, and 
it is a great grief to them to be compelled to dwell 
with persons of a contentious spirit. 

PSALM CXXI. 

1. I will lift wp mine eyes; an expression of 
longing desire and faith. Unto the hills ; the hills 
of Jerusalem, where- God had his earthly abode. 
Lifting up the eyes to these hills, was lifting them 
up to God. Psa. 20:2. 

5. Thy shade ; thy protection. Isa. 25:4. 

6. The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor 
the moon by night; no hurtful influence of the 
day, which the sun rules, nor of the night, which 
the moon rules, shall harm thee. 

8. Thy going out and thy coming in; all 
the daily employments of life, in the pursuit of 
which we go out and in. . 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Looking to God for help is a mark which dis- 
tinguishes the true believer from all other men. 

6. When God grants us his protection, we are 
safe in the midst of the greatest danger. 

8. The righteous have an almighty Friend and 
Keeper ever present to help them in trouble, sup- 
port them in temptation, guide them in perplexity, 
and defend them from all injury. For this reason 
it is both their privilege and their duty to be always 
cheerful and tranquil. 

PSALM CXXII. 

1. Into the house of the Lord ; into the courts 
of the temple; for into the temple itself none but _ 
the priests could enter. : 

3. Compact together; having its fortifications 
and houses closely joined together. This describes 
its strength and populousness, and the close identi- 
fication of interests among its inhabitants. 











Confidence in God. 


4 Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of 
the Lorp, unto the testimony of Israel, 
- to give thanks unto the name of the Lorn. 


5 For *there *are set thrones of judg-}| 


ment, the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they 
shall prosper that love thee. 

7 Peace be within thy walls, and pros- 
perity within thy palaces. 

8 For my brethren and companions’ 
sakes, I will now say, Peace be within 
thee. 

9 Because of the house of the Lorp our 
God I will seek thy good. 


PSALM CXXIII. 


1 The godly profess their confidence in God, 3 and pray 
to be delivered from contempt. 


q A Song of degrees. 


NTO ¢ thee lift Lup mine eyes, O thou 
that dwellest in the heavens. 

2 Behold, as the eyes of servants look 
unto the hand of their masters, and as 
the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of 
her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the 
Lorp our God, until that he have mercy 
upon us. 

3 Have mercy upon us, O Lorp, have 


mercy upon us: for we are exceedingly |: 


filled with contempt. 
4 Our soul is exceedingly filled with 


PSALM CXXVI. 


Help in trouble. 


the scorning of those that are af ease, 
and with the contempt of the proud. 


PSALM CXXIV. 
The church blesseth God for a miraculous deliverance. 


q A Song of degrees of David. 


F4 it had not been the Lorp who was 

on our side, now may Israel say ; 

2 If it had not been the Lorp who was 
on our side, when men rose up against us: 

3 Then they had swallowed us up quick, 
when their wrath was kindled against us: 

4 Then the waters had overwhelmed 
us, the stream had gone over our soul: 

5 Then the proud waters had gone over 
our soul. 

6 Blessed be the Lorp, who hath not 
given us as a prey to their teeth. 

7 Our soul is escaped as a bird out of 
the snare of the fowlers: the snare is 
broken, and we are escaped. 

8 Our help zs in the name of the Lorp, 
who made heaven and earth. 


PHALM CXAN. 


1 The safety of such as trust in God. 4 A prayer for 
the godly, and against the wicked 


«| A Song of degrees. 

HEY that trust in the Lorp shall be 

as mount Zion, which cannot be re- 
moved, but abideth for ever. 





a Deut. 17:8,9; 2Chron.19:8. * Heb. do sit, b Neh. 2:10. 


CoPse, 12): 1. dbx: 15-11,.etc; 





4. Whither the tribes go up; to keep the an- 
nual festivals. Unto the testimony of Israel ; 
according to the testimony or ordinance which God 
gave to Israel. Deut. 16:16. 

5. Thrones of judgment; seats where judges 
dispense justice. These are called the thrones of 
the house of David, because the judges who sat 
in them acted under David, or under the kings of 
his family who succeeded him. 

8. For my brethren and companions’ sakes ; 
all the pious Darealiten: whose peace lay in the peace 
of Jerusalem. 

9. Because of the house of the Lord our God ; 
because Jerusalem contained the house of the Lord, 
that is, because it was the seat of God’s worship. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. All good men love the church of God and her 
ordinances, and will not fail to be found in their 
place in his sanctuary whenever he gives them the 
opportunity. 

4. The public worship of God is expressly com- 
manded in the Bible, and no family, community, or 
nation that neglects it can expect permanent pros- 
perity, either temporal or spiritual. 

6. They who pray for and seek the peace of God’s 
church always have true prosperity. - 

8. In the welfare of God’s church is included the 
welfare of each one of God’s children. For his own 
sake, then, and for the sake of his brethren and com- 
panions, he should seek her peace. 

9, The institutions of religion are to every city or 
nation its most precious and valuable possession. 


' PSALM CXXIII. 
2. Unto the hand of their masters—unto the 
hand of her mistress; because it is the hand 





upon which they are dependent; the hand which 
supplies, governs, and protects them. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 
1. When affliction leads us to seek help and com- 


-| fort from God, it has the effect for which it is sent. 


2. Since all our trials come upon us by God's 
appointment for our profit, we should look to him 
alone for deliverance, and use no means to this end 
but such as are consistent with his revealed will. 

4, “The Lord seeth not as man seeth.” They 
whom he most loves and honors are very often the 
objects of scorn and derision to the proud and luxu- 
rious. 


PSALM CXXIV. 


2. When men rose up against us ; the men here 
spoken of are the enemies of Israel the true visible 
Share of God; the men who sought to destroy the 
nation, and with it the institutions of religion. 

3. Quick; alive, as men are devoured by wild 
beasts or swallowed up by earthquakes. Num. 16:33. 

5. Proud waters; swelling waters, but with an 
allusion to the pride of Israel’s enemies. 

7. Our soul; our life; that is, we have escaped 
alive. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. God’s church has no power of her own to with- 
stand the assaults of Satan and wicked men. Were 
it not for his continual presence and protection, these 
would soon utterly destroy her. 

7. God can easily break all the snares which 
wicked men spread for the feet of his people; and 
he will do so, for the sake of his own glory and 
their good. 

8. Since God who made heaven and earth is the 
Helper of his people, their cause must prosper, until 
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PSALM 


2 As the mountains are round about 
Jerusalem, so the Lorp is round about 
his people from henceforth even for ever. 

3 For the rod of *the wicked shall not 
rest* upon the lot of the righteous; lest 
the righteous put forth their hands unto 
iniquity. 

4 Do good, O Lorp, unto those that be 
good, and to (hem that are upright in their 
hearts. 

5 As for such as turn aside unto their 
crooked ways, the Lorp shall lead them 
forth with the workers of iniquity: but 
peace” shall be upon Israel. 


PSALM CXX VI. 


1 The church, celebrating her incredible return out of 
captivity, 4 prayeth for, and prophesie:h the good 
success thereof. 


q A Song of degrees. 
HEN the Lorp tturned* again the 
captivity of Zion, we were like them 
that dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laugh- 
ter, and our tongue with singing: then 
said they among the heathen, The Lorp 
hath #done great things for them. 

3 The Lorp hath done great things for 
us; whereof we are glad. 


The safety of those 


CXXVII. who trust in God. 


4 Turn again our captivity, O Lorp, as 
the streams in the south. 

5 bra ‘that sow in tears shall reap in 
joy. 

6 He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing |!precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with ‘rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him. 


PSALM CXXVII. 


1 The virtue of God’s blessing. 3 Good children are 
his gift. 


q A Song of degrees * for Solomon. 
XCEPT ‘the Lorp build the house, 
they labor in vain t that build it: ex- 
cept the Lorn keep the city, the watch- 
man waketh but in vain. 
2 It 1s vain for you to rise up early, to 
sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows: 


for so he giveth his beloved sleep. 


3 Lo, ®children are a heritage of the 
Lorp: and the fruit of the womb is his 
reward. 

4 As arrows are in the hand of a mighty 
man; so are children of the youth. 

5 Happy zs the man that hath Shis quiver 
full of them: they shall not be ashamed, 
but they shall ?speak with the enemies 
in the ‘gate. 





* Heb. wickedness, a Isa. 14:5,6. b Gal. 6:16. + Heb. re- 
turned the returning. ¢ Psa.53:6; 85:1. Heb. magnified todo 
with them, d Jer. 31:9-14. % Or, singing. || Ur, secd-hasket. e Psa. 


30:5. * Or, of; Psa. 72, title. f 1 Cor.3:6,7. | Heb. that are build- 
ers ofitinit. gGen.3:17,19. hGen. 33:5; 1Sam.2:5. £Heb. filled 
his quiver with. % Or, subdue, as Psa.18:47,ordestroy. iJob 5:4. 





the whole world shall be brought to the knowledge 
and obedience of the gospel. 


PSALM CXXYV. 

2. As the mountains are round about Jeru- 
salem ; Jerusalem is surrounded by hills higher 
than itself. Rownd about his people; protects 
them on every side. 

3. The rod of the wicked ; the sceptre of wicked 
rulers. The lot of the righteous ; the inheritance 
which God has given to them. 

d. Lead them forth; destroy them. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. God always rewards the confidence of his peo- 
ple, and will in due time deliver them. They 
whose faith in him is unshaken, cannot be moved 
by any assaults of the wicked. 

2. It is impossible that any scheme for the over- 
throw of God’s church should prosper; for his om- 
nipotence is round about her from age to age. 

3. God will not allow the wicked perpetually to 
oppress the righteous, lest, through despair of his 
mercy, they be driven into sin. 

5. They who choose to go with the wicked in 
life, must have their portion with them in death. 


PSALM CXXVI. 

1. The captivity of Zion; her captivity in 
Babylon. e were like them that dream; our 
deliverance was so surprising that it seemed to us 
a dream, and not a reality. 

4. Turn again our captivity; the work of 
restoring the captive Jews to their home had been 
begun, (ver. 1,) and here the psalmist prays that it 
may be completed. As the streams tn the south ; 
the south of Palestine, bordering on the desert. 
These are, as in other hot and desert regions, dry 
during the summer; but when the rainy season re- 
turns, they are again filled with water. The psalm- 
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ist prays that God would work a like change in the 
condition of his people. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. It is an easy thing for God to grant to his people 
great and surprising deliverances, and he has often 
done so in the hour of their deepest distress. 

2. God will so order his dealings with his church 
that ungodly men shall be compelled to see and 
acknowledge his presence with her, and his won- 
derful interpositions in her behalf. 

4, God’s past favors should encourage us to hope 
and pray for more. 

6. The most successful undertakings have often 
been commenced in the midst of great difficulties 
and with much weeping. The spiritual seed that 
is abundantly watered with godly tears, will bring 
forth a rich harvest of golden sheaves. 


PSALM CXXVII. 


2. The bread of sorrows ; bread earned by hard » 


and painful toil. Gen. 3:17. So; by aiding in 
building the house and keeping the city. His be- 
loved; the man whom he loves and takes under 
his protection. The meaning is, that they whom 
God loves and helps, accomplish easily and suc- 
cessfully the business of the day, and enjoy quiet 
sleep after it. 

3. A heritage of the Lord ; an inheritance giv- 
en by the Lord. 

4. Children of the youth; born in the youth 
of the parents, and consequently of sufficient ma- 
turity and vigor to defend them in their old age. 

3. They shall not be ashamed; the children, 
when they defend their parents; for they shall be 


successful. In the gate; ‘where causes were 
heard and decided by the judges. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 


1. In all our undertakings it is our duty to use 
with diligence and prudence the means of success; 
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- Blessed to fear God. 


PSALM 
PSALM CXXVIII. 


_ The sundry blessings which follow them that fear God. 


q A Song of degrees. 
LESSED® is every one that feareth 
the Lorn; that walketh in his ways. 

2 For thou shalt eat the labor of thy 
hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be 
well with thee. 

3 Thy ‘wife shall be as a fruitful vine 
by the sides of thy house: thy children 
like ‘olive-plants round about thy table. 

4 Behold, that thus shall the man be 
blessed that feareth the Lorp. 

5 The Lorp shall bless thee “out of 
Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Je- 
rusalem all the days of thy life. 

6 Yea, thou shalt see thy children’s 
children,‘ and £ peace upon Israel. 


PSALM CXXIX. 


1 An exhortation to praise God for saving Israel in their 
great afflictions. 5 The haters of the church are 


cursed. 
{ A Song of degrees. 
ANY * a time have they afflicted me 
from® my youth, may Israelnow say: 
2 Many a time have they afflicted me 
from my youth: yet ‘they have not pre- 
vailed against me. 
3 The ploughers ploughed upon my 
back: they made long their furrows. 
4 The Lorp is righteous: he hath cut 
asunder the cords of the wicked. 
5 Let ithem all be confounded and 
turned back that hate Zion. 


CXXX. 


6 Let them be as the grass upon the 
house-tops, which *withereth afore it 
groweth up: | 

7 Wherewith the mower filleth not his 
hand; nor he that bindeth sheaves his 
bosom. 

8 Neither do they which go by say, The 
blessing! of the Lorp be upon you: we 
bless you in the name of the Lorp. 


PSALM CXxXx. 


1 The psalmist professeth his hope in prayer, 5 and 
his a in hope. 7 He exhorteth Israel to hope 
in , 


Hope in prayer. 


{ A Song of degrees. 
UT of the ™depths have I cried unto 
thee, O Lorn. 

2 Lord, hear my voice: "let thine ears 
be attentive to the voice of my supplica- 
tions. 

3 If °thou, Lorp, shouldest mark in- 
iquities, O Lord, who shall stand? 

4 But Pthere is forgiveness with thee, 
that 4thou mayest be feared. 

5 1 wait for the Lorp, my soul doth 
wait, and in his word do I hope. 

6 My soul waiteth for the Lord more 
than they that watch for the morning: tJ 
say, more than they that watch for the 
morning. 

7 Let Israel "hope in the Lorn: for 
with the Lorp there ts mercy, and with 
him zs *plenteous redemption. 

8 And the shall redeem Israel from all 
his iniquities. 





a Psa. 112:1. b Isa.3: 10, ¢ Ezek. 19:10. d Psa. 144: 12. e Psa. 
134:3. f Gen. 50:23; Job42:16. g Psa.125:5. * Or, Much. 
h Ex. 1:13, 14; Lam.1:3. iJobn16:33. j 1 Cor. 16:22. k Mat. 
13:6,21. 1 Ruth2:4. m Lam.3:55; Jonah2:2, n2Chron. 


6:40. o Psa. 143:2; Rom, 3: 20-24, p Ex. 34:7; Dan. 9:9; Rom. 
8:1. q Jer. 33:8,9; 2Tim. 2:19. fF Or, which watch unto the 
morning. ¥ Psa. 71:5; Rom. 8:24; Heb. 10:35, 8 Psa. 103: 8 
t Mat. 1:91. 





but unless God add his blessing, our labor will be in 
vain. 

2. Unbelief and practical atheism, by filling the 
mind with distracting anxiety, unfit it for wise effort ; 
true faith in God has a tranquillizing influence, which 
is equally conducive to comfort and success. 

5. Well-trained and virtuous children are the best 
earthly defence and comfort of old age. 


PSALM CXXVIII. 

2. For thou shalt eat the labor of thy hands ; 
what is earned by the labor of thy hands, thou shalt 
thyself enjoy; others shall not plunder thee of it. 

3. By the sides of thy house; in the inner 
apartments. 1Sam. 24:3; Jonah 1:5. 

5. Out of Zion ; the earthly residence of God. 


Psa. 20 : 2. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. God withholds no real good from them that 
fear and obey him. With all spiritual blessings, he 
gives also every earthly comfort that is consistent 
with their highest welfare. 

3. A numerous offspring is one of the many tem- 

ral blessings promised to the righteous in the Old 

estament. en God withholds this or any other 
earthly good from his faithful servants, or takes it 
away after it has been enjoyed, he does so for the 
trial of their faith and patience. 

6. To the “Israelite indeed” God can promise no 
higher good, apart from his own favor and friend- 
ship, than to see “the good of Jerusalem” and “ peace 
upon Israel.” 





PSALM CXXIX. 

1. My youth ; the youth of the nation. 

3. Ploughed upon my back; furrowed my 
back with stripes. 

4. The cords of the wicked; the cord with 
which the wicked, the enemies of Israel, bound 
him. The figure in this and the preceding verse 
is that of a captive bound and scourged. 

6. Upon the house-tops ; the flat roofs, which 
in the East are often covered with earth. Isa. 
O7 : 27. 

8. Say; to the reapers. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. The history of God’s church from the begin- 
ning is @ continuous fulfilment of the primitive 

rophecy, “It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bru his heel.” She is always afflicted by her 
enemies, and always prevailing against them. 

6. The prosperity of the enemies of God’s people 
is always short-lived. 

PSALM CXXX. 

1. Out of the depths ; of affliction. 

3. Mark iniguities ; for the purpose of punish- 
ing them. 

8. From all his iniquities ; from sin and the 
suffering that follows sin. ; 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The right effect of distress, whether outward 
or inward, is to produce sincere and earnest prayer 
to God, and fo prayer will always be heard and 
answered. 
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David's prayer at PSALM 


PSALM CXXXI. 


1 David, professing his humility, 3 exhorteth Israel to 
hope in God. 


q A Song of degrees of David. 
Lyons my heart is not haughty, nor 
mine eyes lofty: neither do I * exer- 
cise myself in great matters, or in things 
too thigh for me. 

2 Surely I have behaved and quieted 
myself,? as a *child that is weaned of his 
mother: my soul is even as a weaned 
child. 

3 Let Israel hope in the Lorp § from 
henceforth and for ever. 


PSALM CXXXIlI. 


1 David in his prayer commendeth unto God the relig- 
ious care he had for the ark. 8 His prayer at the 
removing of the ark, 11 with a repetition of God’s 


promises. 
q A Song of degrees. 


ORD, remember David, and all his 
afflictions : 

2 How he sware unto the Lorp, and 
vowed?” unto the mighty God of Jacob ; 

3 Surely I will not come into the taber- 
nacle of my house, nor go up into my bed; 

4 I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or 
slumber to mine eyelids, . 

5 Until I find out a place for the Lorp, 
a |! habitation for the mighty God of Jacob. 

6 Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah: we 
found it in the fields of the wood. 


CXXXII. 


7 We © will go into his tabernacles: w 
will ¢ worship at his footstool. 

8 Arise, O Lorn, into thy rest: thou, 
and the ark of *thy strength. : 

9 Let thy priests be clothed with right- 
eousness; and let thy saints ‘shout for 
joy. 

10 For thy servant David’s sake turn 
not away the face of thine anointed. 

11 The Lorp hath sworn in truth unto 
David; he will not turn from it; & Of the 
fruit of thy *body will I set upon thy 
throne. 

12 If thy children will keep my cove- 
nant and my testimony that I shall teach 
them, their children shall also sit upon 
thy throne for evermore. 

13 For the Lorp hath ¢hosen Zion; he 
hath desired it for his habitation. 

14 This *is my rest for ever: here will 
I dwell; for I have desired it. 

15 1 will tabundantly bless her pro- 
vision : I will satisfy her poor with ‘bread. 

16 I will also clothe her priests with 
salvation: and her saints shall shout 
aloud for joy. . 

17 There will I make the horn of David 
to bud: I have ordained a # lamp * for mine 
anointed. 

18 His enemies will I clothe with 
shame: but upon himself shall his crown 
flourish. 


- the removing of the ark. 





* Heb. walk. + Heb. wonderful ; Job 42:3. $ Heb. my soul. 
a Mat. 18:3. @ Heb. from now. b2Sam.7:1, etc. ! Heb. hab- 
ttations. ¢ Psa. 122:1. d@ Psa.99:5. e Psa.78:61. f Isa. 65:14. 


g 1 Kings, 8:25. * Heb. belly. h Psa. 68:16. ¢ Or, surely. i Luke 


1:63, j ver. 9 t Or, candle. k 2 Chron, 21:7. 





3. No man can stand before God on the ground 
of his innocency. His only hope is in God’s forgiv- 
ing mercy. 

6. When deliverance is long delayed, it is good 
to wait upon God in quiet submission and humble 
obedience. When the right time has come, he will 
cause the morning to shine. 

8. God’s work in behalf of his people will not be 
complete till he has abolished sin in their souls, and 
all the consequences of sin in their souls, bodies, 


and estate. 
PSALM CXXXI. 

1. Exercise myself in ; employ myself about. 

2. Behaved; composed. As a child that ts 
weaned of his mother ; as a weaned child lies qui- 
etly upon its mother’s bosom. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Contentment in a humble sphere is a high at- 
tainment, and one peculiarly pleasing to God. 1 Pet. 
0: 6. 

2. When God withholds or takes from us com- 
forts of any kind, it is good to lean our souls upon 
him in quiet faith and submission, and let him do 
with us as seems good in his sight. 

PSALM CXXXII. 

5. A place for the Lord; a place for the ark of 
the Lar, the symbol of his presence. David trans- 
ferred the ark from Kirjath-jearim to Zion, and had 
in mind to build a temple for it there. 

6. At Ephratah; either Bethlehem Ephratah, 
(Micah 5: 2,) the place of the hearers; or Ephraim, 
to which tribe belonged Shiloh, the place of the ark 
in Eli’s day. In the fields of the wood ; in Kir- 
jath-jearim, which signifies, “ City of woods.” 
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8. Arise, O Lord, into thy rest; thy resting- 
place on mount Zion. This verse and the two fol- 
lowing coincide with Solomon’s prayer at the ded- 
ication of the temple. The psalmist prays for a 
renewal of God’s presence and power on mount 
Zion. 

10. Turn not away the face of thine anoint- 
ed; refuse not his request. Anotnted ; a common 
term for David, as anointed by God’s appointment. 

17. There will I make the horn of David to 
bud ; to make the horn of David to bud, is to con- 
tinue the strength and prosperity of his kingdom. 
Ordained alamp for mine anointed ; given him 
always a successor on the throne. 1 Kings, 11:36; 
15:4; 2 Kings, 8:19. 

The recital of God’s promise to David, ver. 11-18, 
is in reality a prayer for its fulfilment. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Good men prefer the glory of God and the wel- 
fare of his people to their own personal ease and 
emolument. 

11. God is well pleased with the recital of his 
promises, and when we comply with the conditions 
annexed to them he will certainly fulfil them to us’ 
and our children. 

16. In the institutions of the gospel, God has made 
abundant provision for all the wants of his people, 
and he would have them always happy and joyful 
in his service. 

18. In the Lord Jesus, the last and greatest of 
David’s line, all the promises made to David’s house 
are fulfilled in their highest sense. His enemies 
God will clothe with shame, but upon himself shall 
his crown flourish. 
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Praise to God for 
PSALM CXXXIIl. 


The benefit of the communion of saints. 
q A Song of degrees of David. © 
EHOLD, how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell * together 
in unity! 

2 It is like the precious * ointment upon 
the head, that ran down upon the beard, 
even Aaron’s beard: that went down to 
the skirts of his garments ; 

3 As the dew of »Hermon, and as the 
dew that descended upon the mountains 
of Zion: for there the Lorp commanded 
the blessing, even life for evermore. 


PSALM CXXXIV. 
An exhortation to bless God. 
q A Song of degrees. 
EHOLD, bless ye the Lorp, all ye ser- 
vants of the Lorp, which by night 
stand in the house of the Lorp. 
2 Lift “up your hands in 7 the sanctu- 
ary, and bless the Lorp. 
3 The Lorp that made 
earth bless thee out of Zion. 


PSALM CXXXV. 


1 An exhortation to praise God for his mercy, 5 for his 
power, 8 for his judgments. 15 The vanity of idols. 
19 An exhortation to bless God. 


RAISE ye the Lorp. Praise ‘ye the 
name of the Lorn; praise him, O ye 
servants of the Lorp. 

2 Ye thatstand in the house of the Lorn, 
in the courts of the house of our God, 

3 Praise the Lorn; for the Lorp 72s good: 
sing praises unto his name; for zt fis 
pleasant. 

4 For&the Lorp hath chosen Jacob unto 
himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure. 

5 For I know that the Lorp 1s great, 
and that our Lord is above all gods. 


heaven and 


PSALM CXXXIII. 


his mercy and judgments. 


6 Whatsoever "the Lorp pleased, that 
did he in heaven, and in earth, in the 
seas, and all deep places. 

7 He ‘causeth the vapors to ascend 
from the ends of the earth; he jmaketh 
lightnings for the rain; he bringeth the 
wind out of his treasuries. 

8 Who * smote the first-born of Egypt, 
both? of man and beast. 

9 Who sent 'tokens and wonders into 
the midst of thee, O Egypt, upon Pha- 
raoh, and upon all his servants. 

10 Who ™smote great nations, and slew 
mighty kings; 

11 Sihon king of the Amorites, and Og 
king of Bashan, and all the kingdoms of 
Canaan: 

12 And "gave their land for a heritage, 
a heritage unto Israel his people. 

13 Thy °name, O Lorn, endureth for 
ever; and thy memorial, O Lorp, through- 
out all generations. 

14 For Pthe Lorp will judge his peo- 
ple, and he will repent himself concern- 
ing his servants. 

15 The @idols of the heathen ave silver 
and gold, the work of men’s hands. 

16 They have mouths, but they speak 
not; eyes have they, but they see not; 

17 They have ears, but they hear not; 
neither is there any breath in their 
mouths. 

18 They that make them are like unto 
them: so is every one that trusteth in 
them. 

19 Bless the Lorn, O house of Israel: 
bless the Lorp, O house of Aaron: 

20 Bless the Lorp, O house of Levi: 
ye that fear the Lorp, bless the Lorn. 

21 Blessed be the Lorp out of Zion, 
which dwelleth at Jerusalem. Praise ye 
the Lorp. 





* Heb. even together. a Ex. 30:25, 30, b Deut. 4:48. ¢ 1 Tim. 
2:8. + Or, holiness ; 1 Chron. 16:29, d Neh. 9:5; Psa. 145:1. 
e Psa. 92:13. f Psa. 147:1. g Ex. 19:5; Deut. 7:6, 7; 1 Pet. 
2:9, h Psa. 33:9, 11; Dan. 4:35. i Jer. 14:22; Zech. 10:1. j Jer. 


10:13. k Ex. 12:29, $ Heb. from man unto, 1 Ex.7, etc. m Num, 
21: 24-35; Psa. 136:17, etc. » Josh. 12:7; Psa. 44: 1-3; 78: 55.- 
o Ex. 3:15. Heb. to generation and generation, p Deut, 32:36. 
q Pasa. 115: 4, etc. ; Isa. 44: 12, etc. 





PSALM CXXXIII. 
2. The precious ointment; used at Aaron’s 
consecration as high-priest. Lev. 8: 12. 
3. Hermon; the high southern part of the range 
of mountains that runs east of Lebanon and nearly 
arallel with it. It lies around the sources of the 
ordan. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 
In all the relations of life, harmony is equally 
leasant and promotive of strength and prosperity. 


‘In the household of God, it is the indispensable con- 


dition of his presence and blessing. 


PSALM CXXXIV. 

1. All ye servants of the Lord; the ministers 

in attendance upon the sanctuary. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

The worship of God in the various forms of ado- 
ration, thanksgiving, confession, and supplication, 
is the most excellent employment in which a rea- 
sonable being can be engaged, and brings into the 
soul the divine presence and blessing. 





PSALM CXXXYV. 

11. The Amorites—Bashan ; these kingdoms 
lay on the east of the Jordan, and are therefore not 
reckoned to Canaan. 

13. Thy memorial; the remembrance of thee ; 
thy mighty deeds will always be remembered and 
mentioned with praise and thanksgiving. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

4, God’s church is peculiarly dear to him, be- 
cause it is in her that he displays his glory, and 
through her that he overthrows the kingdom of 
Satan. 

7. Since God is the author of nature, all the pow- 
ers of nature are under his control, and through 
them he does whatsoever-he pleases. 

12. The destruction of God’s enemies always 
tends to the enlargement and comfort of his people. 

18. The folly of idolaters consists in their trust- 
ing for salvation to the work of their own hands. 
All who rely on their riches, wisdom, or alliances 
with the great and powerful, are guilty of the 
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Praise to God. 
PSALM CXXXVI. 


An exhortation to give thanks to God for particular 
mercies. 


H give thanks unto the Lorn; for he is 
acood: for "his mercy endureth for ever. 

2 Oh give thanks unto © the God of gods: 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

3 Oh give thanks to the Lord of lords: 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

4 To him who “alone doeth great won- 
ders: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

5 To him ‘that by wisdom made the 
heavens: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

6 To him that stretched fout the earth 
above the waters: for his merey endur- 
eth for ever. 

7 To him that made great lights: for 
his mercy endureth for ever: 

8 The sun *to rule by day: for his 
mercy endureth for ever: 

9 The moon and stars to rule by night: 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

10 To Shim that smote Egypt in their 
first-born: for his mercy endureth for 
ever: 

11 And brought out Israel from among 
them: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

12 With a strong hand, and with a 
stretched out arm: for his mercy endur- 
eth for ever. 

13 To him which * divided the Red sea 
into parts: for his merey endureth for 
ever: 

14 And made Israel to pass through the 
midst of it: for his mercy endureth for 
ever: 

15 But toverthrew Pharaoh and his 
host in the Red sea: for his mercy endur- 
eth for ever. 

16 To him which 'led his people through 
the wilderness: for his merey endureth 
for ever. 

17 To him which smote great kings: 
for his mercy endureth for ever: 

18 And Jslew famous kings: for his 
mercy endureth for ever: 


PSALM CXXXVII. 


In the captivity. 


19 Sihon *king of the Amorites: for 
his merey endureth forever: — 

20 And Og the king of Bashan: for his 
mercy endureth for ever: 

21 And 'gave their land for a heritage : 
for his mercy endureth for ever: 

22 Even a heritage unto Israel his ser- 
vant: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

23 Who ™remembered us in our low 
estate: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

24 And hath redeemed us from our ene- 
mies: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

25 Who "giveth food to all flesh: for 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

26 Oh give thanks unto the God of 
heaven: for his mercy endureth for ever. 


PSALM CXXXVII. 


1 Theconstancy of the Jews incaptivity. 7 The proph- 
et curseth Edom and Babel. 
Y the rivers of Babylon, there we sat 
down, yea, we wept, when we re- 
membered Zion. 

2 We hanged our harps upon the wil- 
lows in the midst thereof. 

3 For there they that carried us away 
captive required of us +a song; and they 
that Swasted °us required of us mirth, 
saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion. 

4 How shall we sing the Lorp’s song 
in a |i strange land? 

5 If? I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget her cunning. 

6 If I do not remember thee, let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; 
if I prefer not Jerusalem above *my 
chief joy. 

7 Remember, O Lorp, the children of 
Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who said, 
Raset it, rase it, even to the foundation 
thereof. 

8 O daughter of Babylon, 'who art to 
be #destroyed; happy shall he be, that 
rewardeth$ thee as thou hast served us. 

9 Happy shall he be, that taketh and 
dasheth thy little ones against the !Istones. 





a Psa. 119: 68. b1 Chron, 16:34; 2 Chron. 20:21. ¢ Deut. 10:17; 
Psa. 82:1. d Psa. 72:18 ¢ Prov.3:19. f Gen.1:9, etc; Jer. 
10:12. * Heb. for the rulings. g Ex.12:29; Psa. 135: 8, etc. h Ex. 
14:21, 22; Psa. 78:13. + Heb. shaked of. i Ex. 13:18; Deut. 
8:15. j Deut. 29:7. k Num, 21:21, 23, 1 Josh. 12: 1, ete. m Deut. 


32:36; Luke 1:48. mn Psa. 145:15. $ Heb. the words of a song. 
% Heb. laid us onheaps. © Psa.79:1. || Heb. land of a stranger. 
p Dan. 6:10, 11. q Psa. 84:10. * Heb. the head of my joy. + Heb. 
Make bare. rx Isa. 13:1, etc.; Rev. 18:6. + Heb. wasted. } Heb. 
recompenseth unto thee thy deed which thou didst tous. || Heb. rock. 





same folly with idolaters, and will come to the 
same end. 

19. A heart full of praise and thanksgiving tow- 
ards God is most excellent and becoming in all his 


servants. 
PSALM CXXXVI. 

23. In our low estate ; when we were captives 
in Babylon. 3 

24. From our enemies ; from those who carried 
us captive. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. “God is love.” All his acts are done in mercy 
and loving-kindness; and they all work together 
for the good of those who love him. 

15. God’s mercy insures the overthrow of his 
enemies not less than the salvation of his friends. 
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PSALM CXXXVII. 

5. Cunning ; skill to act. 

7. In the day of Jerusalem ; in the day of her 
overthrow. The sin here laid to the charge of the 
Edomites is that of rejoicing in and helping forward 
the destruction of Jerusalem. Obad. 10-15. 

8. Daughter of Babylon ; the people of Baby- 
lon, represented under the figure ofa woman. Hap- 
py shall he be; because he has executed God s 
purpose. Ezek. 29:18-20. That rewardeth thee 
as thou hast served us; a prophetic announce- 
ment from God of the coming doom of Edom. See 


Obad. 15. 
INSTRUCTIONS. : 
1. When God punishes a nation for its sins, good 
men share in its calamities. 

















Ne a 





Praise to God for 


PSALM CXXXVIII. 


I David praiseth God for the truth of his word. 4 He 
rophesieth that the kings of the earth shall praise 
God. 7 He professeth his confidence in God. 


q A Psalm of David. 
WILL praise thee with my whole heart: 
before the gods will I sing praise unto 
thee. 

2 I will worship toward thy holy temple, 
and praise thy name for thy loving-kind- 
ness and for thy truth: for *thou hast 
magnified thy word above all thy name. 

3 In the day when IJ cried thou answer- 
edst me, and strengthenedst me with 
strength in my soul. 

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise 
thee, O Lorp, when they hear the words 
of thy mouth. 

5 Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the 
Lorp: for great is the glory of the Lorn. 

6 Though the Lorp be high, yet hath 
he respect unto the lowly: but the proud 
he knoweth afar off. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
thou wilt revive me: thou shalt stretch 
forth thy hand against the wrath of mine 
enemies, and thy right hand shall save me. 

8 The Lorp will? perfect that which con- 
cerneth me: thy mercy, O Lorp, endureth 
for ever: forsake not the works of thine 
own hands. 

PSALM CXXXTX. 
1 David praiseth God for his all-seeing providence, 


17 and for his infinite mercies. 19 He defieth the 
wicked. 23 He prayeth for sincerity. 


q To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 
LORD, thou hast *searched me, and 
known me. 


PSALM CXXXIX. 


his all-seeing providence. 


2 Thou fknowest my downsitting and 
mine uprising; thou €understandest my 
thought afar off. 

3 Thou *compassest my path and my 
lying down, and art acquainted with all 
my ways. 

4 For there is not a word in my tongue. 
but lo, O Lorn, "thou knowest it alto- 
gether. 

5 Thou hast beset me behind and before, 
and laid thy hand upon me. 

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for 
me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it. 

7 Whither ‘shall I go from thy spirit? 
or whither shall I flee from thy presence ? 

8 If /I ascend up into heaven, thou art 
there: if I make my bed in ‘hell, behold, 
thou art there. 

9 If I take the wings of the morning, 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea ; 

10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, 
and thy right hand shall hold me. 

11 If I say, Surely the darkness shall 
cover me; even the night shall be light 
about me. 

12 Yea, the darkness thideth not from 
thee ;! but the night shineth as the day: 
the + darkness and the light are both alike 
to thee. 

13 For thou hast possessed my reins: 
thou hast covered me in my mother’s 
womb. . ; 

14 I will praise thee ; for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made: marvellous are 
thy works; and that my soul knoweth 
right’ well. 





a Isa. 42:21. bisa. 66:1,2; 1 Pet.5:5. ¢ Mic.7:8,9. d Phil. 
1:6; 1Thes.4:24. e Jer. 17:10; Rev.2:23. f 2 Kings, 6:12; 
19:27. g Mat. 9:4; John 2:24,25. * Or,winnowest. h Heb, 





6. The true children of God prefer the welfare of 
his people above their chief joy ; and are more griey- 
ed for the calamities that come upon his church, than 
for any private losses and sufferings of their own. 

9. God is displeased with all who rejoice in the 
affliction of his servants, and will recompense their 
iniquity into their own bosom. 

PSALM CXXXVIII. 
; ke Before the gods ; probably, in the face of all 
alse gods. 

2. Thy word ; thy word of promise. Above all 
thy name ; above all hitherto known of thy perfec- 
tions. The name of God is the sum of his perfec- 
tions as they are manifested to us. 

8. Forsake not the works of thine own hands ; 
the works of mercy which thou hast begun in my 
behalf, carry on to completion. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Every new mercy should excite us to new 
gratitude and praise; and on all suitable occasions 
we should publicly acknowledge God’s goodness to 
us. Psa. 66: 16. 

2. God will more than fulfil the highest expecta- 
tions of all who put their trust in him. 

3. God’s servants never ask help from him in vain. 

5. The Old Testament prophets rightly antici- 
pated the conversion of all nations as the final result 
of what God did for his ancient people. 





4:13. i Jer. 23:24; Jonah 1:3. j Amos 9: 2-4. k Job 26:6; Prov. 
15:11. f Heb. darkeneth. 1 Dan, 2:22. $ Heb. as is the dark- 
ness, so is the light. Heb. greatly. 





6. Nothing brings us so near to God as humility ; 
nothing removes us so far from him as pride. 

7. Though God often suffers his people to be trou- 
bled by their enemies, he never allows them to be 
destroyed. He always interposes at the right time 
for their salvation and for the shame of their perse- 
cutors. 

8. God would have us urge his past mercies tow- 
ards us as an argument why he should bestow more. 


PSALM CXXXIX. 

2. Afar off; to God’s omniscience there is no 
limit of distance or time. 

3. Compassest ; or, as in the margin, wennow- 
est ; narrowly examinest, as one examines wheat 
by sifting it. : 

9. If I take the wings of the morning ; fly 
westward on the beams of the morning sun. The 
uttermost parts of the sea; the most remote re- 
gions of the west, the same as “the islands of the 
sea.” Isa. 11:11. From the position of the Med- 
iterranean, the Hebrews were accustomed to speak 
of the west as the sea. Thus in Gen. 13:14, where 
the four cardinal points are enumerated, the last 
mentioned is seaward, that is, westward. 

13. Hast possessed my reins; hast them in thy 
knowledge and control, as their Maker. 

14. Fearfully and wonderfully ; in a manner 
adapted to excite astonishment and awe. 
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The psalmist’s prayer 


15 My *substance was not hid from thee, 
when * I was made in secret, and curiously 
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 

16 Thine eyes did see my substance, 
yet being unperfect; and in thy book fall 
my members were written, +which in con- 
tinuance were fashioned, when as yet there 
was none of them. 

17 How precious also are thy thoughts 
unto me, O God! how * great is the sum 
of them! 

18 If I should count them, they are 
more in number than the sand: when T 
awake, I am still with thee. 

19 Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O 
God: depart from me therefore, ye bloody 
men. 

20 For they speak against thee wickedly, 
and thine enemies take thy name in vain. 

21 Do ©not I hate them, O Lorp, that 
hate thee? and am not I grieved with 
those that rise up against thee? 

22 I hate them with perfect hatred: I 
count them mine enemies. | 

23 Search me, O God, and know my 
heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 

24 And see if there be any § wicked way 
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 


PSALM CXL. 


1 David prayeth to be delivered from Saul and Doeg. 
8 He prayeth against them. 12 He comforteth him- 
self by confidence in God. 


{ To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 
ELIVER me, O Lorp, from the evil 
man: preserve me from the | violent 
man; 
2 Which imagine mischiefs in their 


PSALM CXL. 


and confidence in God. 


heart; continually are they gathered to- 
gether for war. 

3 They have sharpened their tongues 
like a serpent; adders’ ‘poison is under 
their lips. Selah. 

4 Keep me, O Lorp, from the hands of 
the wicked ; preserve me from the violent 
man; who have purposed to overthrow 
my goings. 

5 The proud have hid a °snare for me, 
and cords; they have spread a net by the 
way-side; they have set gins for me. 
Selah. 

6 I said unto the Lorp, Thou art my 
God: hear the voice of my supplications, 
O Lorp. 

7 O Gop the Lord, the strength of my 
salvation, thou hast covered my head in 
the day of battle. 

8 Grant not, O Lorp, the desires of the 
wicked: further not his wicked device; 
lest * they exalt themselves. Selah. 

9 As for the head of those that compass 
me about, let the mischief of their own 
lips cover them. 

10 Let ‘burning coals fall upon them: 
let them be cast into the fire; into deep 
pits, that they rise not up again. 

11 Let not tan evil speaker be establish- 
ed in the earth: evil shall hunt the vio- 
lent man to overthrow him. 

12 I know that the Lorp will main- 
tain the cause of the afflicted, and the 
right of the poor. 

13 Surely the righteous shall give thanks 
unto thy name: the upright shall dwell 
in thy presence. 





* Or, strength, or body. a Job 10:8, 9. t Heb. all of them. f Or, 
what days they should be fashioned. » Psa.40:5, ¢ 2 Chron. 
19:2. Heb. way of pain, or grief ; 1 Chron.4:10. |! Heb. mun 
of violences, 4d Rom. 3:13. e Jer, 18:22, * Or, let them not be 


exalted. f Psa. 11:6. + Heb.a manof tongue, or an evil speaker, 
a wicked man of violence, be established in the earth: let him be 
hunted to his overthrow. g 1 Kings, 8: 45, 





15. My substance; my frame. Curiously 
wrought ; literally, embroidered ; a description of 
the delicate and complicated tissue of the human 
body. Jn the lowest parts of the earth ; hid from 
view, as if in the depths of the earth; the same as 
“in secret,” and “in my mother’s womb.” Ver. 13. 

16. Yet being wnperfect ; before my birth. 
Written; as an architect has. before him a writ- 
ten description and plan of the house which he is 
building. Which 1 continuance were fash- 
toned; were fashioned by a continuous growth 
that went on day after day. 

18. Iam still with thee; that is, in my medi- 
tations. 

24. The way everlasting ; the old way appoint- 
ed by God from ancient times; the same as “ the old 
paths, where is the good way.” Jer. 6: 16. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

4. With God concealment and hypocrisy can 
have no place. All within us and around us is 
“naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with 
whom we have to do.” 

10. God’s power over us is as absolute as his 
knowledge of us. His omnipotence and omnisci- 
ence alike compass us about, so that there is no 
escape from either. 

14. Our bodies are such a wonderful exhibition 
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of God’s incomprehensible skill, power, and good- 
ness, as should inspire us with the deepest feelings 
of admiration and awe. 

17. Meditation on God’s wonderful dealings with 
themselves and others, is one of the sweet and blessed 
employments of the righteous. 

22. God hates the character and ways of the wick- 
ed, and the feelings of all righteous men are in har- 
mony with his. 

24. Wicked men love self-delusion, and willingly 
remain ignorant of themselves. But the good man 
earnestly desires and prays that God would search 
his heart, show him all his hidden faults, and help 
him to repent of them and forsake them. 

PSALM CXL. 
2. Imagine mischiefs ; devise wicked plans. 
ms ours my head; protected it as with a 
shield. 


9. Let the mischief of their own lips cover - 


them ; let the mischief which their lips have done 
to me fall upon their own heads, and cover them 
with shame. 

10. Burning coals—fire—pits ; the tokens of 
divine wrath. Psa. 11:6. 

11. Shall hunt; as an avenging enemy. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 
3. The kingdom of Satan began in this world 











The psalmist’s prayer. 


PSALM CXLI. 


1 David prayeth that his suit may be acceptable, 3 his 
conscience sincere, 7 and his life safe from snares. 


4 A Psalm of David. 


ORD, I ery unto thee: make haste 
unto me; give ear unto my voice, 
when I ery unto thee. 

2 Let my prayer be *set forth before 
thee as *incense; and the lifting up of 
my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

3 Set a watch, O Lorp, before my 
mouth ; keep the door of my lips. 

4 Incline not my heart to any evil thing, 
to practise wicked works with men that 
work iniquity: and let me not eat of 
their dainties. 

5 Let the righteous smite me; tit shall 
be a kindness: and let him reprove me; 
it shall be an excellent oil, which shall 
not break my head: for yet my prayer 
also shall be in their calamities. 

6 When their judges are overthrown in 
stony places, they shall hear my words; 
for they are “sweet. 

7 Our bones are scattered at the grave’s 


PSALM CXLII. 


His comfort in God. 


mouth, as when one cutteth and cleaveth 
wood upon the earth. 

8 But mine eyes are unto thee, O Gop 
the Lord: in thee is my trust; ? leave 
not my soul § destitute. 

9 Keep me from the 4snare which they 
have laid for me, and the gins of the 
workers of iniquity. 

10 Let the wicked fall into their own 
nets, whilst that I withal !l escape. 


PSALM CXLII. 


David showeth that in his trouble all his comfort was 
in prayer unto God. 


“] * Maschil of David; A Prayer when he was in the 
© cave. 

ih CRIED unto the Lorp with my voice ; 

with my voice unto the Lorp did I 
make my supplication. 

2 I poured fout my complaint before 
him; I showed before him my trouble. 

3 When &my spirit was overwhelmed 
within me, then thou knewest my path. 
In the way wherein I walked have they 
privily laid a snare for me. 

4 It looked ‘on my right hand, and be- 





* Heb. directed, a Rev. 5:8. b Prov. 23:6. ff Or, kindly, and 
reprove me: let not their precious otl break my head. c¢ 2Sam., 
23:1. $ Heb. make. @ Heb. bare. d Prov. 13:14. || Heb. pass 


over, * Or, A Psalin of David, giving instruction. e 1 Sam, 22:1, 
f Psa. 62:8; 102, title, g Psa. 143:4. bh Psa.140:5. ft Or, Look 
on the right hand, and see. i Psa. 69:20. 





by falsehood and guile, and it is perpetuated by the 
same means. The men whom God raises as he did 
David, to eminent stations in his church, must be 
prepared to encounter calumny and crafty assaults 
of every kind. But if they put their trust in God, 
and go straight forward in the path of duty, he will 
defend and deliver them. 

8. If we commit our cause to God in true humil- 
ity and faith, he will not suffer the wicked ulti- 
mately to triumph over us: his glory is concerned 
in the exaltation of the humble and the overthrow 
of the proud. 

10. Slander and malice fall at last, like burning 
coals, upon the head of their authors, and consume 
them. When the righteous man falls, he rises 
again; but the wicked fall into deep pits, to rise no 
more. 

13. Though for a season the course of events may 
seem to favor the cause of the proud and violent, 
God’s afflicted servants have only to wait in faith 
and patience till his time comes, and he will de- 
liver them, and fill their lips with songs of praise. 


PSALM CXLI. 


2. As incense—the evening sacrifice; sweet 
incense was burned every morning and evening on 
the altar of incense. Exod. 30:7, 8. The evening 
sacrifice was, like the morning sacrifice, which it 
seems here to include, a daily offering. The pgcil 
ist beseeches God that his prayer may be like the 
daily incense and offering, in both permanency and 
acceptableness. 

4. Eat of their dainties ; eating of the dain- 
ties of the wicked would om that he had been 
seduced by them, and was in fellowship with them. 

5. Which shall not break my head; many 
prefer to render this clause, My head shall not 
refuse it; that is, the reproof of the righteous, 
which is compared to oil. 

6. Their gudges ; the judges of David's ene- 
inies, their leaders. Overthrown in stony places ; 
cast down among rocky precipices, and so destroy~ 
ed. This is probably a figurative way of describing 





their destruction. They shall hear my words; 
my enemies shall then listen to my words. For 
they are sweet; pleasant to all the upright in 
heart, because they are conformed to truth and 
righteousness. The general idea is, that the over- 
throw of the leaders among David’s persecutors shall 
bring them to reflection and a better state of mind. 

7. Our bones are scattered; by the persecution 

of the wicked. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. It was an ordinance of the Levitical law, that 
sweet incense and sacrifices should be offered every 
morning and evening. By this, God teaches us that 
we should worship him daily and at stated seasons; 
and that our prayers, offered through faith in the 
atonement of his Son, are fragrant and pleasant to 
him, like the incense offered by Aaron and his sons. 

4. To keep our lips from wicked words, and our 
hearts from the seductions of wicked men, are two 
very difficult undertakings. That we may be suc- 
cessful in them, constant watchfulness is necessary, 
with a plenteous supply of divine grace. 

5. Reproof administered by righteous men is most 
excellent and precious in its effects. The Christian 
who receives it will remember and requite it with his 
piayele and if God gives him the opportunity, with 

is benefactions also. 

6. The overthrow of ringleaders in wickedness is 
often made the means of bringing those whom they 
had seduced and misled to reflection and repent- 
ance. 

PSALM CXLII. 

Title, When he was in the cave ; probably the 
cave of Adullam, to which he fled from Achish 
king of Gath in a friendless condition. It was 
there that he began to collect a band. 1 Sam. 
22:1, 2. ; 

3. Knewest my path ; knewest it as a friend, 
able and willing to direct, defend, and help. 

4. Cared for my soul; took an interest in the 
preservation of my life, which my enemies were 
seeking to destroy. 
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PSALM 


held, but there was no man that would 
know me: refuge *failed me; no man 
caredt for my soul. 

5 I eried unto thee, O Lorn: I said, 
Thou art my *refuge and my portion in 
the land of the living. 

6 Attend unto my cry; for I am brought 
very low: deliver me from my persecu- 
tors; for they are ‘stronger than I. 

7 Bring my soul out of ‘prison, that I 
may praise thy name: the righteous shall 
compass me about; for thou shalt deal 
bountifully © with me. 


PSALM CXLIII. 


1 David prayeth for favor in judgment. 3 He com- 
plaineth of his griefs. 5 He strengtheneth his faith 
by meditation and prayer. 7 He prayeth for grace, 
9 for deliverance, 10 forsanctification, 12 for destruc- 
tion of his enemies. 


q A Psalm of David. 
EAR my prayer, O Lorp, give ear to 
| my suppliecations: in thy faithful- 
ness answer me, and in thy righteousness. 

2 And enter ‘not into judgment with 
thy servant: for %in thy sight shall no 
man living be justified. 

3 Forthe enemy hath persecuted my soul ; 
he hath smitten my life down to the ground; 
he hath made me to dwell in darkness, as 
those that have been long dead. 


The psalmist’s faith, 


CXLIII. 


4 Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed 
within me; my heart within me is deso- 
late. a 

5 I remember the days of "old; I medi- 
tate on all thy works; I muse on the 
work of thy hands. 

6 I stretch forth my hands unto thee: 
my soul ithirsteth after thee, as a thirsty 
land. Selah. | 

7 Hear me speedily, O Lorp; my spirit 
faileth: hide not thy face from me, #lest 
I be like unto them that go down into 
the pit. 

8 Cause me to hear thy loving-kindness 
in the jmorning; for in thee do I trust: 
cause me to know the * way wherein I 
should walk; for I lift up my soul unto 
thee. 

9 Deliver me, O Lorn, from mine ene- 
mies: I $flee unto thee to hide me. 

10 Teach! me to do thy will; for thou 
art my God: thy spirit 72s ™good; lead me 
into the "land of uprightness. 

11 Quicken °me, O Lorp, for thy name’s 
sake: for thy righteousness’ sake bring 
my soul out of trouble. 

12 And of thy mercy cut off mine ene- 
mies, and destroy all them that afflict my 
soul: for I am thy servant. 


meditation, and prayer. 





* Heb. perished from me. + Heb. soughtafter. a Psa. 46:1. 
b Psa. 73:26; Lam. 3:24. ¢ Rom. 8:33, 37, d Psa. 146:7; Isa. 
61:1. e Pea. 13:6; 119:17. fJob 14:3. g Ex. 34:7; Job 9: 2,3; 
Psa. 130:3; Eccl. 7:20; Rom. 3:20; Gal. 2:16, bh Psa. 77: 5,11. 


i Psa. 63:1. + Or, for Iam become; Psa. 88:4. j Psa. 30:5. 
k Psa. 73:24. Heb. hide me with thee, 1 Mic. 4:2; 1 John2:27. 
m Neh. 9:20. nu Isa. 26:10, o Hab, 3:2; Eph.2:1. 





7. Out of prison ; David was so hemmed in by 
his enemies that he was like a man in prison. The 
righteous shall compass me about ; as my sym- 
pathizing friends. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. The more our troubles are multiplied, the more 
earnest and importunate should we be in our pray- 
ers. God loves to have us bring before his throne 
all our sorrows, perplexities, and dangers. 

5. When all earthly succor fails, we are called to 
stay our souls upon ce who always cares for us 
and will help us. 

6. God’s help makes the weakest of his servants 
stronger than the mightiest among their foes. 

7. When God delivers a righteous man from trou- 
ble, all the good rejoice with him. 


PSALM CXLIII. 


1. In thy faithfulness—in thy righteous- 
ness; God had entered into covenant engagements 
with David as his servant; his faithfulness and 
righteousness bound him to fulfil these in delivering 
him from his persecutors. 

2. In thy sight shall no man living be gustt- 
fied ; the best of God’s servants are sinners, and 
can hope for acceptance and salvation only on the 
ground of Christ’s atonement. 

3. Hath persecuted my soul ; pursued me with 
the intention of taking my life. Hath smitten 
my life down to the ground ; as a wounded roe 
is smitten down by the hunter, and lies bleeding 
and ready to be destroyed. In darkness ; in caves 
and desolate places, if the words are to be taken 
literally; but perhaps he puts darkness for a deso- 
late, lonely, and sorrowful condition. 

5. The days of old; when God displayed his 
saving power. 
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7. Into the pit ; the grave. 

8. In the morning ; early, in good time. 

10. Into the land of uprightness ; or, in a 
level land, where my feet shall not stumble. Com- 
pare Psalm 27:11, “Lead me in a plain path,” 
where the original word is the same as here. 

11. Quicken me; make me live both spiritually 
and temporally. 

12. Bes I am thy servant; sincere and up- 
right: since David was by God’s appointment the 
head of his visible church, and was acting in her be- 
half, the destruction of his enemies was the destruc- 
tion of her enemies. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. The true servants of God in all ages have been 
deeply conscious of both past and present sinful- 
ness, and have rested their hope of acceptance and 
salvation, not on their own goodness, but on God’s 
forgiving mercy, which he bestows through Christ's 
atoning sacrifice. To be destitute of this feeling is 
to be without grace. 

5. When our spirit is overwhelmed within us, it 
is good to encourage ourselves by the remembrance 
of what God has done for us and for others in the 
days of old. What he was then, he is now—a God 
able and willing to hear and answer prayer. 

10. Two principal marks of the true believer are 
prayerful anxiety to learn the will of God, and de- 
pendence on God’s Spirit for strength to perform it. 

11. God’s own glory and faithfulness are_con- 
cerned in delivering his people from trouble. Pray- 
ers that lay hold on these always: sooner or later 
prevail. 

12. The persecutors of God’s servants place them- 
selves in a dreadful situation ; remaining such, they 
make it necessary that he should manifest his mercy 
| in their destruction. 
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David blesseth God for 


PSALM CXLIV. 


1 David blesseth God for his mercy both to him and to 
man. 5 He prayeth that God would powerfully de- 
liver him from hisenemies. 9 He promiseth to praise 
God. 11 He prayeth for the happy state of the king- 


dom. 
q A Psalm of David. 
LESSED be the Lorp my *strength,* 
which teacheth my hands to ft war, 
and my fingers to fight: 

2 My #goodness, and my fortress; my 
high tower, and my deliverer; my shield, 
and he in whom I trust; who subdueth 
my people under me. 

3 Lorn, » what is man, that thou takest 
knowledge of him! or the son of man, 
that thou makest account of him! 

4 Man “is like to vanity: his days are 
as a shadow that passeth away. 

5 Bow ‘thy heavens, O Lorp, and come 
down: touch the mountains, and they 
shall smoke. 

6 Cast forth lightning, and scatter them: 
shoot out thine arrows, and destroy them. 

7 Send thy Shand from above; rid me, 
and deliver me out of great waters, from 
the hand of strange children; 

8 Whose mouth speaketh vanity, and 
their right hand zs a right hand of false- 
hood. 

9 I will sing a new song unto thee, O 
God: upon a psaltery and an instrument 
of ten strings will I sing praises unto 
thee. 

10 It is he that giveth !!salvation unto 
kings: who delivereth David his servant 
from the hurtful sword. 


PSALM CXLV. 


his mercy and protection. 


11 Rid me, and deliver me from the 
hand of strange children, whose mouth 
speaketh vanity, and their right hand is 
a right hand of falsehood: 

12 That our sons may be as plants 

grown up in their youth; that our daugh- 
ters may be as corner-stones, * polished 
after the similitude of a palace: 
_13 That our garners may be full, afford- 
ing tall manner of store; that our sheep 
may bring forth thousands and ten thou- 
sands in our streets: 

14 That our oxen may be # strong to la- 
bor; that there be no breaking in, nor going 
out; that there be no complaining in our 
streets. 

15 Happy ‘vs that people, that is in such 
a case: yea, happy zs that people, whose 
God is the Lorp. 


PSALM CXLV. 


1 David praiseth God for his fame, 8 for his goodness, 
11 for his kingdom, 14 for his providence, 17 for his 
saving mercy. 


{ David's Psalm of praise. 
WILL extol thee, my God, O king; and 
I will bless thy name for ever and ever. 

2 Every day will I bless thee; and I 
will praise thy name for ever and ever. 

3 Great is the Lorn, and greatly to be 
praised ; and $ his greatness zs " unsearch- 
able. 

4 One generation shall praise thy works 
to another, and shall declare thy mighty 
acts. 

5 I will speak of the glorious honor of 
thy majesty, and of thy wondrous !! works. 





* Heb. rock ; Psa. 18:2, 31, a Isa. 45:24. ¢ Heb. the war. tf Or, 
mercy. » Psa, 8:4. ¢ Psa.39:5. d Isa. 64:1. @ Heb. hands, || Or, 
victory. ¢ Psa.128:3. * Heb. cut. + Heb. from kind to kind, 

PSALM CXLIV. 

Title, A Psalm of David; probably composed 
near the time of the eighteenth psalm, with which 
the first part of it has a striking agreement. 

2. My people ; all the people subject to David, 
both Israelites and foreigners. 

3. Takest knowledge of him—makest ac- 
count of him; by bestowing upon him such won- 
derful mercies as I have received. Compare 2 Sam. 
7 





$18; 
5. Bow thy heavens ; bend them aside, like a 
curtain, Psa. 104: 2, to make way for thy descent. 
The same as “rend the heavens,” Isa. 64: 1. 

7. Strange children ; people of foreign nations. 

8. Vanity; words destitute of righteousness 
and truth. A right hand of falsehood ; whose 
oaths, made by pity 3 the right hand, and pledges 
made by striking the hand with another, are false. 

9. A new song ; for new mercies received. 

12. Grown up; grown up strong and vigorous. 

14. Breaking in; of the enemy. Going out; 
into captivity. Complaining ; literally, cry, that 
is, of distress. 

» INSTRUCTIONS. 

' 2. All the success of kings and military leaders 
is from the Lord, and he would have them acknow- 
ledge his hand in it. 

4. The consideration of our littleness and unwor- 
thiness enhances our view of God’s wonderful lov- 
ing-kindness towards us. 





f Deut, 33: 29, 


¢ Heb. able to bear burdens, or laden with flesh. 
h Rom. 


g Psa. 89:15. ® Heb. of his greatness there is no search, 
11:33. |] Heb. things, or words, 


12. The end which rulers should propose to them- 
selves in all their undertakings, is the good of the 
people whom God has committed to their care. No 
victory is worth gaining that has not this for its 
object and result. 

14. The true glory of anation is to be measured, 
not by its outward conquests, but by its inward 
peace and prosperity. The proper business of 
“kings,” and of “all that are in authority,” is to 
take care that their people “may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.” 1 Tim. 
2:2. 

15. There is but one way for nations to be pros- 
perous and happy; that way is, to acknowledge 


and obey God. 
PSALM CXLV. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. It is the nature of holy communion with God 
to fill the soul with a sweet and comforting assur- 
ance that God shall be its portion for ever. Thus 
the Old Testament believers anticipated the clearer 
revelation of “life and immortality” which Christ 
made in the gospel. 

4. Our lips will soon be silent in death, but the 
work of praising God on earth will not cease with 
us. It will be perpetuated from generation to gen- 
eration, and will increase more and more, till it fills 
the whole earth as the waters cover the sea. 

10. All God’s works praise him; but it is the 
prerogative of rational beings alone to bless him. 
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The goodness of God. 


6 And men shall speak of the might of 
thy terrible acts: and I will declare * thy 
greatness. 

7 They shall abundantly utter the 
memory of thy great goodness, and shall 
sing of thy righteousness. 

& The* Lorpis gracious, and full of com- 
passion ; slow to anger, and tof great mercy. 

9 The Lorp is »good to all: and his 
tender mercies are over all his works. 

10 All thy works shall praise thee, O 
Lorp; and thy saints shall bless thee. 

11 They shall speak of the glory of thy 
kingdom, and talk of thy power ; 

12 To make known to the sons of men 
his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty 
of his kingdom. 

13 Thy kingdom is tan ‘everlasting 
kingdom, and thy dominion endureth 
throughout all generations. 

14 The Lorp upholdeth all that fall, and 
raiseth up all those that be bowed down. 

15 The eyes of all $ wait upon thee; and 
thou givest them their meat in due season. 

16 Thou ‘openest thy hand, and satis- 
fiest the desire of every living thing. 

17 The Lorp is righteous in all his 
ways, and || holy in all his works. 

18 The Lorp zs nigh unto all them that 
eall upon him, to all that call upon him 
in truth. 

19 He will fulfil the desire of them that 
fear him: he also will hear their ery, 
and will save them. 

20 The Lorp preserveth all them that 
love® him: but all the wicked will he 
destroy. 

21 My mouth shall speak the praise of 
the ‘Lorn: and let all flesh bless his holy 
name for ever and ever. 

PSALM CXLVI. 


1 The psalmist voweth perpetual praises to God. 3 He 
exhorteth not to trust in man. 5 God, for his power, 
justice, mercy, and kingdom, is only worthy to be 
trusted. 


[eee Res ye the Lorp. Praise &the 
Lorp, O my soul. 


PSALM CXLVII. 


His power and mercy. 


2 While *I live will I praise the Lorn: 
I will sing praises unto my God while I 
have any being. 

3 Put‘ not yourtrust in princes, nor in the 
son of man, in whom there is no thelp. 

4 His breath goeth forth, jhe returneth 
to his earth; in that very day his thoughts 
perish. ; 

5 Happy its he that hath the God of 
Jacob for his help, whose hope 7s in the 
Lorp his God: 

6 Which 'made heaven, and earth, the 
sea, and all that therein is: which keep- 
eth truth for ever. 

7 Which executeth judgment for the op- 
pressed: which giveth food to the! hungry. 
The Lorp ™looseth the prisoners : 

8 The Lorp "openeth the eyes of the 
blind: the Lorp °raiseth them that are 
bowed down: the Lorp loveth the right- 
eous: 

9 The Lorp preserveth the strangers: 
he Prelieveth the fatherless and widow: 
but the way of the wicked he @turneth 
upside down. 

10 The Lorp shall reign for ever, even 
thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. 
Praise ye the Lorp. 


PSALM CXLVII. 


1 The prophet exhorfeth to praise God for his care ot 
the church, 4 his power, 6 and his mercy ; to praise 
him for his providence ; 12 to praise him for his bless- 
ings upon the kingdom, 15 for his power over the 
meteors, 19 and for his ordinances in the church. 

RAISE ye the Lorp: for it zs * good 
to sing praises unto our God; for it 

is pleasant; and praise is comely. 
2 The Lorp doth buildup Jerusalem: he 


gathereth together the * outcasts of Israel. 


3 He thealeth the broken in heart, and 
bindeth up their + wounds. 

4 He telleth the number of the stars; 
he calleth them all by thezr names. 

5 Great zs our Lord, and of great power : 
his’ “understanding zs infinite. 

6 The Lorp lifteth up the Ymeek: he 
casteth the wicked down to the ground. 





* Heb. it. a Num. 14:18. + Heb. greatin. b Nah.1:7. ~ Heb. 
a kingdom of all ages, ¢ Dan. 2: 44. Heb. look unto. 4 Psa, 
104: 28. || Or, merciful, or bountiful, e Ex.20:6. f Rev.5:13, 
* Heb. Hallelujah. g Psa. 103:1. bh Psa. 104:33, isa, 2:22; 
Jer. 17:6, 7. ¢ Or, salvation, j Eccl. 12:7. k Rev. 14:7. 1 Luke 


:53. m Psa, 68:6; 107:14. n Mat. 9:30; John 9:6, etc.; 1 Pet. 
2:9. o Psa. 147:6; Luke 13:13. p Prov. 15:25. q Job 5: 12,13; 
Prov. 4:19, r Psa. 92:1. 8s Deut.30:3,4. t Isa. 61:1. $ Heb. 
griefs. % Heb. of his understanding there is no number, wu Isa. 
40:28. v Psa. 25:9; Mat. 5:5; 1 Pet. 3:4. 





16. God, who satisfies the desire of every living 
thing, is abundantly able to provide for ail the 
wants of his children. He invites them to put un- 
limited trust in himself, and he never disappoints 
their confidence. 

21. The true friend of God wishes to have all the 
world join him in praising His holy name; and so 
far as God gives him the opportunity, he will labor 
to bring all the world to do-so. This is the true mis- 
sionary spirit, having its foundation in love. 


PSALM CXLVI. 
4. His thoughts perish; his plans and pur- 
poses are cut off by his death. ; 
9. The strangers—the fatherless and widow ; 
these three classes of persons are mentioned together 
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because they are peculiarly exposed to injury, and 
are therefore the special objects of God’s care. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. The mightiest earthly patrons often fail us in 
the time of our greatest need; but they who put 
their trust in God, have a friend who will never 
disappoint their confidence. All the resources of 
heaven and earth are at his disposal, and he will 
provide for the wants of his servants. 

9. The poor, afflicted, and defenceless are the 
objects of God’s special regard. Herein we ought 
to imitate our heavenly Father. 


PSALM CXLVIL 
4. Telleth ; counteth. 
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Praise to God for 


7 Sing unto the Lorp with thanksgiv- 
ing; sing praise upon the harp unto our 
God: 

8 Who covereth the heaven with clouds, 
who prepareth rain for the earth, who 
maketh grass to grow upon the moun- 
tains. 

9 He giveth to the beast his food, and to 
the young *ravens which cry. 

10 He delighteth not in the strength of 
the horse: he taketh not pleasure in the 
legs of a man. 

11 The » Lorp taketh pleasure in them 
that fear him, in those that hope in his 
mercy. 

12 Praise the Lorn, O Jerusalem; praise 
thy God, O Zion. 

13 For he hath strengthened the bars 
of thy gates; he hath blessed thy © chil- 
dren within thee. 

14 He* maketh peace in thy borders, and 
filleth thee with the t finest of the wheat. 

15 He 4sendeth forth his commandment 
upon earth: his wordrunneth very swiftly. 

16 He giveth snow like wool: he scat- 
tereth the hoar frost like ashes. 

17 He easteth forth his ice like morsels : 
who ean stand before his cold? 

18 He sendeth out his word, and melt- 
eth them: he causeth his wind to blow, 
and the waters flow. 

19 He*showeth his tword unto Jacob, his 
statutes and his judgments unto Israel. 

20 He &hath not dealt so with any na- 
tion: and as for his judgments, they have 
not known them. Praise ye the Lorp. 


PSALM CXLVIII. 


his wonder ful works. 
PSALM CXLVIII. 


1 The psalmist exhorteth the celestial, 7 the terrestrial, 
11 and the rational creatures to praise God. 


RAISES ye the Lorp. Praise ye the 
Lorp from the heavens: praise him 
in the heights. 

2 Praise "ye him, all his angels: praise 
ye him, all his hosts. 

3 Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise 
him, all ye stars of light. 

4 Praise him, ye ‘heavens of heavens, 
and ye waters that be above the heavens. 

5 Let them praise the name of the) Lorn: 
for he commanded, and they were created. 

6 He hath also stablished them for ever 
and ever: he hath made a decree which 
shall not pass. 

7 Praise the Lorp from the earth, ye 
dragons,‘ and all deeps: 

8 Fire, and hail; snow, and vapor; 
stormy wind fulfilling his word: 

9 Mountains, and all hills; fruitful 
trees, and all cedars: 

10 Beasts, and all cattle; 
things, and || flying fowl: 

11 Kings of the earth, and all people; 
princes, and all judges of the earth: 

12 Both young men, and maidens; old 
men, and children: 

13 Let them praise the name of the 
Lorp: for 'his name alone is * excellent; 
his glory 7s above the earth and heaven. 

14 He also exalteth the horn of his 
people, the praise of all his saints; even 
of the children of Israel, a people ™near 
unto him. Praise ye the Lorn. 


creeping 





a Job 38:41; Mat.6:26 b Isa. 62:4; Mal. 3:16,17. ¢ Psa. 
115:14 * Heb. Who maketh thy border peace. +t Heb. fat of 
wheat; Deut. 32: 14; Psa. 81:16. d Psa. 107:20. e Deut. 33: 3.4; 
Rom. 3:2 tHeb. words. f Mal. 4:4. g Deut. 4:32-34. Q Heb. 


Hallelujah. h Pasa. 103:20, il Kings, 8:27; 2 Cor, 12:2. j Gen. 
1:1, ete. k Isa. 43:20, || Heb. birds of wing. 1 Psa. 8:1; Isa. 
12:4. * Heb. exalted, m Eph. 2:13, 17. 





10. The strength of the horse ; the war-horse. 
The legs of a man ; the strong and active legs of 
the warrior. Jehovah delights not in military forces, 
whether of cavalry or foot, because he has no need 
of their help. Compare Psalm 33: 16, 17, which 
may serve as a commentary on this verse. 

13. The bars of thy gates; by which they are 
defended against the assaults of enemies. 

15. His word runneth very swiftly ; God's 
word is a swift messenger sent forth to the ele- 
ments, and the anmws which it bears to them 
from God, they execute immediately. 

17. Ice; hailstones. Like morsels ; in bits, or 
small pieces, like morsels of food. 

_ 18. And melteth them; the snow, frost, and 
ice. 
melts the ice, and causes it to flow off in streams. 

20. They have not known them; that is, the 
other nations of the earth. 

; INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. When our hearts are right, there is no employ- 
ment so pleasant as praising God. That men so 
generally neglect this most excellent service, is a 
proof of their exceeding wickedness. 

2. Though the Lord may suffer his people to be 
for a time persecuted and scattered, he will gather 
them dhasther again and comfort them. 

3. The afflicted can always find in God a gracious 
and almighty Comforter. 


His wind; the warm south wind, which.| 1 





4. He who gives names to all the stars will not 
overlook any of his servants. ; 

9, The bounty of God provides for the beasts and 
the young ravens; how much more for his own chil- 
dren! 

11. Outward pomp and power are vain in the 
sight of God; he looks to the state of the heart. 

20. The greatest blessing which God can confer 
on any nation is a knowledge of himself. 


PSALM CXLVIII.: 


1. In the heights; the heavenly heights. 

4. Ye heavens of heavens; the highest heav- 
ens. Ye waters that be above the heavens; the 
same as the waters “above the firmament,” Gen. 


ae 
6. Shall not pass; pass away, be abolished. 
7. Dragons; large sea-animals. 
8. Fire; lightning. 
14. The horn of his people ; horn is here a sym- 
bol for strength. The praise of all his saints; 
supply from the preceding clause, “he exalteth.” 
To exalt the praise of his saints, is to give them 
still higher reason for praising him. A people near 
unto him; whom he has taken into peculiar rela- 
tion to himself. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

To those who love God and live in habitual com- 

munion with him, every part of creation is full of 
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Praise to God. 


PSALM CXLIX. 


1 The prophet exhorteth to praise God for his love to 
the church, 5 and for that power which he hath given 
to the church. 


RAISE* ye the Lorp. Sing unto the 
Lorp a new song, and his praise in 
the congregation of saints. 

2 Let Israel rejoice in him that *made 
him: let the children of Zion be joyful 
in their King. 

3 Let them praise his name tin the 
dance: let them sing praises unto him 
with the timbrel and harp. 

4 For >the Lorp taketh pleasure in his 
people: he will beautify the meek with 
salvation. : 

5 Let the saints be joyful in glory: let 
them sing aloud upon their beds. 

6 Let the high pravses of God be in their 
mouth,+ and a °twoedged sword in their 
hand ; 

7 To execute vengeance upon the hea- 
then, and punishments upon the people ; 

8 To bind their kings with chains, and 
their nobles with fetters of iron; 


PSALM CL. 


Praise to God. 


9 To execute upon them the judgment 
written: this honor have all his saints. 
Praise ye the Lorp. 


PSALM CL. 


1 An exhortation to praise God, 3 with all kind of in- 
struments. ; 
RAISES ye the Lorp. Praise God in 
his sanctuary: praise him in the 
firmament of his power. 

2 Praise him for his mighty acts: praise 
him according to his excellent great- 
ness. 

3 Praise him with the ‘¢sound of the 
trumpet:! praise him with the psaltery 
and harp. 

4 Praise him with the timbrel and 
dance:* praise him with stringed instru- 
ments and organs. . 

5 Praise him upon the *loud cymbals: 
praise him upon the high sounding eym- 
bals. 

6 Let fevery thing that hath breath 
praise the Lorp. Praise ye the Lorp. 





* Heb. Hallelujah, a Psa. 100:3. + Or, with the pipe. b Psa. 
147:11. $£ Heb. throat. c Heb. 4:12. @ Heb. Hallelujah. @ Dan, 


3:5,etce. || Or, cornet; Psa. 98:6. 


* Or, pipe; Psalm 149:3. 
e 1Chron, 15: 16,etc. f Rev..6: 13, 





his glory, and they see, with holy admiration and 
gladness, his wisdom, power, and goodness in all 
the operations of nature. But of all his works, none 
are so precious to them, and so full of grace and 
truth, as his dealings with his own children—“ a 
people near unto him.” 


PSALM CXLIX. 


2. In him that made him; God made Israel, 
not only as all men are his creatures, but also as 
“a people near unto him.” 

3. In the dance—with the timbrel and harp; 
with sacred songs, accompanied, after the manner 
of the Hebrews, with musical instruments and 
dancing. 

4. Beautify ; adorn. Salvation is here com- 
pared to a beauteous robe. Isa. 61:10. 

). Upon their beds; a place for pious medita- 
tion. Psa. 63:6. 

6. And a twoedged sword in their hand; 
when God’s church had, by his appointment, a na- 
tional form, conflicts sword in hand with surrounding 
enemies were a part of the duty of his people. So, 
when the Jews were rebuilding the walls of Jeru- 
salem under Nehemiah, “the builders, every one 
had his sword girded by his side, and so builded.” 
DS nee rae 3 a 

9. Written ; appointed by God. This honor; 
the honor of accomplishing the will of God upon his 
enemies. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. “The Israel of God” have for their King one 
to whom all power is given in heaven and in earth. 
Under his government they are always safe, and 
have always abundant reason for rejoicing. 
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4. The meek, who are conscious of their own 
weakness and unworthiness, and who quietly com- 
mit their cause to God, always find that salvation 
of which the proud and self-sufficient, who rely on 
themselves, are sure to fail. 

9. The greatest honor which a man can receive, 
is to be employed by God as an instrument of ad- 
vancing his cause in the world. “ This honor have 
all his saints,” each in his proper station, and ac- 
cording to the measure of the gifts bestowed upon 
him by God. 


PSALM CL. 


1. In his sanctuary ; his earthly abode. Ln 
the firmament of his power ; his heavenly abode. 
The whole family of God, in heaven and on earth, 
is here called upon to praise him. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

Amid the varied experience of God’s servants 
recorded in the Psalms, their sufferings hold a con- 
spicuous place. But the book ends with songs of 
praise. Such shall be the final issue of all the trials 
through which his earthly church is passing. The 
Lord shall “ extend peace to her like a river, and 
the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream ;” 
and all her sons and daughters shall shout “as the 
voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 
thunderings, saying, Alleluia, for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth.” Such also shall be the his- 
tory of individual believers. Their tearsand groans 
and prayers shall end in everlasting gladness. God 
shall bring them home, each at the appointed time, 
to the heavenly Zion, “with songs and everlastin 
joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” 

















THE PROVERBS. 


boro CHAPTER I. 
1 The use of the proverbs, 7 An exhortation to fear 


God, and believe his word. 10 To avoid the entic- 
ings of sinners. 20 Wisdom complaineth of her con- 
tempt. 24 She threateneth her contemners. 


HE *Proverbs of Solomon the son of 
David, king of Israel; 

2 To know wisdom and instruction; to 
perceive the words of understanding; 

3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, 
justice, and judgment, and * equity; 

_ 4 To give subtilty to the “simple, to the 
young? man knowledge and ¢ discretion. 

5 A wise man will hear, and will in- 
crease learning; and a man of under- 
standing shall attain unto wise counsels: 

6 To understand a proverb, and ¢ the in- 
terpretation; the words of the wise, and 
their dark sayings. 

7 The fear of the Lorn is the § begin- 
ning of ‘knowledge: but fools despise wis- 
dom and instruction. 

8 §{ My son, hear the instruction of thy 
father, and forsake not the law of thy 
mother: 

9 For they shall be an ornament of 
grace unto thy head, and chains about 
thy neck. 

10 4] My son, if sinners entice thee, § con- 
sent thou not. 

11 If they say, Come with us, let us lay 
wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the 
innocent without cause: 

a 1 Kings, 4:32; Eccl. 12:9. b chap. 2:1. 9. 
e chap. 9:4, etc. 4 Psa. 119:9, f Or, advisement. 


eloquent speech. ¢ Psa, 49:4; 78:2. 4 Or, principal part. 
111:10, || Heb. adding. g Eph. 6:1. h Psa.l:l. 





* Heb. equities. 
ft Or, an 
f Psa. 
i Psa. 


12 Let us swallow them up alive as the 
grave; and whole, as those that go down 
into the pit: 

13 We shall find all precious substance, 
we shall fill our houses with spoil: 

14 Cast in thy lot among us; let us all 
have one purse: 

15 My son, walk not thou in the way 
with them; ‘refrain thy foot from their 
path: 

16 For their feet run to evil, and make 
haste to shed blood. 

17 Surely in vain the net is spread in 
the *sight of any bird. 

18 And they lay wait for their own 
blood; they lurk privily for their own 
lives. 

19 So/Jare the ways of every one that is 
greedy of gain; which taketh away the 
life of the owners thereof. 

20 4] Wisdomt *crieth without; she ut- 
tereth her voice in the streets: 

21 She crieth in the chief place of con- 
course, in the openings of the gates: in the 
city she uttereth her words, saying, 

22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye 
love simplicity ? and the scorners delight 
in their scorning, and fools hate know- 
ledge? 

23 Turn you at my reproof: behold, 'I 
will pour out my spirit unto you, I will 
make known my words unto you. 

119:101. * Heb. eves of every thing that hatha wing. j Hab. 


2:9-12; 1 Tim. 6:10. + Heb. wisdoms, that is, excellent wis- 
dom, k chap. 8:1, etc.; John 7:37. 1 Joel 2:28; Luke 11:13. 








CHAPTER I. 

24. To know—to perceive—to receive ; writ- 
ten that those who read them may know, perceive, 
and receive. Tu give; written that they may 
give. Wisdom—instruction, etc.; these are all 
different terms for describing true wisdom and 
righteousness, which consist in knowing and doing 
the will of God, and can never be separated. To 
receitve—justice, and judgment, and equity ; to 
learn in what they consist, and to conform our life 
to them. Swhtilty—discretion ; a quick discern- 
ment between what is wise and foolish. 

5. A wise man—a man of understanding ; 
one who understands the worth of knowledge. Shall 
attain; by hearing and learning. 

Dark sayings ; sayings expressed in an enig- 
matical or obscure way, and requiring study to 
understand their meaning. 

7. The beginning of knowledge; lying at 
its foundation. Fools; who have no fear of God. 

9. Chains about thy neck ; worn as badges of 
honor. Gen. 41:42; Dan. 5: 29. 

17, 18. Surely in vain the net is spread; the 





fowler does not expect a bird to be caught in a 
snare which he sees; but these sinners, and all who 
go with them, are spreading a net for their own 
souls. The young should imitate the prudence of 
the birds in avoiding it. 

19. So are the ways; such is the issue to which 
they lead. Greedy of gain ; unlawfully desires gain, 
and seeks it by unlawful means. Taketh away the 
life; by ee re them into a snare. Ver. 18. 

20. Wisdom; the wisdom of God addressing 
men. It includes all the revelations of himself 
which God has made to men. And since these 
are all made through Christ, who spoke before his 
advent by the prophets, and afterwards by the apos- 
tles, we may say that wisdom speaks here as the 
eternal Word, who is the only revealer of God to 
men. John 1:18. 

21. Chief place of concourse—the gates—the 
city ; she cries in the most public and frequented 

laces. 

23. I will pour out my spirit wnto you ; she 
speaks in God’s name, and her spirit is God’s Spirit. 

ompare Luke 11:49. 
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Fatal results of 


24 {| Because *I have called, and ye re- 
fused; I have stretched out my hand, and 
no man regarded ; 

25 But ye have set at naught all my 
counsel, and would none of my reproof: 

26 I also will ¥laugh at your calamity ; 
I will mock when your fear cometh ; 

27 When your fear cometh as desola- 
tion, and your destruction cometh as a 
whirlwind; when distress and anguish 
cometh upon you. 

28 Then ‘shall they call upon me, but 
T will not answer; they shall seek me 
early, but they shall not find me: 

29 For that they ¢hated knowledge, and 
did not choose the fear of the Lorn: 

30 They would none of my counsel: 
they despised all °my reproof. 

31 Therefore shall ‘they eat of the fruit 
of their own way, and be filled with their 
own devices. 

32 For the turning away of the simple 
shall slay them, and the *prosperity of 
fools shall destroy them. | 

33 But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall 
dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear 
of evil. 

CHAPTER 11. 

1 Wisdom promiseth godliness to her children, 10 and 
safety from evil company, 20 and direction in good 
ways. 

Y son, if thou wilt receive my words, 
and €hide my commandments with 
thee ; 

2 So that thou "incline thine ear unto 
wisdom, and apply thy heart to under- 
standing ; 

3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, 
and *liftest up thy voice for understanding ; 


a Isa. 65:12; 66:4; Zech. 7:11-14. b Luke 14:24. ¢ Gen. 
6:3; Job 27:9; Isa. 1:18; Jer. 11:11; 14:12; Ezek. 8:18. 
. e chap. 6:23, f Jer. 2:19; 6:19. 
* Or, ease. g Psa. 119:11. bh Isa. 55:3. f Heb. givest. i Mat. 

24. Stretched out my hand; the gesture of 
earnest entreaty. 

31. The fruit of their own way ; terror and 
destruction, the proper recompense of setting at 
naught the counsels of wisdom. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. They who have wisdom understand the worth 
of knowledge, and earnestly seek it ; but fools de- 
spise all instruction. 

7. They who would be truly wise must begin by 
devoting themselves to God's service, and making 
his word the rule of their life. 

9. Reverence for parental instruction in the child 
makes the man prosperous and honored. 

10. They who choose the wicked for their com- 
panions become like them in character and end. 

19. Unrighteous gain has destroyed millions ; 
but has never made one man permanently prosper- 
ous and happy. 

20. God urges upon men his lessons of heavenly 
wisdom in so many ways, that none can remain 
ignorant of them but those who obstinately refuse 
to hear. 

28, There is a point in rebellion against God 
and neglect of his warnings, beyond which the sin- 
ner’s destruction is certain and irremediable. 
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PROVERBS II. 





neglecting Wisdom. 


4 If thou seekest her as ‘silver, 44°. 3005. 
and searchest for her as for hid treas- 
ures; 

5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of 
the Lor», and find the knowledge of God. 

6 For ithe Lorp giveth wisdom: out of 
his mouth cometh knowledge and under- 
standing. 

7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the 
righteous: he is a buckler to them that 
walk uprightly. 

8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and 
preserveth * the way of his saints. 

9 Then 'shalt thou understand right- 
eousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, 
every good path. 

10 { When wisdom entereth into thy 
heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy 
soul; 

11 Discretion shall preserve thee, un- 
derstanding shall keep thee: 

12 To deliver thee from the way of the 
evil man, from the man that speaketh fro- 
ward things ; 

13 Who leave the paths of uprightness, 
to ™ walk in the ways of darkness ; 

14 Who rejoice to do evil, and ® delight 
in the frowardness of the wicked ; 

15 Whose ways are ° crooked, and they 
froward in their paths: 

16 To deliver thee from the Pstrange 
woman, even from the stranger which flat- 
tereth with her words; 

17 Which forsaketh the guide of her 
youth, and forgetteth the 4covenant of 
her God. 

18 For her house inclineth unto death, 
and her paths unto the dead. 

13:44. j 1 Kings, 3:9, 12; James 1:5, k 1Sam.2:9; Jude 24. 


1 Psa. 119:99. m John 12:35. m» Rom. 1:32. © Psa. 125:% 
p chap. 6:24. @ Mal. 2: 14. 








31. The sinner is responsible for his own ruin. 
The destruction which comes upon him is the proper 
result of his perverseness in refusing to hear and 
obey God. 

CHAPTER I. 

1. Hide; as a precious possession. 

2, Incline thine ear unto wisdom ; listen to 
her voice. 

5. Understand the fear of the Lord; by duly 
seeking, thou shalt know it, and appropriate it to 
thyself as a heavenly treasure. This ineludes the 
comprehension of its nature, and the experience of 
the blessedness and safety which it gives. 

6. Giveth wisdom ; to all who thus earnestly 
seek it. 

12. Froward things ; perverse things, contrary 
to “ righteousness, and jadyaians and equity.” 

16. Strange woman—stranger ; adulterous 
woman. 

17. The guide of her youth ; husband of her 
youth. Covenant of her God; the marriage cov- 
enant, of which God is the witness, and to which 
he requires fidelity. 

18. Inclineth ; sinketh down with her and all 
who frequent it. Death; utter ruin, here and 
hereafter. 














pies a 


ote ed i 5 oe 


Benefits conferred 


A: Moot 19 None *that go unto her return 


again, neither take they hold of the paths 
of life. 

20 That thou mayest walk in the way 
of good men, and keep the paths of the 
righteous. 

21 For the upright shall dwell in the 
land, and the perfect shall remain in it. 

22 But the wicked shall be cut off from 
the earth, and the transgressors shall be 
rooted* out of it. 


CHAPTER III. 


1 An exhortation to obedience, 5 to faith, 7 to mortifi- 
cation, 9 to devotion, 11 to patience. 13 The happy 
gain of wisdom. 1!) The power, 21 and the benefits 
of wisdom. 27 An exhortation to charitableness, 
30 peaceableness, 31 and contentedness. 33 The 
cursed state of the wicked. 


Y son, forget not my law; but let thy 
heart »keep my commandments : 

2 For‘ length of days, and t long life, and 
peace, shall they add to thee. 

3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: 
bind them about thy neck; ¢ write them 
upon the table of. thy heart: 

4 So shalt thou find favor and good + un- 
derstanding in the sight of God and man. 

5 Y Trust in the Lorp with all thy 
heart; and lean * not unto thine own un- 
derstanding. 

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths. 

7 { Be not wise in thine own eyes: 
fear the Lorp, and depart from evil. 

8 It shall be Shealth to thy navel, and 
marrow |! to thy bones. 

9 Honor the Lorp with thy substance, 


PROVERBS III. 


on men by Wisdom. 


and with the ‘first-fruits of all thine in- 
crease : 

10 So shall thy barns be filled with 
plenty, and thy presses shall burst out 
with new wine. 

_11 4 My *son, despise not the chasten- 
ing of the Lorn; neither be weary of his 
correction: 

12 For whom the Lorp loveth he cor- 
recteth; even as a father the son in whom 
he delighteth. 

13 4] Happy zs ithe man that findeth 
wisdom, and the man that *getteth un- 
derstanding: 

14 For/the merchandise of it zs better 
than the merchandise of silver, and the 
gain* thereof than fine gold. 

15 She is more 'precious than rubies: 
and all the things thou canst desire are 
not to be compared unto her. 

16 Length of days 2s in her right hand; 
and in her left hand ™ riches and honor. 

17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
and all her paths are ® peace. 

18 She zs a° tree of life to them that lay 
hold upon her: and happy is every one 
that retaineth her. 

19 The Lorp by? wisdom hath founded 
the earth; by understanding hath he fes- 
tablished the heavens. 

20 By his knowledge the depths are 
broken? up, and the clouds drop down 
the "dew. 

21 | My son, let not them depart from 
thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and dis- 
cretion: 





aEccl. 7:26. * Or, plucked up. » Isa. h1:7; Jer. 31:33, ¢ Deut. 
30: 16,20; | Tim. 4:8. f Heb. yeurs of. d 2 Cor. 3:3. +) Or, 
success. ¢ Jer.10:23; Rom. 12:16. 4 Heb, medicine. || Heb. wa- 
tering, or moistening, { Ex. 22:29; Mal. 3.10-12, g Eccl. 11:1, 
2; Mat. 10:42. bh Heb. 12:5,6; Rev. 3:1y. i chap. 8: 35, 36. 


* Heb. draweth out. j Phil. 3:8,9. k Psa.!9:10. Job 28:13, 
etc. m chap. 8:18, o Psa. 119:165; Mat. 11:29. © Gen.3:22, 
24; Rev. 22:2. p Jer.51:15. f Or, prepared. q Gen. 7:11. 
r Job 36: 27. 





19. Neither take they hold of the paths of 
life; they cannot regain the paths of life, because 
they have sunk down with her to the dead. 

20. That thow mayest walk ; immediately 
connected with ver. 10, 11. 

22. Cut off ; suddenly and prematurely. Psa. 
59 : 23. 

INSTRUCTIONS. © 

4. No man can expect to find the true knowledge 
of God and eternal life who does not seek them with 
supreme desire, and hold himself ready to part with 
every thing for their sake. 

5. God gives true wisdom to all who ask it of 
him in sincerity. 

11. The only effectual safeguard from the ways 
of sin and ruin is the knowledge and fear of (rod. 

19. Impurity in all its forms has a deadly influence 
upon both body and soul. The house of the strange 
woman has been in all ages the highway to hell. 

22. The violent destruction of the wicked in this 
world is an earnest of the everlasting destruction 
of their souls in the world to come. 


CHAPTER III. 


3. Mercy and truth; these include all true 

ess. Bind them about thy neck; as the 

noblest ornament. Write them upon the table of 
thy heart ; shat they may always remain there. 





4. In the sight of God and man ; thy good 
understanding shall be manifest to God and man, 
and gain for thee their favor. 

6. Acknowledge him; feel thy dependence 
upon him and seek his direction. 

8. Navel—bones ; put for the whole body. Mar- 
row to thy bones; making them strong and vig- 
orous. Bodily health is here put for prosperity of 
every kind, temporal and spiritual. 

9. Honor the Lord with thy substance; by 
giving to his service the due portion. Ferst-frazits ; 
which the Israelites were required to offer to God. 
Ex. 23:19; Lev. 2:12; 19: 23, 24; Deut. 18:4. 

14. The merchandise of it; the gaining of it 
by traffic. Wisdom is here regarded as a precious 
treasure, to be gained at whatever cost. Compare 
Mat. 13: 4446. 

16. Her right hand—her left hand ; she dis- 
penses blessings to her followers from both hands. 

18. A tree of life; she gives life to them that 
receive her instruction. 

19. Hath fownded—the heavens ; the crowning 
praise of wisdom: by her, God has created the world. 

20. Depths; subterranean abysses. Broken 
up ; made to gush forth. Some understand these 
words of the division of the great deep, into the 
waters under the firmament, and the waters 
above the firmament. Gen. 1:7. 

769 


Justice and peace. PROVE 


22 So shall they be life unto thy soul, 
and grace to thy neck. 

23 Then shalt thou walk in thy way 
safely, and thy foot shall not stumble. 

24 When *thou liest down, thou shalt 
not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, 
and thy "sleep shall be sweet. 

25 Be ‘not afraid of sudden fear, neither 
of the desolation of the wicked, when it 
cometh. . 

26 For the Lorp shall be thy confidence, 
and ‘shall keep thy foot from being taken. 

27 4 Withhold not good from *them to 
whom it is °due, when ‘it is in the power 
of thy hand to do zt. 

28 Say Snot unto thy neighbor, Go, and 
come again, and to-morrow I will give ; 
when thou hast it by thee. 

29 Deviset not evil against thy neigh- 
bor, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee. 

30 Ff Strive "not with a man without 
cause, if he have done thee no harm. 

31 §] Envy thou not the oppressor, and 
choose none of his ways. 

32 For the froward zs abomination to 
the Lorp: but his ‘secret 7s with the 
righteous. 

33 Y TheJcurse of the Lorp its in the 
house of the wicked: but ‘he blesseth 
the habitation of the just. 

34 Surely he scorneth the scorners: but 
he giveth grace unto the lowly. 

35 The !wise shall inherit glory: but 
shame ‘shall be the promotion of fools. 

“a Lev. 26:6, b Psa.127:2. ¢ Psa.112:7, d1Sam.2:9, * Heb. 


the owners thereof. ¢ Rom. 13:7. f Gal. 6:10. g Lev. 19:13, 
} Or, Practise no evil. h chap. 25:8 $ Heb. a man of violence. 





RBS IV. , Parentai instructions. 
CHAPTER IV. ao ie 


1 Solomon, to persuade obedience, 3 showeth what in- 
struction he had of his parents, 5 to study wisdom, 
14 and to shun the path of the wicked. 20 He ex- 
horteth to faith, 23 and sanctification. 


EAR, ye children, the instruction of 
a father, and attend to know under- 

standing. 

2 For I give you good ™ doctrine, forsake 

ye not my law. 

3 For I was my father’s son, ® tender and 

only beloved in the sight of my mother. 

4 He °taught me also, and said unto me, 
Let thy heart retain my words: keep my 

commandments, and live. 

5 Get wisdom, get understanding: for- 

get it not; neither decline from the words 

of my mouth. 

6 Forsake her not, and she shall pre- 

serve thee: love her, and she shall keep 

thee. 

7 Wisdom is the principal thing ; there- 

fore get wisdom: and with all thy getting 

get understanding. 

8 Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: 

she shall bring thee to honor, when thou 

dost embrace her. 

9 She shall give to thy head an orna- 

ment of grace: a crown of glory shall 
she deliver to thee. 

10 Hear, O my son, and receive my say- 

ings; and the years of thy life shall be 

many. 

11 I have taught thee in the way of wis- 
dom; I have led thee in right paths. 

i Psa. 25:14. j Zech.5:4. k Job 8:6,7. 1 Dan.12:3. Q Heb. 


exalteth the fools, m Deut. 32:2. mn 1 Chron. 29:1, 0 1 Chron. 
28:9. |! Or, she shall compass thee with a crown of glory. 








25. Be not afraid ; that is, when thou keepest 
sound wisdom and discretion. Ver. 21. Sudden 
fear ; sudden destruction from God, which over- 
whelms the wicked with fear. 

31. The oppressor ; because of his present suc- 
cess in sinful practices. 

32. Secret; intimate friendship. 

35. Shame shall be the promotion of fools ; 
while the wise are promoted to true glory, the only 
promotion of fools shall be shame ; that is, they 
shall have shame instead of glory. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. A prosperous and happy life is the reward of 
obeying God’s commandments. 

4, The possession of true wisdom secures the per- 
manent favor of God and all good men. 

6. They who feel their need of God’s protection 
and guidance, and humbly commit themselves to 
him in the way of duty, shall not be left to perplex- 
ity or error. He will mark out their path for them, 
and make them truly prosperous and useful. 

8. True health of soul and body lies in fearing 
God and departing from eyil. 

9. When we honor God with our property, he 
will bless us in the possession and use of it. 

12. God chastens his children because he loves 
them and purposes to make them meet for eternal 
glory. 

1. The smallest measure of true wisdom is bet- 
ter than all the kingdoms of the world and the glory 
of them; for it makes us blessed here, and prepares 


25. It is not only the privilege, but the duty of 
the righteous to be composed and free from fear 
amidst those judgments which destroy God's ene- 
mies. 

27. All who need our help have a claim upon us 
from God for it. We should give it promptly and 
cheerfully, and thank him for the opportunity. 

33. They who provide for their families wealth 
and power by wicked practices, lay up for them a 
curse instead of a blessing. God’s favor bestowed 
upon the children of the righteous is better than 
houses full of silver and gold. 

34. It is the unchangeable purpose of God to 
abase the proud and exalt the humble; and he is 
abundantly able to accomplish it in respect to na- 
tions, families, and individuals. 


CHAPTER IV. 


3. My father’s son; in an emphatic sense, a 
son tenderly beloved and cherished. Oz/y belov- 
ed ; loved like an only son, that is, very tenderly ; 
for Solomon was not literally the only son of his 
mother. See 1 Chron. 3:5. 

4, He taught me also; Solomon commends 
his instructions to the young as those which he had 
received from his father in childhood, and obedience 
to which had made him prosperous and honored. 

7. With all thy getting; either, among all 
thy other acquisitions be sure to get wisdom first ; 
or better thus: employ all thy worldly gain to get 





us for eternal blessedness hereafter. 
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wisdom: part with it all, if needs be, for her sake. 
Mat. 13: 4446. 
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The path of the just. — 


A. M. 3004. 


& Cito, ~=12 When thou goest, thy steps 
shall not be straitened; and when thou 
runnest, thou shalt not stumble. 

13 Take fast hold of instruction ; let her 
not go: keep her; for she is thy life. 

14 { Enter *not into the path of the 
wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. 

15 Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, 
and pass away. 

16 For they sleep not, except they have 
done mischief; and their sleep is taken 
away, unless they cause some to fall. 

17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, 
and drink the wine of violence. 

18 But >the path of the just zs as the 
shining light, that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day. 

19 The way of the wicked ts as darkness: 
they °know not at what they stumble. 

20 | My son, attend to my words; in- 
cline thine ear unto my sayings. ° 

21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; 
keep them in the midst of thy heart. 

22 For they are life unto those that find 
them, and *health to all their flesh. 

23 ¥ Keep thy heart twith all diligence; 
for out of it are the issues of life. 

24 Putaway from thee +a froward mouth, 
and perverse lips put far from thee. 

25 Let thine eyes look right on, and let 
thine eyelids look straight before thee. 


PROVERBS V. 


The strange woman. 


26 Ponder the path of thy feet, and $ let 
all thy ways be established. : . 

27 Turn not to the right hand nor to the 
left: remove thy foot from evil. 


CHAPTER V. 


1 Solomon exhorteth to the study of wisdom. 3 He 
showeth the mischief of whoredom and riot. 15 He 
exhorteth to contentedness, liberality, and chastity. 
22 The wicked are overtaken with their own sins. 


M*. son, attend unto my wisdom, and 
bow thine ear to my understanding: 

2 That thou mayest regard discre- 
oe and that thy lips may keep know- 
edge. 

3 4 For ‘the lips of a strange woman 
drop as a honey-comb, and her | mouth zs 
smoother than oil: 

4 But her end is *bitter as wormwood, 
sharp! as a twoedged sword. 

5 Her £feet go down to death ; her steps 
take hold on hell. 

6 Lest thou shouldest ponder the path 
of life, her ways are movable, that thou 
canst not know them. 

7 Hear me now therefore, O ye children, 
and depart not from the words of my 
mouth. 

8 Remove thy way far from her, and 
come not nigh the door of her house: 

9 Lest thou give thine honor unto others, 
and thy years unto the cruel: 





a Psa.1:1. b Psa. 84:7; Phil. 2:15, ¢ John 12:35, * Heb. med- 
icine. $+ Heb. above all keeping. t+ Heb. frowardness of mouth, 


and perverseness of lips. Or, allthy ways shall be ordered aright. 
dch.6:24. || Heb. palate. e Eccl. 7:26. f Psa.55:21. gch.7:27 





12. Shall not be straitened; thou shalt have 
a wide,and plain path in which thou canst go safely. 
Psa. 18: 36. 

15. Avoid tt—pass away; the accumulation 
of admonitions shows the extreme danger of the 


way. 

18. The shining light ; of the morning sun. 
Perfect day ; noon. Light is here the emblem of 
knowledge, holiness, and happiness. 

19. Know not at what they stumble; they 
cannot see the stumbling-blocks that lie in their 
way, and they fall over them unawares. 

23. Isswes ; fountains: when the heart is well 
kept, and stored with heavenly wisdom, it sends 
forth life-giving streams. 

25. Right on—straight before thee; as one 
looks who is intent upon pursuing a straight path, 
the path of God’s commandments. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

4. They who, by precept and example, teach 
their children to value heavenly wisdom above all 
earthly possessions, may hope to see them made 
by God’s grace useful and honorable, and the in- 
structors of the following generation. 

7. That men so universally prefer wealth to wis- 
dom, shows the blindness of the natural heart ; but 
they whom God’s Spirit has enlightened, understand 
well that the knowledge of the truth is better than 
all riches. 

16. Sin has a dreadful power to perpetuate itself. 
They who enter upon a course of transgression pro- 
owl from bad to worse, till their life becomes one 
‘continuous series of sins. 

18. How glorious is the just man’s course. In 
this life he is increasing in knowledge, holiness, 
and usefulness; and he has before him an eternity 





of light and bliss. ‘‘ The ungodly are not so.” They 
walk in darkness and selt-delusion, and stumble 
unawares into perdition. 

23. If men bestowed upon their hearts that care 
which they give to their estates, they would be 
rewarded with peace and prosperity, instead of 
disappointment and consuming anxiety. 

25. Straightforward integrity lies at the founda- 
tion of all true excellence and permanent success. 
When men rely on crooked artifices, they and their 
plans will in the end be carried headlong. 

26. They who earnestly and prayerfully pon- 
der their path, shall be guided in the right way; 
but inconsiderateness always ends in shame and 
misery. 


CHAPTER V. 


2. That thy lips may keep knowledge ; 
when the heart is stored with knowledge it dwells 
also on the lips, and is communicated to others. 

4. Her end; the final end of yielding to her 
enticements. . 

5. Go down to death—tuke hold on hell; 
compare chap. 2: 18. 

6. Movable ; changeable; she cunningly alters 
her demeanor so as to retain her hold on those 
whom she has enticed. Or the verse may be ren- 
dered thus: Lest she should ponder the path of 
life, her ways wander, she knows not where. Com- 
pare chap 4:19. 

9. Honor—years; the prime and vigor of thy 
life. Others—the cruel; these words probably 
refer to the husband of the adulteress, who had a 
right, by the Levitical law, to demand the death of 
the offender, but might content himself with the 
exaction of heavy fines and hard servitude. 
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Contentment and chastity. 


10 Lest strangers be filled with thy 
wealth ;* and thy labors be in the house 
of a stranger; 

11 And thou mourn at the *last, when 
thy flesh and thy body are consumed, 

12 And say, ® How have I hated instruc- 
tion, and my heart ‘despised reproof ; 

13 And have not obeyed the voice of my 
teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them 
that instructed me ! 

14 I was almost in all evil in the midst 
of the congregation and assembly. 

15 J Drink waters out of thine 4own 
cistern, and running waters out of thine 
own well. 

16 Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, 
and rivers of waters in the streets. 

17 Let them be only thine own, and not 
strangers’ with thee. 

18 Let thy fountain be blessed: and re- 
joice with the ° wife of thy youth. 

19 Let ‘her be as the loving hind and 
pleasant roe ; let her f breasts satisfy thee 
at all times; and #be thou ravished al- 
ways with her love. 

20 And why wilt thou, my son, be rav- 
ished with a strange woman, and embrace 
the bosom of a stranger ? 

21 For £the ways of man are before the 
eyes of the Lorn, and he pondereth all 
his goings. 

22 His own iniquities shall take the 
wicked himself, and he shall be holden 
with the cords of his §sins. 

23 He "shall die without instruction ; 
and in the greatness of his folly he shall 
go astray. 


PROVERBS VI. 


Suretyship and idleness. 
CHAPTER VI. 


1 Against suretyship, 6 idleness, 12 and mischievous- 
ness. 16 Seven things hateful to God. 2 The bless- 
ings of obedience. 25 The mischiefs of whoredom. 


Y son, if thou be‘surety for thy friend, 
if thou hast stricken thy hand with 
a stranger, 

2 Thou art snared with the words of thy 
mouth, thou art taken with the words of 
thy mouth. 

3 Do this now, my son, and deliver thy- 
self, when thou art come into the hand of 
thy friend; go, humble thyself, ! and make 
sure thy friend. 

4 Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slum- 
ber to thine eyelids. 

_5 Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand 
of the hunter, and as a bird from the hand 
of the fowler. _ 

6 Y Go ito the ant, thou sluggard ; con- 
sider her ways, and be wise: 

7 Which having no guide, overseer, or 
ruler, 

8 Provideth her meat in the summer, 
and gathereth her food in the harvest. 

9 How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? 
when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? 

10 Yet *a little sleep, a little slumber, a 
little folding of the hands to sleep: 

11 Soshall thy poverty come as one that 
travelleth, and thy want as an armed man. 

12 4 A naughty person, a wicked man, 
walketh with a froward mouth. 

13 He! winketh with his eyes, he speak- 
eth with his feet, he teacheth with his 
fingers ; 

14 Frowardness zs in his heart, he ™de- 


A. M. 3004. 
B. C. 1000. 





* Heb. strength. a Heb. 13:4. b Zech. 7: 11-14. ¢ chap, 1:25; 
Ge Dore eels 1 Cor.7:2. e Mal.2:14, f Cant. 2:9; 7:3-8. 
¢ Heb. water.  ¢ Heb. err thou always in.  g 2 Chron. 16:9; 
Job 31:4; Jer. 16:17; 32:19; Hosea7:2; Heb. 4: 13. eb. 


sin. bh chap. 10:21; Job 36:12. i chap. 11:15; 17:18; 22: 26, 
( Or, so shalt thou prevail with. j Job 12:7. & chap. 24:33, 34, 
Job15:12. m Isa, 37:2; Micah 2:1. 





10, 11. Filled with thy wealth—are conswm- 
ed; these words refer to all the ways in which 
illicit indulgence wastes’ the estate of the trans- 
gressor, destroys his health and character, and ex- 
poses him to ignominious penalties. 

14. The congregation and assembly; the public 
assembly before which the adulterer was arraigned. 

15. Drink waters ; be content with the wife of 
thy youth. 

16. Fountains—rivers of waters; flowing from 
the well mentioned in the preceding verse. “These 
may denote either the pure enjoyment which he 
has in her society, or, their mutual offspring. 


INSTRUCTIONS 

4. When we are tempted to sinful indulgence, 
we should consider well its consequences. It is a 
sad exchange to give property, health, character, 
peace of conscience, the favor of God, and everlast- 
ing life, for a little momentary pleasure. 

8. The only safety of the young lies in avoiding 
the beginnings of impurity in word, thought, and 
deed, and all solicitations thereto. He who need- 
lessly places himself in the way of temptation, is 
in imminent danger of falling. And when he once 

ields, he gives sinful passion the mastery over 

imself, and his course is rapidly downwards, till 

it ends in the destruction of soul, body, and estate. 
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12. They who will not listen in youth to the ad- 
monitions of wisdom, must pay a dreadful penalty 
for their heedlessness in old age. 

15. God has ordained marriage for the holiness, 
comfort, and purity of the human family; and all 
who in any way dishonor it, by precept or example, 
are among the worst enemies of mankind. Eph: 
5:5,6; Heb. 13:4. 

21. We can neither conceal from God any crime, 
nor prevent his exposing and punishing it. As cer- 
tainly as he reigns in heaven, every iniquity, unless 
it be repented of and forgiven through the blood of 
Christ, will take the sinner in its fatal cords, and 
hold him fast bound to all eternity. 


CHAPTER VI. 

1. Stricken thy hand ; it was thus that a per- 
son pledged himself to be responsible for the debt 
of another. 

3. Into the hand of thy friend; into his 

ower. 

1l. One that travelleth ; a traveller that comes 
unexpectedly as an enemy or assailant. 

12-15. These verses describe a cunning deceiv- 
er, who accomplishes his mischievous plans by 
hidden artifices. Wanhketh — speaketh — teach- 
eth; the secret signs which he gives to his accom- 
plices. 
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- feet not be burned ? 


Seven things hateful. 


Be. 100, Viseth mischief continually ; he 
soweth* *discord. 

15 Therefore ’shall his calamity come 
suddenly; suddenly shall he be * broken 
without ‘remedy. 

16 {{ These six things doth the Lorp 
hate; yea, seven ave an abomination t unto 
him: 

17 A? proud *look, a lying ‘tongue, and 
hands that shed innocent blood, 

18 A*heart that deviseth wicked imagi- 
nations, ‘feet that be swift in running to 
mischief, 

19 A Jfalse witness that speaketh lies, 
and *he that soweth discord among 
brethren. 

20 §] My son, 'keep thy father’s com- 
mandment, and forsake not the law of thy 
mother: 


PROVERBS VII 





21 Bind them continually upon thy 
heart, and tie them about thy neck. 

22 When ™thou goest, it shall lead thee; 
when thou sleepest, itshall keep thee; and 
when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee. 

23 For the commandment is a $ lamp; 
and the law zs "light; and reproofs of in- 
struction are the way of life: 

24 To keep thee from the evil woman, 
from the flattery of the !itongue of a 
strange woman. 

25 Lust °not after her beauty in thy 
heart; neither let her take thee with her 
eyelids. 

26 For ?by means of a whorish woman 
a man 1s brought to a piece of bread: and 
the? *adulteress will "hunt for the pre- 
cious life. 

27 Can a man take fire in his bosom, 
and his clothes not be burned? 

28 Can one go upon hot coals, and his 


Mischiefs of unchastity. 


29 So he that goeth in to his neighbor’s 
wife; whosoever toucheth her shall not 
be innocent. 

30 Men do not despise a thief, if he steal 
to satisfy his soul when he is hungry ; 

31 But af he be found, he shall restore 
sevenfold; he shall give all the substance 
of his house. 

32 But whoso committeth adultery with 
a woman lacketh t understanding: he that 
doeth® it destroyeth his owy, soul. 

33 A wound and dishonor shall he get; 
and his reproach shall not be wiped away. 

34 For ‘jealousy is the rage of a man: 
therefore he will not spare in the day of 
vengeance. 

35 He will not tregard any ransom; 
neither will he rest content, though thou 
givest many gifts. 


CHAPTER VII. 


1 Solomon persuadeth to a sincere and kind familiarity 
with wisdom. 6 In an example of his own experi- 
ence. he showeth 10 the cunning of a whore, 22 and 
the desperate simplicity of a young wanton. 24 He 
exhorteth from such wickedness. 


“Y son, keep my words, and lay "up 
my commandments with thee. 

2 Keep ‘my commandments, and live; 
and my law as the “apple of thine eye. 

3 Bind *them upon thy fingers, write 
them upon the table of thy heart. 

4 Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; 
and call understanding thy kinswoman : 

5 That they may keep thee from the 
strange woman, from the stranger which 
flattereth with her words. 

6 { For at the window of my house I 
looked through my casement, 

7 And beheld among the simple ones, I 
discerned among the $ youths, a young 
man ¥ void of understanding, 





* Heb. custeth forth. a Rom16:17, »bchap.1:27. ¢ Jer.19:11. 
d 2 Chron. 36:16. ¢ Heb. of hissoul. ¢ Heb. Haughty eyes. ¢ Psa. 


18:27, f Psa. 120:3,4; Rev.22:15. g 2 Kings, 24:3, 4; Isa. 
1:15. bh Micah2:1. ilsa.59:7. jchap.19:9, k 3John9Q, 10. 
J} Eph.6:1, m Dan.1: 18-21. 3 Or, candle, m Psa. 119: 105. 





, 16. Six things—yea, seven; it is a frequent 
custom of the Hebrew writers, in making enumera- 
tions, to begin with one less than the whole num- 
ber. Compare Job 5:19; Prov. 30:18, 21, 29; 
Eccl. 11:2; Amos 1:3, 6, 9,11, 13; 2:1, 4, 6. 
18. Imaginations ; plots, plans of mischief. 
23. Are the way of life ; they guide men into 
the way of life. 
esptise ; generally interpreted to mean, to 
overlook, to connive at. But we may retain the ordi- 
nary meaning of the word. Though men feel the ne- 
cessity of punishing a thief who has stolen to satisf: 
his hunger, yet they do not look upon him with fat. 
contempt and abhorrence as upon the adulterer. 
32. He that doeth it destroyeth his own soul ; 
more literally, The destroyer of his own soul, he 
will do it; as much as to say, The man who is 
bent on ruining himself, he will commit this sin. 
34. The rage of aman ; inan emphatic sense ; 
jealousy excites his fiercest rage. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 
1. He who easily allows himself to become surety 


|| Heb. strange tongue. 0 Mat. 5:28, pchap.29:3. 4@ Gen.39:14, 
etc. * Heb. woman of aman, ora man’s wife, ¥Y Ezek. 13:18. 
t+ Heb. heart, s Heb. 13:4. t Cant.&:6. $ Heb. accept the face 
of. «achap.2:1-7. v Lev. 18:5; Isa. 55:3. w Deut. 32:10. 
x chap. 6:21; Deut.6:8 @ Heb. sons, y chap. 6:32; 9:4, 16. 
for others, is likely to become the prey of weak or 
designing men, who make false representations of 
their circumstances. To make suretyship lawful 
and proper, we must be fully able to meet the sum 
pledged without injury to others. 

11. Indolent procrastination is the parent of pov- 
erty and misery in things temporal and spiritual. 
The divine law is, that wealtlvof every kind comes 
by toil. 

15. The man who relies for success upon crooked 
and deceitful practices, is alike odious to God and 
man, and his end will be remediless ruin. 

16. God estimates men, not from their outward 
circumstances, but from their character. All whose 
hearts and lives are defiled with wicked practices 
are abominable in his sight, however high their 
reputation among men. : 

27. The penalty of sin is as certain as the laws 
of nature, and far more terrible in its power. The 

outh who enters upon a course of impurity, throws 
Eimeelf into a consuming fire, which will destroy 
both soul and body. 
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Way of the harlot. 


8 Passing through the street near her cor- 
ner; and he went the * way to her house, 

9 In the twilight, in the *evening, in the 
black and dark night: 

10 And, behold, there met him a woman 
with the attire of a harlot, and subtile of 
heart. 

11 She is*loud and°stubborn; her“? feet 
abide not in her house: 

12 Now is she without, now in the 
streets, anddieth in wait at every corner. 

13 So she caught him, and kissed him, 
and twith an impudent face said unto him, 

14 It have peace-offerings with me ; this 
day have I paid my vows. 

15 Therefore came I forth to meet thee, 
diligently to seek thy face, and I have 
found thee. 

16 I have decked my bed with coverings 
of tapestry, with carved works, with fine 
linen® of Egypt. 

17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, 
aloes, and cinnamon. 

18 Come, let us take our fill of love until 
the morning: let us solace ourselves with 
loves. 

19 For the goodman ts not at home, he 
is gone a long journey: 

20 He hath taken a bag of money § with 
him, and will come home at! the day ap- 
pointed. 

21 With her much fair speech she caus- 
ed him to yield, with the £ flattering of her 
lips she forced him. 

22 He goeth after her *straightway, as 
an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool 
to the correction of the stocks; 

23 Till a dart strike through his liver; 
as a bird hasteth to the "snare, and know- 
eth not that it zs for his life. 


PROVERBS VIII. 


Wisdom’s invitation. 


24 J Hearken unto me now ‘%.% yoo. 
therefore, O ye children, and attend to 
the words of my mouth. 

25 Let not thy heart decline to her ways, 
go not astray in her paths. 

26 For she hath cast down many wound- 
ed: yea, many ‘strong men have been 
slain by her. 


27 Her jhouse is the way to hell, going: 


down to the chambers of death. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


1 The fame, 6 and evidence of wisdom. 10 The excel- 
lency, 12 the nature, 15 the power, 18 the riches, 22 
and the eternity of wisdom. 32 Wisdom is to be de- 
sired for the blessedness it bringeth. 


OTH not wisdom cry? and under- 
standing put forth her voice ? 

2 She standeth in the top of high places, 
by the way in the places of the paths. 

3 She crieth at the gates, at the entry 
of the city, at the coming in at the doors: 

4 Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice 
is to the sons of man. 

5 O'ye simple, understand wisdom: and, 
ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart. 

6 Hear; for I will speak of "excellent 
things; and the opening of my lips shall 
be right things. 

7 For my mouth shall speak ° truth; and 
wickedness 7s tan abomination to my lips. 

8 All the words of my mouth are in 
righteousness ; there ts nothing + froward 
or P perverse in them. 

9 They are all plain to 9him that un- 
derstandeth, and right to them that find 
knowledge. 

10 Receive ‘my instruction, and not sil- 
ver; and knowledge rather than choice 
gold. 

11 For * wisdom is better than rubies ; 





a chap. 5:8. * Heb. evening of theday. b chap.9:13. ¢ Jer. 
3:3. d 1 Tim. 5:13; Tit.2:5. + Heb. she strengthened her face, 
‘and said. +t Heb. Peace-offerings are upon me. € Isa. 19:9. 
% Heb. inhis hand, || Or, new moon. f chap, 5:3. g Psa. 12:2. 


j chap.5:5. k chap. 1:20; 9:3,ete. 1 Isa, 55: 1-3. 
1:27;6:9-11. nchap. 22:20; Psa.19:7-11. oJohn17:17. f Heb. 
the abomination of. } Heb. wreathed. p Psa.12:6. 4 Micah 
2:7. ¥ chap. 23:23, 8 chap. 3:14, 15; 16:16. 





* Heb. suddenly. h Eccl. 9:12, i Judg. 16:19-30; Neh. 13:26. 


CHAPTER VII. 
14. Peace-offerings ; offered, as she pretends, in 
fulfilment of her vows. A portion only of the peace- 
offering was burned upon the altar. Upon the rest, 
the offerer and his friends feasted. She means, 
that she has a sumptuous feast provided in her 
house, and has come out to seek him to share it 
with her. 
- 26. Wounded; mortally wounded, as on the 
field of battle. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

The way of all seducers is to inflame the imag- 
ination of the young with glowing representations of 
the pleasures of sinful indulgence, while they care- 
fully keep out of view its guilt and misery, and flat- 
ter them with the hope of impunity. All books, 
discourses, and representations of every kind, that 
follow the method of this adulteress, are justly to be 
regarded as her accomplices in the work of corrup- 
tion and ruin; and their influence in a community 3s 
more to be dreaded than “ the pestilence that walk. 
eth in darkness.” Let all the young who hope to 
enjoy in this life, comfort, honor, and usefulness, 
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and God’s favor in the life to come, keep themselves 
at the greatest distance from unchaste solicita, 
tions of every kind, and labor to maintain purity in 
thought, speech, and behavior. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


1. In striking contrast with the strange woman 
described in the preceding chapter, heavenly Wis- 
dom now addresses men, and invites them to receive 
at her hand the richest blessings. It is the essen- 
tial Wisdom of God, which dwelt with him from 
eternity, or, the Word, by whom his wisdom is 
manifested, that speaks. See note on chap. 1: 20. 

2,3. In the top of high places—at the com- 
ing in at the doors; in all the most public and 
frequented places. She continually forces herself 
upon men’s attention. 

9. Plain to him that wnderstandeth ; the 
words of wisdom are all right and plain of appre- 
hension; but it requires an understanding heart to 
receive them. Fools derive no benefit from them. 
Compare our Saviour’s words. “ Wisdom is justified 
of all her children.” Luke 7:39. 
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The eternal nature 
bc i000 and all the things that may be de- 
sired are *not to be compared to it. 

12 I wisdom dwell with * prudence, and 
find out knowledge of witty inventions. 

13 The * fear of the Lorn 7s to hate evil: 
pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, 
and the froward mouth, do I hate. 

14 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: 
I am understanding; I have ‘strength. 

15 By ‘me kings reign, and princes de- 
cree justice. 

16 By me princes rule, and nobles, even 
all the judges of the earth. 

17 [°love them that love me; and ‘those 
that seek me early shall find me. 

18 Riches £and honor are with me; yea, 
durable riches and righteousness. 

19 My fruitis better than gold, yea, than 
fine gold; and my revenue than choice 
silver. 

20 I tlead in the way of righteousness, 
in the midst of the paths of judgment: 

21 That I may cause those that love me 
to inherit substance; and I will fill their 
treasures, 

22 The »Lorp possessed me in the be- 
ginning of his way, before his works of 
old. 

23 I was set ‘up from everlasting, from 
the beginning, or ever the earth was. 

24 When there were no depths, I was 
brought forth; when there were no foun- 
tains abounding with water. 

25 Before /the mountains were settled, 
before the hills was I[ brought forth: 

26 While as yet he had not made the 





a Phil 3:8,9. * Or, subtilty. » chap. 16:6; Psa, 97:10; 
Rom. 12:9; 1 Thes. 5:22; 2 Tim.2:19. ¢ Eccl.7:19. d Dan. 
5:21; Rom. 13:1. e 1 Sam. 2:30; John 14:21. f Isa. 45:19. 


g Mat. 6:33. f¢ Or, walk. bh John1:1,etc. i Psa.2:6. j Job 





12. Witty inventions ; wise counsels. 

15, 16. By me kings reign—princes rule ; 
she commends herself to men as the counsellor and 
guide of all rulers. 

18-21. Riches and honor are with me—fill 
their treasures ; she further commends herself as 
the only source of true riches and righteousness. 

22. Lhe Lord possessed me ; the crowning com- 
mendation of wisdom: she is the eternal compan- 
ion of God, his delight, rejoicing always before him, 
and present at all his works. 

26. The highest part of the dust ; the moun- 
tain tops; or, as the marginal reading, The chief 
part of the dust. 

27. Set a compass ; formed the circular vault of 
heaven, or exactly framed all parts of the universe. 

30, 31. Then I was by him—delights were 
with the sons of men; see note on chap. 1: 20. 

34. My gates—posts of my doors ; waiting at 
her royal palace to receive instruction. Compare 


chap. 9: 1. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. God is exceedingly earnest in his endeavors 
to recall men from sin and folly to heavenly wis- 
dom. His calls‘to them are so many, so loud, and 
so varied, that none can fail to hear but those who 
wilfully neglect them. 

8. The holy Scriptures, in which the wisdom of 
God addresses men, contain a revelation of truth 


PROVERBS IX. 








and excellence of wisdom. 


earth, nor the ?fields, nor the ‘highest 
part of the dust of the world. 

27 When ‘he prepared the heavens, I 
was there: when he set all compass upon 
the face of the depth: 

28 When he established the clouds 
above: when he strengthened the foun- 
tains of the deep: 

29 When 'he gave to the sea his decree, 
that the waters should not pass his com- 
mandment: when he appointed the foun- 
dations of the earth: 

30 Then I was by him, as one brought 
up with him: and I™was daily his delight, 
rejoicing always before him; 

31 Rejoicing in the habitable part of his 
earth; and my delights were with the sons 
of men, 

32 Now therefore hearken unto me, O 
ye children: for blessed are they that keep 
my ways. 

33 Hear instruction, and be wise, and 
refuse it not. 

34 Blessed is "the man that heareth me, 
watching daily at my gates, waiting at the 
posts of my doors. 

35 For whoso findeth me findeth life, 
and shall *obtain favor of the Lorp. 

36 But he that sinneth against me wrong- 
eth his own soul: all they that hate me 
love death. 


CHAPTER Ix. 


1 The discipline, 4 and doctrine of wisdom. 
custom, 16 and error of folly. 


ISDOM hath builded her ° house, she 
hath hewn out her seven pillars: 


13 The 





15:7,8. $£ Or, open places. % Or, chief. k Heb. 1:2. || Or, circle. 
1 Job 38:10,11; J m. Mat. 3:17; Col..1.2 13... n. Mat: 
7:24; Luke 11:28. * Heb. bring forth. o Eph. 2: 20-22. 


r. 6:22. 





unmixed with error, and all who commit them- 
selves to their guidance shall be led in the ways of 
peace, knowledge, holiness, and eternal life. 

9. The plainest and best instructions are of no 
avail unless there be an understanding heart to re- 
ceive them. The doctrine of Christ was an offence 
to the scribes and Pharisees; but all who had an 
humble and obedient spirit received it gladly. 

17. God has a tender Jove for all who earnestly 
seek the truth; and if they persevere, his grace will 
make them successful. 

21. Wisdom is the most excellent of all posses- 
sions, having the promise of this life and that which 
is to come. 

22. In all God’s revelations eternal wisdom ad- 
dresses men, but in the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the 
Word made flesh, he has given us a full manifesta- 
tion of that infinite and uncreated wisdom which he 
possessed “ from everlasting, from the beginning, or 
ever the earth was.” To hear and obey Christ, is to 
receive heavenly wisdom, and with her, eternal life. 

31. The love of God for men equals his almighty 
power to do them good. He earnestly desires that 
they should listen to his voice, that he may make 
them most blessed for ever. 


CHAPTER IX. 


1. Her seven pillars ; which adorn her palace 
and give it stability. oe 


The opposing calls 


2 She*hath killed her *beasts; she hath 
mingled her wine; she hath also furnish- 
ed her table. 

3 She Phath sent forth her maidens: she 
crieth upon the highest places of the city, 

4 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hith- 
er: as for him that wanteth understand- 
ing, she saith to him, 

5 Come, ceat of my bread, and drink of 
the wine which I have mingled. 

6 Forsake the foolish, and live; and go 
in the way of understanding. 

7 He that reproveth a scorner getteth to 
himself shame: and he that rebuketh a 
wicked man getteth himself a blot. 

8 Reprove‘notascorner, lest he hate thee: 
rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee. 

9 Give ©instruction to a wise man, and 
he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, 
and he will increase in learning. 

10 The ffear of the Lorp is the begin- 
ning of wisdom: and the knowledge of 
the Holy zs understanding. 

11 For by me thy &days shall be multi- 
plied, and the years of thy life shall be 
increased. 

12 If "thou be wise, thou shalt be wise 
for thyself: but if thou scornest, thou 
alone shalt bear 7. 

13 4% A foolish woman ts iclamorous : 
she is simple, and knoweth nothing. 

i ei pene PS 


PROVERBS X. 





of wisdom and folly. 
14 For she sitteth at the door of 4," ito: 


B. C. 1000. 
her house, on a seat in the high places of 
the city, 

15 To call passengers who go right on 
their ways: 

16 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hith- 
er: and as for him that wanteth under- 
standing, she saith to him, 

17 Stolen waters are sweet, and bread 
eatent in secret is pleasant. 

18 But he knoweth not that /the dead 
are there; and that her guests are in the 
depths of hell. 


CHAPTER. X. 


From this chapter to the five and twentieth are sundry 
observations of moral virtues, and their contrary vices. 


HE Proverbs of Solomon. <A *wise 
son maketh a glad father: but a fool- 
ish son zs the heaviness of his mother. 

2 Treasures of | wickedness profit noth- 
ing: but ™righteousness delivereth from 
death. 

3 The "Lorp will not suffer the soul of 
the righteous to famish: but he casteth 
away the tsubstance of the wicked. 

4 He °becometh poor that dealeth with 
a slack hand: but Pthe hand of the dili- 
gent maketh rich. 

5 He that gathereth in summer zs a wise 
son: but he that sleepeth in harvest 7s a 
son that causeth shame. 





a Mat. 22:3,ete. * Heb. killing. b Rom. 10:15. ¢ John 
6:27. d Mat.7:6. e Hosea 6:3; Mat. 13:12. f chap.1:73 
Job 28:28; Psa. 111:10. g chap. 10:27. h Job 35:6, 7; Ezek. 


18:20. ichap. 7:11. + Heb. of secrectes, jchap.2:18. k chap. 


fo 20 RURR ae ee 

2. Killed her beasts—mingled her wine ; that 
is, she has prepared a sumptuous feast. Compare 
Isa. 25:6; 55:1, 2; Mat. 22:4. 

7-9. He that reproveth a scorner—increase 
in learning ; wisdom continues her address to 
men, reminding them that it is only the wise who 
will be benefited by her calls, while scorners and 
wicked men will reject them. This is not incon- 
sistent with the fourth verse, in which she addresses 
“the simple,” and “him that wanteth understand- 
ing ;” for such may be conscious of their ignorance, 
and this is the beginning of true wisdom. 

10. The Holy; God. 

12. Wise for thyself—thow alone shalt bear 
it; in an emphatic sense. Though our wisdom 
and folly affect others, the principal harvest from 
them must be reaped by ourselves. 

13. A foolish woman ; the foolish woman de- 
scribed in the preceding chapters. 

15. Right on their ways ; who are attending 
to their lawful employments. 

17. Stolen waters—bread eaten in secret ; un- 
lawful pleasures. 

18. The dead are there; in her house. Those 
who have entered it are as good as dead, because 
“none that go unto her return again, neither take 
_ they hold of the paths of life”? Chap. 2:19. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. They who listen to the wisdom of God, shall 
receive from her an abundance of all good things ; 
but they who refuse to hear her voice, must perish 
in the greatness of their folly. 

4. The beginning of wisdom is to know our igno- 
rance, and come to God for knowledge. 
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15:20; 23:16; 29:3, 15. 1 Luke 12: 19-21, m Dan. 4:27; Phil. 
3:9, n Psa. 37:25. $ Or, wicked for their wickedness. © chap. 


11:24. p chap. 13:4; 19:15. 





7. They who most need instruction are least ready 
to receive it; because they understand not their own 
folly, and therefore hate and despise reproof. 

J. One of the blessed qualities of true wisdom is, 
that a little of it prepares men to seek and obtain 
more. Mat. 13:12. 

10. The foundation of all true wisdom is, the 
knowledge and fear of God. A wicked heart sep- 
arates men from God, and keeps them in darkness 
and self-delusion. 

12. Personal responsibility is always recognized 
in God’s moral government. The counsels of the 
good cannot benefit us, nor the seductions of the 
wicked injure us, without our own free consent. 
Our wisdom and folly are. our own, and we must 
reap their fruits here and hereafter. 

17. Unlawful pleasures promise much good, but 
their end is bitterness and death. 


CHAPTER X. 


1. The Proverbs of Solomon ; here begins the 
second division of this book, extending to the six- 
teenth verse of the twenty-second chapter. It con- 
sists in general of separate maxims, having no con- 
nection with each other. A wise son; in this 
proverb, as in many of the following, the two clauses 
must be mutually supplied, each from the other: 
thus, A wise son maketh glad father and mother ; 
but a foolish son is the heaviness of both. 

2, Treasures of wickedness; .-wealth wrong- 
fully gotten. Delivereth from death ; from vio- 
lent and premature death, which is often threatened 
as the punishment of the wicked, verse 27. The 
words also include the promise of deliverance from 
eternal death. fet 
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Sin contrasted 


Bc, 6 Blessings are upon the head of 
the just: but * violence covereth the mouth 
of the wicked. 

7 The "memory of the just zs blessed: 
but the “name of the wicked shall rot. 

8 The wise in heart will receive com- 
mandments: but *a prating fool shall t fall. 

9 He that ¢walketh uprightly walketh 
surely: but he that perverteth his ways 
shall be known. 

10 He that *°winketh with the eye caus- 
eth sorrow: but a prating fool shall ?fall. 

11 The ‘mouth of a righteous man is a 
well of life: but violence covereth the 
mouth of the wicked. _ 

12 Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love 
covereth§ all sins. 

13 In the lips of him that hath under- 
standing wisdom is found: but a "rod is 
for the back of him that is void of §un- 
derstanding. 

14 Wise men lay up‘knowledge: but the 
mouth of the foolish zs near destruction. 

15 The/rich man’s wealth is his strong 
city: the destruction of the poor is their 
poverty. 

16 The labor of the righteous tendeth to 
life: the fruit of the wicked to sin. 

17 He *is in the way of life that keep- 
eth instruction: but'he that refuseth re- 
proof !erreth. 

18 He that hideth hatred with lying lips, 
and he that uttereth a slander, is a fool. 

19 In ™the multitude of words there 
wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth 
his lips ts wise. 


PROVERBS X. 


with righteousness. 


20 The tongue of the just is as choice 
silver: the heart of the wicked is little 
worth. 

21 The lips of the righteous feed many: 
but fools die for want of * wisdom. 

22 The "blessing of the Lorp, it maketh 
rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it. 

23 It is a sport to a fool to do mischief: 
but a man of understanding hath wisdom. 

24 The fear of the wicked, it shall come 
upon him: but the °desire of the right- 
eous shall be granted. 

25 As the whirlwind passeth, so is the 
wicked no more: but the Prighteous zs an 
everlasting foundation. 

26 As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke 
to the eyes, so zs the sluggard to them that 
send him. 

27 The ‘fear of the Lorn ft prolongeth 
days: but ‘the years of the wicked shall 
be shortened. 

28 The hope of the righteous shall be 
gladness: but the expectation of the wick- 
ed shall perish. 

29 The way of the Lorp is strength to 
the upright: but destruction shall be to 
the workers of iniquity. 

30 The righteous shall never be remov- 
ed: but the wicked shall not inhabit the 
earth. 

31 The mouth of the just bringeth forth 
wisdom: but the froward tongue shall be 
cut out. 

32 The lips of the righteous know what 
is acceptable: but the mouth of the wick- 
ed speaketh + frowardness. 





a Esther7:8. » Psa.112:6. c¢ Eccl. 8:10. * Heb. fool of 
lips. f Or, be beaten. d Isa. 33:15, 16. © chap. 6:13, Or, be 
beaten. f Psa. 37:30. g 1 Cor. 13:4-7; 1 Pet. 4:8, chap 
26:3. @ Heb Acart. i Mat. 12:35; 13:52. j Psa. 52:7; Eccl. 


7:12, k 2 Pet.1:5-11. 1 chap. 1:25,30. {| Or, causeth to err. 


* Heb. heart. Psa. 


P Mat. 7: 24, 


m.Bccl:.6:52; 35 Jas. 3-2; 
37:22. o Psa. 145:19; Mat. 5:6; John 5:14, 15. 


n Gen. 24:35; 


. | 25. achap.9:11. f Heb. addeth. r Eccl. 7:17. 8 Eccl. 12:9-11; 
| Tit! 228. 


f¢ Heb. frowardnesses. 





6. Covereth the mouth of the wicked ; that 
is, his mouth is filled with violence, by which he 
brings upon himself the curses of his fellow-men. 

8. Will receive commandments—shall fall ; 
fill out the two clauses thus: The wise in heart 
will receive commandments, therefore he shall stand 
firm; but a prating fool will not hear advice, there- 
fore he shall fall. 

9. Shall be known ; exposed and punished. 

10. Winketh with the eye; a sign of malicious 
cunning. 

14. Lay up knowledge; which keeps them 
from speukeians unadvisedly. Near destruction ; 
constantly exposes them to destruction. 

15. Destruction of the poor; that which ex- 

ses them to much injury from wicked men. 
This is not inconsistent with the promise, that God 
a protect the pious poor who put their trust in 

im. 

20. As choice silver ; from the rich treasury of 
his heart he brings forth words that are as choice 
silver. Heart—zs little worth; and therefore his 


words also are destitute of worth. 


23. Hath wisdom ; which leads him to abhor 
mischief. 

25. Is an everlasting fowndation ; his bless- 
edness rests on the immovable foundation of God’s 
promises. Psa. 15:5. 





29. The way of the Lord; either God’s way 
of acting, or the way which he prescribes tomen. In 
the former sense the meaning will be, that God’s 
providence protects the upright ; in the latter, that 
obedience to God secures his protection. 

30. Inhabit the earth; in its original meaning, 
dwell securely in the promised land. Ex. 20: 12. 
But the words contain a general promise of peace 
and prosperity to the righteous. 

31. Bringeth forth wisdom—shall be cut out; 
fill out the two clauses thus: bringeth forth wis- 
dom, and therefore is acceptable to God and man; 
speaketh folly, and therefore shall be cut out. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


1. Since the happiness or misery of parents de- 
pends so much upon the character and conduct of 
their children, this should be an incitement to them 
diligently to train them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord. 

2. The curse of God rests upon all unrighteous 
gain. It can confer upon its owners no true hap- 
piness in this world, and it exposes them to his 
everlasting displeasure in the world to come. 

4. The general law of God’s moral government 
is, industry and plenty, poverty and want. 

5. A principal part of wisdom lies in discerning 
and improving passing opportunities. 
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Nature and end 


CHAPTER XI. 
Sundry Proverbs. 
aN FALSE *balance is abomination to 
the Lorp: but a tjust weight is his 
delight. 

2 When pride cometh, then cometh 
shame: but with the lowly 7s wisdom. 

3 The ‘integrity of the upright shall 
guide them: but the perverseness of 
transgressors shall destroy them. 

4 Riches “ profit not in the day of wrath: 
but °righteousness delivereth from death. 

5 The righteousness of the perfect shall 
direct + his way: but the wicked shall fall 
by his own wickedness. 

6 The righteousness of the upright shall 
deliver them: but transgressors shall be 
taken in their own naughtiness. 

7 When a wicked man dieth, his expec- 
tation shall perish: and the hope of un- 
just men perisheth. 


8 The righteous is delivered out of, 


trouble, and the wicked cometh in his 
stead. 

9 A hypocrite with his mouth destroy- 
eth his neighbor: but through knowledge 
shall the just be delivered. 

10 When it fgoeth well with the right- 
eous, the city rejoiceth: and when the 
wicked perish, there is shouting. 

11 By the blessing of the upright the 
city is exalted: but it is overthrown by 
the mouth of the wicked. 

12 He that is § void of wisdom despiseth 
his neighbor: but a man of understanding 
holdeth his peace. 

13 All talebearer revealeth secrets: but 
¢ Heb. perfect 





* Heb. Balances of deceit, a Deut. 25: 13-16. 
stone. b Dan. 4:30,31. ¢ chap. 13:6, 4 Ezek. 7:19; Zeph. 
1:18. eGen.7:1. 4 Heb. rectify. f Esther 8:15. 8 chap. 
14:34. Q Heb. destitute of heart. || Heb. He that walketh, being 
atalebearer. * Heb. be sore broken. f Heb. those that strike 


PROVERBS XI. 


of good and evil. 


he that is of a faithful spirit con- 4: ov. 
cealeth the matter. 

14 Where no counsel és, the people fall: 
but in the multitude of counsellors there 
is safety. 

15 He that is surety for a stranger shall 
smart* for it: and he that hateth | surety- 
ship is sure. 

16 A™ gracious woman retaineth honor: 
and strong men retain riches. 

17 The imerciful man doeth good to his 
own soul: but he that is cruel troubleth 
his own flesh. 


18 The wicked worketh a deceitful work: - 


butto 4 him that soweth righteousness shall 
be a sure reward. 

19 As righteousness tendeth to life; so 
he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his 
own death. 

20 They that are of a froward heart are 
abomination to the Lorn: but ‘such as are 
upright in their way are his delight. 

21 Though hand join in hand, the wick- 
ed shall not be unpunished: but the seed 
of the righteous shall be delivered. 

92 As a jewel of gold in a swine’s snout, 
so is a fair woman which tis without dis- 
cretion. 

93 The desire of the righteous 2s only 
cood: but the ™expectation of the wicked 
is wrath. 

24 There “is that scattereth, and yet 
inereaseth ; and there is that withholdeth 
more than is meet, but zt tendeth to poverty. 

25 The $ liberal °soul shall be made fat: 
and he that watereth shall be watered also 
himself. 
hands; chap. 6:1. _b chap. 31: 30. “7 Mat. 5:7; 25:34, ete. 
j Hosea 10:12; Gal. 6:8, 9; James 3:18. k Psa. 11:7. Isa. 


27:4. $ Heb. departeth from. ™ Rom, 2:8, 9; Heb. 10:27. 
n2Cor. 9:6. % Or, soul of blessing. © Isa. 32:8. 














7. A permanent good name can be gained only 
by righteousness. 

8. He who is more ready to talk than to take 
advice is near destruction. 

9. All crooked practices will in the end be de- 
tected and punished. 

12. Love is the great principle of harmony; it 
disposes men to cover the faults of their neighbors, 
and deal leniently with them. 

13. He who will not be corrected by God’s word 
must feel his rod. 

17. The unteachable are in the road to certain 
ruin. 

19. Wisdom is shown not less in what we forbear 
to utter, than in what we say. 

22, True prosperity flows from God’s presence 
and blessing. Without this all apparent success 
will but multiply our troubles. 

24. Under the righteous government of God, the 
highest hopes of the righteous and the worst fears 
of the wicked shall be more than realized. 


CHAPTER XI. 


4. In the day of wrath ; of God’s wrath. 

5. Shall direct his way ; shall make his way 
lain, so that he shall have no occasion of stum- 
ling. 
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8. Cometh in his stead; cometh into trouble 
in his place. Luke 16: 29. | 

12. Despiseth his neighbor ; not only feels 
contempt in his heart, but expresses it in his words 
and actions. 

16. A gracious woman ; literally, a woman of 
orace, that is, a winning and attractive woman. 
er attractiveness includes mental as well as bod- 
ily accomplishments. She is a woman of discre- 
tion, for “a fair woman without discretion’ does 
not retain honor; verse 22. Retaineth; gains 
and keeps. And strong men retain riches < 
there is here a tacit comparison: As strong men 
gain riches, so a gracious woman gains honor. 

18. A deceitful work ; a work which deceives 
and disappoints his hopes. 

21. Though hand join in hand ; though every 
eombination and effort to escape punishment be 
resorted to. 

22, Ina swine’s snout ; that is, very much out 
of place. 

93. Only good; inits issue. His hopes of good 
are all realized. Js wrath; ends in wrath. In- 
stead of the good for which he hoped, he receives 
wrath from God. 

24, Scattereth; distributes his wealth in deeds 
of kindness. 














Virtues and vices 


” A. M. 9004. 


£100, 26 He that withholdeth corn, the 
people shall curse him: but *blessing 
shall be upon the head of him that sell- 
eth zt. 

27 He that diligently seeketh good pro- 
cureth favor: but he that seeketh mis- 
chief, it shall come unto him. 


28 He that trusteth in his riches shall | 


fall: but the righteous shall flourish as a 
_ branch. 

29 He that troubleth his own house shall 
inherit the wind: and the fool shall be ser- 
vant to the wise of heart. 

30 The fruit of the righteous zs a tree 
of life; and he that *winneth ‘souls is 
wise. 

31 Behold, the righteous shall be recom- 
pensed in the earth: much ‘more the 
wicked and the sinner. 


CHAPTER XII. 
Sundry Proverbs. 
HOSO loveth instruction loveth 
knowledge: but he that hateth re- 
proof zs brutish. 

2 A good man obtaineth favor of the 
Lorp: but a man of wicked devices will 
he condemn. 

3 A *man shall not be established by 
wickedness: but the root of the righteous 
shall not be moved. 

a Job 29:13. b Mark 10:24; 1Tim. 6:9. * Heb. taketh. ec Mat. 


4:19; James 6:20. d Jer, 26:29; 1 Pet. 4:17,18. e¢ Eccl. 8:8. 
f 1 Sam, 25:33; 1 Cor. 11:7. g Mat. 7:24-27. + Heb. perverse 





PROVERBS XII. 


in contrast. 


4 A virtuous woman ts a crown to her 
husband: but she that maketh ashamed is 
as rottenness in his bones. 

5 The thoughts of the righteous are 
right: but the counsels of the wicked are 
deceit. 

6 The words of the wicked are to lie in 
wait for blood: but the mouth of the up- 
right shall deliver them. 

7 The £ wicked are overthrown, and are 
not: but the house of the righteous shall 
stand. 

8 A man shall be commended according 
to his wisdom: but he that is tof a per- 
verse heart shall be despised. 

9 He that is despised, and hath a ser- 
vant, 7s better than he that honoreth him- 
self, and lacketh bread. 

10 A righteous man regardeth the life of 
his beast: but the +tender mercies of the 
wicked are cruel. 

11 He that "tilleth his land shall be 
satisfied with bread: but ‘he that follow- 
eth vain persons is void of understand- 
ing. 

12 The wicked desireth the § net of jevil 
men: but the root of the righteous yield- 
eth fruit. 

13 The! wicked is snared by the trans- 
gression of hts lips: but the ‘just shall 
come out of trouble. 
of heart. $ Or, bowels, h Psa. 128:2. iJonah2:8 Or, for- 


tress, j Hab. 1:15, 16. || Heb. The snare of the wicked is in the 
transgression of lips. k2 Pet. 2:9. 








26. Withholdeth corn ; hoards it up in time of 
famine, in order to sell it at a high price. 

27. Segketh good; occupies himself in doing 
good. Procureth ball from God and man. 

29. Trowbleth his own house; involves his 
family in misery by his misconduct. The wind ; 
emptiness and disappointment. 

30. Fruit of the righteous ; the results which 
he ‘produces. 

31. Recompensed ; chastised for his sins. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Dishonest practices in trade are so prevalent, 
that multitudes have but a feeble ieeaieone of 
their great wickedness. But God regards them all 
with abhorrence; and unless repented of and for- 
saken, they will bring upon men his righteous indig- 
nation in this world, and will exclude them from 
heaven. 

2. A haughty spirit is the sure precursor of an 
ignominious fall; but humility is the highway to 
permanent honor. 

3. Integrity is a sure guide; it leads men by a 
safe path, and brings them out into a safe place. 

9. All slanderers are hypocrites; under the pre- 
tence of rebuking their neighbors’ faults, they are 
gratifying their own envy and malice. 

-11. Righteous men are the best defence of a city, 
und wicked men its most imminent peril. 

12. True self-knowledge makes us forbearing in 
speaking of the faults of others. The man who 
busies himself in publishing his neighbors’ failings, 
thereby proclaims his own folly. 

14. When God would destroy a nation, he takes 
away its wise counsellors, and gives it up to the 
control of wicked and weak men. 








17. The principal harvest of mercy and cruelty 
is reaped by those who exercise them. 

22. Beauty without discretion is a calamity in- 
stead of a blessing. 

24. True Christian liberality is the road to pros- 
perity. It secures God’s blessing upon our gain, 
and makes it profitable to ourselves and to others. 

26. The worst extortioner is he who takes advan- 
tage of a public calamity to fill his own coffers at 
the expense of the poor. 

31. The severity with which God punishes his 
offending children, is a solemn warning to the wick- 
ed of the awful destruction which awaits them. 


CHAPTER XII. 

4. A virtuous woman; a woman of worth, one 
who possesses both moral goodness and mental 
vigor. She that maketh ashamedy by her base- 
ness and worthlessness. As rottenness in his 
bones ; very painful and offensive. , 

6. Deliver them ; from the wicked, who lie in 
wait for them. 

9. Despised, and hath a servant ; occupying an 
humble station, yet living in a state of independence 
and comfort. 

10. Regardeth the life ; treats it kindly, and 
supplies it with needful food and rest. Are cruel ; 
consist of cruelty; that is, in his heart cruelty takes 
the place of tender mercies. 

11. Vain persons ; as Abimelech, Judges 9:4, 
Absalom, 2 Sam. 15:1, and others, who promise 
their followers plenty without toil. 

12. The net of evil men; the net which evil 
men use, for the sake of the prey which it takes. 

13. Shall come out of trouble; his upright 
words shall deliver him. ; 
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Virtues and 


14 A man shall be satisfied with good 
by the fruit of his mouth: and the *rec- 
ompense of a man’s hands shall be ren- 
dered unto him. 

15 The way of a fool zs right in his own 
eyes: but he that >hearkeneth unto coun- 
sel 1s wise. 

16 A fool’s wrath is *presently known: 
but a prudent man covereth shame. 

17 He that speaketh truth showeth forth 
righteousness: but a false witness de- 
ceit. 

18 There is that speaketh like the pierc- 
ings of a “sword: but the tongue of the 
wise 7s health. 

19 The lip of truth shall be established 
for ever: but a lying tongue zs but for a 
moment. 

20 Deceit zs in the heart of them that 
imagine evil: but to the counsellors of 
peace ts joy. 

21 There “shall no evil happen to the 
just: but the wicked shall be filled with 
mischief. 

22 Lying ®lips are abomination to the 
Lorp: but they that deal truly are his 
delight. 

23 A fprudent man concealeth know- 
ledge: but the heart of fools proclaimeth 
foolishness.® 

24 The hand of the diligent shall bear 


PROVERBS XIII. 


vices contrasted. 


rule: but the ?t slothful shall be 
under tribute. 

25 Heaviness inthe heart of man maketh 
it stoop: buta®good word maketh it glad. 

26 The righteous zs more #excellent 
than his neighbor: but the way of the 
wicked ‘seduceth them. © 

27 The slothful man roasteth not that 
which he took in hunting: but the sub- 
stance of a diligent man is precious. 

28 In the way of righteousness 7s life ; 
and in the pathway thereof there ts no 
death. 


A. M. 3004. 
B. C. 1000. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


Sundry Proverbs. 


WISE son heareth his father’s in- 
struction: but a scorner heareth not 
rebuke. 

2 A man shall eat good by the fruit of 
his mouth: but ¥the soul of the trans- 
gressors shall eat violence. 

3 He that !keepeth his mouth keepeth 
his life: but he that openeth wide his lips 
shall have destruction. 

4 The ™soul of the sluggard desireth, 
and hath nothing: but the soul of the dil- 
igent shall be made fat. 

5 A righteous man ™hateth lying: buta 
wicked man is loathsome, and cometh to 
shame. 








a Isa. 3:10, 11. b chap. 3:7. * Heb. in that day. ¢ Psa. 
57:4. 41 Pet.3:13, © chap. 6:16, 17; Rev.22:15. f chap. 
15:2; Eccl. 10:12-14. g Eccl. 10:3. f Or, deceitful, b chap. 


14. Fruit of his mouth; the result of his wise 
and prudent discourse. 

16. Presently ; immediately. He vents his in- 
dignation upon the spot in passionate words and 
deeds. Covereth shame; passes by shameful 
treatment in silence. 

17. He that speaketh truth ; the man of truthful 
character. Showeth forth righteousness ; makes 
truthful statements, such as are in accordance with 
righteousness. The proverb shows the agreement 
between men’s character and their testimony. 

18. Health ; heals instead of wounds. 

20. Imagine evil; devise mischievous plans. 
It is implied that their mischievous plans bring 
them into trouble. 

23. Concealeth knowledge ; does not vaunting- 
ly display himself, or publish all he knows. Pro- 
claimeth foolishness ; they have nothing in their 
heart to exhibit but folly, and they proclaim it 
everywhere, as if it were true wisdom. 

27. That which he took in hunting ; that is, 
he takes nothing in hunting to roast. - 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. True wisdom disposes men to seek instruc- 
tion; and the want of wisdom leads them to hate 
reproof. 

8. Wisdom and folly will in the end find each 
its ai level. 

9. None are more foolish and miserable than they 
who sacrifice comfort and independence to vain 
ostentation. The affectation of wealth and rank 
makes men hypocritical and dishonest, and its end 
is ignominy and contempt. 

10. Kindness to animals is a characteristic of 
good men, as cruelty is of the wicked. 
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k Psa. 
n Psa, 


15:23. $ Or, abundant. 
13-83 JCY., 20520; ol- 
119: 163. 


i ver. 13. j Isa. 28:14, 15. 
1 James 3:2, etc. m chap. 10:4. 





11. The divine ordinance is, that he who would 
have bread must earn it by the sweat of his brow; 
and it cannot be set aside by any ingenuity of man, 

15. They who most need counsel are often least 
ready to receive it. 

16. When a wise man receives an injury, he 
pauses and considers the matter well before he 
speaks. 

18. No wounds are more painful than those 
which the calumniator inflicts upon his neighbor’s 
good name. He is an object of just abhorrence to 
God and man; but blessed is the tongue that is 
employed in healing strife. 

19. Falsehood and duplicity promise ready suc- 
cess; but in the end they overthrow all who em- 
ploy them. 

23. They who have the least wisdom are often 
the most forward to express their opinion. 

24. It is an ordinance of heaven which none can 
reverse, that the idle shall be subject to the indus- 
trious. 

25. The best medicine for soul and body is in- 
ward composure and cheerfulness; and this it is 
the Christian’s duty and privilege to maintain ; for 
in the midst of all his troubles and sorrows his 
heavenly Father has always “a good word” for 


him. 
CHAPTER XIII. 


1. Scorner; a child who is “wise in his own 
eyes,” and therefore despises his father’s admoni- 
tions and counsels. 

2. The fruit of his mouth; his wise words. 
Eat violence ; be violently destroyed. 

3. Openeth wide his lips; utters all his thoughts 
inconsiderately. 





x ais 





‘honest labor, and see 


Excellency of 


A. M. 3004, 
B. C. 1000. 


PROVERBS XIII. 
6 Righteousness keepeth himthat knowledge: but a fool !llayeth open his 


- righteousness. 


as upright in the way: but wickedness folly. ; 


overthroweth *the sinner. 


| 


17 A wicked messenger falleth into mis- 


7 There is that maketh himself rich, yet chief: but *a faithful ambassador ¢s health. 


hath” nothing: there is that maketh him- 
self poor, yet hath great riches. 

8 The ransom of a man’s life are his 
riches: but the poor heareth not rebuke. 

9 The light of the righteous rejoiceth: 
but ‘the tlamp of the wicked shall be put 
out. 

10 Only by pride cometh contention: 
but with the well advised 7s wisdom. 
11 Wealth °gotten by vanity shall be 
diminished: but he that gathereth +by 
labor‘ shall increase. 

12 Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: 
but when the desire cometh, zt is a tree of 
life. 

13 Whoso ¢despiseth the word shall be 
destroyed: but he that *feareth the com- 
mandment shall be § rewarded. 

14 The ‘law of the wise zs a fountain 
of life, to depart from the! snares of death. 

15 Good understanding giveth favor: 
but the way of transgressors is hard. 

16 Every prudent man dealeth with 


18 Poverty and shame shall be to him 
that refuseth instruction: but he that 
regardeth* reproof shall be honored. 

19 The desire !accomplished is sweet to 
the soul: but zt 2s abomination to fools to 
depart from evil. 

20 He that walketh with wise men shall 
be wise: but a™companion of fools shall 
be t destroyed. 

21 Evil "pursueth sinners: but to the 
righteous good shall be repaid. 

22 A good man leaveth an inheritance to 
his children’s children: and the °wealth 
of the sinner 7s laid up for the just. 

23 Much food is zn the tillage of the 
poor: but there is that is destroyed for 
want of judgment. 

24 He Pthat spareth his rod hateth his’ 
son: but he that loveth him chasteneth 
him betimes. 

25 The righteous eateth to the satisfy- 
ing of his soul: but the belly of the wick- 
ed shall 4 want. 





e Eccl, 11:1,2, @ Job 
t Heb. with the hand. 
h Psa, 115: 13, 
|| Heb. spread- 


achap. 11:5,6. * Heb.sin, b ver. 11. 
18:5,6. f{ Or.candle. e chap. 20:21. 
f Psa. 128:2. g 2 Chron. 36:16; Luxe 16:31. 
% Or, in peace. ichap, 14:27. j 2Sam. 22:6, 7. 





6. Keepeth him that is upright ; is his guar- 
dian and guide. 

7. Maketh himself rich —maketh himself 
poor ; some understand these words of the affecta- 
tion of wealth, or poverty; but they rather contrast 
with the vain show of wealth its opposite virtue, an 
humble and unostentatious spirit. 

& Are his riches ; he is often compelled to buy 
his life by giving up his riches to his oppressors. 
Heareth not rebuke; his poverty exempts him 
from the threats and spoliations to which the rich 
are subjected. This proverb is peculiarly applica- 
ble to the despotic governments of the East. 

10. Wisdom ; to avoid contention. 

11. Vanity ; dishonest practices of every kind. 
Labor ; honest industry. 

13. The word ; of divine admonition. 

14. Law; instructions and counsels. 
part ; teaching men to depart. 

15, Hard ; bringing upon them misery and ruin. 

17. A wicked messenger; one unfaithful to 
him who sends him. Health ; gives prosperity 
and joy. 

19. Desire; the holy desire of the good. Jt 7s 
abomination to fools to depart from evil; evil 
is all their delight. They have no holy desires 
whose accomplishment can make them blessed. 

21. Pursueth; as an avenger. 

22. To his children’s children; which shall 
descend to them by God’s blessing. Js laid up 
for the just ; God will take it from them and give 
it to the just. 

23. Tillage of the poor—want of judgment ; 
the poor man that tills the soil with patient indus- 
try, shall have plenty of food; but he who despises 
to live by unrighteous means, 
shall come to poverty and ruin. 


; INSTRUCTIONS. 
3. Our comfort and prosperity in this world, and 


To de- 





eth, * Heb. an ambassador of faithfulness, k chap.15:5, ver. 
19:5 m1 Cor:.16:::33. eb, broken. n Psa. 32:10; 140: 11. 
o- Eccl. 3:26, p chap. 19:18; 22:15; 23:13; 29:16, 17. 4 2 


Thess. 1: 10. 





our eternal welfare after death, are greatly de- 
pendent upon the use we make of the gift of 
speech. 

4, Allriches, spiritual and temporal, are the price 
of industry: they who will not toil for them must 
remain poor. 

}. False and deceitful men generally come to 
shame in the present life, and their reward here- 
after must be “shame and everlasting contempt.” 

6. Righteousness is a sure guide. She leads the 
soul to God and blessedness. But sin flatters men 
only to reward them with disappointment and ruin. 

10. Pride is the root of all contentions. 

11. Valuable possessions are gained by labor. 
They who seek wealth, place, or influence by cun- 
ning and dishonesty, will in the end be disappoint- 
ed. 

12, It is good to set our heart on God’s promises. 
and not on this world; for he will fulfil the highest 
desires of those who put their trust in him. 

17. He who has proved himself worthy of being 
trusted will be trusted again, and thus he will rise 
to honor and influence; but they who betray the 
confidence reposed in them must come to speedy 
ruin. 

18. When we see an ignorant, self-conceited 
youth making light of God’s word, and the counsels 
of his parents, we may know that, except he repent, 
he willicone to a miserable and ignominious end. 

20. A great part of wisdom lies in the choice of 
our companions; for what they are, they will make 
us also. 

22. The best provision that a man can make for 
his family is to fear the Lord always, and to train 
them up in his fear. An estate gotten by wicked- 
ness has the curse of God upon it, and cannot be 
expected to benefit those who inherit it. 

BA. Neglect of timely chastisement is cruelty to 
a child, for the want of early discipline ends in 

rofligacy and misery. 
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True wisdom and 


CHAPTER XIV. 
Sundry Proverbs. 
VERY wise woman *buildeth her 
house: but the foolish plucketh it 
down with her hands. 

2 He that walketh in his > uprightness 
feareth the Lorn: but he that is perverse 
in his ways °despiseth him. 

3 In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of 
pride: but the lips of the wise shall pre- 
serve them. 

4 Where no oxen are, the crib 7s clean: 
but much increase zs by the strength of 
the ox. 

5 A faithful witness will not he: but a 
false witness will utter lies. 

6 A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth 
it not: but 4knowledge zs easy unto him 
that understandeth. 

7 Go from the presence of a foolish man, 
when thou perceivest not in him the lips 
of knowledge. 

8 The wisdom of the prudent zs to un- 
derstand his way: but the folly of fools 
is deceit. 

9 Fools °make a mock at sin: but among 
the righteous there is favor. 

10 The heart knoweth *his own bitter- 
ness; and a stranger doth not intermed- 
dle with his joy. 

11 The Shouse of the wicked shall be 
overthrown: but the tabernacle of the up- 
right shall flourish. 

12 There is a way which seemeth right 
unto a man; but the end thereof-are the 
ways of death. 

13 Even in "laughter the heart is sor- 
rowful; and the end of that mirth zs heav- 
iness. 


PROVERBS X1V. 


folly contrasted. 


A. M. 3004, 


14 The‘backslider in heart shall 4% %* 
be filled with his own ways: and a good 
man shall be satisfied from himself. 

15 The simple believeth every word: but 
the prudent man looketh well to ‘his going. 

16 A * wise man feareth, and departeth 
from evil: but the fool rageth, and is 
confident. 

17 He that is soon'angry dealeth foolish- 
ly: andaman of wicked devices is hated. 

18 The simple inherit folly: but the 
prudent are crowned with knowledge. 

19 The ™evil bow before the good; and 
the wicked at the gates of the righteous. 

20 The "poor is hated even of his own 
neighbor: but fthe rich hath many friends. 

21 He that despiseth his neighbor sin- 
neth: but °he that hath mercy on the 
poor, happy zs he. 

22 Do they not err that devise evil? but 
mercy and truth shall be to them that de- 
vise good. 

23 In all labor there is profit: but the 
talk of the lips tendeth only to penury. 

24 The crown of the wise 1s their riches: 
but the foolishness of fools zs folly. 

25 A true witness delivereth souls: but 
a deceitful witness speaketh lies. 

26 In the Pfear of the Lorp is strong 
confidence: and his children shall have 
a place of refuge. 

27 The fear of the Lorp is a 4fountain 
of life, to depart from the snares of death. 

28 In the multitude of people cs the 
king’s honor: but in the want of people 
is the destruction of the prince. 

29 He "that is slow to wrath is of great 
understanding: but he that is thasty of 
spirit exalteth folly. 





a chap. 24:3; Ruth 4:11, b Psa. 25:21. 
8:9. e chap.10:23. * Heb. the bitterness of his soul. 
8:15; Mat. 7:26, 27. g Rom.6:21. hb Eccl.2:2, i chap. 1:31; 
Jer.2:19, j chap. 4:26. k chap. 16:6. I1James1:19, m Psa, 


¢ Rom,2:4, 4 chap. 
f Job 


49:14; Mal. 4:3. nm chap. 19:7. f+ Heb. many are the lovers of 
the rich. o Psa, 41:1-3; Mat. 25:34, etc.; Heb. 6:12, p Eccl, 
7:18 q Isa. 33:6. Yr chap. 16:32. $ Heb. short of spirit. 





CHAPTER XIV. 


1. Butldeth her house; figuratively; she ad- 
vances the welfare of her household by her good 
management. 

2. Keareth the Lord—despiseth him ; upright- 
ness and perverseness are here referred each to its 
true cause; the former to the fear of the Lord, the 
latter to contempt of his authority. 

3. A rod of pride; a rod to chastise his own 
pride. Others explain it thus: an insolent scourge 
with which he smites his fellow-men. 

4. Clean ; empty of fodder. An empty crib im- 
plies an empty barn. Much increase ts by the 
strength of the ox; he requires a full crib for his 
nourishment, but he gives back to his owner more 
than he receives. 

6. Findeth it not ; because he neither under- 
stands what it is, nor how to gain it. 

8. The folly of fools is deceit ; instead of oc- 
cupying themselves with understanding their way, 
which is true wisdom, they are engrossed with 
plans of deceit, and this is their folly. 

9. Make a mock at sin; b as they incur 
God’s wrath. Favor; God’s | Hen 
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10. His own bitterness—his joy ; our joys and 
sorrows are our own in an emphatic sense—matters 
of our own experience. 

13. Laughter; the noisy mirth of the light- 
minded and vicious. 

16. Feareth; God. Rageth, and is confi- 
dent ; he is under the control of passion and self- 
conceit, and resents reproof. Hence he rushes on 
headlong to ruin. 

19. Bow before the good; this proverb ex- 
presses the final issue of righteousness and wicked- 
ness, which is often foreshadowed in this life by 
God’s providential dealings with men, as well as 
by the involuntary homage which conscience com- 


‘pels the wicked to pay to virtue. 


21. Despiseth his neighbor ; treats with neg 
lect and contempt his poor neighbor who needs his 
services. , 

24. Their riches; their ornament and honor ; 
because they make a wise use of them. Is folly ; 
remains folly under all circumstances. Riches and 
honor are thrown away upon them. 

25. Speaketh lies ; by which he destroys souls. 

29 Exalteth folly ; makes his folly conspic- 


uous. 
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Maxims of wisdom, 


A. M. sos. 30 A sound heart zs the life of 
the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the 
bones. 

31 He that oppresseth the poor reproach- 
eth his *Maker: but he that honoreth 
him hath mercy on the poor. 

32 The wicked is driven away in his 
wickedness: but the righteous hath hope 
in his >death. 

33 Wisdom resteth in the heart of 
him that hath understanding: but that 
which is in the midst of fools is made 
known.° 

34 Righteousness exalteth a nation: but 
sin 7s a reproach to *any people. 

35 The king’s favor is toward a wise 
servant:’ but his wrath is against him 
that causeth shame. 


CHAPTER XV. 
Sundry Proverbs. 


©SOFT answer turneth away wrath: 
but grievous words stir up anger. 

2 The tongue of the wise useth know- 
ledge aright: but the mouth of fools tpour- 
eth out foolishness. 

3 The feyes of the Lorp are in every 
place, beholding the evil and the good. 

4 At wholesome £ tongue 7s a tree of life: 
but perverseness therein zs a breach in 
the spirit. 

5 A fool despiseth his father’s instruc- 


PROVERBS XV. 


morality, and piety. 


tion: but he that "regardeth reproof is 
prudent. 

6 In the house of the righteous 7s much 
treasure: but in the revenues of the 
wicked is trouble. 

7 The lips of the wise disperse know- 
ledge: but the heart of the foolish doeth 
not so. 

8 The ‘sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination to the Lorp: but the prayer 
of the upright zs his delight. 

9 The way of the wicked zs an abomi- 
nation unto the Lorp: but he /loveth 
him that followeth after righteousness. 

10 Correction’ is grievous unto him 
that forsaketh the way: and he that * hat- 
eth reproof shall die. 

11 Hell 'and destruction are before the 
Lorp: how much more then the ™hearts 
of the children of men? 

12 A "scorner loveth not one that re- 
proveth him: neither will he °go unto 
the wise. 

13 A merry heart maketh a cheerful 
countenance: but by P sorrow of the heart 
the spirit is broken. 

14 The heart of him that hath under- 
standing seeketh knowledge: but the 
mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness. 

15 All the days of the afflicted are evil: 
but he that is ef a merry heart hath a con- 
tinual feast. 





a chap. 22:2. »b Psa.23:4. c¢ chap. 29:11. * Heb. nations. 
d Mat. 24:45. e Judg. 8:1-3; 1 Sam. 25:24, etc. ft Heb. 
belcheth, or bubbleth. f Job 34:21; Jer. 32:19; Heb. 4:13, 
t Heb. The healing of the tongue. g 1 Tim 6:3. b chap. 





30. A sound heart ; a contented and tranquil 
heart, free from the disquietudes of envy. 

31. Reproacheth his Maker ; God, who made 
the poor man and ordered his condition. 

32. Hath hope tn his death ; hope respecting 
the life to come, resting on the continuance of God’s 
favor. These words show that believers under the 
Old Testament had a true hope of future blessedness. 

33. That which is in the midst of fools ; their 
boasted wisdom, which is only folly. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The capacity to manage well the affairs of her 
household the holy Scriptures uniformly represent as 
one of the chief ornaments of woman, and a principal 
part of her wisdom. No outward accomplishments 
can save a wasteful and improvident woman from the 
charge of folly; she cannot be wise who does not un- 
derstand the duties that’peculiarly belong to her. 

2. The fear of God is the only sure foundation of 
an upright character. . 

4. In religion, as well as in secular affairs, all 
outlays are wise that bring “much increase” to 
those who make them. 

6. An humble and teachable spirit is an indis- 
pensable qualification for gaining true knowledge. 

7. They who would be wise must avoid the com- 
pany of the foolish. 

9. There is no surer mark of folly than a dispo- 
sition to make light of sin. They who turn wick- 
edness into a jest, will certainly practise it to their 
everlasting ruin. 

12. Self-conceit has a dreadfully blinding influ- 
ence; it has led thousands to mistake the way to 
hell for the road to heaven. 





13:18 i chap. 28:9; Isa.1:11; 61:8; Jer.6;20; Amos 5:22. 
j Isa. 26:7. % Or, Instruction. k& chap. 5:11, 12. 1 Jub 26:6; 
Psa. 1389:8. m 2Chron. 6:30; Psalm 7:9; John21:17; Acts 


1:24. = Amos 5:10; 2Tim. 4:3. © Job21:14. p chap. 12:25, 





13. The noisy mirth of the ungodly but poorly 
conceals a heart troubled with the consciousness of 
guilt, and the apprehension of wrath to come. 

15. In this world of imposture and error, no man 
can walk safely who does not try the opinions which 
he hears by God’s word, and receive or reject them 
accordingly. 

16. He who will not consider the dangers and 
temptations that surround him, must soon be de- 
stroyed by them. 

19. Since God is on the side of the righteous, 
they must in the end triumph over the wicked. 

20. The fa.se importance which men so univer- 
sally attach to wealth is a sad proof of theirdeprav- 
ity and folly. 

29. The passionate man proclaims his own folly. 

30. A cheerful and contented heart, free from pride 
and envy, is the best medicine for soul and body. 

34. Righteousness is the only foundation of per- 
manent national prosperity. No outward greatness 
can save a wicked people from ruin. 


CHAPTER XV. 


4. A breach in the spirit; it breaks the soul 
by inflicting upon it grievous wounds. 

8. The sacrifice of the wicked; the sacrifice 
which he offers to God, put here for all his relig- 
ious services. 

10. The way ; the way of uprightness. 

11. Hell and destruction ; the invisible world. 
Job 26 : 6. eae 

15. The afflicted ; the man who under the press- 
ure of outward trouble yields to despondency and 
gloom. Merry; cheerful and contented. 
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Maxims of wisdom, 


16 Better is *little with the fear of the 
Lorp, than great treasure and trouble 
- therewith. 

17 Better zs a dinner of herbs where love 
is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith. 

18 A wrathful man stirreth up strife: 
but he that is slow to anger appeaseth 
strife. 

19 The way of the ’slothful man is as 
a hedge of thorns: but the ° way of the 
righteous 7s *made plain. 

20 A wise son maketh a glad father: 
but a foolish man despiseth his mother. 

21 Folly zs joy to him that is t destitute 
of wisdom: but a man of understanding 
walketh? uprightly. 

22 Without counsel purposes are disap- 
pointed: but in the multitude of counsel- 
lors they are established. 

23 A man hath joy by the answer of 
his mouth: and a word spoken in + due 
season, how good ts it! 

24 The *way of life is above to the wise, 
that he may depart from hell beneath. 

25 The Lorp will destroy the house of 
the proud: but he will establish the bor- 
der of the widow. 

26 The ‘thoughts of the wicked are an 
abomination to the Lorn: but the & words 
of the pure are § pleasant words. 

27 He that is »greedy of gain troubleth 


PROVERBS XVI. 


morality, and piety. 


A. M. 3004, 
B. C. 1000. 


his own house; but he that hatet 
gifts shall live. 

28 The heart of the righteous studieth 
to‘answer: but the mouth of the wicked 
poureth out evil things. 

29 The Lorp is far from the wicked . but 
he heareth the prayer of the righteous. 

30 The light of the eyes rejoiceth the 
heart: and a good report maketh the bones 
fat. 

31 The jear that heareth the reproof of 
life * abideth among the wise. 

32 He that refuseth |! instruction despis- 
eth his own soul: but he that *heareth 
réproof f getteth understanding. 

33 The fear of the Lorpis the instruction 
of wisdom; and before honor és ‘humility. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


Sundry Proverbs. 
HE ‘preparations of ™the heart in man, 
and the "answer of the tongue, 2s from 
the Lorp. 

2 All the ways of a man are clean in his 
own eyes; but the Lorp weigheth the 
spirits. 

3 Commit’ thy works unto the Lorp, 
and thy thoughts shall be established. 

4 The Lorp hath made all things for 
himself: yea, even the ° wicked for the 
day of evil. 





al Tim. 6:6. » chap. 22:5,13.  ¢ Psa. 27:11; Isa. 35: 8. 
* Heb. raised up asa causeway. tf Heb. void of heart. 4d Eph. 
5:15. Heb. his season. e John 14:6. f chap 6:16, 18. g Psa. 


37:30. % Heb. words of pleasantness. h Isa. 5:8; Hab. 2:9, 10, 





16. Great treasure; the reference is to the 
treasures of the wicked. 

17. Stalled ox ; fatted in the stall. 

19. Asa hedge of thorns ; he meets with perpet- 
ual difficulty and trouble. Made plain ; itis a high- 
way on which he can walk without impediment. 

20. Despiseth his mother; and thus fills her 
heart with heaviness. 

24. Is above ; leads upward to God and blessed- 
ness. 

26. Pleasant ; acceptable to God and men. 

27. Gifts ; bribes given to pervert justice. 

30. The light of the eyes; either what is 
bright and pleasant to behold, or a friendly look. 
Chap. 16:15. A good report ; good tidings. 

33. Is the instruction of wisdom; it guides 
men into the possession of wisdom. Chap. 1:7. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Mild and conciliatory words often win those 
whom harsh and irritating language would only 
have driven farther from us. 

4, An ungoverned tongue is the source of misery 
and ruin to its possessor and to others. 

6. The blessing of God makes the possessions of 
the righteous man, be they great or small, a source 
of comfort and usefulness to him; but a wicked 
man’s troubles increase with his riches. 

7. “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh,” whether it be wisdom or folly. 

10. All presumptuous transgressors hate reproof, 
and for this reason they are in imminent danger of 
persisting in sin till it ends in their destruction. 

11. We may flatter and deceive our fellow-sin- 
ners, but with God hypocrisy and dissimulation can 
have no place. 
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i} Pet. 3:15. jver. 5. k John 15:3, 4. || Or, correction. 

obeyeth. + Heb. possesseth a heart ; chap, 17:16. 1 James 4: 10. 
Or, disposings. m chap, 20:24; Jer, 10:23. m Mat. 10:19, 20. 
Heb. Roll; Psa. 37:5, © Rom. 9:22. 
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12. Since scorners are unwilling to receive cor- 
rection from the wise, they must remain fools, and 
the companions of fools. 

13. Cheerfulness is both the privilege and duty 
of every Christian; it contributes alike to his own 
comfort and usefulness, and to the welfare of those 
around him. : 

15. Since affliction is the lot of all men, we should 
place our happiness rather in a contented and believ- 
ing spirit, than in the possession of outward good. 

18. He who would “live peaceably with all 
men,” must first learn to govern his own spirit. 

19. God has so ordered the course of things in 
this world, that the industrious alone can enjoy 
life; the slothful meet with difficulties and trou- 
bles on every side. 

22. The beginning of success is deliberation and 
wise counsels. 

23. In the timely and right use of speech lies an 
important part of our influence and usefulness. 

25. God’s almighty power is as terrible to the | 
proud oppressor and he house, as it is glorious to 
the poor and defenceless who put their trust in him. 

27. Unrighteous gain brings trouble and misery 
to its owner and his family. 


CHAPTER XVI. 

1. The preparations of the heart—the an- 
swer of the tongue; both the inward disposing 
of our thoughts and the outward expression of them. 

4. Yea, even the wicked for the day of evil; 
“God cannot be tempted of evil. neither tempteth 
he any man.” James 1:13. But he appoints the 
wicked, who are “drawn away of their own lust 
and enticed” to sin, to “the day of evil,” for his 
own glory and the welfare of his everlasting king- 





—_— 





Precepts of wisdom, 


A-M. s00. 5 Every one that is *proud in heart 


is an abomination to the Lorn: though 
hand join in hand, he shall not be *un- 
punished. 

6 By »mercy and truth iniquity is purg- 
ed: and by the ‘fear of the Lorp men de- 
part from evil. 

7 When ‘a man’s ways please the Lorn, 
he maketh even his enemies to be at 
peace with him. 

8 Better zs a little with righteousness, 
than great revenues without right. 

9 A ©man’s heart deviseth his way: but 
the Lorp directeth his steps. 

10 At divine sentence is in the lips of 
the king: his mouth transgresseth not in 
judgment. 

11 Af just weight and balance are the 
Lorp’s: all the + weights of the bag are 
his work. 

12 It is an abomination to kings to com- 
mit wickedness: for the §throne is estab- 
lished by righteousness. 

13 Righteous lips are the delight of kings; 
and they love him that speaketh right. 

14 The wrath of a king ts as messengers 
of death: but a wise man will pacify it. 

15 In the light of the king’s countenance 
is life; and his favor zs as a cloud of the 
latter rain. 

16 How much " better is zt to get wis- 
dom than gold! and to get understanding 
rather to be chosen than silver! 

17 The highway of the upright zs to de- 
part from evil: he that keepeth his way 
preserveth! his soul. 

18 Pride goeth / before destruction, and 
a haughty spirit before a fall. 


‘\ 


PROVERBS XVI. 


truth, and prety. 


19 Better it zis to be of an humble spirit 
with the lowly, than to divide the spoil 
with the proud. 

20 He that Shandleth a matter wisely 
shall find good: and whoso trusteth in 
the Lorp, happy ts he. 

21 The wise in heart shall be called 
prudent: and the sweetness of the lips 
increaseth learning. 

22 Understanding zs a wellspring of life 
unto him that hath it: but the instruction 
of fools zs folly. 

23 The heart of the wise | teacheth his 
mouth, and addeth learning to his lips. 

24 Pleasant words are as a* honey-comb, 
sweet to the soul, and health to the bones. 

25 There is a! way that seemeth right 
unto a man; but the end thereof are the 
ways of death. 

26 He* that laboreth laboreth for him- 
self; for his mouth teraveth it of him. 

27 An# ungodly man diggeth up evil: 
and in his lips there is as a burning fire. 

28 A froward man Ssoweth strife: and 
a whisperer separateth chief friends. 

29 A violent man enticeth his neighbor, 
and leadeth him into the way that cs not 
good. 

30 He shutteth his eyes to devise fro- 
ward things: moving his lips he bringeth 
evil to pass. 

31 The hoary head is a crown of glory, 
if it be found in the way of righteousness. 

32 He that is slow to anger ts better than 
the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit 
than he that taketh a city. 

33 The ™lot is cast into the lap; but the 
whole disposing thereof zs of the Lorn. 











a chap. 8:13. * Heb. held innocent. 
14:27. d Rom.8:3l. e chap. 19:21. + Heb, Divination; Gen. 
44:15. f Lev. 19:36. $ Heb. stones. g chap. 29:14. b chap, 
8:11,19 ichap.10:9. j Esther 6:6,etc.; Dan.4:31. @ Or, 


b Psa, 85:10. ¢ chap. 


understandeth a matter. || Heb. maketh wise. k Psa. 19:10. 
1 chap. 12:26. * Heb. The soulofhim that, 1 Heb. boweth unto. 
t Heb. A man of Belial. 4 Heb. sendeth forth, m Jonah 1:7. 





dom. Most interpreters prefer to render the first 
clause of this verse thus: The Lord has made 
every thing for its corresponding end; which gives 
substantiaily the same sense. 

6. Mercy and truth; exercised by penitent 
sinners. Purged; expiated. The meritorious 
ground of forgiveness is not here considered, but 
the character to which God gives pardon and sal- 
vation. Compare Mat. 25: 3446; Rom. 2: 10. 

7. To be at peace with him ; that is, as far as 
his best good and that of the church of God re- 
quire. 1 Pet. 3:13. God sometimes allows his ser- 
vants to be persecuted for righteousness’ sake. 

10. A divine sentence; God has appointed 
him to administer justice in his behalf. Trans- 
gresseth not; or, Should not transgress. Here 
and in the thirteenth verse the king is described 
according to the true nature of his office. When 
he acts in character, his mouth transgresseth not 
in judgment. 

ll. The Lord’s—his work; he has ordained 
them as the means of justice, and requires that 
they be true. The bag ; in which travelling mer- 
chants anciently carried their weights. 

15. As a cloud of the latter rain ; acceptable 
and refreshing. The descriptions in this and the 








preceding verse are peculiarly applicable to the 
governments of the Hast, where the power of the 
monarch is well-nigh unlimited. 

17. Highway of the upright ; in which they 
walk securely. 

21. Lips; the teacher's lips. Learning; the 
learning of those whom he instructs. 

22. The instruction of fools ts folly ; if they 
undertake to teach they can communicate nothing 
but folly. 

26. Craveth it of him; men’s bodily wants 
urge them on to hard toil. 

27. Diggeth up evil ; industriously toils at his 
mischievous plans. 

30. Shutteth his eyes—moving his lips; 
signs of secret mischief. 

33. Cast into the lap—the whole disposing 
thereof; man casts the lot, but God decides the 
issue of it. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. Self-flattery is the universal sin of fallen man. 
The best preservative against its power is, to re- 
member that God sees us as we are, and that he 
will decide our eternal destiny not according to our 
opinion of ourselves, but according to his own infal- 
ible judgment. 
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Sundry maxims 


CHAPTER XVII. 
Sundry Proverbs. 
ETTER is adry morsel, and quietness 
therewith, than a house full of *sac- 
rifices with strife. 

2 A wise servant shall have rule over a 
son that causeth shame, and shall have 
part of the inheritance among the brethren. 

3 The fining pot is for silver, and the 
furnace for gold: but *the Lorp trieth 
the hearts. 

4 A wicked doer giveth heed to false 
lips; and a liar giveth ear to a naughty 
tongue. 

5 Whoso >mocketh the poor reproacheth 
his Maker: and he that is glad at calam- 
ities shall not be t unpunished. 

6 Children’s 4children are the crown of 
old men; and the glory of children are 
their fathers. 

7 Excellent? speech becometh not a fool: 
much less do $lying lips a prince. 

8 A gift zs as a llprecious stone in the 
eyes of him that hath it: whithersoever 
it turneth, it prospereth. 

9 He that covereth a transgression *seek- 
eth love; but he that repeateth a matter 
separateth very friends. 

10 A ®reproof tentereth more into a wise 
man than a hundred stripes into a fool. 

11 An evil man seeketh only rébellion: 


PROVERBS XVII. 


| 
} 
| 


of true wisdom. 


A. M. 3004. 
B. C. 1000. 


therefore a cruel messenger shall 
be sent against him. 

12 Let a ‘bear robbed of her whelps 
meet a man, rather than a fool in his folly. 

13 Whoso £rewardeth evil for good, evil 
shall not depart from his house. 

14 The beginning of strife is as when 
one letteth out water: therefore "leave 
off contention, before it be meddled with. 

15 He that ‘justifieth the wicked, and he 
that condemneth the just, even they both 
are abomination to the Lorp. 

16 Wherefore zs there a price in the hand 
of a fool to get wisdom, seeing he hath no 
heart to it? 

17 A ifriend loveth at all times, and a 
brother is born for adversity. 

18 A man void of + understanding strik- 
eth hands, and becometh surety in the 
presence of his friend. 

19 He loveth transgression that loveth 
strife: and he that exalteth his gate seek- 
eth destruction. 

20 He that hath a froward heart find- 
eth no good: and he that hath a perverse 
tongue falleth into mischief. 

21 He that begetteth a fool doeth it to 
his sorrow: and the father of a fool hath 
no joy. 

22 Amerry heart doeth good || like a med- 
icine: buta broken 'spirit drieth the bones. 





* Or, good cheer, a Jer. 17:10. 
Obad. 11-16. Heb. held innocent. Psa, 1275. + “Heb. 
A lip of excellency. Heb. a lip of lying. || Heb. stone of 
grace * Or, procureth. e chap. 15:5, J Or, aweth more a 


b chap. 14:31, ¢ Job 31:29; 
b 


wise mun, than to strike a fool a hundred times. f Hosea 13:8 
g Psa. 65:12-15. hchap. 20:3. i Ex. 23:7; Isa. 5:23, 24. 
j chap. 18:24. + Heb. heart. k James 3:16. Q Heb. The fro 
ward of heart. || Or, to. 1 chap, 18:14. 





3. God gives permanent success to all who, in 
the diligent ise of the appointed means, humbly 
commit their labors to him. 

6. Though no good works can merit forgiveness 
of sin, God will bestow it only upon those who dili- 
gently practise them, for they are the certain fruits 
of repentance and faith. 

7. The good man’s enemies are entirely in God’s 
power. He has only to do his duty, and God will 
either turn their hatred into love, or overrule it for 
his good and that of his church. 

9. Our plans accomplish not what we intend, 
but what God sees to be best for us and his cause. 

11. Uprightness in our dealings with each other 
is a matter not of human convenience, but of divine 
requirement, and God will punish the want of it 
by exclusion from heaven. 

12. There is but one law for rulers and private 
persons—righteousness and prosperity, or wicked- 
ness and ruin. 

13. Upright rulers will surround themselves with 
men of truth. 

19. The conqueror who enriches himself by the 
spoils of nations is great in the eyes of sinners, but the 
meek and lowly Christian is great in the eyes of God. 

21. A pleasant and winning manner, not less 
than soundness of doctrine, is the duty of every 
teacher, for his success depends mainly upon it. 

No person is more abhorred and avoided than 
the slanderer and whisperer, whose course is mark- 
ed by the creation of strife and dissension among 
brethren. 

32. The mighty conqueror who has not learned 
to rule his own spirit, leads a miserable life, and 
will come to a miserable end. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


1. Sacrifices ; sumptuous fare from the flesh of 
slain beasts. 

2. Shall have part of the inheritance ; his 
master will give him a share with his own sons. 

7. Excellent speech; such speech as belongs 
to men in eminent stations. He is not fit for a high 
place, and cannot adapt his language to it. 

8. A gift; given to secure influence. Him 
that hath it; its receiver. Whithersoever it 
turneth, tt prospereth ; as a precious stone re- 
flects its lustre in every way, so a gift is successful 
in influencing men, whithersoever it is directed. 

9. Covereth a transgression —repeateth a 
matter ; he who covers a transgression which he 
has witnessed in another, seeks the peace and har- 
mony of the community, but he who repeats an ill 
report separates friends. 

11. Rebellion ; contumacy and sedition towards 
the magistrate. A cruel messenger ; a messen- 
ger sent by the ruling power to execute vengeance 
upon him. Chap. 16:14. The proverb finds its most 
awful fulfilment in the case of those who rebel 
against God’s righteous government. 

12. Fool in his folly; that is, a fool acting out 
his folly in a paroxysm of rage. 

16. A price; an opportunity afforded by God. 

17. Loveth at oe times ; in adversity, as well 
as prosperity; the character of a true friend. 

19. Ezalteth his gate; the gate to his man- 
sion: a lofty gate implies a sumptuous edifice, the 
product of ambition and vain-glory. ; 

22. A merry heart; a cheerful heart, full of 





peace and joy. 
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Maxims of truth, 
A. M. 3004, 


4: Mt so 23 A wicked man taketh a gift out 
of the bosom to pervert the ways of judg- 
ment. 

24 Wisdom is *before him that hath un- 
derstanding; but the eyes of a fool are in 
the ends of the earth. 

25 A foolish son is a grief to his father, 
and bitterness to her that bare him. 

26 Also to punish the just zs not good, 
nor to strike princes for equity. 

27 He that hath » knowledge spareth his 
words: and a man of understanding is of 
an* excellent spirit. 

28 Even a fool, when he holdeth his 
-peace, is counted wise: and he that shut- 
teth his lips zs esteemed a man of under- 
standing. 


CHAPT ETH ov iit: 
Sundry Proverbs. 
HROUGHT desire a man, having sep- 
arated himself, seeketh and intermed- 
dleth with all wisdom. 
2 A fool hath no delight in understand- 
ing, but that his heart may discover itself. 
3 When the wicked cometh, then com- 
eth also contempt, and with ignominy 
reproach. 
4 The words of a man’s mouth are as 
deep waters, and the © wellspring of wis- 
dom as a flowing brook. 


PROVERBS XVIII. 


wisdom, and piety. 


5 It is ‘not good to accept the person of 
the wicked, to overthrow the righteous in 
judgment. 

6 A fool’s lips enter into contention, and 
his mouth ealleth for strokes. 

7 A fool’s mouth zs ®his destruction, and 
his lips are the snare of his soul. 

8 The words of a #talebearer are Sas 
wounds, and they go down into the !!in- 
nermost parts of the belly 

9 He also that is slothful in his work is 
brother to him that is a great waster. 

10 The name of the Lorp is a strong 
tower:§ the righteous runneth into it, 
and is *safe. 

11 The rich man’s wealth zs his strong 
city, and as a high wall in his own con- 
ceit. 

12 Before destruction the heart of man 
is haughty ; and" before honoris humility. 

13 He that fanswereth aimatter before 
he heareth zt, it zs folly and shame unto 
him. 

14 The spirit of a man will sustain his 
infirmity; but a/ wounded spirit who can 
bear? 

15 The heart of the *prudent getteth 
knowledge ; and the ear of the wise seek- 
eth knowledge. 

16 A man’s gift maketh room for him, 
and bringeth him before great men. 





a Eccl. 2:14, bJames1:19, * Or,acool. + Or, He that sep- 
arateth himself, seeketh according to lis desire, and intermeddlelh 
in every business. c¢ chap. 10:11. 4d Lev. 19:15; Deut. 16:19. 
e Eccl. 10:12. + Or, whisperer. Or, like as when men are 





wounded. chap. 12:18. || Heb. chambers. g Psa. 18:2. 
* Heb. set aloft. h Luke 14:11. f Heb. returneth a word. 
i John7:51. J Psa. 147:3. k chap, 15:14. 








23. A wicked man; privily receives a bribe 
from the bosom of him whose cause is pending. 

24. Before him that hath understanding ; 
so that he readily discerns it. In the ends of the 
earth ; pursuing folly, so that he never sees true 
wisdom. Eccl. 2: 14. 

26. For equity ; because of their equity. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Domestic comfort depends not on outward 
abundance, but on inward harmony and love. 

2. Wisdom is better than high birth to give in- 
fluence and honor. 

4. Wicked and corrupt men choose the wicked 
and corrupt for their companions and accomplices. 

6. It is the ordinance of God that in well-trained 
families the parents and children shall be a mutual 
comfort and honor to each other. 

9. Peace and harmony can be maintained only 
by mutual kindness and forbearance; a talebearer 
may embroil a whole community in strife. 

10. Since fools can never learn from experience, 
their life must be one of perpetual disappointment 
and trouble, and their end destruction. 

12. Nothing is so unreasonable as folly. 

14. It is easier to maintain peace in a family or 
community, than to restore it. 

15. Rulers and judges act in God’s behalf, and 
for the perversion of justice he will call them to 
an account. 

16. Since men remain ignorant of God and his 
salvation, not from the want of opportunities to 
learn, but because they have no heart for it, the 
justice of God in their destruction will be made 
manifest to all at the last great day. 

22. “ A merry heart” is alike honorable to God, 





in whose righteous government we have always 
abundant reason to rejoice, and profitable to our- 
selves; it strengthens the body, and invigorates the 
powers of the soul. By indulging ourselves in de- 
spondency and discontent we reproach our Maker, 
impair our physical health, and wither up the no- 
blest faculties of the soul. 

27. A great part of wisdom lies in forbearing to 
speak except when we have something important to 
say. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


1. Having separated himself; from society, 
that he may give himself to study. But many ren- 
der the verse thus: He who separateth himself 
from his fellow-men, seeketh after his own desire ; 
he opposeth himself to all wisdom. 

3. Cometh ; into power and influence. Coz- 
tempt, and with ignominy reproach ; contempt 
and reproach heaped by him upon his fellow-men. 

4. man’s mouth; that is, a wise man’s 
mouth. Wellspring of wisdom; which gushes 
forth from his heart, and is inexhaustible. : 

5. To overthrow; in order to, overthrow. 

6. Calleth for strokes ; provokes men to inflict 
stripes upon him. 

8. Into the innermost parts of the belly; in- 
flicting mortal wounds. 

13. Answereth a matter; gives his opinion on 
a matter. 

14. The spirit of a man—a wounded spirit ; 
the meaning is, that a courageous spirit will enable 
a man to bear up under the pressure of grief and 

ain; but a broken and desponding spirit, that has 
ost the power of endurance, is an intolerable evil. 
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Practical lessons in 


17 He that is first in his own cause seem- 
eth just; but his neighbor cometh and 
searcheth him. 

18 The lot causeth contentions to cease, 
and parteth between the mighty. 

19 A *brother offended is harder to be 
won than a strong city: and their conten- 
tions are like the bars of a castle. 

20 A man’s belly shall be satisfied with 
the fruit of his mouth; and with the in- 
crease of his lips shall he be filled. 

21 Death and life are in the power of the 
tongue :> and they that love it shall eat 
the ¢ fruit thereof. 

22 Whoso 4 findeth a wife findeth a good 
thing, and obtaineth favor of the Lorp. 

23 The poor useth entreaties; but the 
rich answereth roughly. 

24 A man that hath friends must show 
himself friendly; and there is a friend 
that sticketh closer than a brother. 


CHAce TER tk. 
Sundry Proverbs. 
ETTER 7s the ® poor that walketh in 
his integrity, than he that is perverse 
in his lips, and is a fool. 

2 Also, that the soul be without know- 
ledge, it 2s not good; and he that hasteth 
with his feet sinneth. 

3 The foolishness of man perverteth his 
way: and his heart fretteth against the 
Lorp. 

4 Wealth maketh many friends; but the 
poor is separated from his neighbor. 


PROVERBS XIX. 


wisdom and piety. 


5 A false witness shall not be 4% 300s 
unpunished ;* and he that speaketh lies 
shall not escape. 

6 Many will entreat the favor of the 
prince: and every man 7s a friend to thim 
that giveth gifts. 

7 All the brethren of the poor do hate 
him: how much more do his friends go 
far from him? he pursueth them with 
words, yet they are wanting to him. 

8 He that ‘getteth + wisdom loveth his 
own soul: he that keepeth understanding 
shall find good. 

9 A false witness shall not be unpunish- 
ed; and he that speaketh lies shall perish. 

10 Delight is not seemly for a fool; 
much less for a servant to have rule over 
princes. 

11 The Sdiscretion of a man deferreth 
his anger; and it zs Shis glory to pass 
over a transgression. 

12 The king’s wrath is as the roaring 
of a lion; but his favor is as "dew upon 
the grass. 

13 A foolish son zs the calamity of his 
father: and the ‘contentions of a wife 
are a continual dropping. 

14 House jand riches are the inherit- 
ance of fathers: and a prudent ‘wife zs 
from the Lorp. 

15 Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep ; 
and an !idle soul shall suffer hunger. 

16 He that ™keepeth the commandment 
keepeth his own soul; but he that de- 
spiseth his ways shall die. 





a Gen, 27: 41. 
e chap, 28: 6. 
f chap. 2: 10-12. 


b Mat, 12:37. ¢ Isa. 57:19. 4d chap. 19:14, 
* Heb. held innocent. + Heb. a man of gifts. 
t Heb. a heart. Or, prudence. g chap. 





17. First tn his own cause ; first in telling his 
own story. His neighbor ; his antagonist. 

21. They that love it shall eat the fruit 
thereof; they that will exercise the gift of speech 
must reap the consequences, be they good or evil. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. They who have least wisdom are most fond 
of uttering their opinions. 

3. When the wicked come into power they fill 
society with abuse and contumely. 

6. The words of a foolish man are as calamitous 
to himself as to others. They fill society with con- 
tentions, and bring upon him condign punishment. 

9. Sloth and prodigality lead to the same end— 
want and misery. 

11. It is natural to fallen man to trust in uncer- 
tain riches, rather than in the living God. This 
makes the salvation of the rich exceedingly diffi- 
cult—harder than for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle. 

12. A man’s spirit is a sure indication of the lot 

that awaits him: if he be humble, honor; if haughty, 
ruin. 
13. It is a good rule not to express an opinion till 
we have had a full opportunity to hear both sides. He 
who pursues the opposite course proclaims his folly, 
and brings upon himself perpetual mortification. 

14. By courage and faith all evils are made tol- 
erable. A pusillanimous spirit, that faints at the 


approach of trouble, is as distressing as it is sinful. | 
788 





16:32, h Hoseal4:5. ichap. 27:15. j2Cor.12:14, k chap. 
18:22, 12 Thes, 3:10. m Luke 10: 28. 





22. God has ordained the marriage relation for 
the purity, comfort, and usefulness of man. Not- 
withstanding all the evils which human depravity 
has introduced into it, it is, in general, better than 
to be alone; and he who finds a wise and virtuous 
wife, receives from God the richest earthly blessing. 

23. The tendency of wealth to foster pride and 
haughtiness of spirit, is great. To be rich, and at the 
same time truly humble, is the fruit of divine grace. 


CHAPTER XIX. 

2. Hasteth with his feet ; is rash and inconsid- 
erate in his actions—a common result of the soul’s 
being without knowledge. 

10. Delight ; dainty living, which implies ease 
and affluence. Much less for a servant to have 
rule over princes; that is, a servant retaining a 
low and servile spirit, which often happens through 
the favoritism of Eastern monarchs. 

11. Deferreth his anger; makes him slow to 
anger. 

13. A continual dropping ; of water through 
the roof in a rainy day; which is very common in 
oriental houses, and very annoying. 

14. The inheritance of fathers ; received from 
fathers. From the Lord; the gift of his provi- 
dence. She cannot, like houses and riches, be in- 
herited. 

16. Despiseth his ways ; despiseth attention to 
his ways, because he does not consider himself in 
danger of going astray. Chap. 14:16. 








Various maxims 
A.M. 2004 17 He that*hath pity upon the poor 
lendeth unto the Lorp; and *that which 
he hath given will he pay him again. 

18 Chasten thy °son while there is hope, 
and let not thy soul spare f for his crying. 

19 A man of great wrath shall suffer 
punishment: for if thou deliver him, yet 
thou must #do it again. 

20 Hear counsel, and receive instruc- 
tion, that “thou mayest be wise in thy 
latter end. 

21 There are many devices in a man’s 
heart; ¢nevertheless the counsel of the 
Lorp, that shall stand. 

22 The desire of a man is his kindness: 
and a poor man is better than a liar. 

23 The ¢fear of the Lorp tendeth to life: 
and he that hath it shall abide satisfied ; 
he shall not be visited with evil. 

24 A slothful man hideth his hand in his 
bosom, and will not so much as bring it to 
his mouth again. 

25 Smite a scorner, and the simple will 
beware:' and reprove one that hath 
understanding, and he will understand 
knowledge. 


PROVERBS XX. 


of true wisdom. 


26 He that wasteth his father, and chas- 
eth away his mother, zs a son that caus- 
eth shame, and bringeth reproach. 

27 Cease, my son, to hear the instruc- 
tion that causeth to err from the words of 
knowledge. 

28 An/l ungodly witness scorneth judg- 
ment: and the ‘mouth of the wicked de- 
voureth iniquity. 

29 Judgments are prepared for Sscorn- 
ers, and stripes for the back of fools. 


CHAPTER XX. 
Sundry Proverbs. 
INE is a *mocker, strong drink is 
raging: and whosoever is deceived 
thereby is not wise. 

2 The fear of a king zs as the roaring of 
a lion: whoso provoketh him to anger sin- 
neth against his own soul. 

3 It is an honor ‘for a man to cease 
from strife: but every fool will be med- 
dling. 

4 The sluggard will not plough by rea- 
son of the *cold: therefore shall Jhe beg 
in harvest, and have nothing. 





* Or,his deed. b chap. 23: 13, 14. 


a Eccl. 11:1; 2 Cor. 9: 6-9. 
t Heb. add. 


¢ Or, to his destruction, or to cause him to die. 
e¢ Deut. 32:29; Psa. 90:12, 14. 4 chap. 16:1,9; 21:30; Job 
23:13; Psa. 33:10,11; Isa. 14:26,27; 46:10; Acts5:39. e1 





Tim. 4:8. @ Heb. be cunning. {| Heb. A witness of Belial. £ Job 
15.16; Hosea4:8.  g Isa, 29:20. bh Isa. 28:7; Hosea 4:11. 
i chap. 16:32. * Or, winter. j chap. 19:15. 





18. Hope; of his being reclaimed. And let 
not thy soul spare for his crying ; the original 
might be rendered, Desire not to slay him; that 
is, act not as if it were your desire to destroy him, 
which you will do if you withhold needed chastise- 
ment. 

22. The desire of a man is his kindness ; a 
man’s kindness is that which makes him an object 
of affectionate regard, to whom the afflicted and 
destitute look with longing desire. .A poor man is 
better than a liar; that is,a poor man of kindness 
is better than a rich liar destitute of all goodness. 

24. In his bosom ; or, In the dish; a figurative 
way of saying he is too indolent to attend to his 
own wants. 

28. Scorneth judgment; has no concern to 

ive his testimony according to truth and equity. 

evoureth iniquity ; feeds upon it as upon a 
sweet morsel. ,/ ob 20 : 12, 13 

INSTRUCTIONS. 
1. The true worth of a man should be measured 


‘by his character, and not by his outward circum- 


stances. A poor man of truth and wisdom is more 
honorable in the sight of God, and more useful to 
his fellow-men, than one of great rank and wealth 
whose life is made up of perverseness and folly. 

2. Hasty and inconsiderate action comes from 
the want of true knowledge, and leads to sin. 

3. Men too frequently lay to the account of God’s 
providence the calamities which their own perverse- 
ness brings upon them, and thus foolishly fret against 

e Lord. 

4. The unreasonable deference which is every- 
where paid to wealth, is a sad proof of human self- 
ishness and blindness. The mass of mankind prefer 
riches without either wisdom or righteousness, to 
the neglect which attends virtuous poverty. 

10. When wealth and patronage fall into the 
hands of the foolish, and the base are exalted above 
the excellent, the true order of society is perverted, 
and confusion and misery ensue. 





11. Slowness to anger and a forgiving spirit are 
true marks of a noble soul. 

16. The man who thinks himself in no danger is 
near destruction. 

17. The best investment of our property is in 
deeds of loving-kindness. 

18. The rod is God’s appointment; and the par- 
ent who uses it early and discreetly, manifests the 
truest kindness to his children. 

19. He that is under the control of his angry 
passions cannot be saved from ruin, either by his 
own discretion or by the advice and help of his 
friends. 

21. The subordination of all our plans to the 
wise counsel of God, constitutes the only sure foun- 
dation for peace and tranquillity of spirit. It is 
only when we make God’s will our will, that we 
can avoid perpetual disquietude and disappoint- 
ment. 

22. None but the truly good can gain the true 
love of their fellow-men. 

25. Scorners are smitten for the good of others ; 
men of understanding are reproved for their own 
benefit. 

26. No course of conduct brings greater disgrace 
upon a young man, than to be guilty of squander- 
ing his father’s estate, and making his mother 
homeless. 

27. One of the most deadly perils-to which the 
young are exposed, is false doctrine in respect to 
the principles of religion and morals. It meets 
them everywhere, in unprincipled associates, public 
teachers of error, and corrupt publications. With- 
out constant vigilance and prayerfulness, they can- 
not escape its fatal influence. 


CHAPTER XX. 


2. Fear of a king ; his wrath, which is an ob- 
ject of fear to his subjects. 
3. Meddling; embroiling himself in conten- 


tions. 
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Justice and other 


5 Counsel in the heart of man is like 
deep water; but a man of understanding 
will draw it out. : 

6 Most men will *proclaim every one 
his own *goodness: but a > faithful man 
who ean find? 

7 The just man walketh in his integrity : 
his children are blessed after him. 

8 A king that sitteth in the throne of 
judgment “scattereth away all evil with 
his eyes. 

9 Who can ‘say, I have made my heart 
clean, I am pure from my sin? 

10 Diverst * weights, and + divers meas- 
ures, both of them are alike abomination 
to the Lorp. 

11 Even achild is known by his doings, 
whether his work be pure, and whether 
at be right. 

12 The fhearing ear, and the seeing eye, 
the Lorp hath made even both of them. 

13 Love not &sleep, lest thou come to 
poverty: open thine eyes, and thou shalt 
be satisfied with bread. 

14 It is naught, zt 7s naught, saith the 
buyer: but when he is gone his way, then 
he boasteth. 

15 There is gold, and a multitude of ru- 
bies: but the "lips of knowledge are a 
precious jewel. 

16 Take his garment that is surety for 
astranger: and take a pledge of him for 
a strange woman. 

17 Bread of $deceit 72s sweet to a man ; 
but afterwards his mouth shall be filled 
with gravel. 


PROVERBS XxX. 


virtues commended. 


18 Every purpose is established ‘.C: its: 
by counsel: and with ‘good advice make 
war. 

19 He that goeth about as a talebearei 
revealeth secrets: therefore meddle not 
with him that ! flattereth with his lips. 

20 Whoso curseth his father or his moth- 
er, his *lamp shall be put out in obscure 
darkness. 

21 An inheritance may be gotten hastily 
at the beginning; but the end thereof _ 
shall not be blessed. 

22 Say not thou, I will recompense evil; 
but wait on the Lorn, and he shall save 
thee. 

23 Divers weights are an abomination 
unto the Lorn; and ta false balance zs 
not good. 

24 Man’s )goings are of the Lorp; how 
can a man then understand his own way ? 

25 It is a snare to the man who devour- 
eth that which is holy, and after vows to 
make inquiry. 

26 A wise king scattereth the wicked, 
and bringeth the wheel over them. 

27 The spirit of a man zs the + candle of 
the Lorn, searching all the inward parts 
of the belly. 

28 Mercy and truth preserve the king: 
and his throne is upholden by mercy. 

29 The glory of young men 7s their 
strength: and the beauty of old men is 
the gray head. 

30 The blueness of a wound $ cleanseth 
away evil: so do *stripes the inward 
parts of the belly. 





a Mat.6:2. * Or, bounty. »b Luke 18:8, 11. _¢ 2 Sam. 23:4. 
de2-Chiron: 6.30 ;5 1 0nn, 17:8, t Heb. A stone and a stone. 
e Deut. 25: 13. Heb. an ephah and an ephah. f Psa. 94:9. 
gRom.12:11. hchap.8:19. % Heb. lying, or falsehood. ichap. 





5. Man; that is, a wise man; his heart is an 
inexhaustible reservoir of knowledge, from which 
the skilful can draw at all times. 

8. With his eyes; by his vigilance and sagac- 
ity in detecting iniquity. 

12. The Lord hath made even both of them; 
“He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? he 
that formed the eye, shall he not see?” Psa. 94:9. 

14. Naught ; that is, bad in quality. Boast- 
eth ; of his good bargain. : 

15. Gold and a multitude of rubies—a pre- 
cious jewel; gold and precious gems are compar- 
atively plenty, but the lips of knowledge are a much 
rarer and more valuable possession. * 

16. Take his garment—take a pledge of him; 
if one is so foolish as to become surety for a stran- 
ger, take his garment to meet the obligation in- 
curred; and take the pledge which he has given 
for the hire of a strange woman, for he will be un- 
able to redeem it himself. 

17. Shall be filled with gravel ; the bread will. 
as it were, turn to gravel in his mouth; his fraud 
will end in sorrow. 

19. Flattereth with his lips ; literally, openeth 
wide his lips, that is, as a talebearer, for he will 
reveal your secrets also. ; 

21. Gotten hastily ; that is, more hastily than it 
could have been by righteous means. Chap. 28:20. 
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24:6; Luke 14:31. || Or, enticeth, * Or, candle. } Heb. bal. 
ances of deceit. j Jer, 10:23. $ Or, lamp. Q Heb. is a purging 
medicine against evil, k Heb. 12:10. 





25. Who devoureth that which ts holy ; ap- 
propriates to his own use that which, by the law, 
should have been consecrated to God’s service. But 
it may be rendered, Who rashly makes vows of 
consecration. Yo make inquiry ; whether they 
shall be kept. 

26. Bringeth the wheel ; of the threshing-wag- 
on; that is, he destroys them. 

27. The candle of the Lord; a candle which 
God has placed within him. Searching all the 
inward parts ; taking cognizance of his most secret 
thoughts. 1 Cor. 2:11. . 

30. Blueness ; the reference is to the scars made 
by severe blows. We may paraphrase the verse thus: 
Severe blows inflicted upon the transgressor cleanse 
his soul from evil; and stripes, his inward spirit. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Since wine and strong drink darken the rea- 
son, bring the soul under the control of excitement 
and passion, and thus prepare it for folly and wick- 
edness of every sort, no wise man will give himself 
up to their power. 

They who make the largest professions of 
goodness and love, are in general the least worthy 
of confidence in any work that requires patient and 
self-denying toil. 

7. The best inheritance which a man can leave 
to his children is his own holy life. 














The ways and ends 


CHAPTER XXII. 
Sundry Proverbs. 
HE king’s heari zs in the hand of the 
Lorp, as the rivers of water: he turn- 
eth it whithersoever he will. 

2 Every way of a manis right in his own 
eyes: but the Lorp pondereth the hearts. 

3 To do *justice and judgment zs more 
acceptable to the Lorp than sacrifice. 

4 A* high look, and a proud heart, and 
the t ploughing of the wicked, is sin. 

5 The thoughts of the diligent tend only 
to plenteousness ; but of every one that is 
hasty only to want. 

6 The *getting of treasures by a lying 
tongue is a vanity tossed to and fro of 
them that seek death. 

7 The robbery of the wicked shall  de- 
stroy them; because they refuse to do 
judgment. 

8 The way of man 7s froward and 
strange: but as for the pure, his work zs 
right. 

9 It ts better to dwell in a corner of the 
housetop, than with a § brawling woman 
in |!a wide house. 

10 The soul of the wicked desireth evil: 
his neighbor *findeth no favor in his eyes. 

‘11 When the scorner is punished, the 
simple is made wise: and when the wise 
is instructed, he receiveth knowledge. 

12 The righteous man © wisely consid- 
ereth the house of the wicked: but God 
overthroweth the wicked for their wick- 
edness. 


A. M. 3004. 
B. C. 1000. 


PROVERBS XXI. 








of wisdom and folly. 


13 Whoso “stoppeth his ears at the ery 
of the poor, he also shall ery himself, but 
shall not be heard. 

14 A gift in secret pacifieth anger: and 
a reward in the bosom, strong wrath. 

15 It ts joy to the just to do judgment: 
but °destruction shall be to the workers 
of iniquity. 

16 The ‘man that wandereth out of the 
way of understanding shall remain in the 
congregation of the dead. 

17 He that loveth tpleasure shall be a 
poor man: he that loveth wine and oil 
shall not be rich. 

18 The €wicked shall be a ransom for 
the righteous, and the transgressor for 
the upright. 

19 It 7s better to dwell in the ? wilder- 
ness, than with a contentious and an an- 
gry woman. 

20 There is "treasure to be desired ard 
oil' in the dwelling of the wise; but a 
foolish man spendeth it up. 

21 He that /followeth after righteous- 
ness and mercy findeth life, righteous- 
ness, and honor. 

22 A wise man *scaleth the city of the 
mighty, and casteth down the strength of 
the confidence thereof. 

23 Whoso keepeth his mouth and his 
tongue, keepeth his soul from troubles. 

24 Proud and haughty scorner is his 
name, who dealeth in § proud wrath. 

25 The desire of the slothful killeth 
him; for his hands refuse to labor. 





a1Sam, 15:22, * Heb. Haughtiness of eves. + Or, light. 
b 2 Pet.2:3. $¢ Heb. saw, or dwell with. ¢ Heb. woman of con- 
tentions. if Heb. a house of society. * Heb. ts not favored. c Psa. 
107: 43; Hos. 14:9, 4d Mat. 18:33, 34; 25:41-46; James 2:13, 


e Mat. 7:23. } Or, sport. g chap. 11:8; Isa. 
43:3, 4. $ Heb. land of the desert. h Luke 6:45. i Mat. 
25:3,4. j Rom. 2:7. k Eccles. 9:14-16. @ Heb. the wrath of 
pride. 


f chap. 13: 20. 








9. The best men are most deeply conscious of 
their sinfulness. It is only the blinding power of 
sin that leads any to claim that they are free 
from it. 

14. The habit of buyers to depreciate, and of sell- 
ers to exaggerate the worth of articles of traffic, is 
a species of dishonesty as base and degrading as it 
is common. 

17. It is only in anticipation that dishonest gain 
is pleasant; its end is bitterness and vexation of 
spirit. 

19. The man who reveals to us the secrets of 
others, proves himself unworthy to be intrusted 
with our own. 

20. God returns the injurious conduct of chil- 
dren upon their own heads. Filial ingratitude is 
the direct road to ruin, temporal and spiritual. 
Lev. 20:9. 

21. As “he that maketh haste to be rich shall 
not be innocent,” so neither shall his prosperity be 
permanent. 

22. We always do well to leave vengeance in 
the hands of God, to whom it belongs. 

25. Rash vows, by which men bind themselves 
to certain outward actions under the name of relig- 


ion, are highly pernicious in their influence. When 


the young and inexperienced take upon themselves 
vows of celibacy and exclusion from society, they 
only spread a snare for their souls. 

30. That chastisement which cleanses the soul 





from sin is a rich blessing, however severe it may 


be. 
CHAPTER XXI. 

4. The ploughing of the wicked ; their tillage; 
ay here for all their plans, pursuits, and pleasures. 

he marginal reading, “ the light of the wicked,” 
means that in which they glory. 

5. The diligent ; who seek wealth by honest 
industry. Hasty; impatient to amass wealth, 
and therefore employing unlawful means. 

6. A vanity tossed to and fro; an empty and 
unstable possession. Some render, A fleeting breath, 
which gives the same idea. Seek death ; take the 
way to death. 

8. Strange ; alienated from God. The pure ; 
in contrast with the mass of mankind, whose way 
is froward and strange. 

12. Wisely considereth ; derives lessons of in- 
struction from God’s dealings with it. 

16. Remain in the congregation of the dead; 

be numbered and dwell with the dead. Compare 
chap. 2:22. 
18, Shall be a ransom for the righteous; 
God will make the destruction of the wicked a 
means of salvation to the righteous, as is illus- 
trated in the deliverance of Israel from Egypt. 
Isa. 43 : 3, 4. 

25. The desire of the slothful; his longing 
desire for good that cannot be obtained without 
labor. 
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The ways and ends 


PROVERBS XXII. 


of wisdom and folly. 


26 He coveteth greedily all the day|should go: and when he is old, U5 on 


long: but the righteous giveth and spar- 


eth not. 

27 The ®*sacrifice of the wicked is abom- 
ination: how much more, when he bring- 
eth it *with a wicked mind! 


28 At false witness shall perish: but 


the man that heareth speaketh constantly. 


299 A wicked man hardeneth his face: but 


as for the upright, he #directeth his way. 
30 There ts *no wisdom nor understand- 
ing nor counsel against the Lorp. 
31 The horse is prepared against the 
day of battle: but Ssafety zs of the Lorn. 


CHAPTER XXII. 


Sundry Proverbs. 17 The words of the wise. 
GOOD name is rather to be chosen 
than great riches, and '!loving favor 

rather than silver and gold. 

2 The ‘rich and poor meet together: 
the Lorp is the maker of them all. 

3 A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and 
hideth himself: but the simple pass on, 
and are punished. 

4 By* humility and the fear of the Lorp 
are riches, and honor, and life. 


5 Thorns and ‘snares are in the way of 


the froward: he that doth keep his soul 
shall be far from them. 
6 Traint °up a child in #the way he 





he will not depart from it. 

7 The rich ruleth over the poor, and the 
borrower is servant to the § lender. 

8 He that ‘soweth iniquity shall reap 
vanity : and !| the rod of his anger shall fail. 

9 He* that hath a bountiful Seye shall be 
blessed ; for he giveth of his bread to the poor. 

10 Cast out the scorner, and contention 
shall go out; yea, strife and reproach shall 
cease. 

11 He that loveth pureness of heart, 
fort the grace of his lips the "king shall 
be his friend. 

12 The eyes of the Lorp preserve 
knowledge ;' and he overthroweth the 
words? of the transgressor. 

13 The slothful man saith, There as a lion 
without, I shall be slain in the streets. 

14 The mouth of strange women ts a 
deep pit: he that is Jabhorred of the Lorp 
shall fall therein. 

15 Foolishness zs bound in the heart of 
a child; but the rod of correction shall 
drive it far from him. 

16 He that ‘oppresseth the poor to in- 
crease his riches, and he that giveth to the 
rich, shall surely come to want. : 

17 4] Bow down thine ear, and hear th 
words of the wise, and 'apply thy heart 
unto my knowledge: 





aIsa.1:11-15.  * Heb. in wickedness ! 
lies. $+ Or,considereth ; Psa. 119259. b Isa. 8:9, 10; Acts 5:39. 
% Or, victory. || Or, favor ts better. ¢ 1 Core125122,,ete" -o Or, 
The reward of humility. a Job 18:8. t Or, Catechize. © Eph. 


6:4. £ Heb. his. % Heb. man that lendeth. f-Job-4<8. ||| Or, 


+ Heb. Witness of 


with the rod of his anger he shall be consumed. * Heb. Good of 
eye. g 2Cor. 9:6. f Or, and hath grace in his lips, h Mat. 5:3. 
i Isa. 59:19-21. $ Or, matters. j Eccl. 7:26. k Micah 2:2-5. 
1] chap. 2:2, etc.; Psa. 90: 12. 





26. The righteous; who has gained an abun- 
dance by honest toil. Compare ver. 20. 

28, Heareth; has an obedient and teachable 
spirit, which includes in itself the love of truth. 
Speaketh constantly ; while “the mouth of them 
that speak lies shall be stopped,” he shall speak 
constantly with favor and credit. 

29. Hardeneth his face; rejects all counsel, 
and obstinately follows his own corrupt desires. 
Directeth his way ; bestows serious consideration 
upon it, that it may be conformed to God’s law. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. God overrules all the plans of earthly rulers, 
be they righteous or wicked, for the accomplish- 
ment of his own wise and good designs. 

3. God will not accept the outward forms of 
religion as a substitute for its inward spirit, “ judg- 
ment, mercy, and faith.” 

6. Treasures obtained by fraud and falsehood 
conduct their owner down to perdition, and there 
forsake him. 

10. A wicked man cannot be trusted where his 
own private interests are concerned; for he will] not 
scruple for his own ends to sacrifice his neighbor’s 

roperty, comfort, reputation, morality, and ever- 
asting welfare. 


13. We all need mercy at the hand of God: but 
we shall not obtain it unless we show pity to our 
fellow-men; for with the merciful, God will show 


himself merciful. 
17. Luxurious living is the highway to poverty. 


20. When poverty comes from prodigality it is 


as ignominious as sinful. 


26. The righteous man values property and labors 
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nishes of doing good to his fellow-men. 

30. The Lord has all the resources of heaven and 
earth at his disposal, and he can with infinite ease 
accomplish his own purposes in the face of all oppo- 
sition from wicked men and fallen spirits; nay 
more, he can make their efforts to defeat his coun- 
sels the direct means of fulfilling them. 

31. Without God’s favor the most formidable 
warlike preparations will be of no avail. 


CHAPTER XXII. 


2. Meet together; come into contact in the 
various relations of life. The Lord is the maker 
of them all; he is their common Lord, has placed 
them together in this world, and will call them to 
an account for their treatment of each other. 

8. Vanity; disappointment and misery. The 
rod of his anger; thé rod wherewith he smote 
his fellow-men in anger. 

11. The grace of his lips; his pleasant and 
well-timed words. 

12. Preserve knowledge ; watch over and pro. 
tect knowledge, by protecting those who possess 3t, 
and use it for the good of their fellow-men. 

14. Mouth of strange women; their “ much 
fairspeech.” Chap. 7:21. Abhorred of the Lord; 
because he turns aside from the right way. 

16. Giveth to the rich ; from selfish motives, to 
purchase their favor. ; 

17. Here begins another division of the book, ex- 
tending to the end of the twenty-fourth chapter. 
It has a general resemblance to the first nine 
chapters. 





for it chiefly because of the means which it fur- . 




















Words of 


se woo 18 For 7t is a pleasant thing if 


thou keep them *within thee; they shall 
withal be fitted in thy lips. 

19 That thy trust may be in the Lorp, 
I have made known to thee this day, 
even? to thee. , 

20 Have not I written to thee excellent 
things in counsels and knowledge, 

21 That I might make thee know the 
certainty of the words of truth; that thou 
mightest *answer the words of truth to 
them? that send unto thee? 

22 Rob not the poor, because he ¢s poor: 
neither oppress the afflicted in the gate: 

23 For the Lorp will plead their cause, 
and spoil the soul of those that spoiled 
them. 

24 Make no friendship with an angry 
man; and with a furious man thou shalt 
not go; 

25 Lest thou learn his ways, and get a 
snare to thy soul. 

26 Be not thou one of them that strike 
hands, or of them that are sureties for 
debts. 

27 If thou hast nothing to pay, why 
should he take away thy bed from under 
thee ? 

28 Remove not the ancient § landmark, 
which thy fathers have set. 

29 Seest thou a man ‘diligent in his 
business? he shall stand before kings; 
he shall not stand before !| mean men. 


PROVERBS XXIII. 


the wise. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 
. The words of the wise. 


see thou sittest to eat with a ruler, 
consider diligently what is before 
thee: 

2 And put a knife to thy throat, if thou 
be a man given to appetite. 

3 Be not desirous of his dainties: for 
they are deceitful meat. 

4 Labor ‘not to be rieh: cease from 
thine °own wisdom. 

5 Wilt thou *set thine eyes upon that 
which is not? for riches certainly make 
themselves wings; they fly away as an 
eagle toward heaven. 

6 Eat thou not the bread of him that 
hath an evil eye, neither desire thou his 
dainty meats: 

7 For as he thinketh in his heart, so zs 
he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but 
his heart zs not with thee. 

8 The morsel which thou hast eaten 
shalt thou vomit up, and lose thy sweet 
words. 

9 Speak not in the ears of a fool: for 
he will despise the wisdom of thy words. 

10 Remove fnot the old t landmark; and 
enter not into the fields of the fatherless: 

11 For their redeemer is mighty; he 
shall plead their cause with thee. 

12 Apply thy heart Sunto instruction, 
and thine ears to the words of knowledge. 





* Heb. in thy bel/y. + Or, trust thou also. a1 Pet. 3:15. 
$ Or, those that send thee. » Mal.3:5. Or, bound. c chap. 


12:24. || Heb. obscure. dl Tim. 6:9, 10. e chap. 26:12. * Heb. 
cause thine eyes tofly, f chap.22:28. + Or, bound. g Chaps 22: 17s 





19. Made known ; that is, these words. 

20. In counsels and knowledge; containing 
counsels and words of knowledge. 

21. To them that send unto thee; to ask 
counsel of thee. Or, as the marginal reading, “ To 
those that send thee ;” that is, mayest make a true 
report to them of the business intrusted to thee. 

22. In the gate; where courts were anciently 
held, and public business was transacted. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Our comfort and usefulness depend on our 
character, rather than on our outward possessions. 

3. In the gospel of his Son, God has provided a 
refuge from the evil that is coming upon all sin- 
ners. The highest wisdom of men is to hide them- 
selves in this refuge; to neglect it, is their folly 
and ruin. 

5. The way of those who oppose themselves to 
God's government must be filled with “ thorns and 
snares.’ It isin the path of duty that we find 
comfort and safety. 

6. In committing to parents the training of their 
children, God has, in a very important sense, com- 
mitted to them the formation of their future char- 
acter, and he will hold them responsible for the 
influence they exert. 

7. To contract debts beyond our ability to pay, 
is to rob ourselves of that manly independence 
which belongs to the righteous man’s character, 
and to expose ourselves to innumerable tempta- 
tions as well as annoyances. For this reason, as 
well as from regard to our own reputation and the 
rights of others, it is a cardinal Christian virtue 





to “owe no man any thing, but to love one an- 
other.” 

8. They who occupy themselves with devising 
mischief to others, are preparing for themselves a 
harvest of shame and trouble. 

13. The slothful exaggerate the difficulties that 
lie in the way of duty. 

23. The more destitute one is of human protection, 
the greater is the guilt and the danger of wronging 
him; the Lord is the patron of the defenceless, and 
will avenge the injuries done to them. 

29. Diligence in business leads to preferment 
and honor. 


CHAPTER XXIII 


1. With @ ruler; who has invited thee to a 
sumptuous entertainment. 

2. Put a knife to thy throat ; to prevent ex- 
cess; a@ figurative way of saying, Restrain thy 
appetite at all costs. 

3. Deceitful meat ; they promise much pleas- 
ure, but end in pain and shame. The reference is 
to the immoderate indulgence of appetite at the 
tables of the great, which not only injures the 
guest, but degrades him in the eyes of all present. 

4. Thine own wisdom; the wisdom which 
makes riches the chief good, and thinks by pru- 
dent management to get and keep them. 

6. That hath an evil eye; the grudging man, 
or the crafty and malicious man, who invites the 
unwary to his table only to deceive and ensnare 
them. 

8. Vomit up ; that is, it will end in bitterness. 
Sweet words ; addressed by him to thee. 
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Words of 


13 Withhold not correction from the 
child: for if thou beatest him with the 
rod, he shall not die. 

14 Thou shalt beat him with the rod, 
and shalt *deliver his soul from hell. 

15 My son, if >thy heart be wise, my 
heart shall rejoice, even *mine. 

16 Yea, my reins shall rejoice, when thy 

lips speak right things. 

17 Let “not thy heart envy sinners; 
but be thou in the fear of the Lorp all the 
day long. 

18 For surely there is an fend; and 
thine expectation shall not be cut off. 

19 Hear thou, my son, and be wise, and 
guide thy ‘heart in the way. 

20 Be *not among winebibbers; among 
riotous eaters of ? flesh: 

21 For the drunkard and the glutton 
shall come to poverty: and drowsiness 
shall clothe a man with rags. 

22 Hearken unto thy father that begat 
thee, and despise not thy mother when 
she is old. 

23 Buy the Struth, and sell zt not; also 
wisdom," and instruction, and under- 
standing. 

24 The ‘father of the righteous shall 
creatly rejoice: and he that begetteth a 
wise child shall have joy of him. 

25 Thy father and thy mother shall be 
glad, and she that bare thee shall rejoice. 

26 My son, give me thy! heart, and let 
thine eyes observe my ways. 

27 For a whore is a deep *ditch; anda 
strange woman 2s a narrow pit. 

28 She also!lieth in wait as § for a prey, 


PROVERBS XXIV. 


the wise. 


and inereaseth the transgressors 
among men. 

29 Who hath ™ woe? who hath sorrow? 
who hath contentions? who hath bab- 
bling? who hath wounds without cause? 
who hath redness of eyes? 

30 They that tarry long at the wine; 
they that go to seek mixed wine. 

31 Look not thou upon the wine when 
it is red, when it giveth his color in the 
cup, when it moveth itself aright. 

32 At the last it biteth like a serpent, 
and stingeth like !!an adder. 

33 Thine eyes shall behold strange 
women, and thy heart shall utter per- 
verse things. 

34 Yea, thou shalt be as he that heth 
down in the *midst of the sea, or as he 
that lieth upon the top of a mast. 

35 They have "stricken me, shalt thou 
say, and | was not sick; they have beat- 
en me, and I tfelt zt not: when shall I 
awake? I will °seek it yet again. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 


The words of the wise. 
E not thou P envious against evil men, 
neither desire to be with them: 

2 For their heart studieth destruction, 
and their ‘lips talk of mischief. 

3 Through* wisdom is a house builded ; 
and by understanding it is established: 

4 And by knowledge shall the chambers be 
filled with all*precious and pleasantriches. 

5 A twise man 7s ?strong; yea, a man 
of knowledge $increaseth strength. 

6 For by wise counsel thou shalt make 


B. C. 1000. 





alCor.5:5. bchap.29:3. * Or, I willrejoice. ¢ Psa.37:1-3; 
73:3-17. + Or, reward. d chap.4:23. e Luke 21:34; Rom. 
13:13. + Heb. theirflesh. f chap. 30:17; Eph. 6:1,2. g Isa. 
55:1; Mat. 13:44; Rev.3:18. hchap.4:5,7.  ®chap. 10:1; 


15:20. j Psa.119:2 k chap.22:14. I chap.7:12, Q Or,a 


robber, m Isa, 5:11,22; Hab.2:5. || Or, a cockatrice. * Heb. 
heart. nJer.5:3. J Heb. knew. o Isa. 56:12. p chap. 23:17; 
ver. 19. @ Psa. 10:7. 4rchap. 14:1. 8 chap. 20:15, t chap 
21:22. +t Heb. in strength. Q Heb. strengtheneth might. 





13. Shall not die; shall be reclaimed from sin, 
and so saved from death. 

18. Avend; a“reward” (marginal reading) to 
those that fear the Lord. 

31. Moveth itself aright ; goes down smoothly. 

34. Lieth down ; to sleep on the deck of a ship, 
or at the mast’s head; representing the disordered 
condition of the drunkard in soul and body, which 
causes him to reel, and makes all around and with- 
in him a troubled and heaving sea. 

35. Was not sick; was not pained from the 
blows, because of my insensibility. J¢; the intox- 
icating cup. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. When tempted to the immoderate indulgence 
of appetite, we should lay a severe restraint upon 
ourselves ; for it impairs the faculties of soul and 
body, stupefies the conscience, and degrades us in 
our own estimation and that of our fellow-men. 

5. The consideration of the uncertainty of all 
earthly possessions, leads every wise and consider- 
ate man to provide for himself “a treasure in the 
heavens that faileth not.” 

6. It is a common device of crafty dissemblers to 
flatter and bestow favors only that they may en- 
snare and plunder. Against the hospitality of such 





men the young should guard as against thieves 
and burglars. 

9. The man who treats with contempt the counsels 
of the wise, releases them from the obligation of fur- 
ther admonition, and makes his own ruin certain. 

13. Our heavenly Father prefers that we should 
weep now under his chastising rod, rather than 
ie at last through want of timely discipline. 

erein every wise parent will imitate God’s exam- 
ple in his dealings with his children. 

29. The imbecility and loathsome disease which 
the habit of using intoxicating drinks produces, and 
the dreadful power of this habit to perpetuate itself; 
the poverty, contention, and wretchedness with which 
it fills the family circle; the quarreis, murders, de- 
baucheries, and crimes that follow in its train, are 
well understood at the present day. Whoever allows 
himself in this debasing habit, or furnishes to others 
the intoxicating cup, is without excuse. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

1. Envious against evil men—desire to be 
with them ; because of their present success. 

6. For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy 
war, that is, with success; an illustration of the 
declaration in the preceding verse, that wisdom and 
knowledge give strength. 


A. M. 3004.- 
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Counsels of wisdom. 


be iwe thy war: and in multitude of coun- 
sellors there is safety. 

7 Wisdom is too *high for a fool: he 
openeth not his mouth in the gate. 

8 He that deviseth to do evil shall be 
called a mischievous person. 

9 The ‘thought of foolishness is sin: 
and the scorner zs an abomination to men. 

10 If thou ‘faint in the day of adver- 
sity, thy strength 7s *small. 

11 If thou forbear to *deliver them that 
are drawn unto death, and those that are 
ready to be slain; 

12° If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it 
not; doth not he that pondereth the heart 


PROVERBS XXIV. 





consider zt? and he that keepeth thy soul, 
doth not he know it? and shall not fhe! 
render to every man according to his 
works ? 

13 My son, eat thou honey, because it 
is good; and the honey-comb, which is'| 
sweet f to thy taste: | 

14 So shall the knowledge of wisdom 
be unto thy soul: when thou hast "found 
it, then there shall be a reward, and thy 
expectation shall not be cut off. | 

15 Lay not wait, O wicked man, against | 
the dwelling of the righteous; spoil not! 
his resting place: 

16 For a just man falleth seven times, 
and 'riseth up again: but the / wicked 
shall fall into mischief. 

17 Rejoice *not when thine enemy fall- 
eth, and let not thy heart be glad when 
he stumbleth: 

18 Lest the Lorp see it, and it displease | 
him, and he turn away his wrath from 
him. 

19 Fret not thyself because of evil men, 
neither be thou envious at the wicked ; 

20 For there shall be no reward to the 


Slothfulness condemned. 


evil man ; the ! candle of the wicked shall 
be put out. 

21 My son, 'fear thou the Lorp and the 
king: and meddle not with *them that are 
given to change: 

22 For their calamity shall rise sud- 
denly; and who knoweth the ruin of 
them both ? 

23 These things also belong to the wise. 
It ts not ™good to have respect of persons 
in judgment. 

24 He that saith unto the wicked, Thou 
art righteous ; him shall the people curse, 
nations shall abhor him: 

25 But to them that rebuke him shall 
be delight, and a tgood blessing shall come 
upon them. 

26 Every man shall kiss his lips that 
giveth? a right answer. 

27 Prepare thy work without, and make 
it fit for thyself in the field; and after- 
wards build thy house. 

28 Be not a witness against thy neighbor 
without cause; and deceive not with thy lips. 

29 Say "not, I will do so to him as he 
hath done to me; I will render to the 
man according to his work. 

30 I went by the field of the slothful, 
and by the vineyard of the man void of 
understanding ; 

31 And lo, it was all grown over with 
thorns, and nettles had covered the face 
thereof, and the stone wall thereof was 
broken down. 

32 Then I saw, and $ considered zt well : 
I looked upon zt, and received instruction. 

33 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a 
little folding of the hands to sleep: 

34 So shall thy poverty come as one 
that travelleth; and thy want as lan 
armed man. 





c Mat. 6:28 4d Heb. 12:5. 
* Heb. narrow. e Psa. 82:4; Isa. 58:6,7. f Jer. 32:19. + Heb. 
upon thy palate. g Psa.19:10; 119:103. h Jer. 15:16. i Micah 
7:8 j Amos8:14. k Job31:29. $ Heb. be evil in his eyes. 


a Psa. 10:5. » chap, 14:22. 


% Or, Keep not company with the wicked. || Or, lamp. 11 Pet. 
2:13-17. * Heb. changers. m Lev.19:15. f Heb. blessing of 
t Heb. answereth right words. 0 Mat. 5:39.44; Rom. 


@ Heb. set my heart. || Heb. a man of shield. 


good, 
12 shy, 719: 





7. In the gate; where causes are tried and 
deliberations held on weighty matters. 

9. The thought of foolishness ; the plans and 
pursuits of foolish men. Fill out the two clauses 
thus: The thoughts and actions of fools and scorn- 
ers are sinful, and therefore an abomination to men. 

11. Drawn unto death—ready to be slain; 
unjustly seized and dragged to a violent death. 
This precept applies primarily to magistrates, and 
also to private persons according to their ability to 
help the oppressed and unjustly condemned. 

13, 14. Hat thou honey—so shall the know- 
ledge of wisdom be unto thy soul; that is, I 
commend thee for eating honey, because it is good; 
much more, then, do thou gain the knowledge of 
wisdom, which is better than honey. 

16. Into mischief ; out of which he shall never 
rise again. 

21. Them that are given to change; seditious 
men, like Absalom, who seek to change the estab- 
lished order of government. 





22. The ruin of them both; the ruin which 


will come upon such men from both God and the 
king, whose wrath they have incurred. 

23. These things also; the maxims that follow 
to the end of the chapter. Belong to the wise; 
either, should be observed by the wise ; or, are say- 
ings of the wise. In either case, these words intro- 
duce a short appendix to this part of the book. 

25. Him ; the “wicked” man mentioned in verse 
24. Delight; the pleasant favor of the good. 

27. Afterwards build thy house; a house for 
elegance and luxury seems to be intended, which 
should be postponed till other more important work is 
done. In the warm climate of Palestine a very slight 
structure serves for the necessary wants of a family. 

34. One that travelleth ; a traveller who comes 
as an enemy. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Since the prosperity of the ungodly leads only 
to ruin, no wise man will envy them, or wish to 
cast in his lot with them. 

4. Success comes not by chance, but by prudent 
counsels and actions. 

7985 


The ways of honor, 
CHAPTER XXYV. 


1 Observations about kings, 8 and about avoiding causes 
of quarrels, and sundry causes thereof. 


HESE are also proverbs of Solomon, 
which the men of Hezekiah king of 
Judah copied out. 

2 It is the *glory of God to conceal a 
thing: but the honor of kings is to °search 
out a matter. 

3 The heaven for height, and the earth 
for depth, and the heart of kings *zs un- 
searchable. 

4 Take away the dross from the silver, 
and there shall come forth a vessel for 
the finer. 

5 Take away the wicked from before the 
king, and his throne shall be established 
in righteousness. 

6 Putt not ‘forth thyself in the pres- 
ence of the king, and stand not in the 
place of great men: 

7 For better it zs that it be said unto 
thee, Come up hither; than that thou 
shouldest be put lower in the presence of 
the prince whom thine eyes have seen. 

8 Go not ‘forth hastily to strive, lest 
thou know hot what to do in the end 
thereof, when thy neighbor hath put thee 
to shame. 

9 Debate thy cause with thy °neighbor 
himself ; and discover not #a secret to 
another: 

10 Lest he that heareth zt put thee to 
shame, and thine infamy turn not away. 
a Deut. 29:29. bJob29:16. * Heb. there is no searching. + Heb. 


Set not out thyglory, ¢ Luke 14:8-10. dchap. 17:14. e Mat. 5:25; 
18:15. $£Heb. the secret of another. Q Heb. spoken upon his wheels. 





PROVERBS XXV. 


1 


peace, and charity. 


11 A word $fitly spoken is like 
apples of gold in pictures of silver. 

12 As an earring of gold, and an forna- 
ment of fine gold, so is a wise reprover 
upon an obedient ear. 

13 As the cold of snow in the time of 
harvest, so zs a faithful messenger te them 
that send him: for he refresheth the soul 
of his masters. 

14 Whoso &boasteth himself !! of a false 
gift is like * clouds and wind without rain. 

15 By long forbearing isa prince persuad- 
ed, and a soft tongue breaketh the bone. 

16 Hast thou found honey? eat so rhuch 
as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled 
therewith, and vomit it. 

17 Withdraw* thy foot from thy neigh- 
bor’s house; lest he be t weary of thee, 
and so hate thee. ; 

18 A man that beareth false witness 
against his neighbor 7s a maul, and a 
sword, and a sharp arrow. 

19 Confidence in an unfaithful man in 
time of trouble zs like a broken tooth, and 
a foot out of joint. 

20 As he that taketh away a garment 
in cold weather, and as vinegar upon 
nitre, so zs he that singeth songs to a 
heavy heart. 

21 Ifithine enemy be hungry, give him 
bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give 
him water to drink: 

22 For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon 
his head, and the Lorpshall* reward thee. 
chap. g Luke 18:10, etc, || Heb. in a gift of falsehood. 


h Jude 12. * Or, Let thy foot be seldom in. + Heb, full. i Psa. 
47:4. j Ex. 23:4,5; Mat. 5:44; Rom, 12:20. k 2Sam. 16:12. | 


A. M. 3804. 
B. C. 700. 








10. God sends upon men adversity for the pur- 
pose of exercising their faith and fortitude, and thus 
increasing these graces; but he who faints under 
the discipline loses the benefit of it, and becomes 
weaker instead of stronger. 

12. It is the duty of all men, as they have oppor- 
tunity, to succor and relieve the oppressed. And 
since the worst bondage is that of sin and igno- 
rance, no man may, on any ground, excuse himself 
from doing what hes in his power for the rescue of 
the millions who are held under its thraldom. 

14. No possession yields so precious a revenue as 
wisdom. It makes men rich for time and for 
eternity. 

16. The just man falls for his discipline, and God 
will raise him up again; but the wicked falls for 
his destruction. 

17. Joy at the calamity of an enemy is a heinous 
sin, and one which God will visit with condign 
punishment. 

21. They who follow discontented innovators, do 
it to their destruction. 

27. The wise man will postpone works of mere 
elegance and luxury till he has attended to his 
more necessary business. 

30. In things spiritual and temporal, the slothful 
procrastinator may be known by the disordered 
and decaying condition of what is committed to 


his care. 
CHAPTER XXV. 
1. Copied out ; collected and arranged from the 
writings of Solomon, probably. by Hezekiah’s coin- 
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mand and for his use. 
of the book. 

2. To conceal a thing ; he manifests his infi- 
nite perfections by the unsearchableness of his ways 
in both nature and providence. To search out a 
matter; they show their qualification for their 
high office by sagacity in searching out and under- 
standing every thing that concerns the administra- 
tion of their government. 

3. The heart of kings; their secret counsels. 

4. A vessel for the finer ; a vessel of pure sil- 
ver to reward the finer’s labor. 

7. Come up hither; see Luke 14:7-11. ; 

11. Apples of gold in pictures of silver; gold- 
en apples embroidered in picture-work of silver. 
Some render, Apples of gold in baskets o* silver 
network. 

13. Snow; brought from the mountains and 
used for cooling drinks. 

14. Boasteth himself of a false gift ; makes 
a vain show of liberality, but gives nothing. 

16. Eat so much as is sufficient; make a 
moderate use of every privilege that falls to your 
lot—as, for example, a neighbor's hospitality, ver. 
17—and do not spoil it by excess. 

20. Vinegar upon nitre ; Egyptian nitre, which 
effervesces with an acid, and loses its strength. 
The incongruity of singing songs to a heavy heart 
is illustrated by two comparisons. 


Here begins the last part 


2. Heap coals of fire upon his head; fill — E 


him with shame, and thus bring him to repent- 
ance. 
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Dealing with fools. 


& sos 623 The north wind *driveth away 


rain: so doth an angry countenance a 
backbiting tongue. 

24 It is better to dwell in the corner of 
the house-top, than with a brawling wom- 
an and in a wide house. 

25 As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so 


as good news from a far country. 


26 A righteous man falling down before 


_the wicked is as a troubled fountain, and 


a corrupt spring. 
27 Itisnot good toeat much honey : so for 
men to search their own glory ts not glory. 
28 He that hath no rule over his own 
spirit is like a city*that is broken down, 
and without walls. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


1 Observations about fools, 13 about sluggards, 17 and 
about contentious busy bodies. 


S snow in summer, and as rain in har- 
vest, so honor is not seemly for a fool. 
2 As the bird by wandering, as the swal- 
low by flying, so the curse *causeless shall 
not come. 
3 A whip for the horse, a bridle for the 
ass, and a rod for the fool’s back. 
4 Answer not a fool according to his 
folly, lest thou also be like unto him. 
5 Answer a°” fool according to his folly, 
lest he be wise in his own f conceit. 
6 He that sendeth a message by the hand 





* Or, bringeth forth rain: so dotha buckbiting tongue an angry 
countenance, &® Num. 23:8. »b Mat.21:24. f Heb.eyes, fF Or, 
violence. % Hebd. lifted up, || Or, putteth a precious stone ina 
heap of stones. * Or, A great mangrieveth all, and he hireth the 


PROVERBS XXVI. 


The sloth ful man. 


of a fool cutteth off the feet, and drinketh 
damage.+ 

7 The legs of the lame are Snot equal: 
so is a parable in the mouth of fools. 

8 As he that |i bindeth a stone in a sling, 
so zs he that giveth honor to a fool. 

9 As a thorn goeth up into the hand of 
a drunkard, so zs a parable in the mouth 
of fools. 

10 The* great God that formed all things 
both rewardeth the fool, and rewardeth 
transgressors. 

11 As a °dog returneth to his vomit, so 
a fool treturneth to his folly. 

12 Seest thou a man wise in his own 
conceit?? there is more hope of a fool 
than of him. 

13 The slothful man saith, There is a 
lion in the way; a lion is in the streets. 

14 As the door turneth upon his hinges, 
so doth the slothful upon his bed. 

15 The slothful hideth his hand in his 
bosom ; it grieveth him to bring it again 
to his mouth. 

16 The sluggard zs wiser in his own 
conceit than seven men that can render 
a reason. 

17 He that passeth by, and § meddleth 
with strife belonging not to him, zs like 
one that taketh a dog by the ears. 

18 As a mad man who ecasteth | fire- 
brands, arrows, and death, 





Decl 2e } Heb. 


fool, he hireth also transgressors, c 2 Pet. 
@ Or, is enraged. 


tterateth, da Rev. 3:17. Or, he is weary. 
|| Heb. flames, or sparks. 





26. Falling down before the wicked ; either 
voluntarily, from fear or interest ; or, falling under 
his power. Trowbled—corrupt ; spoiled by the 
trampling of cattle. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. If rulers would have permanent prosperity, 
they must banish the corrupt from their councils, 
and surround themselves with righteous men. 

6. ‘Modesty is the road to true preferment. Those 
who ambitiously thrust themselves above their true 
position, will be, in the end, cast down to the low- 
est place. 

8. The wise man will not engage in controversy 
till he is sure of his ground, and can see his way 
through it. 

12, Reproof wisely administered to the wise is 
most precious in its results. 

13, 19. Fidelity in the execution of a trust is a 
virtue which men are quick to perceive, and ready 
to reward ; the unfaithful man, on the contrary, is 
with good reason dreaded and shunned, for he is 
the ruin of all who put confidence in him. 

15. Wise discourse, tempered by mildness and 
forbearance, is a more effectual weapon than imple- 
ments of war. 

17. To abuse a neighbor’s hospitality is the way 
to lose it. 

20. An ill-timed act is unseemly, if not offensive. 

22. He who overcomes an enemy by kindness, 
gains a victory which makes both parties blessed. 

26. When the righteous yield to the wicked, the 
very fountains of virtue are corrupted. 

28. As a city without walls is exposed to every 





assault of the enemy, so a spirit without self-gov- 
ernment is the prey of every corrupt passion. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


2. As the bird by wandering—so the curse 
causeless shall not come; rod’s curse will not 
come upon men at random, like the flight of birds. 

4. According to his folly; with such foolish 
words as he uses. 

5. According to his folly ; in a manner adapt- 
ed to rebuke it. One way of doing this is to reason 
with him on his own principles, and thus expose 
their absurdity. 

6. Cutteth off the feet; his own feet, and thus 
cripples himself in respect to the business on hand. 

7. Are not equal; so that he has a limping 
gait. Others render “ hang down;” that is, as a 
useless weight. So 7s a parable in the mouth 
of fools; they have not skill to make a discreet 
use of it. 

8. Bindeth a stone in a sling; performs an 
absurd and useless act. The marginal reading is. 
“ Putteth a precious stone in a heap of stones;” 
among which it will be lost. 

9. Into the hand of a drunkard; a reelin 
drunkard who lays hold of it to support himself. 
A parable in the mouth of fools ; by perverting 
it, they make it an injury to themselves. 

16. A reason; a good reason for a wise course 
of action. The sluggard’s course is foolish and 
ruinous, yet he thinks himself wiser than all his 
advisers. 

17. By the ears; to his own hurt. 

797 


Deceit and strife. 


19 So is the man that deceiveth his 
neighbor, and saith, Am not I in sport? 

20 Where *no wood is, there the fire 
goeth out: so. where there is no ft tale- 
bearer, the strife + ceaseth. 

21 As coals are to burning coals, and 
wood to fire; so 7s a contentious man to 
kindle strife. 

22 The words of a talebearer are as 
wounds, and they go down into the $in- 
nermost parts of the belly. 

23 Burning lips and a wicked heart are 
like a potsherd covered with silver dross. 

24 He that hateth !! dissembleth with his 
lips, and layeth up deceit within him ; 

25 When he *speaketh fair, believe him 
not: for there are seven abominations in 
his heart. 

26 Whose t hatred is covered by deceit, 
his wickedness shall be showed before 
the whole congregation. 

27 Whoso *diggeth a pit shall fall there- 
in: and he that rolleth a stone, it will 
return upon him. ; 

28 A lying tongue hateth those that are 
afflicted by it ; and a flattering mouth work- 
eth ruin. 

CHAP EER xe VET; 


1 Observations of self-love, 5 of true love, 11 of care to 
avoid offences, 23 and of the household care. 


OAST ° not thyself of #to-morrow ; for 
1D thou knowest not what a day may 
bring forth. 

2 Let “another man praise thee, and not 
thine own mouth; a stranger, and not 
thine own lips. 

3 A stone zis Sheavy, and the sand 


PROVERBS XXVIII. 


True friendship. 


A. M. 3304. 


weighty; but a fool’s wrath ts “g'e"t0: 


heavier than them both. 

4 Wrath zs |lecruel, and anger *zs outra- 
geous; but 4who is able to stand before 
envy ?t 

5 Open® rebuke is better than secret love. 
6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; 
but the kisses of an enemy are # deceitful. 
7 The full soul §loatheth a honey-comb; 
but to the hungry soul every bitter thing 
is sweet. 

8 As a bird that wandereth from her 
nest, so is a man that wandereth from his 
place. 

9 Ointment and perfume rejoice the 
heart: so doth the sweetness of a man’s 
friend |! by hearty counsel. 

10 Thine own friend, and thy father’s 
friend, forsake not; neither go into thy 
brother’s house in the day of thy calam- 
ity: for "better is a neighbor that is near 
than a brother far off. 

11 My son, be wise, and make my heart 
glad,’ that I may answer him that re- 
proacheth me. 

12 A prudent man iforeseeth the evil, 
and hideth himself; but the simple pass 
on, and are punished. 

13 Take his garment that is surety for 
a stranger, and take a pledge of him for a 
strange woman. 

14 He that blesseth his friend with a 
loud voice, rising early in the morning, it 
shall be counted a curse to him. 

15 A *eontinual dropping in a very 
rainy day and a contentious woman are 
alike. 





t Or, whisperer. Heb. is silent. 
% Heb. chambers. || Or, isknown. * Heb. maketh his voice gra- 
cious. + Or, hatred is covered in secret. a Psa.7: 15,16. b Luke 
12:19; James 4:13, 16. 4 Heb. to-morrow day. © chap. 25: 27. 
% Heb. heaviness. || Heb. cruelty, * Heb, an overflowing. 4 1 

21. Coals—to burning coals; coals added to a 
heap of burning coals, which makes the fire hotter. 

23. Burning lips; lips that make warm pro- 
fessions of love. Svzlver dross; glittering, yet 
worthless. 

27. Rolleth ; in order that it may overwhelm 
others. Return upon him; fall back upon him 
by the slipping of his hands. By some unforeseen 
turn of events the mischief which he was preparing 
for others shall fall upon himself. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

4, 5. In dealing with the ignorant and self-con- 
ceited great wisdom is necessary, lest, on the one 
side we make ourselves like them, or, on the other, 
fail to put to silence their foolish words. 

8. All preferment is thrown away upon the 
foolish. 

9. It is the part of folly to pervert to its own 
injury that which was designed for its profit. 

16: They who have no good reason to give for 
their conduct, are most inclined to despise the coun- 
sels of the wise. 

17. Intermeddlers always bring themselves into 
trouble. 

19. Falsehood and deception do not become either 
innocent or harmless because practised in sport ; the 


* Heb. without wood. 





John 3:12. + Or, jealousy; chap. 6:34. e chap, 28:23, f Psa. 
141:5. $ Or, earnest, or frequent. Q Heb. treadeth under foot. 
g Job6:7. || Heb. from the counsel of the soul. b chap. 18:24. 


i chap. 23:15, 24. j Psa. 57:1-3. k chap. 19:13. 





find that at God’s bar these are treated as heinous 
offences. 

20. Since talebearers exist in every community, 
the best way is to rebuke them, and close our ears 
to their words. Where the people have wisdom to 
do this. strife will cease. 

21. The contentious man’s tongue is “set on fire 
of hell;” and he sets on fire the whole community 
in which he dwells. 

24-26. The weapons of malice are flattery, hy- 
pocrisy, and deceit, but God’s providence will strip 
off its disguises, and expose its wickedness before 


the world. 
CHAPTER XXVII. 

5. Secret love ; love that through false tender- 
ness, or fear of giving offence, fails to reprove and 
correct the faults of a friend. 

9. The sweetness of a man’s friend ; his sweet 
words of friendship. 

10. Neither go into thy brother's house ; that 
is, as the preceding and following words show, 
Forsake not a tried family friend who is near at 
hand, for a brother who is far off. 

14. A curse to him; to the man who blesses his 
friend. Such praise will be suspected as insincere 
and selfish, and therefore reckoned as bad as a curse. 





deceiver who excuses himself on this ground will 


15. A continual dropping ; see chap. 19:13. 
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Diligence rewarded. 


A. M. soo. “16 Whosoever hideth her hideth 
the wind, and the ointment of his right 
hand, which bewrayeth itself. 
17 Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man 
sharpeneth the countenance of his friend. 
18 Whoso *keepeth the fig-tree shall eat 


the fruit thereof: so he that > waiteth on 


his master shall be honored. 

19 Asin water face answereth to face, so 
the heart of man to man. 

20 Hell‘and destruction are *never full ; 
so the ‘eyes of man are never satisfied. 

21 As the fining-pot for silver, and the 
furnace for gold; so zs a man to his praise. 

22 Though *thou shouldest bray a fool 
in a mortar among wheat with a pestle, yet 
will not his foolishness depart from him. 

23 Be thou diligent to know the state of 
thy flocks, and t look well to thy herds: 

24 For triches are ‘not for ever: and 
doth the crown endure to Severy genera- 
tion ? 

25 The hay appeareth, and the tender 
grass® showeth itself, and herbs of the 
mountains are gathered. 

26 The lambs are for thy clothing, and 
the goats are the price of the field. 

27 And thou shalt have goats’ milk enough 
for thy food, for the food of thy household, 
and for the !'maintenance for thy maidens. 





a 1Cor.9:7, 13. b Mark 10:43; Col. 3:22; 
e chap. 30:16. * Heb. mot. d Eccl. 1:8, e¢ Isa.1:5; Jer. 5:3. 
{ Heb. set thy heart. $ Heb. strength. {James 1:10, 11. Heb. 
generation and generation. g Psa. 104:14. || Heb. /ife. Lev. 
26:17, 36; Psa. 53:5. * Or, men of understanding and wisdom 


IPet 2238-21. 


PROVERBS XXVIII. 


Fruits of impiety. 
CHAPTER XXVIII. - 


General observations of impiety and religious integrity. 
HE wicked flee when "no man pursueth: 
but the righteous are bold as a lion. 

2 For the transgression of a land many 
are the princes thereof: but by *a man of 
understanding and knowledge the state 
thereof shall be prolonged. 

3 A ‘poor man that oppresseth the poor 
is like a sweeping rain t which leaveth no 
food. 

4 They that! forsake the law praise the 
wicked: but such as keep the law *con- 
tend with them. 

5 Evil'men understand not judgment: 
but they ™that seek the Lorp understand 
all things. 

6 Better is the poor that walketh in his 
-uprightness, than he that is perverse in 

his ways, though he be rich. 

7 Whoso keepeth the law zs a wise son: 
but he that #is a companion of riotous 
men shameth his father. 
| 8 He that by "usury and Sunjust gain 

increaseth his substance, he shall gather 
‘it for him that will pity the poor. 

| 9 He that °turneth away his ear from 
hearing the law, even his prayer shall be 
-abomination. 

10 Whoso causeth the righteous to go 
shall they likewise be. i Mat. 18:28, 30. f Heb. twtthout food. 
j Psa. 10:3. k Eph.5:11. 1 Psa. 92:6. m John 7:17; 1 Cor. 


2:15; 1 John 2:20,27. $¢ Or, feedeth gluttons. n Job 27:16. 
@ Heb. by increase. 0 Zech. 7:11. 











16. Hideth her; seeks to conceal within doors 
her unseemly behavior. Hideth the wind; that 
is, tries to hide it, which is a vain undertaking. 
Bewrayeth itself; betrays him, proclaims its 
presence. His effort to conceal her folly is like 
attempting to conceal the fragrant ointment upon 
his right hand. 

17. Sharpeneth the countenance of his friend; 
a sharpened countenance implies a sharpened mind, 
that is, a mind made more active and vigorous. 

21. Aman tohis praise ; praise is the crucible in 
which a man’s character is tried and truly appears. 

22. Bray ; pound. 

24. Are not for ever; are an uncertain posses- 
sion, requiring vigilance and industry for their pres- 
ervation. Doth the crown endure; even regal 
dignity is liable to be lost through want of vigi- 
lance and wise management. 

25. Are gathered ; by the prudent husbandman. 

26. The price of the field; thou canst give 
them in pay for a field purchased. 

27 Shalt have goat's milk enough; that is, 
by complying with the precept given above, ver. 23. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


1. He who makes confident plans for the future, 


forgets his dependence on divine Providence and 
prepares himself for bitter disappointment. 

2. The blinding influence of self-love makes us 
poor judges of our own good qualities. For this 
reason self-commendation is always unseemly. 

3. A wise man’s wrath is under the control of 
reason; but a fool’s rage has no bounds. 

4. Mere anger is temporary; but envy, like a 

isonous serpent, is ever watching for an oppor- 
tunity to strike its victim. 


6. True love, properly exercised, will not with- 
hold timely reproof through fear of giving offence. 
Lev. 19:17. 

7. A deep sense of want makes men ready to 
accept help upon any terms. The highest illustra- 
tion of this is in the case of lost sinners, to whom 
Christ's salvation is offered through repentance, 
faith, and daily self-denial. 

11.. The wisdom of children is the best defence 
of their parents. 

17. It is only by the contact of mind with mind 
that it can attain to its highest vigor and strength, 
as it respects either the intellect or the affections. 

19. Since all hearts answer to each other as face 
to face in water, the foundation of a true knowledge 
of human nature is the knowledge of ourselves. 

22, Nothing is so incorrigible as human folly. 

23-27. The price of an honorable and comfortable 
competency is diligence and good management. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 

2. For; because of. Many are the princes 
thereof; it is continually changing rulers, as we 
see illustrated in the history of Israel, after the 
revolt of the ten tribes: which is a sore calamity 
to a nation. ; re 

3. A poor man ; in eastern countries avaricious 
men. destitute alike of property and principle, often 
obtain the government of provinces, which they 
plunder at pleasure. 

8. For him that will pity the poor ; God will 
take it from him, and give it te him that will pity 
the poor. 

10. Causeth the righteous to go astray ; seeks 
to lead him astray. The upright; whom he 
sought to mislead. ; 
799 





Righteous and wicked 


astray in an evil way, he shall fall him- 
self into his own pit: but the upright 
shall have good things in possession. 

11 The rich man 2s wise in *his own 
conceit; but the poor that hath under- 
standing searcheth him out. 

12 When righteous men do rejoice, there 
is great glory: but when the wicked rise, 
a man is f hidden. 

13 He that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper: but whoso *confesseth and for- 
saketh them shall have mercy. 

14 Happy zs the man that feareth al- 
ways: but he that »hardeneth his heart 
shall fall into mischief. 

15 Asaroaring lion, and a ranging bear; 
so ts a Wicked ruler over the poor people. 

16 The prince that wanteth understand- 
ing ts also a great oppressor: but he that 
hateth covetousness shall prolong his 
days. 

17 A man that doeth violence to the 
blood of any person shall flee to the pit; 
let no man stay him. 

18 Whoso walketh °uprightly shall be 
saved: but he that is perverse in his ways 
shall fall at once. 

19 He that tilleth his land shall have 
plenty of bread: but he that followeth 
after vain persons shall have poverty 
enough. 

20 A faithful man shall abound with 
blessings: but he that maketh haste to 
be rich shall not be # innocent. 

21 To have respect of persons is not 
good: for, for a piece of bread that man 
will transgress. 


PROVERBS XXIX. 


rulers contrasted. 


22 He ‘that Shasteth to be rich *,%505 . 
hath an evil eye, and considereth not that 
poverty shall come upon him. 

23 He that rebuketh a man, afterwards 
shall find more favor than he that flat- 
tereth with the tongue. 

24 Whoso robbeth his father or his 
mother, and saith, It 7s no transgression ; 
the same zs the companion of a |i destroyer. 

25 He that is of a proud heart stirreth 
up strife: but he that putteth his trust 
in the Lorp shall be made fat. 

26 He that trusteth in his own heart 
is a fool: but whoso walketh wisely, he 
shall be delivered. 

27 He that giveth unto the poor shall 
not lack: but he that hideth his eyes 
shall have many a curse. 

28 When the wicked rise, men hide 
themselves: but when they perish, the 
righteous increase. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


1 Observations of public government, 15 and of private. 
22 Of anger, pride, thievery, cowardice, and corrup- 
tion. 


E,* that being often reproved hard- 
eneth fis neck, shall ‘suddenly be 
destroyed, and that without remedy. 

2 When the righteous are tin author- 
ity, the people frejoice: but when the 
wicked beareth rule, the people mourn. 

3 Whoso "loveth wisdom rejoiceth his 
father: but ‘he that keepeth company 
with harlots spendeth his substance. 

4 The king by judgment establisheth 
the land: but the that receiveth gifts 
overthroweth it. 





* Heb. Ais eyes. f Or, sought for. a Psa, 32:3,5; 1John1:8, 
10, b Rom. 2:5. ¢ Psa. 84:11. $ Or, unpunished, 4 1 Tim. 
% Or, hath an evil eye hasteth to he rich. || Heb. man de- 


e 1Sam. 2:34, fF Or, in- 


stroying. * Heb, .4 man of reproofs. 
h chap. 10:1. i Luke 


creased. f Esther 8:15. g Esther 3:15. 
15:13, 30. Heb. a man of oblations. 





11. Searcheth him out ; finds out his folly. 
12. Great glory ; the state is prosperous and 
honored. A man ts hidden ; a good man is driven 
into obscurity. 

14. Feareth; God. Hardeneth his heart ; 
against God’s authority. 

16. A great oppressor; it is implied that he 
shall also come to a violent end. 

17. Doeth violence to the blood of any person ; 
is laden with the guilt of shedding human blood. 
Shall flee to the pit; shall go down speedily to 
the dead. Stay him; prevent his going to the 


it. 
: 22. Hasteth to be rich; is greedy of gain, and 
uses unlawful means to procure it. 
24. A destroyer; a dissolute spendthrift. 
26. Wisely ; with cireumspection and self-dis- 


/ 


trust. 

27. Hideth his eyes ; from their wants. Many 

a curse; from God and man. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Guilt is timorous, and innocence bold. 

2. God punishes wicked and corrupt nations by 
giving them up to frequent and violent changes of 
government, with all the confusion and misery that 
follow in their train. | 

4. Wicked men are naturally inclined to take 
part with those who are, like themselves, against 
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the righteous. Hence there must be a perpetual 
conflict between the two classes. 

12. Upright rulers are the glory and strength of 
a nation; and wicked men its shame and ruin. 

13. There is but one way to escape the ruinous 
consequences of sin, which is by confessing and for- 
saking it. 

16. The highest wisdom of a prince is to seek the 
welfare of the people committed to his care, for in 
their prosperity lie his own quiet and security. 

17. That the murderer shall die is a divine ordi- 
nance. All who seek to set it aside, oppose them- 
selves alike to the wisdom of God and the welfare 
of the community. 

21. The elevation of selfish and unprincipled men 
to office is a great public calamity; they will per- 
vert justice, and sacrifice the highest interests of 
the people for private emolument. 

22. The avaricious man, who scruples not to use 
unjust means for the increase of his estate, is on 
the highway to final poverty and ruin. 

- 23. Honest dealing with offenders is the way to 
secure their respect. 

26. The absence of self-distrust is a certain sign 
of folly and approaching destruction. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 
4, Gifts; bribes to pervert judgment. 
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Words of 


Rew. 5S Aman that flattereth his neigh- 
bor spreadeth a net for his feet. 

6 In the transgression of an evil man 
there is a*snare: but the righteous doth 
sing and rejoice. 

7 The righteous considereth the cause 
of the poor: but the wicked regardeth 
not to know it. 

8 Scornful men *bring a city into a 
snare: but wise men turn »away wrath. 

9 If a wise man contendeth with a 
foolish man, whether he rage or laugh, 
there is no rest. 

10 Thet bloodthirsty © hate the upright : 
but the just seek his soul. 

11 A fool uttereth all his mind: but a 
wise man keepeth it in till afterwards. 

12 If a ruler hearken to hes, all his 
servants are wicked. 

13 The poor and the ‘deceitful man 
meet together: the Lorn? lighteneth both 
their eyes. 

14 The king that faithfully judgeth 
the poor, his throne shall be * established 
for ever. 

15 The rod and reproof give wisdom: 
but a child left to himself bringeth his 
mother to shame. 

16 When the wicked are multiplied, 
transgression increaseth: but the right- 
eous shall see their fall. 

a Job 18:8,10. * Or, seta city on fire. b Ezek. 22:30. + Heb. 
Men of blood. c¢ 2 Chron. 18:7; 1 John, 3:12,13.  $ Or, usurer ; 


Mat. 9:9; 1 Cor.6:10. d Eph.2:1. e Psa.89:2. f 1Sam.3:1; 
Amos 8; 11-13. @ Or, is made naked. g Psa. 119:2. || Or, mat- 





PROVERBS XXIX. : 


the wise 


17 Correct thy son, and he shall give 
thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto 
thy soul. 

18 Where there is no ‘vision, the peo- 
ple Sperish: but She that keepeth the law, 
happy zs he. 

19 A servant will not be corrected by 
words: for though he understand he will 
not answer. 

20 Seest thou a man that is hasty in his 
words ?!| there ts more hope of a fool than 
of him. . 

21 He that delicately bringeth up his 
servant from a child shall have him be- 
come his son at the length. 

22 An angry man stirreth up strife, and 
a furious man aboundeth in transgression. 

23 A man’s "pride shall bring him low: 
but honor shall uphold the humble in 
spirit. 

24 Whoso is partner with a thief hateth 
his own soul: he heareth cursing, and 
bewrayeth zt not. 

25 The 'fear of man bringeth a snare: 
but whoso /putteth his trust in the Lorp 
shall be *sate. 

26 Many seek the fruler’s favor; but* ev- 
ery man’s judgment cometh from the Lorp. 

27 An unjust man zs an abomination to 
the just: and he that is upright in the 
way vs abomination to the wicked. 





ters, “bh Dan.'6; 20,215 Mat, 23:12; Actss12 323) James.4.si0: 
i Gen. 12:12; 20:11. j Eccl. 7:18. * Heb. set on high. } Heb. 
face of aruler, k& Psa. 62; 12. 





6. Doth sing and rejoice ; because his path is 
free from snares. 

8. Bring a city into a snare; or, as the mar- 
inal reading, Set it on fire; fill it with strife and 
action. Turn away wrath; appease the angry 

passions of the people, and avert (rod’s anger. 

9. No rest ; to the wise man. He will find ita 
bootless and uncomfortable contest. 

10. Seek his soul; love him, and protect his 
life and interests. 

13. Deceitful man; or as the marginal read- 
ing, “ usurer;” who loans to the poor. See chap. 
22:2. Lighteneth both their eyes; Mat. 5: 45. 
Since they both share God’s common bounty, they 
are Hetng to regard and treat each other as breth- 
ren. 

18. Vision ; revelation of divine truth. Per- 
ish ; or, as the Hebrew may be rendered, are made 
dissolute. Keepeth the law; this implies that he 
lives where there is a “ vision.” 

19. Words ; that is, mere words. Understand; 
the commands and reproofs of his master. An- 
swer; in a dutiful spirit; that is, he will not ren- 
der prompt obedience. The proverb inculcates the 
necessity of timely chastisement. 

21. Delicately bringeth up ; spoils by indul- 
gence. Become his son at the length ; the servant 
will, in the issue, claim to be treated as a son. 
But we may understand this proverb of the care- 
ful training of a servant of superior worth, so that 
in the end he takes the place of a son to his master. 
Compare chap. 17: 2. 

24. Heareth cursing, and bewrayeth it not ; 
is privy to or conceals the false oaths of his compan- 
ion, and thus shares with him the*guilt of perjury. 





25. Bringeth a snare; leads us in many ways 
into sin. 

26. Cometh from the Lord ; it is to him alone 
that we can confidently look for justice and deliv- 
erance. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Obstinate resistance to reproof is an alarming 
indication of approaching ruin. 

2. Since the welfare of a state depends upon the 
character of its rulers, it is the duty of all who 
exercise the elective franchise to prefer the right- 
eous above the wicked, and to elevate to ottice 
able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating 
covetousness. 

4. No government or community can prosper in 
which the administration of justice is corrupted by 
bribery. 

9. No controversy is more profitless than that 
which is carried on with one who cannot feel the 
force of sound arguments. 

15. No child becomes wise and virtuous by pur- 
suing his own inclinations, but only by faithful 
instruction and discipline. 

18. The faithful dispensation of divine truth is 
the only hope of a nation. Where this is wanting, 
the people will sink into ignorance and corruption 
till their destruction becomes inevitable. 

_ 25. He who is swayed by the opinions of his fel- 
low-men, rather than by God’s word, will be betray- 
ed into innumerable sins and errors, which will 

rove a snare to his soul. It is only by faith in 
God that we can overcome the fear of man, and 
pursue with steadfastness a course of integrity. 

27. The whole history of the world from the 
beginning, is but a fulfilment of the —— decla- 

0 


Confession, prayer, 


CHAPTER XXX. 


1 Agur’s confession of his faith. 7 The two points of 
his prayer. 10 The meanest are not to be wronged. 
11 Four wicked generations. 15 Four things insa- 
tiable. 17 Parents are not to be despised. 18 Four 
things hard to be known. 21 Four things intolerable. 
24 Four things exceeding wise. 29 Four things 
stately. 32 Wrath is to be prevented. 


HE words of Agur the son of Jakeh, 
even the prophecy: the man spake 
unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal: 

2 Surely I am more *brutish than any 
man, and have not the understanding of 
a man. 

3 1 neither learned wisdom, nor *have 
the knowledge of the holy. 

4 Who hath ascended up into heaven, 
or descended? who hath gathered the 
wind in his fists? who hath bound the 
waters in a garment? who hath estab- 
lished all the ends of the earth? what zs 
his name, and » what zs his son’s name, 
if thou canst tell? 

5 Every word of God is tpure: he is a 
shield® unto them that put their trust in 
him. 

6 Add ‘thou not unto his words, lest he 
reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. 

7 Two things have I required of thee ; 
deny * me them not before I die: 

8 Remove far from me vanity and lies ; 
give me neither poverty nor riches; feed 
me with food $convenient for me: 

9 Lest °I be full, and !!deny thee, and 
say, Who zs the Lorn? or lest I be poor, 
and steal, and take the name of my God 
in vain. 

10 Accuse *not a servant unto his mas- 
ter, lest he curse thee, and thou be found 
guilty. 

11 There is a generation that curseth 
their father, and doth not bless their 
mother. 

12 There is a generation that are pure 
b Isa. 53:8 fF Heb. purified ; 
Psa. 12:6. ¢ Psa. 84:11; 118:9-11, d Rev. 22: 18,19. Heb. 


withhold not from me. Heb. af my allowance. e Neh, 9:25, 
26. || Heb. belie. * Heb. hurt not with thy tongue. f Luke 18:11, 





a Psa, 73:22. * Heb. know. 


PROVERBS XXX. 


and sayings of Agur. 


in their own eyes, and yet is not *3% M0 
washed‘ from their filthiness. 

13 There is a generation, oh how lofty 
are their eyes! and their eyelids are lift- 
ed. up. 

14 There is a generation, whose teeth 
are as swords, and their jaw teeth as 
knives, to devour the poor from off the 
earth, and the needy from among men. 

15 The horseleech hath two daughters, 
crying, Give, give. There are three things 
that are never satisfied, yea, four things 
say nof, tit 2s enough: 

16 The "grave; and the barren womb ; 
the earth that is not filled with water; 
and the fire that saith not, It is enough. 

17 The ‘eye that mocketh at his father, 
and despiseth to obey his mother, the 
ravens of the #valley shall pick it out, 
and the young eagles shall eat it. 

18 There be three things which are too 
wonderful for me, yea, four which I 
know not: 

19 The way of an eagle in the air; the 
way of a serpent upon a rock; the way 
of a ship in the $midst of the sea; and 
the way of a man with a maid. 

20 Suchzs the way of an adulterous wo- 
man; she eateth, and wipeth her mouth, 
and saith, I have done no / wickedness. 

21 For three things the earth is disqui- 
eted, and for four which it cannot bear: 

22 For a servant when he * reigneth ; 
and a fool when he is filled with meat; 

23 For an odious woman when she is 


married; and a handmaid that is heir to” 


her mistress. 

24 There be four things which are little 
upon the earth, but they are |lexceeding 
wise: 

25 The ‘ants are a people not strong, 
yet they prepare their meat in the sum- 
mer ; 
etc. g Amos 8:4; Hab. 3:14.  f Heb. Wealth. h Hab. 2:5. 
i chap. 20:20; Gen.9:2225; Lev.20:9.  $ Or, brook. % Or, 


heart. j chap.7:14. k 2Kings, 8:12. || Heb. wise made wise ; 
Job 39:1, etc. 1 chap. 6:6, 7. 








ration in Eden: “I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed.” 


CHAPTER XXX. 


1. The words of Agur; this and the following 
chapter constitute an appendix to the last part of 
the book of Proverbs. 

3. The holy ; God. 

4. Ascended up into heaven, or descended— 
established all the ends of the earth: these are 
descriptions of the various operations of God. What 
ts his name ; to know God’s name is to know God 
himself, for his name expresses the sum of his at- 
tributes. What ts his son’s name; @ very re- 
markable expression, in which the Spirit of prophe- 
cy seems to point to the future revelation of God’s 
’ only begotten Son. John 3:13; Eph. 4:9, 10. 

. Found a liar ; in thy additions to his words. 
7. Before I die; that is, until I die. 
802 





8. Vanity ; folly and wickedness. 

9. Take the name of my God in vain; by 
false oaths, intended to cover the sin of stealing. 

10. He; the servant. Guilty; of calumny, 
and so suffer punishment. 

11-14. Generation; class of persons. Through 
the remainder of this chapter the number four pre- 
vails. Here we have four classes of sinners: the 
undutiful towards their parents, the self-righteous, 
the proud, and the avaricious. im 

15. Two daughters ; put here to represent-her 
entire race. 
duces four other insatiable things. 

17. Pick it owt—eat tt; a thing which hap- 
fic to bodies that have been gibbeted, or left un- 

uried on the battle-field. 

18. Too wonderful for me ; that is, whose way 
I cannot trace. 

20. Eateth; spoken figuratively of her sinful 
enjoyment. 
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The words of Lemuel. 


&-M.204. 96 The coniesare but a feeble* folk, 


yet make they their houses in the rocks; 

27 The locusts have no king, yet go 
they forth all of them *by bands; 

28 The spider taketh hold with her 
hands, and is in kings’ palaces. 

29 There be three things which go well, 
yea, four are comely in going: 

30 A lion, which is strongest among 
beasts, and turneth not away for any; 

31 Af greyhound; ahe goatalso; anda 
king, against whom there zs no rising up. 

32 If thou hast done foolishly in lifting 
up thyself, or if thou hast thought evil, 
lay »thy hand upon thy mouth. 

33 Surely the churning of milk bring- 
eth forth butter, and the wringing of the 
nose bringeth forth blood: so the ¢ fore- 
ing of wrath bringeth forth strife. 


CHAPTER XXXI 


1 Lemuel’s lesson of chastity and temperance. 
afflicted are to be comforted and defended. 
praises and properties of a good wife. 


HE words of king Lemuel, the proph- 
ecy that his 4mother taught him. 

2 What,my son? and what, the son ofmy 
womb? and what, the son of my vows? 

3 Give not thy strength unto women, nor 
thy ways to * that which destroyeth kings. 

4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, zt zs not 
for kings to drink wine; nor for princes 
strong drink: 

5 Lest they ‘drink, and forget the law, 
and # pervert the judgment of Sany of the 
afflicted. 

6 Give strong drink unto him that is 
ready to perish, and wine unto those 
that be liof heavy hearts. 

a Psa. 104:18. * Heb. gathered together. 
girt in the loins. » Job 40:4; Rom. 3:19.  ¢ chap. 17:14. 


d 2Tim. 1:5; 3:15. e Hosea4:11. f Hab.2:5. $ Heb. alter. 
% Heb. all the sons of affliction. || Heb. bitter of soul; 1 Sam. 


6 The 
10 The 





; Or, horse ; Heb. 





26. Contes ; a small animal, different from our 
coney, living among the rocks, and distinguished 
for sagacity. 

28. The spider ; or house-lizard, which 1s very 
frequent in Palestine. 

32. In lifting up thyself; with a haughty 
and contentious spirit. This seems to be a caution 
wgainst the spirit of self-aggrandizement, which is 
contentious and prone to evil devices. Lay thy 
Gere aren thy mouth; be silent, and humble 
thyself. 

33. The forcing of wrath ; in a struggle for 
place and power. Bringeth forth strife; in 
which the ambitious man will be involved to his 
injury. Here we have a dissuasive from the sin 
mentioned in the preceding verse. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. Those best qualified to instruct others are 
most humble and diffident in respect to their own 
attainments. 

6. They who add to God’s word, under whatever 
pretext, substitute human wisdom for divine truth, 
and God will call them to an account for their 
folly and wickedness. ‘. , 

8. The most desirable outward condition is that 


PROVERBS XXXI. 








The virtuous woman. 


7 Let him drink, and forget his poverty, 
and remember his misery no more. 

8 Open thy mouth for the dumb in the 
cause of all *such as are appointed to 
destruction. 

9 Openthy mouth, judge righteously, and 
plead the cause of the poor and needy. 

10 | Who “can find a ‘virtuous wom- 
an? for her price zs far above rubies. 

11 The heart of her husband doth safe- 
ly trust in her, so that he shall have no 
need of spoil. 

12 She will do him good and not evil 
all the days of her life. 

13 She seeketh wool, and flax, and work- 
eth willingly with her hands. 

14 She is like the merchants’ ships; 
she bringeth her food from afar. 

15 She riseth also while it is yet night, 


_and giveth meat to her household, and a 


portion to her maidens. 

16 She considereth a field, and ft buyeth 
it: with the fruit of her hands she plant- 
eth a vineyard. 

17 She girdeth her loins with strength, 
and strengtheneth her arms. 

'L8 She tperceiveth that her merchandise 
is good: her candle goeth not out by night. 

19 She layeth her hands to the spindle, 
and her hands hold the distaff. 

20 She § stretcheth out her hand to the 
poor; /yea, she reacheth forth her hands 
to the needy. 

21 She is not afraid of the snow for her 
household: for all her household are 
clothed with | scarlet. 

22 She maketh herself coverings of tap- 
estry; her clothing zs silk and purple. 

23 Her husband is known in the gates, 
0 g Job 29:15, 16; Iea.1:17; « 





1:10. ™* Heb. the sons of. 
22:16, _b Eccl. 7:28. ichap. 12:4, Heb. taketh. 
tasteth. 4 4 Heb. spreadeth. j Psa. 41:1; Heb. 13:16. 
double garments. 


} Heb. 
|| Or, 





of a moderate competency, free alike from the temp- 
tations of wealth and poverty. 

18. There are innumerable deeds of darkness 
which elude all human vigilance; but God will 
expose and punish them at the last day. 

32. The spirit of ambition and self-aggrandize- 
ment is as foolish as it is wicked. It involves men 
in angry contention, hypocrisy, falsehood, and dis- 
honest artifices, often to their ruin, both for this 
world and eternity. 


CHAPTER XXXI. 


2. What, my son? this exclamation of Lemuel's 
mother implies apprehension in respect to the sins 
against which she warns him, if not remonstrance 
against the present practice of them. Son of my 
vows; 1 Sam. 1: 27, 28. 

18. Perceiveth ; well understands from her own 
experience. 

20. Stretcheth out her hand to the poor; her 
industry has for its object not siraply the accumu- 
lation of wealth, but the means of doing good. 

23. Known in the gates; where courts are 
held, and public business is transacted. Her worth 
confers honor upon him. 

803: 


All things here 


when he sitteth among the elders of the 
land. 

24 She maketh fine linen, and selleth zt; 
and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. 

25 Strength and honor are her clothing ; 
and she shall rejoice in time to come. 
-26 She *openeth her mouth with wis- 
dom; and in her tongue zs the law of 
kindness. 

27 She looketh well to the ways of her 


ECCLESIASTES I. 





household, and eateth not the bread of 
idleness. 


below are vain. 


28 Her children arise up, and 4% ins 
call her blessed; her husband also, and 
he praiseth her. 

29 Many daughters have *done virtu- 
ously, but thou excellest them all. 

30 Favor is deceitful, and beauty ts 
vain: but a woman that feareth the Lorn, 
she shall be praised. 

31 Give her of the ‘fruit of her hands ; 
and let her own works praise her in the 
gates. 





ECCLESIASTES; OR, 


GCEAP? hi. 


The Preacher showeth that all human courses are 
vain: 4 because the creatures are restless in their 
courses, 9 they bring forth nothing new, and all old 
things are forgotten, 12 and because he hath found it 
so in the studies of wisdom. : 


HE words of the ¢Preacher, the son 
of David, king in Jerusalem. 
2 Vanity of vanities, saith the Preach- 
er, vanity of vanities; ®all is vanity. 
3 What profit hath a man of all his la- 
bor which he taketh under the sun? 
4 One generation passeth away, and 


— 


THE PREACHER. 


another generation cometh : but the earth 
abideth for ever. 

5 The fsun also ariseth, and the sun 
goeth down, and thasteth to his place 
where he arose. 

6 The wind goeth toward the south, 
and turneth about unto the north; it 
whfyleth about continually, and the wind 
returneth again according to his cir- 
cuits. | 

7 All the "rivers run into the sea; yet 
the sea zs not full: unto the place from 





al Pet. 3: 1-6. 
c Mat. 7: 16, 20. 


* Or, gotten riches. b Eccl. 7:18; 12:13. 
d chap. 12: 8-10. e Psa.39:5,6; 144:4; Mark 


8:36, 37. f Psa. 19:5,6. + Heb. panteth. g John3: 8, h Psa. 


104: 8, 9. 





29. Many daughters —ezxcellest them all; 
these are the words of her husband. 

30. Favor; outward grace. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3-5. Iixcessive indulgence is always unseemly 
and ruinous to both health and intellect; but it is 
especially unbecoming in magistrates, whom God 
has appointed to administer justice in his name, 
and to whom the people naturally look for an ex- 
ample of sobriety and uprightness. 

6. The use of wine and other intoxicating drinks 
as a beverage, may well be given up, as a measure 
of safety to ourselves and benefit to others, on the 
principle stated by Paul, Rom. 14:21. 

10-31. In the closing passage of the book of 
Proverbs, the pen of inspiration has given, for the 
instruction of all ages, the character of a “ virtuous 
woman,” such as every wise man will choose for 
his companion in life. It consists not in the fasci- 
nation of outward accomplishments, which are too 
often united with idleness, prodigality, and a selfish, 
contentious spirit; but rather in industry, good 
management, authority over her household, and 
the spirit of love and kindness. Such a woman 
will confer honor upon her husband, and make him 
prosperous and happy, however she may be under- 
valued by those who are too ignorant to under- 
stand in what female worth consists. 


CHAPTER I. 


2. Vanity of vanities; utter vanity. So “holy 
of holies,” as it is in the original, means, most holy, 
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Exod. 30:36; and “ revolters of revolters,” griev- 
ous revolters. Jer. 6: 28. 

3. Profit; solid and permanent good. Under 
the sun; an expression applied in this book to all 
earthly objects. 

These two verses give the Preacher’s theme, 
which is the vanity of this world considered as the 
soul’s eternal portion. He has made full trial of all 
earthly objects, but has found in none of them a 
permanent and satisfying good, and comes to the 
conclusion that the cheerful enjoyment of God’s 
present gifts is the part of wisdom, for thus we 
make the most of them; but this enjoyment must 
be in the fear of God, who will bring all our works 
into judgment. He explicitly asserts a judgment 
to come; but speaks of life as our Saviour does in 
the words, “The night cometh, when no man can 
work ;” implying, that God’s service on earth, and 
the enjoyment of his earthly gifts, close at death. 
This is not a denial of the future life, as some have 
wrongly maintained, but rather implies a less full 
revelation of its glory than is given us in the New 
Testament. 

_ With the discussion of his great theme, the Preach- 

er intersperses various directions for the right con- 
duct of life, so as to lessen as far as possible its 
evils, and gain the greatest benefit from its bless- 
ings. 

‘47. One generation passeth—return again ; 
all things run the same unvarying round from age 
to age; so that the experience of one generation is 
the experience of all. 














The vanity . 


Rae.” whence the rivers come, ‘thither 


they return “again. 

8 All things are full of labor; man can- 
not utter it: the *eye is not satisfied with 
seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. 

9 The thing that hath been, it is that 
which shall be; and that which is done 
is that which shall be done: and there is 
no °new thing under the sun. 

10 Is there any thing whereof it may be 
said, See, this 7s new? it hath been al- 
ready of old time, which was before us. 

11 There is no remembrance of former 
things; neither shall there be any re- 
membrance of things that are to come 
with those that shall come after. 

12 J I the Preacher was ‘king over Is- 
rael in Jerusalem. 

13 And I gave my heart to seek and 
search out by wisdom concerning all 
things that are done under heaven: this 
sore travail hath ‘God given to the sons 
of man to f be exercised therewith. 

14 1 have seen all the works that are 
done under the sun; and behold, all zs 
vanity and vexation of spirit. 

15 That which is *crooked cannot be 
made straight: and that which is + want- 
ing ‘cannot be numbered. 

16 | communed with mine own heart, 
saying, Lo, l am come to great estate, and 


ECCLESIASTES II. 


of pleasure. 


have gotten more § wisdom than all they - 
that have been before me in Jerusalem: 
yea, my heart had $ great experience of 
wisdom and knowledge. 

17 And*I gave my heart to know wis- 
dom, and to know madness and folly: I 
perceived that this also is vexation of 
spirit. 

18 For in‘much wisdom zs much grief: 
and he that inereaseth knowledge in- 
creaseth sorrow. 


CHAPTER II. 


1 The vanity of human courses in the works of pleas- 
ure. 12 Though the wise be better than the fool, yet 
both have oneevent. 18 The vanity of human labor, 
in leaving it they know not to whom. 24 Nothing 
better than joy in our labor; but that is God’s gift. 


ic JSAID in my heart, Go to now, I will 
prove thee with * mirth ; therefore en- 
joy 'pleasure: and behold, this also is 
vanity. 

2 I said of ™laughter, It is mad: and of 
mirth, What doeth it? 

3 | sought in my heart to !! give myself 
unto "wine, yet acquainting my heart 
with wisdom; and to lay hold on folly, 
till I might see what was that good for the 
sons of men, which they should do under 
the heaven *all the days of their life. 

4 [ made me great works ; I builded me 
houses; I planted me vineyards: 





* Heb. togo. 
etc. 4d Gen. 3:19. 
defect. { Job 11:6. 


a Prov. 27:20. b chap. 7:10. ¢ 1 Kings, 4:1, 
¢ Or, afflict them. e chap. 7:13. 4 Heb. 
g 1 Kings, 4: 29-31; 10:23, 24. Heb. seen 


much, h chap. 7:23, 25; 1 Thes, 5:21, ichap.12:12. j Luke 
12:19, 20. k chap. 8:15, 1Tit. 3:3. m Prov. 14:13. || Heb. draw 
my flesh with, u Prov.20:1. * Heb. the number of the days. 





8. Alf things; all things in this unvarying 
round. It is a round of wearisome and unsatisfy- 
ing toil. The eye—the ear; these represent all 
the human faculties, which are constantly occupied 
with the pursuit of good, but without being sat- 
isfied. 

9. There is no new thing; in science and art 
there may be many new discoveries and inven- 
tions ; but in the course of human experience, which 
is the Preacher's theme, there is nothing new. 

11. There ts no remembrance of former 
things; if any thing appears new, it 1s because 
the former things are forgotten: forgetfulness of the 
past is a characteristic of the human family. 

13. By wisdom ; by philosophic inquiry, a sense 
in which the word -wisdom is often used in this 
book. Sore travail ; wearisome and unsatisfying 
toil. The reference is to “all the works that are 
done under the sun” by men. Ver. 14. 

14. Vexation tle P or, “feeding on the 
wind.” Compare Hosea 12:1 

15. Crooked; in the course of human affairs. 
Numbered ; supplied, so as to be counted among 
the things that are. The vanity of life, growing 
out of what is crooked and wanting in human 
affairs, is without remedy. 

17. To know wisdom—madness and folly ; to 
understand their nature and effects. 

18. He that increaseth knowledge increaseth 
sorrow; he learns how many and great are the 
evils of life, without finding on earth any remedy 
forthem. ‘Thus ended the Preacher’s first experi- 
ment to find satisfaction in the pursuit of wisdom. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 
2. God has exhibited to us the vanity of all earth- 





ly pursuits, that we may make him, and not this 
world, our portion, and may place our happiness in 
learning and doing his will. 

8. Christ alone can give rest to the soul. To 
weary ourselves and waste our day of grace in the 
vain endeavor to find in the world what he only 
can bestow, is an unspeakable folly. 

9. The errors and follies of the present day are 
but a repetition of the errors and follies of past 
ages. One generation after another gives itself up 
to the same vain undertaking, that of gaining from 
this world solid peace and happiness, and meets 
with the same bitter disappointment. The way of 
salvation remains also the same in all ages; a way 
of holy watchfulness, prayerfulness, and self-denial. 
Thus the history of the past, recorded in God’s word, 
becomes a lamp to all succeeding generations. 

18. The mere knowledge of human character and 
life, however deep and full, cannot make men bless- 
ed. It can only show the desperate malady of sin, 
without providing any remedy for it. True happi- 
ness comes only from faith and communion with 


God. 
CHAPTER II. 


1. Enjoy pleasure; the Preacher here records 
his next experiment, which was to find good in the 
pleasures of sense. ; 

3. Yet acquainting my heart with wisdom ; 
chap. 1:13; that is, as he says in the ninth verse 
following, “my wisdom remained with me.” He 
pursued pleasure with discretion, as an earnest 
man who was seeking to find what is the true good. 
To lay hold on jolly ; by folly he means the pleas- 
ures of sense. On these he laid hold, that he might 
learn what good they had to bestow. 
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Vanity of pleasure, 


5 I made me gardens and orchards, and I 
planted trees in them of all kind of fruits : 

6 I made me pools of water, to water 
therewith the wood that bringeth forth 
trees: 

7 I got me servants and maidens, and 
had *servants born in my house; also I 
had great possessions of great and small 
cattle above all that were in Jerusalem 
before me: 

8 I *gathered me also silver and gold, 
and the peculiar treasure of kings and of 
the provinces: I gat me men-singers and 
women-singers, and the delights of the 
sons of men, as musical tinstruments, 
and that of all ° sorts. 

9 So I was great, and increased more 
than all that were before me in Jerusa- 
lem: also my wisdom remained with me. 

10 And whatsoever mine eyes desired 
I kept not from them, I withheld not my 
heart from any joy; for my heart re- 
joiced in all my labor: and ‘this was my 
portion of all my labor. 

11 Then I looked on all the works that 
my hands had wrought, and on the labor 
that I had labored to do: and behold, 
all ©was vanity and vexation of spirit, 
and there was no ‘profit under the sun. 

12 § And I turned myself to behold 
wisdom, and madness, and folly: for 
what can the man do that cometh after 
the king? teven that which hath been 
already done. 

13 Then I saw that! wisdom "excelleth 
folly, as far as light excelleth darkness. 

14 The iwise man’s eyes are in his 
head; but the fool walketh in darkness : 
and I myself perceived also that Jone 
event happeneth to them all. 

15 Then said I in my heart, As it hap- 
peneth to the fool, so it happeneth | even 
to me; and why was I then more wise? 


ECCLESIASTES ITI. 


and of labor. 


Then I said in my heart, that this *,"6°9r 
also 2s vanity. 

16 For there is no *remembrance of the 
wise more than of the fool for ever; see- 
ing that which now is in the days to 
come shall all be forgotten. And how 
dieth! the wise man? as the fool. 

17 Therefore I hated life; because the 
work that is wrought under the sun is 
grievous unto me: for all zs vanity and 
vexation of spirit. 

18 Yea, I hated all my labor which 
I had *taken under the sun: because I 
should leave it unto the man that shall 
be after me. 

19 And who knoweth whether he shall 
be a wise man or a fool? yet ™shall he 
have rule over all my labor wherein I 
have labored, and wherein I have show- 
ed myself wise under the sun. This is 
also vanity. 

20 Therefore I went about to cause my 
heart to despair of all the labor which I 
took under the sun. 

21 For there is a man whose labor is 
in wisdom, and in knowledge, and in 
equity ; yet to a man that hath not la- 
bored therein shall he fleave it for his por- 
tion. This also is vanity and a great evil. 

22 For what "hath man of all his labor, 
and of the vexation of his heart, wherein 
he hath labored under the sun? 

23 For all his days are °sorrows, and 
his travail grief; yea, his heart taketh 
not Prest in the night. This is also 
vanity. 

24 4 There is nothing better for a man, 
than that he should eat and drink, and 
that he should make his soul enjoy good 
in his labor. This also I saw, that it 
was from the hand of God. 

25 For who can eat, or who else can 
hasten hereunto, more than I? 





* Heb. sons of my. a 1 Kings, 9:28; 10:10, etc. + Heb. in- 
strument and instruments. 6 2Chron. 9:11. ¢ chap. 3: 22. 
d 1 John, 2:16,17. e chap. 11:8 f1Tim.6:6.  g chap. 7:26. 
£ Or, in those things which have. % Heb. there is an excellency 
inwisdom more than in. h chap. 7:12; Mal. 3:18; 4:1, 2. i Prov. 


17:24. j Psa.49:10. || Heb. to me, evento me. k Ex.1:6,8. 
1 Heb. 9:27. * Heb. labcred. m 1 Kings, 12:8,etc. f Heb. 
give. nm Mat. 16:26. o Job5:7;3 14:1; Acts 14:22. p Psa, 


127:23 chap. 8:16. $ Or, delight his senses. 4 chap. 5:18:19. 





8. The peculiar treasure of kings and of the 
provinces ; that is, treasure contributed by kings 
and by the provinces. 1Kings,4:21; Exod. 19:0. 

12.° To behold wisdom, and madness, and fol- 
ly ; to compare them together. The Preacher had 
found both earthly wisdom and folly to be vanity, 
and he now inquires what advantage the former 
has over the latter. For what can the man do; 
as much as to say, None can be more competent 
to make this comparison ; for who that comes after 
me will be able to add any thing new to my expe- 
rience? 

13. Wisdom excelleth folly; in its proper 
nature. 

14. Are in his head; where he can use them 
to good purpose. This is the superiority of wisdom 
over folly. One event happeneth to them all; 
wise men and fools dre alike subject to suffering 
and death; so that here, wisdom has no advantage 
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over folly. We must carefully remember that he 
is speaking of the earthly advantages of wisdom. 
Compare the words of the apostle: “ If in this life 
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men 
most miserable.” 1 Cor. 15:19. 

18. Labor; estate accumulated by labor. Be- 
cause I should leave it; another sad disadvan- 
tage under which the wise-man labors. He must 
leave all his estate to his successor, who may be a 
fool. 

24. Nothing better for a man ; that is, noth- 
ing better to be gained from his earthly toil. 
When he enjoys it with a cheerful and contented - 
spirit, he makes the most of it. This also; the 
capacity thus to enjoy the fruits of our labor. 

25. Can hasten hereunto ; canardently engage 
in the enjoyment of worldly good. He confirms 
what he has just said by an appeal to his own ex- 
perience, which was as full as any man’s could be. 





A time for all things. 
A.M.207. 96 For God giveth to a man that 


B. C. 977. 
is good in *his sight wisdom, and know- 
ledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth 
travail, to gather and to heap up, that*he 
may give to him that is good before God. 


This also is vanity and vexation of spirit. 
CHAPTER III. 


1 By the necessary change of times, vanity is added to 

' human travail. 11 There is an excellency in God’s 
works. 16 But as for man, God shall judge his works 
there, and here he shall be like a beast. 


ye every thing there is -a season, and 
a time to every purpose under the 
heaven: 

2 A time to t be born, and a time to * die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up 
that which is planted ; 

3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a 
time to break down, and a time to build up; 

4 A time to ‘weep, and a time to laugh ; 
a time to mourn, and a time to ‘dance ; 

5 A time to cast away stones, and a time 
to gather stones together; a time to em- 
brace,* and a time to frefrain ‘from 
embracing ; 

6 A time to Sget, and a time to lose; a 
time to keep, and a time to cast away ; 

7 A time torend, and atime to sew; atime 
to keep silence, and a time to "speak; 

8 A time to love, and a time to ‘hate; 
a time of war, and a time of peace. 

9 What profit hath he that worketh in 
that wherein he laboreth 2 


ECCLESIASTES III. 


God will judge all. 


10 I have seen the travail, which God 
hath given to the sons of men to be ex- 
ercised in it. 

11 He hath made every thing beautiful 
in his time: also he hath set the world 
in their heart, so that no man can find 
out! the work that God maketh from the 
beginning to the end. 

12 I know that there is no good in them, 
but for a man to rejoice, and to do K so00d 
in his life. 

13 And also that every man should eat 
and drink, and enjoy the good of all his 
labor, it 7s 'the gift of God. 

14 I know that, whatsoever God doeth, 
it shall be for ™ever: "nothing can be put 
to it, nor any thing taken from it: and God 
doeth zt, that men should fear before him. 

15 That which hath been is °now; and 
that which is to be hath already been ; 
and God requireth that which is | past. 

16 §] And moreover I Psaw under the 
sun the place of judgment, that wicked- 
ness was there; and the place of right- 
eousness, that iniquity was there. 

17 I said in my heart, God shall 4judge 
the righteous and the wicked: for there 
is a time there for every purpose and for 
every work. 

18 I said in my heart concerning the 
estate of the sons of men, that *God might 
manifest them, and that they might see 
that they themselves are ‘beasts. 





* Heb. before him; Gen.7:1; Luke 1:6. a Job 27: 16,:17;; 
Prov. 13:22; 28:8, + Heb. bear, b Heb. 9:27, ¢ Rom. 12: 15. 
d Psa. 150:4. e¢1Cor.7:3-5. $¢ Heb. be far from. f Ex. 19:15; 
Joel 2:16. Or, seek. g Amos5:13, h Job 32:4, etc. i Psa. 
139:21; Luke 14:26; Rev. 2:2. j Job 11:7, 8; Rom. 11:33. 

26. This also is vanity; what has been said 
of enjoying one’s labor. It is the most that one 
can gain from it, yet it is unsatisfying. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

11. God gave to Solomon all of this world that 
heart could wish, with wisdom to enjoy it in the 
highest degree. Yet, after a full experience, he 
pronounced the whole to be “vanity and vexation 
of spirit.” From this we learn the folly of ho ing 
‘to gain from this world a satisfying good, and the 
true wisdom of going to God for blessedness. 

15. Since wisdom, the most excellent of all earth- 
¥ possessions, cannot exempt men from suffering, 

isappointment, and death, which are also the lot 
of fools, it is manifest that God designs this world 

to be a place of trial for men, and not their final 
portion. It is only when we thus regard and use 
it, that it ceases to be vanity. 

24. It is our rig 4 and privilege to receive, with 
lad and thankful hearts, the gifts of God’s provi- 
ence, and to oie them without anxious thought 

for the morrow. Thus we gain from them all the 
Ng which they are capable of yielding. But un- 
ess we lift our hearts upwards from the gifts to 
God the infinite Giver, we shall find that “ this 
also is vanity and vexation of spirit.” 


CHAPTER III. 








k Psa. 37:3. I chap. 2:24. m James 1:17. 0 Prov. 30:4. 
o chap. 1:9. || Heb. driven away.  p chap. 5:8; Jer. 6:1, 2. 
q Mat. 25:32; Rom. 2: 6-8; 2Cor.6:10; 2Thess.1:6-10. * Or, 


they might clear God and see; Psa. 51:4. 1 Psa. 49:12, 20; 
73 : 22, 





For the purposes of probation, this is a wise and 
good arrangement. But for the enjoyment of this 
world, which is what the Preacher has in view, it 
is an evil; for it makes all present good uncertain 
and transient. To cast away stones; either to 
mar a field by casting abroad stones upon it, 2 Kings, 
3:19, 25, or to cast away stones in demolishing 
a building. To gather stones together ; the op- 
posite work. 

11. Also he hath set the world in their heart ; 
words of difficult interpretation. The meaning 
may perhaps be, that God often gives men so much 
of earthly good, that their very prosperity becomes 
the occasion of their neglecting to study out and 
understand his works. 

14. Whatsoever God doeth; in ordering the 
course of human affairs. His arrangements are 
unchangeable, and above human control. Should 
fear before him; in view of his supremacy over 
them. : 


up, as it were, for the purpose of causing it to exist 
again. 
of creatures, fruits, and seasons, and the general 
course of human events. ‘ 

17. There ; at God's tribunal. For every pur- 
pose, and for every work; that is, for bringing 
them into judgment. 

18. That God i se manifest them ; that is, 
it is God’s purpose thus to manifest them, to try 
them, and make them known to themselves. This 





God does by subjecting them to the lot of beasts. 
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15. Requireth that which is past; looks it 


This includes both the natural succession. 


oa 


All is vanity and 


19 For that which befalleth the sons of 
men befalleth beasts ; even one thing be- 
falleth them: as the one dieth,,so dieth 
the other; yea, they have all one breath ; 
so that a man hath no preeminence above 
a beast: for all 7s vanity. 

20 All go unto one place; *all are of 
the dust, and all turn to dust again. 

21 Who knoweth the spirit of *man 
that t goeth >upward, and the spirit of the 
beast that goeth downward to the earth ? 

22 Wherefore ‘I perceive that there is 
nothing better, than that a man should 
rejoice in his own works ; for that zs his 
portion: for who shall bring him to see 
what shall be after him? 


CHAP PER TV. 


1 Vanity is increased unto men by oppression, 4 by 
envy, 5 by idleness, 7 by covetousness, 9 by solitari- 
ness, 13 by wilfulness. 


O I returned, and considered all the 
oppressions that are done under the 
sun: and behold the tears of such as were 
oppressed, and they had no comforter ; 
and on the #side of their oppressors there 
was power; but they had no comforter. 
2 Wherefore I praised the dead which 
are already dead, more than the living 
which are yet alive. 
3 Yea, ‘better is he than both they, which 
hath not yet been, who hath not seen the 
evil work that is done under the sun. 


ECCLESIASTES IV. / 


‘and eateth his own flesh. . 


vexation of spirit. — 7 
4 § Again, I considered all trav- "oq. 
ail, and Severy right work, that |! for this 
a man is®envied of his neighbor. This 
is also vanity and vexation of spirit. 

5 The fool! foldeth his hands together, 


6 Better is a handful with quietness, 
than both the hands full with travail and 
vexation of spirit. 

7 4 Then I returned, and I saw vanity 
under the sun. 

8 There is one alone, and there is not a 
second; yea, he hath neither child nor 
brother: yet zs there no end of all his la- 
bor; #neither is his eye satisfied with 
riches; neither saith he, ‘For whom do 
I labor, and bereave my soul of good? 
This is also vanity, yea, it 7s a sore 
travail. 

9 {| Two are better than one; because 
they have a good reward for their labor. 

10 For if they fall, the one will lift up 
his fellow: but woe to him that zs alone 
when he falleth ; for he hath not another 
to help him up. 

11 Again, if two lie together, then they — 
have heat: but how can one be warm 
alone 2 

12 And if one prevail against him, two 
shall withstand him; and a threefold 
cord is not quickly broken. 

13 { Better is a poor and a wise child, 





a Gen. 3:19. * Heb. of the sons of man. 
ing. bchap.12:7. ¢ chap.2:24. ¢ Heb. hand. d Job 3:11, 
ete.; chap. 6:3. @ Heb. all the rightness of. || Heb, this is the 


f+ Heb. is ascend 


f Prov. 6:10, 
i Psa. 39:6. 


envy of aman from. e Gen. 37:4, 11. 
15:16, 17. h Prov. 27:20; 1 John, 2: 16, 


g Prov. 








19-21. That which befalleth—turn to dust 
again ; the simple meaning of these words is, that 
men and beasts alike suffer bodily death. Psa. 
49:20. The “one thing” that befalls both, is the 
death of the body ; the “one breath” of both, is the 
breath of animal life; the “one place” to which 
both go, is the dust. Who knoweth; who can 
discern by his outward senses? At death the spirit 
of a man goes upward to God who gave it, chap. 
12:7, while the spirit of a beast goes downward to 
the earth. But this is something beyond the sphere 
of human observation. So far as this world is con- 
cerned, “as the one dieth, so dieth the other.” 

22. To see what shall be after him; in the 
future of this world. Since no man can foresee 
what shall be after him, he should with a cheerful 
spirit enjoy the present gifts of God’s providence. 

he Preacher does not mean a dissolute enjoyment 
of this world, without the fear of God, but an 
enjoyment which is in his fear. Chap. 11292 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


1. Since 1¢ is God’s plan, that men should be 
subjected to constant changes in this world, and 
should have no permanent and sure possession of 
earthly good, we ought to bear with cheerful resig- 
nation the vicissitudes of life, while we look to the 
future world for “a city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God.” 

19. Sin has brought death upon our bodies and 
laced them on a level with the bodies of beasts. 
ut from this deep humiliation Christ will deliver 

all his people, for he will raise them up at the last 
day, and present them before his Father’s throne, 
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made perfect in soul and body, with everlasting 
joy: 
29, We can know no more of the future than 
what God has been pleased to reveal in his word. 


While then we faithfully perform the duties of the ~ 


present hour, we can safely leave in his hands all 
that awaits us here and hereafter. 


CHAPTER IV. 

1. Returned,and considered; considered again; 
took a second view. 

2,3. Wherefore I praised the dead—done 
under the sun; the Preacher is looking at this 
life simply as a scene of vanity and oppression, 
without reference to its connection with the life to 
come. Thus regarded, it seems to his earnest spirit 
an evil and not a good, so that the best thing 1s to 
have no experience of it. 

4. Right work ; skilful and successful under- 
taking. Is envied of his neighbor ; this is the 
trouble connected with successful activity. 

5. Eateth his own flesh; wastes his estate, 
without renewing it by industry: one of the trou- 
bles of indolence. 

6. Both the hands full with travazl ; these 
words imply, that the increase of one’s estate is 
usually the increase of his trouble. 

1. I returned, and T saw vanity ; 1 consid- 
ered another example of vanity, that of the miser 
who toils for wealth without an heir. 


9-12. Two are better than one—a threefold — 


cord is not quickly broken; examples to show 
the advantages of union in human affairs. They 
have a good reward for their labor; because by 
union they are able to accomplish it successfully. 
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Vain service of God. 


A M. 3027. 
B. C. 977. 


. : ‘ C 
1. Keep thy foot ; 


than an old and foolish king, who 
will* no more be admonished. 

14 For out of prison he cometh to 
reign; whereas also he that is born in 
his kingdom becometh poor. 

15 I considered all the living which 
walk under the sun, with the second 
child that shall stand up in his stead. 

16 There is no end of all the people, 
even of all that have been before them: 
they also that come after shall not re- 
joice in him. Surely this also is vanity 
and vexation of spirit. 


CHAPTER. V. 


1 Vanities in divine service, 8 in murmuring against 
oppression, 9 and in riches. 18 Joy in riches is the 
gift of God. 


EEP *thy foot when thou goest to 

the house of God, and be more ready 
to hear, than to give the ® sacrifice of fools: 
for they consider not that they do evil. 

2 Be not rash with thy mouth, and let 
not thy heart be hasty to utter any t thing 
before God: for God is in heaven, and 
thou upon earth: therefore let thy words 
be ° few. 

3 For a dream cometh through the mul- 
titude of business; and a fool’s voice is 
known by multitude of words. 

4 When thou vowest a ? vow unto God, 
defer not to pay it; for he hath no © pleas- 
ure in fools: pay that which thou hast 
vowed. 


ECCLESIASTES V. 


Vanities of wealth. 


5 Better is it ‘that thou shouldest not 
vow, than that thou shouldest vow and 
not pay. 

6 Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy 
flesh to sin; neither say thou before 
the angel, that it was an error: 
wherefore should God be angry: at thy 
voice, and destroy the work of thy 
hands 2 

7 For in the multitude of dreams and 
many words there are also divers vani- 
ties: but "fear thou God. 

8 4] If ‘thou seest the oppression of the 
poor, and violent perverting of judgment 
and justice in a province, marvel not at 
the #matter: for he that is higher than 
the highest regardeth ; and there be * high- 
er than they. 

9 4] Moreover the profit of the earth is 
for all: the king himself is served by the 
field. 

10 He that 'loveth silver shall not be 
satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth 
abundance with increase. This zs also 
vanity. 

11 When goods increase, they are in- 
creased that eat them: and what good is 
there to the owners thereof, saving the 
beholding of them with their eyes ? 

12 The sleep of a laboring man zs sweet, 
whether he eat little or much: but the 
abundance of the rich will not suffer 
him to sleep. 





* Heb. knoweth not to be. a Ex. 3:5; 2Chron. 26:16. b1Sam. 
15:22; Prov. 21:27; Hosea6:6.  } Or, word. c¢ Prov. 10:19; 
Mat. 6:7. 4d Num. 30:2; Deut. 23:21-23; Psa. 66:13, 14. 





14. He cometh ; the poor and wise child. His 
wisdom elevates him from a prison to the throne of 
the old king. 

15. The living which walk; walk with the 
king as his subjects. With the second child; 
with the wise child already named, who is called 
second, because he reigns next after the old king, 
in his stead. 

16. That have been before them ; before these 
two kings as their subjects. Shall not rejoice in 
him; because death has removed him from the 
throne; or because the next generation shall be 
alienated from him, so that to himself the final 
issue of his wisdom shall be trouble. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

4, Although industry is better than idleness, yet 
we magne not to set our heart upon present enjoy- 
ment from the successful accomplishment of our 
worldly enterprises; for prosperity brings in its 
train envy, opposition, and many other annoy- 
ances. 

9. In all human labors union is a chief source of 
strength and comfort. 

16. It is the high prerogative of wisdom to 
raise men from obscurity to eminent stations. Yet 
their greatness cannot continue by reason of death, 
and besides, it generally brings to them more per- 


sonal trouble than comfort; so that they, in com- 
mon with all other men, must 
- ere in the rest that remaineth for the people of 


lace their final 


HAPTER V. 
this and the six following 





e Heb. 10:38 f Prov, 20:25: Acts 5:4. g 1 Cor. 11:10; Heb. 
1:14. b chap, 12:13. i chap. 3:16.  £ Heb. will, or purpose. 
) Psa. 12:5; 58:11. k Psa. 95:3, 1 Mat. 6:19, 24, 





verses contain a warning against inconsiderate- 
ness in God’s service, in respect to sacrifices, pray- 
ers, and vows. To hear, than to give the sacri- 
jice of fools ; compare 1 Sam. 15: 22. 

2. Toutter any thing ; in prayer. The thought 
of his majesty should make our words few and well 
pondered. Mat. 6:7, 8. 

3. A dream cometh—and a fool’s voice ts 
known; that is, As a dream cometh, so a fool’s 
voice is known. A fool’s words poured out at ran- 
dom are like the confused images of a troubled 
dream, 

6. Cause thy flesh to sin; bring guilt and 
trouble upon thee by a hasty vow that will not be 
fulfilled. Before the angel; the word angel 
means messenger. Here we are probably to un- 
derstand the priest, as appointed by God to ex- 
pound to men the Levitical law. Jt was an 
error; the matter of vowing. By saying this, he 
attempts to excuse himself from paying it. 

8. There be higher than they; the reference 
is plainly to God's tribunal. Chap. 12:14. If 
there were no judgment to come, we might well 
wonder at the violence and oppression with which 
earth is filled. The only adequate explanation is 
that which the Preacher himself gives at the close 
of the book: “God shall bring every work into — 
judgment.” 

10-12. Shall not be nee te with silver— 
they are increased that eat them—will not suf. 
Ser him to sleep; three of the vanities of wealth: 
it does not satisfy; it brings an increase of retinue 
and expenditure ; it deprives its owners of sleep. 
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The vanity of 


13 There is a sore evil which 1 have 
seen under the sun, namely, riches kept 
for the owners thereof to their * hurt. 

14 But those riches perish by evil trav- 
ail: and he begetteth a son, and there is 
nothing in his hand. 

15 As “he came forth of his mother’s 
womb, naked shall he return to go as 
he came, and shall take nothing of his 
labor, which he may carry away in his 
hand. 

16 And this also zs a sore evil, that in 
all points as he came, so shall he go: 
and what profit hath he that hath labor- 
ed for the “wind ? 

17 All his days also he eateth in dark- 
ness, and he hath much sorrow and? wrath 
with his sickness. 

18 { Behold that which I have seen: 
it* is good and comely for one to eat and 
to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his 
labor that he taketh under the sun fall 
the days of his life, which God °giveth 
him: for it 7s his portion. 

19 Every ‘man also to whom God hath 
given riches and wealth, and hath given 
him power to eat thereof, and to take his 
portion, and to rejoice in his labor; this 
is the gift of God. 

20 For the shall not much remember 
the days of his life; because God an- 
swereth him in the joy of his heart. 


ECCLESIASTES VI. 


riches unenjoyed. 
CHAPTER VI. = “s"aMi 


1 The vanity of riches without use. 3 Of children, 6 * 
and old age without riches. 9 The vanity of sight 
and wandering desires. 11 The conclusion of vani- 
ties. 


HERE is an evil which I have seen 
under the sun, and it 7s common 
among men: 

2 A man to whom God hath given 
riches, wealth, and honor, so that She 
wanteth nothing for his soul of all that 
he desireth, "yet God giveth him not 
power to eat thereof, but a stranger eat- 
eth it. This is vanity, and it is an evil 
disease. 

3 7 Ifa man beget a hundred children, 
and live many years, so that the days of 
his years be many, and his soul be not 
filled with good, and also that he have 
no ‘burial; I say, that an untimely birth 
is better than he. 

4 For he cometh in with vanity, and 
departeth in darkness, and his name shall 
be covered with darkness. 

5 Moreover he hath not Jseen the sun, 
nor known any thing: this hath more 
rest than the other. 

6 Yea, though he live a thousand years 
twice told, yet hath he seen no good: do 
not all go to one place ? 

7 Allthe «labor of man is for his mouth, 
and yet the S appetite is not filled. 

8 For what hath the wise more than 





a 1 Tim. 6:9; James 5:1,2, bJob1:21; Psa.49:17. ¢ Prov. 
11:29; Hosea8:7. 4 Prov.1:27-29. * Heb. there is a good 
which is comely. + Heb. thenumberof. e 1 Tim,6:17. f chap. 
2:24; 3:12,13. f¢ Or, though he give not much, yet he remem- 


bereth. g Job 21:10, etc.; Psa.73:7. h Luke 12:20, i 2 Kings, 
9:35-37; Isa. 14:19, 20; Jer. 22:19. j Psa. 58:8. k Prov. 
16:26. @ Heb. soul. 





13-17. There zs a sore evil—wrath with his 
sickness ; a fourth double vanity of wealth: after 
a life of toil and care in accumulating it, it is lia- 
ble to be all lost to both the owner and his heirs, 
and must at all events be left behind at death. 
To thetr hurt ; to their final sorrow and vexation 
by the loss of them. Evel travail; misfortune. 
Naked shall he return; the loss of wealth by 
“ evil travail” leads the Preacher’s thoughts to its 
final and inevitable loss at death. 

18. It is good and comely for one to eat and 
to drink ; in view of the vanity of wealth, the 
Preacher again recommends the contented and 
cheerful enjoyment of God’s present gifts. 

20. The days of his life; the evils that attend 
them. <Answereth him in the joy of his heart ; 
answers his desire in the joy with which he fills 
his heart. The thankful and contented enjoyment 
of God’s present gifts causes him to forget the ills 
with which life is checkered. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. An obedient and teachable spirit is more ac- 
ceptable to God than all outward services, which 
are often performed in an inconsiderate and pre- 
sumptuous way. 

2. Many a prayer which men call eloquent is 
abominable in God’s sight, because it comes from 
a spirit of levity and self-complacency. True rev- 
erence for him will check the vain flow of words. 

6. God will not allow men to mock him by vain 

romises. For this reason hasty vows are to be 
iscouraged, lest they who make them should re- 
ent of them and neglect their fulfilment, and thus 
ring guilt upon their souls. 
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18. Since riches are unsatisfying, uncertain, at- 
tended with an increase of trouble and anxiety, and 
must all be left behind at death, the wise man will 
be contented with the supply of his daily wants, 
and will lay up his treasure in heaven. 


CHAPTER VI. 

1. There is an evil; the Preacher has shown 
that the power to enjoy good aright is the gift of 
God, and is the sum of earthly blessings. Chap. 
5:18-20. He now considers the opposite case. 

2. Giveth him not power to eat thereof ; 
either through the influence of tormenting pas- 
sions, as avarice and envy; or through sickness 
and other calamities. A stranger; another than 
himself. 

3. Be not filled with good—have no burial ; 
live without enjoying life, and come to a disgrace- 
ful end. 

4. Name shall be covered with darkness ; none 
shall hear of it. 

5. This; the untimely birth. For the thought, 
compare chap. 4: 3. 

6. Do not all go to one place? that is, since 
in his long life he has seen no good, what is the _ 
profit of living long, as in the end the aged must 
with all others go to the grave. 

7. For his mouth; to satisfy his bodily wants. 
Is not filled ; is ever craving more. 

8. What hath the wise more than the fool? 
that is, in respect to what has just been named. 
In their bodily wants, wise men and fools stand on 
a level. The poor; the poor wise man. Know- 
eth to walk ; to waik wisely. 
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the fool? what hath the poor, that 


_ knoweth to walk before the living ? 


9 4] Better is the sight of the eyes than 
the * wandering of the desire. This is 
also vanity and vexation of spirit. 

10 That which hath been is named al- 
ready, and it is known that it is man: 
neither *may he contend with him that 
is mightier than he. 

11 4] Seeing there be many things that 
increase » vanity, what zs man the better? 

12 For who °knoweth what is good for 
man in this life, t all the days of his vain 
life which he spendeth as a‘ shadow ? for 
who can tell a man what shall be after 
him under the sun? 


CHAPTER VII. 


1 Remedies against vanity are, a good name, 2 mortifi- 
cation, 7 patience, 1l wisdom. 23 The difficulty of 
wisdom. 


A *GOOD name ts better than precious 
ointment ; and the day of death than 
‘the day of one’s birth. 

2 Jt is better to go to the house of 
mourning, than to go to the house of 
feasting: for that zs the end of all men; 
and the living will lay zt to his heart. 

3 Sorrow? zs better than laughter: for 
by the ‘sadness of the countenance the 
heart is made better. 

4 The heart of the wise zs in the house 
of mourning; but the heart of fools zs in 
the house of mirth. 


ECCLESIASTES VII. 


against vanity. 


5 Ii is better to hear the rebuke of the 
wise, than for a man to hear the song of 
fools: ; 

6 For as the § crackling of thorns under 
a pot, so zs the laughter of the fool. This 
also zs vanity. 

7 {| Surely oppression maketh a wise 
man mad; and a "gift destroyeth the 
heart. 

8 Better zs the end of a thing than the 
beginning thereof: and the ‘patient in 
spirit 2s better than the proud in spirit. 

9 Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry: 
for anger resteth in the bosom of fools. 

10 Say not thou, What is the cause that 
the former days were better than these? 
for thou dost not inquire !' wisely con- 
cerning this. 

11 §{ Wisdom ts *good with an inherit- 
ance: and by it there is profit to them 
that see the sun. 

12 For wisdom 7s a t defence, and mon- 
ey is a defence: but the excellency of 
knowledge is, that) wisdom giveth life to 
them that have it. 

13 Consider the work of God: * for who 
can make that straight, which he hath 
made crooked ? 

14 In the day of prosperity be joyful. 
but in the day of adversity consider: God 
also hath #set the one over 'against the 
other, to the end that man should find 
nothing after him. 





* Heb. walking of the soul. a Job 40:2; Isa. 45:9.  »b Psa. 
73:6. ¢ Psa, 47:4. + Heb. the number of the days of the life of 
his vanity. 4 Psa. 102:11; Jaines 4:14. © Prov.22:1. ¢ Or, 
Anger. {2Cor.7:10. g Psa. 141:5. ® Heb.sound. bh Deut. 


16:19. i Prov, 14:29. || Heb. out of wisdom. * Or, as good as 
an inheritance, yea, bettertoo. + Heb. shadow. j Prov. 8:35. 
k Isa. 14:27. $ Heb. made. | John 16:33; Acts 14; 22. 





9. The sight of the eyes; the sight and enjoy- 
ment of present good. The wandering of he 
desire ; after absent good. 

10. That which hath been is named already ; 
or, that which is hath been named already. Com- 
pare chap. 1:9; 3:15. Known; from all past 
experience. That it is man—mightier than 

; that it is weak, frail, and perishing man who 
occupies this world, subject to the sovereign ap- 
pointment of God, and unable to change the course 
of human affairs which He has established. 

11. What is man the better? literally, “ What 
profit is there to man?” that is, what satisfying 
good has he? 

12. In this life—what shall be after him; 
two reasons are given why there is no profit to 
man: first, no one can show any satisfying good ; 
secondly, no one can understand the future. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

It is easy for God ‘to imbitter to men all their 
earthly possessions, so that while they are sur- 
rounded by wealth their souls shall be in the deep- 
est poverty. The true enjoyment of life lies not in 
the ab nce of outward good, but rather in a 


cheerful and contented spirit; especially ina hum- 
ble resign 


ation of ourselves to his all-powerful dis- 
with unwavering faith in him for the present 


and the future. 


7 CHAPTER VII. 
2. That is the end of all men; that is, the 


end of all men is seen in the house of mourning. 





Will lay tt to his heart ; will meditate there on 
the vanity of life, and be thus led to prepare him- 
self for death. 

5. The rebuke of the wise; another painful 
thing which is better than mirth and flattery. 

6. The crackling of thorns; their flame is 
noisy and fierce, but soon over. 

7. Oppression ; suffered. Maketh a wise man 
mad; it tends to this result. The verse notices 
two ed aay temptations to which the wise are 
exposed in this world of vanity and crookedness. 

8. The end of a thing ; its successful accom- 
plishment, which requires patience and persever- 
ance. We must wait till an undertaking is through, 
before we can speak confidently of it. The pa- 
tient in spirit—the proud in spirit ; the proud 
are properly contrasted with the patient, since pride 
is the root of anger. 

10. What ts the cause; the Preacher forbids a 
complaining spirit, which is always contrasting the 
evils of the present with the good of the past. This 
is a work of impatience and folly. 

11. Wisdom is good with an inheritance ; 
the marginal reading, “as good as an inheritance,” 
seems to contain the true idea, which the following 
verse confirms. 

13. Consider the work of God; his sovereign 
ordering of human affairs. That which he hath 
made crooked ; see chap. 1:10. 

14. Find nothing after him ; find out nothing 
that shall be after him. God has so mingled pros- 
perity and adversity, that no man can find out what 
awaits him in the future of this life. 


811 


Advantages 


15 All things have I seen in the days 
of my vanity: there is a *just man that 
perisheth in his righteousness, and there 
is a wicked man that” prolongeth his life 
in his wickedness. 

16 Be not righteous overmuch, neither 
make thyself overwise: why shouldest 
thou *destroy ‘thyself? 

_ 17 Be not overmuch wicked, neither be 
thou foolish: *why shouldest thou die 
beforet thy time ? 

18 It is good that thou shouldest take 
hold of this; yea, also from this with- 
draw not thy hand: for fhe that feareth 
God shall come forth of them all. 

19 Wisdom strengtheneth the wise more 
than ten mighty men which are in the city. 

20 For there is §not a just man upon 
earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not. 

21 Also ttake no heed unto all® words 
that are spoken; lest thou hear thy ser- 
vant curse thee: 

22 For oftentimes also thine own heart 
knoweth that thou thyself likewise hast 
cursed others. 

23 YJ All this have I proved by wis- 
dom: 'I said, I will be wise; but it was 
_ far from me. 

24 That which is far off, and exceeding 
deep, who can find it out? 


ECCLESIASTES VIII. 


of wisdom. 


25 IS applied my heart to know, *,™%;°%- 
and to search, and to seek out wisdom, 
and the reason of things, and to know the 
wickedness of folly, even of foolishness 
and madness : 

26 And I find more bitter than death 
the woman, whose heart 7s /snares and 
nets, and her hands as bands: |! whoso 
pleaseth* God shall escape from her; but 
the sinner shall be taken by her. 

27 Behold, this have I found, saith the 
Preacher, *counting one by one, to find 
out the account ; 

28 Which yet my soul seeketh, but I 
find not: one man among a thousand 
have I found; but a woman among all 
those have I not found. 

29 Lo, this only have I found, that God 
hath made man'upright; but they have 
sought out many "inventions. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


1 Kings are greatly to be respected. 6 The divine - 
providence to be observed. 12 It is better with the 
godly in adversity, than with the wicked in prosperity. 
16 The work of God is unsearchable. 

HO is as the wise man? and ® who 

_ knoweth the interpretation of a 

thing? a man’s wisdom maketh his face 

to shine, and the tboldness of his face 
shall be changed. 





a chap. 8:14; John 16:2; Acts 7:59, b Isa. 65:20. ¢ Rom. 
10:2. * Heb. be desolate. 4d chap. 12:12. e Psa. 55:23. 
f chap, 8:12, 13; Mal. 4:2. g 2 Chron. 6:36; 
t Heb. give not thy heart, h Isa, 29:21. i Rom. 


Heb. not in. 
Johns l.8: 


1:22; 1 Gor. 1:20. ® Heb. Tand my heart compassed. 

5:3-5. || Heb. he that is good before. k Prov, 22: 14. 
weighing one thing after another to find out the reason, 
1:27. m Gen.3:6, etc. m Prov. 1:5,6. ft Heb. strength. 


j Prov. 
* 





15. Perisheth in his righteousness ; for right- 
eousness’ sake. Prolongeth his lifein his wick- 
edness ; through his wickedness. 

16,17. Righteous overmuch—overmuch wick- 
ed; he cautions against a false righteousness, on 
the one hand, which is corrupted by pride and self- 
conceit; and on the other, against the outbreak- 
ings of wickedness and folly, since both lead to 
destruction. “ 

18. Take hold of this; namely, my counsel. 


Withdraw not thy hand; do not let it go; the* 


opposite of taking hold upon it. Come forth of 
them all; of the dangers above referred to. 

20. For there is not ajust man—sinneth not ; 
he has just said, verse 19, ‘‘ Wisdom strengtheneth 
the wise.”” He now shows why such strengthening is 
needed. It is because, in a world of universal frailty 
and sinfulness, wisdom alone guides us aright. 

21, 22. All words that are spoken ; words of 
reproach uttered against thyself. Trouble not thy- 
self about finding them out, since thou art in the 
like condemnation with respect to others. 

23. All this; what the Preacher has recorded of 
his search after good. He had found out that “ all is 
vanity ;” but wisdom itself, that is, a comprehension 
of God’s works and ways, remained far trom him. 

27. Counting one by one; adding the result 
of one trial to that of another. 

28. A woman; a woman of true wisdom. 
Among all those ; among all this number, that 
is, among a thousand. The reference seems to be 
to Solomon’s experience of the women who belong- 
ed to his royal establishment. Among such a 
thousand, selected for their personal charms, and 
many of them from among the heathen nations ; 
nourished in idleness and luxury, and intriguing 
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with each other for the monarch’s favor, no better 

result could have been expected. Here was not the 

place to find Ruths and Hannahs. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. God is continually opening to the living- the 
house of mourning, that they may enter and con- 
sider what awaits them. The heart of the wise 
willingly dwells there. It is only the foolish who 
seek by noisy mirth to exclude from their minds all 
thoughts of death and judgment to come. 

6. The enjoyment of those who make earthly 
pleasure their chief good is turbulent and short- 
lived, and ends in darkness and sorrow. 

8. We should not be too much elated with the 
prosperous beginning of an enterprise, but rather 
wait to see the final issue; since many a work, 
coramenced with gladness, ends in sorrow, while 
“ they that sow in tears shall reap in joy.” 

13. To fret ourselves on account of those evils 
which God has made irremediable, is both foolish 
and wicked. They should be quietly borne, as a 
part of the discipline which he has laid upon us as 
sinners for our spiritual good. 

21. We should never go in search of uncharit- 
able rumors concerning ourselves, but rather pass 
them by unheeded, remembering how often we 
have spoken uncharitably of others. 

29. All that is excellent in man is from God; 
his sinfulness and folly are his own. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


1. Who knoweth the interpretation of @ 
thing ? that is, as the wise man. The boldness 
of his face shall be changed; his bold air shall 
be changed to the serenity and dignity of wisdom. 
Some render this clause thus: “ The strength of his 
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2 I counsel thee to keep the *king’s 


pe commandment, and that in regard of the 


oath of God. 
3 Be not hasty to go out of his sight: 
stand not in an evil thing; for he doeth 


whatsoever pleaseth him. 


4 Where the word of a king ts, there is 
power: and “who may say unto him, 


~ What doest thou? 


5 Whoso keepeth the commandment 
shall *feel no ‘evil thing: and a wise 
man’s heart discerneth both time and 
judgment. 

6 { Because to every purpose there is 
time and judgment, therefore the misery 


- of man is great upon him. 


7 For he knoweth not that which shall 
be: for who can tell him f when it shall 
be? 

8 There is *no man that hath power 
over the spirit to retain the spirit; nei- 
ther hath he power in the day of death: 
and there is no +discharge in that war; 
neither shall ‘wickedness deliver those 
that are given to it. 

9 All this have I seen, and applied my 
heart unto every work that is done under 
the sun: there is a time wherein one 
man ruleth over another to his own hurt. 

10 And so I saw the wicked buried, 
who had come and gone from the place 
of the holy, and they were forgotten in 
the city where they had so done. This 
is also vanity. 

11 Because "sentence against an evil 
work is not executed speedily, therefore 


ECCLESIASTES VIII. 


Providence. 


the ‘heart of the sons of men is fully set 
in them to do evil. 

12 4 Though a/sinner do evil a hun- 
dred times, and his days be prolonged, 
yet surely I know that it shall be * well 
with them that fear God, which fear 
before him: 

13 But it shall not be well with the 
wicked, neither shall he prolong his days, _ 
which are as a shadow ; because he fear- 
eth not before God. 

14 There is a vanity which is done 
upon the earth; that there be just men, 
unto 'whom it happeneth according to 
the work of the wicked ; again, there be 
wicked men, to whom it happeneth ac- 
cording to the work of the righteous. I - 
said that this also zs vanity. 

15 Then IT commended mirth, because 
a man hath no better thing under the 
sun, than to ™eat, and to drink, and to be 
merry: for that shall abide with him of 
his labor the days of his life, which God 
giveth him under the sun. 

16 4] When I applied my heart to know 
wisdom, and to see the business that is 
done upon the earth: for also there is 
that neither day nor night seeth sleep 
with his eyes: 

17 Then I beheld all the work of God, 
that a man cannot find "out the work 
that is done under the sun: because 
though a man labor to seek 7 out, yet 
he shall not find zt ; yea, further; though 
a wise man think to know zt, yet shall he 
not be able to find zt. 





a Rom. 13:1-6. » chap. 10:4.  ¢ Job 34:18; Prov. 30:31. 
* Heb. know. 4 Psa. 119:6; 1 Peter,3:13. + Heb. how. e¢ Psa. 
49:6. t Or, casting off weapons. f Psa.73:18,etc. g Jer. 
17:13; Heb. 10:38. h Psa. 10:6; 50:21; 2 Peter,3:3,4. i Isa. 


26:10. j chap. 7: 15. KoPsa. 37 418; 190G=lsa, 6 410, Lio) Job 
21:7, etc. ; Psa. 73:14; Mal.3:15, m chap. 6:18; 9:7; 1 Tim. 
4:3,4; 6:17. nm Job5:9; Psa. 40:5; Rom. 11:33. 





countenance,” that is, his firm and assured look, 
“ shall be doubled.” 

3. Be not hasty to go out of his sight ; do 
not hastily withdraw thyself from his service. 
Chap. 10:4. To stand before a king, is to serve 
him, 1 Kings, 12:6; hence, to leave his pres- 
uit his service. Stand not; be not 
eeerced. é doeth whatsoever pleaseth him ; 
and will therefore punish all evil deeds. 

5. Feel no evil thing; or, as the marginal 
reading, “know no evil thing;” that is, will not 
suffer for disobedience. Ver. 3. Time and judg- 
ment; the right time and way of doing a thing. 

6. Because to every purpose — great upon 
him ; more literally thus: “ For to every purpose 
there is time and judgment; for the evil of man is 
great upon him:” that is, time and judgment are 
necessary to rs ed Ame because of the evil and 
uncertainty which belong to human life, and make 


- every undertaking difficult. 
8. Deliv 


er those that are given toit; namely, 
from death. 

10. And so I saw the wicked buried; the 
wicked who had been in power, ver. 9, and trusted 
in their wickedness, ver. 8, the Preacher sees buri- 
ed and forgotten. From the place of the holy; 
probably from Jerusalem, the place of those conse- 


crated to God's service. So done ; been given to 





wickedness, ver. 8, and ruled over men to their 
own harm, ver. 9. 

11. Is not executed speedily ; in noticing the 
final end of the wicked, the Preacher also notices 
the delay of God’s judgment, and its abuse by 
men. 

14. There ts a vanity ; though it will in the 
end be well with the righteous and ill with the 
wicked, yet, in respect to the course of events in 
this world, “there is one event to the righteous and 
to the wicked.” Chap. 9:2. Both are alike sub- 
ject to “ the sufferings of this. present time,” and 
death itself. The only possible reconciliation 
this verse with the two preceding, is the doctrine of 
a judgment tocome. This the Preacher asserts at 
the close of the book. 

15. Then I commended mirth ; see chapter 
2:24; 3: 22. 

17. Cannot find out the work ; the vanity of 
earthly wisdom is shown from the impossibility of 
its accomplishing what it undertakes, namely, to 
comprehend God’s ways and works. See chap. 


7:23. 
INSTRUCTIONS, 

2. Obedience to the civil magistrate is a matter 
not of human expediency, but of divine authority. 
We are released from it only when he requires 
what God forbids. = 


Mysteries of 


CHAPTER IX. 


1 Like things happen to good and bad. 4 There is a 
necessity of death unto man. 7 Comfort is all their 
portion in this life. 11 God’s providence ruleth over 
all. 13 Wisdom is better than strength. 


Wee all this I *considered in my heart 
evento declare all this, that the right- 
eous, and the wise, and their works, are in 
the hand of God: no man knoweth either 
love or hatred by all that is before them. 

2 All things come ‘alike to all: there as 
one event to the righteous, and to the 
wicked; to the good and to the clean, 
and to the unclean; to him that sacrifi- 
ceth, and to him that sacrificeth not: as 
is the good, so zs the sinner; and he that 
sweareth, as he that feareth an oath. 

3 This is an evil among all things that 
are done under the sun, that there is one 
event unto all: yea, also the ‘heart of 
the sons of men is full of evil, and mad- 
ness is in their heart while they live, 
and after that they go to the dead. 

4 § For to him that is joined to all the 
living there is hope: for a living dog is 
better than a dead lion. 

5 For the living know that they shall 
die: but the dead know not any thing, 
neither have they any more a reward; 
for the fmemory of them is forgotten. 

6 Also their love, and their "hatred, 
and their envy, is now perished; neither 
have they any more a portion for ever in 
any thing that is done under the sun. 

7 | Go thy way, ‘eat thy bread with 
joy, and drink thy ) wine with a merry 
heart; for God now accepteth thy works. 





* Heb. gave, or set to. achap.12:9,10. bchap.8:14. ¢ Mal. 


3:18. d Gen. 6:5; Jer. 17:9; Mat. 15:19. e Job 14:21; Isa, 
63:16. f Job 7:8-10; Isa. 26:14. g Ex.1:8 h Mat. 2:20. 
ichap.8:15. jchap.10:19. k Rev.16:15. YMat.6:17. + Heb. 


ECCLESIASTES IX. 


Providence. 


8 Let thy «garments be always *3%°077: 


white; and let thy' head lack no ointment. 

9 Livet joyfully with the ™ wife whom 
thou lovest all the days of the life of thy 
vanity, which he hath given thee under 
the sun, all the days of thy "vanity: for 
that zs thy portion in this life, and in thy 
labor which thou takest under the sun. 

10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy °might; for there is no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wis- 
dom, in the P grave, whither thou goest. 

11 § Treturned, and saw under the sun, 
that4 the race zs not to the swift, nor the 
battle to the strong, neither yet bread to 
the wise, nor yet riches to men of under- 
standing, nor yet favor to men of skill; but 
time and chance happeneth to them all. 

12 Formanalso knoweth not his time: as 
the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and 
as the birds that are caught in the snare; 
so are the sons of men ‘snared in an evil 
time, when it falleth suddenly upon them. 

13 4 This wisdom have I seen also un- 
der the sun, and it seemed great unto me: 

14 There was a little *city, and few men 
within it; and there came a great king 
against it, and besieged it, and built great 
bulwarks against it. 

15 Now there was found in it a poor 
wise man, and he by his wisdom deliv- 
ered the city; yet no man remembered 
that same poor man. 

16 Then said I, Wisdom ts t better than 
strength: "nevertheless the poor man’s 
wisdom is despised, and his words are 
not heard. 





See, or Enjoy life. m Prov. 5:15-19. nu chap.5:18. © 1-Cor. 
9:24-26. p chap.11:3; Job14:7-12. 4@ Psa. 75:6, 7; Jer. 
9:23; Amos2:14,15. ¥r Luke 21:34; 1 Thess.5:3. 8 2Sam. 
20:16. t Prov. 21:22; 24:5,6. u Mark 6:2, 3. 





7. Since it is the plan of God’s providence that 
we should be ignorant of the future, and subject to 
disappointment in all our undertakings, we ought 
to unite, with the wise selection of times and 
means, a spirit of humble dependence upon him 
and patient submission to his sovereign will. 

8. The great and the small are alike helpless in 
the day of death; and ought therefore to be alike 
humble and diligent in preparing to meet God. 

11. Nowhere does the desperate wickedness of 
men show itself more clearly, than in the encour- 
agement which they take from God’s gracious for- 
bearance, to harden themselves in iniquity. Thus 
they turn to their deeper damnation what he gave 
them for their salvation. 

17. Since God’s judgments are unsearchable, 
and his ways past finding out, true wisdom lies 
not in endeavoring to comprehend that which is 
incomprehensible, but in the cheerful resignation 
of ourselves to his will in a believing, loving, and 


obedient spirit. 
CHAPTER IX. 

1. Are in the hand of God; at the close of 
the preceding chapter it is said, “No man can 
find out the work that is done under the sun.” 
The reason is now given: All is controlled by God, 
whose ways are unsearchable. Knoweth etther 





love or hatred by ali that is before them; or 
more literally thus: “ No man knoweth either love 
or hatred: all is before them.” He cannot tell 
from mere outward things, whether love or hatred 
is to be his lot: all is in the unknown future. 

2. Sweareth ; that is, profanely. 

3. They go to the dead; where there is no 
more hope. Ver. 4. 

4-6. Reward ; enjoyment of their earthly toil. 
Neither have they any more a portion; these 
words contain the clue to the Preacher’s meaning: 
The dead have done with earth and all its concerns ; 
they lie in the grave unconscious and forgotten. — 
He confines what he here says to the present life, 
not following the soul to the world of spirits. Com- 
pare our Saviour’s words, John 9: 4. 

7-10. Now accepteth thy works ; smiles upon 
thee, and gives thee the enjoyment of them. This 
implies that they are done in his fear. In view of - 
the truth that “the dead have no portion” in this 
life, the living are exhorted to a cheerful enjoyment 
of God’s gifts and diligence in God’s service. 

11. Returned and saw; took another view of 
God’s sovereignty over men and their works. 

16. The poor man’s wisdom is despised ; his 
past manifestation of wisdom does not secure pres- 
ent regard to his counsels. 








‘Duties rulers, 


peer” 17 The words of wise men are 


heard in *quiet more than the ery of 
him that ruleth among fools. 

18 Wisdom is better than weapons of 
war: but one sinner destroyeth much 
good. 


CHAPTER X. 


1 Observations of wisdom and folly. 16 Of riot, 18 
slothfulness, 19 and money. 20 Men’s thoughts of 
kings ought to be reverent. 


EAD* flies cause the ointment of the 
apothecary to send forth a stinking 
savor: ‘so doth a little folly him that 
is in reputation for wisdom and honor. 
_ 2A wise man’s heart zs at his right 
hand; but a fool’s heart at his left. 

3 Yea also, when he that is a fool walk- 
eth by the way, his t wisdom faileth him, 
and he ‘saith to every one that he is a fool. 

4 If the spirit of the ruler rise up 
against thee, ‘leave not thy place; for 
yielding‘ pacifieth great offences. 

5 There is an evil which I have seen 
under the sun, as an error which pro- 
ceedeth + from the ruler: 

6 Folly £is set in great $dignity, and 
the rich sit in low place. 

7 I have seen "servants upon horses, 
and princes walking as servants upon 
the earth. 

8 He that ‘diggeth a pit shall fall into 
it; and whoso breaketh a hedge, a ser- 
pent shall bite him. 

9 Whoso removeth stones shall be hurt 
therewith ; and he that cleaveth wood 
shall be endangered thereby. 


ECCLESIASTES X. 


and of subjects. 


10 If the iron be blunt, and he do not 
whet the edge, then must he put to more 
strength: but wisdom is profitable to 
direct. 

11 Surely the serpent will bite without 
enchantment; and !! a babbler is no better. 

12 The * words of a wise man’s mouth 
are * gracious ; but the ' lips of a fool will 
swallow up himself. 

13 The beginning of the words of his 
mouth zs foolishness: and the end of his 
talk f 7s mischievous madness. 

14 A fool also tis full of words: a man 
cannot tell what shall be ; and what shall 
be after him, who can tell him 2 

15 The labor of the foolish wearieth 
every one of them, because he knoweth 
not how to go to the city. 

16 {| Woe to thee, O land, when thy 
king zs a ™child, and thy princes eat in 
the morning ! 

17 Blessed art thou, O land, when thy 
king is the son of nobles, and thy princes 
eat in due season, for strength, and not 
for drunkenness ! 

18 4] By much slothfulness the building 
decayeth; and through idleness of the 
hands the house droppeth through. 

19 4{ A feast is made for laughter, and 
wine" maketh $merry: but money an- 
swereth all things. 

20 §] Curse °not the king, no, not in thy 
thought ;! and curse not the rich in thy 
bedchamber: for a? bird of the air shall 
carry the voice, and that which hath 
wings shall tell the matter. 





a Prov. 28:23. b Josh.7:1, etc. * Heb. Flies of death. c Mat. 


ter of the tongue. k& Prov. 15:2, * Heb. grace; Col. 4:6. 





5:13, f Heb. heart, d@ Prov, 13:16. e chap. 8:3. f1Sam.|1 Prov. 18:7. Tt Heb. mouth. + Or, multiplieth. m Isa. 3:4, 12. 
25:24, etc. $ Heb. from before. g Esther 3:1. % Heb. heights. | Psa. 104: 15. Q Heb. glad the life. o Ex, 22:28; Acts 23:5. 
h Prov. 30:22. i Psa.7:15. ) 1 Chron. 12:32. |j Heb. the mas- || Or, conscience. p Luke 19: 40. 

CHAPTER X. 


17. In quiet; in the quiet counsels of the wise. 
* Wisdom is justified of her children.” Mat. 11:19. 
More than the cry—among fools ; the counsels 
of wisdom are more regarded, and produce more 
salutary results. Yet a foolish multitude will fol- 
low the boisterous cry of a foolish leader, and de- 
spise the counsels of the poor wise man. 

18. One sinner destroyeth ; by his folly, the 
gg of which are here opposed to those of wis- 

om. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

Our highest wisdom lies in conforming to the plan 
of God’s providence, and making his will the law of 
our being. As the righteous and the wicked are 
alike subject to suffering, misfortune, and death, 
we should not set our hearts on the uninterrupted 
enjoyment of earthly good; but cheerfully enjoy 
God’s present gifts, while we hold ourselves ready 
to part with a at his bidding. The result of 
all our labors is at his disposal, and we ought to 
unite, with the diligent use of means, a spirit 
resigned to his will and prepared for disappoint- 

“ment. In this world, labor for the good of others, 
however well directed, is not always appreciated, 
and we ought not to expect from our Vllow-toes 
toc much for our services. We must soon be done 
with time, and it becomes us to do the work which 
God puts into our hands with our might, and lay 
up for ourselves a treasure in heaven. 





2. At his right hand; he uses it skilfully. 

3. Walketh by the way; appears in public. 
Saith to every one ; by his actions. 

d. As an error which proceedeth ; that is, an 
error such as proceedeth. The error consists in 
exalting the mean and unworthy to office, a com- 
mon eyil in the despotic governments of the East. 

6. The rich; the same as “princes” in the 
following verse, who unite wealth with nobleness 
and intelligence. 

8-10. He that diggeth—profitable to direct ; 
general meaning: the dangers and difficulties of 
life are many; but wisdom is profitable to direct 
in them all. 

12. Gracious ; acceptable and useful. 

15. How to go to the city ; how and where to 
find the means of success. 

18. The house droppeth through ; lets water 
drop through the roof. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The higher a man’s standing and reputation, 
the more injurious to himself and others is the 
exhibition of folly. A little foolishness may over- 
shadow great wisdom. 

3. When folly appears in public it aways betrays 
itself. 

6. The elevation of unworthy men to offices of 
power and trust, is a heavy calamity to the people. 

819 


Charity. 


CHAPTER XI. 


1 Directions for charity. 7 Death in life,9 and the 
day of judgment in the days of youth, are to be 
thought on. 


AST *thy bread *upon the » waters: 
for thou shalt find it after many days. 

2 Give a portion to “seven, and also to 
eight; for thou knowest not what evil 
shall be upon the earth. 

3 If the clouds be full of rain, they 
empty themselves upon the earth: and if 
the tree fall toward the south, or toward 
the north, in the place where the tree 
falleth, there it shall be. 

4 He that observeth the wind shall not 
sow; and he that regardeth the clouds 
shall not reap. 

5 As 4thou knowest not what zs the 
way of the spirit, nor how the bones do 
grow in the womb of her that is with 
child: even so thou knowést not the 
works of God who maketh all. 

6 In the morning sow thy seed, and in 
the evening withhold not thy hand: for 
thou ‘knowest not whether shall t pros- 
per, cither this or that, or whether they 
both shall be alike good. 


ECCLESIASTES XIl. ~ 


The judgment. 
74] Truly the light is’ sweet, *,%°% 


B. C. 977. 
and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to 
behold the sun: 

8 But if a man live many years, and 
rejoice in them all; yet let him remem- 
ber the days of darkness ; for" they shall 
be many. All that cometh is vanity. 

9 YJ Rejoice, O young man, in thy 
youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in 
the days of thy youth, and ‘walk in the 
ways of thy heart, and in the sight of 
thine eyes: but know thou, that for all 
these things God will bring thee into 
judgment.) 

10 Therefore remove # sorrow from thy | 
heart, and put ‘away evil from thy 
flesh: for childhood and youth are vanity. 


CHAPTER XII. 


1 The Creator is to be remembered in due time. 8 The 
Preacher’s care to edify. 13 The fear of God is the 
chief antidote of vanity. 


EMEMBER !now thy Creator in the 
E days of thy youth, while the evil 
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, 
when thou shalt say, "I have no pleasure 
in them ; 





a Isa. 32:20. * Heb. upon the face of. » Deut.15: 10; Psa. 41:1, 
2; Prov. 11:25; 19:17; Isa. 32:8; Mat. 10:42; 2 Cor. 9:8; 
Heb. 6:10, 11. ¢ Micah 4:5. 4 John3:8. € Psa, 139:15. 


f1Cor.3:7. } Heb. berighl. g John 12:35, bh Job 14:10. 
i Num. 15:39; Deut. 29:19, 20. j chap. 12:14; Heb, 9:27. 
¢ Or, anger. k 2 Tim. 2:22. 1 Isa. 26:8. m 2 Sam. 19:35. 





Whether it proceed from their rulers, or, as in the 
case of free governments, from themselves, the re- 
sult will be corruption, misrule, and misery. 

14. It is often the case, that the less men have 
to say that will benefit themselves or others, the 
more they abound in words. “ A wise head makes 
a short tongue,” is the true Arabic proverb. 

16. The primary qualification for ruling others 
is ability to rule ourselves. They who destroy 
themselves by self-indulgence, will destroy also the 
people committed to their care. 

20. Vain is the hope of escaping punishment by 
the secrecy of our evil deeds. God 1s able in num- 
berless unforeseen ways to bring them to light 
here, and he will expose them all hereafter in the 
presence of men and angels. 


CHAPTER XI. 


1. Cast thy bread upon the waters; either 
bread given in alms, or seed-corn, in allusion to the 
practice of sowing upon land that has been over- 
flowed. Labor and give cheerfully without any 
present prospect of reward, knowing that in due 
time the gracious recompense will come. 

2. To seven, and also to eight; to all who 
need thy charity. See Prov. 6:16. What evil 
shall be ; evil that shall make the charity of others 
needful for thee. Compare Proy. 21:13. 

3. If the clouds be full—where the tree fall- 
cth ; in nature, and in the course of human history, 
there are fixed tendencies which the wise will re- 
gard. 

” 5. The way of the spirit; the mode of its 
union with the body. Some render, “ the way of 
the wind.” Compare John 3:8. In Hebrew, 
“wind” and, “spirit” are expressed by the same 


word. 
7. The light is sweet ; light and seeing the sun 
are here emblems of life. 
9. Rejoice, O young man—God will bring 
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thee into judgment ; let thy pursuit of happi- 
ness and all thy youthful enjoyments be in the fear 
of God, and with a constant remembrance of the 
account thou must give of them at his tribunal. 
Compare chap. 9 : 7-9. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The best provision that we can make for the 
future, is not to hoard up our property and withhold 
it from the needy, but to give liberally to all; for 
“he that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the 
Lord; and that which he hath given will he pay 
him again.” 

2. The uncertainty hanging over the future, 
which some men give as a reason for getting and 
holding all they can, is truly a reason for bestow- — 
ing freely. , 5 

4, 6. We should keep diligently at work in God's 
service, disregarding present inconveniences and 
unfavorable appearances. The duty is ours; the 
reward God will give when and in what measure 
he pleases. ; 

5. When we meet with so many mysteries in 
nature, we should not be offended with mysteries 
in God’s providence and the work of redemption. 

9. A deep sense of God’s presence, and habitual 
reverence for his authority, are the great security 
to the young against the pursuit of sinful pleasure. 
They who fear God, and make him their portion, 
will enjoy all that this world is capable of giving, 
and be prepared for the higher enjoyments of eter- 
nity. 

CHAPTER XII. 


1-6. These verses continue the admonition to the 
young begun in the preceding chapter, and add a 
figurative description of the sorrows of old age. 
Be not darkened, nor the clouds return after 
the rain; old age is represented as a season of 
clouds and rain, in which the light of the heavenly 
bodies is darkened. Keepers of the house—strong 
men; the human body is compared to a mansion- 
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A Approach of death 


shall bow themselves, and the grinders 






A.M.07. 9 While the sun, or the light, 


or the moon, or the stars, be not darken- 
ed, nor the clouds return after the rain: 

3 In the day when the keepers of the 
house shall tremble, and the strong men 


cease* because they are few, and those 
that look out of the windows be dark- 
ened, 

4 And the doors shall be shut in the 
streets, when the sound of the grinding 
is low, and he shall rise up at the voice 
of the bird, and all the daughters of mu- 
sic shall be brought low ; 

5 Also when they shall be afraid of that 
which is high, and fears shall be in the 
way, and the almond-tree shall flourish, 
and the grasshopper shall be a burden, 
and desire shall fail: because man goeth 
to his long home, and the mourners go 
about the streets: 

6 Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or 
the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher 
be broken at the fountain, or the wheel 
broken at the cistern. 

7 Then shall the dust *return to the 


ECCLESIASTES XII. 


and the judgment. 


earth as it was: and the spirit shall re- 
turn unto God who gave Pit. 

8 ¥ Vanity of vanities, saith the Preach- 
er; all zs vanity. 

9 And t moreover, because the Preacher 
was wise, he still taught the people know- 
ledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought 
out, and set in order many proverbs. 

10 The Preacher sought to find out tae- 
ceptable words: and that which was writ- 
ten was upright, even words of truth. 

11 The words of the wise are as goads, 
and as nails fastened by the masters of 
assemblies, which are given from one 
shepherd. 

12 And further, by these, my son, be 
admonished : of making many books there 
ws no end; and much $study 7s a weari- 
ness of the flesh. 

13 ¥ Let! us hear the conclusion of 
the whole matter: © Fear God, and keep 
his commandments: for this zs the whole 
duty of man. 

14 For God shall bring every work 
into judgment, “with every secret thing, 
whether zt be good, or whethér zt be evil. 





a Gen. 3:19; Psa. 146: 4. 
Or, the more wise the Preacher was. t Heb. 
|| Or, The end of the matter, 


* Or, fail because they grind little, 
b Isa. 57:16. i 


words of delight. % Or, reading. 


even all that hath been heard, is. 
2 Cor. 5: 10. 


¢ Deut. 10:12. d Acts17:31 ; 





of which the limbs are the keepers. The grind- 
ers cease; the teeth, compared to the women who 
daily grind at the mill in all eastern countries. 
Those that look out of the windows; the eyes, 
represented as females looking out at the windows. 

he doors shall be shut—the sound of the 
grinding is low; as the sound of the grinding 

adually sinks into silence, the doors also that 

ead into the streets are shut; that is, old age is 

inactive and keeps at home. Rise wp at the voice 
of the bird ; early rise up in his couch; the slightest 
sound shall break his slumbers. Daughters of 
music ; singing women, who represent here the 
organs of speech and hearing. Afraid of that 
which is high—fears shall be in the way; on 
account of their feebleness and liability to fall. 
The almond-tree; generally understood as an 
emblem of grey hairs. The grasshopper; alight- 
ing on them; that is, the smallest weight. Lev. 
11:22. Desire; the animal appetites. Or ever ; 
before. Silver cord—golden bowl; of the hall 
lamp, as an emblem of life; or the allusion may 
be to the cord and bucket used in drawing water. 
The pitcher—the wheel; the means of drawing 
and carrying water: the drawing of water repre- 
sents the activity of life. 

7. To God who gave it ; it returns to its Cre- 
ator, that its deeds done in the body may be brought 
into judgment. Ver. 14. Thus the Preacher teaches 
the conscious existence of the spirit after death, as 
a subject of rewards and penalties. 

1l. Goads ; stimulating to right action. Nazis 
fastened ; they make a deep impression upon the 


memory and conscience, and serve for the regula- 
tion of life. Compare Isa. 22: 23,24. Masters of 
assemblies ; teachers of the people. Which are 


given; namely, the words of the wise. From 


13. The conclusion ; the final result to which the 
Preacher’s observation and experience have brought 
him. 

14. Every work—every secret thing; since 
no such judgment takes place in the present life, 
it must be that which awaits men when “the spirit 
shall return unto God who gave it.” All parts of 
the book must be interpreted in harmony with this 
its final declaration. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. They who devote to God’s service the vigor- 
ous and joyful days of youth, will not be forsaken 
by him when they are old and gray-headed; but 
they who forget God in their youthful prime, and 
give themselves up to sinful pleasures, must, if not 
cut off prematurely in their transgressions, come to 
a comfortless old age, and, continuing as they have 
lived, must die under God’s wrath and curse. 

13. The way of happiness here and salvation 

hereafter is exceedingly plain and simple. It con- 
sists in fearing God and keeping his command- 
ments, the chief of which is, that we believe on 
Jesus Christ his Son. 
14. Since God shall bring every secret thing into 
judgment, vain are all attempts to hide our sins 
from ourselves, or from our fellow-men. To those 
who repent and believe in Christ, his blood will be 
a covering, and this covering we all need. 


GENERAL INSTRUCTION. 

In this book the Spirit of inspiration was mani- 
festly preparing the church for the fuller revela- 
tions of the gospel. God’s promise to Abraham, 
and in him to all his seed, was, “I am thy exceed- 
ing great reward.” This promise cannot, as the 
Preacher shows, be fulfilled in God’s earthly gifts. 
Its fulfilment must be reserved for the world to 
come. 





one shepherd ; from God, the one great shepherd. 
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THE 


SUNG OF SOLOMON. 


CHAP. Ete i: 


The church’s love unto Christ. 5 She confesses her 
deformity, 7 and prayeth to be directed to his flock. 
8 Christ directeth her to the shepherds’ tents, 9 and 
showing his love to her, 11 giveth her gracious prom- 
ises. 12 The church and Christ congratulate one 
another. 

HE *Song of songs, which zs Solo- 

mon’s. 
2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of 
his mouth: for thy *love zs better than 
wine. 

3 Because of the savor of thy good 
ointments® thy ¢name is as ointment 
poured forth, therefore do the virgins 
love thee. 

4 Draw *me, we will run after thee: 
the king hath brought me into his ‘echam- 
bers: we will be glad and rejoice in thee, 
we will remember thy love more than 
wine: tthe upright love thee. 


= 





* Heb. loves. ¢ Prov. 27:9. 
f Eph. 2:6. f+ Heb. they 


b Psa, 2: 12. 


a 1 Kings, 4: 32. 
e John 6: 44. 


d Psa, 45:17; 119-55. 


5 Lam black, but comely, O ye ‘4, ins 
daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents of 
Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. 

6 Look not upon me, because I am 
black, because the sun hath looked upon 
me: my mother’s children were fangry 
with me; they made me the keeper of 
the vineyards; but mine own vineyard 
have I not kept. 

7 Tell me, O thou whom my soul lov- 
eth, where thou feedest, where thou 
makest thy flock to rest at noon: for why 
should I be as one that #turneth aside 
by the flocks of thy companions ? 

8 ¥ If thou know not, O thou fairest 
among women, go thy way forth by the 
footsteps: of the flock, and feed thy kids 
beside the shepherds’ tents. 

9 I have compared thee, O my love, to a 
company/ of horses in Pharaoh’s chariots. 


love thee uprightly. g Mat. 10:22-25. h Psa. 23:2,3. ¥ Or, is 
veiled. i Heb. 6:12. jf2 Chron, 1:16, 17. 








1.* The Song of songs; the most excellent of 
songs. The title indicates its spiritual application 
to the heavenly Solomon, and his spouse the church. 
So Jews, from the most ancient times, have inter- 
ee it. The ground-idea of the song is, ‘ Thy 

aker is thy husband ;” or, what is identical with 
this, “the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” The germ of 
this idea exists in the Pentateuch, in those pas- 
sages which represent idolatry as spiritual adul- 
tery, Exod. 34:15; Deut. 31:16; and we find it 
fully developed in the 45th Psalm, which probably 
belongs to S atamioute age, and which is expressly 
quoted in the epistle to the Hebrews as a descrip- 
tion of the Messiah. The same figure occurs in 
many passages of the prophets that followed. Isa. 
Bath: G2s0; Jer2;2:'3: 14: Hosea 27.16, 19, 
20. In the book of Revelation this imagery is re- 
peated and amplified. 

This song is not a dramatic representation, in 
which the action constantly advances to the end, 
but a series of descriptive pictures, the great theme 
of which is, the separation of the bride from the 
Bridegroom for her sins, and her reunion with him 
by repentance. In the spiritual application of its 
rich images we should confine ourselves to their 
main scope, without dwelling too much on partic- 
ulars. Thus the fruitfulness of the church is set 
forth under the image of a garden filled with spices 
and precious fruits. But we need not seek for a 
hidden meaning in each particular fruit, the pome- 
granate, the apple, the nut, the saffron, the spike- 
nard, the myrrh; and the same is true in respect 
to the descriptions of the bride and bridegroom with 
which the book abounds. 

‘3 2. Let him hiss me; the spouse speaks of the 


ing. 

3,4. The virgins; the bride’s “ companions 
* In the explanatory notes much has been taken 
from the Commentary of Hengstenberg, but with free 
variations from him. 
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that follow her.” Psa. 45:14. These are brought 
in with her into the king’s palace. The bride is 
the church in her unity; the retinue of honorable 
virgins that follow her, seems to represent the mul- 
tiplicity of her members. 

5. Black ; scorched by the sun. Ver.6. Black- 
ness is an emblem of adversity and persecution. 
Job 30:30; Lam. 4:8. Daughters of Jerusa- 
lem; these are in reality the same as the virgins 
that follow the bride, but under another figure ; Jeru- 
salem representing the church as a mother, and the 
“daughters of Jerusalem” as her members. As 
the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solo- 
mon ; that is, black, like the tents of Kedar, which 
were made of black goats’ hair; but comely, as 
the curtains of Solomon. Kedar was an Arabian 
tribe. 

6. Look not upon me; with amazement and 
abhorrence. The sun hath looked upon me ; hath 
scorched me. Isa. 49:10. My mother’s children ; 
Edom, Moab, and Ammon, who here represent all 
the gentile nations. These were the brethren of the 
Israelites by descent, and so sprung from the bride’s 
mother. See noteonchap.3:4. Thevineyards ; 
of her brethren. She has been in servitude to the 
Gentiles as a punishment for her sins. 

7. Othow whom my soul loveth; the bride to 
the king, in her separation from him. One that 
turneth aside ; or, one thatis veiled. The veilisa 
sign of mourning and depression. Thy compan- 
ions ; the friends of the bridegroom, who are, spir- 
itually considered, not different from the compan- 
ions of the bride, being all who love Christ. 

8. Go thy way forth; the chief Shepherd 
walks among the under shepherds. If the spouse . 
would find him, she must sik him in the discharge 
of her duty, where he is to be found. 

9. I have compared thee; the spouse has now 
found the king. hat fokows, to the end of chap. 
2:17, is a mutual discourse between the two. She 








The love of Christ 
Besos 10 Thy cnéeks are comely with 


—_ of *jewels, thy neck with chains of 
old. 

el We will make thee borders of gold 
- with studs of silver. 

12 § While the king sitteth at his table, 
my spikenard sendeth forth the smell 
thereof. 

13 A bundle of myrrh is my well be- 
loved unto me; he shall lie all night 
betwixt my breasts. 

14 My beloved zs unto me as a cluster 
of *camphire in the vineyards of En-gedi. 

15 Behold, thou art fair, my t love; be- 
hold, thou art fair; thou hast doves’ eyes. 

16 Behold, thou art fair, my beloved, 
yea, pleasant: also our bed is green. 

17 The beams of our house are cedar, 
and our +rafters of fir. 


CHAPTER II. 


1 The mutual love of Christ and his church. 8 The 
hope, 10 and calling of the church. 14 Christ’s care 
of the church. 16 The profession of the church, her 
faith and hope. 


| * AM the rose of Sharon, and the lily 
of the valleys. 

2 As the lily among ‘thorns, so is my 
love among the daughters. 

3 As the apple-tree among the trees of 
the wood, so 7s my beloved among the 

a Ezek, 16: 11-13; 2 Peter, 1:3,4. * Or, cypress; chap. 4:13, 


t Or, companion. f Or, galleries, b John 15:1. © Mat. 10:16; 
Phil. 2:15, Q Heb. Idelighted and sat down. 4 Rev. 22:1, 2. 





SONG OF SOLOMON II. 


and his church. 


sons. SJ sat down under his shadow 
with great delight, and his ‘fruit was 
sweet to my | taste. 

4 He brought me to the *banqueting 
house, and his banner over me was © love. 

5 Stay me with flagons, tcomfort me 
with apples: for I am sick of love. 

6 His fleft hand zs under my head, and 
his right hand doth embrace me. 

7 [*# charge you, O ye daughters of Je- 
rusalem, by the roes, and by the hinds 
of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake 
my love, till he please. 

8 {| The voice of my beloved! behold, 
he cometh leaping upon the mountains, 
skipping upon the hills. 

9 My beloved is like a roe ora young 
hart: behold, he standeth behind our 
wall, he looketh forth at the windows, 
showing! himself through the lattice. 

10 My beloved spake, and said unto 
me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and 
come away. 

11 For lo, the winter is "past, the rain 
is over and gone; 

12 The flowers appear on the earth ; the 
time of the singing of birds is come, and 
the voice of the turtle is heard in our 
land; 

13 The fig-tree putteth forth her green 


t+ Heb. 
Q Heb. flourishing. 





|| Heb. palate. * Heb. house of wine. e John 15: 9-15. 
strew me, f chap. 8:3-5. t¢ Heb. adjure. 
g Luke 24:35. bh Eph. 5:8. 





calls him her “ beloved,” and he addresses her as 
his “love.” This distinction is observed through- 
out the book. Yo a company of horses; she is 
compared to the S| of Egypt on account of 
her invincible might. Compare chap. 6: 10. 


10,11. Rows—chains—studs ; the bride's orna- 
ments are her spiritual graces. Psa. 45:13, 14; 
Rev. 19:8. 


12. Sitteth at his table ; to sup with his bride, 
a symbol of spiritual communion. Chap 5:1; Isa. 
25:6; Rev. 3: 20. 

14. Camphire ; a shrub with large clusters of 
fragrant whitish flowers, very grateful to oriental 
females. En-gedi; a fountain on the western 
shore of the Dead sea, where were gardens in an- 
cient times. 1 Sam. 24:1. 

17. Cedar—fir; the costliness of the palace which 
the king has provided for his spouse, represents her 
glory and excellence. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. God has given to Jesus “a name which is 
above every name.” To all who have had a true 
discovery of their own emptiness and his infinite 
fulness, it is “as ointment poured forth;” and it 
draws them to Christ in sweet confidence and love. 

5. “The bride, the Lamb’s wife,” is comely in 
the eyes of God, even in her deepest humiliation. 
Though others may despise her, he will still honor 
her and have mercy upon her. 

6. The strength of the church lies in her union 
with Christ. hen she forsakes him, he leaves 
her for a season to the oppression of the wicked, 
without any power to deliver herself. 

8. If we would find God, we must seek him in 
the ways of his appointment. 

9-17. The graces with which Christ has invested 
his people he regards with delight; and they rest 





with unspeakable satisfaction in his infinite uncre- 
ated excellence. Hence springs a blessed commun- 
ion between the Redeemer and his redeemed. 


CHAPTER II. 


1. Rose of Sharon—lily ; emblems of loveli- 
ness. 

3. The apple-tree among the trees of the 
wood ; the apple-tree is commended for its pre- 
cious fruit, in contrast with the barren forest-trees. 
It probably includes the citron, and other trees with 
fragrant fruits. 

4. His banner over me; the church is com- 

ared to an army, and the love of Christ is the 
ieee under which she marches. Compare chap. 
6: 10. 

5. Sick of love; overpowered with the longing 
desires of love. For the spiritual meaning, compare 
Psa. 42:1, 2, and Psa. 63. 

7. By the roes,and by the hinds ; by all that is 
lovely. Till he please; many prefer the rendering 
“till she please,” as in all the early English ver- 
sions. It will then be the bridegroom’s charge that 
his love, the church, be undisturbed. These words, 
which occur twice afterwards, always form the 
close of a scene. 

8. The voice of my beloved; a new scene 
opens. The bride, in her winter retreat, hears the 
voice of her beloved coming in exultation to call 
her forth. Winter, like the scorching of the sun, 
is a symbol of adversity and depression; and spring, 
of returning prosperity. 

9. Behina our wall; behind the wall of the 
house where the bride and her companions are. 
Christ comes to comfort his church. Looketh 
forth ; rather, “looketh in.” He calls to his bride 
from without. 
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The church glorieth 


figs, and the vines with the tender grape 
give a good smell. Arise, my love, my 
fair one, and come away. 

14 Y O my dove, that art in the clefts 
of the rock, in the secret places of the 
stairs, let me see thy countenance, let 
me hear thy voice; for *sweet zs thy 
voice, and thy countenance 7s comely. 

15 Take us the foxes, the little foxes, 
that spoil the vines: for our vines have 
tender grapes. 

16 | My beloved is “mine, and I 4am 
his: he feedeth among the lilies. 

17 Until the ¢day break, and the shad- 
ows flee away, turn, my beloved, and 
bef thou like a roe or a young hart upon 
the mountains of *Bether. ‘is 


CHAPTER IIL. 


1 The church’s fight and victory in temptation. 6 The 
church glorieth in Christ. . 


Y night on my bed I sought him 
whom my soul loveth: I sought him, 
but *I found him not. 

2 I will rise now, and go about the city 
in the streets, and in the broad ways I 
will seek him whom my soul loveth: I 
sought him, but I found him not. 

3 The iwatchmen that go about the 


SONG OF SOLOMON III. 


in Christ. 


city found me: to whom I said, Saw %.\: 29%. 
ye him whom my soul loveth ? 

4 It was but a jlittle that I passed from 
them, but *I found him whom my soul 


loveth: I held him, and would not let — 


him go, until I had brought him into my 
mother’s house, and into the chamber of 
her that conceived me. 

-51™charge you, O ye "daughters of 
Jerusalem, by the roes, and by the hinds 
of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake 
my love, till he please. 

6 J Who 2s this that cometh out of the 
wilderness°® like pillars of smoke, P per- 
fumed with myrrh and frankincense, 
with all powders of the merchant ? 

7 Beliold his bed, which zs Solomon’s ; 
threescore 4valiant men are about it, of 
the valiant of Israel. 

8 They all hold swords, being expert 
in war: every man hath his sword upon 
his ‘thigh because of fear in the ‘night. 

9 King Solomon made himself a ft char- 
iot of the wood of Lebanon. 

10 He made the pillars thereof of sil- 
ver, the bottom thereof of gold, the cov- 
ering of it of purple, the midst thereof 
being paved with love, for the daughters 
of Jerusalem. 





a Prov. 15:8; Rev.5:8 » Ezek.13:4. c¢ Psa.63:1, d1 
Cor. 3:23. e 2 Pet.1:19. f chap. 8:14. * Or,division. g Isa. 
26:9. bh Job 23:8,9. ichap. 5:7; Ezek.3:17. j chap. 6:12. 


k Isa. 45:19; Jer. 29:12,13. 1 Rev.3:11,12.  m chap. 2:7; 


8:4,5, mn Micah 4:8 o Deut. 8:2; Isa, 43:19. p Phil. 4:18; 
Rev. 5:8. 4 2 Kings,6:17; Heb.1:14. r Psa.45:3. 8 Isa, 
27:3. f Or, bed. 





14. Secret places; crevices, or holes, where she 
hides. Stairs; shelving rocks, which are climbed 
like stairs. He compares his bride in her retreat, 
to a dove that has taken refuge in the clefts of the 
rocks. Jer. 48:28. 

15. Take us the foxes ; the bride has listened 
to the call of the bridegroom, and come forth to 
active service. She now visits with him their com- 
mon vineyard. Chap. 7:12. This must be cleared 
of every thing that can injure it. In other words, 
all hinderances to the fruitfulness of Zion must be 
removed. 

16. Feedeth among the lilies; delights himself 
with the graces of his bride. 

17. Until the day break ; literally, “ breathe.” 
Chap. 4: 6, marginal reading. This should, accord- 
ing to many, be understood of the cool evening 
breeze. Gen. 3:8. Shadows flee away; disap- 
pear at sunset. Psa. 102:11; 109:23. Turn; 
return to the mountains whence thou camest. 
Verse 8. She consents to his departure till the 
evening. : 

INSTRUCTIONS. 


5. He who has once tasted the sweetness of God’s 
love in Christ, can be satisfied with nothing short 
of its continued manifestation. In its absence, his 
soul “longeth, yea, even fainteth” for its renewal; 
es his heart and flesh “‘crieth out for the living 

2? 

7. The welfare of Zion is as the holiness of her 
individual members. The Saviour'tenderly adjures 
all who love him and his church, not to do any thing 
which shall hinder her union and communion with 
himself, wherein lie her strength, comfort, and use- 
fulness. 

8. After the winter of adversity, God always 
appears for the relief of his people. 
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11-13. Christ’s presence with his church fills her 
with the voice of gladness and singing, and makes 
every thing within her borders green and fruitful. 

15. If God’s people would enjoy his presence and 
blessing, they must put away every iniquity and 
stumbling-block. 


CHAPTER III. 


1. IT sought him, but I found him not ; the 
first five verses of this chapter describe the bride’s 
longing desire after her beloved in his absence, and 
her successful search for him. Jer. 29: 12-14. 

4, Her that conceived me; spiritually inter- 
preted, the bride’s mother is not essentially differ- 
ent from the bride herself. The one is the church 
viewed spiritually; in her power to produce and 
perpetuate a holy seed, and the other, the church 
viewed as that seed. 

6. Who is this; a new picture. The bride 
comes out of the wilderness to meet the heavenly 
Bridegroom, gloriously arrayed in wedding attire 
and fragrant with perfumes. The wilderness ; 
into which she has been banished. This is a sym- 
bol of persecution and distress, Rev. 12:6, 14; 
the same as the winter season, chap. 2:11. Like 
pillars of smoke ; surrounded with clouds of fra- 

rant incense. Her graces are a sweet savor to 


od. 

8. Because of fear in the night; to guard 
against fear in the night. 

9. A chariot ; this is for his bride and her com- 
panions, the daughters of Jerusalem. Its precious 
materials represent the dignity and excellence of 
those who ride in it. : 

10. For the daughters of Jerusalem ; more 
literally, “from the daughters of Jerusalem.” The 
midst of it is paved with their love for the King. 








Graces of 


A M. 2990. 


bc. iat, 11 Go forth, O ye daughters of 
Zion, and * behold king Solomon with the 
crown »wherewith his mother crowned 
him in the day of his “espousals, and in 
the day of the ‘gladness of his heart. 


CHAPTER IV. 


1 Christ setteth forth the graces of the church. 8 He 
showeth his love to her. 16 The church prayeth to 
be made fit for his presence. 

EHOLD, thou art ° fair, my love ; be- 
hold, thou art fair; thou hast doves’ 

eyes within thy locks: thy hair zs as a 

flock of goats, that *appear from mount 

Gilead. 

2 Thy teeth are like a flock of sheep 


SONG OF SOLOMON Iy. 





that are even shorn, which came up from 
the washing; whereof every one bear 
twins, and none is barren among them. 

3 Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet, 
and thy ‘speech 7s comely: thy temples 
are like a piece of a pomegranate within: 
thy locks. 

4 Thy neck 7s like the tower of David 
builded for an armory, whereon there 
hang a thousand bucklers, all shields of 
mighty men. 

5 Thy two £ breasts are like two young 
roes that are twins, which feed among 
the lilies. 

6 Until "the day t break, and the shad- 
ows flee away, I will get me to the moun- 
tain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankin- 
cense. 





a Rev.1:7. b Heb. 2:9. 
€2:5. eo Ezek. 16: 14. 

& chap. 7:3; Prov. 5:19. 
6:27. j Isa. 64:5; Hosea 2:19, 29. 


¢ John 3:29; Rev. 21:9,10. d Isa. 
* Or, eat of. f Prov. 31:26; Col. 4:6 

h chap.2:17. 4 Heb. breathe. i Eph. 
k Deut. 3:9. $f Or, taken 


6. | 14:6, 7, 


the church. 


7 Thou ‘art all fair, my love; 
no spot in thee. 

8 {| Come with me from Lebanon, my 
spouse, with me from Lebanong look 
from the top of Amana, from the top of 
Shenir® and Hermon, from the lions’ 
dens, from the mountains of the leopards. 

9 Thou hast travished my heart, my 
sister, my spouse ; thou hast ravished my 
heart with one of thine eyes, with one 
chain of thy neck. 

10 How fair is thy love, my sister, my 
spouse! how much better is thy love 
than wine! and the smell of thine oint- 
ments than all spices! 

11 Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the 
honey-comb : 'honey and milk are under 
thy tongue; and the smell of thy gar- 
ments zs like the ™smell of Lebanon. 

12 A garden Sinclosed is my sister, my 
spouse; a spring shut up, a fountain 
sealed. 

13 Thy plants are an orchard of pome- 
granates, with pleasant fruits; | cam- 
phire, with spikenard, 

14 Spikenard and saffron; calamus and 
cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense ; 
myrrh" and aloes, with all the chief 
spices: 

15 A fountain of gardens, a well of 
living® waters, and streams from Leba- 
non. 

16 {| Awake, O north wind ; and come, 
thou south; blow upon my garden, that 


there is 








Ichap. 5:1; Prov. 24:13,14. m Gen. 27:27; Hosea 
Q Heb. barred. || Or, cypress ; chap. 1:14. 1 chap. 
o John 4:10, 14; 7:38. 


away. 
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11. His mother crowned him; the church is 
the mother of the heavenly Solomon, the greatest 
of all her sons, and also his bride. Compare Isa. 
62:5. In the same way the church, viewed in one 
aspect, is the bride’s mother; in another, the bride 
herself. See note on chap. 3:4. The Bridegroom 
and bride are also brother and sister. This blend- 
ing of figures in allegory is both natural and beau- 
tiful. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 
4. Christ will be found of all who earnestly seek | 
him in the ways of his appointment. | 
. 6. The church never appears so glorious as in 
her return to God by hearty repentance and faith, 
after the night of affliction and chastisement. 
8. The church is safe in communion with her 
omnipotent Redeemer. Zech. 2:5; 9:8. 
11. In his espousals to the church, Christ appears 
in heavenly glory, the object of unbounded love and 
admiration to all who belong to the household of 


faith. 
CHAPTER IV. 

In this chapter the heavenly Solomon sets forth 
the beauty and majesty of his bride. 

1. As a flock of goats ; the comparison respects 
the hair. Gilead; a region east of the Jordan, 
celebrated for the excellence of its pasture-grounds. 

2. Like a flock of sheep ; in whiteness. What 
follows is added to show their soundness and vigor. 

4. Like the tower of David ; for strength and 
majesty. 





6. Until the day break ; see note on chapter 
2:17. From the mountains of myrrh and the hill 
of frankincense he gathers perfumes for his love, 
that she may be “ perfumed with myrrh and frank- 
incense.” Chap. 3: 6. 

8. Here begins a new representation, in which, 
for the first time, the bride is addressed by the title 
of “spouse.” Come with me from Lebanon ; 
these words seem to be spoken on the top of Leba- 
non, where Solomon, who represents the heavenly 
Bridegroom, has been showing his bride the glory 
of his kingdom. He calls her to take a like survey 
of it from the top of Amana and Hermon. Deut. 
34:1; Rev. 21:10. The ridge of Hermon lies 
east of Lebanon. It was called Shenir by the Am- 
orites. Deut. 3:9. Amana was probably a peak 
of the same range, from which the river of the same 
name flowed. From the lions’ dens; that is, 
from the tops of the mountains, that abound in 
lions’ dens. In showing his bride these goodly 
possessions, the king gives her a pledge that she 
shall share with him dominion over them. 

12. Inclosed—shut up—sealed; guarded from 
intrusion, and reserved for the king’s enjoyment. 
For the spiritual meaning, compare 2 Cor. 11: 2. 

15. A fountain of gardens; lying among 
gardens and watering them. Streams from Leb- 
anon ; cool and refreshing. Jer. 18:14. 

16. Awake, O north wind ; the wind is a sym- 
bol of the quickening and life-giving power of the 
Holy Spirit. Ezek. 37:9, 10. My garden; in 
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A description 


the spices thereof may flow out. Let my 
beloved come into his garden, and eat his 
pleasant fruits. 


CHAPTER V. 


1 Christ awaketh the church with his calling. 2 The 
church having a taste of Christ’s love is sick of love. 
9 A description of Christ by his graces. 


AM «come into my garden, my sister, 
my spouse: I have gathered my myrrh 
with my spice; I have eaten my honey- 
comb with my honey; I have drunk my 
wine with my milk: Peat, O ‘friends ; 
drink, *yea,“drink abundantly, O beloved. 
24 sleep, but my heart waketh: it 
is the voice of my beloved that * knock- 
eth, saying, Open to me, my sister, my 
love, my dove, my undefiled: for my 
head is filled with dew, and my locks 
with the drops of the night. 

3 I have put off my coat; how shall I 
put it on? | have washed my feet; how 
shall I defile them ? 

4 My beloved put in his hand by the 
hole of the door, and my bowels were 
moved ¢ for him. 

5 I rose up to open to my beloved ; and 
my hands dropped with myrrh, and my 
fingers with + sweet smelling myrrh, upon 
the handles of the lock. 

6 I opened io my beloved; but my be- 
loved had withdrawn himself, and was 
gone: my soul failed when he spake: I 
sought! him, but I could not find him; I 
called him, but he gave me no answer. 


SONG OF SOLOMON V. 


of Christ. 


7 The watchmen that wentabout 45% iit 
the city found me, they §smote me, they 
wounded" me; the keepers of the walls 
took away my veil from me. 

8 I charge you, O daughters of Jerusa- 
lem, if ye find my beloved, ‘that ye tell 
him, that I am sick of love. 

9 4] What is thy beloved more than 
another beloved, O thou ‘fairest among 
women? whats thy beloved more than 
another beloved, that thou dost so charge 
us? 

10 My beloved is white and ruddy, !! the 
chiefest among ten thousand. 

11 His head zs as the most fine gold: 
his locks are *bushy, and black as a 
raven: 

12 His/ eyes are as the eyes of doves by 
the rivers of waters, washed with milk, 
and t fitly set: 

13 His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as 
sweet? flowers: his lips like lilies, drop- 
ping sweet smelling myrrh: 

14 His hands are as gold rings set with 
the beryl: his belly zs as bright ivory 
overlaid with sapphires : 

15 His legs are as pillars of marble, set 
upon sockets of fine gold: his * counte- 
nance is as Lebanon, excellent as the 
cedars. 

16 His 'mouth is most sweet: yea, he 
is altogether lovely. This 7s my beloy- 
ed, and this 7s my friend, O daughters of 





a chap. 4:12, 16, b Isa, 65:1,2.  ¢ John 3:29; 15; 13-15. 
* Or, and be drunken with loves. 4 Rev. 22:17. e Rev. 3:20, 
+ Or, as some read, in me. $ Heb. passing, or, running about. 
f chap. 3:1, 3. g Psa. 141:5. bh Hosea 6:5. Q Heb. what. 


Jerusalem. 
|| Heb. a standard-bearer. 


i chap. 1:8; Psa, 45:13. *' Or 
curled, j chap. 4:1. + Heb. sitting in fulness; that is, fitly 
placed, and set as a precious stone m the foil ofaring. fF Or, 
towers of perfumes. k Rev. 1:14-16. 4 Heb. palate. 





ver. 12, the spouse was herself a garden, and its 

precious fruits her graces. Here she has charge 

of a garden. The meaning is the same. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

7. The heavenly bride, the Lamb’s wife, is “ the 
perfection of beauty, the joy of the whole earth.” 
She embraces in herself all the true excellence that 
is found among men. 

12. Christ will not share with others the affec- 
tions of his people. If they would have him dwell 
in their garden, its fruits must be consecrated to 
him alone. 

16. The fruitfulness of God’s people pas upon 
the presence and life-giving power of the Holy Spirit, 
by whom alone they can be made meet for commun- 
ion with their Redeemer. 


CHAPTER V. 


1. I am come into my garden; this is the 
King’s answer to the invitation of his bride in the 
last verse of the preceding chapter, from which it 
should not have been separated, Eat, O friends ; 
the friends of the bridegroom. See note on chap. 
Sa 
2. A new picture begins here. The bride, for 
her sinful indolence, is forsaken of her beloved, and 
seeks him sorrowing. J sleep, but my heart 
waketh ; the sleep of God’s people is never total, 
like that of the world. Thoug the bride is asleep, 
yet her heart is awake to hear the call of her beloved. 
Open to me; compare Rev. 3:20. My head ts 
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filled with dew; he pleads what he has under- 
gone for her sake. The dews of Palestine are very 
heavy. 

3. ei have put off my coat ; the church sunk in 
carnal ease and security, is reluctant to open to the 
Saviour. 

4. Put in his hand; an earnest token of his 
desire to enter. In its spiritual application, it de- 
notes all the ways in which Christ arouses his 
slumbering people. 

5. Dropped with myrrh ; her penitence is a 
sweet savor to God. 

6. Failed when he spake; spoke a reproving 
word in withdrawing. 

9. What is thy beloved ; this question of the 
daughter's of Zion gives the bride occasion to set 
forth the excellences of her beloved. 

12. By the rivers of waters ; which doves love 
to frequent. Washed with milk ; this denotes 
the whiteness of their plumage. The dove is an 
emblem of innocence, guilelessness, and purity. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Christ is prompt to answer the invitations of 
his friends, when they are made in sincerity; and 
his communion with them is “sweeter than honey — 
and the honey-comb.” It is a feast “ of fat things, 
full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined.” 
Isa. 25 : 6. 

3. Spiritual slothfulness has its foundation in the 
want of fervent love towards Christ, and is there- 
fore exceedingly guilty and offensive in his sight. 
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~ ital of the kingdom of Israel. 


Loveliness of 
‘AM 20. CHAPTER VI. 


1 The church professeth her faith in Christ. 4 Christ 
showeth the graces of the church, 10 and his love tow- 
ards her. 


HITHER is thy beloved gone, O 

thou fairest among women? whith- 
er is thy beloved turned “aside? that we 
may seek him with thee. 

2 My beloved is »gone down into his 
garden, to the beds of spices, to feed in 
the gardens, and to gather lilies. 

3 1°am my beloved’s, and my beloved 
is mine: he feedeth among the lilies. 

4 49 Thou art beautiful, O my love, as 
Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, ‘terrible 
as an army with banners. 

5 Turn away thine eyes from me, for 
they have *overcome me: thy ®hair is 
as a flock of goats that appear from 
Gilead : 

6 Thy teeth are as a flock of sheep 
which go up from the washing, whereof 
every one beareth twins, and there is not 
one barren among them. 


SONG OF SOLOMON VI. 


the church. 


7 As a piece of a pomegranate are thy 
temples within thy locks. 

8 There are threescore queens, and four- 
score concubines, and virgins without 
number." . 

9 My dove, my undefiled is but one; she 
is the only one of her mother, she is the 
choice one of her that bare her. The 
daughters saw her, and blessed her; yea, 
the queens and the concubines, and they 
praised her. 

10 §| Whos she that looketh ‘forth as the 
morning, fairas the moon, clearas the sun, 
and } terrible as an army with banners 2 

11 I went down into the garden of nuts 
to see the ‘fruits of the valley, and to 
see' whether the vine flourished, and the 
pomegranates budded. 

12 Ortever | was aware, my soul #made 
me like the chariots of Amminadib. 

13 Return, return, O Shulamite; return, 
return, that we may look upon thee. 
What will ye see inthe Shulamite? As 
it ™were the company of two armies. 





a Jer. 14:8. b Mat. 18:20. ¢ chap.2:16; 7:10. 4d ver. 10, 
* Or, puffed me up. e chap. 4:1-3. f Mat. 21:19; 25:30, 
& Psa. 45:14. h Rev.7:9. i Rev. 21:10, 11. j ver. 4; Psa. 


14:5. k John 15:16. Ichap. 7:12. ¢ Heb Iknew not. $ Or, 
set me on the chariots of my willing people; Psa. 110:3.  m Gal. 
|5:17. % Or, Muhanaim; Gen. 32:2. 





4. Christ is too faithful to leave his church slum- 
bering in sinful inaction. By mingled judgments 
and mercies, accompanying his word and Spirit, he 
will arouse her to a sense of her duty, and bring her 
to repentance. 

5. The fingers of penitent believers drop with 
sweet-smelling myrrh. Their tears and confes- 
sions of sin and works meet for repentance, are 
most precious in God’s sight, and will in due time 
be rewarded with his returning presence and favor. 

6. Those who have backslidden from God are often 
left for a season in darkness, that they thus may feel 
more deeply the evil of sin, seek Christ more ear- 
nestly, and set a higher value upon his love. 

7. When for their sins the Redeemer withdraws 
his presence from his people, they are helpless, and 
exposed to injuries ee insults from the world that 
lies in wickedness. 

8. Nothing can compensate the true believer for 
the loss of Christ’s comforting presence, and he will 
not rest till he has recovered it. 

10-16. In our Redeemer all excellences meet; 
he is “ the chiefest among ten thousand ;” “yea, he 
is altogether lovely.” 


CHAPTER VI. 


2. Is gone down into his garden ; the spouse 
in union with her beloved is herself “a garden 
inclosed,” full of the precious fruits of righteous- 
ness. Chap. 4:12. Or, she stands in the midst 
of her garden and calls her beloved to partake of 
its fruits. Chap. 4:16. But, in leaving her be- 
loved, she has left the heavenly garden also, and 
there she must seek him again. 

3. I am my beloved’s; the separation is now 
ended, and in the following verses the bridegroom 
sets forth the excellences of his bride. 

4. Tirzah ; a pleasant city, for a time the cap- 
1 Kings, 14:17; 
15:21; 2 Kings, 15:14. Terrible as an army 
with banners ; see note on chap. 1: 9. 

8. Queens—concubines—virgins ; here, as in 
Psalm 45, the queen is represented as preéminent 


_ above all her attendants. In the spiritual applica- 
11 


tion, the words mean, that “the bride, the Lamb’s 
wife,” is loved and honored by all her members. 

ll. J went down; this is probably the begin- 
ning of a new representation. The bridegroom has 
gone down into his garden, as inchap. 6:2. There 
he is seized with longing affection for his absent 
spouse, and calls upon her to return, that he may 
behold her beauty. 

12. Like the chariots of Amminadib, or,“ the 
chariots of my willing people.” In either case, the 
/reference is to their rapid and impetuous motion, 
which is here a symbol of vehement affection. 
| 13. Return, O Shulamite; Shulamite seems 
| to be a symbolic name of the bride, having a de- 
| Signed resemblance to that of Solomon, who repre- 
\sents the heavenly Bridegroom, in both form and 
/meaning. This is more manifest in the Hebrew, 
|thus: Shelomoh, Solomon, that is, the Peaceful, 
1 Chron. 22:9; Shulammith, Shulamite, that is, 
'the Peaceful, or the Reconciled. That we may 
look; the king and his friends. Compare chap. 
5:1. What will ye see; the words of the spouse, 
expressing a sense of her unworthiness. Asit were 
the company of two armies; or,‘ As it were the 
dances of Mahanaim;” that is, the exulting bands 
of angels that met Jacob on his return from Padan- 
aram. Gen. 32:1, 2. This is the response of the 
bridegroom. Mahanaim means, two hosts. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. Christ dwells in his garden amid the fruits of 
holiness; and they who seek him there shall find him. 

3. Christ’s love for his people remains strong even 
in their departure from him; and when they return 
to him with all their heart, he will graciously re- 
ceive them, and restore them to their former union 
and communion with himself. 

4-10. However men may despise Christ’s church, 
she is most precious in his eyes, and he will make 
her, by the gifts of his Spirit, “fair as the moon, 
clear as the sun,” and to all her enemies, “ terrible 
as an army with banners.” 

13. When the believer has the deepest sense of 
his unworthiness, he is most excellent and honor- 








able in the sight of God. 
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Praises of Zion. SONG OF SO 


CHAPTER VII. 


1 A further description of the church’s graces. 10 The 
church professeth her faith and desire. 


OW beautiful are thy feet with 
shoes, O prince’s >daughter! the 
joints of thy thighs are like jewels, the 
work of the hands of a cunning workman. 
2 Thy navel is like a round goblet, which 
wanteth not *Jiquor: thy belly is like a 
heap of wheat set about with lilies. 

3 Thy two breasts are hike two young 
roes that are twins. 

4 Thy neck is as a tower of ivory; 
thine eyes like the fish-pools in Heshbon, 
by the gate of Bath-rabbim: thy nose 1s 
as the tower of Lebanon which looketh 
toward Damascus. 

5 Thy head upon thee ts like t¢Carmel, 
and the hair of thy head like purple; 
the king is theld in the © galleries. 

6 How fair and how pleasant art thou, 
O love, for delights! 

7 This thy ‘stature is like to a palm- 
tree, and thy breasts to clusters of grapes. 

8 I said, I will go up to the palm-tree, 
I will take hold of the boughs thereof: 
now also thy breasts shall be as clusters 
of the vine, and the smell of thy nose 
like apples ; 

9 And the roof of thy mouth like the 
best wine for my beloved, that goeth 
down ' sweetly, causing the lips of !! those 
that are asleep to speak. 

10 4 I Sam my beloved’s, and his "de- 
sire zs toward me. 

a Eph. 6:15. b Psa, 45310, 13. * Heb. mixture. ¢ chap, 4: 5. 
¢ Or, crimson. 4 Isa. 35:2; Micah 7:14. $ Heb. bound. 


e Psa. 68:24. f Eph. 4:13. Heb. straightly. || Or, the ancient. 
g chap. 2:16; 6:3. bh Psa.45:11. * Heb. open. SPICXOGs2DIa2 2: 





LOMON VIII. 


11 Come, my beloved, let us go 4. int 
forth into the field; let us lodge in the 
villages. ' 

12 Let us get up early to the vineyards ; 
let us see if the vine flourish, whether 
the tender grape *appear, and the pome- 
granates*bud forth: ‘there will I give 
thee my loves. 

13 The mandrakes give a smell, and at 
our gates are all manner of pleasant 
fruits, new and old, which I have laid 
up) for thee, O my beloved. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


1 The love of the church to Christ. 6 The vehemency 
of love. 8 The calling of the Gentiles. 14 The 
church prayeth for Christ’s coming. 


THAT thou wert as my *brother, 

that sucked the breasts of my moth- 
er! when I should find thee without, I 
would kiss thee; yea, tI should not be 
despised. 

2 I would lead thee, and bring thee into 
my mother’s house, who would instruct 
me: I would cause thee to drink of spiced 
wine! of the juice of my pomegranate. 

3 His left hand should be under my head, 
and his right hand should embrace me. 

4 1 charge you, O daughters of Jerusa- 
lem, tthat ye stir not up, nor awake my 
love, until he please. 

5 Who its this that cometh up from the 
wilderness, leaning upon her beloved? I 
raised thee up under the apple-tree: there 
thy mother brought thee forth ; there she 
brought thee forth that bare thee. 


Psa. 122:5; Heb. 4:16. j1Cor.2:9. k Heb.2:11,12, } Heb. 
they should not despise me, 1 Prov. 9:2,5. + Heb. why should ye 
stir up, or, why, etc. 


Her love to Christ. 








CHAPTER VI. 

1. How beautiful; in the first part of this 
chapter the praises of the bride are repeated. 
With shoes; compare Ezek. 16:10. These, like 
all her other ornaments, are the gift of her heav- 
enly Bridegroom. O prince’s daughter ; she is 
of royal lineage, a “ king’s daughter.” Psa. 45:13. 
This is a symbol of her dignity. 

4. Fish-pools; for clearness and purity. Hesh- 
bon ; a city east of the Jordan. 

5. Like Carmel; which was filled with beau- 
tiful trees and fragrant plants. Held; fast bound 
with love. Galleries; of their common palace. 
Chap. 1:17. But some render the word “ locks.” 

7. Like to apalm-tree; majestic in height, and 
also fruitful. 

8. Go up to the palm-tree ; ascend it to gather 
its fruits, according to the oriental custom. The 
eee is very lofty, with clusters of leaves and 

ruit at the top. 

9. And the roof—best wine ; up to this point 
the king speaks, then the bride takes up and com- 
pletes the comparison which he has begun, and she 
continues her discourse to the end of the chapter? 
The term “beloved” is applied only to the bride- 
groom. Causing the lips—to speak; through 
the loveliness of their dreams. This is said to show 
its enlivening power. Spiritually applied, it denotes 
the quickening and animating nature of the mu- 











tual love that exists between Christ and his people. 
824 





11. The field—the villages; where our gar- 
dens and vineyards lie. They go forth to attend to 
their welfare, that is, to cultivate together the fruits 
of righteousness. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

8-13. The excellence and glory of God’s people 
lies in their fruitfulness) When they abound in 
the inward graces and outward works of righteous- 
ness, they have blessed communion with their Lord, 
and are safe under the banner of his love. But when 
they neglect his vineyard, he will take it from them 
and give it to others; for he must see that it is under 
good culture. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


1. As my brother ; the bride expresses in these 
words her desire for the most intimate union with 
her beloved. Should not be despised; as when 
separated from thee. Chap. 5:7. The presence 
and favor of her beloved would protect her from 
insult and injury. 

2. Into my mother’s house; compare chap. 
3:4. Who would instruct me ; or, “ Thou would- 
est instruct me;” her beloved is also her teacher. 

5. Cometh up from the wilderness ; anew scene 
here opens. ‘The bride is again seen coming out » 
of the wilderness, that is, out of a state of weak- 
ness, barrenness, and depression. J raised thee 
ap; roused thee up, called forth thy love. Here 
the spouse begins an address to her beloved, as is 
plain in the original Hebrew. Under the apple- 








Gathering of 
A: M. oo- ~—6 YJ Set *me as a seal upon thy 


heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for love 
is strong as death; jealousy és *cruel as 
the grave: the coals thereof are coals of 
fire, which hath a most vehement flame. 

7 Many waters cannot quench love, 
neither can the floods drown it: if a man 
would give all the substance of his house 
for love, it would utterly be contemned. 

8 J We have a little ‘sister, and she 
hath no breasts: what shall we do for 
our sister in the day when she shall be 

-spoken for? 

9 If she be a wall, we will build upon 
her a palace of silver: and if she be a door, 
we will inclose her with boards of cedar. 

10 I am a wall, and my breasts like 


SONG OF SOLOMON VIII. 


the Gentiles. 


towers: then was I in his eyes as one 
that found t favor. 

11 Solomon had a ‘vineyard at Baal- 
hamon; he let out the vineyard unto 
keepers ; every one for the fruit thereof 
was to bring a thousand pveces of silver. 

12 My vineyard, which is mine, is be- 
fore me: thou, O Solomon, must have a 
thousand, and those that keep the fruit 
thereof two hundred. 

13 Thou that dwellest in the gardens, 
the companions hearken to thy voice: 
cause me to hear zt. 

14 {[ }Make *haste, my beloved, and be 
thou like to a roe or to a young hart upon 
the mountains of spices. 





* Heb. hard. b Prov. 


a lsa. 49:16; Hag. 2:23; 2 Tim. 2:19. 
d Mat, 21.33. $ Heb. 


$:34,35. e¢ Ezek. 23:33. f Heb. peace. 





Flee away. e¢ Rev. 22:17, 20. 





tree; the apple-tree in the spiritual garden of Zion. 
One of its choice trees here represents the whole 

arden. By a beautiful allegory the heavenly 
Sr ritegraoin is represented as born in the garden of 
the church, and there also the bride wins his love. 
Bee note on chap. 3:11. 

6. A seal; a signet-ring, which is the symbol of 
inseparable union and solicitous care. Jer. 22: 24; 
Hag. 2:23. For love ts strong as death; she 
pleads for this on the ground of his unconquerable 
and jealous love towards her. 

We have a little sister; this seems not to 
be the Shulamite, who has all along been repre- 
sented as in full maturity, but her younger sister. 
She corresponds to the “ younger brother,’ Luke 
15: 12, and the “ other sheep which are not of this 
fold,” John 10:16; that is, the Gentiles who are 
to be called into the fold of Zion. She hath no 
breasts; they are not yet grown to maturity; she 
is not yet ready for her espousals. 

9. If she be a wall—if she be a door; the 
meaning seems to be: To whatever she be lik- 
ened, we will strengthen and ornament her ac- 
cordingly. In other words, Christ will see that 
the Gentile church is in due time adorned and 
strengthened with all the graces of his Spirit. The 
reference is to a city wall, and to the door of a 
palace. 

10. I am a wall; the speaker is probably the 
Gentile church anticipating her maturity, through 
what Christ shall do br her. Like towers ; upon 
the city wall. Then; when she had reached ma- 
turity. 

11. Solomon ; the heavenly Solomon. Compare 
Isa. 5:1, 2; Mat. 21: 33. nto keepers; those 
to whom Christ commits the interests of his church, 
are the keepers. These are to bring to their Lord 





the worth of the fruit in money. Compare Mat. 
21: 34, 43. 

12. My vineyard ; the vineyard of the spouse. 
Spiritually applied, she is the same as the keepers 
in the preceding verse. A thousand—two hun- 
dred ; while the keepers render to their Lord the 
appointed tribute, he grants them a reward for 
their services. 

13. Dwellest in the gardens; the words of 
the bridegroom to his spouse. The companions ; 
his fellows. See note on chap. 5:1. 

14. Make haste ; the bride’s parting response. 
See note on chap. 2: 17. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Christ’s presence in his church makes her 
secure from injury, and honorable in the eyes of 
the world. 

5. God’s people have no strength of their own, 
but their strength is in Christ. ‘“ While they by 
faith lean upon him, they are confirmed against 
all doubts, fears, dangers, difficulties, and tempta- 
tions, and by union with him made partakers of all 
grace and comfort.” 

6. Nothing is so strong as the love of Christ for 
his people. It overcomes all hinderances, and brings 
them safe home to heaven through floods of temp- 
tation within, and distress and persecution without. 
Rom. 8: 39-39. 

8. Jewish saints prayed by anticipation for the 
gathering of the Gentiles to Christ. Gentile Chris- 
tians should, in turn, pray for the restoration of Is- 
rael to their own Messiah. 

12. While we render to God the fruits of his 
vineyard in their season, he will abundantly re- 
fresh our own souls by his grace, and make them 
“like a watered garden,” full of the precious fruits 
of righteousness. 
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THE 


BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH" 


CHA? ER hb. 


Isaiah complaineth of Judah for herrebellion. 5 Hela- 
menteth her judgments. 10 He upbraideth their whole 
service. 16 He exhorteth to repentance, with promises 
and threatenings. 21 Bewailing their wickedness, 
he denounceth God’s judgments. 25 He promiseth 
grace, 23 and threateneth destruction to the wicked. 


ee 4vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, 
which he saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem in the "days of Uzziah, Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 

2 Hear, °O heavens, and give ear, O 
earth: for the Lorp hath spoken; I have 
nourished and brought up ‘children, and 
they have rebelled against me. 

3 The *ox knoweth his owner, and the 
ass his master’s crib: but Israel doth not 
know, my people doth not consider. 

4 Ah sinful nation, a people * laden with 
iniquity,‘ a seed of evil-doers, children 
that are corrupters: they have forsaken 
the Lorp, they have provoked the Holy 
One of Israel unto anger, they are f gone 
away backward. 

5 & Why &should ye be stricken any 
more? ye will revolt more and more: 
the whole head is sick, and the whole 
heart faint. 

6 From the sole of the foot even unto 


_ 


the head there is no soundness in *3%6"teo. 


it; but wounds, and bruises, and putre- 
fying sores: they have not been closed, 
neither bound up, neither mollified with 
ointment. 

7 Your country zs ' desolate, your cities 
are burned with fire: your land, stran- 


gers devour it in your presence, and zt is © 


desolate, as overthrown by strangers. 
8 And the daughter of Zion is left as a 
cottage ‘in a vineyard, as a lodge in a 
garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city. 
9 Except ithe. Lorp of hosts had left 
unto us a very small remnant, we should 


have been as *Sodom, and we should | 


have been like unto Gomorrah. 

10 Hear the word of the Lorp, ye 
rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law 
of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. 

11 To what 'purpose zs the multitude 
of your sacrifices unto me? saith the 
Lorp: Iam full of the burnt-offerings of 
rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I 
delight not in the blood of bullocks, or 
of lambs, or of *he-goats. 

12 When ye come to t appear before me, 
who hath required this at your hand, to 
tread my courts? 





a Num. 12:6. » 2 Chron. 26-32. c Deut. 32:1; Jer. 2:12; 
Micah 6:1,2. 4d chap. 63:16. e Jer. 8:7.. * Heb. of heaviness. 
f Mat. 11:28. + Heb. alienated, or separated ; Psa.58:3. § Jer. 
2:30. + Heb. increase revolt. % Or, oil. h Deut. 28:51. 





1. The vision of Isaiah—kings of Judah ; 
this is the general title of the whole book. Partic- 
ular titles are prefixed to many of its sections, but 

_it is not probable that these are arranged in exact 
chronological order. Veston; prophetic revela- 
tion, with which are mingled historical descrip- 
tions of the past and reproofs for present sins. 
Judah and Jerusalem ; these are the great theme 
of the book. Other nations come into view only as 
their history is connected vyith that of God’s peo- 
ple. In “Judah and Jerusalem” was embosomed 
the true church of God, which had the promye of 
perpetual and universal dominion under the sceptre 
of David and his seed, and a large part of these 
prophecies have their complete fulfilment only in 
her history under Christ the Son of David. Uz- 
ziah ; he reigned fifty-two years, from about 810 
to 758 before Christ. It is generally supposed that 
Isaiah began to prophesy near the close of this 
reign, perhaps in the last year. Chap. 6:1. Jo- 


* In the prophetical books many passages of diffi- 
cult interpretation occur, and here the best commen- 
tators of this and other countries have been consulted 
as auxiliary guides toa correct judgment. This general 
acknowledgment will supersede the necessity of refer- 
ence, in particular passages, to the authors whose opin- 
ions have been followed, which, indeed, the brevity of 
this commentary will not allow. 
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|| Heb. the overthrow of. i Lam, 2:6. j Lam, 3:22; Rom. 
9:29, k Gen. 19:24. 1 Psa. 50:8, etc; Amos 5:21,22. * Heb. 


great he-goats. + Heb. be seen. 





tham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah ; the reign of these 
three kings includes a period of about sixty years. 
It is not known to how late a period in Hezekiah’s 
reign the prophetical labors of Isaiah extended. 

4. Corrupters ; of themselves, Judg. 2:19, or 
of their way, Gen. 6: 12. 

5. Why should ye be stricken ; of what avail 
would it be? Ye wll revolt; notwithstanding 
all the stripes inflicted upon you. Head—heart ; 
of the nation compared toa person. Stek—fatnt ; 
from the blows already inflicted to no purpose. 
This idea is amplified in the following verse. The 
number of stripes inflicted shows the desperate 
wickedness of the people. 

8. The daughter of Zion ; Zion herself, as the 
metropolis of the kingdom. Chap. 37:22. Left; 
left remaining amid the desolation. Cottage— 
lodge; a temporary hut or booth, built to shelter 
a keeper. The point of resemblance is its loneli- 
ness. 

9. A very small remnant; of pious persons. 

11. I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or 
of lambs ; God has no apa in sacrifices, ex- 
cept as they express the faith and obedience of the 
offerers. 

12. To tread my courts ; literally, to trample— 
to profane them by hollow and hypocritical ser- 
vices. . 
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terres 


Judah exhorted and 


pc.70. ©13 Bring no more vain *oblations ; 
incense is an abomination unto me; the 
new-moons and sabbaths, the calling of 
assemblies, I cannot away with; it is 
iniquity,* even the solemn meeting. 

14 Your new-moons and your appointed 
feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble 
unto me; I am weary to bear them. 

15 And when ye "spread forth your 
hands, I will hide mine eyes from you; 
yea; when ye fmake many prayers, I will 
not hear: your hands are full of ? blood. 

16 §[ Wash “ye, make you clean; put 
away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes; ‘cease to do evil; 

17 Learn to do well; seek judgment, 
relieve’ the oppressed, judge the father- 
less, plead for the widow. 

18 Come now, and let us reason °to- 
gether, saith the Lorp: though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow ; ‘though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool. 

19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye 
shall eat the good of the land: 

20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall 
be devoured with the sword: for the 
mouth of the §Lorp hath spoken 7t. 

21 §| How is the faithful city become 
a*harlot! it was full of judgment; right- 
eousness lodged init ; but now murderers. 

22 Thy silver is become dross, thy wine 
mixed with water: 





a Luke 11:42. * Or, grief. b Micah3:4. + Heb. multiply 
prayer, }$ Heb. bloods. c¢ Jer.4:14. d 1 Peter, 3:11. % Or, 
righten. e chap. 43:26. f Psa.51:7. g Lev. 26:33. h Jer. 


ISAIAH I. 





warned to repent 


23 Thy princes are rebellious, and com- 
panions of thieves: every one loveth 
gifts, and followeth after rewards: they 
judge not the fatherless, neither doth the 
cause of the widow come unto them. 

24 Therefore saith the Lord, the Lorp 
of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel, Ah, I 
will 'ease me of mine adversaries, and 


avenge me of mine enemies. 


25 And jI will turn my hand upon 
thee, and |! purely purge away thy dross, 
and take away all thy tin: 

26 And Iwill restore thy judges as at the 
first, and thy counsellors as at the begin- 
ning: afterward thou shalt be called, The 
city of righteousness, the faithful city. 

27 Zion shall be redeemed with judg- 
ment, and her *converts with *right- 
eousness. 

28 4] And the tdestruction of the trans- 
gressors and of the sinners shall be 'to- 
gether, and they that ™ forsake the Lorp 
shall be consumed. 

29 For they shall be ashamed of the 
oaks which ye have desired, and ye shall 
be confounded for the gardens that ye 
have chosen. 

30 For ye shall be as an oak whose leaf 
fadeth, and asa garden that hath no water. 

31 And the strong shall be as tow, and 
the maker of it as a spark, and they shall 
both burn together, and none shall quench 
them. 

2:20, 21, i Deut. 98:63; Ezek. 5:15. j Mal. 3:3. [| Heb. ac- 


cording to pureness, * Or, they that return of her. k 1 Cor. 1:30. 
t Heb. breaking. | Psa. 125:5; Luke 12:44, 46, m Zeph. 1;6. 








13. Bring no more vain oblations ; God for- 
bids not the offerings prescribed in the law, but 
the bringing of them with hearts full of iniquity 
and hands full of blood. I cannot away—the 
solemn meeting ; or, “I cannot bear iniquity and 
a solemn meeting,” that is, together. 

16. Wash ye, make you clean; in all such 
precepts we are to understand an inward cleansing 
of the heart, with a corresponding outward cleans- 
ing of the life. 

17. Seek judgment ; diligently pursue justice. 

18. Shall be as white as snow ; that is, if you 
will thus repent and amend your ways. The cleans- 
ing of the soul from sin includes both forgiveness 
and sanctification, which can never be separated 
from each other. 

22. Mixed with water; adulterated with water 
by those who sell it. They had degenerated from 
the ap?! of their forefathers. 

‘ome unto them; come before them: they 
refuse to hear it. 

25. Purge away thy dross—take away all thy 
tin ; from the adulterated silver, and thus restore 
it to its original purity. The meaning is explained 
in the following verse. 

27. With judgment —with righteousness ; 
by the manifestation of God’s righteous judgments 
me the wicked. This is the constant doctrine of 

e prophets. The reference here is to the wicked 
in Zion. Her converts ; the remnant who survive 
these judgments, and turn to God. 

29. Oaks—gardens ; where idolatrous rites were 
practised. Chap. 57:5; 65:3. 








30. Ye shall be as an oak—as a garden ; 
since the people have sinned against God under 
oaks and in gardens, he will make them like with- 
ered oaks and parched gardens. 

31. The strong ; the man of rank and power. 
The maker of tt ; rather, as in the margin, “his 
work ;” that is, the idol which he has made, and in 
which he puts his trust. This shall set him on fire 
and destroy him. Both; the strong man and his 
work. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. Our obligations to God our heavenly Father, 
are infinitely higher than to earthly parents. For 
this reason, rebellion and ingratitude towards him 
are more heinous than the same sins committed 
against them. 

). When repeated and heavy judgments fail to 
reform nations or individuals, their wickedness is 
desperate and their destruction near. 

9. God often spares wicked nations from utter 
destruction, for the sake of the pious remnant that 
is found in them. 

10. When men in high places sin openly, it is 
the duty of God’s ministers to rebuke them in a 
bold and fearless manner. 

11-17. God abhors the multiplication of outward 
services, when the heart is full of wickedness, and 
the life of rebellion and iniquity. All who would 
render to him acceptable offerings must begin by 
putting away their sins, and bringing forth fruits 
meet for repentance. 

18. To those who sincerely repent of their sins 
and come to God through Christ, his grace and 
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Christ’s kingdom. 


CHAPTER II. 

1 Isaiah prophesieth the coming of Christ’s kingdom. 
6 Wickedness is the cause of God’s forsaking. 10 He 
exhorteth to fear, because of the powerful effects of 
God’s majesty. 

HE word that Isaiah the son of Amoz 
saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

2 And *it shall come to pass in the last 
days, that the mountain of the Lorp’s | 
house shall be *established in the top of 
the mountains, and shall be exalted 
above the hills; and all ?nations shall 
flow unto it. 

3 And many people shall go and say, 
Come* ye, and let us go up to the moun- 
tain of the Lorp, to the house of the God 
of Jacob; and he will teach us of his 
ways, and we will walk in his paths: for 
out of 4Zion shall go forth the law, and 
the word of the Lorp from Jerusalem. 

4 And he shall judge among the na- 
tions, and shall rebuke many people: 
and ¢they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into tprun- 
ing-hooks: nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more. 

5 O house of Jacob, come ye, and let 
us ‘walk in the light of the Lorp. 


ISAIAH II. 


The day of the Lord. 
6 § Therefore thou hast forsak- 4,32 


B. C. 760. 
en thy people the house of Jacob, because 
they be replenished # from the east, and 
are soothsayers & like the Philistines, and 
they § please themselves in the children 
of " strangers. 

7 Their ‘land also is full of silver and 
gold, neither is there any énd of their 
treasures; their land is also full of 
horses, neither zs there any end of their 
chariots : 

8 Their land also is full of idols; they 
worship the work of their own hands, 
that which their own fingers have made: 

9 And the mean man boweth down, 
and the great man humbleth himself: 
therefore forgive them not. 

10 4 Enter ‘into the rock, and hide 
thee in the dust, for fear of the Lorp, 
and for the glory of his majesty. 

11 The lofty ‘looks of man shall be 
humbled, and the haughtiness of men 
shall be bowed down; and the Lorp 
alone shall be exalted in that ™day. 

12 For the day of the Lorp of hosts 
shall be upon every one that is proud and 
lofty, and upon every one that is lifted 
up; and he shall be brought low: 





DPsat 258. cher; 36; 
e Psa 46:9; Hos, 2:18. 
g Deut. 18:14. 


“a Micah4:l,etc. * Or, prepared. 
50:5; Zech. 8:21, 23. d luke 24: 47, 
f Eph. 5:8. 


Or, scythes. t Or, more than. 
’ F Or, 


Q Or, abound with. bh Neh. 13:23. i Deut.17:1% j Jer. 2:28. 
K ver. 19,21; Rev. 6:15, 16. 1 ver. 17; chap. 5:15; Psa. 18:27. 
m Zeph. 3: 11,16; Zech. 9:16. 





mercy have no limits. 
guilty, and sanctify the most polluted. 
be unto God for his unspeakable gift!” 

19, 20. God’s almighty power and truth are 
pledged to give prosperity to the righteous, and to 
destroy the wicked. The welfare of his friends, 
and the destruction of his enemies, is as certain as 
his own existence. 

21-24. Wicked rulers, who oppress and rob the 
people, and pervert justice for gain, may be above 
all human power, but God will hold them respon- 
sible at his tribunal, and punish them in such a way 
that it shall be seen and acknowledged that he is 
“ the Judge of all the earth.” 

25-28. The terrible judgments of God, by which 
he destroys the wicked, conduce to the purifica- 
tion and renewed prosperity of the true eral of 
God.” 

29-31. The earthly objects to which sinners give 
their confidence, and for the sake of which they 
depart from the living God, not only disappoint 
them, but prove the occasion of their destruction. 


CHAPTER II. 


1. The word that Isaiah—saw ; the prophecy 
revealed to him in vision. This is the title of a 
particular section, extending through chap. 4. 

24. And it shall come to pass ; these verses 
are found in Micah 4: 1-3, with but little variation. 
The two prophets lived at the same time. Micah 
1:1. In Micah, this prophecy stands in connection 
with the preceding and following context. Here 
it stands ie itself, a bright picture before a dark 
scene, which however ends in glory. Chap. 4: 2-6. 
In the last days ; an indefinite indication of the 
distant future. The mountain of the Lord’s 
house ; Zion, including Moriah, on which the tem- 
ple stood. In the top of the mowntains—above 


He will pardon the most 
“ Thanks 





the hills; where all the earth can behold it. 
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Shall go forth the law; God shall sit in Zion as 
a lawgiver for all nations. Judge among—re- 
buke; judge between themas umpire. Thus wars 
will become unnecessary. The passage is a proph- 
ote of the extension of the true religion, from Jeru- 
salem as a centre, over all the earth. It plainly 
belongs to the Christian dispensation, but is veiled 
under the form of Judaism, according to which the 
people of God literally went up from all quarters 
to worship God in Jerusalem. 

5. O house of Jacob; in this exhortation the 
prophet adds, as it were, his “ Amen” to the glori- 
ous prediction. 

6. Replenished from the east; filled with 
superstitious and idolatrous practices coming from 
the East. Syria and Assyria seem to be especially 
intended. Soumpate 2 Kings, 16:10. Please 
themselves ; or,“ abound,” asinthe margin. Chal- 
dren of strangers ; foreigners whom they have 
willingly introduced, and whose idolatrous prac- 
tices they follow. 

7. Horses—chariots ; a foreign custom forbid- 
den to the Hebrew kings. Deut. 17:16. Some 
understand, the horses and chariots of their eastern 
allies. 

9. Boweth down—humbleth himself ; before 
his idols. But the same words are in verse 11 
translated, “ shall be bowed down,” “shall be hum- 
bled,” and so in verse 17.. The verse may be ren- 
dered, The man of low rank shall be bowed down, 
and the man of high rank shall be humbled; and 
do not thou forgive them. 

10. The rock—the dust ; clefts of the rocks and 
caverns, to which the people were accustomed to 
flee before an invading army. The words contain 
a prophecy of impending judgments. 

ll. In that day ; the day of God’s vengeance 
upon the wicked; the same as “the day of the 
Lord,” in the following verse. 
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God’s judgments. iSAIAH III. Ruin caused by sin 


A.M.s¥4 13 And upon all the *cedars of|lem and from Judah the ‘stay and the 
Lebanon, that are high and lifted up, and | staff, the whole stay of bread, and the 
upon all the oaks of Bashan, whole stay of water, . 
14 And upon all the high mountains,; 2 The mighty man, and the man of 
and upon all the hills that are lifted up, | war, the judge, and the prophet, and the 
15 And upon every high tower, and | prudent, and the ancient, 


upon every fenced wall, 3 The captain of fifty, and *the honor- 
16 And upon all the ships of Tarshish, | able man, and the counsellor, and the cun- 
and upon all *pleasant pictures. ning artificer, and the ft eloquent orator. 


17 And the “loftiness of man shall be} 4 And I will give "children to be their 
bowed down, and the haughtiness of men princes, and babes shall rule over them. 
shall be made low; and the Lorp alone| 5 And the people shall be oppressed, 
shall be exalted in that day. every one by another, and every one by 

18 Andtheidolstheshallutterly abolish. his neighbor: the child shall behave 

19 And they shall go into the holes of himself proudly against the ancient, and 
the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, the base against the honorable. 
for fear of the Lorn, and for the glory of 6 When a man shall take hold of his 
his majesty, when he ariseth to shake brother of the house of his father, saying, 
terribly * the earth. Thou hast clothing, be thou our ruler, 

20 In that day a man shall cast his and /et this ruin be under thy hand: 
idols of silver, and his idols of gold, 7 In that day shall he +swear, saying, 
which they made !! each one for himself to I will not be a healer; for in my house 
worship, to the moles and to the bats; ‘is neither bread nor clothing: make me 

21 To go into the clefts of the rocks, and not a ruler of the people. 
into the tops of the ragged rocks, forfearof 8 For Jerusalem is ‘ruined, and Judah 
the Lorp, and for the glory of his majesty, is fallen: because ‘their tongue and 
when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. their doings are against the LorD, to pro- 

22 Cease‘ ye from man, whose breath zs voke the ‘eyes of his glory. 
in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be) 9 The show of their 'countenance doth 





accounted of ? witness against them; and they declare 
their sin as Sodom, they hide zt not. Woe 
CHAPTER III. unto their soul! for they have rewarded 


1 The great confusion which cometh by sin. 9 The! eyj] unto themselves. 


impudency of the people. 12 The oppression and ? : ; 
covetousness of the rulers. 16 The judgments which| 10 Say ye to the righteous, ™ that zt shall 


shall be for the pride of the women. be well with him: for they shall eat the 
OR, behold, the Lord, the Lorn of) fruit of their doings. 
hosts, doth take away from Jerusa-| 11 Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill 














a Ezek. 31:3; Zech. 11:1,2. * Heb. pictures of desire. bver. | f Lev. 26:26. & 2 Kings, 24:14. * Heb. a man eminent in coun- 
ll. ¢ Or, shall utterly pass away. Heb. dust. © Hag. 2:6, | tenance. + Or, skilful of speech. h Eccles. 10:16. _{ Heb. life 
21; Heb. 12:26,27. 4 Heb. the idols of his silver. || Or, for | up the hand; Gen. 14:22. Heb. binderup. i Micah 3:12. 
him. 4 Psa. 146:3,4; Jer.17:5. ¢ chap. 36:12; Jer. 38:9. | j Lam. 5:16,17. & 1 Cor. 10:22. 1 Jer. 3:3, m Eccl. 8: 12, 13. 

13-16. Cedars—pictures ; the various objects | bellion against God, they fall with irresistible force, 
enumerated in these verses denote generally all|and grind them to powder. 
that in which the people put their delight and con-| 18, The end of all God’s judgments is the purifi- 





fidence. et eae cation of his people from their sins, and their resto- 
20. Cast hisidols ; cast them away in his flight | ration to communion with himself and fruitfulness 
into dark holes. in his service. 


22, From man; fromconfidenceinman. Breath| 22. They who trust for deliverance and salvation 

is in his nostrils; who is frail and short-lived. | to man, instead of God, meet with speedy and utter 
INSTRUCTIONS. disappointment. 

2. God’s infinite power, faithfulness, and love CHAPTER III. 
are pledged to give to his Son“ the heathen for his} 1. For behold, the Lord—doth take away, 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth|the reason is here given why the people should 
for his possession ;” so that in the darkest times his | cease from confidence in man. The stay and the 
servants can labor for his cause with the assurance | staff; every kind of stay, including men and means 
of final and complete success. in the widest sense. 

4. In its spirit and principles the gospel is op-| 4. Children—babes ; unworthy and incompe- 

sed to war, injustice, and oppression of every | tent men. 

ind; and its universal prevalence will bring to| 5. The people shall be oppressed ; this verse 
all nations perpetual peace, harmony, and blessed-| describes the confusion that follows from having 
ness. for their rulers children and babes. 

6. When God’s people seek deliverance fromthe} 6. When; in the time of this confusion and dis- 
troubles which their own sins have brought upon| tress. Thou hast clothing ; decent raiment, such 
them, by allying themselves to the men of this/as a ruler is required to wear. These words show 
world, and following their evil ways, they only | how deep and general is the prevailing poverty. 
involve themselves in deeper misery and ruin. 7. A healer; a binder up of the state, in its 

10-17. Before God’s judgments, the mightiest | broken and ruined condition. 
nations are weak as a little child. Upon the high| 9. The show of their countenance; its bold 
in power and place, who have been leaders in re-! and shameless look. 
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Judgments for the 


with him: for the reward of his hands 
shall be *given him. 

12 J As for my people, chiidren are 
their oppressors, and women rule over 
them. O my people, they which 7 lead 
thee cause thee to err, and #destroy the 
way of thy paths. 

13 The Lorp standeth up to “plead, 
and standeth to judge the people. 

14 The Lorp will enter into judgment 
with the ancients of his people, and the 
princes thereof: for ye have eaten up 
the vineyard; the spoil of the poor zs 
in your houses. 

15 What mean ye that ye beat °my peo- 
ple to pieces, and grind the faces of the 
poor? saith the Lord Gop of hosts. 

16 §| Moreover the Lorp saith, Because 
the daughters of Zion are haughty, and 
walk with stretched forth necks and 
wanton! eyes, walking and *mincing as 
they go, and making a tinkling with their 
feet: 

17 Therefore the Lord will smite with 
a scab the crown of the head of the 
daughters of Zion, and the Lorp will 
discover? their secret parts. 

18 In that day the Lord will take away 
the bravery of their tinkling ornaments 
about their feet, and their +cauls, and their 
round tires like the moon, 

19 The Schains, and the bracelets, and 
the | mufflers, 
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pride of women, 


20 The bonnets, and the orna- *,% "4 
ments of the legs, and the headbands, 
and the *tablets, and the ear-rings, 

21 The rings, and nose-jewels, 

22 The changeable suits of apparel, 
and the mantles, and the wimples, and 
the crisping-pins, 

23 The glasses, and the fine linen, and 
the hoods, and the veils. 

24 And it shall come to pass, that in- 
stead of sweet smell there shall be stink; 
and instead of a girdle a rent; and in- 
stead of well set hair “baldness ; and in- 
stead of a stomacher a girding of sack- 
cloth; and burning instead of beauty. 

25 Thy men shall fall by the sword, 
and thy tmighty in the war. 

26 And ‘her gates shall lament and 
mourn; and she being #desolate shall 
sitf upon the ground. 


CHAPTER IV. 


In the extremity of evils, Christ’s kingdom shall be a 
sanctuary. 


ND in that day seven women shall 
take hold of one man, saying, We 
will eat our own bread, and wear our 
own apparel; only let Sus be called by 
thy name, !|to take away our reproach. 
2 In that day shall the §branch of the 
Lorp be *beautiful and glorious, and the 
fruit of the earth shall be excellent and 
comely for tthem that are escaped of 
Israel. 





* Heb. done to. ft Or, call thee blessed, 
a Micah6:2. % Or,burnt, b Mat. 21:33. ¢ chap. 58:4. {| Heb. 
deceiving with their eyes. * Or, tripping nicely.  f Heb. make 
naked. +t Or, net-works. % Or, sweet balls. || Or, spangled or- 
naments. * Heb. houses of the soul. 4 Micah1:16. ft Heb. 


+ Heb. swallow up. 


might. e Lam.1:4. ¢ Or, emptied; Heb. cleansed; 2 Kings, 
21:13. f Lam. 2:10. Heb. thy name be called upon us. || Or, 
take thou away. g Jer. 23:5,6; Zech. 6:12,13. * Heb, beauty 
and glory. }+ Heb. the escaping of Israel. 





12. Destroy the way of thy paths; place in 
is, as it were, stumbling-blocks and pitfalls; that 
is, hinder the people from walking in the right way, 
and thus destroy them. 

14. Ancients; elders, that is, rulers. Vzve- 
yard ; put figuratively for the Lord’s people com- 
mitted to their care. 

15. Grind the faces of the poor; either, grind 
their persons, that is, crush them; or, grind their 
faces upon the ground by trampling them under foot. 

16. Malone a ankiaie ; with the ankle-bands 
attached to their feet. Ver. 18. These were per- 
haps set with small bells. 

18-24. Bravery; show, or splendor. Rownd 
tires; ornaments for the head, resembling the 
moon in shape. Chains; or pendants. Mzf- 
Jlers ; a species of veil consisting of two parts, the 
one thrown back over the head, the other hanging 
down in front, with a space between for the eyes. 
Ornaments of the legs; ankle-chains, passing 
from one ankle-band to the other, so as to produce 
a short, mincing step. They are still used in the 
East. Tadlets; or, smelling-boxes. Wuamples ; 
that is, hoods or veils. Better perhaps, robes. 
Crisping-pins ; for the hair. Most commentators 
render the original word purses. Glasses ; portable 
mirrors. Burning; from exposure to the sun, or 
perhaps from disease. Some of the terms in these 
verses are of uncertain meaning, nor is it essential 
that we should know their exact form and use. 
They al: pertained to female luxury and vanity. 

20. Thy men; Jerusalem is addressed. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. When God would chastise a nation for its sins, 
he very commonly takes away its able and faithful 
men, and gives it up to the dominion of the weak 
and the wicked. 

6-8. Sin long persisted in, amidst God’s warn- 
ings and judgments, will bring the mightiest nation 
to degradation and distress. 

12-15. All rulers, civil and spiritual, are en- 
trusted with authority for the good of the people. 
When they abuse their power by leading the people 
into error, and by oppressing ae spoiling the weak, 
God himself will execute judgment upon them. 

16-26. Female vanity and luxury are offensive 
to God. They contribute largely to the corruption 
of morals and the decline of vital religion, and God 
will punish them with exemplary severity. 


CHAPTER IV. 


1. In that day; in the day of the calamities 
foretold at the close of the preceding chapter. 
Seven women—our reproach ; the men have fall- 
en in war, chap. 3:25, so that the surviving women 
cannot find husbands. Seven women ask from one 
man the privilege of being called each his wife, and 
voluntarily offer to resign all the usual advantages 
of that relation. Take away our reproach ; the 
reproach of being unmarried and childless, which 
the Hebrew women regarded as a great calamity. 
Gen. 29:32; 30:1; 1 Sam. 1: 6-8; Psa. 113:9. 

2. In that day; in the day of these judgments, 
including also the period that follows them. We are 
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: the earth. The 


The parable 


ot* =63 And it shall come to pass, that 


he that is left in Zion, and he that remain- 
eth in Jerusalem, shall b% *called holy, 
even every one that is written *among 
the living in Jerusalem: 

4 When the Lord shall have » washed 
away the filth of the daughters of Zion, 
and shall have purged the blood of Jeru- 
salem from the midst thereof by the spirit 
of judgment, and by the spirit of burning. 

5 And the Lorp will create upon every 
dwelling-place of mount Zion, and upon 
her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by 
day, and the shining of a flaming “fire 
by night: for t upon all the glory shall be 
a +defence. 

6 And there shall be a tabernacle for a 
shadow in the daytime from the heat, 
and for a place of refuge, and for a cov- 
ert from storm and from rain. 


CHAPTER V. 


1 Under the parable of a vineyard God excuseth his se- 
vere judgment. 8 His judgments upon covetousness, 
11 upon lasciviousness, 13 upon impiety, 20 and upon 
injustice. 26 The-executioners of God’s judgments. 


OW will I sing to my well beloved 


a song of my beloved touching his’ 


vineyard. My well beloved hath a 
vineyard® in $a very fruitful hill: 

2 And he |! fenced it, and gathered out 
the stones thereof, and planted it with 


the choicest ‘vine, and built a tower in. 


the midst of it, and also *made a wine- 





a chap. 60:21; Heb. 12:14. * Or, to life; Rev.21:27. b Zech. 
13:1. ¢ Zech, 2:5. ft Or, above. }$ Heb. covering. d chap. 
25:4. e Luke 20:9,etc. Heb. the horn of the son of oil. 
|| Or, made a wall about it, f Jer.2:21. * Heb. hewed. g Psa. 








not to inquire here after a single exact date. The 
prophecy belongs to that class which have a pro- 
gressive fulfilment. Its immediate reference prob- 
ably was to the Babylonish captivity, which ended 
in the purification of the people from idolatry, and 
their restoration under Ezra, Ratainials and others. 
But it covered also “the great and terrible day of 
the Lord,” Joel 2:31, when Jerusalem was de- 
Stroyed by the Romans, as well as the might 

judgments yet to come, the final issue of hich 
shall be the triumph of Christ’s kingdom over all 
ranch of the Lord; the Mes- 
siah. See note on chap. 11:1; and Jer. 23:5; 
33:15; Zech. 3:8; 6:12. It is not, however, the 
person of the Messiah alone, apart from his body 
the church; but the Messiah in his church as her 
Head, and the author of all her fruitfulness, both 
before and after his advent. For this reason God 
calls the church herself, as united to Christ, “ the 
branch of my planting.” Chap. 60:21; compare 
John 15:1-7. The fruit of the earth ; that is, 
of the promised land where the Messiah should 
appear. Them that are escaped; that escaped 

ese judgments. 

3. Written among the living ; the living, are 
the “escaped of Israel.” Ver. 2. To be written 
among them, is to belong to their number. 

4. Bloodof Jerusalem ; blood-guiltiness. Spir- 
it of judgment—burning ; the Holy Spirit, oper- 
ating in and through judgments which, like fire, 
purity while they destroy. 

5. Acloud and. pit by day—fire by night ; 


ISAIAH V. 


of a vineyard. 


press therein: and he looked that it 
should bring forth grapes, and it brought 
forth wild grapes. 

3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, be- 
twixt me and my vineyard. 

4 What could have been done more to 
my vineyard, that I have not done in it2 
wherefore, when I looked that it should 
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild 
grapes ? 

5 And now go to; I will tell you what 
I will do to my vineyard: I will take 
away the £hedge thereof, and it shall be 
eaten up; and break down the wall there- 
of, and it shall be f trodden down: 

6 And I will lay it waste: it shall not 
be pruned, nor digged; but there shall 
come up briers and thorns: [ will also 
‘command the clouds that they rain no 
‘rain upon it. 
| 7 For the vineyard of the Lorp of hosts 
is the house of Israel, and the men of Ju- 
dah his #pleasant plant: and he looked 
for judgment, but behold ‘oppression ; 
for righteousness, but behold a ery. 

8 §| Woe unto them that "join house to 
house, that lay field to field, till there be 
‘no place, that !!they may be placed alone 
in the midst of the earth! 

| 9 In* mine ears said the Lorp of hosts, 
Oftatruth many houses shall be desolate, 
even great and fair, without inhabitant. 





80:12,13. f Heb. for a treading. + Heb. plant of his pleasures. 
4 Heb. a scab. h Mic.2:2. || Heb. ye. * Or, This is in mine 


ears. ¢ Heb. Jf not. 





_as of old, when Israel came out of Egypt. Ex. 13:21. 
Upon all the glory ; over all Zion, now rendered 
glorious in holiness. Ver. 3. A defence; the de- 
tence of the cloud by day and fire by night. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

God governs the world for the good of his church, 
and his most terrible judgments have for their end 
her purification and enlargement. In the darkest 
times we should not despond, but rather comfort 
ourselves with the assurance that they will in due 
time usher in a bright and joyous day for all that 
love Christ. 


CHAPTER V. 


1. Will I; the prophet. My well beloved ; 
God, or, which is the same, Christ, the Lord of the 
vineyard. Chap. 27:2; Psa. 80:8; Jer. 2:21; 
Mat. 21:33. <A song of my beloved; of his in- 
diting. 

3. Inhabitants of Jerusalem—men of Ju- 
dah ; they are themselves the vineyard, and thus 
he calls upon them to pass sentence on them- 
selves. 

4. More; in the way of care and cultivation. 

8. That join house to house ; after a general 
denunciation of God’s judgments upon the people 
for their degeneracy, the prophet proceeds to rebuke 
particular abounding sins. No place; no place 
more, not possessed by them, so that the poor are 
crowded out. 

9. In mine ears; see chap. 22:14. Many 
houses ; the houses of these avaricious men. 





God’s judgments 


10 Yea,* ten acres of vineyard shall 
yield one bath, and the seed of a homer 
shall yield an ephah. 

11 Y Woe unto them that rise up early 
in the morning, that they may follow 
strong drink; that continue until night, 
till wine *inflame them ! 

12 And *the harp and the viol, the ta- 
bret and pipe and wine, are in their 
feasts: but they ‘regard not the work of 
the Lorp, neither consider the operation 
of his hands. 

13 {| Therefore my people are gone into 
captivity, because “they have no know- 
ledge: and their thonorable men are fam- 
ished, and their multitude dried up with 
thirst. 

14 Therefore hell hath enlarged her- 
self, and opened her mouth without 
measure: and their glory, and their mul- 
titude, and their pomp, and he that re- 
joiceth, shall descend into it. 

15 And the mean man shall be brought 
down, and the mighty man shall be hum- 
bled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be 
humbled: . 

16 But the Lorn of hosts shall be ex- 
alted in judgment, and + God that is holy 
shall be sanctified in righteousness. 

17 Then shall the lambs feed after their 
manner, and the waste places of the fat 
ones shall strangers eat. 

18 Woe unto them that draw iniquity 
with cords of vanity, and sin as it were 
with a cart rope: 

19 That say, ° Let him make speed, and 
hasten his work, that we may see zt ; and 
let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel 
draw nigh and come, that we may know 
at ! 

20 §| Woe unto them that ‘Scall evil 
good, and good evil; that put darkness 





po @ diag. = 9-11. c Psa. 
28:5. d Hosea4:6; Luke19:44. + Heb.glory are men of fam- 
ine. } Or, the holy God; Heb. the God the holy. e 2 Pet. 3:3, 4. 


* Or, pursue them, b Amos 6:5, 6. 
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for light, and light for darkness ; *,"6%¢: ; 


upon sinners. 


that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter ! 
21 Woe unto them that are wise in their 


sight ! ; 

22 Woe unto them that are mighty to 
drink wine, and men of strength to min- 
gle strong drink: 

23 Which justify the wicked for reward, 
and take away the righteousness of the 
righteous from him! 

24 Therefore as the *fire devoureth the 
stubble, and the flame consumeth the 
chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, 
and their blossom shall go up as dust: 
because they have cast away the law of 
the Lorp of hosts, and despised the word 
of the Holy One of Israel. 

25 Therefore is the anger of the Lorp 
kindled against his people, and he hath 
stretched forth his hand against them, 
and hath smitten them: and the hills did 
tremble,® and their carcasses were torn 
int the midst of the streets. For ‘all 
this his anger is not turned away, but 
his hand is stretched out still. 

26 §| And he will lift up an ensign to 
the nations from far, and will hiss unto 
them from the end of the earth: and be- 
hold, they shall come with speed swiftly: 

27 None jshall be weary nor stumble 
among them; none shall slumber nor 


loins be loosed, nor the latchet of their 
shoes be broken: 

28 Whose arrows are sharp, and all 
their bows bent, their horses’ hoofs shall 
be counted like flint, and their wheels 
like a whirlwind: 

29 Their roaring shall be like a lion, 
they shall roar like young lions; yea, 


| Het. 
Hab. 





f Prov. 26:12. 
* Heb. tongue of fire. g Mat. 3:12. 
i Lev. 26:14, etc. j Joel 2:3-11. 


Le Heb. say concerning evil, It is good. 
before their face. 
3:6. +f Or, as dung. 





10. One bath; of wine; the bath contained be- 
tween seven and eight gallons. A homer ; about 
eight bushels. Az ephah; about three pecks. 
Their punishment shall correspond with their sins. 

12. Work of the Lord —operation of his 
hands ; his judgments upon the ungodly. Com- 
pare chap. 28:21; Hab. 1:9. 

16. Exalted in judgment — sanctified in 
righteousness ; his power and holiness shall be 
gloriously displayed in his righteous judgments. 
Chap. 1: 27. 

17. After their manner, at pleasure, from the 
abundance of pasture. The fat ones; the rich 
sinners mentioned in ver. 8. The prophet threat- 
ens a general devastation, which shall convert Ju- 
dea into pasture-ground for the surrounding people. 

18. Draw iniguity ; laboriously urge on their 
wicked schemes. Cords of vanity ; cords of wick- 
edness; that is, wicked means and measures. A 
cart rope ; a strong rope, implying great exertion. 

19. His work—counsel; the threatened judg- 
ments of God. These men are scorners. 
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20. Call evil good, and good evil; pervert the 
true nature of things. 

23. Take away the righteousness of the 
righteous; condemn him when his cause is right- 
eous. 

24. Go wp as dust; wither and ascend like 
dust into the air. 

25. Did tremble; atthe presence of God. For 
all this; notwithstanding all these judgments. 
Stretched out still; in wrath, because they still 
persist in sin. 

26. Lift up an ensign; on a mountain, as a 
rallying point, in accordance with the custom of 
ancient warfare. To the nations; to the heathen 
nations. Hiss wnto them; call them, as bees 
were anciently called, by a hissing or whistling 
noise. 

27. Loosed—broken ; 
their march. 

28. Counted like flint ; in ancient times horses 
were not shod; hence, hardness of hoof was an 
essential quality of the war-horse. 


nothing shall interrupt 





own’ eyes, and prudent lin their own 


sleep; neither shall the girdle of their - 


Rise 








Vision of the Lord 
AM * they shall roar, and lay hold of the 
prey, and shall carry it away safe, and. 
none shall deliver zt. 

30 And in that day they shall roar 
against them like the roaring of the sea: 
and if one look unto the land, behold 
darkness and *sorrow ; tand the light is 
darkened in the heavens thereof. 


CHAPTER VI. 


1 Isaiah, in a vision of the Lord in his glory, 5 being 
terrified, is confirmed for his message. 9 He showeth 
the obstinacy of the people unto their desolation. 13 
A remnant shall be saved. 


N the *year that king Uzziah died I 
saw Palso the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up, and ¢ his train 
filled the temple. 
2 Above it stood the seraphim: each 
one had six wings; with twain he coy- 


ered his face, and with ‘twain he covered | 


his feet, and with twain he did fly. 

3 And Sone cried unto another, and 
said, Holy, holy, holy, zs the Lorn of 
hosts: !!'the whole earth zs full of his 
glory. 

4 And the posts of the *door moved at 

* Or, distress. f Or, when it is light, it shall be dark in the de- 
structions thereof. ® 2Kings, 15:7. » 1 Kings, 22:19, ¢ Or, 


the skirts thereof. ¢ Ezek.1: 11. @ Heb. this cried tothis. || Heb. 
his glory is the fulness of the whole earth. * Heb. thresholds. 
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in his glory. 


the voice of him that cried, and the 
house was filled with smoke. 

5 YJ Then said I, Woe zs me! for I am 
undone ;f ¢because I am a man of un- 
clean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips: for mine eyes 
have seen the King, the Lorp of hosts. 

6 Then flew one of the seraphim unto 
me, #having a live coal in his hand, 
which he had taken with the tongs from 
off the °altar: ; 

7 And he Slaid it upon my mouth, and 
said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and 
thine iniquity is taken away, and thy 
sin purged. 

8 4] Also heard the voice of the Lord, say- 
| ing, Whom shallI send, and who will go 
torus? Then said I,!| HereamI; send me. 
| 9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, 
Hear ye *indeed, but understand not; 
and see ye tindeed, but perceive not. 

10 Make the heart of this people fat, and 
make their ears heavy, and shut their 
eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and understand with 
their heart, and convert, and be healed. 
+ Heb. cut off. @ Zech. 3:1-7. f$ Heb. and in his hand a live 


coal. e Rev. 8:3. @ Heb. caused it to touch. || Heb. Behold me. 
* Or, without ceasing; Heb. in hearing. + Heb. in seeing. 














30. If one look unto the land; by a sudden 
change of figure, alluding to “the roaring of the 
sea,” they who were just now regarded as the help- 
less prey of roaring lions, are compared to tempest- 
tossed mariners, who look to the land for light and 
hope, but all is darkness. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. The best religious culture will not of itself 
preserve nations, churches, or families from degen- 
eracy ; a painful demonstration of the deep corrup- 
tion and desperate wickedness of the human heart. 

4. The barrenness and positive sinfulness of God’s 
visible people are not chargeable to any neglect on 
his part. We has bestowed upon them abundant 
labor, and has a right to expect from them an abun- 
dant harvest of righteousness. 

5, 6. Nations and churches that despise and abuse 
their religious privileges will be given up to spirit- 
ual desolation, often accompanied with heavy out- 
ward judgments; and the kingdom of God will be 
taken from them and given to others. Mat. 21:43. 

8-10. Rich and powerful oppressors are not above 
the reach of God’s judgments. With infinite ease 
he can take from them all their possessions, or turn 
them into barrenness by his curse. 

12, 23. Indulgence in strong drink is naturally 
connected with Fergethahisns of God and wickedness 
of every kind. 

13. Want of religious instruction is the ruin of 
nations and churches. 

18-21. Perverse scoffers, who in their pride and 
self-complacency mock at God’s threatenings and 
confound sin with holiness, are past reproof. They 
must learn their folly by feeling the power of that 
wrath which they have dared to challenge. 

24-30. God has an infinite storehouse of judg- 
ments at his disposal. At his bidding they come 
forth armed with irresistible power, and fall upon 
the mightiest nations as devouring fire upon dry 
stubble. When he visits men to punish them for 
their iniquities, there is no deliverance from his 


almighty hand. Repentance or ruin must be the 
certain issue. 
CHAPTER VI. 

1. In the year that king Uzziah died ; many 
regard this vision as the prophet’s inauguration to 
his office. But this isuncertain. The Lord; Je- 
hovah: applied to Christ, John 12:41; and to the 
Holy Ghost, Acts 28:25, ete. His train; a wide 
train is the emblem of kingly dignity. 

2. Seraphim ; “burning ones :” fave they rep- 
resent the angelic host. Covered his face; before 
the majesty of the Lord. Covered his feet ; asa 
sign of reverence. Did fly; to execute the Lord’s 
commands. : 

3. Holy, holy, holy; the threefold repetition 
denotes intensity. Jer. 22:29; Ezek. 21:27. Some 
suppose an allusion to the Trinity. 

4. Moved—filled with smoke; the trembling 
and the smoke were symbols of God’s presence. 
Ex. 19:18; 40:34, 35; 1 Kings, 8: 10-12; Rev. 
15:8. 

5. A man of unclean lips—people of unclean 
lips ; unfit to join in these lofty praises, or to utter 
God’s holy name. 

6. The altar; the altar of burnt-offering, which 
stood in the court of the temple, on which fire was 
kept continually burning. Ley. 6: 12, 13. 

7. Taken away—purged,; his sin is pardoned, 
and he is now prepared both to join in the praises 
of the seraphim, and to deliver God’s messages to 
the people. ; 

10. Make the heart of this people fat; the 
prophet makes the heart of the people fat, because, 
through their perverseness, this is the effect of his 
labor. Lest they see with their eyes—and be 
healed ; these words express the result of their 
hardness and blindness as entering into God’s uni- 
versal plan, yet so that they are left free and re- 
sponsible. These awful words are repeatedly quot- 
ed in the New Testament and applied to the Jews 
of our Saviour’s day: Mat. 13:14,15; Mark 4:12; 
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King Ahaz 


11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And 
he answered, Until the cities be wasted 
without inhabitant, and the houses with- 
out man, and the land be *utterly desolate, 

12 And the Lorp have *removed men 
far away, and there be a great forsaking 
in the midst of the land. 

13 4 But yet in it shall be a tenth, fand 
it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a 
teil-tree, and as an oak, whose + substance 
is in them, when they cast their leaves: 
so the holy seed shall be the substance 
thereof. 


CHAPTER VII. 


1 Ahaz, being troubled with fear of Rezin and Pekah, 
is comforted by Isaiah. 10 Ahaz having liberty to 
choose a sign, and refusing it, hath for a sign, Christ 
promised. 17 His judgment is prophesied to come by 
Assyria. 

ND it °came to pass in the days of 
Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of 

Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the 

king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Rem- 

aliah, king of Israel, went up toward 

Jerusalem to war against it, but could 

not prevail against it. 

2 And it was told the house of Da- 

vid, saying, Syria $is confederate with 
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is comforted. 


Ephraim. And his heart was “yM¢*az 
moved, and the heart of his people, as 
the trees of the wood are moved with 
the wind. 

3 Then said the Lorp unto Isaiah, Go 
forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and 
Shear-jashub || thy son, at the end of the 
conduit of the upper pool, in the *high- 
way of the fuller’s field ; 

4 And say unto him, Take heed, and 
be quiet; fear not, tneither be faint- 
hearted for the two tails of these smok- 
ing firebrands, for the fierce anger of Re- 
zin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah. 

5 Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son 
of Remaliah, have taken evil counsel 
against thee, saying, 

6 Let us go up against Judah, and + vex 
it, and let us make a breach therein for 
us, and set a king in the midst of it, even 
the son of Tabeal: 

7 Thus saith the Lord Gop, It shall not 
stand, neither shall it come to pass. 

8 For the head of Syria 7s Damascus, 
and the head of Damascus 7s Rezin ; and 
within threescore and five years shall 
Ephraim be broken, ‘that it be not a 
people. 





* Heb. desulate with desolation, a 2 Kings, 25:21. ¢ Or, when 
it is returned, and hath been browsed. + Or, stock, or stem, b 2 
Kings, 16:5. @ Heb. resteth on. {| That is, The remnant shall 


return ; chap. 10:21. * Or, causeway. f Heb. let not thy heart 
be tender. { Or, weaken. Q Heb. froma. 





Luke 8:10; John 12:40; Acts 28:26, 27; Rom. 
11:8; but this does not exclude their previous ful- 
filment in the days of Isaiah and his successors. 
See note on chap. 4:2. 

i apse the cities be wasted—a great 
forsaking ; fulfilled in the Babylonish captivity, 
and more awfully in the destruction of Jerusalem 
by the Romans, and the present condition of the 
Jews to this day. 

13. In it; in the desolated land. A tenth; 
a small remnant. Shall return, and shall be 
eaten; shall again be eaten, that is, shall be wast- 
ed by new judgments. Tedl-tree; terebinth, a 
large tree common in Palestine. Substance ; that 
is, stock, or living root. Cast their leaves ; rather, 
“are cast down.” The holy seed; the surviving 
remnant of pious Israelites. The sewbstance there- 
of; the living stock of the land. As the life of a 
tree, when cut down, is perpetuated in its root and 
may produce a new tree, so the holy seed shall sur- 
vive all these judgments and again replenish the 
land. Compare Dan. 4:16, 26. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. A view of God’s infinite majesty and holiness 
brings a deep and humbling sense of our own vile- 
ness. It is only they who remain ignorant of God, 
that are ignorant of their own wickedness. 

7. God discloses to us our exceeding sinfulness, 
that he may prepare the way for our pardon and 
sanctification through the blood of Christ; and we 
generally find that the cleansing power of his Spirit 
follows his convicting power. A deep experience 
of guiltiness, and a corresponding experience of 
God’s pardoning mercy, are especially necessary to 
those who are called to preach Christ crucified to 
their fellow-men. 

8. True humility, however deep, will not hinder 
God’s servants from undertaking the most arduous 
and responsible service to which he plainly calls them. 
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9, God’s ministers are responsible only for the 
faithful delivery of his message to their fellow-men. 
To many of them this may become the occasion of 
increased hardness and deeper condemnation ; but 
such a result can only be through their own wilful 
blindness and cherished obduracy of heart. 

10. The most dreadful calamity which can befall 
men is, that God should give them up to their own 
hearts’ lusts, and leave them to walk in their own 
counsels. They then go on hardening themselves 
in sin under all the means of grace which he has 
appointed, and make themselves “ vessels of wrath 
fitted to destruction.” Psa. 81:12; Rom. 9: 22. 

11, 12. As no nation ever enjoyed privileges like 
those conferred upon God’s covenant people, so 
none ever suffered such terrible judgments for the 
abuse of these privileges. Herein they are set forth 
as an example to the rest of mankind. 

13. Amid the most desolating judgments, God 
spares a “holy seed” for the perpetuation and in- 
crease of his church in coming ages. 

CHAPTER VII. 

1. Syria; this kingdom, of which Damascus 
was the capital, lay to the north-east of Israel, and 
east of Hermon. For this invasion, see 2 Kings, 
16 :5-9; 2 Chron. 28: 5-8. 

3. The wpper pool ; on the west of Jerusalem, 
at the head of the valley of Hinnom. 

4. Two tails of these smoking firebrands ; 
these two ends of smoking firebrands. The lan- 
guage implies that their fire was well-nigh spent; 
that is, that they could do little further injury. 

5. Ephraim; put here for the ten tribes, of 
which it was the most important. 

6. Son of Tabeal; nothing further is known 
of him. 

8. The head of Syria is Damascus ; Damas- 
cus is and shall remain the head of Syria alone. 
So Rezin shall be the head of Damascus alone, and 


ORL We 








Why 


=: 


Christ promised, 
pew: =©99 And the head of Ephraim is 


Samaria, and the head of Samaria is 
Remaliah’s son. *If ye will not believe, 
surely ye shall not be established. 

10 §{ Moreovert the Lorp spake again 
unto Ahaz, saying, 

11 Ask thee a *sign of the Lorp thy 
God; task it either in the depth, or in 
the height above. 

12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, nei- 
ther will I tempt the Lorp. 

13 And he said, Hear ye now, O house of 
David; Isita small thing for you to weary 
men, but will ye weary my God also? 

14 Therefore the Lord himself shall 
give you a sign; Behold,”a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a “son, and $shall 
call his name Immanuel. 


15 Buiter and honey shall he eat, that. 


he may know to refuse the evil, and 
choose the good. 

16 For before the child shall know to 
refuse the evil, and choose the good, the 
land that thou abhorrest shall be forsak- 
en of both her kings. 

17 §{/ The Lorp shall bring upon thee, 
and upon thy people, and upon thy fa- 
ther’s house, days that have not come, 
from the day that Ephraim departed from 
Judah; even the king of Assyria. 





* Or, Do ye not believe? it is because ye are not stuble. + Heb. 
And the LORD added to speak. a chap. 38:7, 22. r, make 
thy petition deep. » Luke 1:31-35. ¢ Mat.1:23, Ur, thou, O 
not of Jerusalem also. Shall Ephraim be broken ; 
by the power of Assyria. the subjugation of 

phraim, or the ten tribes, began soon after this 
alge and was completed by Esar-haddon, 2 

ings, 17: 24, about sixty-five years after. 

12. I will not ask; the language of unbelief 
and worldly confidence under the form of rever- 
ence. 

13. He; the prophet. Weary my God; by 
refusing the offered sign, in addition to all your 
other provocations. 

14. The Lord himself; the word “himself” is 
emphatic; the Lord will do this without being 
asked, for his own glory. Shall give you a 
sign; Ahaz had refused a sign addressed to sight. 
God now promises the people a sign addressed to 
faith ; a sign therefore for the believing portion of 
the people. A virgin shail conceive; compare 
Mat. 1:23; Luke 1: 34, 35. 

15. Butter and honey shail he eat; he shall 
live on the products of the untilled soil. See note 
on ver. 20. That he may know; or, “until he 
know.” See ver. 16. 

16. To refuse the evil—choose the good ; to 
exercise discretion; that is, within a few years. 
This plainly refers to Immanuel. The prophet in 
vision sees the child already born, and makes his 
infancy the measure of the time that is to elapse 
before the promised deliverance from Syria and 
Israel. But some suppose a double reference, first, 
to some well-known virgin, probably already be- 
trothed, the birth of whose son should be a pledge 
of deliverance to Israel; and then to the Messiah, 








_ who should be literally born of a virgin. The land; 


a and Syria considered as one hostile con- 
federacy. Shall be forsuken of both her kings; 


ISAIAH VII. 





for a sign 


18 And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that the Lorp shall hiss for the fly 
that 2s in the uttermost part of the rivers 
of Egypt, and for the bee that zs in the 
land of Assyria. ; 

19 And ‘they shall come, and shall rest 
all of them in the desolate valleys, and 
in the holes of the rocks, and upon all 
thorns, and upon all |! bushes. 

20 In the same day shall the Lord 
shave with a razor that is hired, namely, 
by them beyond the river, by the king of 
Assyria, the head, and the hair of the 
feet: and it shall also consume the 
beard. 

21 And it shall come to pass in that 
day, thut a man shall nourish a young 
cow and two sheep; 

22 And it shall come to pass, for the 
abundance of milk that they shall give, 
he shall eat butter: for butter and honey 
shallevery one eat that is left *in the land. 

23 And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that every place shall be, where 
there were a thousand vines at a thou- 


sand silverlings, it shall even be for briers 


and thorns. 

24 With arrows and with bows shall 
men come thither; because all the land 
shall become briers and thorns. 





Virgin, sha/t. d Jer. 16:16. || Or, commendable trees. * Heb. 
in the midst of. 





or, “before whose kings thou art afraid shall be 
forsaken ;” that is, desolated. 

17. Shall bring upon thee; the present fear 
was groundless; but greater distress should come 
from the Assyrians in whom Ahaz put his conti- 
dence, and whom he hired to defend him against 
the kings of Syria and Israel. 2 Kings, 16: 5-9; 
2 Chron. 28: 16-21. Days; days of calamity. 
The Assyrians reduced Ahaz to a state of vassal- 
age, and this led to the invasion of Judah by Sen- 
nacherib, in Hezekiah’s day. 2 Kings, 18: 7, 
13-16. 

18. [Tiss for the fly—the bee; see note on chap. 
5:26. The fly, which abounds in the marshes of 
Egypt, is a symbol for the Egyptian, and the bee, 
for the Assyrian armies, both of which distressed 
Judah in its decline. The figure intimates the great 
number of the enemy. 

19. Desolate valleys—upon all bushes; the 
common resting-places of these insects. The mean- 
ing is, that they shall fill the land. 

20. A razor that 1s hired; employed by God 
as the instrument of his wrath. The figure is here 
changed. Beyond the river; the Euphrates. 
Head—hair of the feet—-beard ; Judah shall be 
completely shorn, that is, desolated. 

21, 22. A man shall nourish—shall eat but- 
ter; that is, if a man have but a young cow and 
a couple of sheep, he shall from the abundance of 
milk eat butter, etc. In other words, the whole 
land shall be left untilled, and shall become luxu- 
riant pasture-ground. Butter and honey shail 
every one eat; he shall live on the products of 
the untilled soil, which few are left to consume. 

24. With arrows and with bows; to hunt 
wild game. 
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Israel and Judah to be 


25 And on all hills that shall be digged 
with the mattock, there shall not come 
thither the fear of briers and thorns: but 
it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, 
and for the treading of lesser cattle. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


In Maher-shalal-hash-baz, he prophesieth that Syria 
and Israel shall be subdued by Assyria. 5 Judah 
likewise for her infidelity. 9 God’s judgment shall 
be unresistible. 11 Comfort shall be to them that 
fear God. 19 Great afflictions to idolaters. 


OREOVER the Lorp said unto me, 

Take thee a great roll, and write in 

it with a man’s pen concerning * Maher- 
shalal-hash-baz. 

2 And I took unto me faithful witnesses 
to record, *Uriah the priest, and Zecha- 
riah the son of Jeberechiah. 

3 And I twent unto the prophetess ; 
and she conceived, and bareason.. Then 
said the Lorp to me, Call his name Ma- 
her-shalal-hash-baz. 

4 For *before the child shall have 
knowledge to cry, My father, and my 
mother, the #riches of Damascus and the 
spoil of Samaria shall be taken ‘away 
before the king of Assyria. 

5 § The Lorp spake also unto me again, 
saying, 

6 Forasmuch as this people refuseth 
the waters of 4Shiloah that go softly, and 
rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah’s son; — 

7 Now therefore, behold, the Lord bring- 


ry 


ISAIAH VIII. 


subdued by Assyria. 


eth up upon them the waters of *,%6°i: 
the river, strong and many, even °the 
king of Assyria, and all his glory: and 
he shall come up over all his channels, 
and go over all his banks: ; 

8 And he shall pass through Judah; he 
shall overflow and go over, he shall reach 
even to the neck; and the § stretching out 
of his wings shall ‘fill the breadth of thy 
land, O Immanuel. 

9 4 Associate yourselves, O'ye people, 
and|! ye shall be broken in pieces ; and 
give ear, all ye of far countries: gird 
yourselves, and ye shall be broken in 
pieces ; gird yourselves, and ye shall be 
broken in pieces. 

10 Take counsel together, and it shall 
come to naught: speak the word, and it 
shall not stand: for God zs with us. 

11 9] For the Lorp spake thus to me 
with *a strong hand, and instructed me 
that I should ‘not walk in the way of 
this people, saying, 

12 Say ye not, A confederacy, to all 
them to whom this people shall say, A 
confederacy ; neither’ fear ye their fear, 
nor be afraid. 


13 Sanctify the Lorp of hosts himself; _ 


and let *him be your fear, and let him be 
your dread. 

°14 And he shall be for a 'sanctuary ; 
but for a stone of ™stumbling and for a 
rock of "offence to both the houses of 





* Heb. In making speed to the spoil, he hasteneth the prey, or 
Make speed, etc. a2Kings,16:10. f Heb. approached. b chap. 
7:16. 4 Or, he that is before the king of Assyria shall take away 
the riches, ¢ chap.17:3; 2 Kings, 15:29; 16:9. d Neh. 3:15; 
John 9:7. e chap. 7:16,17. ® Heb. fulness of the breadth of 


f chap. 36:1, 
* Heb. wn 
k Luke 12:5. 


thy land shall be the stretchings out of his wings. 
etc. g chap. 37:36. h Psa. 46:1, 7. 
j 1 Peter, 3:14, 15. 

n Mat. 13: 57. 





25. Hills that shall be digged—there shall 
not come thither the fear; or, As to the hills 
now digged, or cultivated, men shall not come 
thither for fear, etc. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

4, Confidence in God’s presence and help is al- 
ways the privilege of those who are in the way of 
duty; and this ought to give them steadfastness 
and composure in the midst of the greatest dan- 
gers. 

7. The mightiest preparations for war avail 
nothing when they are contrary to God’s purposes. 

12. They who, like Ahaz, reject God’s proffered 
aid, and put their trust in earthly resources, are 
near destruction. 

14. While God punishes the unbelief and rebel- 
lion of his people, he will, for his own glory, fulfil 
all his promises to Zion, the sum of which is Jesus 
Christ, born of a virgin for our redemption. 

17. Alliances with the wicked may promise 
much at the beginning, but they end in disappoint- 
ment and ruin. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

1. A great roll; or, tablet to be publicly ex- 
hibited. W7th a man’s pen; in common charac- 
ters, which all might read. Maher-shalal-hash- 
baz; “hasten spoil, hurry plunder ;” this is the 
inscription on the tablet, prophetic of the speedy 
spoiling of Syria and Israel. 

2. Faithful witnesses ; probably of the date of 
this prophetic inscription, that its agreement with 
the event might be undeniable. 
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3. Call his name; the inscription and the 


name make a double prophecy of the same event. 

4. Before the king of Assyria; 2 Kings, 
16 : 7-9. 

6. Shiloah ; a pool in the southern part of Je- 
rusalem, called in the New Testament Siloam. 
Go softly ; their gentle flow was an emblem of 
the tranquil reign of Jehovah, exercised through 
David’s family. Rejoice in Rezin and Rema- 
liah’s son; a difficult passage. Some include in 
the words “ this people,” all the twelve tribes; others 
render, “rejoice concerning Rezin,” etc., that is, 
rejoice in the prospect of their speedy destruction 
by the Assyrians. In either case God rebukes the 
worldly confidence of his people. 

7. The river; the Euphrates, whose waters are 
here an emblem of the hosts of Assyria. 

8. His wings; his wide-spread armies. 

9. Associate yourselves ; addressed to this in- 
vading host, and predicting the failure of all at- 
tempts to destroy Gods chosen people. 

li. With a strong hand ; with his hand strong 
upon me. Ezek. 3:14. The hand of the Lord 
denotes the constraining power of his Spirit. 

12. Say ye not, A confederacy ; talk not with 
terror of a confederacy among your enemies. Thetr 
fear; the fear of this: people. 

13. Sanctify the Lord; regard him with holy 
reverence and confidence. 

14. For a sanctuary ; to such as thus sanctify 
him. To both the houses of Israel; to the great 
mass of the people, who refuse to sanctify him. 


re 


$3 teh itr ee eee 

















RARER LAE IRE HS 


Familiar spirits and ISAIAH IX. ! the word of God. 


oe. Israel, for a gin and for a snare] 21 And they shall pass through it, 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. - hardly bestead and hungry: and it shall 

15 And many among them shall stum-|come to pass, that when they shall be 
ble, and fall, and be broken, and be|hungry they shall ¢ fret themselves, and 


snared, and be taken. _ curse? their king and their God, and look 
16 Bind up the *testimony, seal the upward. 
law” among my disciples. 22 And they shall look unto the earth ; 


17 And ec] will wait upon the Lorp, and behold trouble and darkness, dim- 
that “hideth his face from the house of ness of anguish; and they shall be driven 


Jacob, and I will look for him. to darkness. 
18 Behold, °I and the children whom 
the Lorp hath given me are for signs and CHAPTER IX. 


; f : kingdom and birth of Christ. 8 The judgments upon 
hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion. Israel for their pride, 13 for their aepecnee: 18 an 


19 §{ And when they shall say unto you, | for their impenitency. 
Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, EVERTHELESS the dimness shall 
and unto wizards that peep and that mut- not be such as was in her vexation, 
ter: should not a people seek unto their | when at the first he lightly afflicted the 
God? for the living to the dead? land of Zebulun, and the land of Naph- 
20 To ‘the law and to the testimony : | tali, and afterward did more grievously 
if they speak not according to this word, afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond 


. . . . . | . . a . 
it is because there is no *light in them. | Jordan, in Galilee tof the nations. 








| —_—_—__—__—_— 
a Rev. 5:1,5. » Prov, 8:8, 9; Mat.13:11. ¢ chap. 60: 10; |* Heb. morning. g Prov.19:3.  h Rev. 16:11. f Or, popu- 
78 d@ Hab.2:3. e Heb.2:13. f Luke 16:29; John 5:39. | lous. 
ae - 











_ Compare 1 Pet. 2: 6-8, where Christ is at once “a) 22. Look unto the earth; this is the opposite 


tried corner-stone,” and “a stone of stumbling.” of looking upward. They look in vain to heaven 

This prophecy had its fulfilment in the whole his-| and earth for relief. 

tory of the seed of Abraham, but especially in their INSTRUCTIONS. 

treatment of Christ. 6-8. They who withdraw their confidence from 
16. Bind up the testimony; the speaker is| God, and give it to his enemies, are preparing for 

either Immanuel, who is distinctly referred to, verses | themselves speedy and irremediable destruction. 

8 and 10, or the prophet, as his type and represen-| 9, 10. All combinations, however formidable in 

tative. “The law” and “the testimony” are God’s | numbers or resources, that have for their end the 

messages. The binding up and sealing of these, | destruction of God’s church, shall be broken in 

as a roll, among his disciples, has a twofold signif-| pieces and come to naught. 

icancy: that they were to be hid from the appre-| 13. They who have no living apprehension of 


. hension of the people at large, chap. 6: 10, and that | God's presence and power, are liable to the two 


they should be carefully treasured up and preserved | extremes of presumption and despondency ; now 
among God’s true worshippers. defying all danger in a vain reliance on earthly 
18. Behold, I and the children; applied to| friends, and now trembling and dismayed in view 
the Messiah, Heb. 2:13. It may perhaps apply | of their enemies. But true faith stays the soul on 
arwelly to Isaiah and his children also, because God, and keeps it in a holy composure, alike re- 
their relation to the unbelieving Jews shadowed | moved from foolish elation in prosperity, and undue 
forth the relation of Christ and his disciples to the | anxiety in times of danger. 
unbelieving world. The prophet’s two children,| 14. The Lord Jesus is at once a sanctuary for 
moreover, ‘bore typical names by God’s appoint-| the salvation of those who believe in him, and a 
ment, namely, “Shear-jashub,” “the remnant shall) stone of stumbling for the destruction of his ene- 
return,” i 6 “* Maher-shalal-hash-baz,” explained | mies. 
above, ver. 1. 16. In every age of the world the spiritual truths 
19. Unto you; the disciples mentioned ver. 16. | of religion have remained unknown to “ the natural 
That have familiar spirits; that pretend to| man,” but have been understood and treasured up 
have intercourse with the spirits of the dead, that | in the hearts of all who are taught of God. 
they may learn from them coming events. Peep—)| 17. In times of darkness and spiritual declension 
mutter ; the reference is to the low slender voice | we ought to stay ourselves upon God's promises, 
in which the spirits were supposed to give their | and not give way to despondency. 
responses. See note on chap. 29:4. For the liv-| 19. The Bible forbids application in any form to 
ing to the dead; shall one consult the dead on the spirits of the dead for a knowledge of future 
behalf of the living? events. The practice has its ground in “an evil 
20. If they speak not; the wizards, or any | heart of unbelief in departing from the living God;” 
other persons. he ts because there is no light | and they who resort to it “shall eat of the fruit of 
in them ; or, as some render, “there shall be no} their own ways, and be filled with their own de- 
morning to them;” that is, no light of prosperity | vices.” 
and salvation. 21. Affliction has not in itself any sanctifying 
21. And they; those who seek to wizards.| power. When not accompanied by the subduing 
Shall pass through it; through the land of Ju-| influence of the Holy Ghost, it only stirs up in 
dea ; shall wander about in it, or shall pass through | men’s hearts the spirit of rebellion, and leads them 
it, in fleeing from their enemies. Hardly bestead ; | to blaspheme the author of their sufferings. 
pressed with evil. Their king and their 
God; that is, God their King. Psa. 84:3. Their CHAPTER IX. 
afflictions lead them to blasphemy instead of re-| 1. Nevertheless—Galilee of the nations; an- 
pentance. Rey. 16:9, 11, 21. _* | other rendering of this verse, preferred by many, is 
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The birth of Christ. 


2 The *people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light: they that dwell 
in the land of the shadow of death, upon 
them hath the light shined. 

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, and 
not* increased the joy: they joy before 
thee according to the joy in harvest, and 
as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

4 Fort thou hast broken the yoke of his 
burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the 
rod of his oppressor, as in the day of 
Midian. 

5 For? every battle of the warrior 7s 
with confused noise, and garments rolled 
in blood; $but this shall be with burn- 
ing and |\fuel of fire. 

6 For unto us a child is born, “unto us 
a son is given: and the ¢government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 

shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The mighty °God, The everlasting Fa- 
ther, The Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of his government 
and peace there shall be €no end, upon 
the throne of David, and upon his king- 
dom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from hence- 
forth even for ever. The zeal of the 
Lorp of hosts will perform this. 

8 §| The Lord sent a word into Jacob, 
and it hath lighted upon Israel. 

9 And all the people shall know, even 
Ephraim and the inhabitant of Samaria, 
that say in the pride and stoutness of 
heart, 

10 The bricks are fallen down, but we 
will build with hewn stones: the syca- 


ISAIAH IX. 


Judgments of Israel. 


mores are cut down, but we will *3%°%0: 
change them into cedars. 

11 Therefore the Lorn shall set up the 
adversaries of Rezin against him, and 
join* his enemies together ; 

12 The Syrians before, and the Philis- 
tines behind; and they shall devour Is- 
racl with topen mouth. For all this his 
anger is not turned away, but his hand 
is stretched out still. | 

13 4 For the people turneth not unto 
him that smiteth them, neither do they 
seek the Lorp of hosts. 

14 Therefore the Lorp will cut off from 
Israel head and tail, branch and rush, in 
one day. 

15 The ancient and honorable, he is 
the head; and the prophet that teacheth 
lies, he zs the tail. 

16 For? the leaders of this people cause 
them to err; and they that are ‘led of 
them are || destroyed. 

17 Therefore the Lorp shall have no 
joy in their young men, neither shall 
have mercy on their fatherless and wid- 
ows: for every one is a hypocrite and 
an evil-doer, and every mouth speaketh 
folly.* For all this his anger is not 
turned away, but his hand zs stretched 
out still. 

18 4 For wickedness *burneth as the 
fire: it shall devour the briars and thorns, 
and shall kindle in the thickets of the 
forest, and they shall mount up like the 
lifting up of smoke. 

19 Through the wrath of the Lorp of 
hosts is the land‘darkened, and the peo- 





a Mat. 4:15,16. * Or,to him. f Or, When thou breakest. 
b Judg. 7:21, etc. $ Or, When the whole. } Or, and it was. 
|| Heb. meat. ¢ Luke 2:11, a Mat, 28:18. Heb.1:8. f Eph. 
2 


:14. g Dan. 2:44; 1 Cor, 15:25. * Heb. mingle. f Heb. 





the following: “Nevertheless the dimness shall 
not remain to her who is afflicted. As the former 
time debased the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, so the latter has honored the way of the 
sea beyond Jordan, Galilee of the nations.” This 
must be immediately connected with the close of 
chapter 8. Beyond Jordan ; or, on the side of 





Jordan, in the region bordering on the Jordan. Gal- 
alee of the nations ; so called because bordering | 
on the gentile nations. 

2. Have seen a great light ; see Mat. 4:16. 

3. Not increased the joy ; or, as in the mar- 
gin, “the joy to it.” They goy before thee ; the 
principal reference is to the spiritual joy of God’s 
people under the reign of the Messiah. 

4. The yoke of his burden; the yoke laid upon 
Israel as a burden. The staff of his shoulder ; 
with which his shoulder was smitten. _Israel_here 
represents Grod’s church. Day of Midian ; Judg. 
Tze. eo: 

5. Battle; or, “equipment.” But this shall 
be with burning ; rather, “it shall even be for 
burning.” We may render the verse thus: “ For 
as to the whole equipment of the warrior, and the 
garment rolled in blood, it shall even be for burn- 
ing, fuel for the fire.” All the implements and 
symbols of war shall be burned up in the days of 
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whole. + Or, they that call them blessed. _@ Or, called blessed. 
|| Heb. swallowed up, * Or, villany. h Malachi 4:1. i Acts 
220, 





the Messiah, and universal peace shall prevail. 
Chap. 2:4. 

7. Upon the throne of David ; compare Luke 
1: 32, 33. 

8. Jacob—Israel; that is, the ten tribes: the 
prophet returns to the subject of their punishment. 

9. Shall know; shall know the word; shall 
feel its power. 

10. Bice —hewn stones —sycamores — ce- 
dars; they boast that they can more than repair 
the calamities which have befallen them. Syca- 
more-wood was used for building, but was less 
valuable than cedar. 

ll. The adversaries of Rezin ; the Assyrians. 
Against him; Ephraim. After destroying Syria, 
they shall desolate Ephraim. 

12. The Syrians; now compelled to assist 
their conquerors against their former ally. Be- 
fore; on the east, which to the Hebrews is always 
the front. Behind; on the west. For all thts; 
see note chap. 5: 20. 

14. Branch and rush; more literally, “ palm- 
branch and bulrush,” that is, noble and baie 

18. Wickedness burneth as the fire ; the wick- 
edness of the people consumes them as fire con- 
sumes briars and thorns. They shall mount up; 
the thickets, in columns of flame and smoke. 





incase aes, 








Israel and ISAI 
\ M. ple shall be as the *fuel of the fire: 


B. C. 738. 
no man shall spare his *brother. 

20 And he shall tsnatch on the right 
hand, and be hungry; and “he shall eat 
on the left hand, and they shall not be 
satisfied: they shall eat every man the 
flesh of his own arm: 

21 Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, 
Manasseh: and they together shall be 
against Judah. For all this his anger is 
not turned away, but his hand zs stretch- 
ed out still. 


CHAPTER X. 


1 The woe of tyrants. 5 Assyria, the rod of hypocrites, 
for his pride shall be broken. 20 A remnant of Israel 
shall be saved. 24 Israel is comforted with promise 
of deliverance from Assyria. 


OE‘ unto them that decree unright- 
eous decrees, and + that write griev- 
ousness which they have prescribed ; 

2 To turn aside the needy from judg- 
ment, and to take away the right from 
the poor of my people, that widows may 
be their prey, and that they may rob the 
fatherless ! 

3 And 4what will ye do in the day of 
visitation, and in the desolation which 
shall come from far? to whom will ye 
flee for help? and where will ye leave 
your glory? 


AH X. 


4 Without me they shall bow down 
under the prisoners, and they shall fall 
under the slain. For all this his anger 
is not turned away, but his hand is 
stretched out still. 

5 9 5O Assyrian, the *rod of mine 
anger, *and the staff in their hand is 
mine indignation. 

6 I will send him against a hypocritical 
nation, and against the people of my 
wrath will I give him a ‘charge, to take 
the spoil, and to take the prey, and to 
tread + them down like the mire of the 
streets. 

7 Howbeit he »meaneth not so, neither 
doth his heart think so; but it zs in his 
heart to destroy and cut off nations not 
a few. 

8 For he saith, dre not my princes alto- 
gether kings ? 

9 Is‘ not }Calno as §Carchemish? is 
not Hamath as Arpad? is not Samaria 
as 'Damascus 2? 

10 As my hand hath found the king- 
doms of the idols, and whose graven 
images did excel them of Jerusalem and 
of Samaria ; 

11 Shall I not, as I have done unto 
Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusa- 
lem and her idols? 


Assyria threatened. 





* Heb. meat. a Micah 7:2,6. f{ Heb. cut. »b Lev. 26:26; 
Jer. 19:9. ¢ Psa.94:20. $ Or,to the writers that. 4 Job3l:14; 
Hosea 9:9; Rev. 6:17. % Or, Woe to the Assyrian. || Heb. Asshur. 

20. And he; each man. In their famine and 
distress, the people shall plunder one another. The 
Jlesh of his own arm ; tiguratively, each shall, as 
it were, devour his own flesh, that is, despoil his 
kindred. 

21. Manasseh, Ephraim ; 
vour Ephraim. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. God has often visited the most ignorant and 
despised people with remarkable religious privileges, 
ae the day is coming when he will fill all the 
dark regions of the earth with the light and salva- 
tion of his gospel. 

3-5. The hearty reception of the gospel by any 
family or nation, brings to it peace, prosperity, and 
blessedness ; and universal obedience to it will put 
an end to all tyranny, oppression, and war, and fill 
the earth with holiness and joy. 

6. He who is “ born of a woman” must be man; 
he whose name is “ Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of 
peace,” must be “equal with God.” Thus the 
union of a divine with a human nature, in the per- 
son of the Messiah, was clearly revealed to the 
prophets of the Old Testament. 

7. The divine character of Him whom God has 
made “ Head over all things to the church,” is a 
pledge “ that of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end.” In the darkest days 
of adversity the triumph of his kingdom is still 
certain. 

8-12. Before God’s wrath, all the vain boasting 
of sinners vanishes like stubble in the devouring 


fire. 
13-17. They who are incorrigible under God’s 
chasti nts, will soon be destroyed by his judg- 


ments. 


12 


Manasseh shal] aa 


e Jer. 51:20,21. * Or, though. f Jer. 47:6, 7. 
atreading. g§ chap, 37:26. h Micah 4:12, 
| 19:12, 13. j Amos 6:2, k 2 Chron. 35; 20. 


7 Heb. lay them 
i 2 Kings, 18: 33; 
1 2 Kings, 16:9. 














20. Extreme distress only stirs up the wicked- 
| ness of hardened transgressors, and makes them as 
unfeeling towards their fellow-men as they are 
rebellious towards God. 
| CHAPTER X. 

1-4. Woe unto them—his hand ts stretched 
out still; the first four verses of this chapter are a 
continuation of the preceding discourse, and should 
| not be separated from it. 
| 3. Come from far; froma distant nation, mean- 
ing the Assyrians. Leave your glory ; deposit 

it for safe-keeping. 
| 4. Without me; forsaken by me. Under the 
| prisoners—the slain ; under their condition, that 
| 18, among thern. 

5. O Assyrian ; or, “ Woe to the Assyrian,” as 
in the margin. Here a new prophecy begins. 
Rod of mine anger; rod which I use in my 
anger. Js mine indignation; while they use 
it, 1 direct it for the execution of my vengeance 
upon the wicked. The judgments threatened in 
the preceding chapter were executed mainly by 
the j een 

9. Is not Calno as Carchemish? have I not 
destroyed both alike? Calno; Ctesiphon of the 
Greeks, on the eastern bank of the Tigris. Car- 
chemish ; Cercusium, on an island in the Eu- 
phrates at the mouth of the river Chebar. Ha- 
math ; a large city of Syria on the river Orontes, 
called by the Greeks Epiphania. Arpad; another 
city of Syria. 

0. Found ; found and plundered, as one finds 
a nest. Ver. 14. Graven images did excel; 
their guardian deities were stronger than those of 
Jerusalem and Samaria, yet they could not resist 


my power. 
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~~. 


Tsrael assured 


12 Wherefore it shall come to pass, that, 
when the Lord hath performed his whole 
work upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, 
I will *punish the *fruit of the tstout 
heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory 
of his °high looks. 

13 For he saith, By the strength of my 
hand I have done it, and by my wisdom; 
for I am prudent: and I have removed 
the bounds of the people, and have robbed 
their treasures, and I have put down the 
inhabitants like #a valiant man: 

14 And my hand hath found as a nest 
the riches of the people: and as one gath- 
ereth eggs that are left, have I gathered all 
the earth; and there was none that moved 
the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped. 

15 Shall the axe boast itself against him 
that heweth therewith? or shall the saw 
magnify itself against him that shaketh it? 
as if {the rod should shake ttself against 
them that lift it up, or as if the staff should 
lift up 'ztself, as if it were no wood. 

16 Therefore °shall the Lord, the Lord 
of hosts, send among his fat ones lean- 
ness; and under his glory he shall kin- 
dle a burning like the burning of a fire. 

17 And the light of Israel shall be for 
a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: 
and it shall burn and devour his thorns 
and his briars in fone day; 

18 And shall consume the glory of his 
forest, and of his fruitful field, *both soul 
and body: and they shall be as when a 
standard-bearer fainteth.- 

19 And the rest of the trees of his forest 
shall be tfew, that a child may write them. 

20 4 And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that the remnant of Israel, and such 
as are escaped of the house of Jacob, 


ISAIAH X. 


of deliverance. 


shall no more again stay upon him 44%" 
that smote&them; but shall stay upon "the 
Lorp, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. 

21 Theiremnant shall return, even the 
remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. 

22 For though thy people Israel be as 
the sand of the sea, yet a Jremnant of 
them shall return: the consumption *de- 
creed shall overflow § with righteousness. 

23 For the Lord Gop of hosts shall 
make a consumption, even determined, 
in the midst of all the land. 

24 { Therefore, thus saith the Lord 
Gon of hosts, O my people that dwellest 
in Zion, be !not afraid of the Assyrian: 
he shall smite thee with a rod, !!and shall 
lift up his staff against thee, after the 
manner of Egypt. 

25 For yet a very little while, and the 
indignation™ shall cease, and mine anger 
in "their destruction. 

26 And the Lorn of hosts shall stir up 
a scourge for him according to the slaugh- 
ter of ° Midian at the rock of Oreb: and 
as his rod was upon the sea, so shall he 
lift it up after the manner of Egypt. 

27 And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that his burden shall *be taken away 
from off thy shoulder, and his yoke from 
off thy neck, and the yoke shall be de- 
stroyed because of the Panointing. 

28 He is come to Aiath, he is passed to 
Migron; at Michmash he hath laid up 
his carriages : 

29 They are gone over the passage: 
they have taken up their lodging at Geba; 
Ramah 7 is afraid; Gibeah of Saul is fled. 

30 Liftt up thy voice, O daughter of 
Gallim: cause it to be heard unto Laish, 
O poor Anathoth. 





* Heb. visit upon. a Jer. 50:18 tT Heb. greatness of the 
heart. b Psa.J$:27. + Or, many people. Q Or, arod should 
shake them, || Or, that which is not wood. ¢ Acts 12:23. d Psa. 
106:15. ¢ Heb.12:29. f chap. 37:36. * Heb. from the soul, 
and evento the flesh. | Heb. number. g 2Chron. 28:20. h Hosea 


j Rom. 9:27, 28. $ Heb, in, or 
among. chap. 28:22; Dan.9:27. 4% Or,in. 1 chap. 37:6. 
|| Or, but he shall, m Dan, 11:36. 02 Kings, 19:35 _o Judg. 
7:25, * Heb. remove. p Dan. 9:24. qJer. 31:15. 7 Heb. Cry 
shrill with. 


14:3. i chap. 6:13; 65: 8, 9. 





12. Fruit of the stout heart; proud actions 
proceeding from it. 

14. Moved the wing—opened the mouth— 
peeped ; made any show of resistance. 

15. Lift wp-—-no wood; the marginal reading. 
“lift up that which is not wood,” means, lift up the 
rational man; that is, as if the staff should wield 
the man, instead of the man the staff. 

16. Fat ones; strong warriors. 

17. The light of Israel; that is, God. Hes 
Holy One; Xsrael’s Holy One. ' 

18. His forest—fruitful field; all his pomp 
and power. Both soul and voey ; utterly. As 
when a standard-bearer fainteth ; which is the 
signal for flight to the whole army. But we may 
better render, “as when a sick man pines away.” 

19. Write them; write their number. 

21. The remnant shall return ; in the orig- 
inal, “ Shear-Jashub,” an allusion to the prophetic 
name of Isaiah’s son. Chap. 7:3. 

22. The consumption; the destruction of the 
wicked in Israel. 

24. Therefore; since God’s purpose is to use 
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the Assyrian not to destroy, but to purify his peo- 
ple. After the manner of Egypt; as the Egyp- 
tian taskmasters smote the Israelites of old. 

25. In their destruction; the destruction of 
the Assyrians. 

26. Rock of Oreb; Judges 7:25. Upon the 
sea, when Israel came out of Egypt, first to divide 
it, and then to overwhelm Pharaoh’s host in its 
waters. Ex. 14:21, 26. 

27. Because of the anointing; of the Mes- 
siah, chap. 9:6. But some render, “because of 
fatness;” that is, of [srael’s renewed vigor. 

28-32. He is come to Aiath; the prophet in 
vision sees the Assyrian approaching Jerusalem 
from the north, where all the places here men- 
tioned were situated. Michmash; a city lying 
near Gibea on the edge of a narrow passage 
or defile running east and west. Hath laid up 
his carriages; as unable to transport them 
across the passage. Carriages is equivalent to 
the modern word “baggage.” Nod; a. city of 
priests. 1 Sam. 22:11. It probably lay in sight 
of Zion. 


RRP OE LIS 











The Saviour’s 


eos’ 31 Madmenah is removed; the 


inhabitants of Gebim gather themselves 
to flee. ; 

32 As yet shall he remain at Nob that 
day: he shall shake his hand against 
the mount of the daughter of Zion, the 
hill of Jerusalem. 

33 Behold, the Lord, the Lorp of hosts, 
shall lop the bough with terror: and the 
high ones of stature shall be hewn down, 
and the haughty shall be humbled. 

34 And he shall cut down the thickets 
of the forest with iron, and Lebanon 
shall fall *by a mighty one. 


CHAPTER XI. 


1 The peaceable kingdom of the Branch out of the root 
of Jesse. 10 Thevictorious restoration of Israel, and 
vocation of the Gentiles. 


ND* there shall come forth a rod out 
of the »stem of Jesse, and a° branch 
shall grow out of his roots: 

2 And the Spirit of the Lorp shall ‘rest 
upon him, the spirit of ° wisdom and un- 
derstanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the Lorn; 

3 And shall make him of quick t under- 
standing in the fear of the Lorn: and 


ISAIAH XI. 


peaceful reign. 


he shall not judge after the sight of his 
eyes, neither reprove after the hearing 
of his ears: 

4 But ‘with righteousness shall he 
judge the poor, and #reprove with equity 
for the meek of the earth: and he shall 
smite the earth with the frod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
shall he slay the wicked. 

5 And righteousness shall be the ® gir- 
dle of his loins, and faithfulness the gir- 
dle of his reins. 

6 The! wolf also shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid; and the calf and the young 
lion and the fatling together; and a little 
child shall lead them. 

7 And the cow and the bear shall feed ; 
their young ones shall lie down together: 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

8 And the sucking child shall play on 
the hole of the asp, and the weaned child 
shall put his hand on the $cockatrice’s 
den. 

9 They shall not Jhurt nor destroy in 
all my holy mountain: ‘for the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lorp, as the waters cover the sea. 





Rev. 22:16. 
1:30. ft Heb. 
$ Heb. argue. 


* Or, mightily. chap. 53:2, b Acts 13:23; 
e Zech.6:12. d Mat. 3:16; John3:34. e 1 Cor. 
scent, or smell. { Psa. 72:2,4; Rev. 19:11. 

33. The bough ; the pride and glory of the As- 
syrian king, who is compared toa lofty tree. High 
ones of stature; his strong warriors, represented 
in this and the following verse under the figure of 
a forest of tall cedars. 

34. A mighty one; a mighty hewer, probably 
the angel who smote the Assyrian camp. Chapter 

: 36. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

4. The strength of nations, as of individuals, de- 
pends on God's presence and help. When he for- 
sakes them they are without power, and fall an 
easy prey to their enemies. 

7. God overrules the actions of wicked men for 
the accomplishment of his wise and good pur- 

ses, in such a way that they are left free to fol- 
ow their own inclinations. Thus he glorifies him- 
self and advances the interests of his kingdom, 
while their responsibility and guilt are in no way 
diminished. 

12. The mighty conqueror, who makes the world 
tremble at the sound of his name. receives all his 
strength from above; and when God has through 
him accomplished his whole work of chastisement, 
he humbles him as easily as he had exalted him, 
and gives him up a helpless captive to the power of 
his enemies. 

20-24. It has been true of God’s church in all 
ages, that “they are not all Israel, which are of 
Israel.” She has needed and received from the 
hand of God many sore judgments; but the effect 
of these has always been, not her destruction, but 
her purification and increased prosperity. 

26. Every interposition of God for his people in 
past time, is a pledge of like interpositions in time 


to come, so far as needful for their safety and 


welfare. 
33, 34. In the history of this world, God has often 
arrested the proud conqueror in the very zenith of 





g Rev. 2:16; 19:15. h Ephes.6:14. i chap. 65:25. Or, ad- 
der’s, j chap. 35:9; Job 6:23; Rev. 21:27, k Psa. 72:19; 
Hab, 2:14. 





his power, and sent him back with shame to his 
own land; and he will do so again, whenever the 
interests of his church shall require it 


CHAPTER XI. 

1. The stem of Jesse—his roots; the royal 
family of David the son of Jesse, which was, for 
centuries before the advent of Christ, like a tree 
hewn down, with only the roots remaining alive 
in the earth. While the Assyrian bough shall be 
lopped, this shall flourish. 

Hee it is important to notice, that since all the 
parts of the plan of redemption are connected as 
one whole, of which Christ is the centre, it is the 
custom of the prophets, 1. To connect the present 
deliverances ah God vouchsafes to his people, 
like that from the Assyrians in Hezekiah’s day, 
with the great future deliverance of Christ’s redemp- 
tion; 2. To pass immediately from the former to 
the latter, as in this chapter, making no account of 
the intervening ages; 3. To exhibit the future glo- 
ries of Christ’s kingdom in its entire progress and 
final triumph. 

2. The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon 
him; chap. 61:1; Mat. 3:16; Luke 4:1; John 
1302 3234: Acts 10238: 

3. Not judge after the sight of his eyes— 
hearing of his ears; from outward appearances 
and reports. He shall have an immediate and 
infallible knowledge of men’s hearts and actions. 

With the rod of his mouth—the breath of 
his lips ; by the divine power of his word. His 
word includes his doctrines, commands, and judicial 
decisions. 

6-9. The wolf—dwell with the lamb—not 
hurt nor destroy; the various noxious animals 
here enumerated represent wicked and rapacious 
men, as is plain from ver. 9. My holy mountain ; 
mount Zion, which here represents the kingdom of 
Christ. 
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Israel restored. 


10 J And in that day there shall be a 
root? of Jesse, which shall stand for an 
ensign of the people; to it shali the > Gen- 
tiles seek: and his © rest shall be *glorious. 

11 And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that the Lord shall set his hand 
again the second time to recover the rem- 
nant of his people, which shall be left, 
from ¢4 Assyria, and from Egypt, and from 
Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, 
and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and 
from the islands of the sea. 

12 And he shall set up an °ensign for 
the nations, and shall assemble the fout- 
easts of Israel, and gather together the 
dispersed& of Judah from the four tf cor- 
ners of the earth. 

13 The 'envy also of Ephraim shall de- 
part, and the adversaries of Judah shall 


ISAIAH XII. 








be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, | 
and Judah shall not vex Ephraim. 

14 But they shall fly upon the shoul-' 
ders of the Philistines toward the west; 
they shall spoil #them of the east to- 
gether: ‘they shall lay their hand upon 
Edom and Moab; and ‘the children of 
Ammon !|shall obey them. 





The Gentiles called. 


15 And the Lorn shall utterly *3 "3 
destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; 
and with his mighty wind shall he shake 
his hand over the river, and shall smite 
it in the seven streams, and make men 
go over *dryshod. 

16 And there shall be a highway for 
the remnant of his people, which shall 
be left, from Assyria; like as it/ was to 
Israel in the day that he came up out of 
the land of Egypt. 


CHAPTER XII. 


A joyful thanksgiving of the faithful for the mercies of 
God. 


ND in that day thou shalt say, O 
Lorp, ‘I will praise thee: though 
thou! wast angry with me, thine anger is 
turned away, and thou comfortedst me. 
2 Behold, God is my salvation; I will 
trust, and not be afraid: ™for the Lorn 
JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; 
he also is become my salvation. 
3 Therefore with "joy shall ye draw 
water? out of the wells of salvation. 
4 And in that day shall ye say, PPraise 
the Lorn, feall upon his name, declare 





aver. 1. b Rom, 15:9-12, c¢ Mat. 11:28; Heb. 4:1, etc. 
* Heb. glory. @ Zech. 10:10,11. e chap. 18:3. f chap, 27:13; 
56:8; Psa. 147:2.  g John 7:35; James1:1. f Heb. wings. 
h Jer. 3:18; Ezek. 37: 17,22; Hosea 1:11. Heb, the children. 
% Heb. Edvm and Moab shall be the laying on of their hand ; 

10. Root of Jesse ; the branch which grows out 
of his root, ver. 1. Az ensign; a standard around 
which the people may rally. To zt; to this en- 
sign, that is, the Messiah. His rest ; his resting- 
place, his residence. Chap. 66:1; Psa. 132: 8, 14. 

11. A second time ; with reference to their first 
deliverance from Egypt. Pathros ; Upper Egypt. 
Jer. 44:1, 15; Ezek. 29:14. The word means 
“region of the south.” Cush; Ethiopia. Elam ; 
Elymais, a region of Persia. Shinar; the plain 
of Sanyo Hamath ; a region of Syria north of 
Palestine, so called from its chief city. 

13. Ephraim ; put here for the kingdom of the 
ten tribes, which had frequent wars with the king- 
dom of Judah. Judah and Ephraim here represent 
God’s visible kingdom ; and their reconciliation, the 
harmony that is to prevail throughout all its parts 
in the glorious era of which the prophet speaks. 
Compare ver. 9. ; 

14. They shall fly; Judah and Ephraim acting 
together. The ancient enemies of Israel enumerated 
in this verse represent the kingdom of Satan, as 
opposed to the kingdom of Christ. 

15. Shall wtterly destroy the tongue of the 
Egyptian sea; shall interpose for the redemption 
of his people, as when he brought them out of 
Egypt. “The tongue of the Egyptian sea” is that 
arm of it which the Israelites crossed. The river; 
the Euphrates. Shall smite it tm the seven 
streams ; or, “smite it into seven streams ;” that 
is, divide it, by smiting, into seven streams, so that 
each shall be easily passed. The meaning is, that 
God will remove all hinderances to the redemption 
of his people. 

16. A highway; a safe and easy way. Com- 
pare chap. 30: 8. 


INSTRUCTIONS. ; 
1. The preservation of David’s royal line, after 








it had ceased to reign through a period of almost 
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Dan. 11:41. i chap, 60:14. || Heb. their obedience. * Heb. in 
shoes. j Ex. 14:29. k Psa. 34:1,etc. 1 chap. 54:7,8; Psa. 
30:5; Hosea6:]. m Psa. 118:14. n Cant. 2:3. o John 4:10, 


14. p Psa. 145:4-6. f Or, proclaim, 





six hundred years from Zedekiah to Christ, is a 
wonderful instance of God’s faithfulness to his prom- 
ises, and a pledge of faithfulness in respect to all 
that remain to be fulfilled. 

3. In Christ’s visible kingdom, hypocrites are so 
mingled with sincere believers that it is impossible 
to separate the former class from ‘the latter; but 
at his judgment-seat there will be no concealment 
or deception. There the righteous will all be 
gathered into the heavenly garner, and every tare 
cast into the fire and burned. Mat. 13: 38-43. 

6-9. The gospel has power to subdue the fiercest 
hearts, and tame the most savage. When all nations 
shall have submitted themselves to its power, vio- 
lence of every kind will cease, and the whole human 
family live together in harmony and blessedness. 

11, 12. Though “ blindness in part is happened to 
Israel,” the day is drawing near when “all Israel 
shall be saved ;” and their ingathering shall be “ life 
from the dead” to the gentile world. Rom. 11. 

13. In the millennial era, all the members of 
Christ’s family shall dwell together in harmony 
and love. 

15, 16. The wonderful interpositions of God for 
his people in ancient days, are earnests and pledges 
of more glorious deliverances in time to come. 


CHAPTER XI. 


1. And in that day thow shalt say; this 
chapter contains the millennial song of the church. 
3. The wells of salvation ; which God has 
opened for his people. Chap. 41:17, 18; 43:20; 


John 7 : 37-39. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

The final issue of all the sufferings and conflicts 
of God’s church shall be universal victory over her 
enemies, and permanent tranquillity and peace; 
“for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of 
her.” Chap. 54. 
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Babylon threatened. 


_ AM! his doings among the people, make 
mention that his name is exalted. 

5 Sing* unto the Lorn, for he hath 
done excellent things: this 7s known in 
all the earth. 

6 Cry» out and shout, thou *inhabitant 
of Zion: for “great zs the Holy One of 
Israel in the midst of thee. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


1 God mustereth the armies of his wrath. 6 He threat- 
eneth to destroy Babylon by the Medes. 19 The deso- 
lation of Babylon. 


HE burden of 4 Babylon, which Isaiah 
the son of Amoz did see. 

2 Lift ye up a banner upon the high 
mountain, exalt the voice unto them, 
shake the hand, that they may go into 
the gates of the nobles. 

3 [have commanded my sanctified ones, 
I have also called my *mighty ones for 
mine anger, even them that rejoice in my 
highness. 

4 The noise of a multitude in the moun- 
tains, t like as of a great people; atumul- 
tuous noise of the kingdoms of nations 
gathered together: the Lorp of hosts mus- 
tereth the host of the battle. 

5 They come from a far country, from 
the end of heaven, even the Lorn, and 
the weapons of his indignation, to destroy 
the whole land. 

6 {| Howl ye; for the ‘day of the Lorp 
is at hand; it shall come as a destruction 
from the Almighty. 

7 Therefore shall all hands +be faint, 
and every man’s heart shall melt: 

8 And they shall be afraid: pangs and 
sorrows shall take hold of them; they 
shall be in pain as a woman that travail- 
eth: they shall 'be amazed !one at an- 
other; their faces shall be as * flames. 

9 Behold, the day of the Lorp cometh, 


ISAIAH XIII. 


Her utter ruin. 


eruel both with wrath and fierce anger, 
to lay the land desolate: and he shall 
destroy the sinners thereof out of it. 

10 For the stars of heaven and the con- 
stellations thereof shall not give their 
light: the sun shall be darkened in his 
going forth, and the moon shall not cause 
her light to shine. 

11 And I will punish the world for 
their evil, and the wicked for their ini- 
quity ; and I will cause the arrogancy 
of the proud to cease, and will lay low 
the haughtiness of the terrible. 

12 | will make a man more precious 
than fine gold; even a man than the 
golden wedge of Ophir. 

13 Therefore I will shake the heavens, 
and the ‘earth shall remove out of her 
| place, in the wrath of the Lorp of hosts, 
and in the day of his fierce anger. 
| 14 And it shall be as the chased roe, 
and as a sheep that no man taketh up: 
they shall every man turn to his own 
_people, and flee every one into his own 
land. ° 
| 15 Every one that is found shall be 
‘thrust through; and every one that is 
joined unto them shall fall by the sword. 
| 16 Their children also shall be/ dashed 
to pieces before their eyes; their houses 
‘shall be spoiled, and their wives rav- 
ished. 

17 Behold, I will stir up the * Medes 
‘against them, which shall not regard 
silver; and as for gold, they shall not 
| delight in it. 

18 Their bows also shall dash the young 
men to pieces; and they shall have no 
pity on the fruit of the womb; their eye 
shall not spare children. 

19 4] And Babylon, the glory of king- 
doms, the beauty of the Chaldees’ excel- 








a Ex. 15:1,21; Psa.98:1. b Zeph. 3:14. * Heb. inhabditress. 
¢ Psa. 89:18. d chap. 21,47; Jer. chap. 50,51. e Joel2: 11. 
¢t Heb. the likeness. f Zeph.1:7; Rev.6:17. $ Or, full down. 





CHAPTER XIII. 


This chapter and the one following contain a 
remarkable prophecy of the overthrow of Baby- 
lon by the Me es and Persians, under the guid- 
ance of Cyrus; but it includes all subsequent des- 
olations that were to come upon that city and 
empire. 

1. Burden ; divine oracle, generally of a threat- 
ening character. 

2. A banner; as a signal for calling the nations 
together. Unto them; the Medes and Persians. 
Shake the hand; beckon them onwards. The 
nobles ; of Babylon. 

3. My sanctified ones; those whom I have 
appointed to this work. For mine anger ; for 
the purpose of executing mine = Them that 
rejoice in my highness ; literally, “the exulting 
ones of my highness ;” that is, the exulting war- 
riors who execute my high purposes. 

5. The Lord, nd the weapons of his indig- 
nation ; Jehovah is represented as marching at the 


® Heb. wonder. || Heb. every man at his neighbor. * Heb. faces 
| of the flames. g Mal. 4:1. bh Hag. 2:6. i 2 Pet. 3:10, 11. 
| j Psa. 137:8,9. k Dan. 4:28, 31. 





head of these hosts, and using them to execute his 
vengeance upon Babylon. 

6. A destruction from the Almighty ; one 
that comes with resistless power. Joel 1:15. 

8. Their faces shall be as flames ; shall burn 
with anguish. 

10. The stars of heaven—shall not give their 
light ; the darkening of the heavens is a symbol 
of great and general calamity, as the shaking of 
the heavens, in ver. 13, is of revolution and over- 
throw. Chap. 24:19, 20, 23; 34:4; Ezek. 32:7, 
8; Joel2:10; 3:15,16; Amos8:9; Mat. 24:29; 
Rev. 6: 12-14. 

11. The world ; here, the Babylonian empire. 

14. It shall be; the reference is to the terror 
and flight that prevail in Babylon. They shall 
every man turn to his own people ; the refer- 
ence is to the multitude of foreigners, especially of 
merchants, that abounded in Babylon. Ch. 47:15; 
Jer. 50: 16, 37; 51:9. 

17. Silver—gold ; offered by the captive Baby- 
lonians as a ransom for their lives. 
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Ruin of Babylon. 


lency, shall be *as when *God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah. 

20 It’ shall never be inhabited, neither 
shall it be dwelt in from generation to 
generation: neither shall the Arabian 
pitch tent there ; neither shall the shep- 
herds make their fold there. 

21 But t wild beasts of the desert shall 
lie there: and their houses shall be full 
of *doleful creatures ; and Sowls shall 
dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there. 

22 And !Ithe wild beasts of the islands 
shall cry in their *desolate houses, and 
dragons in their pleasant palaces: and 
her time zs “near to come, and her days 
shall not be prolonged. 


CALA PIER SL V 


1 God’s merciful restoration of Israel. 4 Their trium- 
phant insultation over Babel. 24 God’s purpose 
against Assyria. 29 Palestina is threatened. 


OR 4the Lorp will have mercy on 
Jacob, and will yet ®choose Israel, 
and set them in their own land: and the 
strangers shall be joined with them, and 
. they shall cleave to the house of Jacob. 
2 And the people shall take them, and 
bring‘ them to their place: and the house 


ISAIAH XIV. 


Israel’s triumph. 


of Israel shall possess them in the *,%:3%2- 
land of the Lorn for servants and hand- 
maids: and they shall take them captives, 
whose; captives they were; and they 
shall rule over their oppressors. 

3 9 And it shall come to pass in the 
day that the Lorp shall give thee £rest 
from thy sorrow, and from thy fear, and 
from the hard bondage wherein thou 
wast made to serve, 

4 That *thou shalt take up this ? prov- 
erb against the king of Babylon, and say, 
How hath the oppressor ceased, the § gold- 
en city ‘ceased ! 

5 The Lorp hath broken the staff of 
the wicked, and the sceptre of the rulers. 

6 He who /smote the people in wrath 
with !!a continual stroke, he that ruled 
the nations in anger, is persecuted, and 
none hindereth. 

7 The whole earth is at rest, and is 
quiet: they break forth into singing. 

8 Yea, the*fir-trees rejoice at thee, andthe 
cedars of Lebanon, saying, Since thou art 
laid down, no feller is come up against us. 

9 Hell* from!beneath is moved for thee 
to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up 





* Heb. the overthrowing of. a Gen, 19: 24. 
51:29, 62; Rev. 18:2,etc. + Heb. Ziim. 
daughters of the owl, or ostrich. 
c Deut, 32: 35, 36. 


b Jer. 50:3, 39; 
t Heb. Ochim, 4 Heb. 
|| Heb, Tim. * Or, palaces. 
6 Zech. 1: t73' 2:12, 


d Psa. 102: 13. f chap. 





21. Doleful creatures ; animals or birds utter- 
ing doleful sounds. Satyrs; the satyr of the an- 
cients was a demon in the form of a he-goat. The 
word in the original means “ hairy,” and some un- 
derstand by it here, shaggy animals. 

22. Wild beasts of the islands ; better, “ howl- 
ing animals.” Dragons; probably jackals. Her 
tume—herdays ; the time of her punishment. Pro- 
longed; deferred to a remote period. 

The ruins of Babylon, lying on both sides of the 
Euphrates, present at the present day a scene of 
complete desolation, answering with terrible accu- 
racy to this picture, drawn almost twenty-three 
hundred years ago by the pencil of inspiration. 
They are at once a perpetual evidence of the truth 
of prophecy, and a solemn symbol of the destruc- 
tion that awaits all the ungodly. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. God has all the movements of kings and armies 
under his own wise control, and he overrules them 
for the accomplishment of his purposes of mercy 
towards his people. 

6-8. When God appoints one nation to be the 
executioner of his vengeance upon another, he arms 
the former with invincible strength, and takes from 
the latter all power of effectual resistance. 

11. In the terrible judgments which God inflicts 
upon haughty transgressors in this world, we see, 
as through a glass, the heinous nature of sin, and 
the awful punishment that awaits the finally im- 
penitent in the world to come. 

14. God is able in a moment to change the 
strength of the mightiest empire to weakness, and 
compel all who have relied on its protection to seek 
safety in flight. 

15-18. War in its mildest forms is exceedingly 
cruel; but when we consider the severities of an- 
cient warfare, we have reason to be thankful for the 
mitigation which Christianity has brought to its 
horrors. We ought, moreover, earnestly to labor 
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| removing. k Ezek. 31:16. 


18:7; 60:4, etc.; 66:20. f Heb. that had taken them captives. 
g Ezek. 28:24, hHab.2:6, $Or,tuunting speech. } Or, exactress 
of gold. i Rev. 18:16. j chap. 33:1. || Heb. a stroke without 
* Or, The grave. 1 Ezek, 32:21, 





and pray for the reformation and holiness of our own 
country, lest its iniquities should provoke God to 
visit it with desolating judgments like those here 
described. 

19-22. The awful fulfilment of this prophecy 
against Babylon, before the eyes of all nations, is 
both an earnest and a pledge of the fulfilment of all 
the other promises and threatenings that are written 
in God’s word. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

This chapter brings to view the end of God’s 
judgments upon Babylon, which is the deliverance 
of his chosen people. 

1, 2. Set them in thetr own land—shall rule 
over their oppressors ; these words had their incip- 
ient fulfilment in the return of the captive Jews to 
Palestine under the proclamation of Cyrus; but 
they also foreshadow still more glorious deliver- 
ances in the future. Strangers; Gentiles. The 
first-fruits of this promise were the proselytes be- 
before Christ's coming ; but the full harvest can be 
no other than the conversion of all the gentile na- 
tions.to Christ. The people; the gentile people. 
Them ; the house of Jacob, which here represents 
the church of God in her entire history and final 
triumph over all her enemies. Shall possess 
them — for servants and handmaids ; these 
words were fulfilled to the exiles who returned 
from Babylon only in a very limited sense. Their 
full meaning is, that the church shall be finally 
exalted above all her oppressors, and all nations 
shall minister to her welfare. Compare chapter 
49: 22, 23; and chap. 60, which may be regarded 
as an inspired exposition of the present passage. 

8. The fir-trees—cedars of Lebanon ;. men- 
tioned as among the most conspicuous objects in- 
cluded in “the whole earth.” Ver. 7. . Compare 
Psa. 96: 11-13. 

9. Hell from beneath is moved for thee; by 





a striking figure the nations of the dead, with their 
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‘congregation ; mount 


° 
abominable branch of the royal family. 
to the stones of the pit ; probably a description 


God's purpose 


A M.s2@ the dead for thee, even all the 
chief* ones of the earth; it hath raised 
up from their thrones all the kings of the 
nations. 

10 All they shall speak and say unto 
thee, Art thou also become weak as we? 
art thou become like unto us ? 

11 Thy pomp is brought down to the 
grave, and the noise of thy viols: the 
worm is spread under thee, and the 
worms cover thee. 

12 How art thou fallen from heaven, 


Ot Lucifer, son of the morning! how art, 


thou cut down to the ground, which didst 
weaken the nations ! 

13 For thou hast said in thy heart, | 
will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my 
throne above the *stars of God: I will 
sit also upon the mount of the congrega- 
tion, in the sides of the north: 

14 I will ascend above the heights of 
the clouds; I willbe like the Most High. 

15 Yet4thou shalt be brought down to 
hell, to the sides of the pit. 

16 They that see thee shall narrowly 
look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, 
Is this the man that made the earth to 
tremble, that did shake kingdoms ? 

17 That made the world as a wilderness, 
and destroyed the cities thereof; that 
opened? not the house of his prisoners ? 

18 All the kings of the nations, even 
all of them, lie iu glory, every one in 
his own house. 

19 But thou art cast out of thy grave like 
an abominable branch, und as the raiment 
of those that are slain, thrust through with 
a sword, that go down to the stones of the 
pit; as a carcass trodden under feet. 


ISAIAH XIV. 





against Assyria. 


20 Thou shalt not be joined with them 
in burial, because thou hast destroyed 
thy land, and slain thy people: the °seed 
of evil-doers shall never be renowned. 

21 Prepare slaughter for fhis children 
for the iniquity of their fathers; that 
they do not rise, nor possess the land, nor 
fill the face of the world with cities. 

22 For! will rise up against them, saith 
the Lorn of hosts, and cut off from Baby- 
lon the name, and remnant, and son, and 
nephew, saith the Lorn. 

23 I will also make it a possession for 
the bittern, and pools of water: and I 
will sweep it with the besom of destruc- 
tion, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

24 €| The Lorp of hosts hath sworn, 
saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall 
it come to pass; and asl have purposed, 
so shall it stand: 

25 That I will break the Assyrian in 
my land, and upon my mountains tread 
him under foot: then shall &his yoke 
depart from off them, and his burden 
depart from off their shoulders. 

26 This zs the purpose that is purposed 
upon the whole earth: and this zs the hand 
that is stretched out upon all the nations. 

27 For "the Lorp of hosts hath pur- 
posed, and who shall disannul it? and 
his hand zs stretched out, and who shall 
turn it back? 

28 In the ‘year that king Ahaz died 
was this burden. 

29 § Rejoice not thou, whole Palestina, 
because the /rod of him that smote thee 
is broken: for out of the serpent’s root 
shall come forth a $cockatrice, and his 
fruit* shall be a fiery flying serpent. 





* Heb. leaders ; or, great goats. {| Or,daystar. a Dan. 8:10. 
db Psa. 48:2. ¢2Thes.2:4. 4d Mat. 11:23. $f Or, did not let 
his prisoners loose homeward. e¢ Job 18:16; Psa. 37:28, f Ex. 


20: 5. g chap. 10:27. bh 2Chron. 20:€; Job 23:13; Prov. 
21:30; Dan. 4:35. i 2Kings,16:20. j2Chron. 26:6. 3 Or, 
adder, k 2 Kings, 18:8. 





kings and heroes, are represented as filled with 
amazement at the arrival of the king of Babylon 
among them. It is not simply his death that aston- 
ishes them, but the fall of his mighty empire in and 
with him. 

13. I will sit also wpon the mount of the 

Zion, which included Mo- 
riah, where “the tabernacle of the congregation,” 
and afterwards the temple, was located. To “sit 
upon the mount of the congregation” means, to fix 
his throne there, as one who has triumphed over 
the God of-Israel. Jn the sides of the north ; 
probably, on Moriah, which lay on the north-east 
of Zion. See note on Psa. 48: 2. 

18. His own house ; his sepulchre. The ancient 
kings built for their sepulchres vast and magnificent 
structures. 

19. Cast out of thy grave; denied a burial, 
the greatest ignominy that could befall a man after 
his death. An abominable branch; branch is 
probably used here, as in chap. 11:1, to denote 

ffspring. He is cast out without burial as an 
Go down 


of indiscriminate burial in a pit, which was after- 





wards covered with stones. 
ulchres hewn in the rock. 
21. For the iniquity of their fathers ; Exod. 
ek 


Some understand sep- 


>) 


25. Twill break the Assyrian; in the mind of 
the prophet, the overthrow of Assyria and of Babylon 
are connected as parts of one great deliverance. 
Hence, he naturally passes from the latter event to 
the former, which had been already predicted. 

28. In the year—this burden ; this verse intro- 
duces a new prophecy, the first of a series of proph- 
ecies against foreign nations, extending through 
several chapters. 

29. Palestina; the land of the Philistines. 
The rod of him that smote thee; probably the 
rod of David’s royal line; that is, the power of 
Judah. From this rod the Philistines had received 
many severe blows; but in Ahaz’s time it was 
broken for his sins, so that the Philistines invaded 
and plundered Judah. 2Chron. 28:18. The ser- 

ent’s root ; the stock of David, which was to the 

hilistines as a destroying serpent. A cockatrice ; 

an adder, that is, a still more formidable enemy. 

This prophecy had its incipient fulfilment in Heze- 

kiah, 2 Kings, 18:8, but its complete accomplish- 
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The lamentable 


30 And the first-born of the poor shall 
feed, and the needy shall lie down in 
safety: and I will kill thy root with 
famine, and he shall slay thy remnant. 

31 Howl, O gate; cry, O city; thou, 
whole Palestina, art dissolved: for there 
shall come from the north a smoke, and 
none* shall be alone in his t appointed 
times. 

32 What shall one then answer the mes- 
sengers of the nation? That *the Lorp 
hath founded Zion, and ’the poor of his 
people shall ? trust in it. 


CHAPTER XV. 
The lamentable state of Moab. 

HE ‘burden of Moab. Because in 

the night Ar of Moab is laid waste, 

and S brought to silence; because in the 

night Kir of Moab is laid waste, and 
brought to silence: 

2 He is gone up to Bajith, and to Dibon, 

the high places, to weep: Moab shall 

howl over Nebo, and over Medeba: on 


ISAIAH XV. * 


state of Moab. 


all their heads shall be baldness, 4;%;°7 
and every beard cut off. 

3 In their streets they shall gird them- 
selves with sackcloth: on the tops of 
their houses, and in their streets, every 
one shall howl, |i weeping abundantly. 

4 And Heshbon shall cry, and Elealeh; 
their voice shall be heard even unto Ja- 
haz: therefore the armed soldiers of 
Moab shall cry out; his life shall be 
grievous unto him. 

5 My ‘heart shall cry out for Moab; 
his* fugitives shall flee unto Zoar, a heifer 
of three years old: for by the mounting 
up of Luhith with weeping shall they go 
it up; for in the way of Horonaim they 
shall raise up a cry of { destruction. 

6 For the waters of Nimrim shall be 
desolate :? for the hay is withered away, 
the grass faileth, there is no green thing. 

7 Therefore the abundance they have 
gotten, and that which they have laid 
up, shall they carry away to the $ brook 
of the willows. 





* Or, he shall not. } Or, assemblies. a Psa. 87:1-6. b Zeph. 
3:12. £ Heb. betake themselves untoit, ¢ Jer. 48:1, etc. ; Ezek. 
25:8-11; Amos2:1-3. Q Or, cut off. || Heb. descending into 


weeping ; or, coming down with weeping. 4chap. 16:11. * Or, to 
the borders thereof, even to Zoar, as a Role. ¢ Hed. breaking. 
¢ Heb.desolutions. % Or, valley of the Arabians. 





ment is in Christ, who shall destroy all the enemies 
of his people, of whom the Philistines are here the 
representatives. 

30. The first-born of the poor; the preémi- 
nently poor. The allusion is to the poor among | 
(rod’s people. Ver. 32. | 

31. From the north ; Philistia lay on the south- | 
western extremity of Palestine. A smoke; the 
smoke of God’s wrath. Psa. 18:8. Shall be 
alone; or, shall wander out of his ranks. His 
appointed times ; or, as in the margin, “his as- | 
semblies,” the assemblies of God’s hosts. 

32. Messengers of the nation ; more literally, 
‘messengers of a nation’”’-—of any nation that may 
be sent to Jerusalem. Founded Zion; firmly 
established her. Such a declaration as this cannot 
be limited to any one outward deliverance. It con- 
tains a promise of God’s continual presence and 
protection through all ages. See note on ver. 1, 2. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Though God may chastise his people for their 

sins, he will never forsake them, nor give them over 


irresistibly carrying forward his high purposes of 
love and mercy towards his people. 

29. To nations that persevere in iniquity, the 
removal of one calamity only prepares the way for 
another and a heavier. 

32. The Lord always has an answer of peace for 
his true Israel. 


CHAPTER XV. 


The country of Moab lay on the east of the Dead 
sea. Originally it included a large territory north 


of the river Arnon, but in Moses’ day this belonged 


to Sihon king of the Amorites, who had taken it 
from Moab. Moses conquered Sihon, and gave all 
his possessions, including this territory, to the Isra- 
elites. Num. 21: 24-26. Of the cities mentioned 


‘in this and the following chapter, Dibon, Nebo, 


Medeba, Heshbon, Elealeh, Nimrim, Sibmah, and 
Jazer, lay north of the Arnon, and were given by 
Moses to the tribes of Reuben and Gad. Num. 
32: 34-38; Josh. 13: 15-27. But in the decline of 


the kingdom of Israel, the Moabites seem to have 


to the final dominion of the wicked; but will make recovered all this region. 


their present distresses the means of their purifica- 
tion and future enlargement. 

3. The omnipotent power of Christ, the church’s 
Head, is a pledge of her final and complete triumph 
over all her foes. 

7. The overthrow of persecuting powers brings 
joy and thanksgiving to all the righteous. 

11. The mightiest monarchs must soon make 
their couch in the grave, with worms for their cov- 
ering; and this is but an emblem of the more ter- 
rible destruction that awaits haughty sinners be- 
yond the tomb, “where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched.” 

15. It is the revealed purpose of God to humble 
all the proud; and he can execute it as easily upon 
mighty empires as upon an individual. 

20. The efforts of evil-doers to establish their 
families in permanent power and honor end in dis- 
appointment. 

24-27. The counsels of earthly kingdoms are 
continually changing and coming to naught; but 
amid all their revolutions and convulsions, God is 
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1. Ar; the ancient capital of Moab onthe south side 
of the Arnon, nowinruins. Kzr; the modern Kerak, 
six or eight miles south of Ar. It is astrong fortress. 

2. He; Moab. Bajith—Dvibon ; high places, 
where there were temples. To weep; before his 
gods, and supplicate their favor. Over Nebo—over 
Medeba ; standing on these places. 

4. Jahaz; perhaps the same as Jahaza, which 
lay north of the Arnon. Josh. 13:18. But some 
understand by it Jahaz, south of the Arnon, where 
Moses smote Sihon. Num. 21:23. It is here 
named as lying in the very extremity of Moab. 

5). Zoar; on the south-eastern border of the Dead 
sea. <A heifer of three years old; like a heifer 
of three years, strong and untamed. The mount- 
ing up; the ascent. Luhith—Horonaim ; cities 
in the southern part of Moab. 

6. Shall be desolate; either because they have 
been stopped by the enemy, 2 Kings, 3:19; or from 
drought added to the desolations of war. 

7. Therefore ; because they can no longer remain 
in their own land. Brook of the willows; on the 
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Threatenings 


aus § For the cry is gone round about 


the borders of Moab; the howling thereof 
unto Eglaim, and the howling thereof 
unto Beer-elim. 

9 For the waters of Dimon shall be full 
of blood: for I will bring *more upon 
Dimon, *lions upon him that escapeth 
of Moab, and upon the remnant of the 
land. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


1 Moab is exhorted to yield obedience to Christ’s king- 
dom. 6 Moab is threatened for her pride. 9 The 
prophet bewaileth her. 12 The judgment of Moab. 


END ye the °lamb to the ruler of the 
land from ftSela to the wilderness, 
unto the mount of the daughter of Zion. 
2 For it shall be, that, as a wandering 
Hird #cast out of the nest, so the daugh- 
ters of Moab shall be at the fords of 
Arnon.° 
3 Take’ counsel, execute judgment; 
make thy shadow as the night in the 
midst of the noonday ; hide the outcasts; 
bewray not him that wandereth. 


ISAIAH XVI. 





4 Let mine outcasts dwell with thee, 
Moab; be thou a covert to them from 
the face of the spoiler: for the !extor-| 
tioner is at an end, the spoiler ceaseth, | 





* Heb. additions, a 2Kings,17:25. b 2 Kings, 3 ot Or, 
Petra; Heb. uarock. }$ Or,a nest forsaken. ¢ Num, 21:13. 
@ Heb, Bring. || Heb. wringer. * Heb. treaders down. f{ Or, | 


against Moab. 


the *oppressors are consumed out of the 
land. 

5 And in mercy shall the throne be 
established :t and “he shall sit upon it 
in truth in the tabernacle of * David, 
judging, and seeking judgment, and hast- 
ing righteousness. 

6 “| We have heard of the ‘pride of 
Moab; he is very proud; even of his 
haughtiness, and his pride, and _ his 
wrath: but his lies shall not be so. 

7 Therefore shall Moab how! for Moab, 
every one shall howl: for the founda- 
tions of §Kir-hareseth shall ye #mourn ; 
surely they are stricken. 

8 For the fields of Heshbon languish, 
and the vine of Sibmah; the lords of the 
heathen have broken down the principal 
plants thereof, they are come even unto 
Jazer, they wandered through the wil- 
derness: her branches are § stretched out, 
they are gone over the sea. 

9 Therefore "I will bewail with the 
weeping of Jazer the vine of Sibmah: I 
will water thee with my tears, O Hesh- 
bon, and Elealeh: for ithe shouting for 
thy summer fruits and for thy harvest 
is fallen. 





prepared, 4 Dan. 7:14,27; Micah 4:7; Luke 1:32, 33. e Psa. 
72:2. fZeph.2: 10, g 2 Kings, 3:25. $ Or, mutter. % Or, pluck- 
edup. b Jer. 48:32, etc. || Or, the alarm is fallen upon. 





southern border. They take refuge in the land of 
Edom, on the south. Lglaim—Beer-elim ; cities | 
of the southern border of Moab. | 

9. Dimon ; some suppose this to be a stream | 
in the south of Moab; others, that it is the same | 
as Dibon, north of the Arnon. Full of blood; 
from the slain of Moab. More; additional calam- | 
ities. Lions; probably new and fierce enemies. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-6. God can in a moment turn the prosperity 
of any people into lamentation and mourning; and 
he will visit with his judgments all who persist in 
despising his law, whether it be the law of revela- 
tion written in his word, or the law of nature writ- 
ten in men’s consciences. 

7. The quiet possession and enjoyment of wealth 
is God’s gitt. When he chooses, he can with infinite 
ease take it away from families and from nations. 

9. When one chastisement fails to reclaim a na- 
tion, more and heavier judgments are in reserve 


for it. 
CHAPTER XVI. 

1. The lamb; generally understood to mean 
the tribute of lambs which the Moabites had for- 
merly paid to the kings of Israel; but which, after 
the death of Ahab, they refused longer to pay. 
2 Kings, 3:4,5. The ruler of the land; the ruler 
of Judea. Sela; now Petra, a celebrated place in 
the desert south of the Dead sea, whose ruins attest 
its former magnificence. To the wilderness ; to 
and through the intervening wilderness. 

2. For it shall be; the reason of the advice 
contained in the preceding verse is now given; 
Moab’s fugitives shall soon need the protection of 
Judah. A wandering bird cast out of the nest ; 
better, “a wandering bird, a nest” of young birds 
cast out of its place. <At the hei of Arnon; 
on the “orga border of Moab, as it existed in 


y- 








3-5. Some regard these verses as the supplicat- 
ing words of Moab addressed to the Jews, thus: 
Take counsel; or, as the margin, “ Bring coun- 
sel” to us in our distress. Thy shadow; thy 
protection. The outcasts; of Moab. Bewray 
not ; betray not. Let mine outcasts dwell with 
thee, Moab; or, considering Moab as the speaker, 
“ Let the outcasts of Moab dwell with thee.” The 
extortioner is atan end; the oppressor of Judah, 
so that he can now give the required help to 
Moab. In mercy; through the exercise of mercy. 
The throne ; of David's family. Hasting right- 
eousness ; zealously executing it. 

Others regard these words as addressed by Judah 
to the Moabites, thus: Take counsel; take good 
counsel with respect to the Jewish exiles in thy 
land. The extortioner 1s at an end; the op- 

ressor of us, the Jews, will soon be at an end, and 
Me throne be established. This is a reason 
why the Moabites should fear the anger of the Jews, 
and conciliate their favor by deeds of kindness. 

6. We have heard of the pride of Moab; the 
prophet returns to the description of Moab’s sin 
and punishment. His les shall not be so; not 
be established. 

7. For the foundations of Kir-hareseth ; for 
their destruction. Kaur-hareseth is probably the 
same as Kir-Moab, chap. 15: 1. 

8. They are come ; the plants or boughs of the 
vine of Sibmah, a place celebrated for its wine. 
The luxuriant es of this vine is here a symbol 
of the prosperity of the people, as the breaking of 
its boughs is of their destruction. Compare Psa. 
80: 10-13. 

9. IT will bewail—the vine of Sibmah; the 
prophet will unite his lamentations with those of Ja- 
zer over the vineofSibmah. The shouting—+s fall- 
en; or, as the margin, “ the alarm,” battle shout, has 
fallen upon thy summer fruits and upon thy harvest. 
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Syria and Israel 


10 And *gladness is taken away, and 
joy out of the plentiful field; and in the 
vineyards there shall be no singing, nei- 
ther shall there be shouting: the treaders 
shall tread out no wine in their presses ; 
I have made their vintage shouting to 
cease. 

11 Wherefore my >bowels shall sound 
like a harp for Moab, and mine inward 
parts for Kir-haresh. 

12 §| And it shall come to pass, when 
it is seen that Moab is ° weary on the 
high place, that he shall come to his sanc- 
tuary to pray; ?but he shall not prevail. 

13 This zs the word that the Lorp hath 
_ spoken concerning Moab since that time. 

14 But now the Lorp hath spoken, say- 
ing, Within three years, as °the years of 
a hireling, and the glory of Moab shall 
be contemned, with all that great multi- 
tude; and the remnant shall be very 
small and *feeble. 


CTA Pol Bae SO Tb: 


1 Syria and Israel are threatened. 6 A remnant shall 
forsake idolatry. 9 The rest shall be plagued for their 
impiety. 12 The woe of Israel’s enemies. 


HE* burden of Damascus. Behold, 
Damascus is taken away from being 
a city, and it shall be a ruinous heap. 
2 The cities of Aroer are forsaken: they 
shall be for flocks, which shall he down, 
and "none shall make them afraid. 


ISAIAH XVII. 


are threatened. 


3 The fortress also shall cease “y“°s4* 


from Ephraim, and the kingdom from 
Damascus, and the remnant of Syria: 


they shall be as the glory of the chil- - 


dren of Israel, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

4 And in that day it shall come to pass, 
that the glory of Jacob shall be made 
thin, and the ‘fatness of his flesh shall 
wax lean. 

5 And Jit shall be as when the harvest- 
man gathereth the corn, and reapeth the 
ears with his arm; and it shall be as he 
that gathereth ears in the valley of Re- 
phaim. 

6 { Yet gleaning grapes shall be left 
in it, as the shaking of an olive-tree, two 
or three berries in the top of the upper- 
most bough, four or five in the outmoste 
fruitful branches thereof, saith the Lorp 
God of Israel. 

7 At that day shall a man * look to his 
Maker, and his eyes shall have respect 
to the Holy One of Israel. 

8 And he shall not look to the altars, 


the work of his hands, neither shall re- . 


spect that which his fingers have made, 
either the groves, or the fimages. 

9 § In that day shall his strong cities 
be as a forsaken bough, and an upper- 
most branch, which they left because of 
the children of Israel: and there shall 
be desolation. 





a chap. 24:8. 
e chap. 21: 16. 


b chap. 63:15. 
* Or, not many. 


e chap. 26:16. 4d Prov. 1:28. 
f Jer. 49:23, etc.; Amos1:3-5; 


Zech. 9:1, fulfilled. 


Kings, 16:9. h Jer, 7:33. 
10:16. j Jer. 61:33. 


g 2 i chap. 
k Micah 7:7. 4 Or, sun images. 





ll. My bowels; regarded by the ancients as 
the seat of compassion. Compare chap. 63:10; 
Gen. 43:30; 1 Kings, 3:26. Sound like a 
harp; be agitated like the strings of a harp when 
struck by the player; be disquieted, as the same 
word in the original is rendered. Psa. 42:6, 11. 
Kir-haresh ; the same as Kir-hareseth. 

12. On the high place ; where he is gone to 
make supplication to his gods. This verse may be 
literally rendered thus: “And it shall come to 
pass that Moab shall appear, shall weary himself 
upon the high place; and shall come to his sanc- 
tuary to pray, and shall not prevail.” 

13. Sznce that time; or, “ of old.” 

14. But now the Lord hath spoken ; an addi- 
tion made at a later date. As the years of a 
Aireling ; computed with exactness. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. They who would enjoy the favor and protec- 
tion of God must be at peace with his people. 

3. Cruelty and treachery towards those whom 
war, or oppression of any kind, has driven from 
their own homes, and reduced to a state of poverty 
and dependence, is a heinous sin, and one which 
God will severely punish. 

5. Mercy and righteousness, having their foun- 
dation in the fear and love of God, are the only 
true prosperity and stability of a nation. 

6-11. It is true of nations, as of individuals, that 
“pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty 
spirit before a fall.” 

12. The idols in which the heathen put their 
trust cannot help them in the day of their calam- 
ity: none but the living God can save; and he 
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demands repentance, and works meet for repent- 
ance. 


CHAPTER XVII. 
2. They shall be for flocks ; desolated and con- 


verted into common pasture-ground. 

3. Ephraim is joined with Damascus in this 
prophecy, because the two kingdoms were confed- 
erate against Judah. Chap. 7:2. They shall 
be as the glory of the children of Israel; their 
glory shall be brought low, like that of the chil- 
dren of Israel. Ver. 4. 

5. It shall be ; with Israel and his glory. As 
when the harvest-man—he that gathereth 
ears; his enemies shall reap him as one reaps 

rain. In the valley of Rephaim ; a plain near 
erusalem on the south-west. It is probably men- 
tioned here because of its luxuriant fields of grain. 

6. Gleaning grapes ; literally, gleanings; here, 
gleanings of olive-berries. Shall be left in 1t— 
in the outmost fruitful branches; a remnant 
only of Israel shall be left, like the scattered ber- 
ries on the topmost boughs of an olive-tree after the 
fruit has been gathered. 

7. Look to his Maker ; in faith and obedience. 

8. Groves ; or, “images of Ashtoreth,” a female 
goddess, worshipped by the Zidonians and other 
heathen nations. 

9. A forsaken bough ; or, “the remnant of a 
forest.” Chap. 10:19. Az wppermost branch ; 
on which a few berries are left. Because of the 
children of Israel; or, “ As the ruins in forests 
and on hills which they,” the Canaanites, “left” 
in tech “before the face of the children of Is- 
rael.” 
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Destruction of 


ISAIAH 
pear 10 Because *thou hast forgotten 


- the God of thy salvation, and hast not 


been mindful of the rock of thy strength, 
therefore shalt thou plant pleasant plants, 
and shalt set it with strange slips: 

11 Inthe day shalt thou make thy plant 
to grow, and in the morning shalt thou 
make thy seed to flourish: but the » har- 
vest shall be *a heap in the day of grief 
and of desperate sorrow. 

12 4{ Woe to the jmultitude of many 
people, which make a noise like the noise 
of the seas; and to the rushing of nations, 
that make a rushing like the rushing of 


_ mighty? waters ! 


13 The nations shall rush like the rush- 
ing of many waters: ‘but God shall re- 
buke them, and they shall flee far off, and 
shall be chased as the chaff of the moun- 
tains before the wind, and like $ a rolling 
thing before the whirlwind. 

14 And behold at evening-tide trouble; 
and hefore the morning he zs not. This 

a Jer.17:13, bJer.5:31. * Or, removed in the day of inher 
tlance, and there shall be dead/y sorrow. + Or, noise. $ Or, 


many. ¢ Psa.9:5. % Or, thistle-down, 4 Jer. 2:3, ¢ chap. 
20:3,5; Ezek. 30:4-9; Zeph. 2:12; 3:10. || Or, outspread 





XVIII. 


is the portion of them ‘that spoil us, and 
the lot of them that rob us. 


God’s enemies. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 
1 God in care of his people will destroy the Ethiopians. 
7 An access thereby shall grow unto the church. 
OE to the land shadowing with 
wings, which is beyond the ‘rivers 
of Ethiopia: 

2 That sendeth ambassadors by the 
sea, even in vessels of bulrushes upon 
the waters, saying, Go, ye swift messen- 
gers, to a nation !iscattered and peeled, 
to a people terrible from their beginning 
hitherto; a nation *meted out and trod- 
den down, whose land the rivers fhave 
spoiled! % 

3 All ye inhabitants of the world, and 
dwellers on the earth, see ye, when he 
lifteth up an fensign on the mountains ; 
and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye. 

4 For so the Lorp said unto me, I will 
take my rest, and I will #eonsider in my 
and polished. * Or, that meteth out and treadeth down; Heb. of 


line, line, and treading under foot. } Or, despise. f chap. 5:26, 
t Or, regard my set dwelling. 








10. Pleasant plants—strange slips ; a figura- 
tive description of idolatrous practices, as arising 
from forgetfulness of God. “Strange slips,” are 
slips from “a strange vine.” Jer. 2:21. 

TL. A heap; a ruinous heap; that is, their idol- 
atrous observances shall bring to them “ grief and 
desperate sorrow.” 

12. The multitude of many people ; gathered 
against Zion. From the confederacy of Syria and 

phraim the prophet passes to a general denun- 
ciation of God's wrath upon the persecutors of his 
people. 

14. Trouble; consternation falling upon the host 
of Zion’s enemies. He 7s not; he has perished. 
This prophecy was strikingly fulfilled upon Sen- 
nacherib’s army, but should not be restricted to 
that overthrow. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. They who are united in persecuting God’s 
peprle, must also be in the destruction which he 

rings ae their enemies. 

d, 6. The mightiest among God’s enemies are 
utterly feeble and helpless a hands. They fall 
before his wrath like the ears of corn before the 
reaper, and like olive-berries before the gatherer. 

7, 8. God's chastisements are adapted and de- 
signed to withdraw the confidence of his people 
from the vain objects in which worldly men put 
their trust ; and in respect to the “ remnant accord- 
ing to the election of grace,” they always accom- 
plish this result. 

10, 11. They who forget the living God, and 
seek prosperity and salvation from their own world- 
ly devices, reap in the end a harvest of “ grief and 
of desperate sorrow.” 

12-14. Since God dwells among his people, they 
have no reason to fear the power of their foes, how- 
ever formidable it may seem. He can destroy in a 
moment all their combined hosts, as stubble is blown 
before the whirlwind. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


Of this difficult chapter two different views are 
held by commentators: first, that it is an annwn- 
ciation to the Ethiopians of the destruction of 





their enemies the Assyrians under Sennacherib. to 
which reference is nade at the close of the preceding 
chapter; secondly, that it is a denwrectation of the 
overthrow of their own warlike preparations. 

1. Woe to the land ; the word rendered ** woe,” 
may also be translated “ho,” as in ch. 55:1. Those 
who adopt the former of the above-named views, 
render, “ Ho, land.” Shadowing with wings ; 
or, “rustling with wings.” By wings, armies seem 
to be intended. The rivers of Ethiopia; the 
rivers which border it on the north, being branches 
of the Nile. Ethiopia lay south of Egypt. 

2. The sea; the Nile, which anciently, as in 
modern times, was called the sea. Some suppose 
the Red sea to be intended; but “vessels of bul- 
rushes’ would be more appropriate to the Nile. 
Vessels of bulrushes; light boats made of the 
Egyptian papyrus. Saying; this word is not in 
the original, and it is better to omit it, and under- 
stand the prophet as addressing the messengers. 
Go, ye swift messengers ; according to the first 
of the above views, to bear tidings to Ethiopia of 
the overthrow of Sennacherib; according to the 
second, to bear to them the prophet’s denunciation. 
Scattered and peeled; or, “spread abroad and 
smooth,” that is, close shaven: see margin. A 
nation meted out and trodden down; or, as the 
margin, a nation “of line, line, and treading under 
foot ;” a nation that stretches out its measuring 
line over one conquered nation after another, and 
treads its enemies under foot. The rivers; the 
Nile and its branches. Have spoiled; by inun- 
dating it. But we may better render, “ divide.” 

3. When he lifteth up an ensign ; according 
to one view, the Assyrian, to muster his forces 
against Jerusalem; according to the other, the 

thiopian king, to prepare for some formidable 
warlike expedition, probably against Judea. 

4. Will take my rest—consider ; will look on 
in quietness. Compare Psa. 2:4. Like a clear 
heat—a cloud of dew; serene as the clear and 
warm sunshine, and calm as the dew-distilling 
cloud; perhaps with the idea, also, that this inac- 
tion allows God’s enemies to mature their plans 


against his people. 
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The confusion 


dwelling-place like a clear heat *upon 
herbs, and like a cloud of dew in the 
heat of harvest. : 

5 For afore the harvest, when the bud 
is perfect, and the sour grape is ripening 
in the flower, he shall both cut off the 
sprigs with pruning-hooks, and take away 
and cut down the branches. 

6 They shall be left together unto the 
fowls of the mountains, and to the beasts 
of the earth; and the fowls shall summer 
upon them, and all the beasts of the 
earth shall winter upon them. 

7 § In that time shall the *present be 
brought unto the Lorp of hosts of a peo- 
ple tscattered and peeled, and from a 
people terrible from their beginning hith- 
erto; a nation meted out and trodden 
under foot, whose land the rivers have 
spoiled, to the place of the name of the 
Lorp of hosts, the mount Zion. 


CHAPTER XIX. 


1 The confusion of Egypt. 11 The foolishness of their 
princes. 18 The calling of Egypt to the church. 23 
The covenant of Egypt, Assyria, and Israel. 


HE burden of Egypt. Behold, the 
Lorp ‘rideth upon a swift cloud, and 
shall eome into Egypt: and the ‘idols 
of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, 
and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the 
midst of it. 
2 And I will #set the Egyptians against 
the Egyptians: and they shall fight every 


ISAIAH XIX. 


of Egypt. 


one against his brother, and every *s'6"A% 


one against his neighbor; city against - 


city, and kingdom against kingdom. 

3 And the spirit of Egypt shall § fail in 
the *midst thereof; and I[ will destroy 
the counsel thereof: and they shall ‘seek 
to the idols, and to the charmers, and to 
them that have familiar spirits, and to 
the wizards. 

4 And the Egyptians will I *give over 
into the hand of a cruel lord; and a 
fierce king shall rule over them, saith the 
Lord, the Lorp of hosts. 

5 Andthe waters shall fail from the sea, 


and the river shall be wasted and dried up. | 


6 And they shall turn the rivers far 
away; and the "brooks of defence shall 
be emptied and dried up: the reeds and 
flags shall wither. 

7 The paper reeds by the brooks, by 
the mouth of the brooks, and every thing 
sown by the brooks, shall wither, be 
driven away, and tbe no more. 

8 The fishers also shall mourn, and all 
they that cast angle into the brooks shall 
lament, and they that spread nets upon 
the waters shall languish. 

9 Moreover they that work in'fine flax, 
and they that weave # networks, shall be 
confounded. 

10 And they shall be broken in the 
purposes thereof, all that make sluices 
and ponds | for fish. 

11 §] Surely the princes of /Zoan are 





* Or, after rain, a Psa. 68:31; 72:10; chap. 16:1. f Or, out- 
spread and polished, ver.2. »b Jer. 46:13; Ezek, 29, 30. c¢ Psa. 
18;10; 104:3, d Ex. 12:12; Jer. 43: 12. ¢ Heb. mingle. 4 Heb. be 
emptied. e Ezek.22:14. || Heb. swallowup. f chap. 8:19; 47:12. 


* Or, shutup. g chap. 20:4. h 2 Kings, 19:24. f Heb. shall not 
be. i 1 Kings, 10:28. $ Or, white works. Q Heb. foundations, 
|| Heb. of living things. j Num, 13:22. 





5. Afore the harvest ; the harvest of their plans ; 
before they can accomplish what they have under- 
taken. The sour grape is ripening in the flow- 
er; or, “the flower is becoming a ripening grape.” 
Cut off the sprigs—cut down the branches ; 
shall destroy all their assembled armies. 

6. They shall be left ; their slaughtered hosts. 
The literal now takes the place of the figurative. 
Fowls—beasts ; fowls and beasts of prey. 

7. Shall the present be brought; from the 
Ethiopians. According to one view, it is a present 
sent to Jerusalem on the occasion of Sennacherib’s 
overthrow ; according to the other, their own over- 
throw by the power of Jehovah brings them thus to 
acknowledge his authority. In either case, the 
present is to be regarded as an earnest of their 
future spiritual conversion to Christ. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

4,5. God sometimes leaves his enemies for a 
season to carry torward their plans against his 
church without interruption, until they seem to be 
on the point of triumphing over her, in order that 
his power and glory may be more conspicuously 
manifested in their final overthrow. 

7. God has given to Christ for his inheritance 
all nations of the earth, and he will, in his own 
time and manner, whether by mercies or judgments, 
bring them all to render to him willing obedience 


and homage. 
CHAPTER XIX, 
This chapter contains a prophecy of the downfall 
of Egypt, and its subsequent conversion to God. 
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1. Rideth upon a swift cloud ; compare Psa. 
18:10. 11; 104: 3. 

3. The spirit of Egypt ; that is, of the Egyp- 
tians; all the resources of their own wisdom and 
counsel. They shall seek to the zdols ; in their 
perplexity, they shall go to their magicians and 
false gods for counsel and help, but shall find 
none. 

4. A cruel lord—a fierce king ; this prophecy 
may have had its incipient fulfilment in some op- 
pressive king, like Psammetichus, who ascended 
the throne of Egypt during the reign of Manasseh ; 
but it manifestly covers the whole history of Egypt 
till the time of its final conversion to God. 

5-10. The waters shall fail—all that make 
sluices; a figurative description of the fall of 
Egypt, borrowed from the failure of the Nile. 
It cannot be the mere physical desolation of the 
country that is intended, since it is to endure till 
the conversion of the nation to God. The sea; 
the Nile. See note on chap.18:2. They shall 
turn the rivers far away; and the brooks of 
defence; or better, “the rivers,” canals of the 
Nile, “shall stink; the streams of Egypt.” They 
shall be broken in the purposes thereof; or, as 
the margin, “her foundations shall be broken.” 
All that make sluices and ponds for fish ; or, 
as many prefer, “all the hired laborers shall be 
heavy of heart.” 

11. Zoan; Tanis, a city lying in the eastern 

art of Lower Egypt, on one of the branches of the 

ile. 
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Threatenings and 


BevAy” fools, the counsel of the wise coun- 
sellors of Pharaoh is become brutish: 
how say ye unto Pharaoh, I am the son 
of the wise, the son of ancient kings ? 

12 Where “are they? where are thy 
wise men? and let them tell thee now, 
and let them know » what the Lorp of 
hosts hath purposed upon Egypt. 

13 The princes of Zoan are become 

_fools,° the princes of 4‘ Noph are deceived ; 
they have also seduced Egypt, even they 
that are *the stay of the tribes thereof. 

14 The*Lorp hath mingled at perverse 
spirit in the midst thereof: and they have 
caused Egypt to err in every work there- 
of, as a drunken man staggereth in his 
vomit. 

15 Neither shall there be any work for 
Egypt, which the head or tail, branch or 
rush, may do. 

16 In that day shall Egypt be ‘like 
unto women: and it shall be afraid and 
fear because of the shaking of the hand 
of the Lorp of hosts, which he shaketh 
over it. 


ISAIAH XIX. 





promises to Egypt. 


one shall be called, The city of § destrue- 
tion. 

19 In that day shall there be an altar 
to the Lorp in the midst of the land of 
Egypt, and a" pillar at the border there- 
of to the Lorp. 

20 And it shall be foraisign and for a 
witness unto the Lorp of hosts in the 
land of Egypt: for they shall ery unto the 
Lorp because of the oppressors, and he 
shall send them a saviour, and a great 
one, and he shall deliver them. 

21 And the Lorp shall be known to 
Egypt, and the Egyptians shall know 
the Lorp in that day, and shall do jsae- 
rifice and oblation; yea, they shall vow 
a vow unto the Lorp, and perform it. 

22 And the Lorp shall smite Egypt: 
he shall smite and heal it: and they 
shall return even to the Lorp, and he 
shall be entreated of them, and shall 
heal them. 

23 {| In that day shall there be a *high- 
way out of Egypt to Assyria, and the 
Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the 


17 And the land of Judah shall be a Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians 


terror unto Egypt, every one that mak- 
eth mention thereof shall be afraid in 


| 


shall serve with the Assyrians. 
24 In that day shall Israel be the third 


himself, because of the counsel of the with Egypt and with Assyria, even a 
Lorp of hosts, which he hath determined, blessing in the midst of the land: 


against it. 
18 4] In that day shall five cities in the 


land of Egypt speak the *language of 


‘Canaan, and swear to the Lorp of hosts; 


b chap. 44:7,8. ¢ Rom.1:22. d Jer. 2:16, 
* Or, governors ; Heb. the corners. e 1 Kings, 22:22, 23. + Heb. 
spirit of perversencss, { Jer. 51:30; Nahum 3:13. ft Heb. dip. 





a 1 Cor. 1:20. 





13. Noph ; Memphis, an ancient and splendid 
city of Egypt. 

14. Hath mingled a perverse spirit in the 
midst thereof; hath mixed with the counsels of 
Egypt @ perverse spirit, so that her rulers mislead 

er. 

15. Head or tail, branch or rush; men of high 
or low degree. Chap. 9:14. May do; that is, 
with success. All dadecsiisnek by men of all ranks 
shall come to naught. 

16. The shaking of the hand; as a gesture 
of threatening. 

17. The land of Judah; not simply as an 
earthly kingdom, but as containing in itself the 
kingdom of God, to which perpetuity and universal 
dominion are promised. To the literal Judah, this 
prophecy was fulfilled only in a yery limited meas- 
ure. Its complete fulfilment must ba to the Israel 
of God. Compare chap. 60: 14. 

18. Five cities—speak the language of Ca- 
naan ; the language of God’s people. The city 
of destruction ; doomed to destruction; or, as the 
margin, “ The city of the sun ;” that is, Heliopolis, 
one of the chief cities of Egypt. This difticult 
verse is variously interpreted. Some suppose the 
prophet to mean, that where five cities of Egypt 
shall be converted to the true religion, and thus 
saved, one shall, for its unbelief, be doomed to de- 
struction; in other words, that five out of six of 
the Egyptian cities shall be converted to the true 
faith. Others suppose that the five cities include 
that called “the city of the sun;” and these find 





25 Whom the Lorp of hosts shall bless, 
saying, Blessed be Egypt my ' people, and 
Assyria the ™ work of my hands, and Is- 
rael mine inheritance. 


g Zeph. 3:9. a Or, Heres, or the sun. b Gen. 28: 18; Ex. 24: 4. 
i*Josh.- 4:20; J-Mals litt. Kicliap.lci6. 11 Pet, 9:10, 


m Eph. 2:10. 





the fulfilment of the prophecy in the settlement of 
large colonies of Jews in Egypt before the Chris- 
tian era. If this latter interpretation be adopted, 
we must not regard the fulfilment before our Lord’s 
advent as final, but only as an earnest of a higher 
fulfilment under the Christian dispensation, to 
which the prophecy as a whole manifestly refers. 

19. An altar to the Lord ; an altar for offering 
sacrifices to the Lord. A yrllar; as a memorial 
of God’s interposition. Compare Gen. 28:18; 
35:14. The meaning is, that the true God shall 
be worshipped in Egypt. 

20. A saviour, and a great one; the Messiah. 
If human deliverers are included, it is only as min- 
isters under Christ. 

22. Shall smite and heal it ; heal it after he 
has smitten it. 

23. A highway ; denoting alliance and peace- 
ful intercourse. The Egyptians shall serve with 
the Assyrians; both nations shall serve God to- 
gether. 

24. The third; the third party. Egypt and 
Assyria shall be in alliance with each other, and 
both with Israel, as the third in the confederacy. 
The land ; the united land of Israel, Egypt, and 
Assyria. 

. Whom; the united people of these three 
lands. The most prominent of the gentile powers 
in Isaiah’s day were Egypt and Assyria, both of 
them hostile alike to God’s covenant people and to 
each other. Under this prophecy of their conversion 
and union with Israel, is foretold the gathering of 
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Fall of Egypt, 


CHAPTER XxX. 


A type prefiguring the shameful captivity of Egypt 
and Ethiopia. 


N the *year that Tartan came unto 

Ashdod, (when Sargon the king of 

Assyria sent him,) and fought against 
Ashdod, and took it; 

2 At the same time spake the Lord *by 
Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, Go and 
loose the sackcloth from off thy loins, 
and put off thy shoe from thy foot. And 
he did so, walking naked and barefoot. 

3 And the Lorp said, Like as my ser- 
vant Isaiah hath walked naked and bare- 
foot three years for a sign and wonder 
upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia ; 

4 So shall the king of Assyria lead away 
the t Egyptians prisoners, and the Ethio- 
pians captives, young and old, naked and 
barefoot, even with their buttocks uncov- 
ered, to the #shame of Egypt. 

5 And they shall be afraid and asham- 
ed of Ethiopia their expectation, and of 
Egypt their glory. 

6 And the inhabitant of this Sisle shall 
say in that day, Behold, ®such zs our ex- 


ISAIAH XXI. 


and of Babylon. 


pectation, whither we flee for help *3%6 "ii: 
to be delivered from the king of Assyria: 
and how shall we escape? 


CHAPTER XXII. 


1 The prophet, bewailing the captivity of his people, 

seeth in a vision the fall of Babylon by the Medes 
11 Edom, scorning the prophet, is 
13 The set time of Arabia’s 


and Persians. 
moved to repentance. 
calamity. 


HE burden of the desert of the sea. 

As ©whirlwinds in the south pass 
through ; so it cometh from the desert, 
from a terrible land. 

2 A ligrievous vision is declared unto 
me; The treacherous ‘dealer dealeth 
treacherously, and the spoiler spoileth. 
Go ‘up, O Elam: besiege, O Media: all 
the sighing thereof have I made to cease. 

3 Therefore fare my loins filled with 
pain: pangs have taken hold upon me, 
as the pangs of a woman that travaileth: 
I was bowed down at the hearing of tt ; 
I was dismayed at the seeing of tt. 

4 My* heart panted, fearfulness af- 
frighted me: the énight of my pleasure 
hath he fturned into fear unto me. - 





a2 Kings,18:17. * Heb. bythe hand of. | Heb. captivity of Egypt. 
£ Heb. nakedness. Q Or, country; Jer.47:4, bJob6:20, ¢ Zech. 


9:14, |] Heb. hard. d chap. 33:1. ech.13:17; Jer.49:34, fch. 
15:5. * Or, My mind wandered, g Van. 5:5,etc. f Heb, put. 





Jews and Gentiles into the one fold of Christ. 
John 10: 16. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The favor and protection of God are the only 
real bulwarks of a nation. When he visits a peo- 

le in wrath for their sins, all counsels fail before 
hie and the stoutest hearts melt with terror. 

2-14. One way in which God punishes nations 
and communities for their perverseness and rebel- 
lion against him is by giving them up to discord, 
confusion, and the infatuation of foolish counsellors. 
Thus the mightiest empires have often been broken 
in pieces, and have become an easy prey to their 
enemies. 

17. Since it is the counsel of the Lord of hosts 
that his church shall stand firm to the end of time, 
and triumph over all opposition, they who love her 
may comfort themselves in the darkest hours of 
adversity with the assurance that her enemies shall, 
in the end, be confounded, and led to seek her favor 
and friendship. 

23-25. God has appointed the true Israel to be 
the mediator and bond of union between the nations 
of the earth. The tendency of the gospel is to unite 
them all in mutual friendly intercourse. When 
the kingdoms of this world shall become the king- 
doms of Christ, all war and oppression will cease, 
and the whole earth be at rest and break forth into 


singing. 
CHAPTER XX. 

1. Tartan; a general that served under both 
Sargon and Sennacherib. 2 Kings, 18:17. <Ash- 
dod ; a strong fortress in Philistia. It lay on the 
road to Egypt, and its capture opened the way for 
an attack on that country. Sargon; probably 
the immediate predecessor of Sennacherib. 

2. Sackeloth ; probably a coarse garment which 
was worn as a badge of the prophetic office. Zech. 
13:4. Naked ; that is, comparatively naked, with- 
out his garment of sackcloth and shoes. John 21:7. 
This was a sign of the condition in which the Egyp- 
tian and Ethiopian captives should be led away. 
Ver. 4. 
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5. They; the Jews, who are often rebuked for 
putting their trust in Egypt. Chap. 30:2; 31:1; 
36 : 6. 

6. This isle; or, as the margin, “ this country,” 
or coast; the Mediterranean coast, which included 
the land of Judea. Such is our expectation ; 
such is its issue; it has ended in disappointment. 
Whither we flee for help; that is, from Egypt, 
whither we have fled for help. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

The expectations of all who forsake the living 
God, and the way of salvation which he has pro- 
vided, to put their trust in man or any thing that 
man can do, shall end in disappointment and ruin. 


CHAPTER XXI. 


1. The desert of the sea ; an enigmatical name 
for Babylon, probably meaning that the plain of 
Babylon is destined to become what it was before 
the pialdiar of the city, an inundated marsh; “a 
possession for the bittern, and pools of water.” 
Chap. 14:23. “The sea,” is here the Euphrates. 
Whiriwinds in the south; the southern desert 
is mentioned as the region whence violent whirl- 
winds come. From the desert; according to 
many, the desert mountainous tract between Persia 
and Babylon. Or we may render, “As whirl- 
winds in the south rush from the desert, so it,” the 
calamity, “ cometh,” ete. 

2. Grievous vision; vision of grievous evil 
coming upon Babylon. The treacherous dealer ; 
or, ‘the deceiver,” that is, Cyrus, who took Baby- 
lon by stratagem. Elam; Persia. Cyrus gov- 
erned the united empire of Media and Persia. Dan. 
8:3, 20. The sighing thereof; the sighing 
which Babylon has caused. 

3,4. Are my loins filled with pain ; in these 
verses the prophet speaks in the name of Babylon. 
Compare ver. 4. The night of my pleasure ; 
these words were remarkably fulfilled in the cap- 
ture < Babylon during a night of festivity. Dan. 
0:1, 30. 
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Burden of Seir, 


xem 5 Prepare the table, watch in the 


watch-tower, eat, drink: arise, ye princes, 
and anoint the shield. 

6 For thus hath the Lord said unto me, 
Go, set a watchman, let him declare what 
he seeth. 

7 And he saw a chariot with a couple 
of horsemen, a chariot of asses, and a 
chariot of camels; and he hearkened 
diligently, with much heed: 

8 And he cried, *A lion: My lord, I 
stand continually upon the watch-tower 
in* the daytime, aud I am set in my 
ward t whole nights: 

9 And behold, here cometh a chariot of 
men, with a couple of horsemen. And he 
answered and said, »Babylon is fallen, 
is fallen; and all the graven images 
of her gods he hath broken unto the 
ground. 

10 O my threshing, and the +eorn of 
my floor: that which I have heard of 
the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel, have 
I “declared unto you. 

11 “| The burden of °Dumah. He eall- 
eth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what 
of the night? Watchman, what of the 
night? 

12 The watchman said, The morning 


ISAIAH XXII. 


and of Arabia. 


cometh, and also the night: if ye will 
inquire, inquire ye: return, come. 

13 9] The burden upon Arabia. In the 
forest in Arabia shall ye lodge, O ye 
travelling companies of Dedanim. 

14 The inhabitants of the land of Tema 
brought’ water to him that was thirsty, 
aed prevented with their bread him that 

ed. 

15 For ‘they fled from the swords, 
from the drawn sword, and from the bent 
bow, and from the grievousness of war. 

16 For thus hath the Lord said unto 
me, Within a year, according to the years 
of a Shireling, and all the glory of » Ke- 
dar shall fail: 

17 And the residue of the number of 
archers,* the mighty men of the children 
of Kedar, shall be diminished: for the 
Lorp God of Isracl hath spoken it. 


CHAPTER XXII. 


1 The prophet lamenteth the invasion of Jewry by the 
Persians. 8 He reproveth their human wisdom and 
worldly joy. 15 He prophesieth Shebnah’s depriva- 
tion, 20 and Eliakim, prefiguring the kingdom of 
Christ, his substitution. 

HE burden of the valley of vision. 
What aileth thee now, that thou art 


wholly gone up to the ‘house-tops ? 





’ * Or, as a@lion. a Hab. 2:1. f¢ Or, everynight. » Jer. 51:8, 
etc.; Rev. 14:8 c¢ Jer. 60:2. $¢ Heb. son. d Ezek. 3:17-19; 
Acts 20: 26,27. e 1 Chron. 1:30; Jer. 49:7, etc.; Ezek 35:2, 








5. Prepare the table ; the words of the Babylo- 
nians. they set their watch, and then give them- 
selves up to revelling. Arise, ye princes; the cry 
of alarm which comes to the king and his nobles at 
the banquet. Anotnt the shield; to prepare it 
for battle. Shields were covered with skins, which 
needed frequent anointings. 

6-9. Go, set a watchman—Babylon ts fallen ; 
this is represented to the prophet in vision. A 
chariot with a couple of horsemen; or, “ horse- 
men riding in pairs.” So also ver. 9. A chariot 
of asses—camels ; or, “riders on asses, riders on 
camels.” He cried, A lion; or, as the margin, 
“as a lion.” Compare Rev. 10:3. He answer- 
ed; the watchman answered, giving the meaning 
of this vision of an invading army. 

10. My threshing, and the corn of my floor ; 
that is, O my crushed and afflicted people. This is 
Isaiah’s address to his people, anticipating their 
captivity in Babylon, aaa promising them deliver- 
ance from it. . 

11. Dumah ; by some supposed to be a district in 
the south of Edom; by others, Edom itself. Sezr ; 
the same as Edom, a mountainous tract extending 
south from the Dead sea to the eastern arm of the 
Red sea. What of the night? how much of it is 

assed ? 

12. The morning cometh, and also the night ; 
the morning comes to God’s people, but the night 
to their enemies. If ye will inquire—come ; 
the prophet encourages them that earnest inquiry, 
in which repentance is implied, will gain for them 
a favorable answer. 

13. Arabia; in the restricted sense, including 
the region bordering on the south and east of Pales- 
tine, that is, the north-western part of the great 
Arabian peninsula. Forest; the Arabs give this 
name to rugged tracts, such as the carayans of De- 


etc. ; Obad. 1, etc. 4 Or, bring ye. fJob6: 19, 20. I Or, for fear; 
Heb. from the face of. g Jov7:1. 4b chap. 60:7. * Heb. 


bows. i Deut. 22:8. 


dan would naturally seek for safety. Forests, in 
our sense of the word, are not found in Arabia. 
Shall ye lodge ; they shall flee to them from fear 
of the invading enemy. 

14. Tema ; this. as well as the Dedanim, was a 
neighboring Arabian tribe. Yo him that was 
thirsty ; to the thirsty fugitives of Arabia. Pre- 
vented ; met in a friendly way. 

16. Years of a hireling ; see note on chapter 
16:14. Aedar; a tribe of the desolated region, 
put here for the whole country. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

o. Sinful security is the forerunner of sudden 
destruction to nations as well as to families and 
| individuals. 
| 9. The utter and final overthrow of all persecut- 
ing powers that oppose themselves to the kingdom 

of heaven, is written among the counsels of Jeho- 
| vah; and at the appointed hour he will find abun- 
| dant means to execute his judgments upon them. 

10. The threatenings recorded in (God’s word 
against the enemies of his people, are all pledges 
ot their deliverance and salvation. 

12. To those who ask counsel of God in the spirit 
of obedience and faith, he will, in the end, return 
an answer of peace; but the unbelieving and rebel- 
lious shall have no share in the good which he be- 
stows upon his friends. 

13-17. Neither numbers, nor bodily strength, nor 
security of position, can secure any people against 
the judgments of God. He sent of old desolation 
and destruction into the rough deserts of Arabia, as 
well as into the mighty cities of Nineveh and Bab- 


ylon. 
CHAPTER XXII. 

1. The valley of vision ; Jerusalem, as bei 
surrounded by hills higher than itself, and also the 
place where (rod in a special manner revealed him- 
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Invasion of Judea. ISAIA 


2 Thou that art full of stirs, a tumul- 
tuous city, a “joyous city: thy slain men 
are not slain with the sword, nor dead 
in battle. 

3 All thy rulers are ° fled together, they 
are bound *by the archers: all that are 
found in thee are bound together, which 
have fled from far. 

4 Therefore said J, Look away from 
me; I will t weep “bitterly, labor not to 
comfort me, because of the spoiling of 
the daughter of my people. 

5 For it 7s a day of trouble, and of 
treading down, and of perplexity by the 
Lord Gop of hosts in the valley of vision, 
breaking down the walls, and of crying 
to the mountains. 

6 And 4Elam bare the quiver with 
chariots of men and horsemen, and Kir 
uncovered? the shield. 

7 And it shall come to pass, that § thy 
choicest valleys shall be full of chariots, 
and the horsemen shall set themselves 
in array !lat the gate. 

8 {| And he discovered the covering of 
Judah, and thou didst look in that day 
to the armor of the ‘house of the forest. 

9 Ye fhave seen also the breaches of 
the city of David, that they are many: 
and ye gathered together the waters of 
the lower pool. 

10 And ye have numbered the houses 
of Jerusalem, and the houses have ye 
broken down to fortify the wall. 

11 Ye made also a ditch between the 
two walls for the water of the old pool: 


H XXII. Fail of Shebna. 


but ye have not looked unto the *,% "4: 
maker thereof, neither had respect unto 
him that fashioned it long ago. 

12 And in that day did the Lord Gop 
of hosts call to weeping, and to mourn- 
ing, and to "baldness, and to girding 
with sackcloth: 

13 And behold joy and gladness, slay- 
ing oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh, 
and drinking wine: let'us eat and drink; 
for to-morrow we shall die. 

14 And it was revealed in mine ears 
by the Lorp of hosts, Surely this iniquity 
shall not be purged from you till ye die, 
saith the Lord Gop of hosts. 

15 4 Thus saith the Lord Gop of hosts, 
Go, get thee unto this treasurer, even unto 
Shebna, which zs over the house, and 
say, 

16 What hast thou here, and whom 
hast thou here, that thou hast hewed 
thee out a sepulchre here, *as he that 
heweth him out a sepulchre on high, and 
that graveth a habitation for himself in 
a rock ? 

17 Behold, the Lorp twill carry thee 

away with ¢a mighty captivity, and will 
surely cover thee. 
18 He will surely violently turn and 
toss thee like a ball into a $ large coun- 
| try: there shalt thou die, and there the 
chariots of thy glory shall be the shame 
of thy lord’s house. 

19 And I will drive thee from thy sta- 
tion, and from thy state shall he pull 
thee down. 








a chap. 32: 13. t Heb. 
be bitter in weeping. 
t Heb. made naked. 


el Kings: 722; 10517. 


b 2 Kings, 25:5, 11. * Heb. of the bow. 
ce Jer. 4:19; 9:1; Lam.1:2. 4 Jer. 49: 35. 
@ Heb. the choice of thy. || Or, toward. 
f 2Chron. 32:4. g Joel1:13. h Job 


1:20; Micah 1:16. i chap. 56:12. j 2 Kings, 18:37. * Or, O 
he. + Or, who covered thee with an excellent covering,and clothed 
thee gorgeously, shall surely ; ver. 18. t Heb. the captivity of a 
man. Heb. land large of spaces. 





self. Gone up to the house-tops ; to make obser- 
vation, as was .customary in the case of sudden 
alarms. The roofs of oriental cities are nearly flat. 

2. Thouthatart full; that is,customarily. Not 
slain with the sword—dead in battle ; they perish 
from famine and pestilence accompanying the siege. 

3. Bound ; taken captive and bound. 

5. Crying to the mountains ; the cry of dis- 
tress resounding to the neighboring mountains. 

6. Elam; Persia. Kir ; the modern Georgia, 
lying between the Black and the Caspian sea. These 
two countries are named as subject to the king of 
Assyria and furnishing troops for his service. 

7. Shall be full of chariots—at the gate ; 
this may have been in Sennacherib’s day, or when 
the king of Assyria took Manasseh captive and 
carried him to Babylon. 2 Chron. 33:11. 

8. He discovered; literally, “he uncovered.” 
The covering of Judah; her defences. Thow 
didst look ; the king with his princes. The house 
of the forest; “the house ‘of the forest of Leba- 
non,” built by Solomon, 1 Kings, 7:2, and used as 
an armory. 1 Kings, 10:17, 

9. Seen also; examined for the purpose of re- 
pairing. Gathered together the waters ; to cut 
them off from the enemy. 2 Chron. 32:3,4. The 
lower pool ; lying in the valley of Hinnom, south- 
west of Zion. 
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11. A ditch ; rather, “a reservoir.” This was 
to shut off the water from the enemy. The old 
pool; the upper pool of Gihon, lying west of the 
city, towards the head of the valley of Hinnom. 
The maker thereof—him that fashioned it; 
that is, God, who of old ordained this calamity. 
Chap. 37 : 26. 

12. Baldness; the shaving of the hair as a sign 
of grief. 

13. Let us eat and drink—to-morrow we shall 
die; the words of the besieged, hardening them- 
selves in carnal mirth against the approaching 


calamity. 

14. 5 eee from you ; expiated and forgiven. 

15. Shebna; chap. 36:3; 2 Kings, 18: 18, 37. 
In these passages Eliakim appears as already 

““ over the house.” Hence this prophecy appears to 
have been uttered before Sennacherib’s invasion. 
Over the house; over the king’s household. 

16. What hast thou—whom hast thou? what 
right, what man of thy kindred? The prophet re- 
minds Shebna that he has no right to a sepulchre 
at Jerusalem, and that his vanity shall be punished 
by disgrace and exile. The ancients expen ed large 
sums upon their sepulchres, which were generally 
hewn out of rocks. 

18. The shame of thy lord’s house ; or, “ thou 
shame of thy lord’s house.” 


| 

















Calling of Eliakim. 


hen 20 9] And it shall come to pass 


in that day, that I will call my *servant 
Eliakim the son of Hilkiah: - 

» 21 And I will clothe him with thy robe, 
and strengthen him with thy girdle, and 
[ will commit thy government into his 
hand: and he shall be a father to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the 
house of Judah. 

' 22 And the key of the house of 
David will I lay upon his » shoulder; 
so he shall ‘open, and none shall 
shut: and he shall shut, and none shall 
open. 

23 And I will fasten him as a ‘nail in 
a sure place; and he shall be for a glo- 
rious throne to his father’s house. 

24 And they shall hang upon him all 
the glory of his father’s house, the off- 
spring and the issue, all vessels of small 
quantity, from the vessels of cups, even 
to all the *vessels of flagons. 

25 In that day, saith the Lorn of hosts, 
shall the nail that is fastened in the sure 
place be removed, and be cut down, and 
fall; and the burden that was upon it 
shall be cut off: for the Lorp hath spo- 
ken zt. 


ISAIAH XXIII. 





Overthrow of Tyre. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 


1 The miserable overthrow of Tyre. 17 Their unhappy 
return, 


i eer burden of* Tyre. Howl, ye ships 
of Tarshish ; for it is laid waste, so 
that there is no house, no entering in: 
from the land of ‘Chittim it is revealed 
to them. 

2 Be fstill, ye inhabitants of the isle; 
thou whom the merchants of Zidon, that 
pass over the sea, have replenished. 

3 And by great waters the seed of Sihor, 
the harvest of the river, zs her revenue ; 
and she is a mart of nations. 

4 Be thou ashamed, O Zidon: for the 
sea hath spoken, even the strength of the 
sea, saying, I travail not, nor bring forth 
children, neither do I nourish up young 
men, nor bring up virgins. 

5 As at the Sreport concerning Egypt, 
so shall they be sorely pained at the 
report of Tyre. 

6 Pass ye over to Tarshish: howl, ye 
inhabitants of the isle. 

7 Is this your joyous city, whose an- 


tiquity zs of ancient days? her own 


feet shall carry her tafar off to so- 
journ. 





a 2 Kings, 18:18. b chap. 9:6, ¢ Job 12:14; Rev. 3:7. 
@ Ezra9:8. * Or, instruments of viols. e¢ Jer. 25:22; 47:4; 


Ezek, 26-28; Amos 1:9, 10; Zech. 9:2-4. f ver. 12; Jer. 2:10, 
t Heb. silent. g chap. 19:16. $ Heb. from afar off. 





21. Thy robe; the robe of office. 

22. Key; here used as a symbol of authority. 
Shall open—none shall shut ; shall have uncon- 
trolled power. 

23. Masten him—tin a sure place ; firmly fix 
him in his station. A glorious throne; a seat 
where all the members of his father’s family may 
find honorable repose. 

24. They shail hang upon him, he shall sup- 
al them, as a nail or pin supports the vessel 

ung upon it. The offspring and the issue; 
the noble and the base of his family, who are com- 


pared, in the remainder of the verse, to vessels of | 


different sorts and sizes. 
25. The nail that is fastened; that is, Sheb- 
na, who is now as a nail fastened. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1, Special religious privileges lay men under cor- 
pdapbalting obligations to holiness, and the abuse 
of them will be punished with exemplary se- 
verity. 

4, Good men bitterly grieve over the calamities 
which befall God’s people. 

11. All outward means should be used in hum- 
ble dependence upon God. When forgetting him, 
we give to these our chief confidence, we dishonor 
his almigh wer and supremacy, and he will 
make us feel that vain is the help of man. 

12-14. When God’s judgments, instead of bring- 
ing men to repentance, become the occasion of their 
hardening themselves in sin, they are reprobate, 


- and their destruction is at hand. 


16-19. All ostentation is offensive to God, but 
that which respects the resting-place of our ashes 
is in a peculiar degree foolish and wicked. They 
who indulge themselves in such vanit pon’ expect 
an iznominious instead of an honorable end. 
~ 20-23. God will, in his own time and way, ad- 
vance his humble and faithful servants to places of 














trust and honor, so far as he shall see it to be for 
their own welfare and that of his people. 

24. When a righteous man is prospered and hon- 
ored he becomes a stay and support, not only to the 
good generally, but in a special sense to those of his 
own household. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 


1. Tyre; the capital city of Phenicia, and a 
celebrated emporium of trade. It lay on a rocky 
island about half a mile from the coast of the Med- 
iterranean. Tarshish; a celebrated commercial 
city and region, generally supposed to have been 
situated in the south of Spain, north-west of the 
straits of Gibraltar. It was a colony of Phenicia. 
The land of Chittim; Cyprus; but “the land of 
Chittim” seems to have been used as an indefi- 
nite expression for the islands and coasts of the 
Mediterranean lying west of Palestine. Jt 7s re- 
vealed to them; the desolation of Tyre, reveal- 
ed to the ships of Tarshish on their homeward 
voyage. 

2. Still; dumb from amazement and grief. 
The isle ; according to some, Tyre itself; accord- 
ing to others, the western coast of the Mediterra- 
nean with its islands, which had been enriched by 
the trade of Tyre. 

3. The seed of Sthor, the harvest of the 
river ; “Sihor” and “the river” are both names 
for the Nile; and the “seed” and “harvest” are 
the produce of Egypt, occasioned by its fertilizing 
waters. 

4. The sea—the strength of the sea; the 
strong-hold of Tyre lying in the sea. J travail 
not, nor—bring up virgins; she represents her- 
self as childless, that is, desolate. 

5. Concerning Egypt ; when God overthrew 
Egypt before Israel. 

. Pass ye over ; in flight from the enemy. 

855 


Tyre punished, 


8 Who hath taken this counsel against 
Tyre, the crowning city, whose merchants 
are princes, whose traflickers are the hon- 
orable of the earth ? 

9 The Lorp of hosts hath purposed it, to 
stain*the pride of all glory,and to “bring into 
contempt all the honorable of the earth. 

10 Pass through thy land as a river, O 
daughter of Tarshish: there is no more 
strength. 

11 He stretched out his hand over the 
sea, he shook the kingdoms: the Lorp 
hath given a commandment ‘against! the 
merchant city, to destroy the |strong- 
holds thereof. 

12 And he said, Thou shalt "no more 
rejoice, O thou oppressed virgin, daugh- 
ter of Zidon: arise, pass over -to © Chit- 
tim; there also shalt thou have no rest. 

13 Behold the land of the Chaldeans ; 
this people was not, tll the Assyrian 
founded it for ¢them that dwell in the 
wilderness : they set up the towers there- 
of, they raised up the palaces thereof; 
and he brought it to ruin. 

14 Howl, ye ships of Tarshish: for 
your strength is laid waste. 

15 And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that Tyre shall be forgotten seventy 
years, according to the days of one king: 
after the end of seventy years *shall 
Tyre sing as a harlot. 
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and restored. 


16 Take a harp, go about the *0"i% 
city, thou harlot that hast been forgotten; 
make sweet melody, sing many songs, 
that thou mayest be remembered. 

17 | And it shall come to pass after 
the end of seventy years, that the Lorp 
will visit Tyre, and she shall turn to her 
hire, and ®shall commit fornication with 
all the kingdoms of the world upon the 
face of the earth. 

18 And her merchandise and her hire 
shall be ‘holiness to the Lorp: it shall 
not be treasured nor laid up; for her 
merchandise shall be for them that dwell 
before the Lorp, to eat sufficiently, and 
for t durable clothing. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 


1 The doleful judgments of God upon the land. 13 A 
remnant shall joyfully praise him. 16 God in his 
judgments shall advance his kingdom. 


EHOLD, the Lorp maketh the earth 

empty, and maketh it waste, and 
turneth ¢ it upside down, and scaitereth 
abroad the inhabitants thereof. 

2 And it shall be, as with the people, 
so £with the ‘priest; as "with the ser- 
vant, so with his master; as with the 
maid, so with her mistress; as with the 
buyer, so with the seller; as with the 
lender, so with the borrower; as with 
‘the taker of usury, so with the giver of 
/usury to him. 














~* Heb. pollute. a 1 Cor, 1:28, 29. { Heb. girdle. + Or, con- 
cerning a merchantman. Heb. Canaan. || Heb. strengths. 
b Rev. 18:22. ¢ ver.l. 4d Psa.72:9. * Heb. tt shall be unto 





8. The crowning city ; the city that dispensed 
crowns to the rulers of her colonies. 

10. As a river; freely, without constraint. 
Strength ; literally, “girdle,” that is, band of 
authority, by which Uaralath was kept in subjection 
to Tyre. 

11. He; Jehovah. . 

12. Arise, pass over to Chittim ; in flight from 
the enemy. See note, ver. 1. 

13. This people; the Chaldeans, here named 
as the nation which God employed to destroy Tyre. 
Founded it; the Chaldean land. For them that 
dwell in the wilderness ; the Assyrians seem to 
have planted a colony of rude mountaineers in the 


plain of Babylon, who afterwards made themselves | 


masters of the whole region and founded the Chal- 
dean empire. Set up the towers—raised up the 
palaces thereof ; some refer these words to abs 
lon, others to Tyre. The latter render the clause 
thus: “they,” the Chaldeans, “have set up their” 
besieging “towers;” “they have made naked: her 
palaces.” He brought it; the Chaldeans brought 
Tyre. t 
ae According to the days of one king ; the 
days of his natural life, Psa. 90:10; here taken as 
a measure of the duration of the Babylonian king- 
dom till its overthrow by Cyrus. faa Jer. 
25:11,12. Shall Tyre sing asa harlot ; because 
she is restored to her former prosperity. The com- 
merce of Tyre with the nations is represented in 
this and the following verses under the figure of 
harlotry. 
18. Holiness to the Lord ; the Lord will make 
her gains subservient to the welfare of his own 
856 


f Zech. 14:20,21. f Heb 


| Tyre as the song of. e Rev. 17:2. 
g Hosea 4:9. @ Or, 


| old. + Heb. perverteth the face thereof. 
| prince; Gen, 41:45. bh Eph. 6:8, 9. 





people. Laid up; without use, as a hoarded 


treasure. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

8. When God intrusts to men princely wealth, 
he requires them to use it in his fear and to his- 
glory. If they make it the minister of luxury and 
ostentation, he will either take it from them, as he 
did from the merchants of Tyre, or in other ways 
make it a curse to them instead of a blessing. 

9. The tendency of long-continued success is to 
nourish the spirit of pride and self-sufficiency. Thus 
the prosperity of cities and nations is often the oc- 
casion of lifting them up to their destruction. 

13. God has often raised a feeble and despised 
people to power and dominion, and made it the 
minister of his vengeance upon wicked nations. 

18. The wealth of all nations is the Lord’s; and 
he will, in one way or another, make it subser- 
vient to the advancement of his kingdom among 


men. 
CHAPTER XXIV. 


This chapter is intimately connected with the 
three following. Though it relates to God's cove- 
nant people, (verse 5,) its application should not 
be restricted to the literal Israel. In the desola- 
tions which God brought upon his chosen people 
for their sins, it had only its incipient fulfilment. 
It covers all the judgments by which he purifies 
his church from sin, and thus prepares the way for 
her future enlargement and peace, as foretold in 
the succeeding chapters. 

1. The earth; or the land, here the land of 
Palestine, as the residence of God’s covenant peo- 
ple. Compare ver. 5. 

















God’s judgments 
pc7a. 3 The land shall be utterly emp- 
tied, and utterly spoiled: for the Lorp 
hath spoken this word. 

4 The earth mourneth and fadeth away, 
the world languisheth and fadeth away, 
the *haughty people of the earth do lan- 
guish. 

5 The earth also is defiled under the 
inhabitants thereof; because *they have 
transgressed the laws, changed the ordi- 
nance, broken the everlasting covenant. 

6 Therefore "hath the curse devoured 
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the earth, and they that dwell therein are | 


desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the. 
earth are “burned, and few men left. | 

7 The ‘new wine mourneth, the vine lan- | 
guisheth, all the merry-hearted do sigh. | 

8 The *mirth of tabrets ceaseth, the 
noise of them that rejoice endeth, the joy | 
of the harp ceaseth. 

9 They shall not drink wine with a 
song ; strong drink shall be bitter to them. 
that drink it. 

10 The city of confusion is broken 
down: every house is shut up, that no 
man may come in. 

11 There is a crying for wine in the 
streets ; all joy is darkened, the mirth of 
the land is gone. 

12 In the ‘city is left desolation, and 
the £ gate is smitten with destruction. 

13 4] When thus it shall be in the midst 
of the land among the people, there shall be. 
as the ’shaking of an olive-tree,and as the 
gleaning grapes when the vintage is done. | 

14 They ‘shall lift up their voice, they. 
shall sing for the majesty of the Lorp, 
they shall cry aloud from the sea. 


upon the land. 


the tfires, even the name of the Lorp God 
of Israel in the ‘isles of the sea. 

16 §] From the uttermost part of the 
earth have we heard songs, even glory to 
the righteous. But I said,’ My leanness, 
my leanness, woe unto me! the treach- 
erous dealers have dealt 'treacherously ; 
yea, the treacherous dealers have dealt 
very treacherously. 

17 Fear, ™and the pit, and the snare, are 
upon thee, O inhabitant of the earth. 

18 And it shall come to pass, that he 
who fleeth from the noise of the fear 
shall fall into the pit; and he that com- 
eth up out of the midst of the pit shall 
be taken in the snare: for the "windows 
from on high are open, and the ° founda- 
tions of the earth do shake. 

19 The Pearth is utterly broken down, 
the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is 
moved exceedingly. 

20 The earth shall 4reel to and fro like 
a drunkard, and shall be ‘removed like 
a cottage ; and the transgression thereof 
shall be theavy upon it; and it shall 
fall, and not rise again. 

21 And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that the Lorp shall ! punish the host 
of the high ones’ that are on high, and the 
kingst of the earth upon the earth. 

22 And they shall be gathered together, 
as* prisoners are gathered in the t pit, 
and shall be shut up in the prison, and 
after many days shall they be : visited. 

23 Then the "moon shall be confound- 
ed, and the sun ashamed, when the Lorp 
of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and 
in Jerusalem, and ‘before his ancients 





15 Wherefore ; glorify ye the Lorp in! gloriously. 
* Heb. height of the. Gen. 3:17; Num. 35:33, b Mal. 4:6. Prac 44. 0 Gen.7: 11, © Psa, 18:7. _p Jer.4:23, 4 chap. 
¢ 2 Peter,3:10. d chap. 16:8,9; Joell: 10,12, ¢ Jer. 7:34; | 10:4. r Rev.21:1. 8 Zech. 6:5-8. || Heb. visit upon. t Psa. 


Hosea 2:11; Rev. 18:22. f Lam.1:1, 
6:13; 17:5,6; Micah 2:12, 
t Or, valleys, k Zeph. 2:11. 
tome; or, My secret to me. 


g§ Lam, 2:9. h chap. 
i Zeph. 2:14,15. j 1 Peter, 3:15. 

¢ Heb.wing. Heb. Leanness 
I chap. 48:8; Jer. 5:11. m Jer, 


9. Changed the ordinance ; violated the ordi- 
nance of God. The everlasting covenant ; the 
covenant made with Abraham and his seed for ever. 
Gen. 17:7. 

10. The city of confusion; or, “of empti- 
ness ;” that is, Jerusalem, so called because she is | 
to be made desolate. 

ll. Crying for wine ; on account of the failure 
of wine. The failure of wine represents a general 
famine. 

13. As the shaking of an olive-tree —the 
ironing §rapes; that is, a small remnant. 

ompare chap. 17: 5, 6. 

14. They ; this remnant that is left, after God’s 
judgments. 

15. The fires ; or, “ the sunrisings,” that is, the 
east, as opposed to “the isles of the sea,” in the 
west. The remnant of God’s people are called 
pat to praise him from the different ni po of 

eir hele, because the mighty judgments describ- 
ed in this chapter are preparing the way for their 
redemption. 

16. We heard songs; the ee 
somed remnant. My Sédinneds ; the 











of the ran- 
words of Je-' 





t Or, dungeon. 
Or, there shall be glory 


76: 12. 
t Or, found wanting. 
before his ancients. 


* Heb. with the gathering of prisoners. 
u Ezek. 32:7. 





rusalem, contrasting her desolate condition with 
this “ glory to the righteous.” Then follows a new 
picture of her desolateness, with new threatenings 
of God’s judgments. 

18. The windows from on high; as at the 
deluge, to pour down (rod’s wrath. 

20. Removed ; literally “ shaken,’ made to 
swing to and fro. 

21. The host of the high ones—kings of the 
earth ; all the host of heaven in a figurative sense : 
wicked powers, that abuse the authority which God 
has intrusted to them for the good of his church. 

22. Visited; having been for “many days” 
humbled on account of their sins, they shall be 
again visited in mercy. This promise is fulfilled, 
not to them personally, but to their successors in 
office. The honor and authority conferred upon 
Ezra, Nehemiah, Zerubbabel, and others, after the 
captivity, were only an earnest of its complete 
accomplishment in Christ, and those whom he ap- 

ints to administer the affairs of his kingdom in 

isname. Compare chap. 60:17. 

23. Confounded — ashamed; their splendor 

shall be lost in the glory of God on mount Zion. 
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God praised for 


CHAPTER XXV. 


1 The prophet praiseth God for his judgments, 6 for his 
saving benefits, 9 and for his victorious salvation. 


LORD, thou art my God; I will *ex- 
alt thee, I will praise thy name; for 
thou hast done wonderful things ; thy 
counsels of old are faithfulness and truth. 
2 For thou hast made of a city a heap ; 
of a defenced city a “ruin: a palace of 
strangers to be no city; it shall never 
be built. 

3 Therefore shall the strong people glo- 
rify 4 thee, the city of the terrible nations 
shall fear thee. 

4 For thou hast been a strength to the 
poor, a strength to the needy in his dis- 
tress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow 
from the heat, when the blast of the ter- 

‘rible ones is as a storm against the wall. 
5 Thou shalt bring down the noise of 
strangers, as the heat in a dry place; 
even the heat with the shadow of a cloud: 
the branch of the terrible ones shall be 
brought low. 

6 And in this *mountain shall the 
Lorp of hosts make unto all people a 
feast’ of fat things, a feast of wines on 
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his saving judgments. 


the lees, of fat things full of mar- 43%" 
row, of wines on the lees well refined. 

7 And he will *destroy in this mountain 
the face of the covering feast over all people, 
and the veil "that is spread over all nations. 

8 He williswallow up death in victory ; 
and the Lord Gop will wipe /away tears 
from off all faces; and the rebuke of his 
people shall he take ‘away from off all 
the earth: for the Lorp hath spoken it. 

9 | And it shall be said in that day, 
Lo, this is our God; we have waited ' for 
him, and he will save us: this zs the 
Lorp; we have waited for him, we will 
be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

10 For in this mountain shall the hand 
of the Lorp rest, and Moab shall be 
trodden? down under him, even as straw 
is §trodden down for the dunghill. 

11 And he shall spread forth his hands 
in the midst of them, as he that swim- 
meth spreadeth forth his hands to swim: 
and he shall bring down their pride to- 
gether with the spoils of their hands, 

12 And the fortress of the high fort of 
thy walls shali he bring down, lay low, 
and bring to the ground, even to the dust. 








a Psa. 46:10. 
e chap. 2: 2, 3. 
up. +} Heb. covered. 


b Num. 23:19. ¢ Jer. 51:37. 
f Mat. 22:2, etc. g Cant. 6:1. 

h 2 Cor. 3: 16, 18. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-12. God has many times brought upon his 
people for their sins such desolations as seemed to 
threaten their utter destruction. But these have 
all been overruled for the purification and enlarge- 
ment of the true Zion. Thus she has been from 
age to age steadily advancing, through fiery trials, 
towards that permanent peace and prosperity which 
awaits her in the latter-day glory. 

13-15. The terrible judgments which consume 
hypocrites and sinners in Zion, bring salvation to 
“the Israel of God.” 

18. How vain are all the efforts of wicked men 
to escape God’s righteous judgments. When they 
flee from one calamity, he can easily plunge them 
into another and a deeper; and if they persist in 
impenitence, they must fall at last into the bottom- 
less pit, whence they shall not rise again for ever. 

21, 22. When men persist in abusing the power 
which God has intrusted to them for the good of 
his church, he will take from them their authority 
and give it to others. So he dealt with the Jew- 
ish rulers at the Babylonian captivity, and at our 
Lord’s advent; and so he will continue to deal in 
all ages. 


@: Rev.-11e: 13. 
* Heb. swallow 
i Hosea 13: 14; 1 Cor. 





CHAPTER XXV. 

1. I will exalt thee ; eat in the name 
of the true Israel, praises God for the glorious 
issue of his judgments recorded in the preceding 
chapter. ee 

2. A city; Babylon, in the primary application 
of the words. This city represents here, as often 
elsewhere, every great persecuting power. Stran- 
gers ; foreigners and heathen. ‘ 

3. Therefore; in view of thy judgments on 
Babylon. City of the terrible nations ; a me- 
tropolis, like Nineveh, Babylon, or Rome, that rules 
over terrible nations. 

4, A shadow from the heat; in the burning 
desert, where such a shadow is rarely found. 
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15:54. j Rev.21:4. k Mal.3:17,18. 1 Titus2:13. $ Heb. 


threshed. Or, threshed in Madmenah. 





Chap. 4:6; 32:2. The blast of the terrible 
ones; an invasion of fierce enemies, compared to 
@ violent storm. 

5. Bring down; make quiet. The noise of 
strangers ; their battle-shout. The dranch; the 
power of the enemy compared, as in chap. 10: 33, 
to a stately bough; but we may better render, 
“the song.” 


6-8. This mountain; Zion, which here repre- . 


sents the church of Christ. Wa2es on the lees ; 
wines that have been left to stand on their lees 
have a richer flavor. Face of the covering; the 
veil of ignorance with its attendant sin and wretch- 
edness. Jn victory; literally, “for ever.” Re- 
buke of his people; to which his people have 
been subject. The swallowing up of death is its 
abolition in the widest sense. The prophet’s vision 
extends not only into, but beyond the era of millen- 
nial glory. He has a view of the final issue of 
Christ’s redemption in this world and in eternity. 

10. The hand of the Lord; his omnipotent 
power. Moab; named as a prominent enemy of 
God's people in the prophet’s day, representing 
every hostile power. 

11. He shall spread forth his hands in the 
midst of them; Jehovah, to execute vengeance 
upon his enemies. 
ly and on all sides. Spoz/s ; or, “ plots.” 

12. Thy walls ; Moab’s walls. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. All God’s counsels towards his covenant peo- 
ple are “faithfulness and truth.” It is only the 
narrowness of our vision that prevents our discern- 
ing his loving-kindness in the discipline to which 
he subjects his church, as well as in the deliverance 
and enlargement which he from time to time vouch- 
safes to her. 

2. The efforts of mighty principalities and powers 
to destroy God’s kingdom, end in their own utter 
and final overthrow. 


Sao © 


As he that swimmeth ; wide- 


 tedad 








Soa 


A song, inciting to 
tan. CHAPTER XXVI. 


1 A song, inciting to confidence in God, 5 for his judg- 
ments, 12 and for his favor to his people. 20 An ex- 
hortation to wait on God. : 

N that day shall this song be sung in 

the land of Judah; We have a *strong 
city; salvation will God appoint for 
walls® and bulwarks. 

2 Open *ye the gates, that the right- 
eous nation which keepeth the *truth 
may enter in. 

3 Thou wilt keep him int perfect? peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee: because 
he trusteth in thee. 

4 Trust * ye in the Lorn for fever: for 
in the Lorp JEHOVAH is Severlasting 
strength. 

5 § For he bringeth down them that 
dwell on high; the lofty city, he layeth 
it low; he layeth it low, even to the 
ground ; he bringeth it even to the dust. 
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6 The foot shall tread it down, even 
the feet of the poor, and the steps of the. 
needy. | 

7 The * way of the just is ‘uprightness: 
thou, most upright, dost weigh the path 
of the just. 

8 Yea, in the way of /thy judgments, 
O Lorp, have we waited for thee; the 
desire* of our soul is to thy name, and. 
to the remembrance of thee. | 

9 With my soul have I desired thee in 
the 'night; yea, with my spirit within. 


confidence in God. 


me will I seek thee early: for when ™thy 
judgments are in the earth, the inhabi- 
tants of the world will learn righteous- 
ness. 

10 Let" favor be showed to the wicked, 
yet will he not learn righteousness: in 
the °land of uprightness will he deal 
unjustly, and will not behold the P maj- 
esty of the Lorp. 

11 Lorp, when thy hand is lifted up, 
they 4will not see: but they ‘shall see, 
and be ashamed for their envy lat the 
people; yea, the ‘fire of thine enemies 
shall devour them. ; 

12 {| Lorp, thou wilt ordain t peace for 
us: for thou also hast wrought all our 
works *in us. 

13 O Lorp our God, other "lords besides 


thee have had dominion over us; but by 


thee’ only will we make mention of thy 
name. 

14 They are dead, they shall not live; 
they are deceased, they shall not rise: 
therefore hast thou visited and destroyed 
them, and made all their memory to 
perish. 

15 Thou hast increased the nation, O 
Lorp, thou hast increased the nation; 
thou art glorified: thou hadst removed 
it far unto all the ends of the earth. 

16 Lorn, in “trouble have they visited 
thee; they poured out a tprayer when 
thy chastening was upon them. 





@ Psa. 31:21. b chap. 60:18. ¢ Psa. 118:19. * Heb. truths. | 
f Heb. peace, peace. d Phil. 4:7. $ Or, thought, or imagination. | 
@ Psa. 62:8, f Psa.125:1. Q Heb. the rock of ages. g Mal. 4:3. | 
bEph.2:10. i Psa.37:23. j chap. 64:4,5. k Psa. 63: 1-6. 


n Eccl. 8:11; Rev.2:21. o Eccl. 
3:16. pchap.2:10. qJer.5:3. r Rev.1:7. || Or, toward thy. 
s Dan. 3:22, 25. t ver.3. * Or, for. wu 2Chron. 28:5,6; Rom. 
6:16-18. v Psa. 71:15, 16. w Hosea 5:15. + Heb. secret speech. 


1 Cant. 3:1. m Pasa, 58: 10% 





3. God will inflict upon the persecutors of his| 
people such terrible judgments as shall compel all 
nations to fear him and acknowledge his almighty 
power. Ex. 9:16; Rey. 11: 13. 

4. In all times of distress God is a sure refuge | 
to his people. Under the shadow of his protection | 
they can pass unharmed through the burning desert 
of affliction and persecution. 

6. The power of the gospel to bless men passes 


CHAPTER XXVI. 

1. In that day ; in the day referred to at the 
close of the preceding chapter. A strong city ; 
Zion, in contrast with the fortress of the enemy 
that has been destroyed. 

2. The gutes ; of this strong city. 

8. In the way of thy judgments ; God's judg- 
ments are here, as in the following verse, the judg- 
ments by which he destroys his enemies and saves 


all human comprehension. It fills the soul that his own people. To wait for him in the way of 
receives it with light and peace and joy ; it makes | these judgments, is to wait in earnest expectation 
every nation that obeys it prosperous and happy;) and prayer for their manifestation, since thus the 
it will one day unite all the families of the earth | “inhabitants of the world will learn righteous- 


. understandings are able to conceive of; and this 


in harmony and blessedness. 

7. The covenant made with Abraham was from | 
the beginning designed to bless all nations; and 
this design Christ will gloriously accomplish. He 
will make the light of his peat shine from mount 
Zion into every land, till the earth is filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea. Chap. 11:9. 

8. In the coming millennial age, a more glorious 
order of society awaits the world than our darkened 


will be but an earnest of the perfect redemption of 
heaven, where God will in the fullest sense of the 
words, swallow up death for ever, and wipe away 
tears from off all faces. 

10. The day is coming when the persecutors of 
God’s church, who ,were once so terrible to her, 
shall be known and remembered only by the record 





of the judgments which have destroyed them. 


ness.” 

9. Have I desired thee; desired thee to mani- 
fest thyself in thy judgments. 

ll. The fire of thine enemies ; the fire with 
which thou consumest thine enemies. 

12. In ws; rather, as the margin, “for us;” 
thou hast helped us, and given us success in all 
our works. the prophet teaches that salvation is 
from God’s hand. 

13. Other lords; the heathen rulers, with the 
additional idea, that they have also worshipped 
their false gods. By thee only ; by calling upon 
thee alone. Make mention; in the way of divine 
worship. 

14. They are dead ; the “ other lords.” Ver. 13. 

15. The nation; Israel. Thou hadst re- 
moved—the ends of the earth; many prefer to - 
render, “thou hast removed far off all the bounds 
of the land,” that is, enlarged it on every side. 

859 


God’s care over 


17 Like as a woman with child, that 
draweth near the time of her deliv- 
ery, is in pain, and crieth out in her 
pangs; so have we been in thy sight, O 
Lorp. 

18 We have been with child, we have 
been in pain, we have as it were brought 
forth wind; we have not wrought any 
deliverance in the earth; neither have 
the inhabitants of the world fallen. 

19 Thy dead men shall live, together 
with my dead body shall they arise. 
Awake and sing, *ye that dwell in dust: 
for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and 
the earth shall cast out the dead. 

20 | Come, my people, enter thou into 
thy chambers, and shut thy doors about 
thee: hide thyself as it were for a little 
moment, until the indignation be over- 
past. 

21 For behold, the Lorp "cometh out 
of his place to punish the inhabitants of 
the earth for their iniquity: the earth 
also shall disclose her *blood, and shall 
no more cover her slain. 








c Psa. 74:14. 
e Psa. 121: 4, 5. 


a Dan. 12:2. 
} Or, crossing like a bar. 


b Jude 14,15.  * Heb. bloods. 
d Luke 20: 9, etc. 


ISAIAH XXVII. 


his vineyard. 
CHAPTER XXVIII. “0's 


1 The care of God over his vineyard. 7 His chastise- 
ments differ from judgments. 12 The church of Jews 
and Gentiles. 


N that day the Lorp with his sore and 
great and strong sword shall punish 

leviathan® the tpiercing serpent, even 
leviathan that crooked serpent; and he 
shall slay the dragon that zs in the sea. 

2 In that day sing ye unto her, A 4 vine- 
yard of red wine. 

3 Lethe Lorp do keep it; I will water 
it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will 
keep it night and day. 


4 Fury is not in me: who would set | 


the briers and thorns against me in bat- 
tle? I -would?go through them, I would 
burn them together. 

5 Or let him take hold of ‘my strength, 
that he may make peace with me; and 
he shall make peace with me. 

6 He shall cause them that come of 
Jacob to take "root: Israel shall blossom 
and bud, and 'fill the face of the world 
with fruit. 





¢ Or, march against. { chap, 45:24. g Job 22:21. bh Psa. 


92:13-15; Hosea 14:5, 6. i Rom, 11:12. 





18. Brought forth wind—not wrought any 
deliverance ; God’s people confess the vanity of 
all their endeavors to save themselves. Inhabi- 
tants of the world ; the gentile nations that have 
oppressed us. 

19. Thy dead; the dead of God’s people. The 
life-giving power of Jehovah is now set in strong 
contrast with the impotence of man. Together 
with my dead body shall they arise; or “my 
dead bodies shall arise,” God’s people being the 
speaker. Thy dew; the dew, that is, the quick- 
ening power that descends upon God’s people. Is 
as the dew of herbs ; has, like the dew falling on 
herbs, a life-giving power. 

Some understand this verse of a spiritual resur- 
rection. Compare Ezek. 37: 1-14; others, of the 
resurrection of the body, and this seemg to have 
been the interpretation of the ancient Jews. We 
may reasonably believe that the Spirit of prophecy 
intended to give here an intimation of this great 
doctrine, which contains in itself the pledge of all 
needful previous help and deliverance. 

20,21. Come, my people—the Lord cometh 
out of his place; the prophet intimates that a 
season of affliction must first be passed through, 
while God is executing his judgments upon the 
earth. From these he exhorts the people of God 
to hide themselves in their chambers, by a submis- 
sive and patient waiting upon him in faith and 
obedience. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


1. The same almighty power of God which over- 
throws the enemies of Zion, is to her an impreg- 
nable bulwark of defence. 

3. True faith in God brings assurance and peace 
to the soul in all circumstances of prosperity or 
adversity. 

6. The poor and needy who put their trust in 
God shall eventually triumph over their persecutors, 
plea mighty the power which they array against 
them. 

10, 11. So incorrigible is the human heart, that 
God often sees it needful to employ many and sore 
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judgments, with the power of his Spirit, to bring 
it to consideration and repentance. 

12-15. If God’s people cleave to him in faith 
and patience, he will in due time destroy their foes, 
and make even their memory to perish from among 
men. 

16. It is a most blessed fruit of God’s chastening 
hand, that it makes his children more frequent and 
earnest in their visits to his mercy-seat, and thus 
brings them into nearer communion with him. 

18. God sometimes leaves his people for a season 
to the spirit of self-reliance, that they may learn 
how vain are all efforts to obtain deliverance with- 
out his presence and power. 

19. As Christ triumphed over death and hell in 
his own resurrection, and will at the last day make 
all his people triumphant over both, he must be 
able to grant them all needed help and deliverance 
in their present conflict with the powers of dark- 


ness. 

20. When God’s church makes herself a par- 
taker with the wicked in their sins, she must also 
share the judgments which God sends upon them. 
But all who hide themselves in the chamber of obe- 
dient and submissive faith, are safe in times of 
calamity. 


CHAPTER XXVII. 


1. Leviathan ; in the primary application of 
the prophecy, Babylon, under the similitude of a 
sea-dragon. But Babylon stands here as the repre- 
sentative of all great persecuting powers. 

2. Unto her; unto Zion. 

4. Fury is not in me; my anger towards 
Zion is over. Compare chap. 54:8. Who would 
set ; or, “ who will set :” in these words God chal- 
lenges his and Zion’s foes to the combat. 

5. Or let him take hold of my strength ; 
that is, if the enemy, represented under the simili- 
tude of briars and thorns, would escape my ven- 
geance, let him take hold of my strength. To 
take hold of God’s strength, is to submit our- 
selves to his almighty power in faith and obedi- 
ence. : 


ogihiegay 


pt 


or 


© 


phage 





bee a 

3 
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x Nastisements ISAIAH XXVIII. : and mercies. 


AM. 7-4 Hath he smitten him, *as he 
smote those that smote him? or is he 
slain according to the slaughter of them 
that are slain by him? 

8 In measure, when fit shooteth forth, 
thou wilt debate with it: the stayeth 
his* rough wind in the day of the east 
wind. 

9 By this, therefore, shall the iniquity 
of Jacob be "purged ; and this zs all the 
fruit to take away his sin; when he mak- 
eth all the stones of the altar as chalk- 
stones that are beaten in sunder, the 
groves and Simages shall not stand up. 

10 Yet the defenced city shall be deso- 
late, and the habitation forsaken, and left 
like a wilderness: there shall the calf 
feed, and there shall he lie down, and 
consume the branches thereof. 

11 When the boughs thereof are with- 
ered, they shall be broken off: the women 
come, and set them on fire; ‘for it is a 
people of no understanding: therefore 
he that made them will not have mercy 





* Heb. according to the stroke of. + Or, thow sendest it forth. 
t Or, when he remoweth it, a chap. 57:16. b Heb. 12:6. 


| 


| consideration of God’s discreet providence. 
| a 


rious beauty zs a fading flower, which 


12 4 And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that the Lorp shall beat off from the 
channel of the river unto the stream of 
Egypt, and ‘ye shall be gathered one by 
one, O ye children of Israel. 

13 And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that the great *trumpet shall be 
blown, and they shall come which were 
ready to perish in the land of Assyria, 
and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, 
and shall worship the Lorp in the holy 
mount at Jerusalem. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 


1 The prophet threateneth Ephraim for their pride and 
drunkenness. 5 The residue shall be advanced in 
the kingdom of Christ. He rebuketh their error. 9 
Their untowardness to learn, 14 and their security. 
16 Christ the sure foundation is promised. 18 Their 
security shall be tried. 23 They are incited to the 





OE to the crown of pride, to the 
drunkards of Ephraim, whose glo- 


are on the head of the fat valleys of them 
that are !overcome with wine! 


Hosea 4:6. 4 John 6:37. 





7. Hath he smitten him—smote him; hath 
God smitten Israel as he smote those that smote 
Israel. Is he slain; is Israel slain. Them that 
are slain by him; literally, “ his slain,” which 
seems to mean those whom God has slain in Israel’s 
behalf. 

8. In measure; in moderation. When tt 
shooteth forth; or, as the margin, “ when thou 
sendest it,” thy wrath, “forth.” Debate with it; 
rebuke it as it were; check it, lest it should be too 
severe. Stayeth; moderateth. Many prefer to 
render this verse thus: ‘“ In measure when he send- 
eth her,” Zion, “away, will he contend with her: 
he taketh her away with his hard wind in the day 
of his east wind.” 

9. By this; by the chastisements described in 
the preceding verse. Maketh all the stones— 
beaten in sunder ; demolishes the idolatrous altar 
of Jacob. ‘“ Chalk-stones,’ or “stones of lime,” 
are stones of quicklime, which easily crumble. 
Groves ; rather, images of Ashtoreth. Images ; 
the original word properly denotes images of Baal. 

10. Yet; in the original, “for.” The defenced 
city ; Jerusalem. The prophet continues his ac- 
count of God’s purifying sodutaaies upon his peo- 
ple. The branches thereof; of Judah, repre- 
sented under the similitude of a tree. There is 
here a blending of the literal with the figurative. 

11. Set them on fire ; burn them for fuel. 

12. Beat off; beat off olive-berries; that is, 
glean, as it were, his people, by gathering them 
one by one from their dispersion. The river ; the 
Euphrates. 

13. The great trumpet shall be blown; to 
call together God’s people from their dispersion. 
How far this prophecy shall be literally fulfilled to 
“Israel after the flesh,” cannot be known before- 
hand. But it covers a promise to the spiritual 
{srael of complete deliverance and salvation. 

INSTRUCTIONS. ’ 

1. All principalities and powers that oppose 


themselves to God’s kingdom are contending against 


lense and their end must be utter destruc- 
| tion. 
| 3. Since God is himself the founder of the church. 
and has promised to her his presence and_protec- 
tion to the end of the world, his honor and faithful- 
ness are pledged to guard her from all injury. 
| ©. The alternative which God presents alike to 
individuals and to nations, is, that they make their 
peace with him, or be destroyed by his judgments. 
7-11. God’s incorrigible enemies shall have judg- 
ment without mercy to their destruction; but his 
covenant people he chastises in measure, for their 
purification and future enlargement. 
| 12, 13. The final result of God's judgments in 
|this world shall be the establishment of Christ's 
kingdom over all the earth, and the deliverance of 
his people from violence and oppression of every 
kind. But this will be only preparatory to a higher 
|triumph “at the resurrection of the just,” when 
Christ “shall send his angels with a great sound 
of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven 
to the other,’ to worship the Lord in the new 
Jerusalem for ever. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 


1. To the drunkards of Ephraim; rather, 
“of the drunkards of Ephraim ;” and so in verse 
3. Which are on the head; for “ are,’ which is 
supplied by the translators, we may better put “is,” 
making the clause refer to the “ glorious beauty,” 
and not to “the drunkards of Ephraim.” Compare 
ver. 4. ‘The crown of pride” and the “ glorious 
beauty ” of “the drunkards of Ephraim,” is Sama- 
ria, the capital of the kingdom of Israel. This 
city was “on the head of the fat valleys” of these 
drunkards, as it’ lay on the summit of a hill sur- 
rounded by fertile valleys. 

2. A mighty and strong one; a mighty con- 
queror whom he will send against Samaria. With 
the hand; with a violent hand. 2 Kings, 18; 10, 
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Ephraim threatened. ISAIAH 


and a destroying storm, as a flood of 
mighty waters overflowing, shall cast 
down to the earth with the hand. 

3 The crown of pride, the drunkards of 
Ephraim, shall be trodden *under feet: 

4 And the glorious beauty, which is on 
the head of the fat valley, *shall be a 
fading flower, and as the hasty fruit be- 
fore the summer; which when he that 
looketh upon it seeth, while it is yet in 
his hand he teateth it up. 

5 ¥ In that day shall the Lorn of hosts 
be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem 
of beauty, unto the residue of his people, 

6 And for a spirit of judgment to him 
that sitteth in judgment, and for strength 
to them that turn the battle to the gate. 

7 4 But they also have erred through 
wine, and through strong drink are out 
of the way; the ‘priest and the prophet 
have erred through strong drink, they are 
swallowed up of wine, they are out of 
the way through strong drink; they err 
in vision, they stumble 7m judgment. 

8 For all tables are full of vomit and 
filthiness, so that there is no place clean. 

9 { Whom @shall he teach knowledge? 
and whom shall he make to understand 
doctrine ?# them that are weaned from the 
milk, and drawn from the breasts. 

10 For precept ‘must be upon precept, 
precept upon precept; line upon line, 
line upon line; here a little, and there a 
little : 

11 For with !!stammering lips and an- 
other tongue * will he speak to this people. 

12 To whom he said, This zs the rest 
wherewith ye may cause the weary to 
rest; and this zs the refreshing: yet they 
would not hear. 


XXVIII. - 


13 But the word of the Lorp was *3™°212 
unto them precept upon precept, precept 
upon precept; line upon line, line upon 
line; here a little, and there a little ; that 
they’ might go, and fall backward, and 
be broken, and snared, and taken. 

14 Y Wherefore hear the word of the 
Lorp, ye scornful men, that rule this 
people which zs in Jerusalem. 

15 Because ye have said, We have 
made a covenant with death, and with 
hell are we at agreement; when the 
overflowing scourge shall pass through, 
it shall not come unto us: for we have 
made lies our refuge, and under false- 
hood have we hid ourselves: 

16 & Therefore thus saith the Lord 
Gop, Behold, I lay in Zion for a founda- 
tion a »stone, a tried stone, a precious 
corner-stone, a sure foundation: ‘he that 
believeth shall not make haste. 

17 Judgment also will I lay to the line, 
and righteousness to the plummet: and 
the hail shall sweep away the refuge of 
lies, and the waters shall overflow the 
hiding-place. 

18 4 And your covenant with death 
shall be disannulled, and your agreement 
with hell shall not stand; when the over- 
flowing scourge shall pass through, then 
ye shall be ft trodden jdown by it. 

19 From the time that it goeth forth it 
shall take you: for morning by morning 
shall it pass over, by day and by night: 
and it shall be a vexation only +to under- 
stand the report. . 

20 For the bed is shorter than that a 
man can stretch himself on zt: and the 
covering narrower than that he can wrap 
himself in zt. | 


The sure foundation. 





* Heb. with. a Psa. 73:19, 20. + Heb. swalloweth. » Hosea 
4:11, e¢ chap. 56:10-12, 4 Jer.6:10, 4 Heb. the hearing. 
4 Or, hath been. || Heb. stammerings of. * Or, he hath spoken. 
e Hosea6:5; 8:12. € Mat.13:14. g Eccl.8:8 h Psa. 118: 22; 





4. Hasty fruit; the early figs, which were es- 
teemed a great delicacy. 

5. Unto the residue of his people ; while 
Ephraim’s “crown of pride” is destroyed, God will 
be himself “a crown of glory,” and “a diadem of 
beauty” to the remnant of his people in Jeru- 
salem. ; 

6. To the gate; back to the gate of the enemy. 

7. But they also; the people of Judah, as well 
as of Ephraim. 

9,10. Whom shall he teach—there a little ; 
it is generally agreed that these are the scofling 
words of the Jews, complaining that the prophet 
multiplies his precepts to them as if they were 
babes. 

11. With stammering lips; this is God’s an- 
swer to the scoffers. Since they stammer, that is, 
scoff at the prophet’s message, God will teach them 
by stammering lips, that is, by giving them eee 
the power of stammering foreigners. In the He- 
brew, to stammer, to scoff, and to speak in a foreign 
tongue, are all expressed by the same verb. Com- 
pare chap. 33:19. 
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Mat. 21:42; Acts 4:11; Rom. 9:33; Eph. 2:20. i Rom. 10:11. 
+ Heb. a treading down to it. j Mal, 4:3. $ Or, when he shall 
make you to understand doctrine. 





12. This is the rest ; faith in God and obedi- : 


ence to his law. 

13. The word of the Lord was unto them; 
God has indeed multiplied his precepts to them as 
to children, but with no other result than their 
increased wickedness and more aggravated ruin. 
Compare chap. 6: 9, 10; 8:14, 15. 

15. Covenant with death—with hell—at 
agreement ; the covenant is, that death and hell 
shall not injure them. This they say not in word, 
but in spirit and action. They are confident that 
their lying devices will save them. 

16. A sure foundation ; the Messiah, who is 
here contrasted with the vain refuges of these scof- 
fers. Make haste ; flee in terror, as the wicked 
must from their refuges of lies. 2 Pet. 2:6. 

17. Judgment—to the line—righteousness to 
the plummet ; proceed with exact justice, not 
sparing the guilty. et 

19. From the time that it goeth forth ; or, 
“as often as it,” the scourge, “ passeth over.” 

20. The bed—the covering ; their lying devices, 
to which they trusted for deliverance. 
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God’s providence. 


Bev 21 For the Lorp shall rise up 


as* in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth 
as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may 
do his work, his “strange work; and bring 
to pass his act, his strange act. 

22 Now therefore be ye not mockers, 
lest your bands be made strong: for I 
have heard from the Lord Gop of hosts 
a ‘consumption, even determined upon 
the whole earth. 

23 4] Give ye ear, and hear my voice; 
hearken, and hear my speech. 

24 Doth the ploughman plough all day 
to sow? doth he open and break the clods 
of his ground? 

25 When he hath made plain the face 
thereof, doth he not cast abroad the fitch- 
es, and scatter the cummin, and cast in 
the* principal wheat and the appointed 
barley and the frye in their # place ? 

26 For! his God doth instruct him to 
discretion, and doth teach him. 

27 For the fitches are not threshed with 
a threshing instrument, neither is a cart- 
wheel turned about upon the cummin; 
but the fitches are beaten out with a staff, 
and the cummin with a rod. 

a 2 Sam. 5: 20. b Josh. 10:10, etc.; 1 Chron. 14:16. ¢ Lam, 
- 8:33. d°Dan. 9:27. * Or, the wheat in the principal place, and 


the barley in the appointed place. ft Or, spelt. Heb. border. 
% Or, And he bindeth it in such sort as his God doth teach him. 








21. Mount Perazim; see 2 Sam. 5:20; 1 
Chron. 14:12. The valley of Gibeon ; the refer- 
ence is either to Josh. 10: 12, or to 1 Chron. 14: 16. 
Strange ; unheard of, extraordinary. What the 
“strange work ” is, the following verse explains. 

22. The whole earth; the whole pen of Ju- 
dea. : 
* land.” 


24-28. Doth the ploughman plough—bruise | 


it with his horsemen; the husbandman does not 
always plough, he also sows; his different seeds 
he arranges each in the right place; in threshing 
he pursues different modes according to the nature 
of the grain: much more then must God, who 

ives to the husbandman all his skill, adapt his 

ealings with men to their different characters and 
circumstances, as the case may demand. The in- 
ference from this is, that the righteous will be 
finally saved, and the incorrigibly wicked in due 
time destroyed. 

29. This also; this wisdom of the husbandman. 
How much deeper, then, must be the wisdom of 
God himself. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1, 3, 7. Crimes and abuses of every kind follow 
in the train of drunkenness. When the rulers of a 
= are addicted to this sin, they will pervert 
truth and righteousness, and bring upon themselves 
and their country the just judgments of God. 

15. In nothing does the desperate wickedness of 
men more clearly manifest itself than in the delu- 
sions which they practise upon themselves in re- 
ah to escaping the punishment of their sins. 

very transgressor has some “refuge of lies” in 
iiteh be hopes to be saved, though he neglects the 
tod way of salvation which God has provided for 


16-20. Jesus Christ is the one foundation which 
God has laid in Zion for sinners. ey who build 
upon him their hopes for eternity, shall never be 


ISAIAH XXIX. 


The original word means both “ earth” and 


Jerusalem threatened. 


28 Bread-corn is bruised; because he 
will not ever be threshing it, nor break 
it with the wheel of his cart, nor bruise 
it with his horsemen. 

29 This also cometh forth from the 
Lorp of hosts, which is *wonderful in 
counsel, and excellent in working. 


CHAPTER XXIx 


1 God’s heavy judgment upon Jerusalem. 7 ‘he un- 
satiableness of her enemies. 9 The senselessness, 
13 and deep hypocrisy of the Jews. 18 A promise of 
sanctification to the godly. 


| OE! to Ariel, to Ariel, *the feity 
| where David dwelt! add ye year to 
year; let them f kill sacrifices. 
| 2 Yet I will distress Ariel, and there 
shall be heaviness and sorrow: and it 
‘shall be unto me as Ariel. 
_ 3 And I will camp against thee round 
about, and will lay &siege against thee 
with a mount, and I will raise forts 
'against thee. 
4 And thou shalt be ® brought down, 
and shalt speak out of the ground, and 
thy speech shall be low out of the dust, 
and thy voice shall be as of one that 
hath a familiar spirit, out of the ground, 
© Pan; 97 <5; Jer, 32219 Rom, 11; 


is, the lion of God. * Or, of the city. 
off the heads. 5 2 Kings, 25:1, ete. 














AT n Or, OA ried; that 
Sam. 5:9. Heb. cut 
h Lam. ):9, 


33 
f 


put to shame; but the hail and tempest of the last 
, day shall sweep away every hiding-place of man’s 
invention. 
22. They who scoff at God's judgments will soon 
find themselves entangled in them, with no power 
either to escape or endure them. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 

This chapter contains prophecies of heavy judg- 
ments upon Jerusalem, mingled with promises of 
final sanctification and deliverance. These are 
arranged in two series, the first terminating with 

verse 8. Its immediate occasion seems to have 
been the invasion of Sennacherib; but it looks be- 
yond that event to the general course and final 
issue of God’s dealings with his covenant people. 
| Hence both our Saviour and the apostle Paul apply 
its words to their own times. 

1. Ariel; a symbolical name for Jerusalem. 
According to some, “ the lion of God,” as denoting 
the invincible might with which God endowed her 

_so long as she continued faithful to him; according 
to others, “the altar of God,” as in Ezek. 43: 15, 
| (compare the marginal reading,) with a double 
allusion to the altar of burnt-offering and the con- 
suming fire of God’s wrath. The latter view is to be 
| . 
preferred. Add ye year to year; go on with your 
round of formal services. Ver. 13. Let them kill 
sacrifices ; or, “let the feasts go their round.” 

2. It shall be unto me as Ariel; an altar on 
which I will consume the wicked. 

4. Brought down—whisper out of the dust ; 
the allusion seems to be to the necromancers, who 
claimed that their call to the spirits of the dead was 
answered out of the ground in a low whispering 
tone. This was probably the voice of the necro- 
mancers themselves, through the art of ventrilo- 
quism. The prophet means, that Jerusalem shall 
_be greatly humbled, and shall whisper in the tones 
of weakness and fear. 
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Hypocrisy and 


and thy speech shall *whisper out of the 
dust. 

5 Moreover the multitude of thy stran- 
gers shall be like small dust, and the 
multitude of the terrible ones shall be as 
chaff® that passeth away: yea, it shall 
be at an Pinstant suddenly. 

6 Thou ‘shalt be visited of the Lorp 
of hosts with thunder, and with earth- 
quake, and great noise, with storm and 
tempest, and the flame of devouring fire. 

7 And the multitude of all the nations 
that fight against Ariel, even all that 
fight against her and her munition, and 
that distress her, shall be as a*dream of 
a night vision. . 

8 It shall even be as when a hungry 
man dreameth, and behold, he eateth ; 
but he awaketh, and his soul is empty: 
or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and 
behold, he drinketh; but he awaketh, 
and behold, he is faint, and his soul hath 
appetite: so shall the multitude of all the 
nations be, that fight against mount Zion. 

9 4 Stay yourselves, and wonder; tery 
ye out, and ery: they are ‘drunken, but, 
not with wine; they stagger, but not, 
with strong drink. | 

10 For &the Lorp hath poured. out upon 
you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath 
closed your eyes: the prophets and your 
rulers,? the "seers hath he covered. 

11 And the vision of all is become unto 
you as the words of a ‘book that is 
sealed,! which men deliver to one that is 
learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: 
and he saith, | cannot; for it zs sealed: 

12 And the book is delivered to him 
that is not learned, saying, Read this, I 
pray thee: and he saith, [am not learned. 








ISAIAH XXIX. 


folly of the Jews 


13 Y Wherefore the Lord said, *,%33 
Forasmuch as this people draw near me 
with their’ mouth, and with their lips do 
honor me, but have removed their heart 
far from me, and their fear toward me is 
taught by the precept of *men: 

14 Therefore, behold, I will |! proceed 
to do a !marvellous work among this 
people, even a marvellous work and a 
wonder: for ™the wisdom of their wise 
men shall perish, and the understanding 


of their prudent men shall be hid. 


15 Woe unto them that seek deep to 
hide" their counsel from the Lorn, and 
their works are in the dark, and they say, 
Who? seeth us? and who knoweth us? 

16 Surely your turning of things upside 
down shall be esteemed as the potter’s 
clay: for shall the work say of him that 
made it, He made me not? or shall the 
thing framed say of him that framed it, 
He had no understanding ? 

17 jf Js it not yet a very little while, and 
Lebanon shall be 4turned into a fruitful 
field, and the fruitful field shall be es- 
teemed as a forest? 

18 And Tin that day shall the deaf 
hear the words of the book, and the eyes 
of the blind shall see out of obscurity, 
and out of darkness. 

19 The *meek also shall * increase their 
joy in the Lorn, and the tpoor among 
men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Is- 
rael. 

20 For the terrible one is brought to 
naught," and the scorner is consumed, 
and all that Y watch for iniquity are cut 
off: 

21 That make a man an offender for a 
word, and “lay a snare for him that re- 





* Heb. peep, or chirp. a Job 21:18, b 1 Thes.5:3. ¢ chap. | 
30:30. d@chap. 41:11, 12. e chap. 37:36. + Or, take your pleas- | 
ure, and riot. f chap. 51:21. g Rom. 11:8 4 Heb. heads; | 
chap.1:5., h 1 Sam. 9:9. Or, letter. i Dan. 12:4-9; Rev. 
5:1-9. j Ezek. 33:31; Mat. 14:6-9. k Col. 2:22. || Heb. add. 





5-8. These verses describe the sudden dispersion 
of the enemy and the disappointment of their hopes. 
Thy strangers ; the foreign armies arrayed against 
thee. Like small dust—as chaff ; suddenty scat- 
tered. Visited of the Lord of hosts; the visitation 
is for Jerusalem’s deliverance. As a dream of a 
night vision; the hopes of Zion’s enemies shal] 
vanish like the dreams of the hungry and thirsty. 

9. Stay yourselves ; stand fixed in amazement 
at the calamities which shall soon come upon you. 
The prophet returns to his denunciations upon the 
people of Jerusalem. Cry ye out, and cry; 
from terror and anguish. Or, according to many, 
“take your pleasure and be blind.” But not 
with wine; it is a spiritual drunkenness. 

10. Hath he covered ; blinded. 

11,12. The vision of all ; all the revelations of 
God through his prophets. Is sealed—I am not 
learned ; that is, none, whether learned or unlearn. 
ed, can understand and interpret God’s messages. 

13. Fear toward me ; worship ofme. Taught 
by the precept of man; regulated by human 





authority. Compare Mat. 15: 7-9; Mark 7:6, 7. 
864 


1] Hab. 1:5. m Jer. 49:7; Obad.8; 1 Cor 1:19. © Psa. 139:7, 
etc.; chap. 30:1. © Psa. 94:7. p chap. 45:9; Rom. 9:20. 
q chap, 32:15; Mat. 19:30. r chap. 35:5; Luke 7:22. s chap. 
6l:1. * Heb. add. t James2:5. wu chap, 51:13; Rev. 12:10. 
v Psa. 64:6; Jer. 20:10. w Amos 5:10, 12. 





14. A marvellous work—shall be hid ; mar- 
vellous judgments, such as shall make the wisdom 
of man of no avail. 

15. Seek deep to hide their counsel; seek to 
hide their counsel as it were in deep recesses, 
thinking that God does not see them. These are 
the men who make lies their refuge, and falsehood 
their hiding-place. Chap. 28:19. 

16. Surely your turning —shall the work 
say ; or, “your perverseness! Shall the potter be 
esteemed as clay, that the work should say.” 

17. Lebanon shall be turned—esteemed as a 
forest; that is, the high shall be abased and the 
lowly exalted, as explained in the verses following. 
Mat. 20: 16. 

18. Eyes of the blind shall see ; compare Mat. 
4:16; John 9: 39, 

20. Watch for iniguity; for the opportunity 
of doing wrong. 

21. Make a man an offender for a word ; 
or, “condemn a man,” that is, a righteous maa, 
“ina cause.” Turn aside the just; deprive him 
of justice. 
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‘wickedness, and bring upon men God’s displeasure 


Confidence in 


i aay” proveth in the gate, and turn aside 
the just for a thing of naught. 

22 Therefore thus saith the * Lorn, who 
redeemed Abraham, concerning the house 
of Jacob, Jacob shall *not now be ashamed, 
neither shall his face now wax pale. 

23 But when he seeth his children, the 
work’ of my hands, in the midst of him, 
they shall sanctify my name, and sanc- 
tify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall 
fear the God of Israel. 

24 They? also that erred in spirit shall 
come* to understanding, and they that 
murmured shall learn doctrine. 


CHAPTER XXX. 


1 The prophet threateneth the people for their confi- 

dence in Egypt, 8 and contempt of God’s word. 18 

od’s mercies towards his church. 27 God’s wrath, 
and the people’s joy, in the destruction of Assyria. 


OE®* to the rebellious children, saith 

the Lorn, that take counsel, but 
not of me; and that cover with a cov- 
ering, but not of my Spirit, that they 
may £add sin to sin: 


ISAIAH XXX. 





2 That "walk to go down into Egypt, and | 
have not asked at my mouth; to strength- | 
en themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, 
and to trust in the shadow of Egypt! | 

3 Therefore shall the strength of Pha- 
raoh be your shame, and the trust in the 
shadow of Egypt your confusion. 

4 For his princes were at Zoan, and his | 
ambassadors came to Hanes. 

5 They were all ‘ashamed of a people 

® Josh. 24:3. > chap.54:4,_ ¢ chap. 60:21; Eph.2:10. 4 1| 


Cor. 6:11. * Heb. know understanding. e Deut. 24:19, 20. | 
f chap. 29:15. g Rom.2:5. bh chap. 31:1. iJer. 2:36. j Jer. | 














Egypt reproved, 


that could not profit them, nor be a help 
nor profit, but a shame, and also a re- 
proach. 

6 The burden of the beasts of the south. 
Into the land of trouble and anguish, 
from whence come the young and old 
lion, the viper and fiery flying serpent, 
they will carry their riches upon the 
shoulders of young asses, and their treas- 
ures upon the bunches of camels, to a 
people that shall not profit them. 

7 For’ the Egyptians shall help in vain, 
and to no purpose: therefore have I cried 
concerning?t this, * Their strength is to 
sit still. 

8 4] Now go, write it before them in a 
table, and note it in a book, that it may be 
for the + time to come for ever and ever: 

9 That this 7s a rebellious people, ly- 
ing children, children that will not hear 
the law of the Lorn: 

10 Which “say to the seers, See not ; 
and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto 
us right things, speak unto us "smooth 
things, prophesy deceits: 

11 Get you out of the way, turn aside 
out of the path, cause the Holy One of 
Israel to cease from before us. 

12 Wherefore thus saith the Holy One 
of Israel, Because ye despise this word, 
and °trust in ‘oppression and perverse- 
ness, and stay thereon ; 

13 Therefore this iniquity shall be to 
you as a Pbreach ready to fall, swelling 





37:7. f Or,toher. k ver.15. $ Heb. latter day. } Deut. 
ones 8 Jer ls ls AMOS 2281237 1d NICH oe Oy bles oD: L 
Kings, 22:13. o Psa. 62:10. @ Or, fraud. p Psa. 62:3. 





22-24. Jacob; the “Israel of God.” They | 
shall sanctify ; Jacob and his children; that is, | 
the church and her spiritual offspring. | 

INSTRUCTIONS. | 

1-8. God controls the movements of all nations. 
for the good of his church. He can with equal ease | 
subject her to their power, for her chastisement and 

urification, or make her victorious over them, for 
er enlargement and the glory of his own name. 

9-12. When the teachers and rulers of the church 
are blind, the people will be sunk in vice and igno- 
rance. Mat. 15: 14. 

13. God alone has the right to prescribe the way 
in which he is to be worshipped. All systems of 
religion that rest on human authority and tradition 
are empty and formal; they lead to hypocrisy and 


instead of his favor. 

14. Human wisdom is alike impotent to deliver 

men from God’s judgments in this world, and to 
Na for them a way of justification and eternal 
ife. 
16. Since God is the author of human reason, 
his wisdom cannot be arraigned at its bar, any 
more than the potter can be called to an account 
by the clay which he fashions. 

17-24. The desolating judgments of God work 
together with his word and Spirit for the enlarge- 
ment and peace of Zion. Amid the overthrow of 
empires without her borders, and the destruction 
of hypocrites within, the kingdom of Christ is stead- 





ily advancing towards universal dominion. 


CHAPTER XXX. 
In this and the following chapter the prophet 





‘rebukes the Jews for resorting to Egypt, rather 


than to the living God, for help against the Assyr- 
ians. The occasion was the invasion of Sennech- 
erib; but here, as in the preceding chapter, he 
looks far beyond that event to the final issue of 
God’s dealings with his covenant people. 

1. Cover with a covering ; protect themselves 
against their foes. Some render, “ make a league.” 

4. His princes—ambassadors ; Judah's princes 
and ambassadors. Zoan ; in lower Egypt. Hanes ; 
in middle Egypt. 

). They were all ashamed; Judah's ambas- 
sadors. 

6. The burden of the beasts of the south ; 
“the beasts of the south” are the beasts which 
carry the treasures of Judah into the south, that is, 
into Egypt, for the purpose of securing the alliance 
and help of the Egyptians. In the word “ burden” 
there is a double allusion, first, to the load of treas- 
ures, secondly, to the threatened wrath of God upon 
the undertaking. The land of trouble — fiery 
Jlying serpent ; a description of the southern des- 
ert, through which the road to Egypt lies. 

7. Their strength is to sit still; their boasted 
help ends in their doing nothing. 

11. Cause the Holy One of Israel to cease ; 
let us hear no more concerning him. 

13. This iniquity ; the iniquity described in 
the preceding verses, the root of which is an unbe- 
lieving spirit. Shall be to you as a breach—in a 
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God’s mercies 


out in a high wall, whose breaking com- 
eth suddenly at an instant. 
14 And he shall * break it as the break- 


ISAIAH XXX. 


behind thee, saying, * This is the *,% 5% . 





to his church. 


way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the 
right hand, and when ye turn to the left. 


ing of the *potters’ vessel that is broken| 22 Ye shall defile also the covering of 
in pieces; he shall not spare: so that thy! gravenimages of silver, and the orna- 


there shall not be found in the bursting 
of it a sherd to take fire from the hearth, 
or to take water withal out of the pit. 

15 For thus saith the Lord Gop, the 
Holy One of Israel; In returning and 
rest’ shall ye be saved; in quietness 
and in confidence shall be your strength: 
and ye would not. 

16 But ye said, No; for we will flee 
upon horses; therefore shall ye flee: and, 
We will ride upon the swift; therefore 
shall they that °pursue you be swift. 

17 One ¢thousand shall flee at the re- 
buke of one; at the rebuke of five shall 
ye flee: till ye be left as ta beacon upon 
the top of a mountain, and as an ensign 
on a hill. 

18 4] And therefore will the °* Lorp 
wait, that he may be gracious unto you, 
and therefore will he be exalted, that he 
may have mercy upon you: for the Lorp 
is a God of judgment: ‘blessed are all 
they that wait for him. 

19 For the people shall dwell in Zion 
at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep no more: 
he will be very gracious unto thee at the 
voice of thy cry; "when he shall hear 
it, he will answer thee. 

20 And though ‘the Lord give you the 
bread of adversity, and the water of 
affliction,? yet shall not thy teachers be 
removed! into a corner any more, ‘but 
thine eyes ‘shall see thy teachers: 

21 And thine ears shall hear a word 


ment of thy molten images of gold: thou 
shalt !!cast them away as a menstruous 
cloth; thou shalt say unto it, Get thee 
hence:! 

23 Then shall he give the rain of thy 
seed, that thou shalt sow the ground 
withal; and bread of the increase of 
the earth, and it shall be fat and plente- 
ous: in that day shall thy cattle feed in 
large pastures. 

24 The oxen likewise and the young 
asses that ear the ground shall eat *clean 
provender, which hath been winnowed 
with the shovel and with the fan. 

25 And there shall be upon every high 
mountain, and upon every thigh hill, riv- 
ers and streams of waters in the day of the 
great slaughter, when the towers fall. 

26 Moreover the ™light of the moon 
shall be as the light of the sun, and the 
light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as 
the light of seven days, in the day that 
the Lorp bindeth up the breach of his 
people, and healeth the stroke of their 
wound. 

27 Y Behold, the name of the Lorp 
cometh from far, burning with his anger, 
and the tburden thereof is Sheavy: his 
lips are full of indignation, and his tongue 
as a devouring "fire: 

28 And his breath, as an overflowing 
stream, shall reach ‘to the midst of the 
neck, to °sift the nations with the sieve 
of vanity: and there shall be a? bridle in 








a Psa. 2:9; Jer.19:11. * Heb. bottle of potters. » ver. 7. 
c 2Kings, 25:5. d Deut, 32:30. + Or, a tree bereft of branches, 
or boughs ; or,a mast. e Hosea5:15, f Psa. 34:8. g chap, 65:9, 
4. bh Jer. 29:12-14. i Psa. 80:5. f$ Or, oppression. j Psa.74:9; 


Amos 8:11, 12. k Psa. 32:8. Heb. the graven images of th 

silver. || Heb. scatter. 1 Hosea 14:8. * Or, savory; Heb. leavened. 
t Heb. lifted up. m chap. 60:19, 20. + Or, grievousness of flame. 
@ Heb. heaviness. n Zeph. 3:8. o Luke 22:31, p chap. 37:29. 











high wall ; this sin shall make Judah like a fall- 
ing wall, which swells out gradually more and 
more, and at last falls suddenly. The “breach” 
here is the broken part of the wall. 

14. He shall break it; God shall break the 
wall, which represents the Jewish state. A sherd; 
a broken piece of the vessel. To take fire—to 
take water; large enough for these purposes. 

15. Returning and rest ; returning to God and 
resting in his promises. 


16. We will flee; will escape from the enemy. 


Shall ye flee ; fly before the enemy. 

17. A beacon—ensign ; standing solitary and 
desolate. 

18. Therefore ; because in God is salvation, verse 
15, and in man’s help is only disappointment and 
ruin, verse 1-7. Wait, that he may be gracious— 
be exalted, that he may have mercy ; God’s long- 
suffering, and the manifestation of his greatness, 
both have for their end to bring men, through re- 
pentance, to the enjoyment of his forgiving love. 
Judgment; righteousness and faithfulness. 

19. Lhe people ; the pious remnant. The proph- 
et, after his usual manner, turns from threatenings 
to promises. 





21. A word behind thee; the voice of God fol- 
lowing them in their wanderings from duty. 

22. Covering—ornament ; the overlaying of 
silver or gold, which is mentioned as the most val- 
uable part of the idol. They defile them by cast- 
ing them away with abhorrence as unclean things. 

24. Ear; plough. Clean; or, as the margin, 
“savory.” The abundance and good quality of the 


provender are an emblem of the universal plenty. 


that prevails. 

25. Rivers and streams; filling them with 
verdure and fruitfulness. Iv the day of the great 
slaughter ; here, as elsewhere, this golden age.of 
the church is represented as ‘introduced by the 
slaughter of God’s foes. Towers; of the enemy. 

26. As the light of the sun—sevenfold ; this 
is the era of millennial glory, perhaps also with a 
reference to the perfect blessedness of heaven. Com- 
pare chap. 60 : 19-22. 

28 His breath ; his anger, which is: compared 
to an overflowing stream. Reach to the midst 
of the neck; a proverbial expression for imminent 
danger. Chap. 8:8. The sieve of vanity; the 
sieve of perdition. A dridle—causing them to 
err; the bridle is the delusions which lead them 
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>» from God. 


Joy in the judgments 


A S°' the jaws of the people, causing 


~ them to err. 


29 Ye shall have a song, as *in the 
night when a holy solemnity is kept; and 
gladness of heart, as when one goeth 


with a pipe to come into the mountain of 


the Lorn, to the * Mighty One of Israel. 

30 And the Lorp shall cause f his glo- 
rious voice to be heard, and shall show 
the lighting down of his arm, with the 
indignation of his anger, and with the 
flame of a devouring fire, with scattering, 
and tempest, and hailstones. 

31 For through the voice of the Lorp 
shall the Assyrian be beaten down, which 
smote with a rod. 

32 And tin every place where the 
grounded staff shall pass, which the 
Lorp shall lay upon him, 7 shall be 
with tabrets and harps: and in battles 
of shaking will he fight | with it. 

33 For® Tophetzs ordained *of old; yea, 
for the king it is prepared ; he hath made 
it deep and large: the pile thereof zs fire 
and much wood; the breath of the Lorn, 
like a stream of “brimstone, doth kindle it. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 


1 The prophet showeth the cursed folly in trusting to 
Egypt, and forsaking of God. 6 He exhorteth to 
conversion. 8 He showeth the fall of Assyria. 


OE to them that go down to Egypt 
Y for help; and stay on horses, and 
a Psa, 42:3, 4. : Heb. Rock.’ + Heb. the glory of his voice. 


Heb. every passing of the rod founded. Heb. cause to rest. 
Or, against them, b Jer.7:31. * Heb. from yesterday. ¢ Rev. 








ISAIAH XXXI. 


of God on Assyria. | 


trust in chariots, because they are many ; 
and in horsemen, because they are very 
strong; but ‘they look not unto the Holy 
One of Israel, neither seek the Lorn! 

2 Yet he also is wise, and will bring 
evil, and will not feall back his words ; 
but will arise against the house of the 
evil-doers, and against the help of them 
that work iniquity. 

3 Now the Egyptians are men, and not 
God; and their horses flesh, and not spirit. 
When theLorp shall stretch out his hand, 
both he that helpeth shall fall, and he 
that is holpen shall fall down, and they 
all shall fail together. 

4 For thus hath the Lorp spoken unto 
me, Like as the *lion and the young lion 
roaring on his prey, when a multitude 
of shepherds is called forth against him, 
he will not be afraid of their voice, nor 
abase himself for the # noise of them: so 
shall the Lorp of hosts come down to 
fight for mount Zion, and for the hill 
thereof. 

5 As birds flying, so will the Lorp of 
hosts ‘defend Jerusalem; defending also 
he will deliver it ; and passing over he 
will preserve 7. 

6 {| Turn &ye unto him from whom the 
children of Israel have "deeply revolted. 

7 For in that day every man shall cast 
away his idols of silver, and $his idols 
14:9,10. d Hosea7:7. f Heb. remove. 


multitude. f Psa.46:5. g Jer. 3:12. 
the idols of his gold. 





e Hosea 11:10. 


OT, 
h Hosea®:9. Q Heb. 





astray, here represented as a judgment proceeding 
Compare 2 Thess. 2: 11. 

29. Ye shall have a song ; God's people, when 
he thus destroys their foes. Into the mountain of 
the Lord; tacelebrate there the yearly festivals. 

31. The Assyrian; Sennacherib. See intro- 
ductory note to this chapter. 


32. The grounded staff; the ordained rod.’ 


With tabrets 
Battles 
ight with 


Shall pass ; upon the Assyrian. 
and harps ; on the part of God’s people. 
of shaking}? tumultuous battles. He 
tt; God, against Assyria. 

33. Tophet ; the funeral pile for God’s enemies, 
in allusion to Tophet, where the idolatrous Jews 
offered their children as burnt-sacrifices to Moloch. 
2 Kings, 23:10. For the king; for Jehovah. 
Under this terrible image is represented the final 
vengeance of God upon his foes, of which their 
temporal destruction is but the beginning. Com- 
pare Mat. 5: 22; Mark 9: 43-48. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-7. “An evil heart of unbelief in departing 
from the living God,” is the great sin of the human 
race. This has in all ages led nations and families, 
as well as individuals, to seek help in trouble from 
man rather than from God, and always to their 


disappointment and ruin. 
eld 


Wicked men desire to hear not what is 
true, but what will flatter them in their sins. 
Thus they reject the only way of salvation, and 
bring upon themselves irremediable ruin. 

15. They who, in times of trouble and danger, 
honor God with the full confidence of their souls, 
shall receive from him inward peace and comfort, 





and also outward deliverance, so far as their high- 
est welfare requires it. 

16. When men refuse to give God their confi- 
dence, he makes their devices for obtaining deliv- 
erance the means of their destruction. 

20. The most prosperous days of God's people 
have often been those of great temporal suffering. 
It is far better to have spiritual life and health 
with outward affliction, than worldly prosperity 
with spiritual darkness and deadness. 

21. They who faithfully attend to the monitions 
of (sod’s word and providence, will not fall into 
dangerous error. 

22,23. Repentance, and fruits worthy of repent- 
ance, bring a return of (rod’s favor. 

26. The universal prevalence of the gospel among 
men, will fill the world with such light and gladness 
as we are unable to conceive of, and all this will be 
but a foretaste of the eternal blessedness of heaven. 

27-32. The same divine judgments which destroy 
the wicked, bring gladness and salvation to the 
righteous. 

32. The terrible effects of God's wrath in this 
world are a solemn foreshadowing of its power in 
that prison of despair “where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched.” 


CHAPTER XXXI. 


4. So shall the Lord of hosts come down ; 
having declared the vanity of all reliance on human 
aid, God now promises to defend Jerusalem by his 
own almighty power. 

5. As birds flying ; hovering over and protect- 
ing their young in the nest. Deut. 32:11. 

867 


The blessings of 


of gold, which your own hands have 
made unto you for a sin. 

8 Then shall the Assyrian *fall with 
the sword, not of a mighty man; and 
the sword, not of a mean man, shall de- 
vour him: but he shall flee *from the 
sword, and his young men shall be f dis- 
comfited. 

9 And the shall pass over to his §strong- 
hold for fear, and his princes shall be 
afraid of the ensign, saith the Lorp, 
whose fire zs in Zion, and his furnace in 
Jerusalem. 


CHAPIER XXXII. 


1 The blessings of Christ’s kingdom. 9 Desolation is 
foreshown. 15 Restoration is promised to succeed. 


EHOLD,a king shall reign in ’ right- 
eousness, and princes shall rule in 
judgment. 

2 And a man shall be as a hiding-place 
from the wind, and a °covert from the 
tempest; as ‘rivers of water in a dry 
place, as the shadow of a | great rock in 
a weary land. 

3 And the eyes of them that see shall 
not be dim, and the ears of them that 
hear shall hearken. 

4 The heart also of the *rash shall un- 
derstand knowledge, and the tongue of 
the stammerers shall be ready to speak 
plainly. 

5 The vile person shall be no more 
ealled liberal, nor the churl said to be 
bountiful. 

6 For the vile person ° will speak vil- 


ISAIAH XXXII. 


Christ’s kingdom. 


lany, and his heart will work ini- 4%": 
quity, to practise hypocrisy, and to utter 
error against the Lorn, to make empty 
the soul of the hungry ; and he will cause 
the drink of the thirsty to fail. 

7 The instruments also of the churl are 
evil: he deviseth wicked devices to de- 
stroy the poor with lying words, even 
when ‘the needy speaketh right. 

8 But the liberal deviseth liberal things ; 
and by liberal things shall he § stand. 

9 4] Rise up, ye women that are at fease; 
hear my voice, ye careless daughters ; 
give ear unto my speech. 

10 Many!!! days and years shall ye be 
troubled, ye careless women: for the 
vintage shall fail, the gathering shall 
not come. 

11 Tremble, ye women that are at ease; 
be troubled, ye careless ones: strip you, 
and make you bare, and gird sackcloth 
upon your loins. 

12 They shall lament for the teats, for 
the pleasant *fields, for the fruitful vine. 

13 Upon the land of my people shall 
come up &thorns and briers; t yea, upon 
all the houses of joy tn the joyous city: 

14 Because the palaces shall be forsak- 
en; the multitude of the city shall be 
left; the +forts and towers shall be for 
dens for ever, a joy of wild asses, a pas- 
ture of flocks ; 

15 Until the ® Spirit be poured upon us 
from on high, and the wilderness be a 
fruitful field, and the ‘fruitful field be 
counted for a forest. 





a chap. 37:36. * Or, for fear of. ¢ Or, tributary ; Heb. for melt- 
ing, or tribute. £ Heb. his rock shall pass away for fear. Or, 
strength. b Psa. 45:6, 7; Jer. 23:5,6; Zech.¥:9; Rom. 5:21. 
ce chap. 4:6. d-chap. 44:3, || Heb. heavy. * Heb. hasty. f Or, 


elegantly. © Jer.13:23. $ Or, he speaketh against the poor in 
judgment. % Or, be established. f Amos6:1._ || Heb. Days above 
ayear. * Heb. fields of desire. g Hoseal0:8. f Or, burning 
upon. fOr, cliffs and watch-towers. b Joel 2:28. a Psa. 107: 33, ete. 





8. Not of a mighty man—not of a mean 
man; by the immediate stroke of God. Chap. 
37:36. From the sword ; before Jehovah’s wrath, 
represented as a destroying sword. 

9. To his strong-hold ; to his own city, Nine- 
veh. The ensign ; Jehovah’s ensign, the symbol 
of his presence. Compare chap. 5:26. Fire— 
furnace ; see note on chap. 29: 1. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

God deals with his covenant people in such a 
manner as to manifest at once the vanity of all 
earthly resources, and his own omnipotent power 
and immutable faithfulness. When he has with- 
drawn their confidence from every arm of flesh, he 
sends them salvation from his own presence. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 


In this and the three following chapters promises 
and threatenings. are mingled together. Mighty 
judgments are coming upon sinners in Zion, and 
upon her enemies without; but amid all these, 
Christ’s kingdom shall advance to its final establish- 
ment over all the earth. Though the immediate oc- 
casion of these prophecies may have been the inva- 
sion of Sennacherib, they cannot be restricted to that 
event. They cover the whole history of the church. 

1. A king; the Messiah. The word applies to 
earthly rulers of the church, such as Hezekiah, only 
so far as they have Christ’s spirit, and exercise 
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their authority under him. Princes; under the 


-king. 


2. A man; the king spoken of in the preceding 
verse. 

3-8. Shall not be dim—shall he stand; the 
general meaning is, that knowledge shall take the 
place of ignorance, and men shall no longer “ call 
evil good and good evil.” Chap. 5:20. The rash— 
the stammerers ; those who are rash and stammer 
in their judgment of spiritual things. The churl; 
a man destitute alike of truth and mercy, as is plain 
from the prophet’s description of him. 

9-12. Rise wp, ye women—the fruitful vine ; 
a threatening against “ the daughters of Zion” sim- 
ilar to that in chap. 3: 16-24. The vintage shall 
fail ; because of the invasion of the enemy. Com- 
pare ver. 13,14. They shalllament for the teats ; 
literally, “for the breasts,” that is, the full breasts 
which have supplied nourishment to their infants. 
Food shall be wanting for mother and offspring. 

13. Thorns and briers; because it is left des- 
olate and untilled. Compare chap. 7: 23. 

14. Forts and towers; literally, ‘“‘Ophel and 
tower ;” that is, Ophel and its tower. Ophel is a 


hridge extending south from the ancient temple area. 


For ever; not absolutely, but through a long pe- 
riod of time, as the next verse shows. 


15. Wilderness—a fruitful field—a forest ; 





see note on chap. 29: 17. 

















The enemies of ISAIAH 


a-M.s1. 16 Then judgment shall dwell 
in the wilderness, and righteousness re- 
main in the fruitful field. 

17 And the work of righteousness shall 
be *peace; and the effect of righteous- 
ness, quietness and assurance for ever. 

18 And my people shall dwell in a 
peaceable” habitation, and in sure dwell- 
ings, and in quiet resting-places ; 

19 When it shall ‘hail, coming down 
on the forest ; and the city shall be *low 
in a low place. 

20 Blessed are ye that sow beside all 
waters,’ that send forth thither the feet 
of the ox and the ass. 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 


1 God’s judgments against the enemies of the church, 
13 The privileges of the godly. 


OE to thee that °spoilest, and thou 

wast not spoiled; and dealest treach- 
erously, and they dealt not treacherously 
with thee! when thou shalt cease to spoil, 
thou’ shalt be spoiled; and when thou 
shalt make an end to deal treacherous- 
ly, they shall deal treacherously with 
thee. 

20 Lorp, be gracious unto us; we. 
have waited for thee: be thou their arm 
every morning, our salvation also in the. 
time of trouble. 








a Psa. 85:10; James3:18. »b Heb. 4:9. ¢ chap.30:30, * Or, | 
vtterly abased. 4 Eccl. 11:1,2. e chap. 21:2; Hab.2:8 f Rev. | 


XXXITII. 


3 At the noise of the tumult the people 
fled; at the lifting up of thyself the na- 
tions were scattered. 

4 And your spoil shall be gathered like 
the gathering of the caterpillar: as the 
running to and fro of locusts shall he run 
upon them. 

5 The Lorp is exalted ; for he dwell- 
eth on high: he hath filled Zion with 
judgment" and righteousness. 

6 And wisdom and knowledge shall be 
the stability of thy times, and strength 
of tsalvation: the ‘fear of the Lorp is 
his treasure. 

7 Behold, their + valiant ones shall ery 
without: the ambassadors of peace shall 
weep bitterly. 

8 The highways lie waste, the wayfar- 
ing man ceaseth: he hath broken the 
covenant, he hath despised the cities, he 
regardeth no man. 

9 The earth mourneth and languish- 
eth: Lebanon is ashamed and ‘hewn 
down: Sharon is hike a wilderness; and 
Bashan and Carmel shake off thezr fruits. 

10 Now will I rise, saith the Lorn; 
now will I be Jexalted; now will I lft 
up myself. 

11 Ye shall conceive chaff, ye shall 
bring forth stubble: your breath, as fire, 
shall devour you. 


13:10. g Psa. 97:9 bh Rom. 3:26. t Heb. salvations. i Prov, 
14:27. $ Or, messengers. 4 Or, withered away. j Psa. 46:10. 


Zion threatened. 








| 
19. Coming down on the forest; or, “in the | 
fall of the forest.” “The forest” represents the | 

ride and strength of the enemy. Compare chap. | 
10: 18, 19, 33, 34. The city; the city of the| 
enemy—Nineveh, Babylon, and all like persecuting | 
powers to the end of time. 

20. Blessed are ye; that is, “my people.” | 
Ver. 18. The quiet and peaceful pursuit of agri- | 
culture is here a symbol for prosperity, temporal 
. and spiritual. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. From the beginning to the end of time, Christ | 
is to his church the source of life and strength and | 
wisdom and holiness. From him alone are her | 
rulers replenished with grace, and enabled to ad- 
minister her affairs “in judgment,” for the glory of 
God and her edification. 

3-5. The religion of Christ, by purifying the 
affections of the heart, removes the great source of 
error, and enables men to judge correctly of moral 
principles and actions. In this way the general 
prevalence of the gospel corrects public sentiment 
and maintains it in a healthful condition. But 
_ whenever irreligion prevails, perverse opinions and 
wicked practices go hand in hand. 

9-12. Luxury, idleness, and prodigality in fe- 
males are heinous sins in the sight of God. They 
exert a powerful influence to corrupt public morals, 
and thus bring upon nations and families those 
heavy judgments in which woman has so large a 
share of suffering. 

13-18. The downward tendency of human nature 
manifests itself in the church of Christ, as well as 
in the world. But among his own people God 
will not allow error and corruption to gain the vic- 
tory. In the midst of his judgments x will from 





time to time pour upon them his Spirit from on high, 
renovating their faith, and producing a new and 
abundant harvest of the fruits of righteousness. 

19-20. The destruction of Satan’s power, and 
the establishment of Christ’s kingdom, are insep- 
arably connected in God’s plan, and shall be effect- 
ed by the same instrumentalities. As the one falls 
the other must rise. 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 


1. To thee; Assyria, as the representative of 
all persecuting powers. See frtennetons note to 
the preceding chapter. 

2. Unto us—their arm; the prophet’s prayer 
for his people in view of the coming trouble. In 
the second clause he passes, as is common with the 
prophets, from the first to the third person. 

3. The tumult ; caused by God’s appearance 
in behalf of his people. 

4. Your feat ahall be gathered; the spoil of 
the Assyrian host by the Jews. Like the gath- 
ering of the caterpillar; as locusts gather and 
devour every thing. Shall he run upon them ; 
more literally, “shall one run upon it;” that is, 
upon the spoil of the Assyrians. 

6. Thy times—his treasure ; the reference is 
to the Jewish people. Compare note on verse 2. 

7. Shall cry without ; the reference, probably, 
is to the event recorded 2 Kings, 18 : 37. 

8. He; the Assyrian. The covenant ; 2 Kings, 
18:14-16. Despised cities ; 2 Kings, 18 : 34, 35. 

9. Lebanon is ashamed Bain 5 2 off their 
fruits; a figurative description of the desolation 
caused by the Assyrian invasion. 

11. Ye; the Assyrians. Your breath; your 
proud and impious spirit. . 
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12 And the people shall be as the burn- 
ings of lime: as thorns cut up shall they 
be burned in the fire. 

13 9 Hear, ye that are far off, what I 
have done; and, ye that are near, acknow- 
ledge my might. 

14 The sinners in Zion are afraid; fear- 
' fulness hath *surprised the hypocrites. 
Who among us shall dwell with the de- 
vouring fire? who among us shall dwell 
with everlasting burnings ? 

15 He *that walketh *righteously, and 
speaketh tuprightly; he that despiseth 
the gain of toppressions, that shaketh 
his hands from holding of bribes, that 
stoppeth his ears from hearing of ! blood, 
and shutteth¢ his eyes from seeing evil ; 

16 He shall dwell on high; his place 
of defence shall be the munitions of rocks: 
bread shall be given him; his waters 
shall be sure. 

17 Thine eyes shall 4see the king in 
his beauty: they shall behold the land 
that* is very far off. 

18 Thy heart shall meditate terror. 
Where zs the scribe? where zs the f re- 
ceiver? where zs he that counted the 
towers ? 

19 Thou shalt not see a fierce people, 
a people of a deeper speech than thou 


Privileges , 


XXXIV. of the godly. 


canst perceive ; of a*stammering *,™,%- 
tongue, that thou canst not understand. 
20 Look upon Zion, the city of our so- 
lemnities : thine eyes shall see Jerusalem 
a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall 
not be taken down; not one of the stakes 
thereof shall °ever be removed, neither 
shall any of the cords thereof be broken. 
21 But there the glorious Lorp will be 
unto us a place Sof broad rivers and 


streams ; wherein shall go no galley with 


oars, neither shall gallant ship pass 
thereby. 

22 For the Lorp 7s our judge, the Lorp 
as our lllawgiver, the Lorp is our king; 
he will save us. 

23 Thy* tacklings are loosed; they 
could not well strengthen their mast; 
they could not spread the sail: then is 
the prey of a great spoil divided; the 
lame‘ také the prey. 

24 And the inhabitant shall not say, I 
am sick: the people that dwell therein 
shall be "forgiven their iniquity. 


CHAPTER XXXIV. 


1 The judgments wherewith God revengeth his church. 
11 The desolation of her enemies. 16 The certainty 
of the prophecy. 


OME ‘near, ye nations, to hear; and 
hearken, ye people: let the Jearth 





a Mat. 22:12. b Psa. 15:2. * Heb. in righteousness. t Heb. 
uprightnesses. $ Or, deceits.. % Or, bloods, ¢ Psa. 119: 37. oe 
heights, or high places. d John 17: 24. * Heb. of far distances. ¢ Heb. 


weigher, t Or, ridiculous. e Rev, 3:12, % Heb. broad af spaces, or 
hands. || Heb. statute-maker, * Or, They have forsaken thy tacklings. 
£1 Cor. 1:27. g Rev. 21:4. b Jer. 50:20. i Psa. 49:1. j Deut. 32: 1. 





13. What I have done; in the destruction of 
Sennacherib’s host: the words of Jehovah. 

14. Are afraid; the terrible judgment of God 
on their enemies fills them with awe. Who among 
as shall dwell; the words of the hypocrites and 
sinners. If such be the power of God’s wrath, who 
can endure its fierce flame for ever ? 

16. He shall dwell on high; the same almighty 
power that has overthrown the enemies of God’s 
people, and filled sinners in Zion with amazement, 
shall be to the righteous a munition of rocks. 

17. The king in his beauty; the King of 
Zion in his divine beauty and majesty. They 
shall behold—far off ; the probable meaning is, 
that the righteous, no longer shut up and strait- 
ened, shall behold distant regions added to God’s 
kingdom. Psa. 2:8. 

18. Shall meditate terror. Where 7s the 
scribe ? shall call to mind the former days of ter- 
ror, exultingly asking, Where is the scribe? etc. 
The scribe, weigher, (margin.) and counter of the 
towers, are those of the Assyrian army. 

19. Shalt not see; shalt no longer seé. A 
stammering tongue; a foreign language. 

21. Will be unto us a place of broad rivers ; 
will be to us instead of broad rivers, which give 
fertility and strength. Galley with oars—gal- 
lant ship; that is, galley or ship of the enemy. 
It shall be a safe river. 

23. Thy tacklings are loosed; the enemy are 
addressed under the figure of a dismantled ship. 
A great spoil; the spoil of the Assyrian host. 
The lame ; among God’s people; so powerless are 
their once victorious enemies. 

24. Inhabitant ; of Zion. Shall be forgiven 
their iniquity ; this promise was fulfilled to the 
Jews of Hezekiah’s day only in a very imperfect 
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sense. It manifestly looks to the final issue of all 
God’s interpositions in behalf of his church, of 
which the overthrow of Sennacherib was an illus- 
trious example. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. God uses wicked nations, like Assyria and 
Babylon, as “ the rod of his anger,” to chastise his 
people for their sins. But when he has accom- 
plished this work, he destroys them as easily as he 
had before raised them to power. 

2. The repentance and supplication of God’s 
eta is the signal of his interposition in their 

ehalf. 

3. The only stability of a nation is the preva- 
lence among its citizens and in its counsels of wis- 
dom, knowledge, and the fear of the Lord. 

14, The terrible judgments of God upon the 
wicked in this world, are such an earnest of the 
awful retributions of eternity as ought to fill all 
sinners with amazement and terror. 

15, 16. The man who makes God his confidence, 
and obeys his law, is safe amid the most fearful 
convulsions and revolutions of nations. 


18, 19. Every present deliverance which God . 


vouchsafes to his people is a pledge of all needful 
future help; and, as such, it should be remembered 
with devout thanksgiving and gladness. 

20-24. Whatever future triais await God’s 
church, the final issue of them all shall be her estab- 
lishment in perpetual holiness and tranquillity. | 


CHAPTER XXXIV. 


God is about to execute judgments upon the 
enemies of his people. Among these Edom is 
specified by name, because of its peculiar —— 
to Judah. Psalm 137:7; Ezek. 25:12; Obad. 
10-14. Its doom, like that of Moab, chap. 25:10, 
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_ Lorp hath a sacrifice in 4 Bozrah, and a 











Desolation of 


hens. hear,and *all that is therein; the 
world, and all things that come forth of it. 

2 For the * indignation of the Lorp is 
upon all nations, and his fury upon all 
their armies: he hath utterly destroyed 
them, he hath delivered them to the 
slaughter. 

3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and 
their stink shall come up out of their 
carcasses, and the mountains shall be 
melted with their blood. 

4 And all the host of heaven shall be 
dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled 
together as ascroll: and all their host shall 
fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the 
vine, and as a falling fig from the fig-tree. 

5 For my sword shall be bathed in 
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heaven: behold, it shall come down upon | 
Idumea,° and upon the people of my. 
curse, to judgment. | 

6 The sword of the Lorp is filled with | 
blood, it is made fat with fatness, and 
with the blodd of lambs and goats, with 
the fat of the kidneys of rams: for the 


great slaughtér in the land of Idumea. 

7 And the f unicorns shall come down 
with them, and the bullocks with the bulls; 
_ and their land shall be ¢soaked with blood, 

and their dust made fat with fatness. | 

8 For it is the *day of the Lorp’s ven-. 
geance, and the year of recompenses for 
_the fcontroversy of Zion. 

9 And the & streams thereof shall be 
turned into pitch, and the dust thereof 
into brimstone, and the land thereof 
shall become burning pitch. 

10 It shall not be quenched night nor 
_ day; the "smoke thereof shall go up for 
ever: from generation to generation it 


_ * Heb. the fulness thereof. a Zeph. 3:8. » Psa, 102: 26; 
Ezek. 32:7,8; Joel2:31; 3:15,16; Mat. 24:29; 2 Pet. 3:10; 








Rev. 6:13,14. ¢ Jer. 49:7. 4 chap. 63:1, ete. + Or, rhi- 
noceroses. t Or, drunken. e Jer. 46:10. f Micah 6:1. 
8 Deut. 29:23, h Rev. 19:2,3. @ Or, pelicun, i Zeph. 2:14. 





and that of Philistia, Edom, Moab, and Ammon, 
chap. 11:14, stands as a type of the destruction 
which awaits all the foes of Bion. 

2. Hath utterly destroyed them ; the prophet 
speaks of the future desolation as already past, be- 
cause God had decreed it. 

4. The host of heaven shall be dissolved ; 
see note on chap. 13: 10. 

5. Bathed ; with the blood of Edom. In heav- 
en ; because God who wields it is in heaven. 
6. Lambs—goats—rams ; like “unicorns” and 

“bullocks” in the next verse, representing the Idu- 
means under the figure of animals slaughtered for 
a@ sacrifice. 

7. Unicorns; probably wild buffaloes; that is, 
the most fierce and mighty among the people. 
_ Come down ; to the slaughter. 

: 9,10. Thereof; of Edom. Shall be turned 
tuto pitch—shall go up for ever; a figurative 
_ description of complete desolation, drawn from the 
_ overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

11-15. The cormorant—the vultures; com- 





_ pare notes on chap. 13:21, 22. He shall stretch 
14 


Zion’s enemies. 


shall le waste; none shall pass through 
it for ever and ever. 

11 But the Scormorant‘and the bittern 
shall possess it; the owl also and the 
raven shall dwell in it: and he shall 
stretch out upon it the jline of confu- 
sion, and the stones of emptiness. 

12 They shall call the nobles thereof 
to the kingdom, but none shall be there, 
and all her princes shall be nothing. 

13 And thorns shall come up in her 
palaces, nettles and brambles in the for- 
tresses thereof: and it shall be a habita- 
tion of dragons, and a court for |lowls. 

14 The* wild beasts of the desert shall 
also meet with tthe wild beasts of the 
island, and the satyr shall ery to his fel- 
low; the ?#screech-owl also shall rest 
there, and find for herself a place of rest. 

15 There shall the great owl make her 
nest, and lay,and hatch, and gather under 
her shadow: there shall the vultures also 
be gathered, every one with her mate. 

16 {| Seek ‘ye out of the book of the 
Lorp, and read: no !one of these shall 
fail, none shall want her mate: for my 
mouth it hath commanded, and his spirit 
it hath gathered them. 

17 And he hath cast the lot for them, 
and his hand hath divided it unto them 
by line: they shall possess it for ever, 
from generation to generation shall they 
dwell therein. 


CHAPTER XXXV. 

1 The joyful flourishing of Christ’s kingdom. 3 The 
weak are encouraged by the virtues and privileges of 
the gospel. 

HE wilderness and the solitary place 
shall be glad for them; and the ™des- 
ert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. 

Rev. 18:2, ~j 2Kings, 21 :13. || Or, ostriches; Heb. daughters 

of the owl ; chap. 13:21, 22. * Heb. Zitm. + Heb. Gim, + Or 

night monster. k chap. 8:20; John 5:39; 2 Pet. 1:19, 1 Mat.6: 18; 

Luke 21:33. m chap. 55:12, 13. 








out—the stones of emptiness; he shall measure 
it with line and plummet for utter desolation. To 
the kingdom; that is, to defend and maintain it. 

16. Seek ye out of the book of the Lord; 
God challenges his people to compare the prophecy 
with its fulfilment. No ove of these; these inhab- 
itants of desolated places. 

17. Cast the lot for them —divided 1t—by line ; 
hath allotted it to them for their habitation. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

The utter and perpetual desolation of the nations 
that anciently opposed themselves to God’s covenant 
people, is at once a standing memorial of the truth of 
prophecy, and a terrible type of the destruction that 
awaits all the enemies of his church. If such be the 
power of God’s anger in this world, who can endure 
that “ furnace of fire” which “shall not be quenched 
night nor day,’’ and whose smoke “ shall go up for 
ever ?” . 


CHAPTER XXXV. 


1. For them; the lands described in the pre- 
ceding chapter, which had been desolated and pre- 
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2 It shall blossom abundantly, and re- 
joice even with joy and singing: the glory 
of *Lebanon shall be given unto it, the 
excellency of Carmel and Sharon; they 
shall see the glory of the Lorn, and the 
excellency of our God. 

3 J Strengthen® ye the weak hands, 
and confirm the feeble knees. 

4 Say to them that are of a *fearful 
heart, Be strong, ‘fear not: behold, your 
God will come with vengeance, even God 
with a recompense; he will come and 
save? you. 

5 Then the “eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped. . 

6 Then shall the lame man leap as a 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: 
for in the wilderness shall f waters break 
out, and streams in the desert. 

7 And the parched ground shall become 
a pool, and the thirsty land &springs of 
water: in the habitation of dragons, where 
each lay, shall be tgrass with reeds and 
rushes. 

8 And a highway shall be there, and a 
way, and it shall be called The way of 
holiness; the * unclean shall not pass over 
it; {but it shall be for those: the wayfaring 
men, though fools, shall not err therein. 

9 Noilion shall be there, nor any rav- 
enious beast shall go up thereon, it shall 
not be found there; but the redeemed 
shall walk there: 

10 And the Jransomed of the Lorp 
shall return, and come to Zion with 
songs* and everlasting ‘joy upon their 


Gospel blessings. 


XXXVI. 


heads: they shall obtain joy and *s%673. 
gladness, and ™sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 


1 Sennacherib invadeth Judah. 4 Rabshakeh sent by 
Sennacherib, by blasphemous persuasions soliciteth 
the people to revolt. 22 His words are told to Heze- 

- kiah. 


OW "it came to pass in the fourteenth 
year of king Hezekiah, that Sennache- 
rib king of Assyria came up against all the 
defenced cities of Judah, and took them. 
2 And the king of Assyria sent Rab- 
shakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem unto 
king Hezekiah with a great army. And 
he stood by the conduit of the upper pool 
in the highway of the fuller’s field. 

3 Then came forth unto him Eliakim, 
Hilkiah’s son, which was over the house, 
and Shebna the S scribe, and Joah, Asaph’s 
son, the recorder. 

4 § And Rabshakeh said unto them, 
Say ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the 
great king, the king of Assyria, What 
confidence is this wherein thou trustest? 

5 1 say, sayest thou, (but they are but 


Sennacherib’s invasion. 


vain! words,) *I have counseland strength ° 


for war: now on whom dost thou trust, 
that thou rebellest against me ? 

6 Lo, thou trustest in the staff of this 
broken reed, on Egypt; whereon if a 
man lean, it will go into his hand, and 
pierce it: so 7s Pharaoh king of Egypt to 
all that trust in him. 

7 But if thou say to mej We trust in 
the Lorp our God: zs it not he, whose 
high places and whose altars Hezekiah 





a Hosea 14:5, 6. b Heb. 12:12. * Heb. Aasty. ¢ chap.44: 2. 
d chap. 25:9; Luke21:23. e Mat.11:5. fchap. 41318; 43:19. 
g John 4:14; 7:38. + Or, a@ court for reeds. b chap. 52:1; Joel 
3:17; Rev.21:27. + Or, for he shall be with them. i Ezek. 


34:25. j chap. 51:11. k Rev.5:9. 1 Jude 24, m Rev. 7:17; 
21:4, n 2Kings, 18:13, etc.; 2 Chron. 32:1, etc. % Or, secretary. 
|| Heb. a word of lips. * Or, but counseland strength are for 
the war. 





pared for restoration to fertility and beauty. The 
desert shall rejoice, and blossom; under this 
imagery is foretold the restoration of spiritual pros- 
perity and fruitfulness to Zion. Ver. 7; chap. 
41:17-19; 43:19, 20; 55:13. Compare also 
chap. 44: 3-5, where the prophet gives the spiritual 
meaning of the figure. 

5,6. The eyes of the blind shall be opened— 
the tongue of the dumb sing ; these words have 
their highest fulfilment in the healing of men’s 
spiritual maladies; they include our Lord’s mira- 
cles only as parts of his whole work of redemption. 

8. There; in the wilderness, heretofore barren and 
pathless. For those ; for “ the redeemed,” ver. 10. 

10. Shall return, and come to Zion; shall 
return from their captivity by this highway, and 
come to their home on mount Zion. The return of 
God’s people from captivity is here an emblem of 
all the deliverances which he vouchsafes to them 
in this world, and of their final introduction to the 
heavenly Zion. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-7. Egypé, Assyria, Babylon, and Rome, the 
ancient persecutors of God’s church, were once in 
great power, and spreading themselves on every 
side. But they have passed away for ever. So 
shall it be with all her enemies, while she shall be 
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built up on their ruins, and shall extend her bor- 
ders more and more, till the whole earth is, through 
her, filled with the fruits of righteousness. 

8-10. The highway of salvation, cast up by proph- 
ets and apostles under God’s direction, is both plain 
and safe. No honest inquirer after truth can fail 
to find it, or go astray after he has entered upon it. 
It is guarded on both sides by God’s presence and 
power, and all who walk in it shall finally enter the 
heavenly Jerusalem “with songs and everlasting 
joy upon their heads.” 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 


1. Sennacherib— came up; the occasion of 
this invasion was Hezekiah’s refusal to serve the 
king of Assyria. 2 Kings, 18:7, compared with 
2 Kings, 16: 7-9. 

2. The king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh ; be- 
tween this invasion and that recorded in the pre- 
vious verse, Hezekiah had endeavored to conciliate 
the king of Assyria, as recorded 2 Kings, 18: 14-16. 
Tartan and Rabsaris accompanied Rabshakeh. 2 
Kings, 18:17. Lachish ; in the south of Judah. 
The upper pool ; see note on chap. 7:3. 

7. Whose high pena: Ne 2° hath taken 
away ; he confounds the high places and altars of 
the false gods with those of Jehovah. 


ee ae ene a 








Rabshakeh’s blasphemy. 


reset hath taken *away, and said to 
Judah and to Jerusalem, Ye shall wor- 
ship before this altar? 

8 Now therefore give *pledges, I pray 
thee, to my master the king of Assyria, 
and [ will give thee two ° thousand horses, 
if thou be able on thy part to set riders 
upon them. 

9 How then wilt thou turn away the 
face of one captain of the least of my 
master’s servants, and put thy trust on 
Egypt° for chariots and for horsemen ? 

10 And am I now come up without the 
Lorp against this land to destroy it? the 
Lorp? said unto me, Go up against this 
land, and destroy it. 

11 4] Then said Eliakim and Shebna 
and Joah unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray 
thee, unto thy servants in the Syrian 
language; for we understand zt: and 
speak not to us in the Jews’ language, in| 
the ears of the people that are on the 
wall. 

12 But Rabshakeh said, *° Hath my mas- 
ter sent me to thy master and to thee to 
speak these words? hath he not sent me 
to the men that sit upon the wall, that 
they may eat their own dung, and drink 


ISAIAH XXXVII. 
his land out of the hand of the king of 





their own piss with you? 
13 §] Then Rabshakeh stood, and cried | 


Message to Isaiah. 


Assyria ? 

19 Where are the gods of Hamath and 
Arpad? where are the gods of Sephar- 
vaim? and have they delivered Samaria 
out! of my hand ? 

20 Who are they among all the ™ gods 
of these lands, that have delivered their 
land out of my hand, that the Lorp should 
deliver Jerusalem out of my hand 2 

21 But they held their peace, and an- 
swered him not a word: for the king’s 
commandment was, saying, Answer him 
not.” 

22 4] Then came Eliakim, the son of 
Hilkiah, that was over the household, 
and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son 
of Asaph, the recorder, to Hezekiah with 
their clothes rent, and told him the words 
of Rabshakeh. 


CHAPTER XXXVILI. 


1 Hezekiah mourning sendeth to Isaiah to pray for 
them. 6 Isaiah comforteth them. 8 Sennacherib, 
going to encounter Tirhakah, sendeth a blasphemous 
letter to Hezekiah. 14 Hezekiah’s prayer. 21 Isai- 
ah’s prophecy of the pride and destruction of Senna- 
cherib, and the good of Zion. 36 An angel slayeth 
the Assyrians. 37 Sennacherib is slain at Nineveh 
by his own sons. 


ND it° came to pass, when king Hez- 
ekiah heard zt, that he Prent his 





with aloud voice in the Jews’ language, clothes, and covered himself with sack- 
and said, Hear ye the words of the great cloth, and 4went into the house of the 
king, the king of Assyria. 'Lorp. 

14 Thus saith the king, Let not Heze-| 2 And he sent Eliakim, who was over 
kiah deceive you: for he shall not be the household, and Shebna the scribe, 
able to deliver you. -and the elders of the priests, covered 

15 Neither "let Hezekiah make you) with "sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet 
trust in the Lorn, saying, The Lorp will the son of Amoz. 
surely deliver us: this city shall not be) 3 And they said unto him, Thus saith 
delivered into the hand of the king of Hezekiah, This day zs a day of * trouble, 
Assyria. /and of trebuke, and of + blasphemy: for 

16 Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus the children are come to the birth, and 
saith the king of Assyria, t Make an agree- | there “is not strength to bring forth. 
ment with me bya present, and come out; 4 It may be the Lorp thy God will hear 
tome: and eat ye every one of his‘ vine, the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king 
and every one of his fig-tree, and drink ye of Assyria his master hath sent to ‘ re- 
every one the waters of his own cistern; proach the living God, and will reprove 

17 Until’ I come and take you away to the words which the Lorp thy God hath 
a land like your own land, a land of corn heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for 





and wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 

18 Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, 
saying, The Lorp will deliver*us. Hath 
any of the gods of the nations delivered 


‘the *remnant that is $ left. 
5 So the servants of king Hezekiah 


came to Isaiah. 
6 § And Isaiah said unto them, Thus 





a 2Kings, 18:4. * Or, hostages. » Psa. 20:7,8; Hosea 14:3, 
¢ Jer, 2:36. d chap. 37:28; Amos3:6. ¢ Psa. 31:18. f Psa. 
17:10-13. g Psa. 82:5, 7; Dan. 4:37, b Psa. 71:10, 11. ¢ Or, Seek 
my favor by a present; Heb. Muke with me a blessing. i Zech. 3:10. 
j Prov. 12:10, &k Dan.3:15, 12Kings, 18:10. m chap, 37:18, 


19: 45:16,17. m Prov. 26:4. 02Kings,19:l,etc. pJob1:20. 
q ver. 14. 4 Joell:13. 8 Psa.50:15, t chap. 25:8; Rev, 
3:19. $ Or, provocation, u chap. 66:9. Vv ver. 23,24; chap. 
51:7,8 w Rom.9:27. % Heb. found. 





8. Pledges; hostages, as security against an- 
other rebellion. 
9. How then ; that is, if thou canst hardly place 


riders upon two thousand horses. 

19. Hamath—Arpad ; see note on chap. 10:9. 
Sepharvaim ; lying on the eastern bank of the 
Euphrates above Babylon. 


For Instructions on this and the following chapter, 
see 2 Kings, chap. 18, 19, where the same narrative 


is recorded. 
CHAPTER XXXVII. 
4. The remnant that ts left ; the remnant of 
Judah, whose cities Sennacherib was now ravag- 


in. . 
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Hezekiah’s prayer. 


shall ye say unto your master, Thus saith 
the Lorp, Be not *afraid of the words 
that thou hast heard, wherewith the ser- 
vants of the king of Assyria have blas- 
phemed me. 

7 Behold, I will *send a blast upon 
him, and he shall hear a rumor, and re- 
turn to his own land; and I will cause 
him to fall by the sword in his own land. 

8 4 So Rabshakeh returned, and found 
the king of Assyria warring against? Lib- 
nah: for he had heard that he was de- 
parted from ¢ Lachish. 

9 And he heard say concerning Tirha- 
kah king of Ethiopia, He is come forth 
to make war with thee. And when he 
heard zt, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, 
saying, 

10 Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah 
king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God, 
in whom thou trustest, deceive thee, say- | 
ing, Jerusalem shall not be given into. 
the hand of the king of Assyria. | 

11 Behold, thou hast heard what the 
kings of Assyria have ‘done to all lands 
by destroying them utterly; and shalt 
thou be delivered ? 

12 Have the gods of the nations deliv- 
ered them which my fathers have de- 
stroyed, as °Gozan, and ‘Haran, and Re- 
zeph, and the children of §Eden which 
were in Telassar ? 

13 Where is the king of »Hamath, and 
the king of Arpad, and the king of the 
city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? 

14 {| And Hezekiah received the letter, 
from the hand of the messengers, and. 
read it: and Hezekiah went ‘up unto the 
house of the Lorn, and spread it before’ 
the Lorp. | 

15 And Hezekiah prayed unto the Lorn, 
saying, | 

16 O Lorp of hosts, God of Israel, that, 
dwellest) between the cherubim, * thou art 
the God, even'thou alone, of all the king- 








ISAIAH XXXVII. 


The reply of God. 


doms of the earth: thou hast made *,%;% 
heaven and earth. 

17 Incline™ thine ear, O Lorp, and 
hear; open thine "eyes, O Lorp, and see: 
and ‘hear all the words of Sennacherib, 
cg hath sent to reproach the living 

od. 

18 Of a truth, Lorn, the kings of As- 
syria have laid waste all the t nations, 
and their countries, 

19 And have ‘cast their gods into the 
fire: for they were no gods, but the ° work 
of men’s hands, wood and stone: there- 
fore they have destroyed them. 

20 Now therefore, O Lorp our God, 
save us from his hand, that all the king- 
doms of the earth may P know that thou 
art the Lorn, even thou only. 

21 §{ Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent 
unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the 
Lorp God of Israel, Whereas thou hast 
prayed’ to me against Sennacherib king 
of Assyria: 

22 This zs the word which the Lorp 
hath spoken concerning him; The virgin, 
the daughter of Zion, hath ' despised thee, 
and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of 
Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee. 

23 Whom hast thou reproached and 
blasphemed? and against whom hast 
thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up 
thine eyes on high? even against the 
Holy One of Israel. 

24 By Sthy servants hast thou reproach- 
ed the Lord, and hast said, By the mul- 
titude of my chariots am I come up to 
the height of the mountains, to the sides 
of Lebanon; and I will cut down the 
tall!| cedars thereof. and the choice fir- 
trees thereof: and I will enter into the 
height of his border, and the * forest of 
his Carmel. 

25 1 have digged, and drunk water; 
and with the sole of my feet have I dried 
up all the rivers of the 7 besieged places. 





a chap. 43:1,23 51:12, 13. * Or, put a spirit into him; 1 Kings, 
22:23. b Num. 33:20, 21; Josh. 21:13; 2 Chron, 21:10. ¢ Josh. 
10:31-84. 4 chap. 14:17. e2 Kings, 17:6; 18:11. f Gen.12:4; 
28:10. gAmos1:5. hch.10:9; Jer.49:23. iver.1; Joel 2: 17-20. 
j Ex. 25:22; Psa. 80:1; 99:1. k chap, 43:10, 11. 1 Psa. 86: 10. 
m Dan. 9:18 2 Job 36:7. + Heb. lands. $ Heb. given, o chap. 





40:19, 20; 41:7; 44:9, etc.; Psa. 115:4, etc. p chap. 42:8; 
Psa. 46:10. q Prov. 15:29; Luke 18:1. r Psa. 31:18; 46:1, 2. 
Q Heb. the hand of thy. || Heb. tallness of the cedars thereof, and 
the choice of the jir-trees thereof. * Or, and his fruitful field. 
j Or, fenced and closed. 





7. I will send a blast upon him; a destroy- | 
ing wind; literally, “I will put a spirit within | 
him,” that is, probably, a spirit of terror. He- 
shall hear a rumor; according to some, the report, 
of the destruction of the host before Jerusalem. 
But this host seems to have departed with Rab- 
shakeh. Ver. 8. lt may have been the report of 
Tirhakah’s preparation to attack him, which, joined 
with the loss of one hundred and eighty-five thou- 
sand men of his own army, hastened his return to 
Nineveh. 

8. Rabshakeh returned; apparently with his 
army, finding his force insufficient to take Jeru- 
salem. Libnah; another city in the south of 
Judah. 

9. When he heard; this report increased his 
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anxiety to bring Hezekiah to a speedy submis- 
sion. 

12. Gozan, and Haran; regions of Mesopota- 
mia, the former lying on the Chebar. 2 Kings, 
18:11. Rezeph; west of the Euphrates. 

24. I will cut down the tall cedars thereof ; 
the destruction of the forests of Lebanon is put 
figuratively for the desolation of the nations, with 
every thing in them that was “high and lifted up.” 
Compare chap. 2: 12-16. 

25. I have digged, and drunk water ; where 
water was wanting for my host, I have provided it. 
Dried up all the rivers of the besieged places ; 
or, “all the rivers of Egypt.” I have, as it were, 
annihilated them with the feet of my armies: they 
have not been able to oppose to me any resistance. 











tin eeenle 


The Assyrians destroyed. 
M. 3294. 


AM. 26 Hast thou not heard *long 
ago, how Ihave done it; and of ancient 
times, that I have formed it? now have 
I *brought it to pass, that thou shouldest 
be to lay waste defenced cities into ruin- 
ous heaps. 

27 Therefore their inhabitants were t of 
small power, -they were dismayed and 
confounded: they were as the grass of 
the field, and as the green herb, as the 
grass on the housetops, and as corn blast- 
ed before it be grown up. 

28 But I know thy abode, and thy 
going out, and thy coming in, and thy 
rage against me. 

29 Because thy rage against me, and thy 
tumult, is come up into mine ears, there- 
fore will I put my °hook in thy nose, and 
my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee 
back by the way by which thou camest. 

30 And this shall be a sign unto thee, 
Ye shall eat this year such as groweth 
of itself; and the second year that which 
springeth of the same: and in the third 
year sow ye, and reap, and plant vine- 
yards, and eat the fruit thereof. 

31 And §the remnant that is escaped of 
the house of Judah shall again take root 
downward, and bear fruit upward : 

32 For out of Jerusalem shall go forth 
a remnant, and |! they that escape out of 
mount Zion: the zeal of the Lorn of 
hosts shall do this. 

33 Therefore thus saith the Lorn con- 
cerning the king of Assyria, He shall not 
come into this city, nor shoot an arrow 
there, nor come before it with *shields, 
nor cast a bank against it. 

34 By the way that he came, by the 
same shall he return, and shall not come 
into this city, saith the Lorp. 

35 For ‘I will defend this city to save 
it for mine own sake, and for my servant 
David’s sake. 

36 Then the ‘angel of the Lorp went 
forth, and smote in the camp of the As- 
syrians a hundred and fourscore and five 
thousand : and when they arose early in 
the morning, behold, they were all dead 
corpses. 

37 4] So Sennacherib king of Assyria 


ISAIAH XXXVIII. 


Hezekiah’s sickness. 


departed, and went and returned, and 
dwelt at Nineveh. | 

38 And it came to pass, as he was wor- 
shipping in the house of Nisroch his god, 
that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons 
smote® him with the sword; and they 
escaped into the land of fArmenia: and 
Esar-haddon his son reigned in his stead. 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 


1 Hezekiah, having received a message of death, by 
prayer hath his life lengthened. 8 The sun goeth 
ten degrees backward, for a sign of that promise. 9 
His song of thanksgiving. 


pe those days was Hezekiah sick unto 
death. And Isaiah the prophet the 
son of Amoz came unto him, and said 
unto him, Thus saith the Lorp, }Set 
thy house in order: for thou shalt die, 
and not live. 

2 Then Hezekiah turned his face tow- 
ard the wall, and prayed unto the Lorp, 

3 And said, §Remember now, O Lorp, 
I beseech thee, how I have walked before 
thee in truth and with a perfect heart, 
and have done that which is good in thy 
sight. And Hezekiah wept $sore. 

4 4 Then came the word of the Lorp 
to Isaiah, saying, 

5 Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith 
the Lorn, the God of David thy father, I 
have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy 
tears: behold, I will add unto thy days 
fifteen years. 

6 And I will deliver thee and this city 
out of the hand of the king of Assyria: 
and I will defend this city. 

7 And this shall be a "sign unto thee 
from the Lorp, that the Lorp will do this 
thing that he hath spoken; 

8 Behold, I will bring again the shadow 
of the degrees, which is gone down in 
the ! sun-dial of Ahaz, ten degrees back- 
ward. So the sun returned ten degrees, 
by which degrees 1t was gone down. 

9 “| The writing of Hezekiah king of 
Judah, when he had been sick, and was 
recovered of his sickness: 

10 I said ‘in the cutting off of my days, 
I shall go to the gates of the grave: Lam 
deprived of the residue of my years. 

11 I said, I shall not see the Lorn, even 





* Heb. how Ihave made it long ago, and formed it of ancient 
times # should I now bring it to be laid waste, and defenced cities 
to be ruinous Aeaps? achap.10:5,6. + Heb. short of hand. 
¢ Or, sitting. » chap. 30:28; Ezek. 38:4. Oe the escaping 
of the house of Judah that remaineth. || Heb. the escaping. 


. | 32:24. f Heb. Give charge concerning thy house. 


* Heb. shield. c¢ ae 38:6; Jer. 17:25, 26. d chap.10: 12, etc. 
e chap. 14:9-12. + Heb. Ararat. f 2 Kings, 20:1, ete.; 2 Chron. 
g Neh. 13:14; 
Heb. 6: 10. Heb. with great weeping. h chap. 7:11, 14. 
|| Heb. degrees by, or with the sun. i Job 7:7, etc.; Psa. 77:3, etc. 





26. I have done it—formed it ; appointed in 
my eternal coynsels what I have now brought to 
namely, “ that thou shouldest be to lay waste 
defenced cities.” 
29. Hook in thy nose ; referring to a ring or 
hook placed in the nose of untamed animals. 
30. A sign unto thee; unto Hezekiah. This 
year ; when tillage had been interrupted by the 
presence of the enemy. The second year; the 





year following. Some suppose this to have been a 
sabbatical year, during which the people were com- 
manded to leave their land untilled. Exod. 23:11; 
Lev. 25:4-7. The sign seems to have consisted in 
the extraordinary fertility of the earth during these 
two years, which should make its uncultivated pro- 
ductions sufficient for the wants of the people. 

36. They arose; the spared. They were all 
dead corpses ; the smitten. 
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Hezekiah’s song ISAIAH 


the Lorp, in *the land of the living: I 
shall behold man no more with the inhab- 
itants of the world. 

12 Mine age is departed, and is remov- 
ed from me as a shepherd’s tent: I have 
cut off like a weaver my life: he will cut 
me off *with pining sickness: from day 
even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 

13 I reckoned till morning, that, as a 
lion, so will he break all my bones: from 
day even to night wilt thou make an end 
of me. . 

14 Like a crane or a swallow, so did J 
chatter: I did »mourn as a dove: mine 
eyes fail with looking upward: O Lorp, 
I am oppressed ; t undertake for me. 

15 What shall I say? he hath both 
spoken unto me, and himself hath done 
it: I shall go softly all my years in the 
bitterness of my soul. 

16 O Lord, by these things men “live, 
and in all these things is the life of my 
spirit: so wilt thou recover me, and 
make me to live. 

17 Behold, #for peace I had great bit- 
terness; but thou hast Sin love to my 
soul delivered it from the ‘pit of corrup- 
tion: for thou hast cast all my sins be- 
hind thy back. 

18 For the °grave cannot praise thee, 
death cannot celebrate thee: they that 
go down into the pit cannot hope for thy 
truth. 

19 The living, the living, he shall praise 
thee, as I do this day: the ffather to the 
children shall make known thy truth. 

20 The Lorp was ready to save me: 
therefore we will sing my songs to the 
stringed instruments all the days of our 
life in the house of the Lorp. 

21 For Isaiah had said, Let them take 


XRXIX. 


a lump of figs, and lay zt for a plas; *,™%; 2%) 
ter upon the boil, and he shall recover. 

22 Hezekiah also had said, What zs the 
sign that I shall go up to the house of 
the Lorn? 


CHAPTER XXXIX. 


1 Merodach-baladan, sending to visit Hezekiah because 
of the wonder, hath notice of his treasures. 3 Isaiah, 
understanding thereof, foretelleth the Babylonian 
captivity. 

T that "time Merodach-baladan, the 

son of Baladan, king of Babylon, 
sent letters and a present to Hezekiah : 
for he had heard that he had been sick, 
and was recovered. 

2 And Hezekiah was glad of them, and 
showed them the house of his || precious 
things, the silver, and the gold, and the 
spices, and the precious ointment, and all 
the house of his *armor, and all that was 
found in his treasures: there was nothing 
in his house, nor in all his dominion, that 
Hezekiah showed them not. 

3 4 Then came Isaiah the prophet unto 
king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What 
said these men? and from whence came 
they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, 
They are come from a far country unto 
me, even from Babylon. 

4 Then said he, What have they seen 
in thy house? And Hezekiah answered. 
All that zs in my house have they seen: 
there is nothing among my ‘treasures 
that I have not showed them. 

5 Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Hear 
the word of the Lorp of hosts: 

6 Behold, the! days come, that all that 
is in thy house, and that which thy fathers 
have laid up in store until this day, shall 
be ‘carried to Babylon: nothing shall be 
left, saith the Lorp. 


of thanksgiving. 





a Psa. 27:13. * Or, fromthe thrum, bchap. 59:11. } Or,ease me. 
ce Mat. 4:4. $£ Or, on my peace came. 4 Heb. loved my soul from 
the pit. 4 Psa. 40:2. © Psa.6:5 f Psa. 78:3,4. g Psa. 84:2. 


h 2Kings, 20: 12, etc. ; 2 Chron. 32:31. || O 
Heb. vessels, or instruments. i 


r, spicery. * Or. jewels; 
1 Prov: 23: 6, J 
k 2 Kings, 25: 6, etc. 


Jer. 20:6. 





CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

12. From day even to night; day and night, 
that is, by a sickness that has no intermission. 
Compare Gren. 6:7, marginal reading. 

15. What shall I say? this verse xefers to 
God’s second message promising him restoration 
from his present sickness. Iv the bitterness of 
my soul; in humility and contrition, from the re- 
membrance of this chastisement. Ver. 17 

16. By these things—in all these things ; 
by God’s forgiving love and healing power. 

17. Cast all my sins behind thy back; for- 
given them. Hezekiah regards his sickness as a 
chastisement for his sins, Compare ver. 15. 

18. Cannot praise thee ; see note on Psa. 6:5. 
Hope for thy truth ; for the further manifestation 
of it in this world. 

22. Had said; see 2 Kings, 20: 8-11. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

12. No age, nor strength, nor station can exempt 
us from liability to sudden death in the midst of 
our cherished enterprises. It is our wisdom to hold 
ourselves always ready to leave this life, with all 
its labors, at God’s bidding. 
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14. The best relief in times of deep anguish, is to 
pour out our hearts to God in prayer. 

15. The remembrance of past afflictions should 
fill us with humility in view of the sinfulness which 
made them necessary, and with gratitude in view 
of God’s undeserved goodness in delivering us from 
them. 

18. Good men desire the continuance of life 
mainly for the opportunities which it gives of glo- 
rifying God before their fellow-men. 

urther instructions see in commentary on 2 
Kings, 20: 1-11. : 


CHAPTER XXXIX. 


1. Merodach-baladan ; called also Berodach- 
baladan, 2 Kings, 20:12. King,of Babylon; 
Babylon was at this time a dependency of Assyria, 
and governed by viceroys. But Merodach-baladan, 
as history informs us, sought to make himself inde- 
pendent. For this reason, probably, he courted the 
triendship of Hezekiah. . 

2. Was glad of them, and showed them; he 
was unduly elated in view of the attention shown 











The promulgation 
A.M. 32 7 And of thy sons that shall issue 


B. C. 712. 
from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall 
they take away; and *they shall be eu- 
nuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. 

8 Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, *Good 
is the word of the Lorp which thou hast 
spoken. He said moreover, For there 


shall be peace and truth in my days. 


CHAPTER XL. 


1 The promulgation of the gospel. 3 The preaching 
of John Baptist. 9 The preaching of the apostles. 
12 The prophet by the omnipotency of God, 18 and 
his incomparableness, 26 comforteth the people. 


OMFORT ° ye, comfort ye my people, 
saith your God. 

2 Speak ye tcomfortably to Jerusalem, 
and ery unto her, that her ? warfare is 
accomplished, that her iniquity is par- 
doned: for she hath received of the Lorp’s 
hand © double for all her sins. 

3 The ‘voice of him that crieth in- 
the wilderness, °Prepare ye the way of 
the Lorp, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. 


ISAIAH XL. 





4 Every valley shall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill shall be made 
low: and the ‘crooked shall be made’ 
straight, and the rough places !plain: | 

5 And the glory of the Lorn shall be re- 
vealed, and all flesh shall see zt together: 
for the mouth of the Lorp hath spoken zt. 

6 The voice said, Cry. And he said, 
What shall I ery? All flesh zs grass, 

* Fulfilled, Dan. 1:2-7. ®1Sam. 3:18.  » Heb. 6:17, 18. 
¢ Heb. to the heart. $ Or, appointed time. ¢ chap.61:7. 4 Mat. 
3:3. e Mal.3:1. f chap. 45:2. 4 Or,a straight place. || Or,a| 


ee secs. g Psa. 103:15; James 1:10, 11. h1 Peter, 1:24, 25. | 
i Mar 








of the gospel. 


and all the goodliness thereof is as the 
flower of the field: 

7 The grass withereth, the flower fad- 
eth; because the spirit of the Lorp blow- 
eth upon it: surely the people is grass. 

8 The * grass withereth, the flower fad- 
eth: but the! word of our God shall stand 
for ever. 

9 ¥ O *Zion, that bringest good tidings, 
get thee up into the high mountain ; O 
Jerusalem,! that bringest good tidings, 
lift up thy voice with strength; lift at 
up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of 
Judah, Behold your God! 

10 Behold, the Lord Gop will come 
with? strong hand, and his arm shall 
rule for him: behold, his ;reward ts 
with him, and $his work before him. 

11 He shall feed his flock hike a *shep- 
herd: he shall gather the lambs with his 
arm, and carry themin his bosom, and shall 
gently lead those that !iare with young. 

12 4] Who hath measured the waters 
in the hollow of his hand, and meted out 
heaven with the span, and comprehend- 
ed the dust of the earth in a *measure, 
and weighed the mountains in scales, 
and the hills in a balance? 

13 Who! hath directed the Spirit of 
the Lorn, or being his tcounsellor hath 
taught him ? 

14 With whom took he counsel, and 
who tinstructed him, and taught him in 
41:97. ¢ Or, thou that tellest good tidings to Jerusalem. — ¢ Or, 
against the strong. j Rev. 22:12. % Or, recompense for his 
work; chap. 49:4. & Psa. 23:1; John 10:11, {| Or, gtve suck, 


* Heb. tierce. 1 Rom. 11:34. | Heb. man of his counsel. + Heb. 
made him understand. 








13:31. * Or, thou that tellest good tidings to Zion; chap. | 
him by the king of Babylon, as well as of his own | 
power and riches. 2 Chron. 32:20. | 

7. Of thy sons—they shall be eunuchs ; this 
was fulfilled, not in his immediate offspring, but 
in their posterity. See Dan. 1:3, where by “the 
king’s seed” are meant the descendants of the 
Jewish kings. 

8. For there shall be peace ; he expresses his 
gratitude to God for this mitigation of the threat- 
ened chastisement. 

For Instructions, see 2 Kings 20: 12-19. 


CHAPTER XL. 


This and the remaining chapters of Isaiah were 
robably written by the prophet at a later period. 
heir immediate design was to comfort true be- 

lievers, in view of the Racy calamities with which 
God had visited his ancient covenant people for 
their sins, and the still heavier calamities that 
awaited them in the Babylonish captivity, which 
he had already foretold. But since that captivity 
was only one of a series of chastisements designed 
for the purification of God’s church; and her deliv- 
erance from it was to be but an earnest of higher 
deliverances in the more distant future, especiall 
of the great spiritual deliverance from sin each 
the incarnation and death of Jesus Christ, we 
must understand this portion of Isaiah, which 
makes one connected whole, as covering the entire 
history of the church to the end of time. Its great 
theme is expressed in the introductory verse : “‘ Com- 
fort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.” 





2. Double ; double chastisement; that is, ac- 
cording to the ordinary measure of God’s dealings 
with men. 

3. The voice of him that crieth in the wil- 
derness ; see Mat. 3:3; Mark 1:3; Luke 3:4; 
John 1:23. The mission of John the Baptist was 
a most striking fulfilment of this prophecy in a 
literal way. It is also fulfilled, more indirectly, 
in all those movements of God’s providence and 
Spirit by which he prepares the way for the revival 
ahi cause in regions of spiritual darkness and 
desolation. 

4. Every valley shall be exalted—the crooked 
shall be made straight, and the rough places 
plain; all obstacles to the redemption of God’s 
people shall be taken out of the way. 

6. The voice said, Cry ; the voice of Jehovah. 
He said; the messenger to whom Jehovah’s com- 
mand was directed. All flesh is grass; this, 
with the two following verses, contains Ged’s an- 
swer to the question, “ What shall I ery ?” 

8 The word of our God ; his word of promise 
to Zion, which is here contrasted with the frailty 
of man. 

9. Be not afraid; to announce the good tidings, 
for thou shalt not disappoint the hopes of those that 
hear them. 

10. His work ; or, as the margin, “his recom- 

nse for his work ;” that is, the recompense which 
a himself receives in his redeemed people. Com- 

re chap. 53:11, “He shall see of the travail of 
S soul and be satisfied.” 
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The glory of God 


the path of judgment, and taught him 
knowledge, and showed to him the way 
of *understanding ? 

15 Behold, the nations are as a drop of 
a bucket, and are counted as the small 
dust of the balance: behold, he taketh 
up the isles as a very little thing. 

16 And Lebanon is not sufficient to 
burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient 
for a burnt-offering. 

17 Allnations before him are as * noth- 
ing; and they are counted to him °less 
than nothing, and vanity. 

18 § To whom then will ye likenGod? or 
what®* likeness will ye compare unto him? 

19 The 4workman melteth a graven 
image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it 
over with gold, and casteth silver chains. 

20 He that tzs so impoverished that he 
hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will 
not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning 
workman to prepare a graven image, that 
shall not be moved. 

21 Have *ye not known? have ye not 
heard? hath it not been told fyou from 
the beginning? have ye not understood 
from the foundations of the earth ? 

22 Itt is he that sitteth upon the circle 
of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof 
are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out 
the €heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth 
them out as a tent to dwell in: 

23 That bringeth the princes to »noth- 
ing; he maketh the judges of the earth 
as vanity. 

24 Yea, they shall not be planted ; yea, 
they shall not be sown: yea, their stock 
shall not take root in the earth: and he 
shall also blow upon them, and they 
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is incomparable. 


shall wither, and the whirlwind 4,%:°3 
shall take them away as stubble. : 

25 To ‘whom then will ye liken me, 
or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. 

26 Lift up your eyes on high, and be- 
hold who hath created these things, that 
bringeth out their host by number: he 
calleth) them all by names by the great- 
ness of his might, for that he zs strong in 
power; not one faileth. 

27 Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and 
speakest, O Israel, * My way is hid from 
the Lorp, and my judgment is passed 
over from my God? 

28 Y Hast thou not known? hast thou 
not heard, that the everlasting God, the 
Lorp, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
fainteth! not, neither is weary ? ™there 
zs no searching of his understanding. 

29 He “giveth power to the faint; and 
to them that have no might he increaseth 
strength. 

30 Even the youths shall faint and be 
weary, and the young men shall utterly 
fall: 

31 But °they that wait upon the Lorp 
shall renew their Pstrength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall 4run, and not be weary; and they 
shall "walk, and not faint. 


CHAPTER XbI: 


1 God expostulateth with his people, about his mercies 
to the church, 10 about his promises, 21 and about 
the vanity of idols. 


ee ®silence before me, O islands; 
and let the people renew their 
strength: let them come near; then let 
them speak: let us come near together 
to judgment. 





a Dan. 4:35. b Psa. 62:9. 


Ei ekes Voy frat arst Ao BS 


Psa. 107:40. i Deut. 4:23, etc. j Psa. 147:4. k Psa. 77:7, etc. 
I chap. 59:1. m Psa. 147:5; Rom, 11:33. n2Cor 12:9. o Psa. 
% Heb. change. p Psa. 103:5. 4 Heb, 12:1. 


rt Micah 4:5. 8 Zech. 2:13. 





22. Upon the circle of the earth; upon the 
vault of the heavens extended over the earth. 

26. Not one fatleth ; not one of the heavenly 
host fails to appear in its appointed place. 

27. Why sayest thou, O Jacob? from God’s 
infinite perfections, the Prope argues that he can- 
not neglect his people. My way; the way in 
which I go; that is, my situation. Hzd from the 
Lord; out of his sight and mind. My judg- 
ment ; my cause, which ought to come before him 
as “the Judge of all the earth.” Is passed over 
from my God; has been neglected by him. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. God has always a message of comfort for his 
people, even in times of deep affliction; the end of 
all his dealings with them is their establishment 
in holiness and happiness. 

3-5. When the set time for Zion’s enlargement has 
come, God provides men and means for the work, 
and removes all obstacles to its accomplishment. 

6-8. The successive generations of men pass 
away like the flowers of spring; but God’s promise 
to his church stands fast for ever, and he will make 
her “an eternal excellency, a joy of many genera- 
tions.” Chap. 60:15. 
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11. Our covenant God and Saviour unites with 
the majesty of an omnipotent King the gentleness 
and tender care of a shepherd. Chap. 42:3. 

12-22, 25-28. God’s infinite perfections insure 
the fulfilment of all his promises to his peoples 
His power is absolute, and can be hindered by no 
obstacles; his understanding is infinite, and he 
cannot err or be in perplexity in respect to the 
means he shall employ; his goodness and truth 
are eternal, and he will not alter his covenant with 
those who love him. In the darkest days of adver- 
sity they may rest assured that he is doing all 
things well in their behalf. 

23, 24. The plans of men are under God’s con- 
trol, and he establishes or overthrows them accord- 
ing to his own pleasure, without interfering with 
their freedom and responsibility as the accountable 
subjects of his government. 

29-31. Despondency in God's service is sinful 
and unreasonable, for he is both able and ready to 
bestow upon his servants any measure of strength 
and wisdom which their necessities may demand. 


2 Cor. 12:9. 
CHAPTER XLUl. 
1. O islands; the coasts and islands of the 

















God encourageth 


4 M.s20, 9 Who raised up *the righteous 
man from the east, *called him to his foot, 
gave” the nations before him, and made 
him rule over kings? he gave them as 
the dust to his sword, and as driven 
stubble to his bow. 

3 He pursued them, and passed f safely ; 
even by the way that he had not gone 
with his feet. 

4 Who hath wrought and done tt, calling 
the generations from the beginning? I the 
Lorp, the “first, and with the last; Lam he. 

5 The isles saw it, and feared ; the ends 
of the earth were afraid, drew near, and 


“came. 


6 They helped every one his neighbor; 
and every one said to his brother, Be +of 
good courage. 

7 So ‘the carpenter encouraged $ the 
goldsmith, and he that smootheth with the 
hammer !' him that smote the anvil, *say- 
ing, It is ready for the soldering: and he 
fastened it with nails, that it should not 
be moved. 

8 But thou, Israel, art my servant, Ja- 
cob whom I have chosen, the seed of 
Abraham my f friend. 

9 Thou whom I have taken from the 
ends of the earth, and called thee trom 
the chief men thereof, and said unto thee, 
Thou art my servant; | have chosen thee, 
and not cast thee away. 

10 4] Fear &thou not; for I am ® with 
thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy 
God: I will ‘strengthen thee; yea, I will 
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of my righteousness. 

11 Behold, all they that were incensed 
against thee shall be /ashamed and con- 
founded: they shall be as nothing; and 
they t that strive with thee shall perish. 

12 Thou shalt seek them, and shalt 
not find them, even + them that contended 
with thee: /they that war against thee 
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his people’s faith. 


shall be as nothing, and as a thing of 
naught. 

13 For I the Lorp thy God will hold 
thy * right hand, saying unto thee, Fear 
not; I will help thee. 

14 Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye 
men! of Israel; I will help thee, saith 
the Lorn, and thy Redeemer, the Holy 
One of Israel. 

15 Behold, I will make thee a new sharp 
threshing instrument having *teeth: thou 
shalt thresh the! mountains, and beat them 
small, and shalt make the hills as chaff. 

16 Thou shalt "fan them, and the wind 
shall carry them away, and the whirl- 
wind shall scatter them: and thou shalt 
rejoice" in the Lorn, and shalt °glory in 
the Holy One of Israel. 

17 When the poor and needy seck water, 
and there is none, and their tongue faileth 
for thirst, I the Lorp will hear them, I 
the God of Israel will not forsake them. 

18 I will open Privers in high places, 
and fountains in the midst of the valleys: 
|I will make the 4 wilderness a pool of wa- 
iter, and the dry land springs of water. 

19 [| will ‘plant in the wilderness the 
cedar, the shittah-tree, and the myrtle, 
-and the oil-tree: I will set in the desert 
the fir-tree, and the pine, and the box-tree 
together: 
| 20 That they may see, and know, and 
‘consider, and understand together, that 
‘the hand of the Lorn hath done this, and 
‘the Holy One of Israel hath created it. 

_ 21 Producet your cause, saith the Lorp; 
bring forth your strong reasons, saith the 
King of Jacob. 

22 Let them ‘bring them forth, and 
show us what shall happen: let them 
show the former things, what they be, 
that we may ‘eonsider them, and know 
the latter end of them; or declare us 
things for to come. 








e Rev. 1:17; 22: 


Or, the founder. || Or, the smiting. * Or, saying of the solder, 
tisgood. ¢ Psa. 135:4. f 2Chron. 20:7; James 2:23. g ver. 
13:14; chap. 43:5. h Deut. 31:6,8. ichap. 40:29, j chap. 





Mediterranean, and generally the remote regions 
of the west. Let the people renew their strength; 
God challenges the heathen nations to vindicate 
before him, if the can, the claims of their deities. 

2. Who raised up—called him to his foot ; or, 
“Who raised up from the east him whom righteous- 
ness called to its foot.” The reference is to Cyrus, 
whom God's righteousness, that is, his faithful- 
ness to his covenant people, called to execute its 

ses. 

4. Calling the generations, calling them into 
being. With the last; enduring while creation 
endures, that is, for ever. 

5. Saw it; the display of the attributes of God, 
mentioned verses 2, 3. Feared; for the cause of 
their idols. Drew near, and came; to encour- 

and help each other in the maintenance of 


idolatry. 


45:24; Zech. 12:3. + Heb. the men of thy strife. $ Heb. the men 
of thy contention, @ Heb, the menofthy war, k Deut.33 : 26-29. 
|| Or, few men, * Heb, mouths. 1 Micah 4:13, m Mat. 3:12, 1 Rom, 
5:11. ochap, 45:25. p Psa. 105:41. q Psa. 107:35. r chap. 55:13. 
+ Heb. Cause to come near. 8 John 13:19. ¢ Heb. set our heart upon. 





9. From the chief men thereof; or, “from 
the extremities thereof.” The reference seems to 
be to the calling of Abraham. 

15. I will make thee; will cause thee to be- 
A new sharp threshing instrument having 
teeth ; a threshing sledge, armed with points of 
iron or stone, which was drawn by oxen over the 
corn to separate the grain from the ear. 

18, 19. I will open rivers—plant in the wil- 
derness ; the wilderness is a symbol of adversity 
and affliction, as its conversion into well-watered 
and fruitful fields is of returning prosperity and 
comfort. 

21. Produce your cause ; another challenge to 
the worshippers of idols. 

22. The former things; ancient prophecies. 
Know the latter end of them; compare the issue 





with the prophecies, so as to judge whether they 
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Vanity of idols. 


23 Show the things that are to come 
hereafter, that we may know that ye are 
gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we 
may be dismayed, and behold zt together. 

24 Behold, ye are *of nothing, and your 
work tof naught: an abomination is he 
that chooseth you. 

25 I have * raised up one from the north, 
and he shall come: from the rising of 
the sun shall he call upon my name: 
and he shall come upon princes as upon 
mortar, and as the potter treadeth clay. 

26 Who hath declared from the begin- 
ning, that we may know? and before- 
time, that we may say, He ts righteous ? 
yea, there 1s none that showeth, yea, 
there is none that declareth, yea, there is 
none that heareth your words. 

27 The first shall say to Zion, Behold, 
behold them: and I will give to Jerusa- 
lem »one that bringeth © good tidings. 

28 For! beheld, and there was no man ; 
even among them, and there was no coun- 
sellor, that, when I asked of them, could 
answer? a word. 

29 Behold, they are all vanity; their 
works are nothing: their molten images 
are wind and confusion. 
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The office of Christ. 
CHAPTER XLII. “'G'it 


1 The office of Christ, graced with meekness and con- 
stancy. 5 God’s promise unto him. 10 An exhorta- 
tion to praise God for his gospel. 17 He reproveth 
the people of incredulity. 


pe oa my servant, whom | uphold ; 
mine ‘elect, 71 whom my soul °de- 
lighteth ; I have put my Spirit upon him: 
he shall bring forth judgment to the Gen- 
tiles. 

2 He shall not ery, nor lift up, nor cause 
his voice to be heard in the street. 

3 A bruised reed shall he not break, and 
the $smoking flax shall he not !! quench: 
he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. 

4 He shall not fail nor be * discouraged, 
till he have set judgment in the earth: 
and the isles shall wait for ‘his law. 

5 4 Thus saith God the Lorp, he that 
created the heavens, and stretched them 
out; he that spread forth the earth, and 
that which cometh out of it; he that giv- 
eth breath unto the people upon it, and 
spirit to them that walk therein : 

6 I the Lorp have called thee in right- 
eousness, and will hold thy hand, and 
will keep thee, and give thee for a cove- 
nant of the people, for a Slight of the 
Gentiles ; 





* Or, worse than nothing. ft Or, worse than of a viper. aver. 2. 
b chap. 40:9. ¢ Luke 2:10,11. $ Heb. return. d Eph. 1:4. 


e Mat. 17:5. Or, dimly burning. || Heb. quench it. * Heb. 
broken. € Gen. 49:10. g Luke 2:32; Acts 13:47. 





have been fulfilled. The prophet challenges the 
votaries of idols either to produce their former 
prophecies that have been fulfilled, or to foretell the 
future. 

25. I have raised wp; in purpose: this is a 
prediction of Cyrus. From the north—from the 
rising of the sun; Cyrus came from the north 
with respect to Babylon, but his kingdom was east- 
ward with respect to Jerusalem, towards which place 
his invocation of Jehovah’s name must be directed. 
Shall he call upon my name; compare Ezra 
1: 1-4. 

26. Who hath declared; the coming of Cyrus. 
Righteous; in his claim to be a true God; or, “it 
is righteous,” that is, true. Heareth your words ; 
your words of prophecy; none has ever heard from 
your lips true prophetic announcements. 

27. The first shall say; or, “I am the first 
who has said.” Them; the predicted events. 

28. Among them; among the patrons of idol- 
atry. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. God invites men to the fullest investigation of 
his claims and the claims of his word. The cause 
of truth challenges free discussion. It is error that 
loves darkness and concealment. 

2. “ Known unto God are all his works from the 
beginning of the world.” To him the victories of 
Cyrus, and the deliverance of his covenant people 
through his instrumentality, were as certain in the 
days of Isaiah as of Zerubbabel; and he therefore 
spoke of them by the prophet as already existing. 

7. Great indeed is the folly of idolaters, who 
trust for salvation to the gods which smiths and 
carpenters have made; but it is no greater than 
that of every worldly man who gives to earthly 
objects his supreme love and confidence. 

15. Of herself the church of Christ is only an 
earthen vessel, but within her dwells the excellency 
of divine power. No array of human forces can 
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stand against her, more than chaff can resist the 
whirlwind. 

17. Seasons of deep distress have often been to 
God’s people the dawn of a bright and glorious 
day; they have thus been withdrawn from every 
worldly confidence, and led to seek deliverance 
from God by deep repentance and earnest suppli- 
cation. 

18-20. God is the fountain of life and power. 
It is easy for him to change the wilderness into a 
fruitful field for his people, and he will do it for the 
glory of his own name. 

2i-29. The numerous prophecies recorded in the 
Bible which have been fulfilled, or are now in fulfil- 
ment, are God’s witness to the truth of Christian- 
ity: a witness which no other religion is able to 


produce. 
CHAPTER XLII. 

1. My servant; the Messiah. Mat. 12: 18-21. 
The reference to Cyrus in the preceding chapter 
naturally prepared the way for the mention of one 
greater than Cyrus. ; 

2. Lift up; his voice; he shall be quiet and 
unassuming. 

3. A bruised reed; which the slightest violence 
might break. The smoking flax; the dimly 
burning wick. He shall deal gently with the igno- 
rant and feeble-minded. Compare chap. 40: 11. 
Unto truth ; in accordance with truth. 

4. The isles; see note on chap. 41:1. Shall 
wait; in the spirit of obedience. The general 
reception of the gospel by the western nations 1s @ 
striking fulfilment of this prophecy. 

5. He that created—spirrt to them that walk 
therein; the divine power set forth in this verse 
is a pledge that the promise contained in the fol- 
lowing verse shall be fulfilled. eae. 

6. A covenant of the people; the mediation of 
God’s new covenant with the people. Jer. 31: 31-34, 
compared with Heb. 8: 6-13. 

















Joy in God’s praise. 


A.M. 292. 7 To open the blind eyes, to bring 
out* the prisoners from the prison, and 
them that sit in "darkness out of the 
prison-house. 

8 I am the “Lorn; that ts my name: 
and ‘my glory willI not give to another, 
neither my praise to graven images. 

9 Behold, the former things are come 
to pass, and new things do I declare: 
before® they spring forth I tell you of 
them. 

10 Sing unto the Lorp a fnew song, 
and his praise from the end of the earth, 
ye that go down to the sea, and *all that 
is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants 
thereof. 

11 Let the wilderness and the cities 
thereof lift up their voice, the villages 
that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabi- 
tants of the rock sing, let them shout 
from the top of the mountains. 

12 Let &them give glory unto the Lorp, 
and declare his praise in the islands. 

13 The Lorp shall go forth as a mighty 
man, he shall stir up jealousy like a® man 
of war:, he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall 
prevail? against his enemies. 

14 I have long time holden my peace ; 
I have been still, and refrained myself: 
now: willl ery like a travailing woman; 
I will destroy and #devour at once. 

15 I will make waste/mountains and 
hills, and dry up all their herbs; and | 
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Unbelief reproved. 


will make the rivers islands, and I will 
dry up the pools. 

16 And *I will bring the 'blind by a 
way that they knew not; I will lead 
them in™paths that they have not known: 
I will make darkness light before them, 
and crooked things Iistraight. These 
things will I "do unto them, and °not 
forsake them. 

17 4] They ? shall be turned back, they 
shall be greatly ashamed, that trust in 
graven images, that say to the molten 
images, Ye are our gods. 

18 Hear,4ye deaf; and look, ye blind, 
that ye may see. 

19 Who zs blind, but my servant? or 
deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who 
is blind as he that is perfect, and blind 
as the Lorn’s servant? 

20 Seeing many things, but thou ob- 
servest not; opening the ears, but he 
heareth not. 

21 The Lorp is well pleased for ‘his 
righteousness’ sake; he will tmagnity 
the law, and make *it honorable. 

22 But this 7s a people robbed and 
spoiled ;* they are all of them snared in 
holes, and they are hid in prison-houses : 
they are for a prey, and none delivereth ; 
for a +spoil, and none saith, Restore. 

23 Who among you will give ear to 
this? who will hearken and hear for $ the 
time to come? 





a2Tim. 2:26. b1Pet.2:9. ¢ Psa. 8:18. 
e Acts 15:18. { Rev.5:9. * Heb. the fulness thereof. 
117:1. bh Ex. 15:3. ¢ Or, behave himself mightily. i Job 
$2:18-20. +t Heb. swallow, or supup. j chap. 49:11. k Hosea 
2:14. 1 Eph. 5:8, m Hosea 2:6. || Heb. into straightness. 


d chap, 48: 11. 
g Psa, 


mn Ezek. 14-03) .o Hebil3c6.. psPsa. 978 7: q chap. 6:10. 
r John 9:39; Rev.3:17, 18. 8s Psa.71: 16,19; Rom. 10:3, 4; 
Phil. 3:9. ¢ Mat.5:17. * Or, him; John 17:1. ua chap. 18:2. 


+ Or, in snaring all the young men of them. $ Heb. treading. 


@ Heb. the after time. 





7. To open the blind eyes—out of the prison- 
house ; he is the Redeemer from spiritual blindness 
and bondage. 

8. My glory will I not give to another—to 
graven images; by allowing the cause of idolatry 
to triumph. Thus God pledges his own glory for 
the success of the Messiah and his kingdom. 

9. The former things; the things formerly 
predicted. 

10. A new song ; for the new things declared. 

11. Kedar ; see note on chap. 21: 16. 

13. Jealousy ; zeai; that is, his own zeal. Com- 
pare chap. 9:7; 37:32, where the word in the 


original is the same. 

fd. Holden my peace ; 
of my people. 

15. Will make waste mountains and hills ; 
will make desolate the enemies of Zion. This is 
the opposite of what God promises to his own peo- 
ple. See chap. 41:18, 19, and note. 

16. I will bring the blind ; compare ver. 7. 

19. My servant ; Israel, the covenant people of 
_ God. “The servant of the Lord” signifies, in its 
widest sense, any minister of his will, though he 
be ignorant of God as Nebuchadnezzar, Jeremiah 
43:10. Compare Ezek. 29: 18-20. In a more 

ial sense it is applied, particularly in this part 
of Isaiah, (1,) to God’s visible covenant people, “ Is- 
rael after the flesh,” as in this verse, chap. 43: 22, 
and often elsewhere; (2,) to the body of true be- 
lievers, “ the Israel of God,” contained within the 
outward Israel, chap. 44:1, 3, etc.; (3,) to Christ the 


not interposed in behalf 





Head of the church, as in the present chapter, ver. 
1-7, chap. 52: 13-15, with the whole 53d chap- 
ter, and elsewhere. And as Christ and his true 
church are one body, John 15:1-7; 17:21, 23; 
Eph. 1:23, it is often both difficult and unneces- 
sary to determine whether the words “ my servant” 
apply to Christ alone, or to Christ's body as quick- 
ened and sanctified by its union with him. Jy 
messenger ; Israel, whom God appointed to make 
the Gentiles see and hear his truth, has himself 
become blind and deaf. Perfect ; in respect to his 
rivileges and outward relations to God. Compare 
fat. 11: 23. 

20. Seeing—thou observest not ; compare chap. 
6:9, 10. 

21. Is well pleased ; it is his good pleasure to 
do what is expressed in the last clause of the verse. 
For his righteousness’ sake ; his covenant people 
having forfeited all claim to his favor by their sins, 
he will do this for the glory of his own name and 
character. Will magnify the law; will put. 
honor upon it by all his dealings with his people, 
and, in a most emphatic sense, by the mission and 
propitiatory death of his Son. 

92-295. This is a people robbed—he laid it not 
to heart ; these words describe the character and 

unishment of the outward Israel. Compare chap. 


:11, 12. 
je INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-4. The kingdom of Christ “ cometh not with 
observation,” but by the gentle and quiet influences 
of his word and Spirit operating within the soul. 
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God comforteth 


24 Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and 
Israel to the robbers? did not the Lorp, 
he* against whom we have sinned? for 
they would not walk in his ways, neither 
were they obedient unto his law. 

25 Therefore he hath poured upon him 
the fury of his anger, and the strength 
of battle: and it hath set him on ? fire 
round about, °yet he knew not; and it 
burned him, yet he laid zt not to heart. 


CHAPTER XLIII. 


The Lord comforteth the church with his promises. 
8 He appealeth to the people for witness of his om- 
nipotency. 14 He foretelleth them the destruction of 
Babylon. 18 And his wonderful deliverance of his 
people. 22 He reproveth the people as inexcusable. 


UT “now thus saith the Lorp that 


—_ 


created thee, O Jacob, and he that 


formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I 


have redeemed thee, I have called thee | 


by thy name; thou art mine. 

2 When® thou passest through the Swa- 
ters, I will be with thee; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: 
when thou walkest through the &fire, thou 
shalt not be burned; neither shall the 
flame kindle upon thee. 

3 For I am the Lorn thy God, the Holy 
One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave ® Egypt 
for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for 
thee. 

4 Since thou wast precious in my sight, 
thou hast been honorable, and I have 
loved thee: therefore will I give men for 
thee, and people for thy *life. 

5 Fear not; for lam with thee: I will 
bring thy seed from the east, and gather 
thee from the west: 


ISAIAH XLIIl. 


his church. 


6 I will say to the north, Give *,%°% 
up; and to the south, Keep not back: 
bring! my sons from far, and my daugh- 
ters from the ends of the earth; 

7 Even every one that is/called by my 
name: for I have created him for my 
glory, I have formed him; yea, I have 
made* him. 

8 § Bring forth the 'blind people that 
have eyes, and the deaf that have ears. 

9 Let all the nations be gathered to- 

gether, and let the people be assembled : 
'who among them ean declare this, and 
‘show us former things? let them bring 
forth their witnesses, that they may be 
justified: or let them hear, and say, It 2s 
truth. 
10 Ye are ™my witnesses, saith the 
-Lorp, and my "servant whom I have 
chosen; that ye may know and believe 
me, and understand that lam he: before 
me° there was tno God formed, neither 
shall there be after me. 

11 I, even I, am the Lorn; and beside 
me there is no P saviour. 

12 I have declared, and have saved, 
and I have showed, when there was no 
strange god among you: therefore ye are 
my witnesses, saith the Lorn, that I am 
God. 

13 Yea, before the day waslam he; and 
there is none that can deliver out of my 
hand: I will work, and4 who shall let it? 

14 ¥ Thus saith the Lorp, your Re- 
deemer, the Holy One of Israel: For your 
sake I have sent to Babylon, and have 
brought down all their Snobles, and the 
Chaldeans, whose cry zs in the ships. 








a Judg. 2:14; Neh. 9:26,27. b Deut. 32:22, 
d Jer, 33: 24-26. e Psa.66:12. f Acts 27: 20-25, 
D7. “ho Prov. 218; <2 On, person..1-chap. 18:47. 


c Hosea 7:9. 
g Dan. 3: 25, 
j James 2:7, 


k Eph. 2:10. 1 Ezek. 12:2. m chap. 44:8, nm Phil.2:7. o Col. 
1:17. + Or, nothing formed of God. yp Hosea 13:4; Acts 4:12. 
q chap. 46:10; Dan.4:35. $ Heb. turn it back. Q Heb. bars. 





Great outward changes and revolutions accompany 
its progress in the world, but amid all these it 
remains “like leaven, which a woman took and hid 
in three measures of meal, till the whole was leav- 
ened.” Luke 13: 21. 

5-8. God’s glory is pledged to establish Christ’s 
kingdom over all the earth, and to give deliverance 
and salvation to every sinner who commits his soul 
to his hands. 

10-16. The same mighty movements of God’s 
providence and Spirit which bring salvation and 
rejoicing to his church, carry desolation and destruc- 
tion into the hosts of her enemies. While they 
weep and wail over the fall of Satan’s kingdom, 
she shouts “Alleluia,” as its smoke rjses up for 
ever and ever. Rey. chap. 18, and 19: 1-6. 

17-25. The hope of God’s people is his zeal for 
the glory of his own name. He will not give them 
over to final corruption and ruin, but will, from 
time to time, purify them by severe judgments, and 
thus prepare the way for the extension of Christ’s 
kingdom over all the earth. 


CHAPTER XLIII. 


1. O Jacob—Israel ; Jacob and Israel “ accord- 
ing to the election of grace.” The judgments upon 


the outward Israel, described at the close of the 
preceding chapter, had for their end the sanctifica- 
tion and enlargement of the true Israel. Hence 
the transition from the former to the latter is both 
natural and beautiful. Such transitions are very 
frequent in the prophets. 

3. Ethiopia and Seba; regions adjacent to 
Egypt. God sacrificed Egypt, at the exodus, to 
the welfare of his people, and he has often re- 
peated this sacrifice in the case of the nations that 
have arrayed themselves against his church. 

7. Created him—made him; in a spiritual 
sense. 

8. Bring forth ; that they may maintain their 
cause before God. Compare chap. 41:1. The 


atry, as the next verse shows. 

9. This; which I have predicted and brought 
to pass; that is, who can show like predictions? 
Former things ; former prophecies. atnesses ; 
to their prophecies. Let them hear ; my witnesses 
to my prophecies. 

14, Sent to Babylon; by the Persians and 
Medes. Brought down; humbled. Cry; the 
reference is to the shouts or songs of the mariners 
as they pursue their business. 
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blind people that have eyes; the patrons of idol- 
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The people of God 


A Ms 15 Lamthe Lorp, your Holy One, 
the Creator of Israel, your King. 

16 Thus saith the Lorp, which * mak- 
eth a way in the sea, and a path in the 
mighty waters ; 

17 Which bringeth forth the chariot and 
horse, the army and the power; they 
shall lie down together, they shall not 
rise: they are extinct, they are quenched 
as tow. 

18 4] Remember ye notthe former things, 
neither consider the things of old. 

19 Behold, I will do a new thing ; now 
it shall spring forth; shall ye not know 
it? Iwill even make a way in the wil- 
derness, and rivers in the desert. 

20 The beast of the field shall honor 
me, the dragons and the *owls: because 
I give waters in the wilderness, and riv- 
ers in the desert, to give drink to my 
people, my chosen. 

21 This people have I formed for my- 
self; they shall "show forth my praise. 

22 “| But thou hast not called upon me, 
O Jacob; but thou hast been © weary of, 
me, O Israel. 

23 Thou hast not brought me the ¢small | 
cattle of thy burnt-offerings; neither hast | 
thou honored me with thy sacrifices. I, 
have not caused thee to ‘serve with an. 
offering, nor wearied thee with incense. | 

24 Thou hast bought me no sweet cane. 
with money, neither hast thou # filled me 
with the fat of thy sacrifices: but thou 

a Ex. 14: 16,22; Psa. 77:19. * Or, ostriches; Heb. daughters 
of the owl. » Eph. 1:6,12. ¢ Mal. 1:13. + Heb. lambs, or kids. 


Mat. 11 : 30. Heb. made me drunk, or abundantly moistened. 
e Mal. 2:17. ¢ Jer.50:20; Acts 3:19. g Ezek.36: 22,32. b Jer. 











16,17. Maketh a way in the sea—bringeth | 
forth the chariot and horse ; as in the overthrow 
of Pharaoh. They shall lie down together; all, 
the opponents of Israel shall perish as did Pha- 
raoh’s host. Tow; a flaxen wick. Chap. 42:3. 

18. Remember ye not the former things ; be- | 
cause of the surpassing glory of the new. Com- | 
pare Jer. 16:14, 15; 2 Cor. 3. 10. | 

20. Dragons ; in the sense of wild animals, as | 
jackals. 

22-25. Hast not called wpon me—for mine, 
own sake; this great redemption is wholly un- | 
deserved. God does it for the glory of his own) 
name. 

27. Thy first father; Adam. The meaning 
is, that Israel’s teachers have imitated Adam’s 
apostasy, and led the people also into apostasy. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. God will not allow any calamity, however 
great, to overwhelm his true children; but will 
graciously sustain and comfort them under it, grant 
them in due time deliverance from it, and make it 
subservient to their highest welfare. 

3, 4. God governs the world for the good of his 
church. For her, empires rise and fall, and battles 
are lost and won. Every power that arrays itself 
against her must perish for her sake. Ver. 14-17. 

7. It is for his own glory that God begins and 
carries forward the work of redemption in men’s 
souls, and he will make every ransomed spirit in 
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heaven an eternal monument of his praise. 


reproved, and consoled. 


hast made me to serve with thy sins, thou 
hast *wearied me with thine iniquities. 

25 I, even I, am he that ‘blotteth out 
thy transgressions for mine own sake, 
and will not remember thy sins. 

26 Put mein remembrance: let us plead 
together: declare thou, that thou mayest 
be ‘justified. 

27 Thy first father hath sinned, and thy 
teachers) have transgressed against me. 

28 Therefore I have profaned the |! prin- 
ces of the sanctuary, and have given Ja- 
cob to the curse, and Israel to reproaches. 


CHAPTER XLIV. 


1 God comforteth the church with his promises. 7 The 
vanity of idols, 9 and folly of idol-makers. 2L He 
exhorteth to praise God for his redemption and omnip- 
otency. 


ET now hear, O Jacob my servant ; 
and Israel, whom | have chosen: 

2 Thus saith the Lorp that made thee, 
and formed thee from the womb, which 
will ihelp thee: Fear not, O Jacob, my 
servant; and thou, *Jeshurun, whom I 
have 'chosen. 

3 For™ I] will pour water upon him that 
is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: 
I will pour my Spirit upon thy "seed, and 
my blessing upon thine offspring: 

4 And they shall °spring upas among the 
grass, as willows by the water-courses. 

5 One Pshall say, 1 am the Lorn’s; and 
another shall eall himself by the name 
of Jacob; and another shall subscribe 


31: 34. i Rom. 8: 33. a Heb. interpreters ; Mal. 2: 7, 8. “| Or, 
holy princes. j Psa. 46:5; Heb. 4:16, k Deut. 32:15. 1 Rom. 
8:30; Eph.l:4; 1 Thes. 1:4. m John 7:38, © chap. 5): 21. 


o Acts 2:41. p Jer. 60:5; 2 Cor. 8: 5. 





11-13. All who give to God their supreme love 
and confidence receive from him abundant proofs, 
in their own blessed experience, that he has power 
to help in every extremity: all who depart from 


him shall be made to feel that besides him there is 


no Saviour. 

18. The revelation of redemption is “as the shin- 
ing light, that shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day.” The light under which we live excels 
in brightness that which was. enjoyed by ancient 
patriarchs and prophets, yet we see but the dawn 
of the glory which is reserved for the latter days 
of Zion, and even that glory shall be swallowed up 
in the everlasting brightness of the new Jeru- 
salem. 

22.25, Neither Zion, nor any one of her children, 
has any thing to mention before God but unfaith- 
fulness, lukewarmness, and iniquities without num- 
ber. He has mercy upon his people, not for their 
sake, but for his own name’s sake ; so that to him 
belongs all the praise, and to them shame and con- 
fusion of face. 

26-28. The severest rebukes that come upon 
God’s people are less than their itn eh deserve. 
They should therefore be borne with humility and 
submission, and deliverance from them sought by 
confession and repentance. 


CHAPTER XLIV. 


2. Jeshurun; a term of endearment applied to 
Israel. Deut. 32:15; 33:5. 
883 


Folly of the 


with his hand unto the Lorp, and sur- 
name himself by the name of Israel. 

6 Thus saith the Lorp the King of Is- 
rael, and his *Redeemer the Lorp of 
hosts; °I am the first, and I am the last; 
and © beside me there ts no God. 

7 And ¢who, as I, shall call, and shall 
declare it, and set it in order for me, 
since I appointed the ancient people? 
and the things that are coming, and shall 
come, let them show unto them. 

8 Fear °ye not, neither be afraid: have 
not I told thee from that time, and have 
declared zt? ye are even ‘my witnesses. 
Is there a *God beside me? yea, there is 
no God; I know not any. 

9 | They &that make a graven image 
are all of them vanity ; and their + de- 
lectable things shall not profit; and they 
are their own witnesses; they see not, 
nor know; that they may be ashamed. 

10 Who hath formed a god, or molten 
a graven image that is "profitable for 
nothing ? 

11 Behold, all his fellows shall be 
ashamed ;' and the workmen, they are of 
men: let them all be gathered together, 
let them stand up; yet they shall fear, 
and they shall be ashamed together. 

12 The jsmith with #the tongs both 
worketh in the coals, and fashioneth it 
with hammers, and worketh it with the 
strength of his arms: yea, he is hungry, 
and his strength faileth: he drinketh no 
water, and is faint. 

13 The carpenter stretcheth out his 
rule; he marketh it out with a line; he 
fitteth it with planes, and he marketh it 
out with the compass, and maketh it after 
the figure of a man, according to the 
beauty of a man; that it may remain in 
the house. 

14 He heweth him down cedars, and 
taketh the cypress and the oak, which 
he $strengtheneth for himself among the 
trees of the forest: he planteth an ash, 
and the rain doth nourish zt. 

15 Then shall it be for a man to burn: 
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makers of idols. 


for he will take thereof, and warm *;,%; 
himself; yea, he kindleth zt, and baketh 
bread; yea, he maketh a god, and wor- 
shippeth zt ; he maketh it a graven image, 
and falleth down thereto. 

16 He burneth part thereof in the fire ; 
with part thereof he eateth flesh; he 
roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, he 
warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am 
warm, I have seen the fire: 

17 And the residue thereof he maketh 
a god, even his graven image: he falleth 
down unto it, and worshippeth it, and 
prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me; 
for thou art my god. 

18 They ‘have not known nor under- 
stood: !for he hath | shut their eyes, that 
they cannot see; and their hearts, that 
they cannot understand. 

19 And none *considereth in “his heart, 
neither is there knowledge nor under- 
standing to say, I have burned part of it 
in the fire; yea, also | have baked bread 
upon the coals thereof; I have roasted 
flesh, and eaten 2t: and shall I make the 
residue thereof an abomination? shall I 
fall down to tthe stock of a tree? 

20 He feedeth on ashes: a deceived 
heart" hath turned him aside, that he 
cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there 
not a lie in my right hand ? 

21 | Remember these, O Jacob and Is- 
rael; for thou art my servant: I have 
formed thee; thou art my servant: O 
Israel, thou shalt not be °forgotten of me. 

22 I have blotted ? out, as a thick cloud, 
thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy 
sins: return unto me; for I have redeem- 
ed ‘thee. 

23 Sing, O ye ‘heavens; for the Lorp 
hath done zt: shout, ye lower parts of 
the earth: break forth into singing, ye 
mountains,’ O forest, and every tree 
therein: for the Lorp hath redeemed 
Jacob, and ‘glorified himself in Israel. 

24 Thus "saith the Lorn, thy Redeemer, 
and he that formed thee ’ from the womb, 
I am the Lorp that maketh all things ; 





a chap. 43:14. b Rev.1:8, 17. ¢ Deut. 4:35, 39; 32:39. 
d chap. 46:9,10. e© Prov. 3:25,26. £1John5:10. * Heb, 
rock; Deut. 32:4. g chap. 41:24,29. f Heb.desirable. h Hab. 
2:18; 1Cor. 8:4. i Psa.97:7. j chap. 40:19,etc. f Or, an 
aze. % Or, taketh courage. k chap. 45:20. Il chap. 6:9, 10. 


|| Heb. daubed. * Heb. setteth to. m Hosea7:2. + Heb. that 
which comes of. 0 Hosea 4:12; Rom. 1:21; 2 Thes, 2:11. 
o chap, 49:14, 15.- p chap, 1:18; Psa, 103:12. 4:1 Cor. 6:20; 
1 Pet. 1:18; Rev.5:9. r Psa. 96:11,12; Rev. 18:20. s Ezek. 
36:1,8. t chap. 55:13, u ver.6. v Gal. 1:15. 





7. Call; command into being. Declare it ; 
announce it beforehand. For me; Jehovah both 
ordains and foretells the course of coming events for 
his people; he challenges the false gods to do the 
same. The ancient people; either the ancestors 
of the human race, or those of the Israelitish people. 

8. Fear ye not; the idol-gods, which have no 
power either to do or to foretell. From that 
time ; that is, “ since I appointed the ancient peo- 
ple.” Ver. 7. Told—declared ; the course of 
coming events. 

9. Delectable things ; idols in which they de- 
light. 
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14. Strengtheneth for himself ; has nourished 


by culture. 
18. He hath shut; God: hath shut. Chap. 
Nor 


6:10; John 12:40. 

20. Deliver his soul ; from its delusion. 
say ; he has not understanding enough to ask him- 
self this question. In my right hand; the right 
hand is mentioned as the instrument of action: to 
have a lie in the right hand, is to be occupied with 
a lie; that is, with the service of idols, which are 
themselves false, and which deceive those who put 
their trust in them. 

21. These; these proofs of the vanity of idols. 














Prophecies 


ie Ay that* stretcheth forth the heavens 
alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth 
by myself; 

25 That >frustrateth the tokens of the 
liars, and maketh diviners mad; that 
turneth wise men backward, and mak- 
eth their knowledge foolish ; 

26 That* confirmeth the word of his 
servant, and performeth the counsel of 
his messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, 
Thou shalt be inhabited; and to the 
cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I 
will raise up the *decayed places thereof: 

27 That saith to the deep, Be dry, and 
I will dry up thy rivers: 

28 That saith of Cyrus, He ts my shep- 
herd, and shall perform all my pleasure: 
even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be 
built ;1 and to the temple, Thy founda- 
tion shall be laid. 
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concerning Cyrus. 


3 And I will give thee the treasures of 
darkness, and hidden riches of secret 
places, that thou mayest know that I, the 
Lorp, which &call thee by thy name, am 
the God of Israel. 

4 For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Is- 
rael mine elect, I have even called thee 
by thy name: I have surnamed thee, 
though thou hast not known me. 

5 | I*®am the Lorp, and ithere is none 
else, there is no God beside me: I igirded 
thee, though thou hast not known me; 

6 That*they may know from the rising 
of the sun, and from the west, that there 
zs none beside me. Iam the Lorp, and 
there is none else. 

7 I'form the light, and create darkness: 
I make “peace, and "create evil: I the 
Lorp do all these things. 

8 Drop °down, ye heavens, from above, 





CHAPTER XLV. | 


1 God calleth Cyrus for his church’s sake. 5 By his | 
omnipotency he challengeth obedience. 20 He con- 
vinceth the idols of vanity by his saving power. 


HUS saith the Lorp to his anointed, 

to Cyrus, whose right hand I have 
holden,t to subdue nations before him; 
and I will *loose the loins of kings, to. 
open before him the two-leaved gates ; 
and the gates shall not be shut; 

2 I will go before thee, and make the 
crooked places straight: I will ‘break in’ 
pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sun- 
der the bars of iron: | 


and let the skies pour down righteous- 
ness: let the earth open, and let them 
bring forth salvation, and P let righteous- 
ness spring up together; I the Lorp have 
created it. 

9 Woe unto him that striveth with his 
Maker! Let the 4potsherd strive with 
the potsherds of the earth. Shall the 
clay say to him that fashioneth it, What 
makest thou? or thy work, He hath no 
hands? 

10 Woe unto him that saith unto his 
father, What begettest thou? or to the 


woman, What hast thou brought forth ? 





a Psa, 104:2. 6 2 Chron. 18:11, 34; Jer. 50:36; 1 Cor. 3:19. | 
e Zech. 1:6; 2 Pet.1:19. * Heb. wastes. d Ezra 1:1, etc. 
f Or, strengthened. e Dan. 5:6,30. f Psa. 107:16.  g chap. 





25. Tokens; signs, pretended miracles. Mak- 
eth diviners mad; shows them to be fools. 

26. His servant ; the prophet, with his fellow- 
messengers. 

28. Cyrus ; who conquered Babylon, and re- 
leased the Jews from their exile more than a cen- 
tury and a half after this prediction. Ezra 1: 1-4. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-5. The promised outpouring of God's life-giv- 
ing Spirit is the hope of Zion. In times of deep 
declension within her borders, and abounding wick- | 
edness without, God’s faithful servants should not 
despond, but seek from him this unspeakable gift 
by repentance, obedience, and earnest intercession, 
assured that when he bestows it all will again be-| 
come green and flourishing. 

9-20. The idolater fashions silver or wood into 
the form of a god and then worships it, as if human 
workmanship could give life to that which is in its | 
own nature dead and powerless. The same folly 
is manifested by all who think to make worldly 
tiga a permanent and satisfying ic haphe by any 
labor which they can bestow upon them. 

22. It is by the offer of gratuitous pardon that, 
God calls sinners to himself. He commands them | 
to come, that they may receive through Christ the 

ifying righteousness which he has provided for | 
them ; not to establish their own righteousness be- | 
fore coming to him. 

23. Christ’s redemption is the sum of all bless- 
ings. It fills every heart that receives it with 
gladness and thanksgiving. When all nations shall | 


48:15. bh Deut. 4:35,39. i ver, 14,18, 22, j Psa. 18:32, 39. 
k chap. 37:20; Mal. 1:11. 1Gen.1:3, 4. m Psa.29:11. 12 Amos 
3:6. 0 Psa. 85:11. p Psu. 72:3. 4 Jer. 18:6. 





embrace it, the whole earth will resound with God’s 
raises. 

25. The progress of God’s kingdom in the world 
is a perpetual manifestation of his own infinite 
power and wisdom, and of the folly and weakness 
of all human systems of religion. 


CHAPTER XLV. 

1. Anointed; as set apart to the work of re- 
deeming God’s people. The gates shall not be 
shut; remarkably filfiled in the conquest of Bab- 
ylon, the gates of the city having been left open 
during a night of feasting. 

4. Hast not known me ; when Cyrus took Bab- 
ylon he was ignorant of Jehovah, and of the designs 


which He purposed to accomplish through him, 


and was only indulging his own ambitious desires. 
The knowledge which he afterwards had of God, 
Ezra 1:2, was doubtless received from the Jews 
residing in Babylon. 

8. Dropdown; distil. Open; open her bosom 
to send forth a harvest of righteousness and salva- 
tion. Let them bring forth; that is, the heav- 
ens and the skies. God’s righteousness and salva- 
tion are here compared to refreshing showers, and 
a harvest of precious fruits. 

9,10. Woe wnto him ; God rebukes his people 
for arraigning his dealings with them at the bar of 
their own reason. The primary reference may be 
their long-continued sinter iow aaeine the Babylon- 
ish captivity; but the words have a general appli- 
cation to God’s treatment of all men in all ages. 
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God’s almighty 


11 Thus saith the Lorn, the Holy One 
of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things 
to come concerning my *sons, and con- 
cerning the work of my hands >command 
ye me. 

12 I¢have made the earth, and created 
man upon it: I, even my hands, have 
stretched out the heavens, and all their 
host have I commanded. 

13 I have raised him up in righteous- 
ness, and I will *direct all his ways: he 
shall build 4my city, and he shall let go 
my captives, not for °price nor reward, 
saith the Lorp of hosts. 

14 Thus saith the Lorn, The labor of 
Egypt, and merchandise of Ethiopia and 
of the Sabeans, men of stature, shall 
come fover unto thee, and they shall be 
thine: they shall come after thee; in 
chains& they shall come over, and they 
shall fall down unto thee, they shall 
make supplication unto thee, saying, 
Surely" God is in thee; and there is none 
else, there 1s no God. 

15 Verily thou art a God that ‘hidest 
thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour. 

16 They shall be ashamed, and also con- 
founded, all ofthem: they shall go toicon- 
fusion together that are makers of idols. 
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17 But *Israel shall be saved in the’ 
Lorp with an /everlasting salvation: ye) 
shall not be ™ashamed nor ® confounded 
world without end. 

18 For thus saith the Lorp that created 
the heavens; God himself that formed 
the earth and made it; he hath estab- 


and saving power. 


lished it, he created it notin vain, *,%4°%2 
he formed it to be inhabited: I am the 
Lorp, and there is none else. 

19 I have not spoken in °secret, in a 
dark place of the earth: | said not unto 
the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in P vain: 
I the Lorp speak righteousness, I declare 
things that are right. 

20 4] Assemble yourselves and come ; 
draw near together, ye that are escaped 
of the Inations: they have no knowledge 
that set up the wood of their graven 
image, and pray unto a god that cannot 
save. a 

21 Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, 
let them take counsel together: who hath 
declared this from ancient time? who 
hath told it from that time? have not I 
the Lorp? and there is no God else be- 
side me; a "just God and a Saviour; 
there is none beside me. 

22 Look*® unto me, and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth: for I am God, 
and there is none else. 

23 I have tsworn by myself, the word 
is gone out of my mouth zn righteous- 
ness, and shall not return, That unto 
me" every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall ’ swear. 

24 Surely jshall one say, In the Lorp 
have I frighteousness¥ and *strength: 
even to him Yshall men come; and all 


| . . . 
that are incensed against him shall be 


ashamed. 
25 In the Lorp shall all the seed of 
Israel be “justified, and shall glory. 








a Jer. 31:1; Gal. 3:26. b John 16:23. ¢ Psa. 102:25; Heb. 


11:3. * Or, make straight, 4 2 Chron, 36:22; Ezra 1:1, ete. | 
e chap. 52:3. f chap. 49:23; 60:9-16; Psa. 68:31; 72:10, 11; | 
Zech. 8:22, 23. g Psa. 149:8. bh 1Cor. 14:25. i chap. 8:17; 
Psa. 44:24. j Psa. 97:7. k Rom. 2:28,29; 11:26. 1 Jer. 31:3. 


in Psa. 25:2,3, 01 Pet.2:6. © Deut.29:29; 30: 11,etc. p Psa. 





11. Command ye me; in the way of petition- 
ing, not of prescribing. 

14. Labor; wealth gained by labor. Mev of stat- 
wre; the Ethiopians and Sabeans were celebrated 
for their tallness. Shall come after thee—make 
supplication unto thee; compare Psa. 72: 9-11; 
chap. 14:2; 49:23; and especially chap. 60. These 
passages are to be understood in a spiritual sense. 
The meaning is, that God will give his church, 
through Christ, universal dominion.and honor. 

15. Hidest thyself ; hidest thy counsels in dark- 
ness. The prophet has in mind the sore afflictions | 
through which io must come to the fulfilment of, 
the promises which he has just recorded. 

18. Not in vain ; as God’s purpose in creating 
the earth shall be fulfilled, so shall all his counsels 
respecting his chosen people. : 

19. In secret, in a dark place of the earth ; 
not uttering dark responses from caves, like the 
ancient oracles. In vai; as did those who con- 
sulted the heathen oracles. 

20. Escaped of the nations; the remnant of 
them who have escaped God’s judgments. 

21. Tell ye; recount your arguments. Them ; 
the patrons of idols. Declared this; the deliver- 





9:10; 69:32. q Eph. 2:12-16. r Rom.3:26. 8 Psa. 22:27; 
John 3:14,15, t Gen. 22:16; Heb.6:13. u Phil.2:10. v Deut. 
6:13. + Or, he shall say of me, Inthe LORD is all righteousness 
and strength, 4 Heb. righteousnesses; Rev.19:8. W Jer. 23:6; 
1 Cor. 1:30, 31. x Zech. 10:6,12; Eph.6:10. y John 12:32, 
z Rom. 5:1. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

4, God has often employed heathen princes, who 
were ignorant of him and his counsels, to accom- 
plish wonderful deliverances for his people. 

7. Since God is the author of all things, he gov- 
erns and sets limits to all. The good and bad 
actions of men and angels are so under his control 
that he accomplishes through them his own wise 
counsels, while they are left altogether free and 
responsible to him for their conduct. 

9. All our capacity to reason concerning God’s 
works and ways is his gift. How unspeakable the 
folly and wickedness of contending against his deal- 
ings with us; as if the creature could sit in judg- 
ment on the infinite Creator! 

19. The many and explicit predictions of God’s 
word constitute a proof of its divine origin, such as 
no pretended revelation can offer. 

23. God possesses absolute authority over all 
men, and he will exercise it throughout eternity, 
for their salvation, if righteous; but if wicked, for 
their destruction. 

24. It is vain to look for justifying righteousness, 
or strength to overcome sin, to any thing that we 
can do, or that our fellow-sinners can do for us. 


ance of my people through Cyrus, which I have, We must receive both from God as his free gift 
foretold. From that time, see note on ch. 44:8. | through Jesus Christ. 
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Judginten ISAIAH 
amo CHAPTER XLVI. 


B. C. 712. 
1 The idols of Babylon could not save themselves, 3 
God saveth his people to the end. 5 Idols are not 
comparable to God for power, 12 or present salvation. 


EL®* boweth down, »Nebo stoopeth ; 

their idols were upon the ‘beasts, 
and upon the cattle : your carriages were 
heavy laden: they are a burden to the 
weary beast. 

2 They stoop, they bow down together; 
they could not deliver the burden, but 
themselves* are gone into captivity. 

3 9 Hearken unto me, O house of Ja- 
cob, and all the remnant of the house of 
Israel, which are ‘borne by me from the 
belly, which are carried from the womb: 

4 And even to your old age I am he: 
and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: 
I have made, and | will bear; even | will 
carry, and will deliver you. 

5 ¥ To whom will ye lhken me, and 
make me equal, and compare me, that 
we may be like? 

6 They ‘lavish gold out of the bag, and 
weigh silver in the balance, and hire a 
goldsmith ; and he maketh it a god: they 
fall down, yea, they worship. 

7 They bear him upon the shoulder, 
they carry him, and set him in his place, 
and he standeth; from his place shall 
he not remove: yea, one shall cry unto 


_him, yet can he not answer, nor save 


him out of his trouble. 

8 Remember this, and show yourselves 
men: bring it again to mind, O ye trans- 
gressors. 


XLVII. 


9 Remember the former things of old: 
for I am God, and there is none else; I 
am God, and there is none like me, 

10 Declaring the end from the begin- 
ning, and from ancient times the things 
that are not yet done, saying, My counsel 
shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: 

11 Calling a ravenous bird from the 
east, the man fthat executeth my coun- 
sel from a far country: yea, I have spo- 
ken zt, I will also bring it to pass; I have 
purposed zt, I will also do it. 

12 {| Hearken unto me, ye &stout-heart- 
ed, that are far from righteousness : 

13 I bring near my "righteousness ; it 
shall not be far off, and my salvation 
shall not ‘tarry: and I will place salva- 
tion in Zion /for Israel my glory. 


CHAPTER XLVII. 


1 God’s judgment upon Babylon and Chaldea, 6 for their 
unmercifulness, 7 pride, 10 and overboldness, 11 shall 
be irresistible. 


OME* down, and sit in the dust, O 

virgin daughter of Babylon, sit on 
the ground: there is no throne, O daugh- 
ter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no 
more be called tender and delicate. 

2 Take the millstones, and grind meal: 
uncover thy locks, make hare the leg, 
uncover the thigh, pass over the rivers. 

3 Thy nakedness shall be 'uncovered, 
yea, thy shame shall be seen: I will take 
vengeance, and I will not meet thee as aman. 

4 As for our ™Redeemer, the Lorn of 
hosts zs his name, the Holy One of Israel. 


upon Babylon. 





a Jer.f0 and 51. b Jer. 48:l,etc. ¢ Jer. 10:5, * Heb. their 
soul. d Ex. 19:4; Psa. 71:6,18. e¢ Psa. 92:14. f chap. 41:7, 
etc. ft Heb. of my. g Acts7:51. bh Rom.1:17. i Psa. 46: 1,5; 


Hab:2:3: 
26; Nahum 3:5. 


j Psa. 14:7. k Psa. 18:27; Jer. 48:18. 
m Jer, 50:34. 


1 Jer, 13; 22, 





CHAPTER XLVI. 


1. Bel— Nebo; Babylonian gods. Boweth 
down—stoopeth ; under the conqueror. The gods 
of Babylon have gone into captivity with their 
worshippers. Thewr idols; the images of Bel and 
Nebo. Carriages; that is, things carried, loads; 
the old English sense of the word. Heavy lad- 
en; literally, “lifted up,” placed upon the beasts. 
The images of your gods, which you have been 
accustomed to bear in solemn procession, are now 
packed upon beasts to be carried away. 

2. They; the gods. The burden; the load 
consisting of their own images. Bel and Nebo 
cannot save their own images from this disgrace. 

3, 4. Borne—carried ; the gods of the heathen 
must be borne by their worshippers, but Jehovah 
bears and carries his people. From the womb— 
to hoar hairs ; from the infancy of Israel to his 
old age ; that is, through his whole existence. 

8. This; the contrast between Jehovah and the 
idol-gods. Show yourselves men ; act like men, 
not like children, as do the worshippers of idois. 

9. The former things of old; ancient prophe- 
cies that have been fulfilled. 

1l. A ravenous bird ; Cyrus, represented as a 
bird of prey. 

13. Righteousness ; as manifested in the deliv- 
erance of my people and the destruction of their 
enemies. 
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INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. The gods of the heathen need the constant 
care and protection of their makers. They cannot 
help themselves, much less their worshippers. So 
the objects to which worldly men give their su- 
preme love and confidence—riches, honors, titles, 
pleasures—cannot save their possessors, but must 
themselves be watched over day and night, lest 
they “ make themselves wings,” and “fly away as 
an eagle toward heaven.” Prov. 23:5; Luke 
1219, 20331 Tint: 6217, 

3, 4. The salvation of nations, as well as of indi- 
vidual men, comes from God alone. When they de- 
part from him, and put their trust in vanity and lies, 
they must perish. 

CHAPTER XLVI. 

1. O virgin daughter of Babylon ; Babylon 
herself personified as a female. No throne; that 
is, to thee. 

2. Take the millstones; grinding in the East 
is a menial office. The mistress of nations must 
now take the place of a servant. Uncover thy 
locks ; remove thy veil; another sign of degrada- 
tion. Make bare the leg—pass over the rivers ; 
she is represented as fording streams in the manner 
of a woman of the lowest condition. | 

3. Will not meet thee as a man; not as a 
frail man, but as the omnipotent God. But some 
prefer to render, “I will meet no man;” that is, 
no one who can offer me any resistance. 
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5 Sit thou silent, and get thee into dark- 
ness, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for 
thou shalt no more be called, The lady 
of kingdoms. 

6 1* was wroth with my people, I have 
polluted mine inheritance, and given them 
into thy hand: thou didst ’show them no 
mercy ; upon the ancient hast thou very 
heavily laid thy yoke. 

7 And thou saidst, “I shall be a lady 
for ever: so that thou didst not lay these 
things to thy heart, neither didst remem- 
ber the latter end of it. 

8 Therefore hear now this, thou that 
art given to pleasures, that ¢dwellest 
carelessly, that sayest in thy heart, I 
am, and none else beside me}; I shall not 
sit as a widow, neither shall I know the 
loss of children: 

9 But these two things shall come to 
thee in a moment in one day, the loss of 
children, and widowhood: they shall 
come upon thee in their perfection for 
the multitude of thy sorceries, and for 
the great abundance of thine enchant- 
ments. 

10 4 For thou hast trusted in thy *wick- 
edness: thou hast said, None fseeth me. 
Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, it hath 
perverted* thee; and thou hast said in 
thy heart, I am, and none else beside me. 

11 4 Therefore shall evil come upon 
thee ; thou shalt not know {from whence it 
riseth: and mischief shall fall upon thee ; 
thou shalt not be able to put it off: and 
desolation shall come upon thee §sud- 
denly, which thou shalt not know. 

12 Stand now with thine enchantments, 
and with the multitude of thy sorceries, 
wherein thou hast labored from thy 
youth; if so be thou shalt be able to 
profit, if so be thou mayest prevail. 


The sins and woes 


XLVIII. of Babylon, 


13 Thouart *wearied in the mul- *3"6"77 
titude of thy counsels. Let now the Sastrol- 
ogers,'the star-gazers, | the monthly prog- 
nosticators, stand up, and save thee from 
these things that shall come upon thee. 

14 Behold, they shall be as /stubble; 
the fire shall burn them; they shall not 
deliver *themselves from the power of 
the flame: there shall not be a coal to 
warm at, nor fire to sit before it. 

15 Thus shall they be unto thee with 
whom thou hast labored, even thy mer- 
chants, from thy youth: they shall wan- 
der every one to his* quarter; none shall 
save thee. ; 


CHAPTER XLVIII. 


1 God, to convince the people of their foreknown obsti- 
nacy, revealeth his prophecies. 9 He saveth them 
for his own sake. 12 He exhorteth them to obedi- 
ence, because of his power and providence. 16 He 
lamenteth their backwardness. 20 He powerfully 
delivereth his out of Babylon. * 


“EAR ye this, O house of Jacob, which 

are called by the name of Israel, and 

are come forth out of the ! waters of Ju- 

dah, which swear by the name of the 

Lorp, and make mention of the God of 

Israel, but ™not in truth, nor in right- 
eousness. 

2 For they call themselves of the holy 
city," and °stay themselves upon the God 
of Israel: the Lorp of hosts 7s his name. 

3 I have declared the former things 
from the beginning; and they went forth 
out of my mouth, and I showed them; I 
did them suddenly, and they came to pass. 

4 Because I knew that thou art t obsti- 
nate, and thy Pneck is an iron sinew, 
and thy brow brass; 

5 I have even from the beginning de- 
clared it to thee; before it came to pass 
I showed it thee: lest thou shouldest 
say, Mine idol hath done them; and my 





a 2 Chron. 28:9; Zech.1:15. b Obad. 10-16, ¢ Rev. 18:7. 
d Zeph. 2:15. e Eccl. 8:8,  f Psa. 94:7. * Or, caused thee to 
turn away. Pee the morning thereof. 4 Heb.expiate. § 1 
Thes. 5:3. Ezek. 24:12. Heb. viewers of the heavens. 


i Dan. 2:2. || Heb. that give knowledge concerning the months. 
j Nahum1:10. * Heb. their souls. k chap. 56:11. 1 Psa. 68:26. 
m Deut. 5:26, 29; Jer.5:2; John4:24 » chap.52:1. 0 Micah 
3:11. ¢ Heb.hard. p Deut. 31:27. 





7. The latter end of tt ; of thy pride, luxury, 
and cruelty. 

11. From whence it riseth; or, as the mar- 
gin, “its morning.” It shall be a night of calam- 
ity, without any morning of prosperity. Shalt not 
know; suddenly, and without notice beforehand. 
Compare Job 9: 5. 

13. Monthly prognosticators ; those who pre- 
tend to foretell events from the changes of the moon. 

14. Not be a coal—nor fire; the consumption 
shall be so complete that nothing shall be left. 

15. Thy merchants; the merchants whose trade 
had enriched Babylon. Compare chap. 13: 14. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-5. No present degree of power, wealth, or 
splendor, can protect wicked and _persecuting na- 
tions from the wrath of God. e has pledged 
himself to humble every oppressor of his people, 
and for the fulfilment of his word all the resources 
of heaven and earth are at his disposal. 

6. It is no excuse to wicked men, that God em- 
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ploys them as the instruments of executing his 
purposes. They will be judged according to the 
spirit and intention of their deeds, not according to 
he use which Grod’s overruling wisdom makes of 
them. 

7-9. A proud, self-sufficient, and contemptuous 
spirit is the harbinger of ruin to nations not less 
than to individuals. When a nation thinks itself 
most secure from danger, it is often nearest to 
destruction. : 

10-15. When a nation has cast off the fear of 
God and trampled under foot his holy law, no device 
of human wisdom can save it from speedy and utter 


ruin. 
CHAPTER XLVIII. 

1. Out of the waters of Judah; from the 
family of Judah. Compare Psa. 68: 26, margin. 
Swear by the name of the Lord ; thus acknow- 
ledging him as your God. 

3. Former things; events formerly predicted 
and now fulfilled. 














and unambiguous. 





God expostulates 


AM. craven image, and my molten 
image, hath commanded them. 

6 Thou hast heard, see all this; and 
will not ye declare it? I have showed 
thee new things from this time, even 
hidden * things, and thou didst not know 
them. 

7 They are created now, and not from 
the beginning; even before the day when 
thou heardest them not; lest thou should- 
est say, Behold, I knew them. 

8 Yea, thou heardest not; yea, thou 
knewest not; yea, from that time that 
thine ear was not opened: for I knew 
that thou wouldest deal very treach- 
erously,° and wast called a transgressor 
from the “womb. 

9 | For *my name’s sake will I defer 
mine anger, and for my praise will I re- 
frain for thee, that I cut thee not off. 
~ 10 Behold, I have ‘refined thee, but not 
with* silver; I have chosen thee in the 
furnace® of affliction. 

11 For mine own sake, even for mine 
own sake, will I do zt: for »how should 
my name be polluted? and I ‘will not 
give my glory unto another. 

12 4 Hearken unto me, O Jacob and 
Israel, my called; Iam he; I/am the first, 
I also am the last. 

13 My “hand also hath laid the foun- 
dation of the earth, and fmy right hand 
hath spanned the heavens: when'I call 
unto them, they stand up together. 

14 All ye, assemble yourselves, and 
hear; which among them hath declared 
these things? The Lorp hath ™loved 


ISAIAH XLVIII. 


with his people. 


him: he ® will do his pleasure on Baby- 
lon, and his arm’ shall be on the Chal- 
deans. . 

15 I, even I, have spoken; yea, I have 
called him: °I have brought him, and 
he shall make his way prosperous. 

16 4] Come ye near unio me, hear ye 
this; I have not spoken in secret from 
the beginning ; from the time that it was, 
there amI: and now the? Lord Gop, and 
his Spirit, hath sent me. 

17 Thus saith the Lorp, thy Redeemer, 
the Holy One of Israel; I am the Lorp 
thy God which 4teacheth thee to "profit, 
which ‘*leadeth thee by the way that 
thou shouldest go. . 

18 Oh ‘that thou hadst hearkened to 
my commandments! then had "thy peace 
been as a river, and thy righteousness 
as the waves of the sea: 

19 Thy seed also had been as the sand, 
and the offspring of thy bowels like the 
gravel thereof; his name should nct have 
been cut off nor destroyed from before 
me. 

20 {| Go ‘ye forth of Babylon, flee ye 
from the Chaldeans, with a voice of sing- 
ing declare ye, tell this, utter it even to 
the end of the earth; say ye, The Lorn 
hath Yredeemed his servant Jacob. 

21 And they thirsted not when he led 
them through the deserts: he caused the 
waters* to flow out of the rock for them: 
he clave the rock also, and the waters 
gushed out. 

22 There is no ¥ peace, saith the Lorp, 
unto the wicked. 





&1Cor.2:9,10. » Psa. 139:1-4. ¢ Jer.5:11; Hosea, 5:7; 
6:7. d Psa. 61:5. ¢ Psa.79:9; 106:8; Ezek. 20:9,etc. f Psa. 
66:10. * Or, for; Ezek. 22: 20-22. g Zech. 13:9; 1 Pet. 4:12. 
h Deut. 32: 26,27. i chap.42:8 j Rev. 22:13. k Psa. 102: 25. 


+3238; 73:24. 


m Mark 10:21. mchap.44:28. oEzral:2. pchap.6l:1; Zech. 
2:8-11; Luke 4; 18-21. q Micah 4:2. .r Deut. 8:17, 18. 8 Psa. 
t Psa. 81: 13-16. u Psa. 119:165. v Jer. 51:6, 45. 
w 2Sam.7:23; Rev.5:9. x Ex.17:6; Num. 20:11. y chap. 
O72; 





tT Or, the palm of my right hand hath spread out. 1 chap. 40: 26. 


6. Heard; the prediction. See all this; see 
the whole accomplished. Declare it ; be my wit- 
nesses to its fulfilment. 

7. Before the day when thou heardest them 
not ; rather, “before to-day thou heardest them 
not.” Thy idol gave thee no prophetic intimation 
of them. 

8. From that time ; from of old. Thine ear 
was not opened ; it was not revealed to thee. For 
I knew that thou wouldest deal very treacher- 
ously ; for the meaning, compare ver. 3-5. 

10. Not with silver ; or “for silver,” the refining 
produced no good result. Compare Jer. 6 : 28-30. 

14. Assemble yourselves; another challenge 
to the patrons of idolatry. Compare chap. 41:1. 
These things; concerning the redemption of 
God’s people. Him; Cyrus, as the next verse 
shows. He will do his pleasure ; God, through 


ee ; my predictions have been open 
: rom the time that tt was ; 
from the time that these events began. There 
 amT; as the doer. And now—hath sent me ; 
the Messiah, who may be considered as speaking 
in God’s name Siotgh the remainder of the chap- 
ter, and who speaks in the beginning of the follow- 





ing chapter. To the Messiah, as God, the whole of 
the present verse may be referred. 

20. Hath redeemed ; in this and the following 
verse the deliverance of Israel is spoken of as 
already accomplished in God’s purpose. 

21. They thirsted not—gushed out ; God pro- 
vides for his people, as of old, when he delivered 
them from Egypt. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

11. God continues to carry forward his work of 
redemption in the hearts of his people, not from 
any goodness or faithfulness that he sees in them, 
but for the glory of his own name. Lest his and 
their enemies should triumph in their destruction, 
he bears with their waywardness and folly, disci- 
plines them with much long-suffering, and makes 
them at last eternal monuments of his almighty 
power and abounding grace. 

17-19. Nothing is more plain than that the hap- 

iness and prosperity of God’s people lie in whole- 
earted obedience and devotion to him; yet noth- 
ing is so difficult for them to learn. Sin and suf- 
fering make up a large part of their history. 

22. In all the glorious promises which God 
makes to those who love him, the wicked have no 
share. Not peace but destruction is their portion. 
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Christ sent 
CHAPTER XLIX. 


1 Christ, being sent to the Jews, complaineth of them. 
5 He is sent to the Gentiles with gracious promises. 
13 God’s love is perpetual to his church. 18 The 
ample restoration of the church. 24 The powerful 
deliverance out of captivity. 


i etin O isles, unto me; and heark- 
en, ye people, from far: The Lorp 
hath called me * from the womb ; from the 
bowels of my mother hath he made men- 
tion of my name. 

2 And he hath made my mouth like a 
sharp sword; in the ° shadow of his hand 
hath he hid me, and made me a polished 
shaft;4 in his quiver hath he hid me; 

3 And said unto me, Thouart my servant, 
O Israel, in whom I will be ®glorified. 

4 Then I said, I have labored in vain, 
I have spent my strength for naught, and 
in vain: yet surely my judgment 7s with 
the Lorp, and my *work with my God. 

5 {And now, saith the Lorn that form- 
ed me from the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob again to him, t Though Is- 
rael be fnot gathered, yet shall I be glo- 
rious in the eyes of the Lorp, and my 
God shall be my strength. 

6 And he said, #It is a light thing that 
thou shouldest be my servant to raise up 
the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the Spre- 
served of Israel : I will also give thee for 
a Slight to the Gentiles, that thou mayest 
be my salvation unto the end of the earth. 

7 Thus saith the Lorn, the Redeemer 
of Israel, and his Holy One, to him |'whom 
man despiseth, to him whom the ‘nation 
abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, / Kings 
shall see and arise, princes also shall wor- 
ship, because of the Lorp that is faith- 
ful, and the Holy One of Israel, and he 
shall choose thee. 


ISAIAH XLIX. 


to the Gentiles. 


8 Thus saith the Lorn, In an ‘43%77e 
acceptable* time have I heard thee, and 
in a day of salvation have I helped thee: 
and I will preserve thee, and give thee 
for a covenant of the people, to *establish 
the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate 
heritages ; 

9 That thou mayest say to the !prison- 
ers, Go forth; to them that are in ™dark- 
ness, Show yourselves. They shall feed 
in the ways, and their pastures shall be 
in all high places. 

10 They shall not "hunger nor thirst; 
neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: 


for he that hath merey on them shall © 


lead° them, even by the springs of water 
shall he guide them. 

11 And PI will make all my mountains a 
way, and my highways shall be exalted. 

12 Behold, these shall come from far: 
and lo, these from the north and from the 
west; and these from the land of Sinim. 

13 Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O 
earth ; and break forth into singing, O 
mountains: for the Lorp hath comforted 
his people, and will have mercy upon his 
afflicted. 

14 But Zion said, 1The Lorp hath for- 
saken me, and my Lord hath forgotten 
me. 

15 Can a woman forget her sucking 
child, t that she should not have compas- 
sion on the son of her womb? yea, they 
may forget, "yet will I not forget thee. 

16 Behold, I have ‘graven thee upon 
the palms of my hands; thy walls are 
continually before me. 

17 Thy children shall make haste; thy 
destroyerst and they that made thee waste 
shall go forth of thee. 





a Jer.1:5; Lukel:15,31; Gal.1:15.  b Hosea6:5; 
4:12; Rev. 1:16. ¢ chap.51:16. d Psa. 45:5, 
John 12:31; 1 Pet. 2:9. * Or, reward; chap. 40: 10. 
That Israel may be gathered to him,and I may. f Mat. 23:37. 

Or, Art thou lighter than that thou, etc. % Or, desolations. 
g Acts 13:47. || Or, that is despised in soul. h chap. 53:3. 


. | i Luke 23 : 18-23. 
; | Eph. 1 :%6. 


j Psa. 72:10, 11. k Psa. 69:13; 2Cor. 6:2; 
* Or, raise up. 1 Zech.9:12. m1Pet.2:9. m Rev. 
7:16. © Psa. 23:2. p Psa.107:4,7. 4@ Psa. 77:9, 10. + Heb. 
from having compassion. ¥ chap. 44:21; Mat. 7:11. 8 Cant. 
8:6. t Ezek. 28:24; Mat. 13:41, 42; Rev. 22: 15. 





CHAPTER XLIX. 

The subject of this chapter is Christ and his body 
the church. In the former part, Christ the Head 
is especially exhibited ; in the latter, Christ’s body. 

1. Made mention of my name ; Mat. 1:21; 
Luke 1:31; 2:21. The name contains in itself a 
description of his character. 

2. Like a sharp sword ; this describes the power 
and energy of Christ’s word and doctrine. Com- 
pare chap. 11:4; Heb. 4:12; and especially Rev. 

~1:16; 19:15, 21. Hid me; from the power of 
ie enemy. Polished shaft; compare Psalm 
49:9. 

4, In vain—for naught ; compare chap. 53:1; 
John 12:38; Rom. 10:16. 

5. Though Israel be not gathered; that is, 
“Tsrael after the flesh,” be not gathered for a 
season. Rom. 11:25. Glortows; as “a light to 
the Gentiles,” verse 6. Many prefer the marginal 
reading, according to which we must understand 
by Israel, “ the Israel of God.” 

7. Him whom man despiseth ; the Messiah, 
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chap. 53:3; but we need not wholly exclude his 
members. John 15:20; 1 Peter, 2:21. Shall 
see; his exaltation. Arzse ; to do him reverence. 

8. In an acceptable time; in a time of favor, 
the appointed time for his exaltation. A cove- 
nant of the people ; see note on chap. 42:6. To 
establish the earth; or, as the margin, “ to raise 
up the earth,” that is, to build up its ruins. To 
cause to inherit the desolate heritages ; to re- 


store thy people to the possession of their lost and 


desolate heritages. This is to be understood spir- 
itually of the renovation of the church, and the 
extension of her borders through Christ. 

9. Say to the prisoners; see chapter 42:7. 
They shall feed ; Christ’s flock shall feed. 

11. Exalted; cast up, so as to afford them a 
safe way. 


12. Sinim; these are probably the Chinese, or 


some nation on their western border. 

16. Upon the palms of my hands ; as an ob- 
ject to be always remembered. 

17. Make haste ; to return from their captivity. 


* 


; , 




















Ingathering 
A. Mom. 18 § Lift up thine eyes round 


about, and behold: all *these gather 
themselves together, and come to thee. 
As I live, saith the Lorn, thou shalt 
surely clothe thee with them all, as with 
an ornament, and bind them on thee, as 
a bride doeth. 

19 For thy waste and thy desolate 
places, and the land of thy destruction, 
shall even now be too narrow by reason 
of the inhabitants, and they that swal- 
lowed thee up shall be far away. 

20 The children which thou shalt have, 
after” thou hast lost the other, shall say 
again in thine ears, The place zs too strait 
for me: give place to me that I may dwell. 

21 Then shalt thou say in thy heart, 
Who hath begotten me these, seeing I 
have lost my children, and am desolate, 
a captive, and removing to and fro? and 
who hath brought up these? Behold, I was 
left alone; these, where had they been ? 

22 Thus saith ‘the Lord Gop, Behold, 
I will lift up my hand to the Gentiles, 
and set up my standard to the people: 
and they shall bring thy sons in their 
arms,* and thy daughters shall be carried 
upon their shoulders. 

23 And kings shall be thy tnursing fa- 
thers, and their * queens thy nursing moth- 
ers: they shall bow down to thee with 
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of the Gentiles. 


know that I am the Lorp: for they shall 
not be °ashamed that wait for me. 

24 4 Shall the prey be taken from the 
mighty,‘ or § the lawful captive delivered 2 

25 But thus saith the Lorn, Even the 
captives! of the mighty shall be taken 
away, and the prey of the terrible shall 
be delivered: for I will contend with him 
that contendeth with thee, and I will save 
thy children. 

26 And I will feed them that oppress 
thee with their own flesh; and they shall 
be drunken with &their own blood, as 
with *sweet wine: and all flesh shall 
know that I the Lorp am thy Saviour 
and thy Redeemer, the Mighty One of 
Jacob. 


CHAPTER. 


1 Christ showeth that the dereliction of the Jews is not 
to be imputed to him, by his ability to save, 5 by his 
obedience in that work, 7 and by his confidence in 
that assistance. 10 An exhortation to trust in God, 
and not in ourselves. 


HUS saith the Lorn, Where 7s the bill 

of your mother’s "divoreement, whom 

I have put away? or which of my cred- 

itors is it to whom I have sold you? 

Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold 

yourselves,' and for your transgressions 
is your mother put away. 

2 Wherefore, when I came, was there 


their face toward the earth, and “lick “no man? when I ealled, was there none 
up the dust of thy feet; and thou shalt to answer? Is my hand shortened at all, 


ee a F a 
a chap. 60:8; Zech. 2:4; 10:10. b Rom, Il:1l,etc. ¢ chap, | tivity of the just, || Heb. captivity. g Rev.16:6. * Or, new. 





66:20. * Heb. bosom, 
d Psa. 72:9, etc. e Rom. 9: 33. 


Heb. princesses. 
® Heb. the cap- 


t Heb. nourishers. 
f Mat. 12: 29. 





Jer. 3:8; Hosea2:2 i chap, 52:3. 





21. Who hath begotten me these; there seems 


to be a reference in these words to the great acces- | 


sion of gentile.converts. 

23. Bow down to thee—lick up the dust; 
see note on chap. 45: 14. 

24. Shall the prey be taken ; mighty conquer- 
ors have taken God's people captive: can she 
hope for deliverance from them? The question 
suggests a difficulty in the way of Zion’s redemp- 
tion, which the next verse answers. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. When Christ himself preached, his word was 
like a sharp sword, piercing men’s consciences and 
revealing their inmost thoughts; and the same 
power he gives through the Holy Spirit to his gos- 
pel, whenever his servants preach it in its sim- 
plicity and purity, “ commending’ themselves 
“to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.” 
But they who think to make it attractive to sin- 
ners by clothing it “ with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom,” destroy its living energy, and make it 
dead and powerless for the salvation of the soul. 

4. The reward of Christ’s labors and sufferings, 
though long delayed, is made sure to him by the 
promise of his Father; and in like manner, he in- 
sures to all his faithful servants the reward of their 
toil in his cause. 

5. Ministerial acceptance depends not on out- 
ward success, but on fidelity. 

7. Christ’s road to exaltation lay through the 
deepest humiliation. Chap. 50:6. Herein his 
servants should be content to follow in his foot- 
steps. Rom.8.17; 2Tim. 2:12. 





10. They who have Christ for their shepherd 
cannot want any needful provision for soul or for 
body. Psa. 23:1. 

14-17. In times of long-continued suffering, God’s 
people are often tempted to despondency, through 
‘an evil heart of unbelief.” But his love for them 
can never suffer any abatement. In all their sor- 
rows he bears them continually on his heart, and 
will in due time grant them a glorious deliverance. 

21. The experience of God’s church in all ages 
has been, that every period of sharp conflict and 
persecution has brought to her a great enlargement 
of her spiritual offspring. 

22-26. The more glorious the triumph which 
God has promised to Zion, the more terrible must 
be the overthrow of all who seek to destroy her. 


Rev. 18:8. 
CHAPTER L. 

1. Where ts the bill of your mother’s divorce- 
ment; the bill will show that she, not Jehovah, 
has been unfaithful. The “mother” of the Jews 
is the nation itself, that is, the visible church. 
Which of my creditors—sold you; the people 
are indeed sold into bondage, but it was by their 
own acts. The allusion is to the custom of a debt- 
or’s selling his children to his creditor to satisfy 
his demands. 

2,3. When I came ; to call you to repentance 
and obedience. Is my hand shortened—sack- 
cloth thetr covering ; these words show that the 
divorce and captivity of God’s people came from 
their own unfaithfulness and perverseness, not from 
want of power in God. 
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Christ comforteth 


that it cannot redeem? or have I no power 
to deliver? behold, at my rebuke I dry 
up the sea, I make the rivers a wilder- 
ness: their fish stinketh, because there is 
no water, and dieth for thirst. 

3 I clothe the heavens with blackness, 
and I make sackcloth their covering. 

4 Y The Lord Gop hath given me the 
tongue of the *learned, that I should 
know how to speak a word in season to 
him that is »weary: he wakeneth morn- 
ing by morning, he wakeneth mine ear 
to hear as the learned. 

5 The Lord Gop hath °opened mine ear, 
and I was 4not rebellious, neither turned 
away back. 

6 [*gave my back to the smiters, and my 
cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I 
hid not my face from shame and spitting. 

7 {| For the Lord Gop will help me; 
therefore shall I not be confounded: 
therefore have I set my face like a flint, 
and I know that I shall not be ashamed. 

8 He ts near that justifieth me; who 
will contend with me? let us stand to- 
gether: who zs *mine &adversary? let 
him come near to me. 

9 Behold, the Lord Gop will help me; 
who zs he that shall condemn me? lo, 
they® all shall wax old as a garment: 
the ‘moth shall eat them up. 

10 §] Who zs among you that feareth 
the Lorp, that obeyeth the voice of his 
servant, that walketh in /darkness, and 
hath no light? let him * trust in the name 
of the Lorn, and stay upon his God. 

11 Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that 
compass yourselves about with sparks: 
a Mat. 13:54. b Mat. 11:28. ¢ Psa. 40:6-8. 4 Mat. 26:59; 
John 14:31. e Mat. 26:67; 27:26. f Rom 8:32-34. * Heb. 
the master of my cause,  g Zech, 3:1, etc.; Rev. 12:10. bh Job 


13:28. ichap. 51:8. Jj Psa.23:4; Micah7:8. k Job13:15; 
Psa. 52:8; Nahum1:7; Heb. 10:35-37. 1 Eccl.11:9. m Psa. 16:4. 





ISAIAH LI. 


his people. 
walk! in the light of your fire, 4,9. 
and in the sparks that ye have kindled. 


This shall ye have of my hand; ye shall 
le down in ™sorrow. 


CHAPTER LI. 


1 An exhortation, after the pattern of Abraham, to 


trust in Christ, 3 by reason of his comfortable prom. — 


ises, 4 of his righteous salvation, 7 and man’s mor- 
tality. 9 Christ by his sanctified arm defendeth his 
from the fear of man. 17 He bewaileth the afflic- 
tions of Jerusalem, 21 and promiseth deliverance. 


EARKEN® to me, ye that ° follow 

after righteousness, ye that seek the 
Lorp: look unto the rock whence ye are 
hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence 
ye are digged. 

2 Look Punto Abraham your father, 
and unto Sarah that bare you: for I Yeall- 
ed him alone, and ‘blessed him, and in- 
creased him. : 

3 For the Lorp shall comfort *Zion: he 
will comfort all her waste places; and 
he will make her wilderness like Eden, 
and her desert like the garden of the 
Lorp; tjoy and gladness shall be found 
therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of 
melody. 

4 4] Hearken unto me, my people; and 
give ear unto me, O my nation: for a 
law" shall proceed from me, and I will 
make my judgment to rest for a light of 
the people. 

5 My ‘righteousness is near; my sal- 
vation is gone forth, and mine arms shall 
judge’ the people; the *isles shall wait 
upon me, and on mine arm shall they 
trust. 

6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and 
look upon the earth beneath: for the 
n ver.7. © Rom, 9:30,31. p Heb. 11:8-12. q Gen. 12:1, 2. 
r Gen, 22:17; 24:1, 35. 8 chap. 52:9; Psa. 85:8 t1 Pet.1:8. 


u Rom. 8:2. v chap. 56:1. w Psa. 98:9. x chap. 42:4; 60:9. 
¥ Hebrleell 12s 2b et. 3103.1 2 } 











4-9, Hath given me the tongue of the learn- 
ed; the Messiah speaks here. See introductory note 
to the preceding chapter. The learned; that is, 
those who devote themselves to learning. disciples. 
Our Lord constantly taught that he had received 

his doctrine from the Father. John 7:15, 16. 

10. His servant ; the Messiah. The address is 
to afflicted believers. 

11. Kindle a fire—sparks; these words de- 
scribe the vain devices of unbelievers to save them- 
selves, instead of seeking salvation from God. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. God is true to his engagements with his peo- 
ple, and mighty to deliver them. Their sufferings 
come through their own unfaithfulness. 

4. Christ came from the Father, and taught the 
doctrine the Father committed to him. His word 
is infallible truth, every way adapted to the wants 
of perishing sinners, and will save all who receive 
it in a believing, loving, and obedient spirit. 

7-9. God’s power and faithfulness are pledged 
to make his Son Jesus Christ victorious over every 
foe; and in this victory, all who are united to him 
by living faith shall share. Because he triumphs, 
they shall triumph. John 14:19; Rom. 8: 34. 

892 





10, 11. Quiet confidence in God is the only way 
to obtain deliverance from darkness. They who in 
times of distress forsake the mercy-seat, and rely 
on their own devices, must “ lie down in sorrow,” 


CHAPTER LI. 

1. Hearken to me; the Messiah seems to be 
still the speaker. Compare ver. 4, 5. The ad- 
dress is to God’s people, who are thrice described 
by their character and relations to God, in verses 
1,4, 7; and thrice encouraged by the promise of 
God’s everlasting faithfulness and love. The 
rock—ye are hewn—the hole—ye are digged; 
that is, your origin, as explained in the next verse. 

2. I called him alone ; literally, “I called 
him one;” that is, when he was but one. The 
power of God was shown by making of one man a 
great nation. 

3. My righteousness ; God's righteousness is 
manifested in the redemption of his people; hence, 
itis naturally joined with “my salvation.” So also 
verse 8. 

6. Lift up your eyes to the heavens ; nothing is 
so stable as the heavens; yet these shall perish, while 
God’s faithfulness to his people shall remain for ever. 
Compare Matt. 5:18; 24:35; Luke 16:17, | 





Seat Be. « $ 














The fear of man. 


4M; heavens shall vanish away like 


smoke, and the earth shall wax old like 
a garment, and they that dwell therein 
shall die in like manner: but my salva- 
tion shall be for ever, and my righteous- 
ness shall * not be abolished. 

7 § Hearken "unto me, ye that know 
righteousness, the people in whose © heart 
is my law; fear ye ‘not the reproach of 
men, neither be ye afraid of their re- 
vilings. 

8 For the * moth shall eat them up like 
a garment, and the worm shall eat them 
like wool: but my righteousness shall be 
for ever, and my salvation from genera- 
tion to generation. 

9 Y Awake, awake; put on ‘strength, 
© arm of the Lorp; awake, as in the 
ancient days, in the generations of old. 
Art thou not it that hath cut &Rahab, 
and wounded the "dragon? 

10 Art thou not it which hath 'dried 
the sea, the waters of the great deep; 
that hath made the depths of the sea a 
way for the ransomed to pass over ? 

11 Therefore/the redeemed of the Lorp 
shall return, and come with singing unto 
Zion ; and everlasting ‘joy shall be upon 
their head: they shall obtain gladness 
and joy ; and'sorrow and mourning shal] 
flee away. 

12 I, "even I, am he that comforteth 
you: who art thou, that thou shouldest 
be afraid of a man that shall die, and of 
the son of man which shall be made as 
grass ; 

13 And forgeitest the Lorn thy Maker, 
that hath stretched forth the heavens, 
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Trust in God. 


and laid the foundations of the earth; 
and hast feared continually every day 
because of the fury of the oppressor, as 
if he *were ready to destroy ? and "where 
is the fury of the oppressor ? 

14 The captive exile hasteneth that he 
may be loosed, and that he should not die 
in the ° pit, nor that his bread should fail. 

15 But I am the Lorp thy God, that di- 
vided the sea, whose waves roared: The 
Lorp of hosts 7s his name. 

16 And I have put my P words in thy 
mouth, and I have covered thee in the 
shadow? of my hand, that I may plant 
the "heavens, and lay the foundations of 
the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art 
my people. 

17 §{ Awake, awake, stand up, O Jeru- 
salem, which hast drunk at the hand of 
the Lorn the cup of his fury; *thou hast 
drunken the dregs of the cup of trem- 
bling, and wrung them out. 

18 There is none to guide her among all 
the sons whom she hath brought forth ; 
‘neither zs there any that taketh her by 
‘the hand of all the sons that she hath 
brought up. 
| 19 These two things tare come unto 
'thee; who shall be sorry for thee? deso- 
lation, and #destruction, and the famine, 

and the sword: tby whom shall I com- 
fort thee 2 

20 Thy sons have fainted, they he at 
the head of all the streets, as a wild bull 
in a net: they are full of the fury of the 
Lorp, the rebuke of thy God. 

21 *| Therefore hear now this, thou af- 
flicted, and “drunken, but not with wine: 











a Dan. 9:24. ver. 1-4. ¢ Psa.37:31. d@ Mat. 10:28. e Job 
4:19-21. f Rev. 11:17 g Psa. 89:10, hchap. 27:1; Psa. 74:13, 
M4) «68 Ex. 14:21 j chap. 35:10. k Jude 24. 1 Rev. 21:4. 
@ ver. 3; 2Cor 1:3. * Or, made himselfready. » Job 20:7. 


r 2 Pet. 3213. 


o Zech. 9:11. Polin 3/4. 3. 
Heb. breaking. 


s ver. 22; Pea. 75:8 f Heb. happened. 
t Lam. 2: 11-13; Amos 7:2, u Lam, 3:15. 


q chap. 49:3 


2. 
t 








9. O arm of the Lord; the prophet calls upon 
God’s arm to work as in ancient days. Cut ; 
hewn in pieces by thy plagues. Rahab; Egypt. 
Psa. 87:4; 89: 10. edragon; Egypt herself, 
— the symbol of the erocodile that ae the 


e. 

ll. Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall 
return ; thou shalt repeat thy wondrous works of 
old in bringing thy redeemed to thyself. 

13. Where is the fury of the oppressor? what 
has now become of it? This is ‘aid: in anticipation 
of his destruction. 

14. The captive exile hasteneth ; the oppres- 

sor having been destroyed, the captive exiles whom 
he had imprisoned hasten to escape from their dun- 


geon. 
16. Plant the heavens—lay the foundations 
of the earth; the same as ‘“‘create new heavens 
and a new earth.” Chap. 65:17. 

17. The cup of his fury; God’s judgments 
are often compared to an intoxicating cup, which 
causes those who drink to reel. Psalm 75:8; 
Jer. 25:15, 16; 51:7; Lam. 4:21; Ezekiel 
23 : 31-34. 

19. These two things; famine and the sword, 
producing desolation and destruction. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-8. Heaven and earth are not so stable as the 
prosperity of the righteous: their helper and pro- 
tector is the unchangeable God, who is faithful to 
fulfil all his promises to those who put their trust 
in him. 

9. God is well pleased when his children urge his 
past interpositions for Zion as a reason why he should 
now deliver her: by every such interposition he has 

ledged his infinite attributes to be with her, and 
help her, and give her the victory to the end of time. 

12-16. No array of human opposition, however 
formidable, ought to dismay God’s people; they 
have on their side the Maker of heaven and earth, 
before whom the mightiest oppressors are but as 
chaff before the whirlwind. 

18-20. When God would humble his people for 
their sins, he takes away from their leaders wisdom 
and strength, and leaves them no way of deliver- 
ance but that of a return to himself by repentance 
and renewed obedience. i 

21-23. The sufferings which God inflicts upon 
his covenant people are designed for their purifica- 
tion, and he will in due time remove them. But 
their merciless persecutors “shall have judgment 
without mercy.’ 
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The welcome news 


22 Thus saith thy Lord the Lorn, and 
thy God that *pleadeth the cause of his 
people, Behold, I have taken cut of thy 
hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs 
of the cup of my fury; thou shalt no 
more?” drink it again: 

23 But ¢I will put it into the hand of 
them that afflict thee; which have said 
to thy soul, Bow down, that we may go 
over: and thou hast ‘laid thy body as the 
ground, and as the street, to them that 
went over. 


CHAPTER LII. 


1 Christ persuadeth the church to believe his free re- 
demption, 7 to receive the ministers thereof, 9 to joy 
in the power thereof, 11 and to free themselves from 
bondage. 13 Christ’s kingdom shall be exalted. 


WAKE, awake; put on thy strength, 
O Zion; put on thy beautiful gar- 
ments, O Jerusalem, the *holy city: for 
henceforth ‘there shall no more come into 
thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. 

2 Shake Sthyself from the dust; arise, 
and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself 
from the bands of thy neck, O captive 
daughter of Zion. 

3 For thus saith the Lorp, Ye have 
sold’ yourselves for naught; and ye shall 
be redeemedwithout money. 

4 For thus saith the Lord Gop, My 
people went down aforetime into Egypt 
to sojourn there; and the Assyrian op- 
pressed them without cause. 

5 Now therefore, what have I here, 
saith the Lorp, that my people is taken 
away for naught? they that rule over 
them make them to how], saith the Lorn; 
and my name continually every day ts 
blasphemed.! 

6 Therefore my people shall know my 
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of Christ’s kingdom. 


name: therefore they shall know *,"o°72: 
in that day that I am he that doth speak: 
behold, zt zs I. 

7 { How ibeautiful upon the *moun- 
tains are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that publisheth peace; that 
bringeth good 'tidings of good, that pub- 
lisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, 
Thy God reigneth ! 

8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; 
with the voice together shall they sing: 
for they shall ™see eye to eye, when the 
Lorp shall bring again Zion. 

9 ¥ Break forth into joy, sing together, 
ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the 
Lorp hath comforted his people, he hath 
redeemed Jerusalem. 

10 The “Lorp hath made bare his holy 
arm in the eyes of all the nations; and 
all° the ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation of our God. 

11 {| Depart Pye, depart ye, go ye out 
from thence, touch no unclean thing ; 
go ye out of the midst of her; "be ye 
clean, that bear the vessels of the Lorp. 

12 For ye shall not go out with haste, 
nor go by flight: for the Lorp will go 
before you; and the God of Israel will 
be* your rearward. 

13 "| Behold, my servant shall + deal 
prudently, he shall be exalted and ex- 
tolled, and be very high. 

14 Asmany were astonished at thee ; his 
visage was so marred more than any man, 
and his form more than the sons of men: 

15 So shall he * sprinkle many nations ; 
the kings shall shut their mouths at him: 
for that which had not been told them 
shall they see; and that which they had 
not heard shall they consider. 





a Psa, 35:1; Jer. 50:34; Micah 7:9. b chap. 54:7-9. ¢ Jer. 
25:17-29. 4d Psa. 66:11, 12. e Neh. 11:1; Rev. 21:2, 27. 
f Nahum1:15. g Zech.2:7. h Rom, 7: 14-25, i Rom. 2: 24, 
j Nahum 1:15; Rom. 10:15. k& Cant. 2:8; chap. 24:6, 7. 


1 Luke 2:10,11. m 1 Cor. 13:12. n Psa, 98:2,3. o Luke 3:6, 
p Zech. 2:6,7; 2 Cor.6:17; Rev. 18:4. q Lev. 15:5, etc.; 
Hag.2:13. r Lev. 22:2,etc. * Heb. gather you up. f Or, pros- 
per; chap. 53:10. 8 Ezek, 36:25. 





CHAPTER LI. 


1. Zion—Jerusalem ; here the representative 
of the true church. There shall no more come— 
the unclean; the words do not so much promise 
to the earthly Zion an absolute exemption from the 
presence of the wicked, as deliverance from their 
dominion. Mat 13: 24-30, 36-43. 

3. Sold yourselves for naught ; your captors 
have paid me nothing for you. Compare Psa. 


44:12. Without money; I will nied your ene- 
mies nothing for your redemption. Compare chap. 
45:13 


5. What have I here; what is this case that 
comes beforeme? The question implies that it is a 
case which: demands his interposition for his people. 

7. How beautiful upon the mountains ; the 
prophet sees in vision messengers running to an- 
nounce to Zion the deliverance which (rod has 
accomplished for his people. 

8. Phy: watchmen; the watchmen of Zion 
catch the joyful tidings, and shout for joy. Eye 
to eye; “face to face,” as the same words are 
rendered in Num. 14:14, The watchmen of Zion 
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shall see God’s glory face to face; that is, in open 
vision, as one sees a present friend. 

11. Thence; from Babylon. Compare chap. 
48:20. But we must understand deliverance from 
Babylon as an earnest and pledge of higher deliver- 
ances in the distant future. 

13. My servant; the Messiah. The remaining 
three verses of this chapter belong to the following, 
and should not-have been separated from it. 

14. Marred; by suffering: it wore the marks 
of deep sorrow. 

15. So shall he sprinkle ; as a priest, with the 
blood of his own propitiatory sacrifice. As his 
humiliation has been :nost deep, so shall its results 
be most glorious. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


1. It has ever been the effort of the “ wicked one” 
to introduce into Zion “the uncircumcised and the 
unclean,” and to give them the dominion over her. 
But though they may greatly afflict and trouble her, 
God will in the end give her victory over them. 

5-10. The destruction of Christ’s church, would 
be a victory of Satan over the Redeemer, such as 








Ree 











The sufferings and 
amo. CHAPTER LIII. 


1 The prophet, complaining of incredulity, excuseth 
the scandal of the cross, 4 by the benefit of his pas- 
sion, 10 and the good success thereof. 


HO hath * believed our *report? and 
to »whom is the arm of the Lorp 
revealed ? 

2 For he shall grow up before him as 
a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry 
ground: he hath no form nor comeliness : 
and when we shall see him, there is no 
beauty that we should desire him. 

3 He is despised and ‘rejected of men ; 
a man of sorrows, and ‘acquainted with 
grief: and {we hid as it were our faces 
from him: he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. 

4 ¥ Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our °sorrows: yet we did esteem 
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

5 But he was + wounded for our trans- 
gressions, he was bruised for our iniqui- 
ties: the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his $ stripes we are 
healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray ; 
we have turned every one to his own 
way; and the Lorp hath ! laid on him 
the iniquity of €us all. 

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflict- 
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reward of Christ. 


ed, yet he opened not his mouth: he is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
so he openeth not his mouth. 

8 He was taken *from prison and from 
judgment: and who shall declare his gen- 
eration? for ‘he was cut off out of the 
land of the living: for the transgression 
of my people was the stricken. 

9 And he made his grave with the 
wicked, and with thei rich in his # death; 
because he had done no violence, nei- 
ther was any deceit in his mouth. 

10 4] Yet it pleased the Lorp to bruise 
him; he hath put him to grief: $ when 
thou shalt make his soul an * offering for 
sin, he shall see his seed, he shall pro- 
long his days, and the 'pleasure of the 
Lorp shall prosper in his hand. 

11 He shall see of the travail of his 
soul,and shall be satisfied: by his™ know- 
ledge shall my *righteous servant °justify 
many ; for he shall bear their iniquities. 

12 Therefore will I divide him a por- 
tion with the great, and he shall divide 
the spoil with the strong; because Phe 
hath poured out his soul unto death: and 
he was numbered with the transgressors ; 
and he bare the sin of many, and made 
intercession? for the transgressors. 





a John 1:7,12; Eph.1:18,19. * Or, doctrine; Heb. hearing. 
Bw John 12:37; Rom. 10:16. ¢ Luke 23:18, etc. d Heb. 4:15. 
t Or, he hid as it were west beg Pup us; Heb. as a hiding of faces 
rom him, or from us. ¢ Mat.26:37. +} Or, tormented. Heb. 
ise. f 1 Pet.2:24,25. |! Heb. made the iniquities of us all to 
meet onhim. g¢ Rom. 4:25; 1 Pet.3:18. b Acts 8:32-35. * Or, 


away by distress and judgment: but who. i Dan. 9:26. + Heb. 
the stroke upon him. j Mat. 27:57. $ Heb. deaths. Q Heb. when 
his soul shall make. & 2Cor.5:21; Heb. 9: 24-26. 12 Thes. 
Leat. ae Johnli3 3) Webetel sla. nl olnee ele 7 on, 
3924. p Heb. 12:2. q Heb. 7:25; 1 John, 2:1. 





would fill the mouths of the wicked with exultation 
and blasphemy. But God will never allow any op- 
pression from without, or corruption from within, 
to prevail against her. Though her enemies may 
triumph for a season, he will send to her, as he did 
to the captive Jews in Babylon, the joyful tidings 
of deliverance, filling the hearts of her children with 
gladness and thanksgiving. 

15. The precepts of Christ and the living efficacy 
of his doctrine, far transcend the wisdom of earth’s 
most renowned sages; and they are destined to work 
such a glorious change in the condition of man, as 
never entered the heart of any heathen philosopher 


or prince. 
CHAPTER LIII. 

1. Our report ; what we have published con- 
cerning the Messiah. The prophet, in the name of 
God’s messengers, laments men’s rejection of the 

ospel. The arm of the Lord; as manifested in 

e person and work of Christ. Revealed; by 
the inward teaching of God’s Spirit, so as to be 
understood. Mat. 11:27; 16:17. 

2. Before him; before God. The words imply 
God’s deep interest in him. A tender plant ; 
literally, “a suckling,” that is, a young shoot 
springing up from an old stock. See Job 14:7, 
where the same word is rendered “ tender branch.” 
A root ; that is, the root of a decayed tree spring- 
ing up into a new tree. Compare chap. 11:1. 
Out of a dry ground ; whence no “ plant of re- 
nown” can be expected to spring. The meaning 
is, that the Messiah shall be of humble origin, John 
9:29; of a despised region, John 1:46; 7: 41,52; 
and that the beginnings of his kingdom shall ap- 





ear small and contemptible in the eyes of men. 
Mat. 13:31, 32. Form—éeauty ; the reference 
is to Christ’s spiritual excellence, for which the car- 
nally-minded fone had no discernment. 

3. The chastisement of owr peace ; the chas- 
tisement which procures for us peace with God. 
Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2: 13-18. 

6. Theiniquity of usall; Rom.4:25; 2 Cor. 
Sele Gals 3.105.) Peter, 22 442-1 Join, 2-2. 

7. As a lamb tothe slaughter; Acts 8: 32-35. 

8. From prison and from judgment ; or, as 
the margin, “ by distress and judgment,” that is, 
by an oppressive and unrighteous judgment. Who 
shall declare his generation? the number of his 
spiritual offspring. Psa. 22:30. Compare ver. 10. 
Some understand these words of Christ’s divine 
origin. 

9. He made—his death ; or, “ he,” that is, my 

eople, “appointed his grave with the wicked, but 
he was with the rich in his death.” Our Saviour 
was crucified as a malefactor, and would, in the 
natural course of events, have had his grave with 
the wicked ; but God gave him a burial in the tomb 
of arich man. Mat. 27:57-60. 

10. He shall see his seed; his spiritual chil- 
dren. Psa. 22:30; 45:16; 69:36; 102: 28; 
110:3. He shall prolong his days; though 
slain as a sin-offering, he shall live for ever. 

11. Shall see—of his soul ; shall see the fruits 
of his toil and sufferings. By his knowledge; by 
the knowledge of himself, as the one who has borne 
the iniquities of men. 

12. Divide him a portion—the strong; the 
“portion” and the “spoil” which God will give 
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Prosperity of the 


CHAPTER LIV. 


1 The prophet, for the comfort of the Gentiles, prophe- 
sieth the amplitude of their church, 4 their safety, 
6 their certain deliverance out of affliction, 11 their 
fair edification, 15 and their sure preservation. 


ING, *O barren, thou that didst not 

bear; break forth into singing, and 
ery aloud, thou that didst not travail with 
child: for more are the children of the 
desolate than the children of the married 
wife, saith the Lorp. 

2 Enlarge the place of thy tent, and 
let them stretch forth the curtains of 
thy habitations: spare not, lengthen thy 
cords, and strengthen thy stakes ; © 

3 For thou shalt break forth on the 
right hand and on the left; and thy seed 
shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the 
desolate cities to be inhabited. 

4 Fear not; for thou shalt not be asham- 
ed: neither be thou confounded ; for thou 
shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt 
forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt 
not remember the reproach of thy widow- 
hood any more. 

5 For thy Maker zs thy husband; the 
Lorp of hosts 7s his name: and thy 
Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The 
God of the whole earth shall he be 
called. 

6 For the Lorp hath called thee as a 
woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, 
and a wife of youth, when thou wast 
refused, saith thy God. 

7 For asmall *“moment have I forsaken 
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church foretold. 


thee; but with great mercies will “s%%°%- 
I gather thee. 

8 In a little wrath I hid my face from 
thee for a moment; but with everlasting 
kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith 
the Lorp thy Redeemer. 

9 For this zs as the waters of Noah unto 
me: for as [ have sworn that the waters 
of Noah should no more go over the earth; 
so have I sworn that I would not be wroth 
with thee, nor rebuke thee. 

10 For the 4mountains shall depart, 
and the hills be removed ; but my kind- 
ness shall not depart from thee, neither 
shall the *covenant of my peace be re- 
moved, saith the Lorp that hath mercy 
on thee. 

11 § O thou afflicted, tossed with tem- 
pest, and not comforted, behold, I will 
lay thy ‘stones with fair colors, and lay 
thy foundations with sapphires. 

12 And I will make thy windows of 
agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and 
all thy borders of pleasant stones. 

13 And all thy children shall be taught 
of the Lorn: and great shall be the peace 
of thy children. 

14 In righteousness shalt thou be estab- 
lished: thou shalt be far from oppres- 
sion; for thou shalt not fear: and from 
terror; for »it shall not come near thee. 

15 Behold, they shall surely gather to- 
gether, but not by me: whosoever shall 
gather together against thee shall fall 
for thy sake. 





aZeph. 3:14; Gal. 4:27, bJer.3:14. ¢2Cor. 4:17. d Rom. 11:29. 


e 2Sam. 23:5. f Rev. 21:18 g John6:45. h Prov. 3:25, 26. 








to the Messiah, as the reward of his sufferings, is 
dominion over all nations, Psa. 2:8; 22:27; 72:11; 
110:6; and over all the heavenly principalities 
and powers, Eph. 1:21; Phil. 2:10; Col. 2:10; 
in a word, all power in heaven and on earth. Mat. 
28:18. Because he hath poured out his soul 
wnto death ; compare chap. 52: 14, 15, and Phil. 
area Re 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1, 2. The inward illumination of the Holy 
Spirit, revealing to the soul its own lost condition 
and the all-sufficiency of Christ, can alone enable 
mien to see his infinite excellence and glory. To 
the eye of natural reason, he must ever appear 
without form or comeliness. Mat. 16:17; 1 Cor. 
2:14. 

3. No one ever came on such an errand of love 
as the Saviour; and no one ever received such treat- 
ment at the hands of sinners. John 1:11. 

4-6. The only sinless being who ever endured 
suffering, ignominy, and death, is the Lord Jesus 
Christ; and he suffered for our sins, “ the just for 
the unjust, that he might bring us to God.” 1 Pet. 
BS eat Bo F 

7. The Redeemer, who knew no sin, bore the 
ignominy of the cross with perfect meekness and 
submission to the will of his rather. How does a 
meek and submissive spirit under injurious treat- 
ment become us, who are all defiled with iniquity, 
and deserve nothing but evil at God’s hands. 1 Pet. 
2: 21. 

10. Though the number of Christ’s servants has 
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hitherto been small, the day is coming when the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge of his sal- 
vation. His redeemed shall constitute a “ great 
multitude which no man can number, of all nations, 
and kindred, and people, and tongues.” Chap. 11:9; 
Jer. 31:34; Rev. 7:9. 

11. The knowledge of Christ has a justifying and 
saving efficacy, because it is the knowledge of an 
atoning sacrifice for sin. When the doctrine that 
Christ “bare the sin of many” is left out of the 
gospel, it becomes “ another gospel,” and has no lon- 
ger any power to sanctify and save the soul. 


CHAPTER LIV. 

This chapter may be regarded as an expansion 
of the words, “ He shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and shall be satisfied,” in the preceding chap- 
ter. 

1. The desolate—the married wife; “ the 
married wife’ seems to be the ancient Jewish 
church in her union with God; “ the desolate,” the 
gentile church which began with the rejection of 
the Jews, Acts 13:46, 47; Rom. 11:11, 12, 30; 
but with which the Jews are to be again united, 
Rom. 11: 25, 26. 

11. Thy stones ; the stones of Zion’s walls and 
battlements. Sapphires ; compare Rey. 21: 18-21. 
The preciousness of the materials shows the excel- 
lence and glory of the city. 

15. They shall surely gather together; the 
enemies of Zion to seek her hurt. Not by me ; 
not only without, but against my authority. 


Bet 




















~ Gospel 
peas” 16 Behold, I have created the 
smith that bloweth the coals in the fire, 
and that bringeth forth an instrument 
for his work; and *I have created the 
waster to destroy. 

17 4] No weapon that is formed against 
thee shall prosper; and Pevery tongue 
that shall rise against thee in judgment 
thou shalt condemn. This zs the heri- 
tage of the servants of the Lorn, and 
their ‘righteousness is of me, saith the 
Lorp. 


CHAPTER LV. 


1 The prophet, with the promises of Christ, calleth to 
faith, 6 and to repentance. 8 The happy success of 
them that believe. 


O, every one that ‘thirsteth, come ye 

to the waters, and he that hath no 
money ; come ye, “buy, and feat; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk without money 
and without price. 

2 Wherefore do ye *spend money for 
that which is not bread? and your labor 
for that which satisfieth not? hearken dil- 
igently® unto me, and eat ye that which 
is good, and let your soul delight itself 
in " fatness. 

3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: 
hear, and your soul shall live; and I 
will make an everlasting ‘covenant with 
you, even the Jsure mercies of David. 

4 Behold, I have given * him for a! wit- 
ness to the people, a leader and ™com- 
mander to the people. 

5 Behold, thou shalt call a nation that 
thou knowest not, and ® nations that knew 
not thee shall run unto thee, because of 





37 :26,27. b Rom. 8:1,33. ¢ Psa. 71:16,19; Phil. 


a ver 
3:9. John 4:10, 14; 7:37; 


Rev..31632 29:17: e Mat. 
13: 44-46; Rev. 3:18. f Cant.5:1. * Heb. weigh. g Mat. 22:4. 
h Psa. 63:5. i 2Sam. 23:5; Jer. 32:40. j Acts 13:34. k Ezek. 
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invitations. 


the Lorp thy God, and for the Holy One 
of Israel; for he hath glorified thee. 

6 4] Seek ye the Lorp ° while he may be 
found, eall ye upon him while he is near: 

7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the 7 unrighteous man his? thoughts: and 
let him return unto the Lorp, and he 
will have merey upon him; and to our 
God, for he will abundantly 4pardon. 

8 Formy thoughtsare not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the 
Lorp. 

9 For ‘as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. 

10 §[ For as the *rain cometh down, and 
the snow from heaven, and returneth 
not thither, but watereth the earth, and 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give seed to the sower, and bread 
to the eater: 

11 So shall my word be that goeth forth 
out of my mouth: it shall not return unto 
me tvoid, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in 
the thing whereto I sent it. 

12 For ye shall go out with joy, and be 
led forth with peace: the mountains and 
the hills shall break forth before you into 
singing, and all the trees of the field shall 
clap their hands. 

13 Instead of "the thorn shall come up 
the fir-tree, and instead of the brier shall 
come up the myrtle- tree: and ‘it shall be 
to the Lorn for a name, for an everlast- 
ing sign that shall not be cut off. 

34:23, 1 John 18:37; Rev. 1:5. m Eph. 5:24. » chap. 60:5; 
Zech. 8:23. o John 7:34; Heb. 2:3. + Heb. man of iniguity. 


p Mark 7: 21-23. $¢ Heb. multiply to pardon. q Psa. 130:7. ¥ Psa. 
103: 11. 8 Deut. 32:2, t Mat.24:35. uRom.6:19. v Jer. 13:11. 








16. I have created the smith—the waster ; 
he who created the maker of deadly weapons, and 
the waster who employs them, can protect his peo- 
ple against all injury from them. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

‘God’s love for his church is infinite. His care 
over her from the beginning has been unceasing. 
He has suffered no afilictions to come upon her, but 
such as were necessary for her purification, and he 
has made them all subservient to her enlargement 
and final triumph. He has appointed her to uni- 
versal dominion over the hearts of men, and her 
hogan is continually onward towards that blessed 

y when in righteousness she shall be established. 


CHAPTER LV. 
{In the preceding chapter the triumph of Zion 


over all her foes is exhibited; in the present, all 


the inhabitants of the world are invited to come 
and partake of the blessings which God gives to 
her true members. 

1. Buy—without money and without price ; 
the blessings of salvation are to be bought, because 
they must be earnestly sought after. and every 
thing forsaken for them, Mat. 13:44-46; Luke 
; 14:33; they are to be bought “without money 

‘and without price,” because they must be received 
as God’s free gift through Christ. 





3. The sure mercies of David; the sure mer- 
cies promised to David. These are the contents of 
the everlasting covenant. Why they are called 
“sure” is explained Psa. 89:34, 35. The promise 
to David was, “ Thy house and thy kingdom shall 
be established for ever before thee: thy throne 
shall be established for ever.” 2 Sam. 7:16, com- 
pared with Psa. 89: 19-37. This promise is ful- 
filled in Christ, Luke 1: 32, 33; so that he is the 
sum of “ the sure mercies of David.” 

4. Him; the Messiah. Witness—leader ; see 
John 18: 37. 

5. A nation that thou knowest not—nations 
that knew not thee ; the Gentiles. 

12. Ye shall go out ; from your bondage. The 
promised redemption is to be taken in the widest 
sense, and not restricted to deliverance from the 
Babylonish captivity, which was only one of the 
bright series of God’s interpositions in behalf of 
his church. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. God makes a most free and gracious offer of 
salvation to all men, so that none need despair of 
his mercy who are willing to receive it as a free 
gift through Jesus Christ. 

2. All who make worldly good their portion, or 
who seek to save themselves by their own right- 
eousness, are spending “ money for that which is 


Exhortation 


CHAPTER LVI. 


1 The prophet exhorteth to sanctification. 3 He prom- 
iseth it shall be general, without respect of persons. 
9 He inveigheth against blind watchmen. 


HUS saith the Lorn, Keep ye *judg- 

ment, and do justice: for my salva- 
tion is near to come, and my righteous- 
ness to be revealed. 

2 Blessed *is the man that doeth this, 
and the son of man that layeth hold on 
it; that keepeth the ’sabbath from pol- 
luting it, and keepeth his hand from 
doing any evil. 

3 ¥ Neither let the son of the °stranger, 
that hath joined himself to the Lorp, 
speak, saying, The Lorp hath utterly 
separated me from his people: neither 
let the 4eunuch say, Behold, I am a dry 
tree. 

4 For thus saith the Lorp unto the 
eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and 
choose the things that please me, and 
take hold of my covenant; 

5 Even unto them will I give in my 
house® and within my walls a place and 
a name‘ better than of sons and of daugh- 
ters: I will give them an everlasting 
name, that shall not be cut off. 

6 Also the sons of the stranger, that 
join& themselves to the Lorp, to serve 
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to holiness. 


him, and to love the name of the 43%" 
Lorp, to be his servants, every one that 
keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, 
and taketh hold of my covenant ; 

7 Even "them will I bring to my holy 
mountain, and make them joyful in my 
house of prayer: their burnt-offerings 
and their ‘sacrifices shall be accepted 
upon mine altar; /for my house shall 
be called a house of prayer for all peo- 
ple. 

8 The Lord Gop which gathereth the 
outeasts* of Israel saith, Yet will I 
gather! others to him, ft besides thoge that 
are gathered unto him. 

9 4 All ye beasts of the field, come to 
devour, yea, all ye beasts in the forest. 

10 His watchmen are blind: they are 
all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they 
cannot bark; #sleeping, lying down, lov- 
ing to slumber. 

11 Yea, they are Sgreedy dogs which 
can!| never have enough, and they are 
shepherds that cannot understand: they 
all look to their own way, every one for 
his gain, from his quarter. 

12 Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, 
and we will fill ourselves with strong 
drink; and to morrow shall be as this 
day, and much more abundant. 





* Or, equity. a Luke 12:43. b chap. 58:13. ¢ Num. 18:4, 7; 
Acts 10:34, 35. d Acts 8:27,ete. ¢1Tim.3:15. f John 1:12, 
g Jer. 50:5. bh Eph. 2:11-13. i 1 Pet.2:5. j Mat. 21:13. 


k Psa. 147:2. 1 John 10:16. + Heb. to his gathered. ff Or, 
dreaming, or talking in their sleep. Heb. strong of appetite. 
|| Heb. know not to be satisfied. 








not bread,” and their spirits must remain empty 
and unsatisfied. It is only God's salvation that 
ean fill the human soul. 

3. God has pledged his own glorious perfections 
that all who seek salvation through Christ shall 
find it. Sooner shall heaven and earth pass away. 
than any soul be put to shame that makes Jesus its 
confidence. 

6. God now tenderly calls sinners to himself, and 
if they seek him they shall find him. But if they 
refuse, the day is coming when he will no longer 
call, and can no longer be found. 

7. God has no pleasure in the death of sinners. 
He waits with much long-suffering for their repent- 
ance, that he may pardon them, and receive them 
to his bosom of infinite love. 

10. To God’s ministers, who are deeply conscious 
of their weakness and many infirmities, it is an 
unspeakable consolation that he has promised that 
his word shall not return unto him void; so that, 
in delivering their message to sinners, they can 
confidently leave with him the results, assured that 
it shall accomplish that which he pleases. 

12, 13. The deliverances which God vouchsafes 
to his children in this vale of tears, are earnests and 
pledges of that last perfect redemption when the 
mountains and the hills shall break forth before 
them into singing, as their ransomed spirits ascend 
to the new Jerusalem, there to be for ever with 


the Lord. 
CHAPTER LVI. 

3. The son of the stranger ; the Gentile, whom 
the Mosaic law did not admit to the full privileges 
of an Israelite. The ewnwuch—dry tree; Deut. 
23:1. These words indicate the approaching abo- 
lition of all outward and national distinctions among 
God’s people. 
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4. Take hold of my covenant; embrace its 
ans ee which belonged to all true believers. 

om. 4:11. 

7. My holy mountain—my house of prayer ; 
Zion, with the temple, the seat of God’s public wor- 
ship under the old covenant, and the representative 
of the true church in all ages. 

8. Others to him; others to Israel than Israel- 
ites, that is,Gentiles. Besides those ; that is, be- 
sides those of his own people. The words are a 
prophecy of the union of Jews and Gentiles in one 
church. John 10: 16. 

9. Come to devour ; Israel, neglected by those 
whom God has appointed to be his watchmen, 
ver. 10. Compare Bek. 34:5; John 10: 12, 13. 
Through the remainder of this chapter and the 
three following, the prophet rebukes the sins of 
God’s visible church. 

10. Bark; that is, defend the flock. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-7. As no outward privileges can secure to an 
man the spiritual blessings of God’s covenant wit 
Abraham, so no outward disabilities can debar any 
man from the enjoyment of them. Everywhere, 
and in all ages of the world, it has been true that 
“he that feareth God and worketh righteousness is 
accepted of him.” 

8. The union of Jews and Gentiles under Christ 
in one spiritual fold, will be the fulfilment of the 
original covenant with Abraham, “In thee shall 
all families of the earth be blessed.” Gen. 12:3. 

9-11. When the pastors of God’s church are igno- 
rant of their duty, indolent, self-indulgent, and de- 
voted to their own private ends, the neglected flock 
becomes an easy prey to the destroyer. Thus in 
all ages the unfaithfulness of the watchmen has 
bee:. the chief cause of the desolations of Zion. 


[Rae 
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Idolatry 


A M. 3306. 


CHAPTER LVII. 


1 The blessed death of the righteous. 3 God reproveth 
the Jews for their whorish idolatry. 13 He giveth 
evangelical promises to the penitent. 

HE righteous perisheth, and no man 

layeth zt to heart: and *merciful men 
are taken away, none considering that 
the righteous is taken away from tthe 
evil to come. 

2 He shall ¢enter into peace: they shall 
rest in their beds, each one walking Sin 
his* uprightness. 

3 { But draw near hither, ye sons of 
the sorceress, the seed of the adulterer 
and the whore. 

4 Against whom do ye sport yourselves? 
against whom make ye a wide mouth, and 
draw out the tongue? are ye not children 
of transgression, a seed of falsehood, 

5 Inflaming yourselves ! with Pidols 
under every green tree, ‘slaying the 
children in the valleys under the clefts 
of the rocks? 

6 Among the smooth stones of the 
stream is thy portion; they, they are thy 
lot: even to them hast thou poured a 
drink-offering, thou hast offered a meat- 
offering. Should I receive comfort in 
these ? 

7 Upona lofiy and high mountain hast 
thou set thy bed: even thither wentest 
thou up to offer sacrifice. 

8 Behind the doors also and the posts 
hast thou set up thy remembrance: ° for 
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of the Jews. 


thou hast discovered thyself to another 
than me, and art gone up; thou hast 
enlarged thy bed, and *made thee a cov- 
enant with them; thou lovedst their bed 
wheret thou sawest zt. 

9 And thou + wentest to the king with 
ointment,° and didst increase thy per- 
fumes, and didst send thy messengers far 
se and didst debase thyself even unto 

ell. 

10 Thou art wearied in the ‘greatness 
of thy way; yet saidst thou not, There is 
no hope: thou hast found the $life of thy 
hand: therefore thou wast not grieved. 

11 And of whom hast thou been afraid 
or feared, that thou hast lied, and hast 
not remembered me, nor laid zt to thy 
heart? Shave not I held my peace even 
of old, and thou fearest me not? 

12 I will declare thy righteousness, and 
thy works ; for they shall not profit thee. 

13 4 When thou criest, let thy com- 
panies deliver thee; but the wind shall 
carry them all away; vanity shall take 
them: but "he that putteth his trust in me 
shall possess the land, and shall inherit 
my holy mountain ; 

14 And shall say, Cast ye up, cast ye 
up, prepare the way, take up the ‘stum- 
bling-block out of the way of my people. 

15 For thus saith the high and lofty 
One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name 
is Holy: I dwell in the high and Jholy 
place, with *him also that is of a contrite 





* Heb. men of kindnese, or godliness, _ + Or, that which is evil. 
- £ Or, goin peace. % Or, beforehim. a Rev. 14:13. || Or, among 

the ok ah chap. 1:29. b 2 Kings, 17:10, ete. ¢ 2 Kings, 16:3, 4. 
d Ezek. 16:25, etc.; 23:2,etc. * Or, hewed it for thyself larger 


than theirs. j{ Or, thouprovidest room. + Or, respectedst. © Hosea 
12:1. f Jer. 2:36. @ Or, living. g Psa. 50:21. b Psa.37:3-9. 
$4 Cor: 1:23. j Zech. 2:13. °° EK chap. 66:1, 2; Psa. 34: 18; 
138: 6. 





CHAPTER LVII. 

1. Perisheth; dies. From the evil to come ; 
compare 2 Kings, 22: 20. 

2. Shall rest in their beds ; that is, in their 
tombs. Job 3:17. The rest of the body in the 
grave, is an emblem of the higher rest of the soul in 
heaven. Rey. 14: 13. 

3. Sons of the sorceress—seed of the adul- 
terer; race of sorcerers and adulterers; as wicked 
men are called the children of the devil. John 8: 44. 

4, Draw out the tongue; thrust it out in 
derision. 

5. Slaying the children ; sacrificing them to 
idols. This sin, as well as sorcery and idolatry, 
was practised by Manasseh, to whose reign many 
refer the present description. See 2 Kings, 21 : 3-7; 
2 Chron. ue : 3-9. 

6. Smooth stones; these seem to have been 
stones set up in the valleys as objects of idolatrous 
worship. Stream ; that is, torrent-bed, like that 
of the valley of Hinnom, which was the seat of 
idolatrous rites. 2 Chron. 28:3; 33:6; Jer. 32:35. 
Thy portion—thy lot; thou hast chosen them 
and not God for thy portion. 

7. Lofty and high mountain; high places 
were selected by the ancients for sacrifices, whether 
to the true God, 1 Sam. 9:12; 1 Kings, 3:2, 4; 
18:30; 2 Chron. 33:17; or, as here, to idols, 
Num. 22:41; 1 Kings, 11:7; 2 Kings, 17:32. 
Set thy bed; idolatry is described as spiritual 
adultery; a common figure with the prophets. 





8. Doors—posts ; of thy house. Thy remem- 
brance ; the image of thy idol. Gone wp; upon 
thy bed. Ver. 7. 

9. To the king; probably the king of Egypt. 
Chapters 30 and 31. The mention of “ messen- 
gers” shows that a heathen prince is meant, whose 
alliance Judah sought in an fdnteeeons spirit. Weth 
ointment; asa present. Hosea 12:1. 

10. In the greatness of thy way ; in the mul- 
titude of thy journeys to obtain foreign aid. Fond 
the life of thy hand; found thy hand still strong 
for further effort. Grieved ; rather, “ weakened,” 
exhausted with toil. 

11. Of whom ; of what foreign foe. The fear 
of the Jews, which led them to seek help from the 
worship of false gods and the alliance of heathen 
kings, was unreasonable ; since their covenant God 
was almighty, and faithful to his engagements. 
Lied; been false tome. Held my peace; borne 
thy waywardness in silence. Thow fearest me 
mot; the result of my forbearance is only thy 
continued sinfulness. Ecclesiastes 8:11; Romans 
2:4, 5. 

12. Thy righteousness; its true character, 
showing that it is no righteousness. 

13. Companies ; literally, “ gatherings,” thy 
idol-gods and foreign alliances. 

14. And shall say; he shall see the highwa 
for Israel's redemption in preparation, and shall 
exhort all God’s servants to cooperate in the work 
of completing it. See note on chap. 55: 12. 


. 


The fast which 


and humble spirit, to *revive the spirit 
of the humble, and to revive the heart 
of the contrite ones. 

16 For »I will not contend for ever, 
neither will I be always wroth: for the 
spirit should fail before me, and the souls 
which I have made. 

17 For the iniquity of his °covetousness 
was I wroth, and smote him: I hid me, 
and was wroth, and he went on *froward- 
ly in the way of his heart. 

18 I have seen his ways, and will ‘heal 
him: I will lead him also, and restore 
comforts unto him and to his mourners. 

19 I create the ° fruit of the lips; Peace, 
peace to him that is ‘far off, and to him 
that is near, saith the Lorn; and I will 
heal him. 

20 But the wicked are like the troubled 
sea, when it cannot £rest, whose waters 
cast up mire and dirt. 

21 There is no *peace, saith my God, 
to the wicked. 


CHAP TER: LVEEL. 


1 The prophet, being sent to reprove hypocrisy, 3 ex- 
presseth a counterfeit fast and a true. 3 He declar- 
eth what promises are due unto godliness, 13 and to 
the keeping of the sabbath. 


RY t aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice 

like a trumpet, and show my people 
their transgression, and the house of Ja- 
cob their sins. 


ISAIAH LVIII. 


2 Yet ‘they seek me daily, and 4,¥, 3% 


God accepteth. 


delight to know my ways, as a nation 
that did righteousness, and forsook not 
the ordinance of their God: they ask of 
me the ordinances of justice; they take 
delight in approaching to God. 

3 §] Wherefore Jhave we fasted, say 
they, and thou seest not? wherefore have 
we ‘afflicted our soul, and thou takest 
no knowledge? Behold, in the day of 
your fast ye find pleasure, and exact all 
your ? labors. 

4 Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, 
and to smite! with the fist of wickedness: 
ye Sshall not fast as ye do this day, to 
make your voice to be heard on high. 

5 Is it™such a fast that I have chosen? 
all day for a man to afflict his soul ? is it 
to bow down his head as a bulrush, and 
to spread "sackcloth and ashes under 
him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an 
acceptable day to the Lorn? 

6 Is not this the fast that I have chosen? 
to °loose the bands of wickedness, to un- 
do the *heavy burdens, and to Plet the 
oppressedt go free, and that ye ‘break 
every yoke? 

7 Is it not to deal thy bread to the hun- 
gry, and that thou bring the poor that are 
cast? out to thy house? when thou seest 
the naked, that thou cover him; and that 
thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh ? 





ce Jer. 6:13. * Heb. 
e Hosea 14:2; 


a Mat. 5:4. b Psa. 103:9; Micah 7:18. 
turning away. 4 Jer. 30:3; 33:6; Hosea 14:4. 
Heb. 13:15. f Eph. 2:13,17. g Prov.4:16,17. h 2 Kings, 9: 22, 
+ Heb. with the throat. i Deut. 5:28, 29. j Mal. 3:14. k Lev. 
62.2 t Or, things wherewith ye grieve others; Heb. griefs. 


% Or, fast not as this day. m Zech.7:5. 
Dan. 9:3. o Jonah 3:5-10. * Heb. 
t Heb. broken. 4 Jer. 


1 ) Kings, 21: 12. ; 
to afflict his soul fora day. 0 
bundles of the yoke. p Neh. 5: 10-12, 
34:8, ete. $£ Or, afflicted. 





16. For the spirit should fail before me; 
were I to deal with my people after their sins, they 
could not, endure my wrath. Job 9:3; Psalm 
78 : 38, 39. 

18. I have seen his ways; his ways of per- 
verseness. Heal him; convert him, and thus 
restore him to my favor. The doctrine here taught 
is, that God will have mercy upon his people for his 
own name’s sake, and not for their sake. Ezek. 
Me eae ee 

19. The fruit of the lips; thanksgiving and 
praise for salvation. Far off—near ; to all the 
penitent of Israel at home and abroad. 

20. The wicked; the wicked in Israel, such as 
have been described in this chapter. But the words 
apply to all wicked men. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. When iniquity abounds in a nation and the 
righteous become few, it is a sign that evil days 
are at hand. 

4, God’s faithful servants must be content to bear 
the scorn and derision of the ungodly ; for so did they 
treat the prophets and apostles of old, and Christ 
himself, the Lord of prophets and apostles. 

5-12. The root of idolatry, with all its abomina- 
tions, is “an evil heart of unbelief in departing 
from the living God.” It is because men have 
neither love for God’s service, nor faith in his pres- 
ence and power, that they multiply their efforts to 
find salvation by their own devices—only to sink 
deeper in misery and ruin. 

15. Though heaven and the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain God, his chosen temple is the soul 
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of the humble and contrite; and his blessed pres- 
ence fills it with light and peace and strength. 

16. The best of men could not endure God's wrath 
for a moment, were he to deal with them in strict jus- 
tice. Our only hope is in his mercy through Christ. 

17. The shame and guilt of men’s wickedness 
belongs to them; but the glory of their repentance 
and obedience to God alone. 

19-21. God knows how to distinguish between 
the righteous and the wicked in his visible church. 
To the former he will give peace and comfort in 
this life, and in the life to come glory everlasting; 
but the latter shall have disquietude here, and in- 
herit “ shame and everlasting contempt.” 


CHAPTER LVIII. 


3. Afflicted our soul ; by such mortifications as 
are mentioned verse 5. Fund pleasure; indulge 
your lusts. Your labors; the oppressive services 
which you impose upon your dependents. This is 
the way of all Pharisees, who “disfigure their faces, 
that they may appear unto men to fast,” and at the 
same time “ devour widows’ houses,” and practise 
“ extortion and excess.” Mat. 6:16; 23:14, 25. 

4. For strife and debate ; their fasting was a 
cloak for strife and debate. Compare Mat. 23:14. 
On high; in heaven. Such fasting as this will 
not gain for you acceptance with God. 

7. From thine own flesh ; thy brethren. Gen. 
29:14; 37:27; Neh. 5:5. But this must be 
understood of all who need our help. Compare 
our Lord’s answer to the question, “ Who is my 
neighbor ?” Luke 10: 29-37. 


| Or, - 


~ File ig Nts ve sak Sar 
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| _ his sight, the 
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Keeping the Sabbath. 
A. M, 3906. 


roe” 8 YJ Then *shall thy light break 
forth as the morning, and thy health 
shall spring forth speedily: and thy right- 
eousness shall go before thee; the glory 
of the Lorp shall *be thy rearward. 

9 Then shalt thou call, and the Lorp 
shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall 
say,Herel am. If thou take away from 
the midst of thee the yoke, the putting 
forth of the finger, and speaking vanity ; 

10 And 7f thou draw out thy soul to 
the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; 
then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and 
thy darkness be as the noonday: 

11 And the Lorp shall guide thee con- 
tinually, and satisfy thy soulint drought, 
and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt 
be like a watered garden, and like a 
spring of water, whose waters ? fail not. 

12 And they that shall be of thee shall 
build the old waste places: thou shalt 
raise up the foundations of many gener- 
ations; and thou shalt be called, The 
repairer of the breach, The restorer of 
paths to dwell in. 

13 4] If thou turn away thy foot from 
the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on 
my holy day ; and call the sabbath a de- 
light, the holy of the Lorp, honorable ; 
‘and shalt honor him, not doing thine own 
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, 
nor speaking thine own words : 

14 Then shalt thou delight thyself in 


aJob11:17. * Heb. gather thee up. f{ Heb. droughts. »b Psa. 
37:19. $ Heb. lie, or deceive. Q Ur, made him hide. e chap. 








’ 8. Before thee ; before Israel, to remove all ob- 

stacles from his path. The reference is to the jour- 

ney from Egypt to the land of Canaan. The glory 

of the Lord ; an allusion to the pillar of cloud and 
e, which went behind the Israelites in their pas- 

sage through the Red sea, and protected them from 
_ Pharaoh and his host. Exodus 14: 19, 20. 

9. The putting forth of the finger; a sign of 
scorn, like making a wide mouth, and drawing out 
the tongue. Chap. 57:4. 

10. Draw out thy soul; let thy compassion go 
forth in deeds of love. 

13. From the sabbath ; from trespassing upon 
its sanctity. The holy of the Lord, honorable ; 

; _— is, call the holy day of the Lord an honorable 


y: 
14. Ride upon the high places of the earth ; 
_ have victory and dominion over thine enemies. 
Deut. 32:13; 33:29. Compare Ezek. 36: 2. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


1. God’s ambassadors must not spare the sins of 
his people, whatever be the rank and standing of 
the transgressors, but must rebuke them with all 
plainness and fidelity. 

2. Great exactness and scrupulousness in respect 
to the outward observances of religion is often con- 
nected with great wickedness of heart and life. 

a 3. When men complain that their services are 
hot noticed and rewarded by God, they show clearly 
_ that their supposed services are an abomination in 

i Trait of formality and self-righteous- 


4-7. The true spirit of fasting lies in inward sor- 


ISAIAH LIX. 





Sins of the Jews. 


the Lorn; and I will cause thee to ride 
upon the high places of the earth, and 
feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
father: for the mouth of the Lorp hath 
spoken zt. 


CHAPTER LIX. 


1 The damnable nature ofsin. 3 Thesins of the Jews. 
9 Calamity is forsin. 16 Salvation is only of God. 
20 The covenant of the Redeemer. 


EHOLD, the Lorp’s hand is not short- 

/ ened, that it cannot save; neither 
his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 

2 But your iniquities have separated 
between you and your God, and your 
sins have Shid his face from you, that 
he will not hear. 

3 For ‘your hands are defiled with 
blood, and your fingers with iniquity ; 
your lips have spoken lies, your tongue 
hath muttered perverseness. 

4 None calleth for justice, nor any 
pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity, 
and speak hes; they conceive mischief, 
and bring forth iniquity. 

5 They hatch !cockatrice’s eggs, and 
weave the spider’s web: he that eateth 
of their eggs dieth, and that which is 
crushed* breaketh out into a viper. 

6 Their webs shall not become gar- 
ments, neither shall they cover them- 
selves with their works: their works are 
works of iniquity, and the act of violence 
7s in their hands. 





1:15. || Or, adder’s. * Or, sprinkled is as if there brake out a 
viper. Mat: 3:7; 12.534. 





sow for sin, and hearty renunciation of it in every 
form. Outward mortifications are of no value, ex- 
cept as they express the inward humiliation of the 
soul before tod. When men cleave to their wicked 
practices, and segk to cover them under the cloak 
of outward rites and penances, they provoke the 
wrath of Him who cannot be deceived and will not 
be mocked. Chap. 1:11,17; 1Sam. 15:22; Psa. 
00: 8-15; Joel 2:12, 13; Amos 5: 21-24; Micah 
6:6-8; Mat. 6: 16-18. 

8-12. When God’s people truly repent of their 
sins, and bring forth fruits meet for repentance, he 
does not delay to hear their prayers and bless them 
with his presence and salvation. 

13, 14. God has appointed the Sabbath as a day 
of holy rest, not only from worldly labor, but also 
from worldly thoughts and conversation. They 
only call it “a delight” and “honorable” who, 
with glad and willing hearts devote its sacred hours 
to communion with God and spiritual labors for 
the good of their fellow-men; and all such receive 
an aidan reward in the light of God’s counte- 
nance and the rich communications of his grace. 


CHAPTER LIX. 


5 Hatch cockatrice’s eggs, and weave the 
spider's web ; form mischievous plans. Eateth of 
their eggs ; has any thing to do with their wicked 
devices. That which ts crushed—a viper ; the 
operation of their plans is like breaking open a 
cockatrice’s egg, by which a venomous serpent is 
let loose. ‘ 

_ 6. Shall not become garments ; their iniqui- 
tous schemes shall not profit them. 
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Salvation cometh 


7 Their *feet run to evil, and they 
make haste to shed innocent blood: their 
thoughts are thoughts of iniquity ; wast- 
ing and *destruction are in their paths. 

8 The way of peace they know not; and 
there is no tjudgment in their goings: they 
have made them crooked paths; whoso- 
ever goeth therein shall not know peace. 

9 4 Therefore °is judgment far from 
us, neither doth justice overtake us: we 
wait for light, but behold obscurity ; for 
brightness, but we walk in darkness. 

10 We “grope for the wall like the 
blind, and we gropeas if we had no eyes: 
we *stumble at noonday as in the night; 
we are in desolate places as dead men. 

11 We roar all like bears, and ‘mourn 
sore like doves: we &look for judgment, 
but there is none; for salvation, but it is 
far off from us. 

12 For"our transgressions are multiplied 
before thee, and our sins testify against 
us: for our transgressions are with us; 
and as for our iniquities, we know them; 

13 In transgressing and ‘lying against 
the Lorp, and departing away from our 
God, speaking oppression and revolt, con- 
ceiving and uttering from the jheart 
words of falsehood. 

14 And judgment is turned away back- 
ward, and justice standeth afar off: for 
truth is fallen in the street, and equity 
cannot enter. 

15 Yea, truth faileth ; and he that de- 
parteth from evil # maketh himselfa prey: 
and the Lorp saw zt, and it $ displeased 
him that there was no judgment. 


ISAIAH LX. 


Srom God only, 


16 § And he *saw that there was *,% 30 


no man, and wondered that there was no — = 
intercessor: therefore his ‘arm brought 


salvation unto him; and his righteous- 
ness, it sustained him. 

17 For he put on ™righteousness as a 
breastplate, and a helmet of salvation 
upon his head; and he put on the gar- 
ments of vengeance for clothing, and was 
clad with "zeal as a cloak. 

18 According to their |\deeds, accord- 
ingly he will repay, fury to his adver- 
saries, recompense to his °enemies; to 
the islands he will repay recompense. 

19 So Pshall they fear the name of the 
Lorp from the west, and his glory from the 
rising of the sun. When the enemy shall 
come in %like a flood, the Spirit of the Lorp 
shall *lift up a standard against him. 

20 4 And 'the Redeemer shall come to 
Zion, and unto them that ‘turn from 
transgression in Jacob, saith the Lorp. 

21 As for me, this 7s my ‘covenant with 
them, saith the Lorp: My Spirit that zs 
upon thee, and my words which I have 
put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of 
thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy 
seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s 
seed, saith the Lorn, from henceforth 
and for ever. 


CHAPTER LX. 


1 The glory of the church in the abundant access of 
the Gentiles, 15 and the great blessings after a short 
affliction. 


RISE, t shine; for thy "light is come, 
and the glory of the Lorp is risen 
upon thee. 





a Rom. 3:15,etc. * Heb. breaking. f Or, right. 
Prov. 28:18, ¢ Lam, 5:16,17. da Deut. 28:29. © Amos 8:9. 
f Ezek.7:16.. g Jer.8:15. h Dan. 9:5,etc. ichap. 48:8; 
Jer. 2:19-21.  j Mat. 12:34. 4 Or, ts accounted mad ; Hosea 
9:7. % Heb. was evil in his eyes. k Ezek. 22:30. 1 Psa. 98:1. 


b: Psa 25 35: 


m Eph. 6:14,17. 1 John2: 17. 
19:97. p Mal 1:11. 
Slight ; James 4:7. r Rom. 11:26. 
etc. f Or, be enlightened ; for thy light cometh. 


|| Heb. recompenses. © Luke 
q Rev. 12:15,16. * Heb. put him to 

s Heb, 12:14. t Heb. 8:8, 
u Eph. 5:8, 





9. Judgment —justice ; God’s judgment, as 
manifested in the salvation of his people and the 
destruction of his foes. Ver. 11. 

14, Judgment —justice ; between man and 
man. 

16 Noman; that is, as immediately explained, 
no man to intercede in behalf of truth and equity. 
Brought salvation unto him; more exactly, 
“saved for himself;” that is, saved his people for 
his own glory. His righteowsness ; which bound 
him to maintain the cause of truth. 

17. Vengeance ; to be executed upon the wicked. 
Zeal; for his own cause and the glory of his own 
name. 

18. The islands ; the remote heathen nations 
that are banded together against him and his 
Anointed. These words describe the mighty judg- 
ments by which the kingdom of Satan is to be de- 
stroyed, and the kingdom of Christ established over 
all the earth, as is plain from the verses that follow. 
Compare Rev. 19: i1-21. 

21. With them; them that turn from trans- 
gression in Jacob, that is, the true bere of God. 
My Spirit—and my words ; God pledges to his 
church for all coming ages his word of truth, and 
his Spirit to give it efficacy. This glorious promise 
contains the secret of her unconquerable power, and 
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thus the prophet returns again to the latter-day 
glory of Zion. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-5. When God withdraws from his people the 
light of his countenance, and leaves them in dark- 
ness and affliction, it is not from his unwillingness 
to hear their prayers, or want of power to save 
them, but because of their iniquities unrepented of 
and unforsaken. 

6-14. All the devices of transgressors to deliver 
themselves from trouble without forsaking their 
sins and returning to God in faith and obedience, 
are vain. That there shall be no peace to the wicked 
is his appointment, and men cannot alter it. 

15-21. When wickedness comes in like a flood 
upon God’s church, and there is no human arm to 
stay it, he will interpose for the glory of his own 
name and the fulfilment of his promises to Zion. 
By his mighty judgments, working together with 
his word and Spirit, he will purify her from trans- 
gressors, and enlarge her borders until all nations 
are converted to her. 


CHAPTER LX. 


1. Arise, shine; the address is to Zion, that is, 
God’s church, of which the literal Zion was the 
representative. 














Glorious extension 
£42. 9 For, behold, the darkness shall 
’ cover the earth, and gross darkness the peo- 
_ ple: but the Lorn shall *arise upon thee, 


and his glory shall be seen upon thee. 
3 And the Gentiles shall come to thy 


light, and kings to the brightness of thy. 


rising. 

4 Lift up thine eyes round about, and 
see: all they gather themselves together, 
_ they come to thee: thy sons shall come 
from far, and thy daughters shall be 


nursed at thy side. 


5 Then thou shalt see, and flow together, 
and thy heart shall fear, and be enlarged ; 


 because* the *abundance of the sea shall 


be converted unto thee, the ¢ forces of the 
Gentiles shall come unto thee. 

6 The multitude of camels shall cover 
_ thee, the dromedaries of 4Midian and 
Ephah ; all they from *Sheba shall come: 
' they shall bring ‘gold and incense; and 
_ they shall show forth the praises of the 
_Lorp. 

_ 7 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gath- 
_ ered together unto thee, the rams of Ne- 


- baioth shall minister unto thee: they 


shall come up with acceptance on mine 


| altar, and &I will glorify the house of 


my glory. 
8 Whoare these that fly as a cloud, and 
as the doves to their windows 2 
- 9 Surely the ®isles shall wait for me, 
_ and the ships of Tarshish first, to bring 
_ thy sons from far, their ‘silver and their 
_ gold with them, unto the name of the 
Lorp thy God, and to the Holy One of 
Israel, because he hath glorified thee. 
- 10 And the sons of /strangers shall 
_ build up thy walls, and their kings shall 
minister unto thee: for in ‘my wrath I 
smote thee, but in my favor have I had 
_mercy on thee. 
11 Therefore thy gates shall be 'open 
continually ; they shall not be shut day 
nor night ; that men may bring unto thee 
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of the church. 


the forces of the Gentiles, and that their 
kings may be brought. 

12 For the nation and kingdom that 
will not serve thee shall perish; yea, 
those nations shall be utterly wasted. 

13 The glory of ™Lebanon shall come 
unto thee, the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and 
the box together, to "beautify the place 
of my sanctuary; and I will make the 
place of my feet ° glorious. 

14 The sons also of them that afflicted 
thee shall come bending unto thee; and 
all they that despised thee shall Pbow 
themselves down at the soles of thy feet; 
and they shall call thee, The city of the 
Lorn, The 4Zion of the Holy One of Is- 
rael. 

15 Whereas thou hast been "forsaken 
and hated, so*that no man went through 
thee, I will make thee an teternal excel- 
lency, a joy of many generations. 

16 Thou "shalt also suck the milk of 
the Gentiles, and shalt suck the breast 
of kings: and thou shalt know that YI 
the Lorp am thy Saviour and thy Re- 
deemer, the Mighty One of Jacob. 

17 For brass I will bring gold, and for 
iron I will bring silver, and for wood 
brass, and for stones iron: I will also 
make thy officers peace, and thine exac- 
tors Y righteousness. 

18 Violence shall no more be heard in 
thy land, wasting nor destruction within 
thy borders; but thou shalt call thy 
walls* Salvation, and thy gates Praise. 

19 The¥sun shall be no more thy light 
by day; neither for brightness shall the 
moon give light unto thee: but the Lorp 
shall be unto thee an everlasting lght, 
and thy *God thy glory. 

20 Thy sun shall no more go down; 
neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: 
for the Lorp shall be thine everlasting 
light, and the days of thy *mourning 
shall be ended. 





; a Mal.4:2: 2Cor. 4:6. » chap. 49: 6,23; Rev.21:24. ¢ Rom. | m Hosea 14:6,7. 0 Psa,96:6. © Psa.132:7. p Rev. 3:9. 
~ 11:25. * Or, noise of the sea shall be turned toward thee. + Or, | 4 Heb. 12:22. r Psa. 78:60,61. 8 Lam.1:4. t Rev. 3 212. 
wealth ; ver.11; chap. 61:6. 4 Gen. 25:4,13. e Psa. 72:10, | u chap, 66: 11,12. v chap. 43:3. w 2 Pet. 3:13. x chap. 26:1. 


f Mat. 2:11. g Hag.2:7,9. h chap. 42:4. 
Zech. 14:14. j Zech. 6:15. k chap. 57:17. 


i Psa. 68:30, 31; 
1 Rev. 21:25. 


y Rev. 21:23; 22:5. & Zech.2:5, a Rev. 21:4. 





5. Shall fear ; be filled with awe at this token 
_ of God’s presence and power. Be enlarged; swell 


~ with joy. 

6. Midian; east and south of the Moabites, 
_ who occupied the eastern border of the Dead sea 
_ southward from the Arnon. Ephah ; a tribe of 
the Midianites. Sheba; in the south of Arabia. 

_ 1. Kedar—Nebaioth ; northern tribes of Ara- 
bia. The different people here mentioned represent 
all nations. 

12. Serve thee ; this is to be understood of a will- 


} ing spiritual subjection to Christ the Head of the 


_ church, not of an outward and forcible subjection, 
a ogee a the false expectation of the ancient Jews. 
13. To beautify the place of my sanctuary ; 
the enlargement and glory of God’s spiritual tem- 
“e ple are here described under an image drawn from 








Solomon’s temple, the wood of which came from 
Lebanon. 1 Kings, 5: 1-15. 

17. For brass I will bring gold—for stones 
tron; every thing shall be made moré excellent. 
Compare chap. 9: 10. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

God’s covenant with Zion is, that his word and 
Spirit shall dwell with her for ever. These are 
mightier than the powers of darkness; so that in 
all her conflicts with them it is certain that she 
will, in the end, prevail. Thus her progress must 
be onward, until God shall at last bruise Satan 
under her feet, and give her a complete victory 
over him. Then will arise upon this world the 
long-promised day of millennial glory, whose bright- 
ness and blessedness shall far exceed what we in 
our darkness and ignorance are able to conceive. 

3 


The office of 


21 Thy people also shall be all *right- 
eous: “they shall inherit the land for ‘ever, 
the 4branch of my °planting, the work 
of my hands, that I may be glorified. 

22 A little one shall become a thou- 
sand, and a small one a strong nation: 
I the Lorp will hasten it in his time. 


CHAPTER LXI. 


1 The office of Christ. 4 The forwardness, 7 and bless- 
ings of the faithful. 


HE &£Spirit of the Lord Gop zs upon 

me; because the Lorp hath ‘anoint- 
ed me to preach good tidings unto the 
meek; he hath sent me to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to proclaim ‘liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the pris- 
on to them that are ‘bound ; 

2 To proclaim the acceptable ™ year of 
the Lorp, and the day of "vengeance of 
our God; to comfort all that ° mourn ; 

3 To appoint unto them that mourn in 
Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, 
the oil of Pjoy for mourning, the garment 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness ; that 
they might be called Trees of righteous- 
ness, The ‘planting of the Lorp, that he 
might be glorified. 

4 4 And they shall "build the old 
wastes, they shall raise up the former des- 
olations, and they shall repair the waste 
cities,the desolations of many generations. 

5 And strangers shall stand and feed 
your flocks, and the sons of the alien 
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shall be your ploughmen and your “3"6"eu 


vine-dressers. : 


6 But ye shall be named the *Priests of F 


the Lorp: men shall call you the tMin- 
isters of our God: ye shall eat the riches 
of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall 
ye boast yourselves. 


7 4 For your shame ye shall have"double; 3 : 


and for confusion they shall rejoice in 


their portion: therefore in their land — 


they shall possess the double: everlast- 
ing joy shall be unto them. 

8 For I the Lorn love judgment, I hate 
robbery for burnt-offering ; and I will di- 
rect their work in truth, and I will make 
an everlasting covenant with them. 

9 And their seed shall be known among 
the Gentiles, and their offspring among 
the people: all that see them shall ae- 
knowledge them, that they are the seed 
which the Lorp hath blessed. 

10 I will greatly “rejoice in the Lorp, 


my soul shall by joyful in my God; for ~ 


he hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, he hath covered me with the 
robe of *righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decketh *himself with ornaments, and as 


a bride ¥adorneth herself with her jewels. — 


11 For as the earth bringeth forth her 
bud, and as the garden causeth the things 
that are sown in it to spring forth ; so the 
Lord Gop will cause 7righteousness and 
praise* to spring forth before all the na- 
tions. 





a chap. 4:3; Rev. 21:27. b Mat. 5:3. ¢ chap. 62:4. d Jolin 
15:2. e Psa. 92:13. f Eph.2:10. g Luke 4:16-21. h John 
1:32: 3:34. i Psa. 45:7. j Psa. 147:3. k John 8:31-36. 
1 Rom. 7; 23-25. m Lev. 25:9, etc.; 2 Cor. 6:2. 2 Thes. 1: 9. 
o Mat. 5:4. p Jolin 16:20. 4chap. 60:21.  r chap. 58:12. 


a Ex. 19:6; 1 Pet, 2:5,.9; 
4:11,12. «a chap. 40:2; Zech. 9:12. 
w Neh. 8:10; Hab. 3:17, 18; Rom. 14:17. 
asapriest. y Rev, 21:2. % Psa. 72:3; 85: 11. 


Rev. 1:6. t Ezek. 44:11; Eph. 
v chap. 55:3; Psa. 50:5, 
x Rev. 19:8. * Heb, 
a chap. 62:7. 

















CHAPTER LXI. 

The Messiah, through whom alone the triumphs 
of Zion described in the preceding chapter are 
achieved, is now again distinctly brought to view. 
We must not, however, restrict these words to our 
Lord’s personal ministry. His Spirit dwelt in the 
prophets before, and in the apostles after his advent; 
and it dwells now in all his faithful ministers; so 
that through them instrumentally, not less than by 
his personal labors when he was on earth, he preaches 
good tidings to the meek, binds up the broken- 
hearted, and sets free the captives of Satan. 

1. Anointed me; Acts 4:27; 10:38. 

2. The acceptable year ; the year of God’s favor 
to Zion; the same as the “year of my redeemed,” 
chap. 63:4, and the “set time to favor Zion,” 
Psa. 102:13. The day of vengeance; upon 
Zion’s enemies. 

3. The oil of joy ; 
oil on festive occasions. 2Sam. 14:2; Psa. 23: 
Mat. 6:17. 

4. The old wastes; of Zion. 
49:8; 58: 12. 

5. Strangers shall stand—vine-dressers ; see 
note on chap. 14: 2. é ; 

6. Priests of the Lord; as offering to him 
spiritual sacrifices. The reference is to Lx. 19: 6, 
where the Israelites are called “a kingdom of 
priests.” In this and the preceding verse, the dis- 
tinction between ancient Israel and the surrounding 
“ strangers” and “sons of the alien,” is transferred 


the allusion is to the use of 
95 


Compare chap. 





to the true spiritual Israel and those without her 
inclosure. 

7. Double ; a double reward. The recompense 
shall exceed the shame. They shall rejoice; 
the sons of Zion. 
elsewhere, from the second to the third person. 
In their land; in their own land after their res- 
toration from captivity. But the deliverance of 
Israel from captivity represents here the redemp- 
tion of God’s people in the widest sense. 

8. Love judgment —burnt-offering ; God’s 
love of righteousness, and hatred of hypocrisy and 
wickedness, move him to interpose in 
people. I will direct their work in truth; 
rather, “I will give their reward in truth.” 

10. I will greatly rejoice ; the speaker seems 
to be the same as in the first verse of the following 
chapter, that is, the prophet speaking in the name 
of Zion’s watchman. Compare chap. 62:6. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 
1-3. The Lord Jesus came “ to save that which 


was lost,” and a true apprehension of our lost con- 


dition will make him a precious Saviour to our 
souls. To the self-righteous and worldly-minded, 
who “have their portion in this life,” he has no 
beauty that they should desire him; but to the 
sorrowful and broken-hearted, who mourn because 


of their bondage to sin, and feel that they have no — 
power to deliver themselves, he is “the chiefest — 
among ten thousand,” and “ altogether lovely.’ — 
Luke 4: 18, 19, compared with chap. 11:4; 57:10; 


the Messiah. 4 


The address changes, as often 


ehalf of his — 4 


B. C. 698, Bd 
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The prophet’s zeal. 
oem CHAPTER LXII. 


B. C. 698. 


The fervent desire of the prophet to confirm the 
church in God’s promises. 6 The office of the min- 
isters (unto which they are incited) in preaching the 
gospel, 10 and preparing the people thereto. 


| Tj\OR Zion’s sake will I not hold my 
peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I 
will not *rest, until the righteousness 
_ thereof go forth as »brightness, and the 
salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. 
| 2 And the Gentiles shall see thy right- 
- eousness, and all kings thy glory: and 
thou shalt be called by a “new name, 
which the mouth of the Lorp shall name. 
|} 3 Thou shalt also be a ‘crown of glory 
|} in the hand of the Lorn, and a royal di- 
| adem in the hand of thy God. 
| 4 Thou shalt no more be termed ° For- 
saken; neither shall thy land any more 
be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be 
_ ealled *Hephzi-bah, and thy land t Beu- 
_ Jah: for the Lorn delighteth in thee, and 
_ thy land shall be ‘married. 
5 For as a young man marrieth a vir- 
- gin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and 
_ as? the bridegroom rejoiceth over the 
| bride, so shall thy God rejoice over 
| thee. 
| 6 { LThaveset watchmen upon thy walls, 
O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their 
_ peace day nor night: ye that make men- 
_ tion of the Lorn, keep not silence, 
7 And give him no ' rest, till he estab- 


ee 
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Gospel promises. 


lish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise 
in the earth. 

8 The Lorp hath sworn by his right 
hand, and by the arm of his strength, 
Surely* I will no more give thy corn to 
be meat for thine enemies; and the sons 
of the stranger shall not drink thy wine, 
for the which thou hast labored: 

9 But they that have gathered it shall 
eat it, and praise the Lorp; and they 
that have brought it together shall drink 
it in the courts of my holiness. 

10 4] Go through, go through the gates ; 
prepare ye the way of the people; cast 
up, cast up the highway ; gather out the 
stones; lift up a ‘standard for the people. 

11 Behold, the Lorp hath proclaimed 
unto the end of the world, Say ye to the 
daughter of Zion, Behold, jthy salvation 
cometh ; behold, his *reward zs with him, 
and his t work before him. 

12 And they shall call them, The holy 
people, The redeemed of the Lorp: and 
thou shalt be called, ‘Sought out, A city 
not forsaken. 


CHAPTER LXIII. 


1 Christ showeth who he is, 2 what his victory over 
his enemies, 7 and what his mercy toward his church. 
10 In his just wrath he remembereth his free mercy. 
15 The church in their prayer, 17 and complaint, 
profess their faith. 


\ HO zs this that cometh from Edom, 
‘¥Y with dyed garments from Bozrah ? 





& ver. 6,7. » Prov. 4:18 c¢ Rev. 2:17. 4d Zech. 9:16. 
* That is, My delight is in her. 
79,10. $ Heb. with the joy of the 


idegroom, g Jer.32:41. % Or, that are the LORD'S remem- 


brancers. || Heb. silence. * Heb. If I give. “h chap. BT: 14. 
i Ex. 17:15; chap. 18:3. j Zech.9:9; John12:14, 15. k Rev. 
22:12. ¢ Or, recompense. 1 Ezek. 34:11-16; John 4: 23. 





| 66:2; and Psa. 51:17; Mat.5: 3-5; 9:13; 18:11; 
Luke 18:13, 14; John 16:20. 

7. The chastisement which God inflicts upon his 
people is often long-continued. But the harvest of 
righteousness and peace and joy that springs from 

_ it will be so abundant, that the suffering will be 
_ forgotten in comparison with the “ far more exceed- 
_ ing and eternal weight of glory” that follows. 

9. God will not only save his people, but will 
_ compel all nations to see and acknowledge that 

their salvation is from himself. 

10. All “ our righteousnesses” are loathsome and 
abominable, but the garment of Christ’s righteous- 
hess and salvation, wherewith he clothes his people, 
1s excellent and glorious in the view of all behold- 
_ ers; it fills the Seazte of its possessors with “ the 
; peace of God, which passeth understanding,” with 
_ “joy unspeakable oe full of glory.” 


CHAPTER LXII. 


_ 1. Will Inot hold my peace—will not rest; from 
| intercession with God for Zion. Compare ver. 6, 7. 
} . * Anew name ; like that mentioned in ver. 4, 
_ denoting her new and glorious character and con- 
dition. Compare Rev. 2:17. 

| 3. Crown—diadem ; these figures denote her 
excellence and dignity. In the hand of the 
Lord ; under his safe keeping. 

9. Thy sons marry thee; viewed in one aspect 
the church is the mother of believers, for in her 


| i are spiri 
4S ride for they have chosen her, and are devoted to 







iritually born; in another, she is their 
er welfare. This blending of figures in metaphor 
is natural and beautiful. 





6. Watchmen; the ministers of the church, 
which is here represented by Jerusalem. Make 
mention of the Lord; rather, as the marginal 
reading, “ put the Lord in remembrance,” that is, 
of his promises to Jerusalem. Chap. 43:26; Jer. 
14: 21. 

10. Go through the gates; of Babylon, in 
escaping from captivity. Compare chap. 48: 20; 
52:11,12. But we must not restrict the prophet’s 
words to the literal deliverance from Babylon. 
This is rather to be considered as an earnest and 
pledge of greater deliverances in the coming days 
of the Messiah’s kingdom. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. God will be inquired of by his people for the 
fulfilment of his glorious promises. It is in answer 
to their fervent prayers, that he appears for their 


salvation; and in this work of intercession, Zion’s 


watchmen are called to take the lead. Ver. 6, 7. 

5. The true children of Zion prefer her above their 
chief joy, and are willing to give both their substance 
and their life to the advancement of her welfare. 

8-12. Though all the powers of darkness are 
combined against Zion to desolate and destroy her, 
they cannot hinder her triumph. This is made 
sure to her by the oath of Jehovah; what he has 
promised he will perform in the eyes of all nations, 
so that they shall be compelled to acknowledge 
that she is “‘ the redeemed of the Lord.” 


CHAPTER LXIII. 


1. Cometh from Edom ; cometh as a conqueror 
from Edom, where he has inflicted vengeance upon 
the foes of Zion. The Edomites were among the 

5 


Christ showeth his 


this that is *glorious in his apparel, trav- 
elling in the greatness of his strength? 
I that speak in righteousness, mighty to 
save. 

2 Wherefore *art thou red in thine ap- 
parel, and thy garments like him that 
treadeth in the wine-fat ? 

3 I have trodden the wine-press alone ; 
and of the people there was none with 
me: for] will tread them in mine anger, 
and trample them in my fury; and their 
blood shall be sprinkled upon my gar- 
ments, and I will stain all my raiment. 

4 For the "day of vengeance 7s in my 
heart, and the year of my redeemed is 
come. 

5 And I looked, and there was none to 
help; and I wondered that there was 
none to uphold: therefore mine own arm 
brought salvation unto me; and my fury, 
it upheld me. 

6 And I will tread down the people in 
mine anger, and make them ‘drunk in 
my fury, and I will bring down their 
strength to the earth. 

7 {I will mention the ‘loving-kind- 
nesses of the Lorn, and the ¢ praises of the 
Lorp, according to all that the Lorp 
hath bestowed on us, and the great good- 
ness toward the house of Israel, which 
he hath bestowed on them according to 
his mercies, and according to the multi- 
tude of his loving-kindnesses. 

8 For he said, Surely they are my people, 
children that will not lie: so he was their 
Saviour. 

9 In all their affliction fhe was afflict- 
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ed, and the Angel of his pres- *,%2% 


ence saved them: in his love and in — 


his pity he redeemed them; and he 


bare" them, and carried them all the 


days of old. 


10 ¥ But they rebelled, and ‘vexed his — : 


power to save, 


A. M. 3306, — 


Holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to — ; 


be their Jenemy, and he fought against 


them. 


old, Moses, and his people, saying, Where 
is. he that brought them up out of the sea 
with the tshepherd of his flock? where 
is he that put his 'Holy Spirit within 
him? 


Moses with his glorious arm, ™dividing 


the water before them, to make himself. % 


an everlasting name ? 


11 Then he ‘remembered the days of = 


12 That led them by the right hand of 


13 That led them through the deep, as. 


a horse in the wilderness, that they 
should not stumble ? 

14 As a beast goeth down into the val- 
ley, the Spirit of the Lorp caused him to 
rest; so didst thou lead thy people, to 
make® thyself a glorious name. 

15 §[ Look down from heaven, and be- 
hold from the °habitation of thy holiness 
and of thy glory: where zs thy zeal and 
thy strength,the sounding of thy? bowels 
and of thy mercies toward me? are they 
restrained ? 

16 Doubtless thouart our Father, though 
Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel 
acknowledge us not: thou, O Lorp, art 
our Father, our Redeemer ; thy name ts 
from everlasting. 





* Heb. decked. a Rev. 19:13,15. b Zeph. 3:8 ¢ Jer, 25:26, 
27. 4d Hosea2:19. e Psa. 3:63. f Judg. 10:16; Zech. 2:8; Mat. 
25 :40,45; Acts9:4. g Ex.14:19, h Deut.32:11,12. iActs7:51; 
Eph. 4:30, j Lam.2:5, k Lev, 26:42. f Or, shepherds; Psa. 


77:20. 1 Num.11:17,25; Neh.9:20. m Ex, 14:21, etc. wg 
Sam, 7:23. © 2 Chron. 30:27. ¥ Or, multitude. p Jer. 31:20; 
Hosea 11:8. Q Or, our Redeemer from everlasting is thy name. 





bitterest enemies of the Jews, and they here repre- 
sent all the enemies of God’s people. Bozrah; 
one of the principal cities of Edom, lying south-east 
of the Dead sea. 

3. Trodden the wine-press ; destroyed my ene- 
mies, who are compared to grapes trodden in the 
wine-press. The work which Sahowah here per- 
forms is elsewhere ascribed to Christ. Rev. 19:15. 
Compare John 5: 19-23. 

4. The year of my redeemed; the year of their 
deliverance; the same as “ the acceptable year of 
the Lord.” Chap. 61:2. 

5. I looked ; compare chap. 59: 16. 

6. Their strength; rather, “their blood,” as 
the same word is rendered verse 3, in allusion to 
the juice of trampled grapes. 

7. I will mention the loving-kindnesses of 
the Lord; throughout the remainder of this and the 
following chapter the prophet, in the name of the 
pious remnant among the Jews, acknowledges God’s 
great goodness to his covenant people, confesses their 
sins, and supplicates the return of his favor. 

The Angel of his presence; the Angel in 
whose person Jehovah was present. Ex. 14:19; 
23 : 20-23; 32:34. From a comparison of these 
passages with Gen. chap. 18; Ex. 33:14; Num. 
22 : 22-35; Josh. 5: 13-15; Judges 6 : 11-23; chap. 

906 





13; we learn that the Angel of God’s presence was 
Jehovah himself. And since “no man hath seen 
God at any time,” it must have been he who “ was 
in the beginning with God,” and “ was God,” man- 


ifesting himself in vision, as he was afterwards 


“ manifest in the flesh.” 

11. Then; in their affliction. He remembered ; 
Israel remembered. Shepherd of his flock; 
Moses. 

13. In the wilderness; that is, in the open 
desert, which offers no obstruction to the course of 
the horse. 

14. Down into the valley; that is, to 
there in a quiet and safe retreat. 

15. Look down ; the prophet speaks in the name 
of the church. Sownding ; yearning motion. See 
note on chap. 16:11. 

16. Abraham be ignorant—acknowledge us 
not ; though we be not, “according to the flesh,” 
the children of Abraham and Israel. We need not 
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understand these words of Gentiles in contrast with 


Jews. 
church, Jewish and Gentile; and they contain an 
intimation that, in the days of the Messiah, “the 
children of Abraham ” shall no longer be reckoned 
according to outward descent. Cooipets Rom. 
4:11, 12. ; 


They are rather the prayer of the whole & 




























_ Appeal of the 
hese. 17 YO Lorp, why hast thou made 
us to *err from thy ways, and * hardened 
our heart from thy fear? °Return for 
_ thy servant’s sake, the tribes of thine 
inheritance. 
- 18 The people of thy holiness have 
| possessed zt but a little while: our ad- 
__versaries have trodden ‘down thy sanc- 
}  tuary. 
‘19 We are thine: thou never barest rule 
over them; *they were not called by thy 


4 be name. 
m CHAPTER LXIV. 


_-] The church prayeth for the illustration of God’s 
wer. 5 Celebrating God’s mercy, it maketh con- 
ession of their natural corruptions. 9 It complain- 
eth of their affliction. 


H *that thou wouldest rend the heav- 
1 2 ens, that thou wouldest come down, 
| that the ‘mountains might flow down at 
thy presence, 
_ 2 As when tthe melting fire burneth, 
_ the fire causeth the waters to boil, to 
_ make thy name known to thine adver- 
| saries, that the nations may tremble at 
_ thy presence! 
3 When thou didst terrible things 
| which we looked not for, thou camest 
| down, the "mountains flowed down at 
| thy presence. 
4 Forisince the beginning of the world 
| men have not heard, nor perceived by the 
| ear, neither hath the eye tseen, O God, 
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church unto God. 


beside thee, what he hath prepared for 
him that waiteth for him. 

5 Thou) meetest him that rejoiceth and 
worketh righteousness, those that remem- 
ber thee in thy ways: behold, thou art 
wroth ; for we have sinned: in those is 
Kcontinuance, and we shall be saved. 

6 But we are all as an unclean thing, 
and all our 'righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and 
our iniquities, like the wind, have taken 
us away. 

7 And ™there is none that calleth upon 
thy name, that stirreth up himself to . 
take hold of thee: for thou hast "hid thy 
face from us, and hast Sconsumed us, 
because |! of our iniquities. 

8 But now, O Lorp, thou art our Fa- 
ther ; °weare the clay, and thou our pot- 
ter; and we all are the work of thy hand. 

9 {| Be not wroth very sore, O Lorp, 
neither Premember iniquity for ever: be- 
hold, see, we beseech thee, we are all thy 
people. 

10 Thy holy cities are a wilderness, Zion 
is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation. 

11 Our holy and our ‘beautiful house, 
where our fathers praised thee, is burned 
up with fire: and all our pleasant things 
are laid waste. 

12 Wilt thou refrain thyself for these 
things, O Lorp? wilt thou hold thy 
peace, and afflict us very sore? 









a Psa. 119:10. b chap. 6:10; Rom.9:17,18 ¢ Psa. 90:13. 
_ @ Psa. 74:6-8. * Or, thy name was not called upon them, 
| @ Psa. 144:5. f Judg. 5:5; Micah 1:4. + Heb. the fire of melt- 


> tage. ¢ Psa. 65:5. b Hab. 3:3,6. i1Cor.2:9. § Or, seena 


j Acts 10:35, k Mal. 
4 Heb. melted. 
Pr Psat79::8; etc: 


God beside thee, which doeth so for him, 
3:6. 1 Phil. 3:9. m Hosea7:7. mn Hoseai:15. 
|| Heb. by the hand; Job8:4. o Jer. 18:6. 

q Lam. 2:7. r chap. 42:14. 



















17. Made us to err—hardened our heart; 

‘a a chap. 6:9, 10; 29:10. 

18. Possessed it ; the promised land. 

19. Over them ; over their enemies. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

_ _ 1-6. God corrects his own people in measure, 
for their sanctification and future enlargement; 
_ but their enemies are crushed and destroyed by his 

} judgments, like grapes beneath the feet of them 
that tread the wine-press. 

7-19. The prayerful review of God’s dealings 

_ with his covenant people is eminently profitable to 

__ believers. While it humbles them in view of man’s 

weakness, waywardness, and inconstancy, it encour- 

_ ages them in view of God’s power and hithfalnem, 


— to destroy the kingdom of Satan, and estab- 
the kingdom of his Son Jesus Christ over all 
the earth. 


CHAPTER LXIV. 
1. Might down ; compare Judg. 5:5; 
» Pas. 97:5; icah 1:4; Nahum 1:5. 
4. Seen, O God, beside thee; or, as the mar- 
gin, “seen a God beside thee who doeth for him 
that waiteth for him;” that is, doeth wonders. 
__ The apostle Paul applies these words to the wisdom 
of Jay as manifested in the plan of redemption, 
Ps nag mere, the princes of this world knew.” 
a or. 2: 6-10. 

_ 5. Thou meetest ; with thy favor. Rejoiceth 
and worketh righteousness ; worketh righteous- 
ness with holy gladness. Im those; probably, in 


eet iay 


ita 


and the glorious manifestations he has made of his | P 





thy ways. Continwance ; permanency ; that is, 
firm prosperity. Shall be saved; by continuing 
in them. 

7. Calleth upon thy name—to take hold of 
thee; earnestly intercedes with thee in behalf of 


thy people. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 


14. Every deliverance which God has vouch- 
safed to his people is not only a manifestation of 
his power to save, but a pledge that he will exert 
that power to make the cause of truth and right- 
eousness triumphant. 

To see and acknowledge our own utter vile- 
ness, emptiness, and weakness, is an indispensable 
reparation for receiving the righteousness “ which 
is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith.” 

7. The want of a fervent spirit of intercessory 

rayer is one of the saddest proofs of God’s absence 
ae his people, and its return is a sure token that 
he is again among them and preparing to bless 
them. 

8. We have a right to plead our entire depend- 
ence upon God as a reason why he should inter- 

se for our salvation; but this must always be 
ine in the spirit of repentance and active obedi- 


ence. 
9-12. The depressed and desolate condition of 
Zion is a valid argument with God why he should 
interpose for her salvation. He has promised to 
make her “an eternal excellency, a joy of many ‘ 

generations.” Chap. 60:15. 
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Calling of the Gentiles. 


CHAPTER LXV. 


1 The calling of the Gentiles. 2 The Jews, for their 
incredulity, idolatry, and hypocrisy, are rejected. 8 
A remnant shall be saved. 11 Judgments on the 
wicked, and blessings on the godly. 17 The blessed 
state of the new Jerusalem. 


*AM sought of them that asked not for 

me; I am found of them that sought 
me not: I said, Behold me, behold me, 
unto a nation that was not called by my 
name. 

2 [>have spread out my hands all the 
day unto a rebellious people, which walk- 
eth in a way that was not good, after their 

-own thoughts ; 

3 A people that °provoketh me to anger 
continually to my face; that ¢sacrificeth 
in gardens, and burneth incense upon 
altars* of brick ; 

4 Which remain among the graves, and 
lodge in the monuments; which eat 
swine’s flesh, and tbroth of abominable 
things is in their vessels ; 

5 Which say, Stand by thyself, come 
not near to me; for I am holier than 
thou. These are a smoke in my nose, a 
fire that burneth all the day. 

6 Behold, zt zs written before me: I 
will not keep silence, but will recom- 
pense, even recompense into their bosom, 

7 Your iniquities, and the iniquities of 
your fathers together, saith the Lorp, 
which have burned incense upon the 
mountains, and blasphemed me upon the 
hills: therefore will I measure their for- 
mer work into their bosom. 

8 4 Thus saith the Lorn, As the new 
wine is found in the cluster, and one 
saith, Destroy it not; for a blessing zs in 
it: so will I do for my servants’ sake, 
that I may not destroy them all. 

9 And I will bring forth a seed out of 


ISAIAH LXV. 


Judgments and blessings - 


A. M. 3306 


Jacob, and out of Judah an inher- 4,™55%8 


itor of my mountains: and mine ®elect 


shall inherit it, and my servants shall 
dwell there. 

10 And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, 
and the valley of Achor a place for the © 
herds to lie down in, for my people that 
have sought me. 

11 4 But ye are they that forsake the 
Lorp, that forget my holy mountain, that 
prepare a table for that Stroop, and that 
furnish the drink-offering unto that |num- 
ber. 

12 Therefore ‘will Inumber you to the 
sword, and ye shall all bow down tothe ~ 
slaughter: because when I called, ye 
did not answer; when I spake, ye did 
not hear; but did evil before mine eyes, 
and did choose that wherein I delighted 
not. % 

13 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop, 
Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye — 
shall be hungry: behold, my servants 
shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty: be- 
hold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye 
shall be ashamed: 

14 Behold, my servants shall sing for — 
joy of heart, but »ye shall cry for sorrow — 
of heart, and shall how! for *vexation of 
spirit. * 

15 And ye shall leave your name for 
a ‘curse unto my chosen: for the Lord 
Gop shall slay thee, and call his servants 
by another name: - 

16 That he who /blesseth himself in 
the earth shall bless himself in the God 
of truth; and he that *sweareth in the 
earth shall swear by the God of truth; 
because the former troubles are forgot- 
ten, and because they are hid from mine 
eyes. 





a Rom, 9:24,30. b Rom. 10:21. 
* Heb. bricks. } Or, pieces. § Or, anger. 
3 Or, Gad. || Or, Meni. f Zeph.1:4-6, 


CHAPTER LXV. 

1,2. Them that asked not for me; the Gen- 
tiles. A rebelliows people ; Israel. See the apos- 
tle Paul’s explanation of these two verses, Rom. 
10:20, 21. The prophet then proceeds to rebuke 
the Jews for their sins, and to show them that the 
kingdom of God shall be taken from them and given 
to others. 

3. Sacrificeth ; to idols. 
were a common resort for idolaters. Upon altars 
of brick ; literally, “ upon bricks.” _Some suppose 
an allusion to the command given, Ex. 20: 24, 25, 
that God’s altars should be made of earth or un- 
hewn stone. But it is more probable that the bricks 
eal contained images or symbols of their 
gods. 

4, Among the graves—in the monuments ; 
they used sepulchral caves for their idolatrous rites. 
The word rendered “ monuments” rather signifies 
recesses, caverns in the rocky cliffs. Hat swine’s 
flesh ; which was forbidden by the law of Moses, 
Ley. 11:7, and was undoubtedly connected with 
idolatrous observances. 


ce Deut. 32:21, d Lev.17:5, 
e Rom. 11:5, 7. 
g 2Chron. 36: 15; 





In gardens ; which 





Prov. 1:24, etc. h Mat. 8:12. * Heb, breaking. 


i Zech. 8:13. 
j Jer.4:2. k Deut. 6:13; Psa. 63:11. . 





5. A smoke in my nose, a fire; they excite 
my wrath. Compare Psa. 18:8. 

8. New wine; that is. juice from which new 
wine can be made. The cluster; probably a 
good cluster among a mass of corrupt clusters 
which the vintagers are destroying. A blessing 
is in it; God has blessed it, and thus made it 
valuable. Here, as often elsewhere, the prophet 
foretells the preservation of a pious remnant amid 
the general destruction of the people. Chapters 
4:3; 6:13; 10:20-23; 11:11; 17:6-8; 24:13; 


30:17. , 


11. Ye; the mass of the Jewish people. That 
troop—that number ; in the margin, “ Gad” and 
“Meni,” names of false gods. 

13. My servants ; the true worshippers of Jeho- 
vah, mentioned verses 9, 10 


15. Shall slay thee; the outward Israel. His 


servants ; the true Israel; the same as the seed 
which God will bring forth out of Jacob. Ver. 9. 


By another name ; the church of God shall no ey: 


longer be named from Israel, but from Christ, with- 
out respect to outward descent. * ae 











shall not be remembered, nor come *into 





eA BRE AS ees 


PR PE SS, 


Blessed state of 


people a joy. 


. the beginning of the Christian dispensation, or even 


_ as a promise of great spiritual vigor under the fig- 






os fem curse shall be executed upon the serpent 
an 


rejected him, he took from them the kingdom of 






A.M. 3306. 17 { For, behold, I create *new 


heavens and anew earth: and the former 


mind. 

18 But be ye glad and "rejoice for ever 
in that which I create: for, behold, I 
create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her 


19 And ©] will rejoice in Jerusalem, and 
joy in my people: and the voice of 4 weep- 
ing shall be no more heard in her, nor 
the voice of crying. . 

20 There shall be no more thence an 
infant of days, nor an old man that hath 
not filled his days: for the child shall 
die a hundred years old; but the °sinner 
being a hundred years old shall be ac- 
eursed. 

21 And fthey shall build houses, and 
inhabit them; and they shall plant vine- 
yards, and eat the fruit of them. 

22 They shall not build, and Sanother 
inhabit; they shall not plant, and another 
eat: for as the days of a treeare"the days 
of my people, and mine elect shall f long 
enjoy the work of their hands. 

23 They shall not labor in vain, nor 
bring forth for trouble; for ‘they are the 





seed of the blessed of the Lorn, and their 


offspring with them. 


a 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1. * Heb. upon the heart. » chap. | 
fil: 11; 1 Thes. 5:16. ¢ chap. 62:5. d Rev. 7:17. e Eccl. 8:12, | 
+13. f Amos9:14. g Lev. 26:16; Deut. 28:30. hb Psa. 92:12. 
¢ Heb. make them continue long, or wear out. i chap.61:9; Rom. 





ISAIAH LXVI. 


| © chap. 67: 15. 


the New Jerusalem. 


24 And it shall come to pass, that be- 
fore they call, I will answer; and / while 
they are yet speaking, I will hear. 

25 The * wolf and the lamb shall feed 
together, and the lion shall eat straw 
like the bullock: and !dust shall be the 
serpent’s meat. They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy mountain, saith 
the Lorp. 


CHAPTER LXVI. 


1 The glorious God will be served in humble sincerity. 
5 He comforteth the humble with the marvellous 
generation, 10 and with the gracious benefits of the 
church. 15 God’s severe judgments against the 
wicked. 19 The Gentiles shall have a holy church, 
24 and see the damnation of the wicked. 


HUS saith the Lorp, The ™heaven zs 

my throne, and the earth zs my foot- 
stool: where zs the house that ye build 
unto me? and where zs the place of my 
rest ? 

2 For all those things hath my hand 
made, and all those things have been, 
saith the Lorp: but to this man will I 
look, even to him that is "poor and of a 
contrite® spirit, and Ptrembleth at my 
word. 

3 He that killeth an ox zs as if he slew 
a man; he that sacrificeth a? lamb, as if 
he cut off a dog’s neck; he that offereth 
an oblation, as if he offered swine’s blood: 

8. j Psa. 32 :5; Dan. 9:20,21. &k chap. 11:6-9. 1 Gen. 


m 2 Chron. 6:18; Mat. 6:34; Acts 17:24, uo Mat. 6:3. 
p Ezra 9:4; 10:3; Prov. 28:14. ¢ Or, kid, 





O27, 5 
3:14. 





17. New heavens and a new earth; the new 
and glorious order of things under the Messiah. 
There is no necessity for limiting this promise to 


to this world. It includes the whole history of 
Christ’s kingdom, to its final consummation in 
heaven. Compare Rev. 21:1. 

20. An infant of days ; whose life is only a 
few days. An old man—his days; one who, 
though he has reached an advanced age, yet dies 
prematurely. The child—old; one who dies at 
that age shall be considered as dying in childhood. 
The sinner—accursed ; shall be accursed by be- 
ing prematurely cut off at the age of a hundred 
years. Compare ver. 22. But we need not inter- 
pret the aOR literally. They may be understood 


ure of extreme longevity. 
22. As the days of a tree; such as an oak 
which is supposed to live a thousand years and 


ar ; 
. The wolf—the bullock ; see note on chap. 
11:6-9. Dust shall be the serpent’s meat ; the 


his seed. Gen. 3:14. The kingdom of Satan 
shall be crushed and prostrate. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 
1, 2. Christ will always have a seed to serve 
im. When the great body of the Jewish people 


God and gave it to the Gentiles. So will he con- 
tinue to deal with every branch of his visible 
church that proves unfaithful to its high calling. 
5. Great wickedness and great self-righteousness 
are often found united in the same persons and 
‘communities. ; 





7. When the children sanction and perpetuate 
the sins of their fathers, God will recompense both 
together into their bosom. Gen. 15:16; Mat. 
23: 32, 34-36. 

8-16. The same wind which blows away the 
chaff, cleanses the wheat and makes it ready for the 
garner; so the same judgments of God oa aes de- 
stroy the wicked from among his people, purify the 
righteous and prepare them for a more abundant 
increase. 

17-25. Many prophets and righteous men de- 
sired to see the Redeemer’s wonderful works, and 
to hear his words of heavenly wisdom, but died 
without beholding him; so they who come after 
us shall enjoy such manifestations of his glory 
as our eyes have not been permitted to witness ; 
for the progress of his kingdom must be onward, 
from glory to glory, until it shall end in the ever- 
lasting light and blessedness of heaven. 


CHAPTER LXVI. 

1. Where is the house that ye build unto 
me? what house can ye build that shall be worthy 
of my majesty? Compare 1 Kings, 8:27. 

2. All those things; heaven and earth: they 
have been of old my temple, and I need no dwelling- 

lace made with hands. Compare Acts 7: 48-50; 
ty :24, 25. To this man will I look ; with ap- 
probation; the same as, “ with him will I dwell,” 
chap. 57:15. Jehovah shows what is the temple 
which he loves. ; 

3. Killeth an oz; in sacrifice. As tf he slew 
aman; in sacrifice. The meaning is, that all the 
services prescribed by the Mosaic law are utterly 
abominable to God when offered by wicked men 
and in a wicked spirit. Compare chap. 1: 13-15. 

° 909 


Wonders wrought 


he that *burneth incense, as zf he bless- 
edanidol. Yea, they have chosen their 
own ways, and their soul delighteth in 
their abominations. 

4 I also will choose their t delusions,® 
and will bring their fears upon them; 
because? when I called, none did answer; 
when I spake, they did not hear: but they 
did evil before mine eyes, and chose that 
in which I delighted not. 

5 ¥ Hear the word of the Lorp, ye that 
tremble* at his word: Your brethren that 
hated you, that cast you out for my 
name’s sake, said, Let the Lorp be glori- 
fied: but he shall appear to your joy, and 
they shall be ashamed. 

6 A voice of noise from the city, a voice 
from the temple, a voice of the Lorn that 
rendereth recompense to his enemies. 

7 Before she travailed, she brought 
forth ; before her pain came, she was de- 
livered of a man-child. 

8 Who hath heard such a thing? who 
hath seen such things? Shall the earth 
be made to bring forth in one day ? or 
shall a nation be born at once? ‘for as 
soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth 
her children. 

9 Shall I bring to the birth, and not 
cause? to bring forth? saith the Lorn: 
shall I eause to bring forth, and shut the 
womb 2 saith thy God. 

10 Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be 
glad with her, all ye that love her: re- 
joice for joy with her, all ye that mourn 
for tier: 

11 That ye may suck, and be satisfied 
with the breasts of her consolations ; 
that ye may milk out, and be delighted 
with the Sabundance of her glory. 


ISAIAH LXVI. 


Sor the church. 


12 For thus saith the Lorn, Be- *3":."t. 
hold, I will extend peace to her like a 
river, and the glory of the Gentiles like 
a flowing stream: then shall ye suck, 
ye &shall be borne upon her sides, and 
be dandled upon her knees. 

13 As one whom his mother comforteth, 
so will I comfort you; and ye shall be 
comforted in Jerusalem. 

14 And when ye see this, your heart 
shall rejoice, and your ‘bones shall 
flourish like an herb: and the hand of 
the Lorp shall be known toward his 
servants, and his indignation toward his 
enemies. 

15 For, Jbehold, the Lorp will come 
with fire, and with his chariots like a 
whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, 
and his rebuke with flames of fire. 

16 For by fire and by his sword will 
the Lorp plead with all flesh: and the 
slain of the Lorp shall be many. 

17 They that * sanctify themselves, and 
purify themselves in the gardens ! behind 
one tree in the midst, eating swine’s flesh, 
and the abomination, and the mouse, 
shall be consumed together, saith the 
Lorp. 

18 For I know their works and their 
thoughts: it shall come, that I will gather 
all nations and tongues; and they shall 
come, and see my glory. 

19 And I will set a'!sign among them, 
and I will send those that escape of them 
unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and 
Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal and 


Javan, to the isles afar off, that have not- 


heard my fame, neither have seen my 
glory ; ™and they shall declare my glory 
among the Gentiles. 





* Heb. maketh a memorial of ; Lev.2:2. _¢ Ordevices, a2 
Thes. 2:11. » chap. 65:12; Jer.7:13,14. ¢ ver.2, d Acts 
2:41,47. + Or, beget. e Psa, 26:8; 84: 1-4; 122: 6. f 1 Pet. 
2:2 & Or, brightness. g chap. 60:4, 16. h John 16: 22. 


i Prov. 3:8; Ezek. 37:1-14. j 2Thes.1:8. k chap, 65:3, 4 
|] Or, one after unother. 1 chap. 18:3, 73 Luke 2:34. m Mal. 
1:11; Mat. 28: 19. . 





4. Will choose their delusions ; will give them | | 


up to fatal delusions. 2Thes. 2:11. 

5. Ye that tremble at his word; “ the Israel 
of God.” Your brethren ; “Israel after the flesh.” 
The words of this and the preceding verses, though 
of general application, were remarkably fulfilled in 
the character and history of that generation of the 
Jews who crucified our ark While their hearts 
and lives were full of wickedness, they attached an 
inordinate value to the temple and its services, 
and hated and cast out the Saviour and his fol- 
lowers. 

6. A voice of noise—recompense to_his ene- 
mies; fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem 
with its temple by the Chaldeans; but more sigs 
nally fulfilled in its destruction by the Romans. 

7. She travailed; Zion travailed; this and the 
two following verses seem to refer to the large 
accession of Gentiles to the church in immediate 
connection with the rejection of the Jews. 

9. Bring to the birth—shut the womb? shall 
God begin the work of multiplying Zion’s offspring, 
and not complete it? 
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11. Suck — milk out ; Jerusalem, the church, 
is “the mother” of true believers; and from her, 
under (od, they are nourished unto everlasting life. 
Gal. 4: 26. 

12. The glory of the Gentiles like a flowing 
stream ; I will bring the Gentiles with their glory 
to her like a flowing stream. Chap. 60: 5-7; het 
21: 24. 

17. Sanctify themselves—purtfy themselves ; 
for idolatrous rites in the gardens. Behind one ; 
literally, “after one;” that is, after one as their 
leader, following his directions. The word “ tree” 
is not in the original. 

19. Set a sign; perform wonders. Some refer 
the sign directly to the appearance of Christ. Com- 
pare Luke 2: 34, Those that escape of them; 
the pious remnant of Israel ; remarkably fulfilled 
in the days of the apostles, who carried the gospel 
to the Gentiles, and thus declared God’s glory among 
them. Pul—Lud ; probably African people, Tu- 
bal; a people of Asia Minor. Javan; Greece, 
These countries stand as representatives of all dis- 
tant nations. 
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The calling 
Am. 5206. 90 And they shall bring all your 
brethren for an *offering unto the Lorp 
out of all nations, upon horses, and in 
 ehariots, and in *litters, and upon mules, 
and upon swift beasts, to my holy moun- 
tain Jerusalem, saith the Lorn, as the 
children of Israel bring an offering in a 
clean vessel into the house of the Lorp. 

21 And I will also take of them for 
priests and for Levites, saith the Lorn. 

22 For as the “new heavens and the 
new earth, which I will make, shall re- 





I 
am 


Lissa 


JEREMIAH TI. 





of Jeremiah. 


main before me, saith the Lorp, so shall 
your seed and your name remain. 

23 And ‘it shall come to pass, that from 
one tf new moon to another, and from one 
sabbath to another, shall ¢ all flesh come 
to worship before me, saith the Lorn. 

24 And they shall go forth, and look 
upon the carcasses of the men that have 
transgressed against me: for their ‘worm 
shall not die, neither shall their fire be 
quenched; and they shall be an £abhor- 
ring unto all flesh. 


















CHAPTER I. 


1 The time, 3 and the calling of Jeremiah. 11 His 
prophetical visions of an almond rod and a seething- 
pot. 15 His heavy message against Judah. 17 God 
encourageth him with his promise of assistance. 


HE words of "Jeremiah the son of Hil- 
kiah, of the priests that were in' Ana- 
thoth in the land of Benjamin: 

2 To whom the word of the Lorp came 
in the days of Josiah the son of Amon 
king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of 
his reign. 

3 It came also in the days of Jehoiakim 
the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the 
end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the 
son of Josiah king of Judah, * unto the 
carrying 'away of Jerusalem captive in 
the “fifth month. 

4 Then the word of the Lorp came unto 
me, saying, 
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BOOK OF THE PROPHET JEREMIAH. 


knew thee; and before thou camest forth 
out of the womb I sanctified thee,and_ or- 
dained# thee a prophet unto the nations. 

6 Then °said I, Ah, Lord Gop! behold, 
I cannot speak: for I am a child. 

7 §] But the Lorn said unto me, Say not, 
Tam achild: for thou shalt go to all that 
I shall send thee, and P whatsoever [ com- 
mand thee thou shalt speak. 

8 Be not afraid of their faces ; for "lam 
with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lorp. 

9 Then the Lorp put forth his hand, 
and *touched my mouth. And the Lorp 
said unto me, Behold, I have put my 
words in thy mouth. 

10 See, I have this day set thee over 
the nations and over the kingdoms, to 
root' out, and to pull down, and to de- 
stroy, and to throw down, to build, and 









pS INS ae Mo er sha gat gap Bed A Se 


12:2. b2Chron. 36:21. il Chron. 6:60. jchap.25:3. k chap. 


5 Before "I formed thee in the belly I| to plant. 

®@ Rom. 14:16. * Or, couches. b Rev. 1:6. ¢ chap. 05:17. /34:2. I chap. 62:12, etc. m 2 Kings, 25:8, m Isa. 40:1, 5; 
@ Zech. 14:16. + Heb. new moon to his new moon, and from | Gal. 1:15,16. $ Heb. gave. © Ex. 4:10,ete. p Mat. 28: 203 
sabbath to his sabbath. e Pan. 65:2. f Mark 9:44-48. g Dan. | Acts 20:27. q Ezek. 2:6; 3:9. ¥F Heb. 13:6. 8 Isa. 6:7. 


t chap. 18:7; 2 Cor. 10: 4, 5. 

























20. Your brethren ; probably, your brethren of 
the Gentiles. The address is to “ the remnant ac- 
cording to the election of grace.” Under the Mo- 
saic law, all God’s people were required to go up 
to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices and keep the yearly 
feasts. The extension of the true religion from 
Jerusalem over all the earth, is here, as elsewhere, 
foretold under the figure of God’s bringing all na- 
tions to Jerusalem to worship him there, verse 23, 
and compare chap. 2: 2-4; Micah 4: 1-3; Zech. 
14:16-19. For an offering; see Rom. 15:16. 
21. For priests and for Levites ; to offer spir- 
_ itual sacrifices. 1 Pet. 2:5. 

24. They shall go forth; God’s oe 
of “all flesh,” shall go forth from Jerusalem. They 
shall see with their own eyes that their enemies 
have perished. Their worm shall not die—fire 
_ be quenched ; the carcasses of God’s enemies shall 

be consumed by a worm that dieth not, and a fire 
that is not quenched. This terrible imagery repre- 
gents the everlasting destruction of the wicked. 


Mark 9 : 43-48. 
‘ INSTRUCTIONS. 
144. God is not “ worshipped with men’s hands, 
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as though he needed any thing.” No magnificence 


of outward rites can please him, when the heart 
and hands are polluted with iniquity. 

5-24. In all ages God’s humble worshippers 
have been hated and cast out by the proud and 
self-righteous. But he has never failed to appear 
in due time for their deliverance and the confusion 
of their persecutors. Amidst the mighty judg- 
ments of bod upon the enemies of his people, Christ 
shall continually go forth conquering and to con- 
quer, until all nations have submitted themselves 
to his authority. Then the whole earth shall break 
forth into singing, and shout, “ Alleluia, for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth,” while the smoke of Sa- 
tan’s kingdom shall go up for ever and ever. Amen. 


CHAPTER I. 


1. Anathoth ; a town three or four miles north 
of Jerusalem. 

2,3. In the days; it appears from these dates 
that he prophesied during the space of about forty 
years previous to the captivity. 

10. To root out—to plant ; 
pose to do so. 


to declare my pur- 
911 


The almond rod. 


11 | Moreover the word of the Lorp 
came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what 
seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an 
almond-tree. 

12 Then said the Lorp unto me, Thou 
hast well seen: for I will hasten my 
word to perform it. 

13 And the word of the Lorp came 
unto me the second time, saying, What 
seest thou? And I said, I see a *seeth- 
ing-pot; and the face thereof 2s *toward 
the north. 

14 Then the Lorp said unto me, Out 
of the north an evil shall t break forth 
upon all the inhabitants of the land. 

15 For, lo, I will call all the families 
of the kingdoms of the north, saith the 
Lorp; and they shall come, and they 
shall set every one his throne at the en- 
tering of the gates of Jerusalem, and 
against all the walls thereof round about, 
and against all the cities of Judah. 

16 And I will utter my judgments 
against them touching all their wicked- 
ness, “who have forsaken me, and have 
burned incense unto other gods, and wor- 
shipped the works of their own hands. 

17 Thou therefore 4 gird up thy loins, 
and arise, and speak unto them all that I 
command thee: ®be not dismayed at their 
faces, lest 1 }confound thee before them. 

18 For, behold, ‘I have made thee this 
day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, 
and brazen walls against the whole land, 
against the kings of Judah, against the 
princes thereof, against the priests there- 
of, and against the people of the land. 

19 And they shall fight against thee; 
but they shall not prevail against thee ; 
for §I am with thee, saith the Lorp, to 
deliver thee. 


JEREMIAH II. 


Kindness of God. 
CHAPTER II. 


1 God, having showed his former kindness, expostulat- 
eth with the Jews their causeless revolt, 9 beyond 
any example. 14 They are the causes of their own 
calamities. 20 The sins of Judah. 31 Her confi- 
dence is rejected. 


OREOVER the word of the Lorp 
came to me, saying, 

2 Go and ery in the ears of Jerusalem, 
saying, Thus saith the Lorp; I remem- 
ber Sthee, the kindness of thy ® youth, 
the love of thine espousals, ‘when thou 
wentest after me in the wilderness, in a 
land that was not sown. 

3 Israel was} holiness unto the Lord, 
and the first-fruits of his increase: * all 
that devour him shall offend; ‘evil shall 
come upon them, saith the Lorp. 

4 4 Hear ye the word of the Lorn, O 
house of Jacob, and all the families of 
the house of Israel: 

5 Thus saith the Lorn, ™ What iniquity 
have your fathers found in me, that they 
are gone far from me, and * have walked 
after vanity, and are become vain? 

6 Neither °said they, Where is the 
Lorp that brought us Pup out of the land 
of Egypt, that 4led us through the wil- 
derness, through a land of deserts and of 
pits, through a land of drought, and of 


A. M. 3375, 
B. C. 629, 


the shadow of death, through a land that — 


no man passed through, and where no 
man dwelt? 

7 And I brought you into !a plentiful 
country, to eat the fruit thereof and the 
goodness thereof; but when ye entered, 
ye ‘defiled my land, and made my heri- 
tage an abomination. 

8 The priests said not, Where is the 
Lorp? and they that handle the ‘law 
knew me not: the pastors also trans- 
sressed against me, and the tprophets 








a Ezek. 11:3, 7; 24:3, etc. * Heb. from the face of. » chap 
4:6; 6:1,22. + Heb. be opened. ¢ chap. 17:13; Deut, 28:20. 
d Job 38:3. e Ezek.2:6. + Or, break thee to pieces. f chap. 
15:20. g Jos.1:9. % Or, forthysake. h Hosea2:15. i Deut. 


2:7. J Bx. 19:5, 6; 1 Pet. 2:9. k Psa. 105:14. 1 Joel 3t3g@ 
& m Isa, 5:4. n2Kings,17:15. 0 Psa.77:5. p Isa, 63: 11-135 
Hosea 13:4. q Deut. 32:10. || Or, the land of Carmel. ¢ Psa. 
106:38. s Mal. 2:6,7. t chap. 5:31. 





11, 12. An almond-tree—hasten ; in the orig- 
inal Hebrew, the words “ almond-tree” and “ has- 
ten” are the same. There is also an allusion to 
the fact that the almond-tree is the earliest tree to 
blossom and bear fruit in the spring. 

13. A seething-pot ; literally, “a pot blown ;” 
that is, having under it a blown fire, which causes it 
to boil violently. This is a figure of God’s wrath to 
be executed on the Jews by the Babylonians. Tow- 
ard the north; the marginal reading, “from the 
face of the north,” is preferable. This represents 
the seething-pot itself as coming from the north. 

14. Out of the north ; though the Babylonians 
and their allies were to the east of Judea, yet they 
always entered the land from the north. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. When the church has need of any service, God 
raises up and qualifies men for it. 

6. Humility is essential as a preparation for 
God's service; but we should be careful that it do 
not degenerate into timidity, and thus hinder us 
from discharging the work that he assigns to us. 
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7-10. God’s ministers should not shrink from 
any duty that he lays upon them, however arduous 
and dangerous; but faithfully perform it, assured 
of his constant presence and help. 

17. To be afraid of God’s enemies is the way to 
bring ourselves into subjection to them. 

18, 19. Though the wicked may persecute and 
distress, they can never destroy those whom God 
protects and helps. 


CHAPTER II. 


2. Thy youth—thine espousals ; the youth of 
the nation, when God espoused it to himself by 
entering into covenant with it. 

3. First-fruits ; the first nation consecrated to 
God's service, and the first generation of that na- 
tion after the establishment of the covenant at 
Sinai. Increase; harvest or ingathering of be- 
levers. 

8. Pastors; shepherds of the people; that is, 
rulers, whose duty it was both to obey God's law, 
and require obedience in others. 
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Judah’s strange and 


a. M. 3375 


& 87° prophesied by Baal, and walked 
after things that do *not profit. 

9 S| Wherefore >I will yet plead with 
you, saith the Lorn, and with your chil- 
dren’s children will I plead. 

10 For pass *over the isles of *Chittim, 
and see ; and send unto ‘Kedar, and con- 
sider diligently, and see if there be such 
a thing. 

11 Hath a nation changed their gods, 
which are yet no gods? but my people 
have changed their glory for that which 
doth not profit. 

12 Be astonished, O ye *heavens, at 
this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very 
desolate, saith the Lonp. 

13 For my people have committed two 
evils; they have forsaken ® me the ‘ foun- 
tain of living waters, and hewed them 


out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can’ 


hold no water. 

14 4 Is Israel a/servant? is he a home- 
born slave? why is he t spoiled ? 

15 The young ‘lions roared upon him, 
and tyelled, and they made his land 
waste: his cities are burned without 
inhabitant. 

16 Also the children of Noph and!Ta- 
hapanes Shave broken the crown of thy 
head.™ 

17 Hast thou not procured this unto 
thyself, "in that thou hast forsaken the 
Lorp thy God, when he led thee by the 
way ? 

18 And now what hast thou to do in 
the way of °Egypt, to drink the waters 
of? Sihor? or what hast thou to do in the 
way of Assyria, to drink the waters of 
the river? 

19 Thine own wickedness shall correct 
thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove 
thee: know therefore and see that it is 
an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast for- 
saken the Lorp thy God, and that my fear 
is not in thee, saith the Lord Gop of hosts. 


JEREMIAH II. 


guilty idolatry. 


20 ¥ For of old time I have broken thy 
yoke, and burst thy bands; and "thou 
saidst, I will not !!transgress ; when up- 
on every high hill and under every green 
tree thou wanderest, playing the * harlot. 

21 Yet I had planted thee a ‘noble 
vine, wholly a right seed: how then art 
thou turned into the degenerate plant of 
a “strange vine unto me? 

22 For though thou wash thee with 
nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine 
iniquity is ‘marked before me, saith the 
Lord Gop. 

23 How canst thou say, I am “not pol- 
luted, I have not gone after Baalim? 
See thy way in the valley. know what 
thou hast done: thou *art a swift drome- 
dary traversing her ways; 

24 At wild ass + used to the wilderness, 
that snuffeth up the wind at Sher pleas- 
ure; in her ocecasvon who can | turn her 
away? all they that seek her will not 
weary themselves; in her month they 
shall find her. 

25 Withhold thy foot from being un- 
shod, and thy throat from thirst: but 
thou saidst, *There is no *hope: no; for 
[I have loved strangers, and after them 
will I go. 

26 As the thief is ashamed when he is 
found, so is the house of Israel ashamed ; 
they, their kings, their princes, and their 
priests, and their prophets, 

27 Saying to a Ystock, Thou art my 
father; and toastone, T hou hast throught 
me forth : for they have turned t their 
back unto me, and not their face: but in 
the time of their 7trouble they will say, 
Arise, and save us. 

28 But where are thy gods that thou 
hast made thee? let them arise, if they 
can save thee in the time of thy § trouble: 
for according to the number of thy cities 
are thy gods, O Judah. 

29 Wherefore will ye plead with me? 





a Hab. 2:18 b Ezek. 20:35. * Or, overto. c¢ Isa. 23:1, 12. 
Pea. 120:5, e Micah 4:5, f Psa. 106:20; Rom. 1:23. g Isa. 

h Psa. 81:11. i Psa. 36:9; John 4:14. j Ex. 4:22. 
eb. become a spoil? k Psa, 47: 4 t Heb. gave out their voice. 
m Isa. 
q Isa. 
‘I Or, serve ; Josh. 24:18, 21. 


r Ex. 19:8; 1 Sam. 12:10. 


s Deut, 12:2; Isa.1:21. t Psa. 80:8. u Deut. 32:32. v Psa. 
90:8 w Prov. 30:12,20. * Or, O swift. f Or,O. 4 Heb. 
taught. Heb. the desire of her heart. || Or, reverse it. * Or 


Is the case desperate? x chap.18:12; Rom. 8: 24. y Isa. 44: 19. 
¢ Or, begotten me. $ Heb. the hinder part of the neck. 
78:34; Hos.5:15. @ Heb. evil. 


z Psa. 





10. Chittim ; to the west; see note on Isaiah 
23:1. Kedar; on the east in Arabia. 

14. Is Israel a servant ?—why is he spoiled? 
since Israel is God’s first-born son, Ex. 4: 22, why 
is he spoiled as if he were a slave? Verse 17 con- 
tains the explanation. 

15. Young lions; the northern enemies. Ch.1: 14. 

16. Noph—Tahapanes ; cities of Egypt. The 
Egyptians join with the northern invaders in de- 
mers : Judah. 

thor; the Nile. Isa. 23:3. The river; the 

ae hrates. Drinking the water of these rivers seems 
enote the vain efforts of the Jews to obtain help 
first from one, then from the other of these nations. 


2 Kings, 16:7; 18:21; Isa. 30: 1-3; 31:1-3. 





20. Playing the harlot ; serving false gods. 
22. Wash thee; endeavor to hide thy guilt. 
Nitre; not our nitre, but a mineral substance used 
ancient] as now for soap 
he valley ; ie: valley of Hinnom, where 
a eae Jews sacrificed their children to Mo- 
loch. Chap. 7:31. Traversing her ways ; run- 
ning hither and thither in her wantonness. 
70d At her pleasure ; in the excitement of her 
des 
25. "Withhold thy foot—thy throat from 
thirst ; do not wear out thy sandals and make thy- 
sy shinsty in the pursuit of false gods. There ts 
> my case is desperate, and I must seek 
the Anke of idols. 
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The unprecedented 


ye all have transgressed against me, 
saith the Lorp. 

30 In * vain have I smitten your chil- 
dren; they received no correction: your 
own 'sword hath devoured your proph- 
ets, like a destroying lion. 

31 YO generation, see ye the word of 
the Lorp. Have I been a wilderness 
unto Israel? a land of darkness? where- 
fore say my people, We *are ‘lords; we 
will come no more unto thee? 

32 Can a maid forget her ornaments, 
or a bride her attire? yet my people 
have ‘forgotten me days without num- 
ber. 

33 Why trimmest thou thy way to seek 
love? therefore hast thou also taught the 
wicked ones thy ways. 

34 Also in thy skirts is found the blood 
of the souls of the poor *innocents: | 
have not found it by fsecret search, but 
upon all these. 

35 Yet thou sayest, Because I am fin- 
nocent, surely his anger shall turn from 
me. Behold,I will plead with thee, be- 
cause thou sayest, I have not sinned. 

36 Why gaddest thou about so much 
to change thy way? thou also shalt be 
ashamed of & Egypt, as thou "wast asham- 
ed of Assyria. 

37 Yea, thou shalt go forth from hin, 


JEREMIAH III. 


mercy of God. 


and thy hands‘upon thy head: for *,%;°%5 
the Lorp hath rejected thy confidences, 
and thou) shalt not prosper in them. 


CHAPTER III. 


1 God’s great mercy in Judah’s vile whoredom. 6 Ju- 
dah is worse than Israel. 12 The promises of the 
= tothe penitent. 20 Israel reproved, and called 

y God, maketh a solemn confession of their sins. 


HEY # say, If a man put away his 

wife, and she go from him, and be- 
come another man’s, shall he return unto 
her* again? shall not that land be great- 
ly polluted? but 'thou hast played the 
harlot with many lovers; yet ™return 
again to me, saith the Lord. 

2 Lift up thine eyes unto the high 
places, and see where thou hast not been 
lain with. In the ® ways hast thou sat 
for them, as the Arabian in the wilder- 
ness; and thou hast polluted the land 
with thy whoredoms and with thy wick- 
edness. 

3 Therefore the °showers have been 
withholden, and there hath been no lat- 
ter rain; and? thou hadst a whore’s fore- 
head, thou refusedst to be ashamed. 

4 Wilt thou not from this time cry unto 
me, My father, thou art the 1guide of my 
youth ? 

5 Will The reserve his anger for ever? 
will he keep zt to the end? Behold, thou 





Mark 12: 2-8. * Heb. have 
dominion. ¢ Psa.12:4. d Hosea8:14. e Psa. 106:38. } Heb. 
digging. { Rom. 7:9; 1 John, 1:8, 10. g Hosea 12:1, h2 
Chron 28:20. i2Sam.13:19. j Isa.28: 15-17. $ Heb. Saying. 


a Ysa.9 13; -b 2 Chron, 36:16; 


k Deut. 24:4. | Ezek. 16:26-29. m Zech. 1:3. 
o chap. 9:12; 14:4; Lev. 26:19; Deut. 28:23, 24, 
3:7 @ Prov 3:17 + Psa. 77:7-9. 


n Prov, 23 : 28, 
p Ezek, 





31. We are lords; or, “we are free” to go 
where we please. 

33. Trimmest—thy way; usest subtle arti- 
fices. Taught the wicked ones; the wicked 
women. Jerusalem has become a leader in idol- 


atry. 

aff Blood of—the poor innocents ; she has 
added murder to idolatry. “The poor innocents ” 
are not merely the children sacrificed to Moloch, but 
the righteous poor whom she has slain. Upon all 
these ; probably, in open view, upon all thy skirts, 
to which God points as it were with the finger. 

36. Gaddest thou about—to change thy way ; 
wanderest every way in search of idolatrous alli- 
ances. 

37. Thy hands upon thy head; a posture ex- 
pressive of grief. 2 Sam. 13:19. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. The conduct of backsliders greatly dishonors 
God; it is a virtual declaration before the world 
that they have tried) his service, and found it hard 
and unreasonable. 

6,7. The beginning of departure from God is 
ingratitude and forgetfulness of his mercies; where 
the remembrance of these is warm and fresh in the 
soul, it keeps us near to God, and makes commun- 
ion with him exceedingly sweet and precious. 

11. The constancy of the heathen in serving 
their idols is a standing rebuke of the inconstancy 
of many worshippers of the living and true God. 

13. God is the eternal and uncreated fountain of 
good: upon all who cleave to him he bestows life 
and strength and blessedness; but every device of 
those who forsake him, and put their confidence in 
earthly objects, is only a broken cistern that can 
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hold no water, and its end must be disappointment 
and misery. 

21. The tendency of the human race to degen- 
eracy is a sad and humiliating proof of its fallen 
condition; so strong is this downward current in 
families and nations, that nothing but God's grace 
can preserve them from utter corruption and ruin. 

22. The vain endeavors of sinners to justify them- 
selves, fail to satisfy either their own consciences 
or the judgment of their fellow-sinners ; how much 
more the judgment of God, who knoweth all things. 

27, 28. They who forget God in prosperity, and 
éall upon him only in adversity, have no true love 
for him, and cannot expect deliverance. 

30. When a nation persecutes and destroys the 
messengers by whom God calls it to repentance, 
the measure of its iniquity is full, and it is near 
destruction. 

35. The self-delusion of sinners has no limits; it 
leads bold and shameless transgressors to deny their 
guilt, and persuade themselves that God is not an- 
gry with them and will not punish them. 

37. When God is against a people for their sins, 
their earthly confidences turn to their destruction. 


CHAPTER III. 


1. Played the harlot; by idolatry, which is 
spiritual fornication. So it is represented through- 
out the book. Yet return ; God in his great mercy 
is ever ready to receive the true penitent. 

2. Sat for them; waited for thy lovers. As 
the Arabian ; as he lies in wait to rob travellers. 

5. Will he reserve ; will not God pardon thine 
iniquity as soon as thou comest to him in true 
penitence? 
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Judah worse than Israel. 


4-™. 335. hast spoken and done evil things 
as thou couldest. 

6 4 The Lorp said also unto me in the 
days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen 
that which backsliding Israel hath done? 
she is gone up *upon every high moun- 
tain, and under every green tree, and 
there hath played the harlot. 

7 And I »said after she had done all 
these things, Turn thou unto me. But 
she returned not. And her treacherous 
sister “Judah saw if. 

8 And I saw, when for all the causes 
whereby backsliding Israel committed 
adultery I had put her away, and given 
her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous 
sister Judah feared not, but went and 
played the harlot also. 

9 And it came to pass through the 
lightness of her *whoredom, that she 
defiled the land, and committed adultery 
with stones and with ‘stocks. 

10 And yet for all this her treacherous 
sister Judah hath not turned unto me 
with her whole heart, but tfeignedly, 
saith the Lorp. 

11 And the Lorp said unto me, The 
backsliding Israel hath justified herself 
more than treacherous Judah. 

12 4 Go and proclaim these words tow- 
ard the north, and say, Return, thou back- 
sliding Israel, saith the Lorn; and I will 
not cause mine anger to fall upon you: 
for I am® merciful, saith the Lorn, and I 
will not keep anger for ever. 

13 Only facknowledge thine iniquity, 
that thou hast transgressed against the 
Lorp thy God, and hast scattered thy 
ways to the strangers under every green 
tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, 
saith the Lorp. 

14 Turn, O backsliding children, saith 
the Lorn; for I am married unto you: 
and I will take you one of a city, and 
two of a family, and I will bring you to 
Zion: 

15 And I will give you ® pastors accord- 


_—— 


JEREMIAH III. 


A call to penitence. 


ing to my heart, which shall ‘feed you 
with knowledge and understanding. 

16 And it shall come to pass, when ye 
be-multiplied and increased in the land, 
in those days, saith the Lorn, they shall 
say no more, The ark of the covenant of 
the Lorp: Jneither shall it come ‘to 
mind; neither shall they remember it; 
neither shall they visit zt; neither shall 
that’ be done any more. 

17 At that time they shall call Jerusa- 
lem the throne of the Lorn; and all the 
nations shall be gathered unto it, to the 
name of the Lorn, to Jerusalem: neither 
shall they walk any ‘more after the 
imagination !| of their evil heart. 

18 In those days the house of !Judah 
shall walk * with the house of Israel, 
and they shall come together out of the 
land of the north to the land that I have 
givent for an inheritance unto your fa- 
thers. 

19 But I said, How shall I put thee 
among the children, and give thee a 
pleasanttland, a § goodly heritage of the 
hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt 
call me,™ My father; and shalt not turn 
away || from me. 

20 4 Surely as a wife treacherously 
departeth from her *husband, so have 
ye dealt °treacherously with me, O house 
of Israel, saith the Lorp. 

21 A voice was heard upon the high 
places, ° weeping and supplications of 
the children of Israel: for they have 
perverted P their way, and they have for- 
gotten the Lorp their God. 

22 Return, Yye backsliding children, 
and I will heal your backshdings. Be- 
hold, we come unto thee; for ‘thou art 
the Lorp our God. 

23 Truly in vain ts salvation hoped for 
from the hills, and from the multitude of 
mountains: truly *in the Lorp our God 
is the salvation of Israel. 

24 For shame hath devoured the labor 
of our fathers from our youth; their 





a 1 Kings, 14:23. b 2 Kings, 17:10, 13. ¢ Ezek. 23:2, etc. 
* Or, fame. dchap. 2:27. { Heb. in falsehood. e¢ 2 Chron. 
30:9; Psa 86:15. f Deut. 39:1-6, g Isa. 54:6 bh Eph. 4:11. 
i John 21:15-17; Acts 20:28; 1 Pet.5:2. )[sa.65:17. $ Heb 
upon the heart. Or, it be magnified. k Rom.6:14. |] Or, stud 


bornness. 1 Isa. 11:13; Ezek. 37:16-22. * Or,to. fF Or, caused 
your fathers to possess. $ Heb. land of desire. % Heb. aheritage 
of glory, or of beauty. m Rom.8:15. || Heb. fromafter. * Heb. 
‘Mat n isa. 48:8. © 2Cor.7:10. p Prov. 19:3. q Hosea 


6:1. r Hosea 13:4. 8 Psa. 121:1, 2; Isa. 63: 16. 





8. Put her away—given her a bill ; by giving 
her over to captivity. 2 Kings, 17: 6-23. 
11. Backsliding Israel—treacherous Judah ; 
Judah is more guilty than Israel, because she has 
failed to take warning from God’s judgments upon 
her sister nation. Ezek. 16:51, 52. 

12. Toward the north ; where Israel was held 
in captivity. 

14. One of a city—two of a family ; that is, 
@ remnant of you shall be saved. This purpose of 

respecting both Judah and Israel is often re- 

peated in the Old Testament. Isa. 10: 22. 

16. The ark—of the Lord; the former glory of 
the ark shall be forgotten in comparison with the 





greater glory of the future. Compare chap. 16: 14, 
15; Isa. 65:17. At the same time the prophet 
intimates the removal of this outward symbol of 
God's presence, which took place at the captivity. 
17. All the nations shall be gathered ;. \sa. 
2:24: Micah 4:1-4; Zech. 14:16-19. | 
18. With the house of Israel; in harmon 
with it. Isa. 11:13; Ezek. 37:15-28. Both 
these passages show, that the fulfilment of this 
romise in its highest sense is reserved for “ the 
ast days.” 
21-25. A voice was heard; in these words the 
mephet anticipates the repentance and supplication 
0 


rael. 
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The threatening 


flocks and their herds, their sons and 
their daughters. ae 

25 We *lie down in our shame, and 
our confusion covereth us: for we have 
sinned against the Lorp our God, we 
and our fathers, from our youth even 
unto this day, and have not obeyed the 
voice of the Lorp our God. 


CHAPTER IV. 


1 God calleth Israel by his promise. 3 He exhorteth 
Judah to repentance by fearful judgments. 19 A 
grievous lamentation for the miseries of Judah. 


F thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the 

Lorp, return unto me: and if thou 
wilt put away thine abominations out of 
my sight, then shalt thou not remove. 

2 And thou shalt "swear, The Lorp 
liveth, in.°truth, in judgment, and in 
righteousness; and the “nations shall 
bless themselves in him, and in ®him 
shall they glory. | 

3 Y For thus saith the Lorp to the 
men of Judah and Jerusalem, ‘Break up 
your fallow ground, and sow not among 
thorns. 

4 Cireumcise "yourselves to the Lorn, 
and take away the foreskins of your 
heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants 
of Jerusalem; lest my fury come forth 
like fire, and burn that none can quench 
at, because of the evil of your doings 

5 Declare ye in Judah, and publish in 
Jerusalem; and say, Blow ye the trum- 
pet in the land: cry, gather together, 
and say, Assemble yourselves, arid let 
us go into the defenced cities. 

6 Set up the standard toward Zion: re- 





a2Ezra- 9:6; 7; Rom. 6:21. .b Deut 10:20: co Isa48: 1 
d Gen. 22:18; Psa. 72:17. e Isa 45:25; 1 Cor. 1:31. f Hosea 
10:12. g Mat 13:7,22. h Deut, 10:16; Rom. 2:28, 29. * Or, 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

11. When men refuse to take warning from the 
punishment of those whose sinful example they are 
imitating, they aggravate their guilt and bring upon 
themselves severer judgments. 

12-15. God waits to be acknowledged in the 
calamities which he sends upon his people; and 
when they return to him by hearty confessica and 
repentance, he will graciously accept them, and 
restore them to more than their former prosper- 





ity. 

16. The glory of the gospel dispensation is such 
that, in comparison, there is no glory in the old 
dispensation which preceded it, and prepared the 
way for it. 2Cor. 3:10. 

17. Though in the establishment of his church 
God began with one nation, it was from the be- 
ginning his plan to extend it from that nation over 
all the earth. The calling of the Gentiles is the 
fulfilment of the original promise, “In thee shall 
all families of the earth be blessed.” Gen. 12: 3. 

19. When we cleave to God, as children to a 
father, with a free and willing spirit he fulfils to 
us his promises; and when he ne forth the Spirit 
of his Son into our hearts, we, cry, “ Abba, Father:” 
to us belongs the childlike obedience, and to him the 
glory of it. 
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judgments of God. 


tire,* stay not; for I will bring *,%°% 
evil from the north, and a great {de- 
struction. 

7 The'lionis come! up from his thicket, 
and the * destroyer of the Gentiles is on 
his way; he is gone forth from his place 
to make thy land desolate ; and thy cities 
shall be laid waste, without an inhabi- 
tant. 

8 For this 'gird you with sackcloth, 
lament and howl: for the fierce anger of 
the Lorp is not turned back from us. 

9 And it shall come to pass at that day, 
saith the Lorn, that the heart of the king 
shall perish, and the heart of the princes; 
and the priests shall be astonished, and 
the prophets shall wonder. 

10 Then said I, Ah, Lord Gop! surely 
thou hast greatly deceived this people 
and Jerusalem, saying, Ye shall have 
peace ;" whereas the "sword reacheth 
unto the soul. 

11 At that time shall it be said to this 
people and to Jerusalem, A dry wind of 
the high places in the wilderness toward 
the daughter of my people, not to fan, 
nor to cleanse, 

12 Even a + full wind from those places 
shall come unto me: now also will I 
give’ sentence against them. 

13 Behold, he shall come up as clouds, 
and his chariots shall be as a whirlwind: 
his horses are swifter than eagles. Woe 
unto us! for we are spoiled. 

14 O Jerusalem, wash thy °heart from 
wickedness, that thou mayest be saved. 
How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge 
within thee ? 
strengthen. + Heb. breaking. i Dan.7:4. j2Kings,24:1; 25:1. 


k chap. 25:9. |! isa.22:12. m Isa. 37:35. mn Lam.2:21. $ Or, 
fuller wind than those. Q Heb. utter judgments. o James 4:8. 


CHAPTER IV. 

3. Break up your fallow ground ; the hearts of 
the Jews are compared to untilled ground, covered 
with thorns and unfit to receive good seed. Mat. 
13: 3-8, 18-23. To break it up, is to put away their 
obduracy and their abominations. Compare Ezek. 
18:31, * Make you a new heart and a new spirit.” 

4. Circumcise yourselves to the Lerd; circum- 
cision was the outward sign of consecration to God. 
The Jews are here exhorted to do that inwardly 
which the outward rite signified. Deut. 10:16. 

5. Declare yein Judah ; declare the approach- 
ing invasion of the Chaldeans. Into the defenced 
czties ; for protection against the invaders. 

6. Toward Zion ; calling the people to flee to 
it as their strong-hold. 

7. The lion; the Babylonian conqueror. 

10. Deceived this people ; allowed them to be 
deceived by false prophets. This was a judgment 
sent upon them by God fer loving falsehood rather 
than truth. Compare 2 Thess. 2:11, 12. 

11. Of the high places ; coming over the bar- 
ren hills. The reference is to the hot and wither- 
ing simcon from the eastern deserts, 

12. Unto me; unto Jehovah; that is, for the 
execution of his vengeance. , 

13. He shali come; the Chaldean monarch. | 
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The miseries of 


a. M so. 15 For a voice declareth from 


Dan, and publisheth affliction from mount 
Ephraim. 

16 Make ye mention to the nations; 
behold, publish against Jerusalem, that 
watchers come from a far country, and 
give out their voice against the cities of 
Judah. 

17 As keepers of a field, are they against 
her round about; because *she hath been 
rebellious against me, saith the Lorp. 

18 Thy > way and thy doings have pro- 
cured these things unto thee; this zs thy 
wickedness, because it is bitter, because 
it reacheth unto thy heart. 

19 J My bowels, my bowels! I am 
pained at *my very heart; my heart 
maketh a noise in me; I[ cannot hold my 
peace, because thou hast heard, O my 
soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm 
of war. 

20 Destruction® upon destruction is 
cried; for the whole land is spoiled: 
suddenly are my tents spoiled, and my 
curtains in a moment. 

21 How long shall I see the standard, 
and hear the sound of the trumpet? 

22 For my people is foolish, they have 
not known me; they are sottish children, 
and they have none understanding: they 
are “wise to do evil, but to do good they 
have no knowledge. 

23 I beheld the earth, and lo, zt was 
without® form, and void; and the heav- 
ens, and they had no light. 

24 I beheld the mountains, and lo, 


JEREMIAH IV. 


¢ 


Judah lamented. 


they ‘trembled, and all the hills moved 
lightly. 

25 I beheld, and lo, there was no man, 
and all the birds of the heavens were 
fled. 

26 I beheld, and lo, the fruitful place 
was a wilderness, and all the cities there- 
of were broken down at the presence of 
the Lorp, and by his fierce " anger. 

27 For thus hath the Lorp said, The 
whole land shall be desolate; yet will I 
not make a full end. 

28 For'this shall the earth mourn, and 
the heavens above be black: because I 
have spoken zt, I have purposed zt, and 
will not repent, neither will I turn back 
from it. 

29 The whole city shall flee for the 
noise of the horsemen and bowmen ; they 
shall go into thickets, and climb up upon 
the rocks: every city shall be forsaken, 
and not a man dwell therein. 

30 And when thou art spoiled, what 
wilt thou do? Though thou clothest thy- 
self with crimson, though thou /deckest 
thee with ornaments of gold, though thou 
rentest thy tface with painting, in vain 
shalt thou make thyself fair; thy * lovers 
will despise thee, they will seek thy life. 

31 For I have heard a voice as of a 
woman in travail, and the anguish as of 
her that bringeth forth her first child, 
the voice of the daughter of Zion, that 
bewaileth herself, that spreadeth her 
hands,! saying, Woe is me now! for my 
soul is wearied because of murderers. 





b chap. 2:17, 19; 
© Psa. 42:7; Ezek. 
e Isa. 24:19% f Jaa. 6:25; 


a Neh. 9:26; Lam.1:8; Dan. 9:7, etc. 
Isa. 50:1. * Heb. the walls of my heart. 
7:26. d Micah2:1; Rom. 16:19. 


Ezek. 38:20; Hab. 3:6. g Zeph.1:3, hb Psa. 76:7. i Hosea 
4:3. j Ezek. 23:40. ft Heb. eyes. k chap, 22:20-22; Lam. 
1:2,19, ll Isa. 1:15; Lam. 1:17 





15. From Dan ; a city in the northern extrem- 
ity of the land. Mount Ephraim; the moun- 
tainous region of Ephraim also lay towards the 
north, through which the invader would approach 
Jerusalem. 

16. Watchers ; that is, besiegers, as the follow- 
ing verse explains. 

17. Keepers of a field ; persons set to ghard it 
against robbers and beasts. 

19. My bowels ; the bowels are the seat of com- 
passion. See note on Isa.16:11. In this and the 
two following verses Zion is the speaker, or the 
prophet personating Zion. 

22. y people as foolish ; God now speaks. 

23. I beheld; the prophet has a vision of the 
utter desolation of the land. The description is bor- 
rowed from that of the primitive chaos. Gen. 1: 2. 

24. Movedlightly ; quivered under God’s wrath. 
Compare Isa. 13: 13. 

29. The whole city ; rather, as the same words 
are rendered just below, “every city ;” that is, of 
Judea. They shall go into thickets; the Jews 
shall go for shelter. ey 

30. Rentest thy face; rather, as the margin, 
“thine eyes,” by applying a black paint to the 

an instrument 


t elids. This is done by 
’ Seared with the paint sheaa ae lids. In her 


e paint, she tears or furrows 


eagerness to appl 
Lawes the idolatrous allies to 


the lids. Thy 





whom the Jews looked for help against the Chal- 
deans. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. True reformation must begin with an inward 
preparation of the heart to receive and obey God’s 
word; that obedience which is only outward and 
forced is short-lived, and generally ends in making 
a man’s last state worst than the first. Mat. 
12:43-45; 13:4-7, 19-22. 

4. No outward rite has, in and of itself, any 
saving efficacy. The inward grace of which it is 
the sign can alone bring men into a state of salva- 
tion. 

7. Wicked kings and nations are under the con- 
trol of God’s providence, and he makes them at his 
pleasure the ministers of his purposes towards his 
people, whether of wrath or mercy. 

9. When God forsakes a nation for its sins, its 
wisdom and strength fail, and it becomes an easy 
prey to its enemies. 

10. The most dreadful judgment upon a people 
is, that God should give them up to the delusions 
of false teachers, who flatter them in sin, and prom- 
ise them peace in the way of transgression. 

11-31. The terrible desolations which God brought 
upon Judah and Jerusalem for their rebellion against 
him, are a 9 etual warning to nations who enjo 
the light o ristianity, of the calamities whic 
will overtake them if they depart from him. 
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Sins and judgments 


CHAPTER V. 


1 The judgments of God upon the Jews, for their per- 
verseness, 7 for their adultery, 10 for their impiety, 
19 for their contempt of God, 25 and for their great 
corruption in the civil state, 30 and ecclesiastical. 


UN ye to and fro through the streets 

of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, 
and seek in the broad places thereof, *if 
ye can find a man, if there be any that 
executeth judgment, that seeketh the 
truth; and I will pardon it. 

2 And though they say, >The Lorp liy- 
eth; surely they swear falsely. 

3 O Lorp, are not thine “eyes upon the 
truth? thou hast stricken them, but “they 
have not grieved; thou hast consumed 
them, dut they have °refused to receive 
correction: they have made their faces 
harder than a rock; they have refused 
to return. 

4 Therefore I said, Surely these are 
poor; they are foolish: for they know 
not the way of the Lorp, nor the judg- 
ment of their God. 

5 I will get me unto the great men, and 
will speak unto them; for Sthey have 
known the way of the Lorp, and the judg- 
mentoftheirGod: butthese have altogeth- 
er» broken the yoke, and burst the bonds. 

6 Wherefore a lion out of the forest 
shall slay them, and aj wolf of the *even- 
ings shall spoil them, a leopard shall 
watch over their cities: every one that 
goeth out thence shall be torn in pieces: 
because their transgressions are many, 
and their backslidings are Tincreased. 

7 §{ How shall I pardon thee for this? 
thy children have forsaken me, and 
sworn* by them that are no gods: when 
I had fed them to the full, they then com- 
mitted ‘adultery, and assembled them- 
selves by troops in the harlots’ houses. 

8 They were as fed horses in the morn- 
ing: every one neighed after his neigh- 
bor’s wife. 

9 Shall "I not visit for these things ? 
saith the Lorp::and shall not my soul 
be avenged on such a nation as this? 

10 4] Go ye up upon her walls, and de- 
stroy; but "make not a full end: take 
away her battlements; for they are not 
the Lorp’s. 


JEREMIAH V. 


of the Jews. 


11 Forthe house of Israel and the “43° 
house of Judah have dealt very treach- 
erously against me, saith the Lorp. 

12 They have °belied the Lorn, and 
sald, It 2s not he; Pneither shall evil 
come upon us; neither shall we see 
sword nor famine: 

13 And the ‘prophets shall become 
wind, and the word zs notin them: thus 
shall it be done unto them. ‘ 

14 Wherefore thus saith the Lorp God 
of hosts, Because ye speak this word, be- 
hold, I will make my words in thy mouth 
fire," and this people wood, and it shall 
devour them. 

15 Lo, I will bring a * nation upon you 
from far, O house of Israel, saith the 
Lorp: it 7s a mighty nation, it 7s an an- 
cient nation, a nation whose language 
thou knowest not, neither understandest 
what they say. 

16 Their quiver zs as an open sepul- 
chre, they are all mighty men. 

17 And they shall eat up tthy har- 


vest and thy bread, which thy sons and | 


thy daughters should eat: they shall eat 
up thy flocks and thy herds: they shall 
eat up thy vines and thy fig-trees: they 
shallimpoverish thy fenced cities, where- 
in thou trustedst, with the sword. 

18 Nevertheless in those days, saith 
the Lorp, I will not make a "full end 
with you. 

19 §{| And it shall come to pass, when 
ye shall say, ’ Wherefore doeth the Lorp 
our God all these things unto us? then 
shalt thou answer them, Like as ye have 
forsaken me, and served strange gods in 
your land,’so shall ye serve strangers 
in a land that zs not yours. 

20 Declare this in the house of Jacob, 
and publish it in Judah, saying, 

21 Hear now this, O foolish people, and 
without +understanding ; * which have 
eyes, and see not; which have ears, and 
hear not: : 

22 Fear Yye not me? saith the Lorp: 


will ye not *tremble at my presence,’ 


which have ‘placed the sand for the 
bound? of the sea by a perpetual decree, 
that it cannot pass it: and though the 





a Gen. 18:23, etc.; Ezek. 22:30. b Tit. 1:16, ¢ 2 Chron. 
16:9. a@chap.7:28; Isa.9:13; Zeph.3:1,2, e Hek. 12:9. 
f Mat. 11:5. g Micah 3:1. bh Psa, 2:3. Hosea 13:7; 
Amos 5:18, 19. j Ezek. 22:27 Zeph.3:3. * Or, deserts. 
¢ Heb. strong. k Josh. 23:7; Zeph. 1.5. Ichap.13 27. m ver. 
29; chap.9:9. m chap. 4:27; 30:11. o 2 Chron. 36:16. p Isa. 


28. 15. 
Isa, 6: 26; 39:3, 6. 
v Deut. 29: 24, etc.; 1 Kings, 9:8, 9. 
heart; Hosea 7:11. x Isa. 6:9; Ezek. 12:2; John 12:40; 
Rom. 11:8 y chap. 10:7; Rev. 15:4. 2 Psa. 99:1. a Job 
38:11; Prov. 8:29. ’ 


q chap. 14:13,15. Fr hap.20:9,11.. 8s Deut. 28: 49; 
t Lev. 26:16; Deut. 28 31,33. wu ver. 10. 
w Deut. 28 48. f Heb. 





CHAPTER V. 

2. Though they say, The Lord liveth ; though 
they swear by Jehovah’s name, thus professing 
their allegiance to him. 

10. Go ye up; this is addressed to the enemies 
of Judah. 

12. They have belied the Lord; while they 
readily believed the false prophets, they refused to 
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believe the true, and thus charged God himself 
with falsehood. Jt zs not he; it is not God that 
speaks by the prophet’s lips. ‘ie 

13; Thus shall it be done unto them; the 
evils which the prophets predict shall fall upon 
themselves, not upon us. 

16. An open sepulchre ; ready to swallow up 
and destroy. Compare Psa. 5:9. 











Enemies sent 


ment and filthiness. 


ticsa, Waves thereof toss themselves, 
yet can they not prevail; though they 
roar, yet can they not pass over it? 

23 But this people hath a revolting and 
a rebellious *heart; they are »revolted 
and gone. 

24 Neither say they in their heart, Let 
us now fear the Lorp our God, that giv- 


E4 eth © rain, both the former and the latter, 


in his season: he ‘reserveth unto us the 
appointed weeks of the harvest. 
25 J Your ‘iniquities have turned 


away these things, and your sins have 


withholden good things from you. 
26 For among my people are found 


wicked men: they *lay wait, as he that 


setteth snares ; they set a trap, they catch 


men. 
27 As a teage is full of birds, so are 


their houses full of deceit; therefore they 


are become great, and waxen frich. 

28 They are waxen £fat, they shine: 
yea, they overpass the deeds of the wick- 
ed: they judge "not the cause, the cause 
of the fatherless, yet they prosper; and 
the right of the needy do they not 


4 F judge. 


29 Shall I not visit for these things ? 
saith the Lorp: shall not my soul be 


- avenged on such a nation as this? 


30 §{ A? wonderful and ‘horrible thing 
is committed in the land ; 

31 The prophets prophesy? falsely, and 
the priests $bear rule by their means; 
and my people ‘love to have it so: and 
what will ye do in the 'end thereof ? 


JEREMIAH VI. 


against Judah. 
CHAPTER VI. 


1 The enemies sent against Judah 4 encourage them- 
selves. 5 God setteth them on work because of their 
sins. 9 The Pines lamenteth the judgments of 
God because of their sins. 18 He proclaimeth God's 
wrath. 26 He calleth the people to mourn for the 
judgment on their sins. 


() YE children of Benjamin, gather 
yourselves to flee out of the midst 
of Jerusalem, and blow the trumpet in 
Tekoa, and set up a sign of fire in ™ Beth- 
haccerem: for evil appeareth out of the 
north," and great destruction. 

2 I have likened the daughter of Zion 
to a !!comely and delicate woman. 

3 The shepherds with their flocks shall 
come unto her; they shall °pitch their 
tents against her round about; they shall 
feed every one in his place. 

4 Prepare ye war against her; arise, 
and let us go up at noon. Woe unto us! 
for? the day goeth away, for the 4shad- 
ows of the evening are stretched out. 

5 Arise, and let us go by night, and let 
us destroy her palaces. 

6 ¥ For thus hath the Lorn of hosts 
said, Hew ye down trees, and *east a 
mount against Jerusalem: this zs the city 
to be visited; she zs wholly oppression 
in the midst of her. 

7 As' a fountain easteth out her wa- 
ters, so she casteth out her wickedness: 
violence* and spoil is heard in her; be- 
fore me continually zs grief and wounds. 

8 Be thou tinstrueted, O Jerusalem, 
lest" my soul tdepart from thee; lest I 
make thee desolate, a land not inhabited. 





e¢ Deut, 11:13,14. d Gen. 8:22. 
. * Or, pry as fowlers lie in wait. f Or, coop. f Mi- 
& Deut. 32:15. bh chap, 22:15-19 £ Or, Astonish- 
i Hoseat:10. j Ezek. 13:6. ® Or, take 
into their hands. k Micali 2:11. 1 Deut. 32:29; Lam. 1:9. m Neh, 


a Hosea 4:8. » Isa. 31:6. 


3:14. » Ezek. 26:7, etc. |] Or, woman dwelling at home. o 2 
17. 


Kings, 25:1, p chap. 8:20. q Cant. 2:17. * Or, pour out the 
engine of shot. © Isa, 57:20. 8 Ezek. 7:11,23. t Prov. 4:13; 
Zeph. 3.7. u Ezek, 23:18. $¢ Heb. be loosed, or disjointed. 





24. The former; which falls in autumn, and 
repares the ground for ploughing and sowing. 
Lhe latter; which falls in the spring, and matures 
the crops. Reserveth unto us—the harvest ; 
gives us the harvest in its appointed weeks. 
25. These things—good ; the good gifts men- 
tioned in the preceding verse. 
27. Full of birds; birds caught by stratagem. 
Deceit ; wealth gained by deceit. 
28. Overpass the deeds of the wicked; go be- 


yond ordinary sinners in crime. 


31. What will ye do; what will ye sinners of 


_ Judah and Jerusalem do to avert destruction? Jn 


the end thereof ; when God shall bring upon you 
the consequences of your sins. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. God often bears long with wicked nations and 
cities, and withholds his judgments from them, for 
the sake of the few righteous men which they con- 
tain. Gen. 18: 23-32. 

2-11. When corruption and profligacy have per- 
vaded aJl classes of the community, and God's 
repeated chastisements have failed to bring them 
to repentance, then it is certain that their destruc- 
tion is at hand. a | 

12-17. The self-flatteries of sinners cannot for 
@ moment stay God’s approaching vengeance; at 


the appointed time it Mae fall upon them with 
1 





resistless power, and sweep away them and their 
delusions together. 

18. Since God’s judgments have for their end 
the purification and not the destruction of the true 
Israel, he will take care that his church shall not 
only survive them, but receive from them new 
strength and enlargement. 

23-31. When iniquity abounds among God's 
professed people, and both teachers and taught are 
united in maintaining falsehood, they should ex- 
pect that he will vindicate the cause of truth b 
terrible manifestations of his wrath. Isa. 59: 16-18. 


CHAPTER VI. 


1. Benjamin; Jerusalem lay on the southern 
border of the tribe of Benjamin. The Benjamites in 
reat numbers would naturally take refuge in her 
Bie the invaders. But they are here warned to es- 
cape, as she will fall into the hands of the enemy. 

3. Shepherds with their flocks; kings with 
their armies. Shall feed; shall destroy her, as 
flocks consume pasturage. 

4,5. Prepare ye war—destroy her palaces ; 
the impatient language of the enemy. They regret 
that they cannot reach her before evening, and 
resolve to continue the march through the night. 

7. Grief and wounds ; the grief and wounds 
caused by her opposition and violence. 
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Destruction wrought 


9 Y Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, They 
shall thoroughly glean the remnant of 
Israel as a vine: turn back thy hand as 
a grape-gatherer into the baskets. 

10 To * whom shall I speak, and give 
warning, that they may hear? Behold, 
their ear is “uncircumcised, and they 
cannot hearken: behold, the word of the 
Lorp is unto them a ‘reproach; they 
have no delight in it. 

11 Therefore I am full of the fury of 
the Lorp; I am weary with holding in: 
I will pour it out upon the ‘children 
abroad, and upon the assembly of young 
men together: for even the husband 
with the © wife shall be taken, the aged 
with him that is full of days. 

12 And their houses shall be turned 
unto others, with their fields and wives 
together: for I will stretch out my hand 
upon the inhabitants of the land, saith 
the Lorp. 

13 For from the least of them even unto 
the greatest of them every one is given 
to fecovetousness; and from the prophet 
even unto the priest every one dealeth 
falsely. 

14 They have £ healed also the *hurt of 
the daughter of my people slightly, saying, 
Peace, peace; when "there is no peace. 

15 Were they‘ashamed when they had 
committed abomination? nay, they were 
not at all ashamed, neither could they 
blush; therefore! they shall fall among 
them that fall: at the time that I visit 
them they shall be cast down, saith the 
Lorp. 

16 Thus saith the Lorn, Stand ye in 
the ways, and see, and ‘ask for the old 
paths, where zs the good "way, and 
walk" therein, and ye shall find °rest 
for your souls. But they said, We will 
not walk therein. 

17 Also, I set? watchmen over you, say- 
ing, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. 
But they said, We will not Shearken. 


a Isa. 53:1. b Acts7:51. ¢ chap. 20:8,9, 9 chap. 9:21, 
e chap. 8:10; Deut. 28:30. f Micah 3:5, 11. ¢ chap. 8:11, 12. 
* Heb. bruise, or breach. b Lam, 2:14. 1 chap. 3:3. Jj Prov. 
29:1. k chap. 50:5. 1 chap. 18:15; Mal. 4:4. m Cant. 1:7, 
n Col. 2:6. © Mat.11:29. p Ezek.3:17; Hab.2:1. q Zech, 





JEREMIAH VI. 


£ by the enemy. 


18 4] Therefore hear, ye nations, *,";°? 
and know, O congregation, what is among 
them. 

19 Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring 
evil upon this people, even the "fruit of 
their thoughts, because they have not 
hearkened unto my words, nor to my 
law,’ but rejected it. 

20 To what tpurpose cometh there to 
me incense from Sheba, and the sweet 
cane from a far country? your burnt- 
offerings are not acceptable, nor your 
sacrifices sweet unto me. . 

21 Therefore thus saith the Lorn, Be- 
hold, I will lay *stumbling-blocks before. 
this people, and the fathers and the sons 
together shall fall upon them ; the neigh- 
bor and his friend shall perish. 

22 Thus saith the Lorn, ¥ Behold, a peo- 
ple cometh from the north country, and 
a great nation shall be raised from the 
sides of the earth. 


23 They shall lay hold on bow and. — 


spear; they are cruel, and have no mer- 
cy; their voice “roareth like the sea; 
and they ride upon horses, set in array 
as men for war against thee, O daughter 
of Zion. 

24 We have heard the fame thereof: 
our hands wax feeble: *anguish hath 
taken hold of us, and pain, as of a woman 
in travail. 

25 Go not forth into the field, nor walk 
by the way; for the Ysword of the ene- 
my and fear is on every side. 

26 YJ O daughter of my people, gird thee 
with sackcloth, and ? wallow thyself in 
ashes: make thee *mourning, as for an 
only son, most bitter lamentation : for the 
spoiler shall suddenly come upon us. 

27 I have set thee for a tower and a 


fortress among my people, that thou may-— 


est know and try their way. 

28 They are all grievous revolters, 
walking® with slanders: they are © brass 
and iron; they are all corrupters. 

r Prov. 1:31. 8s Prov. 28:9. t Psa. 50:7-9; Isa. 1:11; 
Micah 6: 6-8 wu Ezek. 3:20; Rom..11:9 
x chap. 18:21; Prov. 1:27, 28; Lam, 


Isa. 1:20. 2 chap. 25:34; Micah 1:10. 
c Isa. ] : 22, 25. 





vers 
Amos 5:21, 22; 
vver.1, Ww Isa. 5:20, 
1:12. y chap. 4:10; 

a Lam. 1:16, b chap. 9:4. 





9. Turn back thy hand ; persist in gleaning. 
Jehovah here addresses the enemy. 

10. Shall I speak ; the prophet says this. 

11. Full—weary with holding in; I have 
forborne to speak, because the people would not 
listen; but I can refrain no longer. ‘The fury of 
the Lord” is the coming wrath of the Lord, which 
he was commanded to proclaim. 

14. They have healed; the false prophets and 
priests. Chap. 5:31. Slightly; they have cov- 
ered over the festering wound of her iniquity, in- 
stead of probing it. 

16. Stand ye in the ways; to examine and 
decide which is the right way. The old paths ; 
those prescribed of old by God. 
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17. Watchmen; prophets. Sound of the 
trumpet ; warning you of approaching danger. 
Compare Ezek. 33: 1-9. 

18. What is among them; what wickedness 
demanding my judgments. 

20. Sheba; aregionof southern Arabia. Burzt- 
offerings not acceptable, nor your sacrifices 


sweet ; ‘because they are the offerings of the wicked. — 


Isa. 1: 11-14. 

21. I will lay stumbling-blocks ; see note on 
chap. 4:10. : 

27. I have set thee; God addresses the proph- 
et. A toweranda fortress; chap.1:18. Anow 


and try their way ; by the truth which thou pro- — 


claimest from me. 
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God expostulates 


aM 4. 99 The bellows are burned, the 


lead is consumed of the fire ; the founder 
melteth in vain: for the wicked are not 
plucked away. 

30 Reprobate* silver *shall men call 
them, because the Lorp hath rejected 
them. 


CHAPTER VII. 


1 Jeremiah is sent to call for true repentance, to pre- 
vent the Jews’ captivity. S He rejecteth their vain 
confidence, 12 by the example of Shiloh. 17 He 
threateneth them for their idolatry. 2L He rejecteth 
the sacrifices of the disobedient. 29 He exhorteth to 
mourn for their abominations in Tophet, 32 and the 
judgments for the same. 


HE word that came to Jeremiah from 
the Lorp, saying, 

2 Stand in the gate of the Lorn’s house, 
and proclaim there this word, and say, 
Hear the word of the Lorp, all ye of Ju- 
dah, that enter in at these gates to wor- 
ship the Lorp. 

3 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the God 
of Israel,» Amend your ways and your 
doings, and | will cause you to dwell in 
this place. 

4 Trust ye ‘not in lying words, saying, 
The temple of the Lorn, The temple of the 
Lorp, The temple of the Lorn, are these. 

5 For if ye thoroughly amend your 
ways and your doings; if ye thoroughly 
execute judgment between a man and 
his neighbor; 

6 If ye oppress not the stranger, the 
fatherless, and the widow, and shed not 
dmnocent blood in this place, ‘neither 
walk after other gods to your hurt; 

7 Then ‘will I cause you to dwell in 
this place, in the land that I gave to your 
fathers, for ever and ever. 


JEREMIAH VII. 


with his people. 


8 § Behold, ye trust in lying words, 
that cannot profit. 

9 Willf ye steal, murder, and commit 
adultery, and swear falsely, and burn 
incense unto Baal, and walk after other 
gods whom ye know not; 

10 And &come and stand before me in 
this house, twhich is called by my name, 
and say, We are delivered to do all these 
abominations ? 

11 Is this house, which is called by 
my name, become aiden of robbers in 
your eyes? Behold, even I have seen 7, 
saith the Lorp. 

12 But go ye now unto myi place which 
was in Shiloh, ‘where I set my name at 
the first, and see! what I did to it for the 
wickedness of my people Isracl. 

13 And now, because ye have done all 
these works, saith the Lorn, and I spake 
unto you, "rising up carly and ® speaking, 
but ye heard not; and I called you, but 
ye° answered not; 

14 Therefore will I do unto this house, 
which is called by my name, wherein 
ye trust, and unto the place which I gave 
to you and to your fathers, as I have 
done to Shiloh. 

15 And I will? cast you out of my sight, 
as I have cast out all your brethren, even 
the whole seed of 7Ephraim. 

16 Therefore pray "not thou for this 
people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for 
them, neither make intercession to me: 
for §I will not hear thee. 

17 { Seest thou not what they do in 
the cities of Judah and in the streets of 
Jerusalem ? 

18 The children gather wood, and the 





* Or, Refuse. a Mat. 6:13. b Isa. 1: 16,17; Mat. 3:6. ¢ Mi 
cah 3:11; Mat. 3:9, 10. d Deut. 6:14, 15. e Deut. 4:40. 
f Hosea 4:1,2; Rom. 2:2, 17, etc. g Ezek.23:39. +t Heb. 
whereupon my name is called. b 2Chron. 6:33. i Mat. 21:13. 


jJosh,w8sl. ° kb Deuti2?1i., Uchap. 2:63, sami4: Tie -eten; 
Psa. 78: 60,61. m2Chron. 36:15. n Neh. 9:29, 30. 0 Isa. 65:12; 
66:4. p 2 Kings, 17:23. @ Psa. 78:67; HoseaY:3. Fr 1 John, 


b= iG # chap-46:1. 





29. The bellows—the lead ; these were destroy- 
ed in the vain effort to separate the silver from the 
dross; that is, to purify the people from sin. Lead 
was anciently used in the process of refining. 

30. Reprobate silver ; that cannot be refined, 
and is therefore worthless. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

9. God is slow to inflict punishment upon his 
ontag it is only after expostulation and warning 
have proved vain, that he gives them over, as he 
did Jerusalem of old, to desolating judgments. 

14, 15. The aim of all false doctrine is to flatter 
men with the hope of impunity in sin; and its 


result is to make them impudent and hardhearted, 


and thus plunge them into irremediable ruin. 

20. When men’s hearts are full of rebellion, and 
their lives of iniquity, no multiplication of outward 
tites can be acceptable to God, or avert his dis- 


pleasure. 


21. When men do not love the truth, God leaves 
them to embrace falsehood, which becomes a stum- 
bling-block, to their destruction. 

oF The way in which men treat God’s faithful 
servants and their messages, is a true touchstone of 


their own character. 





28-30. They who cannot be purines by God's 
discipline, must be destroyed by his judgments. 


CHAPTER VII. 


4, Are these ; these buildings; the temple prop- 
erly so called, with its several courts. They said, 
These are “the temple of the Lord,” and therefore 
he will defend them, and all who worship in them, 
from injury. Thus the Jews put their trust in out- 
ward privileges, and not in holiness of heart and 
life. 
10. We are delivered to do; we are delivered 
from danger by our relation to God and his temple, 
and can do with impunity. 

11. Aden of robbers; a den to protect robbers, 
since they trusted to it for protection in their rob- 
beries. Compare Mat. 21:13; Mark 11:17. 

12. Shiloh ; north of Jerusalem, in the tribe of 
Ephraim. From Joshua to Samuel it was honored 
as the abode of the tabernacie and ark. Josh. 18:1; 
1 Sam. 1:3. 

15. Ephraim ; that is, the kingdom of Israel, of 
which Ephraim was the chief tribe. 

18. The queen of heaven ; the moon, worship- 
ped as a female deity. pe 


Abominations of Judah, 


fathers kindle the fire, and the women 
knead their dough, to make cakes to the 
queen* of heaven, and to pour out drink- 
offerings unto other gods, that they may 
provoke me to anger. 

19 Do*they provoke me to anger? saith 
the Lorn: do they not provoke themselves 
to the confusion of their own faces? 

20 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Behold, mine anger and my fury shall be 
poured out upon this place, upon man, 
and upon beast, and upon the trees of 
the field, and upon the fruit of the 
ground; and it shall burn, and shall not 
be quenched. 

21 4] Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the 
God of Israel; > Put your burnt-offerings 
unto your sacrifices, and eat flesh. 

22 For °I spake not unto your fathers, 
nor commanded them in the day that I 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
concerning? burnt-offerings or sacrifices: 

23 But this thing commanded I them, 
saying, 4Obey my voice, and °I will be 
your God, and ye shall be my people: 
and walk ye in all the ways that I have 
commanded you, that it may be well 
unto you. 

24 Butfthey hearkened not, norinclined 
their ear, but walked in the counsels and 
in the imagination of their evil heart, 
and went" backward, and not forward. 

25 Since the day that your fathers came 
forth out of the land of Egypt unto this 
day, I have even sent unto you all my 
servants the prophets, daily rising up 
early and sending them: 

26 Yet they hearkened not unto me, nor 
inclined their ear, but ‘hardened their 
neck: they did 3 worse than their fathers. 

27 Therefore thou shalt speak all these 


JEREMIAH VII. 


and God’s judgments. 


words unto them; but they will *,%** 
not hearken to thee: thou shalt also 
call unto them ; but they will not answer 
thee. 

28 But thou shalt say unto them, This 
is a nation that obeyeth not the voice of 
the Lorp their God, nor * receiveth cor- 
rection :!| truth is perished, and is cut off 
from their-mouth. 

29 § Cut off ‘thy hair, O Jerusalem, and 
cast 7t away, and take up a lamentation 
on high places; for the Lorp hath re- 
jected and forsaken the generation of his 
wrath. 

30 For the children of Judah have done 
evil in my sight, saith the Lorp; they 
have set their abominations in the house 
which™ is called by my name, to pol- 
‘lute it. 

31 And they have built the high places 
of ® Tophet, which zs in the valley of the 
son of Hinnom, to burn their °sons and 
their daughters in the fire; which I com- 
manded them not, neither came it *into 
my heart. 


saith the Lorn, that it shall no more be 
called Tophet, nor The valley of the son 
of Hinnom, but The valley of slaughter: 
for Pthey shall bury in Tophet, till there 
be no place. 

33 And the Ycareasses of this people 
shall be meat for the fowls of the heavy- 
en, and for the beasts of the earth; and 
none shall fray them away. 

34 Then will I cause to ‘cease from 
the cities of Judah, and from the streets 
of Jerusalem, the voice of mirth, and the 
voice of gladness, the voice of the bride- 
groom, and the voice of the bride: for 
the land shall be ‘desolate. 





b Amos 5:21, 
t Heb. concerning the 
eo Ex. 19:5; Lev. 26:3, 12. 
g chap. 11:7,8. % Heb, 

J.chap. 16212. 


* Or, frame, or workmanship, a 1 Cor. 10: 22. 
c 1 Sam. 15:22; Psa, 40:6; Hosea 6:6. 
smatter of. Ex 15:26; Deut. 6:3. 
f Psa.81:11, 12. $¢ Or, stubbornness, 
were, h Hosea 4:16. i Neh. 9:17, 29. 


keehap. | * 


32:33. || Or, instruction, 1 Job 1:20; Micah 1:16. m 2 
Kings, 21:4,7; Ezek. 8:5. m 2 Kings, 23:10, o Psa. 106: 38. 
* Heb. upon. p chap. 19:6, 11; Ezek. 6:5, etc. q Deut. 28:28; 
Psa. 79:2. ¥ Isa. 24:7,8; Hosea2:1l. 8 Lev. 26:33; Isa, 
3-8. - 





19. Me—themselves ; does the damage fall on 
me, or on themselves ? 

21. Put your burnt-offerings unto your sac- 
rifices; by the mosaic law the burnt-offerings 
were to be wholly consumed on the altar; but of 
the peace-offerings a portion cnly was burned, and 
upon the remainder the offerer feasted with his 
friends. They are here told to eat their burnt-offer- 
ings, if they will, with their peace-offerings, for 
Jehovah will not accept them. 

22. [spake not—concerning burnt-offerings ; 
I made not these, but love and obedience your main 
duty. Compare 1 Sam. 15:22; Psa. 50: 8-15. 

29. Cut off thy hair; as a sign of deep grief. 
Tsa. 15:2; 22:12; Micah 1:16. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-15. As the Israelites in Samuel’s time thought 
that the presence of God’s ark would give them vic- 
tory over the Philistines, though they repented not 
of their transgressions against him; so the Jews in 
Jeremiah’s day who burned incense to idols, and 
their descendants who crucified the Saviour and 
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persecuted his apostles, believed that God’s temple, 
with its divinely appointed services, would make 
them secure from danger. All who riow put their 
trust for salvation in outward ordinances and priv- 
ileges, without inward repentance and obedience, 
are guilty of the same folly, and must come to the 
same ruin. Rom. 2:28, 29 

16. There is a limit in sin, beyond which God 
will no longer hear intercessory prayer or delay his 
judgments. 

18. When the members of a family or commu- 
nity sin together, they must also suffer together. 

21-23. God values outward services only as they 
are expressions of inward love and obedience, and 
he will not allow the former to be substituted for 
the latter. 

24-34. When men refuse to receive the correc- 
tion of God’s word, he will make them feel the 
power of his anger. The awful desolation of an- 
cient Jerusalem is a solemn warning to all cities 
and nations of what awaits them if they imitate 





her crimes. 


32 J Therefore, behold, the days come, 
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The calamities 


A.M 3404. 


seo. CHAPTER VIII. 


1 The caiamity of the Jews, both dead and alive. 4 He 
, glagree their foolish and shameless impenitency. 
13 He showeth their grievous judgment, 18 and be- 
waiieth their desperate estate. 


T that time, saith the Lorp, they shall 

bring out the *bones of the kings of 
Judah, and the bones of his princes, and 
the bones of the priests, and the bones of 
the prophets, and the bones of the inhab- 
itants of Jerusalem, out of their graves: 
2 And they shall spread them before 
the sun, and the moon, and all the host 
of »heaven, whom they have loved, and 
whom they lave served, and after whom 
they have walked, and whom they have 
sought, and whom they have worship- 
ped: they shall not be gathered, nor be 
buried; they shall be for “dung upon 
the face of the earth. 

3 And ‘death shall be chosen rather 
than life by all the residue of them that 
remain of this evil family, which remain 
in all the places whither I have driven 
them, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

49 Moreover thou shalt say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lorn; Shall they fall, 
and not arise? shall he turn away, and 
not return ? 

5 Why then is this people of Jerusalem 
slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? 
they hold fast deceit, they ‘refuse to 
return. 

6 Lhearkened and heard, but they spake 
not aright: no man repented him of his 
wickedness, saying, What have I done? 
every one turned to his course, as the 
horse rusheth into the battle. 

7 Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth 
her appointed times ; and the turtle and 
the crane and the swallow observe the 
time of their coming; but my people 
know not the judgment of the Lorn. 

8 How do ye say, We are & wise, and 
the law of the Lorp zs with us? Lo, cer- 
tainly *in "vain made he i; the pen of 
the scribes ts in vain. 

9 Thet wise men are ashamed, they 


JEREMIAH VIII. 


of the Jews. 


are dismayed and taken: lo, they have 
rejected the word of the Lorp; and # what 
wisdom! zs in them 2 

10 Therefore will I give their wives 
unto others, and their fields to them that 
shall inherit them: for every one, from 
the least even unto the greatest, is given to 
covetousness ;} from the prophet even un- 
to the priest every one dealeth falsely. 

11 For they have healed the hurt cf the 
daughter of my people slightly, saying, 
Peace,* peace; when there is no peace. 

12 Were they ashamed when they had 
committed abomination? nay, they were 
not at all ashamed, neither could they 
blush; therefore shall they fall among 
them that fall: in the 'time of their vis- 
itation they shall be cast down, saith the 
Lorp. 

13 § IS willsurely consume then, saith 
the Lorn: there shall be no grapes on the 
vine, nor figs on the fig-tree, and the leaf 
shall fade ; and the things that I have giv- 
en them shall ™pass away from them. 

14 Why do we sit still ? assemble your- 
selves, and let us enter into the defenced 
e:ties, and let us be silent there: for the 
Lorp our God hath put us to silence, and 
given" us water of !'gall to drink, be- 
cause we have sinned against the Lorp. 

15 We °looked for peace, but no good 
came; and for a time of health, and 
behold trouble! 

16 The snorting of his horses was heard 
from PDan: the whole land trembled at 
the sound of the neighing of his ‘strong 
ones; for they are come, and have de- 
voured the land, and *all that is in it; ’ 
the city, and those that dwell therein. 

17 For, behold, I will send serpents, 
cockatrices, among you, which will not 
be ‘charmed, and they shall bite you, 
saith the Lorp. 

18 9 When *I would comfort myself 
against sorrow, my heart zs faint fin me. 

19 Behold the voice of the ery of the 
daughter of my people because of + them 
that dwell in a ‘far country: Js not the 





a Ezek.37::. » 2 Kings,23:5. ¢ 2Kings,9 37. d Rev. 
9:6. e John5:40, f Cant.2:12. g John 9:41; Rom. 2:17, 
ete. * Or, the false pen of the scribes worketh for falsehood ; Isa, 
10:1,2, bh Mat.15°6. 4 Or, Have they been ashamed, } Heb 
the wisdom of what thing. 1 Isa. 8.20. j Isa. 56:11. k Ezek, 


13:10. 1 Deut. 32:35; Hosea5:9. Or, Ingathering I will 
consume. m Hosea2?:8,9. nchap.23:15. {| Or, poison. o chap. 
14:19. p chap. 4:15. @ Judg. 5:22. .* Heb. the fulness 
thereof ¥ Psa. 58:4,5. 8 Lam.1:16,17. fHeb.upon. $ Heb. 
the country of them that are far off. t Isa. 39:3. 





CHAPTER VIII. 
1. They shall bring out the bones; the enemy 
shall do this, probably in their search for hid treas- 
ures. Such an exposure of the bones was a great 


indignity. 

4. Shall they fall—not return? shall the fall 
of the people be final? Shall Judah turn away 
from God, and never return? 

7. The time of their coming; their annual 
return in the spring. 

No grapes—the leaf shall fade; the 


- gleaning of the vine and fig-tree, and the withering 


of their leaves, represent the complete desolation of 





the land by the armies of the Chaldeans. And the 
things—shall pass away from them; rather, 
“and I will appoint those who shall overrun them.” 

14. Why do we sit still? the words of the peo- 
pie, exhorting each other to flee into the defenced 
cities. 

16. His horses ; the horses of the invader. From 
Dan ; chap. 4:15. 

18. When I would comfort myself ; the words 
of the prophet. 

19. Why have they provoked me; Jehovah 
answers, that it is not his absence from Zion, but 
her sins that have given the enemy power-over her. 
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Jeremiah lamenteth 


Lorp in Zion? *zs not her>king in her? 
Why have they “provoked me to anger 
with their graven images, and with 
strange vanities ? 

20 The harvest is ‘past, the summer is 
ended, and we are not saved. 

2i For the hurt of the daughter of my 
people am I hurt; I am ‘black; aston- 
ishment hath taken hold on me. 

22 Is there no ‘balm in Gilead? is there 
no physician there? why then is not 
the health of the daughter of my people 
recovered ?* 


CHAPTER IX. 


Jeremiah lamenteth the Jews for their manifold sins, 
9 and for their judgment. 12 Disobedience is the 
cause of their bitter calamity. 17 He exhorteth to 
mourn for their destruction, 23 and to trust not in 
themselves, but in God. 25 He threateneth both Jews 
and Gentiles. 


ou that my head were waters, and 
mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I 
might "weep day and night for the slain 
of the daughter of my people! 

2 Oh that I had in the wilderness a 
lodging-place of wayfaring men; that I 
might leave my people, and go from them ! 
for they be all ‘adulterers, an assembly 
of treacherous / men. 

3 And they bend their ‘tongues like 
their bow for lies: but they are not‘ val- 
iant for the truth upon the earth; for 
they ™proceed from evil to evil, and they 
know" not me, saith the Lorp. 

4 Take ye heed every one of his #neigh- 
bor, and trust ye not in any brother: for 
every brother will utterly supplant, and 
every neighbor will walk with slanders. 

5 And they will $ deceive every one his 
neighbor, and will not speak the truth: 
they have taught their tongue to speak 
lies, and weary themselves to commit 
iniquity. 

6 Thy habitation is in the midst of 


_ 


JEREMIAH IX. 


the sins of the people. 


A. M. 3404. 
B. C. 600. 


deceit; through deceit they re- 
fuse to know me, saith the Lorp. 


7 Therefore thus saith the Lorp of- 


hosts, Behold, I will °melt them, and try 
them; for how shall I do for the daugh- 
ter of my people? 


8 Their tongue is as an Parrow shot out; 


it speaketh deceit: one speaketh peace- 
ably to his neighbor with his mouth, but 
in ‘heart he layeth *his wait. 

9 Y Shall I not visit them for these 
things? saith the Lorp: shall not my soul 
be avenged on such a nation as this? 


10 For the mountains will I take up a_ 


weeping and wailing, and for the { habi- 
tations of the wilderness a lamentation, 
because they are #burned up,so that none 
can pass through them; neither can men 
hear the voice of the cattle: both the 
fowl of the heavens and the beast are 
fled; they are gone. 

11 And i will make Jerusalem "heaps, 
and a den of dragons; and I will make 
the cities ef Judah |i desolate, without an 
inhabitant. 

12 4] Who *zs the wise man, that may 
understand this? and who is he to whom 
the mouth of ihe Lorp hath spoken, that 
he may declare it, for what the land per- 
isheth and is burned up like a wilder- 
ness, that none passeth through ? 

13 And the Lorp saith, Because they 
have forsaken my law which I set before 
them, and have not obeyed my voice, 
neither walked therein ; 

14 But have walked after the *imagi- 
nation of their own heart, and after Baa- 
lim, which their fathers taught them: 

15 Therefore thus saith the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel; Behold, I will * feed 
them, even this people, with Ywormwood, 
and give them water of gall to drink. 


16 I will “scatter them also among the 





a Psa. 135:21. b Isa. 33:22. ¢ Deut. 32:21. @ Mat. 25:1-12. 
eJoel2:6. fchap. 46:11; Gen. 37:25, g Mat.9:11,12. * Heb. 
goneup? f Heb. Who will give my head, h Isa. 22:4; Lam, 
2:11; 3:48 ichap.5:7,8. j Micah 7:2-5. k Isa. 59:3, 4, 
!Jude3. m 2Tim.3:13. 0 Hosea4:1-3. $£ Or, friend. 4 Or, 


mock, o Isa.1:25. p Psa. 64:3, 4. q Psa. 28:3. |] Heb, the 
midst of him. * Or, wait forhim. } Or, pastures. }$ Or, desolate. 
4 Heb. from the fowl evento, +t Lam, 2:2,7,8. || Heb. desolation, 
s Hosea 14:9. t-Deut. 29: 24-28. * Or, stubbornness ; chap. 7:24 
u Psa. 80:5. v Lam. 3:15,19. w Lev. 26:33; Deut. 28: 64. 





20. The harvestis past—we are not saved ; the 
words of the people lamenting that all their expec- 
tations of help and deliverance have passed away. 

22. No balm—no physician ; has Judah no 
almighty helper? The balm of Gilead was em- 
ployed in healing wounds. Why then—recov- 
ered? the implied answer is, Not for want of balm 
or a physician, but because she persists in her 
rebellion. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-18. God’s power to curse is as unlimited as 
his power to bless. With infinite ease he can bring 
upon the strongest of his enemies calamity after 
ou until death shall be chosen rather than 

ife. 

20. To those who fail of God’s great salvation, it 
will be a most bitter reflection that they have mis- 


improved abundant opportunities which will never | 4:2 


return. 
924 





22. Christ, the great Physician, is near to the 
unconverted, as well as to his church, with the 
balm of salvation in his hand. If any remain un- 
healed, and die in their sins, it will be because they 
refuse his help, freely and graciously proffered. 


CHAPTER IX. 


2. A lodging-place of wayfaring men ; an- 
ciently, as now, such lodging-places were erected 
for the accommodation of caravans. 

6. Thy habitation ; Jehovah here addresses 
the prophet. ‘ 

8. An arrow shot out ; 
arrow.” 

10. For the mountains ; that is, on account of 
their desolation. The fowl—the beast are fied; 
a firure to express utter desolation. Compare chap. 

25 . 


rather, “a murderous 


14. Baalim ; images of Baal. 
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God is to be feared, 


4M 2% heathen, whom neither they nor 
their fathers have known: and | will 
send a sword after them, till I have con- 
sumed them. 

17 § Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, Con- 
sider ye, and call for the mourning wom- 
en, that they may come; and send for 
cunning women, that they may come: 

18 And let them make haste, and take 

up a wailing for us, that our eyes may 
run down with tears, and our eyelids 
gush out with waters. 
.19 For a voice of wailing is heard out 
of Zion, How are we spoiled! we are 
greatly confounded, because we have 
forsaken the land, because our dwellings 
have east us out. 

20 Yet hear the word of the Lorn, O 
ye *women, and let your ear receive the 
word of his mouth, and teach your daugh- 
ters wailing, and every one her neighbor 
lamentation. 

21 For death is come up into our win- 
dows, and is entered into our palaces, to 
eut off the children from without, and 
the young men from the streets. 

22 Speak, Thus saith the Lorn, Even 
the carcasses of men shall fall as dung 
upon the open field, and us the handful 
after the harvest-man, and none shall 
gather them. 

23 | Thus saith the Lorn, Let not the 
wise mun glory in his wisdom, neither 
let the mighty man glory in his might, 
‘let not the rich man glory in his riches: 

24 But -let him that glorieth glory in 
this, that he understandeth and knoweth 
me, that | am the Lorp which exercise 
loving-kindness, judgment, and _ right- 
eousness, in the earth: for in these things 
I delight,° saith the Lorn. 

25 {| Behold, the days come, saith the 


JEREMIAH X. 


and not idols. 


Lorp, that I will *punish ¢all them which 
are circumcised with the uncireum- 
cised; 

26 Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and 
the children of Ammon, and Moab, and 
all that are tin the utmost corners, that 
dwell in the wilderness: for all these 
nations are uncircumcised, and all the 
house of Israel ave *uncireumcised in 
the heart. ; 


CHAPTER. Xs 


1 The unequal comparison of God and idols. 17 The 
prophet exhorteth to flee from the calamity to come. 
19 He lamenteth the spoil of the tabernacle by fool- 
ish pastors. 23 He maketh an humble supplication. 


‘LJ EAR ye the word which the Lorp 
speaketh unto you,O house of Israel: 

2 Thus saith the Lorp, Learn Snot the 
way of the heathen, and be not dismay- 
ed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen 
are dismayed at them. 

3 For the #customs of the people are 
vain: &for one cuiteth a tree out of the 
forest, the work of the hands of the work- 
man, with the axe. 

4 They deck it with silver and with 
gold; they fasten it with nails and with 
hammers, that it move not. 

5 They are upright as the "palm-tree, 
but speak not: they must needs be borne, 
because they cannot go. Be not afraid 
of them; for they cannot do evil, neither 
also is it in them to do good. 

6 Forasmuch as there ts‘none like unto 
thee, O Lorp; thou art great, and thy 
name 7s great in might. 

7 Who! would not fear thee, O King of 
nations? for §to thee doth it appertain: 
forasmuch as among all the * wise men 
of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, 
there is none like unto thee. 

8 But they are | altogether brutish and 





a Isa. 32:9-13. 61 Cor.1:31. ¢ Micah7:18. * Heb. visit 


upon. 4 Rom.2:8,9. t Heb. eut off into corners, or having the 
corners of their hair polled. e Rom. 2. 28,29. f Lev.18:3; 20; 23. 


$ Heb. statutes, or ordinances are vanity. g Isa. 40:19, ete. 
h Psa. 115: 5, etc.; Hab. 2:19; 1 Cor.12:2. iEx.15:11. j Rev. 


15:4. @ Or, it liketh thee. k Psa. 89:6. || Heb. tn one, or at once. 





23. Glory in his wisdom—-his might—his 
riches; all these resources would fail to deliver 
the Jews from the calamities which God was about 
to bring upon them. 

24. That he understandeth and knoweth me ; 
because a true knowledge of God, which includes 
love and obedience, is the only salvation of individ- 
‘uals or of nations. 

25. Punish —circumcised with the wuneir- 
cumcised ; make no distinction between the cir- 
cumcised Jews and the uncircumcised Gentiles ; 
because, as the next verse explains, the Jews are 
“ uncireumcised in the heart.” — 

26. Arein the utmost corners ; or, as the mar- 
gin, “have the corners of their hair shorn;” a de- 
scription of the Arabian tribes. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1,2. While God’s faithful servants abhor the 
ways of wicked men, and loathe their companion- 
ship, they feel deep compassion for them in view 
the ruin which they are bringing upon them- 
ves. , 





3-9. In this perverse and fallen world it is hard to 
find any who are worthy of perfect confidence ; but 
when the mass of a people have become thoroughly 
false and treacherous, their destruction is at hand. 

12-16. The highest wisdom of statesmen and 
rulers is to understand that the prosperity of a 
nation lies in fearing and obeying God, and its 
destruction in forgetting him and trampling under 
foot his laws. 

25, 26. When God’s covenant people imitate the 
sins of the ungodly, they must expect to suffer pun- 
ishment with them. 


CHAPTER X. 


2. The signs of heaven; the positions of the 
stars and planets, eclipses, etc., by which the hea- 
then supposed that the destinies of men were con- 
trolled. ae the vanity of these the prophet nat- 
urally passes, in the following verses, to consider 
the vanity of idolatry. 

3-5. One cutteth a tree—to do good ; compare 
Isa. 40:19, 20; 44:9-19; 45: 20. 

925 


Folly of idolatry. 


foolish: the stock is a doctrine of * van- 
ities. 

9 Silver spread into plates is brought 
from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the 
work of the workman, and of the hands 
of the founder: blue and purple 7s their 
clothing: they are all the work of cun- 
ning men. 

10 But the Lorp is the *true God, he zs 
the ‘living God, and an /feverlasting 
King :4 at his wrath the earth shall trem- 
ble, and the nations shall not be able to 
abide his indignation. 

11 Thus# shall ye say unto them, The 
gods that have not made the heavens and 
the earth, even *they shall perish from 
the earth, and from under these heavens. 

12 He Shath made the earth by his pow- 
er, he hath established the world by his 
wisdom, and hath stretched out the heav- 
ens by his discretion. 

13 When &he uttereth his voice, there 
is a’ multitude of waters in the heavens, 
and "he causeth the vapors to ascend 
from the ends of the earth; he maketh 
lightnings |! with rain, and bringeth forth 
the wind out of his treasures. 

14 Every manis*brutish in his know- 
ledge: every founder is confounded by the 
graven image; for his molten image zs 
falsehood, and there is no breath in them. 

15 They are vanity, and the work of 
errors: in the time of their visitation 
they shall perish. 

16 The /portion of Jacob zs not like 
them: for he zs the former of all things ; 
and Israel zs the rod of his inheritance: 
The Lorp of 'hosts zs his name. 

17 4] Gather up thy wares out of the 
land, O t inhabitant of the fortress. 

18 For thus saith the Lorn, Behold, I 


JEREMIAH XI. 


The prophet’s prayer. 


will “sling out the inhabitants of “4 
the land at this once, and will distress 
them, that they may find zt "so. 

19 *| Woe is me for my hurt! my wound 
is grievous: but I said, Truly this is a 
grief, and I must ° bear it. 


20 My tabernacle is spoiled, and all 


my cords are broken: my children are 
gone forth of me, and they are not: there 
zs none to stretch forth my tent any more, 
and to set up my curtains. 


21 For the? pastors are become brutish, 


and have not sought the Lorn: therefore 
they shall not prosper, and all their flocks 
shall be scattered. 

22 Behold, the noise of the bruit is 
come, and a great commotion out of the 
north country, to make the cities of Ju- 
dah desolate, and a den of dragons. 

23 §{] O Lorn, I know that the 4way of 
man is not in himself: it 7s not in man 
that walketh to direct his steps. 

24 O Lorn, correct me, ‘but with judg- 
ment; notin thine anger, lest thou # bring 
me to nothing. 

25 Pour Sout thy fury upon the heathen 
that know thee not, and upon the fami- 
les that call not on thy name: for they 
have eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, 
and tconsumed him, and have made his 
habitation desolate. 


CHAPTER XI. 


1 Jeremiah proclaimeth God's covenant, 8 rebuketh 


the Jews’ disobeying thereof, 11 prophesieth evils to- 


come upon them, I5 and upon the men of Anathoth, 
for conspiring to kill Jeremiah. 


HE word that came to Jeremiah from 
the Lorn, saying, 
2 Hear ye the words of this covenant, 
and speak unto the men of Judah, and 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem ; 





a Isa, 41:29. b Dan.10:5. * Heb. God of truth; Psa. 31:5. 
¢1Tim. 6:17. + Heb. King of eternity, d Psa. 10:16. ¢ In 
the Chaldean language. e Zech. 13:2. f chap. 51:15-19. g Job 
38:34. 9 Or, notse, h Psa. 135:7. || Or, for. * Or, more brut- 
ish thanto know. i Psa. 92:6; 94:8. 3 Psa. 16:5. k Deut. 





9. Uphaz; perhaps the same as Ophir. 

14. Avery man; that is, every idolater. 

17. The fortress; or, the besieged city. The 
people of Jerusalem are warned to prepare for going 
into captivity. 

19. Woe ws me; Jerusalem now speaks. 

21. The pastors ; the rulers of Judah and Jeru- 
salem. Chap. 2:8. 

22. Bruzt ; rumor, report of the invading army. 
Dragons ; the original word means wild animals 
of the jackal family that inhabit ruins. 

23. Is notin humself; in his own power. The 
prophet acknowledges God's supreme control over 
himself and his people. 

24. With zudgment ; the same as “in meas- 
ure.” Isa. 27:8. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. In God's word we have a perfect rule of 
faith and practice, and have no occasion to look to 
signs and omens, as the heathen do, to learn either 
our duty or our destiny. 





32:9; Psa. 74:2. 1 Isa.47:4. f Heb. inhabitress. m 1 Sam, 
24:24, o Ezek. 6:10. o Micah 7:9. p chap.2:8; Ezek. 34:2, 
10; Zech.10:3. gq Prov. 16:1; 20:24. r Psa. 6:1; chap. 30:11. 
{ Heb. diminish me. 8 Psa. 79°6,7. t Lam, 2; 22, 





3-16. The living God alone, who made heaven 
and earth, can help and save his worshippers. All 
gods of human workmanship must perish with their 
makers. 

19-22. God will not overlook the transgressions 
of his own people, but will visit them with afflic- 
tions and chastisement until they learn that in 
obeying him alone they can find blessedness and 
salvation. 

23, 24. Every true child of God wei oA feels his 
inability, without God's help, to direct his steps, or 
to bear the just punishment of his sins. . It 1s his 
constant prayer that God would keep him in the 
ways of holiness, and chasten him with gentleness, 
so that the discipline shall not overwhelm, but 
purify him and prepare him for heaven. Chap. 
46:28; Psa. 38:1. 

25. The severity of the chastisements which God 
inflicts upon his own people, is a solemn warning 
to the ungodly of the utter destruction which awaits 
them. 1 Pet. 4:18, 
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Conspiracy of the 
pee 3 And say thou unto them, Thus 


B. C. 608. 
saith the Lorp God of Israel; *Cursed 
be the man that obeyeth not the words 
of this covenant, 

4 Which I commanded your fathers in 
the day that I brought them forth out of 
the land of Egypt, from the iron fur- 
nace, saying, “Obey my voice, and do 
them, according to all which I command 
' you: soshall ye be my people, and I will 
be your God: 

5 That “I may perform the °oath which 
I have sworn unto your fathers, to give 
them a land flowing with milk and honey, 
as it is this day. Then answered I, and 
said, *So be it, O Lorp. 

6 Then the Lorp said unto me, Pro- 
claim all these words in the cities of 
Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, 
saying, Hear ye the words of this cove- 
nant, and ‘do them. 

7 For I earnestly protested unto your 
fathers in the day that I brought them 
up out of the land of Egypt, even unto 
this day, frising early and protesting, 
saying, Obey my voice. 

8 Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined 
their ear, but walked every one in the 
Imagination? of their evil heart: there- 
fore I will bring upon them all the words 
_ of this covenant, which I commanded 

them to do; but they did them not. 

9 And the Lorp said unto me, A con- 
_ spiracy is found among the men of Judah, 
- and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

10 They are turned back to the iniqui- 
ties of their" forefathers, which refused to 
hear my words; and they went after other 
gods to serve them: the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah have broken my cov- 
enant which I made with their fathers. 

11 4] Therefore thus saith the Lorp, 
Behold, 1 will bring evil upon them, 
_ which they shall not be able to tescape; 
and though they shall ery unto me, | 
will not hearken unto them. 


JEREMIAH XI. 


men of Anathoth. 


12 Then shall the cities of Judah and 
inhabitants of Jerusalem go, and ery unto 
the ‘gods unto whom they offer incense: 
but they shall not save them at all in 
the time of their $ trouble. 

13 For Jaccording to the number of thy 
cities were thy gods, O Judah; and ac- 
cording to the number of the streets of 
Jerusalem have ye set up altars to that 
shameful! thing, even altars to burn in- 
cense unto Baal. 

14 Therefore pray ‘not thou for this 
people, neither lift up a ery or prayer 
for them: for I will not hear them in the 
time that they cry unto me for their 
trouble. * 

15 What thath my beloved to do in 
my house, seeing 'she hath wrought 
lewdness with many, and the holy ™flesh 
is passed from thee? when tthou doest 
evil, then thou " rejoicest. 

16 The Lorp called thy name, A green 
olive-tree,° fair, and of goodly fruit: with 
the noise of a great tumult he hath kin- 
dled fire upon it, and the branches of it 
are broken. 

17 For the Lorn of hosts, that? planted 
thee, hath pronounctd evil against thee, 
for the evil of the house of Israel and of 
the house of Judah, which they have 
done against themselves to provoke me 
to anger in offering incense unto Baal. 

18 4] And the Lorp hath given me 
knowledge? of zt, and I know it: then 
thou ‘showedst me their doings. 

19 But I was like a lamb or an ox that 
is brought to the slaughter; and I knew 
not that they had devised * devices against 
me, saying, ‘Let us destroy the Stree 
with the fruit thereof, and let us cut him 
off from the land of the living, that his 
hame may be no more remembered. 

20 But, O Lorp of hosts, that judgest 
righteously, that "triest the reins and the 
heart, let me see thy vengeance on them: 
for unto’ thee have I revealed my cause. 





a Deut. 27:26; Gal. 3:10. 
@ Deut. 7:12,13. e¢ Psa. 105:8-11. 
27:15-26. f Rom. 2:13; James1:22. g chap. 7:13, ete, 
t Or, stubbornness; chap. 7:24; 9:14. = h Ezek, 20: 27-30, 
Hees 90 forth of. i Deut, 32:37. 4 Heb. evil. j chap, 2:28 


b Deut. 4:20. ¢ chap. 7:23, 
* Heb, Amen; Deut, 


eb. shame; chap. 3 24; Hosea9:10. k chap, 7:16; Ex. 


32:10. ™ Heb. evt/, fF Heb. is to my beloved in my house ? 


1 Mat, 22:11, m Hag. 2: 12-14. $ Or, thyevilis. n Prov. 2:14, 
© Rom, 11:17. p chap.2:21, q Amos3:7. r Ezek. 8:§, etc, 
8s chap. 18:18. t Luke 20:10-15. @ Heb. stalk with his bread. 


« 1 Chron, 28:9; Rev. 2:23. ¥ Psa. 57:1. ‘ 





CHAPTER XI. 
4. Do them; “the words of this covenant.” 
5. So be it ; may they thus obey thy covenant 
and inherit the iad. 
9. A conspiracy ; to break God’s covenant, as 


- the next verse shows. | 


15. The holy flesh ; the flesh of the sacrifices. 

- 2:12. Is passed from thee ; is rejected by 

_ God as unclean, with the accessory idea that it 

_ Shall cease to be offered during the approaching 
ca ape 

8. The Lord hath given me knowledge; of 

_ the conspiracy of the men of Anathoth against my 

i oo To this the remainder of the present chapter 

 felates. 





19. A lamb—brought to the slaughter; un- 
resisting and unconscious of its fate. I knew not ; 
that is, before Jehovah revealed it to me. 

21. Anathoth ; the birthplace and home of 
Jeremiah. Chap. 1:1. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-17. God never fails to fulfil his promises to 
such as keep his covenant, whether nations or 
individuals; and he will certainly execute his 
threatenings upon all who break it. 

18-23. God understands all the secret plots of 
the wicked against the righteous, and he can easily 
expose them, and deliver his servants from them: 
but they must not hesitate to declare his whole 
counsel, even at the hazard of lite. 
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The wicked prosper, 


21 Therefore thus saith the Lorp of 
the men of Anathoth, that seek thy life, 
saying, Prophesy *notin the name of the 
Lorp, that thou die not by our hand: 

22 Therefore thus saith the Lorp of 
hosts, Behold, I will *punish them: the 
young men shall die by the sword ; their 
sons and their daughters shall die by 
famine: 

23 And there shall be no remnant of 
them: for I will bring evil upon the men 
of Anathoth, even the year of their ’ vis- 
itation. 


CHAPTER XII. 


1 Jeremiah, complaining of the wicked’s prosperity, 
by faith seeth their ruin. 5 God admonisheth him 
of his brethren’s treachery against him, 7 and la- 
menteth his heritage. 14 He promiseth to the peni- 
tent return from captivity. 


R IGHTEOUS< art thou, O Lorp, when 
U I plead with thee: yet let me tf talk 
with thee of thy judgments: ¢ Wherefore 
doth the way of the wicked prosper? 
wherefore are all they happy that deal 
very treacherously ? 

2 Thou hast planted them, yea, they 
have taken root: they tgrow, yea, they 
bring forth fruit: thou art °near in their 
mouth, and far from their reins. 

3 Butthou, O Lorn, fknowest me: thou 
hast seen me, and tried my heart $ toward 
thee: pull them out hke sheep for the 
slaughter, and prepare them for the day 
of ® slaughter. 

4 How long shall the land mourn, and the 
herbs of every field wither, for the wicked- 
ness" of them thatdwell therein? the beasts 
are consumed, and the birds; because 
they said, He shall not see our last end. 

5 WY If thou hast run with the footmen, 
and they have wearied thee, then how 
canst thou contend with horses? and zf 
in the land of peace, wherein thou trust- 
edst, they wearied thee, then how wilt 
thou do in the 'swelling of Jordan ? 
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6 For even thy brethren, and 4;%,°%: 
the house of thy father, even they have 
dealt treacherously with thee; yea, they 
have !icalled a multitude after ‘thee: 
believe them not, though they speak * fair 
words unto thee. 

7 Yj I have 'forsaken my house, I have 
left my heritage : I have given the ft dear- 


ly beloved of my soul into the hand of - 


her enemies. 

8 My heritage is unto me as a lion in 
the forest; it #erieth out against me: 
therefore have I hated it. 

9 My heritage is unto me as a § speck- 
led bird, the birds round aboutare against 
her; ™come ye, assemble all the beasts 


of the field, !!come to devour. 


10 Many pastors have destroyed my 
vineyard, they have trodden my portion 
under foot, they have made my *pleasant 
portion a desolate wilderness. 

11 They have made it desolate, and be- 
ing desolate it mourneth unto me; the 
whole land is made desolate, because" no 
man layeth zt to heart. 

12 The spoilers have come upon all 
high places through the wilderness: for 
the sword of the Lorp shall devour from 
the one end of the land even to the other 
end of the land: no flesh shall have 
peace. 

13 They have sown wheat, but °shall 
reap thorns: they have put themselves 
to pain, duvt shall not profit: and +they 
shall be ashamed of your revenues be- 
cause of the fierce anger of the Lorp. 

14 4 Thus saith the Lorp against all 
mine evil neighbors, that ? touch the in- 
heritance which I have caused my peo- 
ple Israel to inherit ; Behold, I will pluck 
them out of their land, and pluck out 
the house of Judah from among them. 

15 And it shall come to pass, after that 
I have plucked them out I will %return, 
and have compassion on them, and will 





a. Isa, 30210;, Anos’? 212) 72.13, 16% Micah2:6.." Heb. visit 


upon, b Luke 19:44. ¢ Psa. 51:43; Dan. 9:7. f¢ Or, reason the 
case. ad Job 21:7, etc.; Psa. 73:3, etc. $¢ Heb.go on, e Tit. 
1:16. f Psa. 17:3; 139:1,23. % Heb. with. g James 5:5, 
h Psa, 107:34. iJosh. 3:15. j Micah7:6. || Or, cried after 


thee fully. k Prov. 26:24, 25. * Heb. good things. 1 Psa, 78: 59, 
60. + Heb. love of. t Or, yelleth ; Heb. giveth out his voice. % Or, 
bird having talons. mI1sa.56:9. |] Or, cause them tocome. * Heb. 
portion of desire. n Isa, 42:25, 0 Lev. 26:16. fF Or, ye. 
p Zech. 2:8,9. q Deut. 30:3; Ezek. 28:25. 





CHAPT UR Oc, 


0. If thou hast run—the swelling of Jor- 
dan? Jehovah’s answer to the prophet, rebuking 
his impatience, and bidding him prepare for severer 
trials. “ The swelling of Jordan,” is literally, “‘ the 
pride of Jordan.” Whether we understand this of 
its swollen flood, which the traveller is compelled 
to ford, or of the thickets which line its banks and 
are the habitation of wild beasts, chap. 49:19, it 
is a figure for great difficulties and dangers. 

6. Even thy brethren: the men of Anathoth. 
If even they have dealt treacherously with thee, 
prepare to encounter still greater trials from the 
rulers of Jerusalem. 

9. A speckled bird; a bird of prey with varie- 
gated colors, which is an object of hatred and per- 
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secution to the other birds. Come ye; a call to 
the nations to destroy Jerusalem. 

10. Pastors ; here heathen rulers, the same as 
“ spoilers,” ver. 12. 

13. They have sown ; that is, the Jews. These 
words describe the disappointment of all their 
hopes; especially their trust on alliances with the 
heathen. Your revenues; the result of your vain 
endeavors. , 

14. Mine evil neighbors; Jehovah calls the 
surrounding heathen nations his neighbors, because 
his dwelling-place was in Jerusalem. From 
among them; from being among them. I will 
remove my people from the midst of these nations 
to Babylon. The captivity of Judah was followed 
by that of the surrounding nations that had hated 
und persecuted her. i, 


and work mischief. 3 

















The type of 


a. M3 bring them again, every man to 


his heritage, and every man to his land. 

16 And it shall come to pass, if they 
will diligently learn the *ways of my 
people, to swear by my name, The Lorp 
liveth; as they taught my people to 
swear by Baal; then shall they be ® built 
in the midst of my people. 

17 But* if they will not obey, I will 
utterly pluck up and destroy that nation, 
saith the Lorp. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


1 In the type of a linen girdle, hidden at Euphrates, 
God prefigureth the destruction of his people. 12 
Under the parable of the bottles filled with wine he 
foretelleth their drunkenness in misery. 15 He ex- 
horteth to prevent their future judgments. 22 He 
showeth their abominations are the cause thereof. 


HUS saith the Lorp unto me, Go and 
get thee a linen girdle, and put it 
upon thy loins, and put it not in water. 
2 Sol got a girdle according to the word 
of the Lorn, and put zt on my loins. 

3 And the word of the Lorp came unto 
me the second time, saying, 

4 Take the girdle that thou hast got, 
which zs upon thy loins, and arise, go to 
Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of 
the rock. 

5 So I went, and hid it by Euphrates, 
as the Lorp commanded me. 

6 And it came to pass after many days, 
that the Lorp said unto me, Arise, go to 


JEREMIAH XIII. 





Euphrates, and take the girdle from thence, 
which I commanded thee to hide there. 


7 Then I went to Euphrates, and dig- 


ged, and took the girdle from the place. 
where I had hid it: and behold, the gir- 
dle was marred, it was profitable for 
nothing. 

8 Then the word 
unto me, saying, 

9 Thus saith the Lorp, After this man- 
ner will I ‘mar the pride of Judah, and 
the great pride of Jerusalem. 


a Cant. 1:8, b Eph. 2:19-22; 1 Pet. 2:5,  c¢ Isa. 60:12. 
d Lev. 26:19. ¢ chap. 16:12. * Or, stubbornness. f Isa. 3:24. 
g Ex. 19:6. chap. 25:15, 27; Isa. 51:17, 21; 63:6. i Psa. 

16. If they; these heathen nations. Learn 
the ways of my people; become proselytes to 
their religion, Eph. 2: 15-22. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. God does not forbid us to plead with him con- 
cerning his dealings, if it be done in the spirit of 
deep reverence and childlike confidence. teoas 
32:11-14; Num. 14: 13-21; Isa. 63:17-19; 
64: 9-12; Acts 22: 17-21. ; 

3. When we are tempted to envy the wicked for 
their prosperity, we should look beyond present 
eo and consider their latter end. Psa. 
73:17-20; Luke 16: 19-31. 

5. It does not become those whom God has com- 
missioned to preach his word, to faint and be dis- 
couraged on account of the persecutions which they 
endure for the truth’s sake. Rather should they 
_ make their present trials the occasion of fortifying 


of the Lorp came 











themselves for trials in the future. 


a linen girdle. 


10 This evil people, which refuse to 
hear my words, which ‘walk in the 
imagination* of their heart, and walk 
after other gods, to serve them, and to 
worship them, shall even be as this ‘gir- 
dle, which is good for nothing. 

11 For as the girdle cleaveth to the 
loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave 
unto me the whole house of Israel and 
the whole house of Judah, saith the 
Lorn ;8 that they might be unto me fora 
people, and for a name, and for a praise, 
and for a glory: but they would not hear. 

12 4] Therefore thou shalt speak unto 
them this word; Thus saith the Lorp 
God of Israel, Every bottle shall be filled 
with wine: and they shall say unto thee, 
Do we not certainly know that every 
bottle shall be filled with wine? 

13 Then shalt thou say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lorn, Behold, I will fill 
all the inhabitants of this land, even the 
kings that sit upon David’s throne, and 
the priests, and the prophets, and all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, with 'drunk- 
enness. 

14 And I will'dash tthem one against 
another, even the fathers and the sons 
together, saith the Lorn: I will not pity, 
nor spare, nor have mercy, + but destroy 
them. 

15 J Hear ye, and give ear; be not 
proud: for the Lorp hath spoken. 

16 Give !glory to the Lorp your God, 
before he cause *darkness, and before 
your feet stumble upon the dark moun- 
tains, and, while ye 'look for light, he 
turn it into the shadow of death, and 
make zt gross darkness. 

17 But if ye will not hear it, my soul 
shall ™weep in secret places for your 
pride; and mine eyes shall weep sore, 
and run down with tears, because the 
Lorp’s flock is carried away captive. 








2:9. ¢ Heb. a man against his brother. + Heb. from destroying 
them. ) Josh. 7:19. k Amos 8:9. 1 Isa. 69:9. m chap. 9:1; 
Psa. 119: 136, 

6. In all ages of the world, the wickedness of 
the human heart has often overcome the closest 
ties of blood; so that the bitterest foes of the ser- 
vant of God have been they of his own household. 

14. Though God employs wicked men as the 
instruments of chastising his people, he will in the 
end remember and punish their iniquities. Isa. 
10: 5-19. 





CHAPTER XIII. 

1. Put it not in water ; a direction signifying 
that God’s covenant people are unclean in their 
hearts and lives. 

4. Go to Euphrates—hide it there; a symbol 
of the humiliation of God’s people by their removal 
to Babylon in a state of captivity. 

13. With drunkenness; strong drink, which 
causes bewilderment and reeling, is a frequent 
figure for God’s judgments. Chap. 25: 15-283. 
Isa. 51:17. 
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Call to repentance. 


18 Say unto the *king and to the queen, | 
Humble yourselves, sit down; for your 
principalities* shall come down, even the 
crown of your glory. 

19 The cities of the south shall be shut 
up, and none shall open them: » Judah 
shall be carried away captive all of it, it 
shall be wholly carried away captive. 

20 Lift up your eyes, and behold them 
that come from the “north: where 7s the 
flock that was given thee, thy beautiful 
flock ? 

21 What wilt thou say when he shall 
punisht thee? for thou hast taught them 
to be captains, and as chief over thee: 
shall not sorrows take thee, as a woman 
in travail ? 

22 YJ And if thou say in thy heart, 
Wherefore’ come these things upon me? 
For the greatness of thine iniquity are 
thy skirts discovered, and thy heels + made 
bare. 

23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin, 
or the leopard his spots? then may ye also 
do good, that are Saccustomed to do evil. 

24 Therefore will I scatter them as the 
stubble*® that passeth away by the wind 
of the wilderness. 

25 This zs thy lot, the portion of thy 
measures from me, saith the Lorn; be- 
cause thou hast forgotten me, and trusted 
in ‘falsehood. 

26 Therefore will I discover thy skirts 
upon thy face, that thy shame may appear. 

27 I have seen thine adulteries, and thy 
neighings," the lewdness of thy whore- 
dom, and thine abominations on the ‘hills 
in the fields. Woe unto thee, O Jerusa- 
Jem! wilt thou not be made clean? |! when 
shall zt once be? 


JEREMIAH XIV. 


A grievous dearth. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


1 The grievous famine 7 causeth Jeremiah to pray. 
10 The Lord will not be entreated for the people. 
13 Lying prophets are no excuse for them. 17 Jere- 
miah is moved to complain for them. 


HE word of the Lorp that came to 
Jeremiah *concerning the dearth. 

2 Judah mourneth, and the * gates there- 
of languish; they are black unto the 
ground; and the ery of Jerusalem is gone 
up. 
3 And their nobles have sent their little 
ones to the waters: they came to the pits, 
and found no water; they returned with 
their vessels empty; they were ashamed 
and confounded, and covered their heads. 

4 Because the ground is chapped, for 
there was no rain in the earth, the 
ploughmen were ashamed, they covered 
their heads. 

5 Yea, the hind also calved in the field, 
and forsook zt, because there was no grass. 

6 And the wild asses did stand in the 
high places, they snuffed up the wind 
like dragons; their eyes did fail, because 
there was no grass. 

7 J O Lorn, though 'our iniquities tes- 
tify against us, do thou 7t for thy name’s 
sake: for our backslidings are many; 
we have sinned against thee. 

8 Othe “hope of Israel, the Saviour 
thereof in time of "trouble, why should- 
est thou be as a stranger in the land, and 
as a wayfaring man that turneth aside 
to tarry for a night? 

9 Why shouldest thou be as a man as- 
tonished, as a mighty man that ° cannot 
save ? yet thou, O Lorp, art in the ? midst 
of us, and tT we are called by thy name; 
leave us not. 


A. M. 3403, 
B. C. 601. 





achap 22 24; 2 Kings, 24:12; John 3:6. * Or, head-tires. 
bh 2 Kmys, 25.2L. © chap. 6: 22-24. + Heb. visttupon. d chap. 
16:10, 11; Hosea 12:8. Or, shall be violently taken away 
% Heb taught; Prov.19:27. e Psa. 1:4; Hosea 13:3. f Isa. 
28.15. 8 Hosea2:10. b chap. 5:8. i Isa. 65:7; Ezek. 6:13. 


|| Heb. after when yet? j Hosea8:5. * Heb. words of the dearths, 
or restraints. k Isa. 3:26; Lam.2:9,etc. 1 Dan.9:9. m chap. 
17:13; Joel 3:16; 1 Tim 1:1. 0 Psa, 46:1. ‘o Isa. 60:1. 
p Ex. 29:45, 46. f Heb. thy name is called upon us; Dan. 
9: 18, 19. 





20. Them that come from the north; the in- 
vading armies of the enemy. Chap. 6:22. Where 
is the flock ; the rulers of Jerusalem are rebuked 
for causing the Lord’s flock to perish through their 
sins. Compare Ezek. 34: 4-6. 

21. Hast taught them; the heathen nations, 
by seeking their aid and alliance, and imitating 
their idolatries. 

25. The portion of thy measures; the portion 
of punishment measured out to thee by me. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-14. Those who put their trust in outward 
privileges, and neglect holiness of heart and life, 
God will disown and put to shame, both in this 
world and that which is to come. Mat. 21:43; 
7: 21-23. 

16. To nations, as well as individuals, God gra- 
ciously gives a day of light and mercy, which they 
may improve for their salvation; but if they neg- 
lect this, and harden their hearts in sin, the sun of 
their day of grace will set to rise no more. Luke 
19:41, 42. 





17. God's faithful servants are deeply moved at 
930 


the rejection of their messages, for they foresee the 
ruin that must follow. 

18. As unfaithful rulers and teachers are first in 
leading God’s people into sin, so shall they be first 
in suffering his judgments. 

23. Nothing but divine grace is strong enough 
to break the fetters of sinful habit which has from 
the first held sway in the soul, and to set it free from 
“the law of sin” which is in the members. Rom. 


Eieaied. 
CHAPTER XIV. 

2. They are black unto the ground ; they lie 
upon the ground in a squalid and mourning condi- 
tion. 
6. They snuffed up the wind; in their en- 
deavors to find water, the direction of which these 
animals ascertain by the scent. 

8. A stranger—a way faring man; who only 
passes through a country without concerning him- 
self with its interests. 

9. A man astonished—a mighty man; who 
has heretofore wrought wonders, but whose wisdom 
and strength now fail him. 








1 at le lr al 








The prophet’s prayer 
A M3103, 10 J Thus saith the Lorp unto 


this people, Thus have they loved to 
wander, they have not *refrained their 
feet, therefore the Lorp doth not accept 
them ; he will now ?remember their ini- 
quity, and visit their sins. 

11 Then said the Lorp unto me, Pray 
not for this people for their good. 

12 When they fast, I will° not hear their 
cry ; and when they offer burnt-offering 
and an oblation, I will not accept them: 
but [ will consume them by the sword, and 
by the famine, and by the pestilence. 

13 {| Then said I, Ah, Lord Gop! be- 
hold, the prophets ¢say unto them, Ye 
shall not see the sword, neither shall ye 
have famine; but I will give you *as- 
sured peace in this place. 

14 Then the Lorp said unto me, The 
prophets prophesy lies in my name: | 
sent them not, neither have I command- 
ed them, neither spake unto them: they 
prophesy unto you a false vision and div- 
ination, and a thing of naught, and the 
deceit of their heart. 

15 Therefore thus saith the Lorp con- 
cerning the prophets that prophesy in 
my name, and I sent them not, yet they 
say, Sword and famine shall not be in 
this land; By sword and famine shall 
those prophets be consumed. 

16 And the people to whom they proph- 
esy shall be cast out in the streets of 
Jerusalem, because of the famine and 
the sword; and they shall have none to 
bury" them, them, their wives, nor their 
sons, nor their daughters; for I will pour 
their wickedness! upon them. 





echap.2:25. » Hosea9:9. ¢ Isa.1:15; Zech.7:13. d chap, 
28:2,etc. * Heb. peace of truth. e chap.27: 10,15. f Lam. 
2:14. g Isa. 30:10. b Psa. 79:3, ichap.4:18. j Lam. 1:16; 
%:18, & chap. 8:21; Lam. 2:1,13. ! Lam. 1:20; Ezek. 7: 15. 


¢ Or, make merchandise against a land, and men acknowledge it 


JEREMIAH XV. 


in behalf of Zion. 


17 4] Therefore thou shalt say this word 
unto them; /Let mine eyes run down 
with tears night and day, and let them 
not cease: for the virgin daughter of my 
people is - broken with a great breach, 
with a very grievous blow. 

18 If I go'forth into the field, then be- 
hold the slain with the sword! and if I 
enter into the city, then behold them that 
are sick with famine! yea, both the 
prophet and the priest fgo about into a 
land that they know not. 

19 Hast thou utterly ™rejected Judah 2 
hath thy soul loathed Zion? why hast 
thou smitten us, and there is no "healing 
for us? we looked for peace, and there is 
no good; and for the time of healing, and 
behold trouble! 

20 We acknowledge, O Lorp, our wick- 
edness, and the iniquity of our fathers: 
for °we have sinned against thee. 

21 DoPnotabhor ws, for thy name’s sake; 
do not disgrace the throne of thy glory: 4re- 
member, break not thy covenant with us. 

22 Are ‘there any among the vanities of 
the Gentiles thatcan causerain? orean the 
heavens give showers? Art not ‘thou he, 
O Lorp, our God? therefore we will wait 
upon thee: for thou hast made all these 
things. . 

CHAPTER XV. 
1 The utter rejection and manifold judgments of the 

Jews. 10 Jeremiah, complaining of their spite, re- 

ceiveth a promise for himself, 12 and a threatening 


forthem. 15 He prayeth, 19 and receiveth a gracious 
promise. 


TT\HEN said the Lorp unto me, Though 
‘Moses and "Samuel stood before 
me, yet Ymy mind could not be toward 


not; chap.6:31. m Lam. 5:22, m chap. 15:18. © Psa. 106: 6; 
Dan. 9:8 p Psa. 61:11. q Psa. 74.1,2. r Zech. 10:2. 8 Paa. 
1363.75. Isa, 30:23.. & Ex.32::12 a WSami.7:9;  Paa..99.:6: 
v Ezek. 14: 14. 











11. Pray not; see note on verse 22. 
18. Go about ; wander into exile. 
2l. Do not disgrace the throne of thy glory; 

by giving occasion to thine enemies to blaspheme 

thy name, as unable to save thy people. Compare 

Num. 14: 13-16. 

22. Can the heavens give showers? that is, 
of their own proper power. They are God’s work- 
manship, and he alone can control their action. 
All these things ; heaven and earth. 

In the last four verses of this chapter the prophet 
= in the name of the pious remnant. From 
this it is plain that God’s command, “ Pray not for 
this people for their good,” verse 11, was not abso- 
lute, but a declaration that, while the mass of the 
poe continued impenitent, no prayer could avert 
us judgments. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 
1-6. God has all the powers of nature under his 


_ control. When he chooses through them to punish 


- nations for their sins, they can neither resist nor 
endure his hand. 

7-9. In the deepest distress God is able to hear 
and deliver us; and though on the ground of our 
own righteousness we can expect nothing but de- 
struction, we may for his name's sake hope that he 





will save us, when we heartily repent of our imqui- 
ties. Ver. 20, 21. 

10-12. Both nations and individuals may go to 
such lengths in rebellion and iniquity, that God 
will hear no intercessory prayer in their behalf. 
Chap. 15:1; 1 John, 5: 16. 

13-16. Men’s readiness, everywhere and in all 
ages, to listen to those who flatter them and prom- 
ise them peace and prosperity in sin, is a sad proof 
of the desperate deceitfulness and wickedness of 
the human heart. 

17-19. The prevalence of national iniquity fills 
the good man’s soul with the deepest grief, both 
for the glory of God’s name, and for the certain 
ruin, temporal and spiritual, which such iniquity 
occasions. 

2. To sin against the Author of nature, and 
then look to the powers of nature for help and de- 
liverance, is the extreme of madness and folly. 


CHAPTER XV. 

1. Then said the Lord; in answer to the 
prayer just preceding. Stood before me; were 
now to ang before me, and intercede with me, as 
they did of old. Ex. 32:11-14; Num. 14: 13-19; 
1 Sam. 7:8, 9. Cast them out of my sight ; 
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Rejection of the Jews. 


this people: cast them out of my sight, 
and let them go forth. 

2 And it shall come to pass, if they 
say unto thee, Whither shall we go forth ? 
then thou shalt tell them, Thus saith the 
Lorn; *Such as are for death, to death ; 
and such as are for the sword, to the 
sword; and such as are for the famine, 
to the famine; and such as are for the 
captivity, to the captivity. 

3 And I will °appoint over them four 
kinds,* saith the Lorp: the sword to 
slay, and the dogs to tear, and the fowls 
of the heaven, and the beasis of the 
earth, to devour and destroy. 

4 And I will fcause them to be ¢re- 
moved into all kingdoms of the earth, 
because? of Manasseh the son of Heze- 
kiah king of Judah, for that which he did 
in Jerusalem. 

5 For ¢who shall have pity upon thee, 
O Jerusalem? or who shall bemoan thee? 
or who shall go aside to ask #how thou 
doest 2 

6 Thou hast forsaken me, saith the 
Lorp, thou art gone backward: there- 
fore will I stretch out my hand against 
thee, and destroy thee; Iam weary with 
repenting. 

7 And I will fan them with af fan in the 
gates of the land; I will bereave them of 
children,’ I will destroy my people, since 
they return not from their ways. 

8 Their widows are increased to me 
above the sand of the seas; I have 
brought upon them against the ! mother 
of the young men a spoiler at noonday: 
I have caused him to fall upon it sud- 
denly, and terrors upon the city. 

9 She that hath borne seven languish- 


JEREMIAH XV. 


Jeremiah’s complaint. 


eth: she hath given up the ghost: 4;,™%5% E 


her sun is gone down ' while zt was yet 
day: she hath been ashamed and con- 
founded: and the residue of them will 
I deliver to the sword before their ene- 
mies, saith the Lorp. 

10 4] Woe'is me, my mother, that thou 
hast borne me a man of strife and a man 
of contention to the whole earth! I have 
neither lent on usury, nor men have lent 
to me on usury; yet every one of tkem 
doth curse me. 

11 The Lorp said, Verily itshall be well 
with /thy remnant; verily I will *cause 
the enemy to entreat thee ‘well in the 
time of evil and in the time of affliction. 

12 Shall iron break the northern iron 
and the steel? 

13 Thy substance and thy treasures 
will I give to the spoil without price, 
and that for all thy sins, even in all thy 
borders. 

14 And I will make thee to pass with 


thine enemies into a land which thou | 


knowest not: for a 'fire is kindled in 
mine anger, which shall burn upon you. 

15 §| O Lorn, thou knowest: remember 
me, and visit me, and" revenge me of my 
persecutors ; "take me not away in thy 
long-suffering : know that for thy °sake 
I have suffered rebuke. 

16 Thy words were found, and I did 
eat them; and thy P word was unto me 
the joy and rejoicing of my heart: for tI 
am called by thy name, O Lorp God of 
hosts. 

17 I sat not in the assembly of the 
mockers, nor rejoiced; I sat alone be- 
cause of thy hand: for thou hast filled 
me with indignation. 





a chap. 43:11; Ezek. 5:2, 12; Zech. 11:9. b Lev. 26:16; 
Ezek. 14:21. * Heb fumilies. } Heb. give them for a removing 
c Deut. 28°25. d2 Kings, 24:3,4, elsa.51:19. ¢ Heb. of thy peuce. 
f Mat. 3:12. Or, whatsoever is dear. gAmos4: 10,11. || Or, moth- 
er city a young man spoiling, or against the mother and the young 


men. h Amos 8:9, iJob 3:1, ete. j Eccles. 8:12. * Or, entreat 
the enemy for thee. k Psa. 106:46. 1 Deut. 32:22. m Luke 
18:7, 8; Rom, 12:19, mn Psa. 102:24, 0 Psa. 69:7; Mat. 19:29. 
p Job 23:12. ¢ Heb. thy name is called upon me. 





declare my purpose to cast them out. 
Isa. 6: 10. 

3. Four kinds ; of plagues: the first destroys life, 
and the other three devour the carcasses of the slain. 

4. Because of Manasseh ; 2 Kings, 21: 1-16; 
2 Chron. 33: 1-10. 

3. Go aside ; turn from his course, as one does 
to visit the sick. 

7. The gates of the land ; these are put figu- 
ratively for the paths which lead out of its borders. 
Here God will stand with his fan, and scatter them 
like chaff into exile. 

8. A spoiler at noonday; one who spoils with 
open and resistless force. 

9. Her sun ts gone down ; her hopes are extin- 
guished by the loss of her sons. Whzle it was yet 
day ; prematurely. by their sudden death in youth. 

10. A man of strife—of contention to the 
whole earth; a man with whom all men strive 
and contend. J have neither lent—nor men have 
lent ; I, have been neither a hardhearted lender 
nor a fraudulent borrower: no wrong-doing of mine 
has given occasion to my fellow-men to hate me. 
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Compare 





11. To entreat thee well in the time of evil ; 
Jehovah encourages his desponding servant by a 
promise. The fulfilment see in chap. 39:11, 12; 
40: 1-4. 

12. Shall tron break the northern tron ; or, 
“ Shall iron be broken, even the northern iron?” 
Tron represents the warlike equipments and power 
of the enemy, which are invincible. 

13. Thy substance ; addressed to Judah. : 

15. Thou knowest; my case. The prophet 
again prays for deliverance dom his persecutors. 

16. Did eat them ; received them with a will- 
ing and glad mind, as is explained in the next 
clause. 

17. Because of thy hand; because thy hand 
was upon me; that is, thy Spirit constrained me 
to deliver thy messages. Compare Ezek. 1:3; 
3:22; 8:1; 33:22. With indignation ; indig- 
nation here denotes the messages of wrath which 
the prophet was commissioned to deliver to the 
people. Compare chap. 6:11. For these messages 
the people hated and persecuted him; and thus he 
was made to sit alone. 
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Utter ruin of 
A. M. 3403. 


A.M. 9403. 48 Why *is my pain perpetual, 
and my wound incurable, which refuseth 
to be healed? wilt thou be altogether un- 
to me as a liar, and as waters that * fail? 

19 { Therefore thus saith the Lorn, 
If »thou return, then will I bring thee 


again, and thou shalt stand before me: 


and if thou take forth the precious from 
the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth: let 
them return unto thee; but return not 
thou unto them. 

20 And I will make thee unto this 
people a fenced brazen wall: and they 
shall fight against thee, but they shall 
not prevail against thee: for I am with 
thee to save thee and to deliver thee, 
saith the Lorp. 

21 And I will deliver thee out of the 
hand of the wicked, and I will redeem 


| thee out of the hand of the terrible. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


1 The prophet, under the types of abstaining from mar- 
riage, from houses of mourning and feasting, fore- 
showeth the utter ruin of the Jews, 10 because they 
were worse than their fathers. 14 Their return from 
captivity shall be stranger than their deliverance out 
of Egypt. 16 God will doubly recompense their idoi- 
atry. 

HE word of the Lorp came also unto 
me, saying, 

2 Thou shalt not take thee a wife, nei- 
ther shalt thou have sons nor daughters 
in this place. 

3 For thus saith the Lorp concerning 
the sons and concerning the daughters 
that are born in this place, and concern- 
ing their mothers that bare them, and 
concerning their fathers that begat them 
in this land; 

4 They shall die of “grievous deaths ; 
they shall not be lamented ; neither shall 
they be buried ; but they shall be as dung 
upon the face of the earth: and they 





a chap. 3015. * Heb. be not sure? »b Zech.3:7.  ©¢ chap. 
15:2. f Or, mourning feast. t Or, break bread for them; Hosea 








18. Pain—wound ; his suffering for the truth’s 
sake. Asa liar—waters that fail; it seemed to 
the prophet as if God failed to fulfil to him his 
promise of help against his foes. 

19. If thow return; from thy impatience. This 
is God’s answer to the prophet. B ring thee again; 
to thy prophetical work, and support thee in it. 
Take orth the precious from the vile ; discrim- 
inate between the righteous and the wicked. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. When God is against a people for their mul- 
tiplied transgressions, no human sympathy or help 
can deliver them. 

6-9. The terrible desolations which God brings 
upon wicked nations, are both a public manifesta- 


tion of his displeasure against sin, and a solemn 


symbol of the utter and everlasting ruin which 


_ awaits the souls of sinners after death. Ver. 13, 14; 


i 17:4, 27. 

10. He who faithfully delivers God’s messages 
to sinners, must not expect to escape their reproaches 
and persecutions. _ They who do not relent under 


JEREMIAH XVI. 





the Jews forcshown. 


shall be consumed by the sword, and by 
famine; and their carcasses shall be meat 
for the fowls of heaven, and for the beasts 
of the earth. 

5 For thus saith the Lorp, Enter not 
into the house of t mourning, neither go 
to lament nor bemoan them: for I have 
taken away my peace from this people, 
saith the Lorp, even loving-kindness and 
mercies. 

6 Both the great and the small shall 
die in this land: they shall not be buried, 
neither shall men lament for them, nor 
cut themselves, nor make themselves bald 
for them: 

7 Neither shall men # tear themselves for 
them in mourning, to comfort them for 
the dead; neither shall men give them 
the ‘cup of consolation to drink for their 
father or for their mother. 

8 Thou shalt not also go into the house 
of feasting, to °sit with them to eat and 
to drink. 

9 For thus saith the Lorn of hosts, the 
God of Israel; Behold, I will cause to 
cease! out of this place in your eyes, and 
in your days, the voice of mirth, and the 
voice of gladness, the voice of the bride- 
groom, and the voice of the bride. 

10 “| And it shall come to pass, when 
thou shalt show this people all these 
words, and they shall say unto thee, 
Wherefore® hath the Lorp pronounced 
all this great evil against us? or what 7s 
our iniquity ? or What zs our sin that we 
have committed against the Lorp our 
God? 

11 Then shalt thou say unto them, Be- 
cause your fathers have forsaken me, 
saith the Lorp, and have walked after 
other gods, and have served them, and 
have worshipped them, and have for- 
saken me, and have not kept my law; 


9:4. 
2z,11. 





d Prov. 31:6,7. ¢ Psa. 26:4; 1 Cor. 5:11. f Hosea 


g Deut. 29: 24, 25. 





God’s rebukes, will seek to avenge themselves on 
his messengers. 

12. God arms the executioners of his vengeance 
with resistless power. 

15-21. God promises his servants help and sup- 
port in persecution, not freedom from it. When 
they allow their faith and patience to be overcome 
by the opposition of unreasonable men, they must 
expect to receive from him sharp rebukes. : 


CHAPTER XVI. 


2, Shalt not take thee a wife, neither shalt 
thou have sons nor daughters ; because the days 
are coming when it will be better to be childless, 
than to have children to perish by the sword: and 
by famine. Compare Mat. 24:19; Luke 23:29. 

5-7. Enter not into the house of mourning— 
‘ve them the cup of consolation ; he is forbid- 

en to mourn for the dead of his people, as a sign 

that God will destroy them, and the multitude of 

the slain will be so great that customary funeral 
rites will be impossible. Chap. 25: 33. 
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Counsels of God. 


12 And ye have done worse than your 
fathers; for behold, ye walk every one 
after the *imagination of his evil heart, 
that they may not hearken unto me: 

13 Therefore * will I cast you out of 
this land into a land that ye know not, 
neither ye nor your fathers; and there 
shall ye serve other gods day and night; 
where I will not show you favor. 

14 9 Therefore, behold, the days come, 
saith the Lorn, that it shall no more be 
said, The Lorp liveth, that brought up the 
children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; 

15 But, The Lorp liveth, that brought 
up the children of Israel from the land 
of the north, and from all the lands 
whither he had driven them: and I will 
bring them “again into their land that I 
gave unto their fathers. 

16 4 Behold, I will send for many 4 fish- 
ers, saith the Lorn, and they shall fish 
them; and after will I send for many 
hunters, and they shall hunt them from 
every mountain, and from every hill, and 
out of the holes of the rocks. 


17 For mine °eyes are upon all their}' 


ways: they are not hid from my face, nei- 
ther is their iniquity ‘hid from mine eyes. 

18 And first I will recompense their 
iniquity and their sin §double; because 
they" have defiled my land, they have 
filled mine inheritance with the carcasses 
of their detestable and abominable things. 

19 O Lorn, my ‘strength, and my for- 
tress, and my refuge in the day of Jaf- 
fliction, the Gentiles shall «come unto 
thee from the ends of the earth, and shall 
say, Surely our fathers have inherited 
lies, vanity, and things 'wherein there is 
no profit. 


JEREMIAH XVII. 


Captivity of Judah. 


20 Shall a man make gods un- 4,%%9 
to himself, and they are ™no gods? 

21 Therefore, behold, I will this once 
cause them to know, I will cause them 
to know my hand and my might; and 
they shall know that "my name is t The 
Lorp. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


1 The captivity of Judah for her sin. 5 Trust in man 
is cursed, 7 in God is blessed. 9 The deceitful heart 
cannot deceive God. 12 The salvation of God. 15 
The prophet complaineth of the mockers of his proph- 
ecy. 19 He is sent to renew the covenant in hal- 
lowing the sabbath. 


HE sin of Judah zs written with a pen 

of iron, and with the ? point of a dia- 
mond: zt zs graven upon the °table of 
their heart, and upon the horns of your 
altars ; 

2 Whilst their children remember their 
altars and their Pgroves by the green 
trees upon the high hills. 

3 O my 4mountain in the field, 'I will 
give thy substance and all thy treasures 
to the spoil, and thy high places for sin, 
throughout all thy borders. 

4 And thou, even $ thyself, shalt discon- 


tinue from thy heritage that I gave thee;. 


and I will cause thee to serve thine * ene- 
mies in the land which thou knowest not: 
for ye have kindled a fire in mine anger, 
which shall burn for ever. 

5 YJ Thus saith the Lorp; tCursed be 
the man that trusteth in man, and mak- 
eth flesh his arm, and whose heart de- 
parteth from the Lorn. 

6 For he shall be like the heath in the 
desert, and shall not see when good com- 
eth; but shall inhabit the parched places 
in the wilderness, 72 a "salt land and not 
inhabited. 





* Or, stubbornness ; chap. 13:10. a Deut. 4: 26-28; 28: 63-65. 
b chap. 23:7, 8. c¢ chap. 24:6; 30:3; 82:37. 4d Amos 4:2; 
Hab. 1:15. © chap. 32:19; Psa. 139:3. f Job34:21,22. g Isa. 
72: 1h’ Wzek.43:°7, 9.1 Psavi8:2..' j. Psa 27:6: & Isa..60:3; 
1 Isa. 44:10. m Isa. 37:19. nm chap. 33:2; Amos 5:8, 


7 Or, JEHOVAH; Psa. 83:18. $ Heb. nail. o Prov. 3:3; 2 Cor. 
3:3. p 2 Chron, 24:18; Isa, 1:24. q Lam. 5:17,18. ¥ chap, 
15:13. @ Heb. in thyself. t Psa. 146:3-5; Isa. 
30:1,2. u Judg. 9: 45. 


s Neh. 9:28. 





14. Behold, the days come; after the usual 
manner of the prophets, Jeremiah annexes to these 
terrible threatenings a glorious promise. Jt shall 
ao more be said; see note on chap. 3: 16. 

16. Many fishers—many hunters; the armies 
of their enemies. The prophet now returns to the 
denunciation of God’s vengeance upon his people. 

18. First ; that is, before I have mercy upon 
them as promised. Ver. 14, 15. 

19. The Gentiles shall come unto thee ; with 
the captivity of God’s covenant people, and their 
subsequent restoration, the prophet connects the 
conversion of the Gentiles. Compare Romans 
11: 12-15. 

21. Cause them to know; cause my people to 
know. By his judgments God will teach his peo- 
ple the folly of idolatry, and thus prepare them for 
deliverance and enlargement. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

When the Jews sinned against God, he did not 
spare them because they were outwardly his cove- 
nant people, but visited them with his desolating 
judgments. So will he deal with every branch of 
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his visible church that proves unfaithful to its high - 


calling; but in such a way that his chastisements 
shall contribute to the purification and increase of 
the true ]srael, until al] nations come to the know- 
ledge and obedience of Christ. Isa. 59: 16-21. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


1. Upon the horns of your altars ; your idol- 
atrous altars. The allusion is to the blood of their 
idol-offerings, sprinkled upon the horns of their 
altars; which was a fit symbol of their inveterate 
inward love of idolatry. 

2. Groves ; rather, “ images of Astarte,” a female 


| deity. These as well as their idolatrous altars were 


erected on high hills and under green trees. 
3. My mountain in the field; Jerusalem, 
probably so called because it stands on a moun- 


tain, with valleys on either side and a plain on the 


south-west. 

4. Even thyself ; literally, “ even in thyself ;” 
that is, through thine own fault. 

6. Shall not see when good cometh; shall 
have no share in it. 
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Trust in the Lord. 


A M 303. 7 Blessed *zs the man that trusteth 
in the Lorn, and whose hope the Lorp is. 
8 Forhe shall be as atree planted by the 
waters, and that spreadeth out her roots 
by the river, and shall not see when heat 
cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and 
shall not be careful in the year of *drought, 
neither shall cease from yielding fruit. 

9 YJ The ‘heart zs deceitful above all 
things, and desperately ‘wicked: who 
can know it? 

10 I the Lorp “search the heart, I try 
the reins, even to give every man accord- 
ing to his ways, and according to the 
fruit’ of his doings. 

11 As the partridge tsitteth on eggs, 
and haicheth them not; so&he that getteth 
riches, and not by right, shall leave them 
in the midst of his days, and at his end 
shall be a * fool. 

12 4 A glorious high ‘throne from the 
beginning zs the place of our jsanctuary. 

13 O Lorp, the hope of Israel, all that 
forsake thee shall be ashamed, and they 
that depart from me shall be * written in 
. the earth, because they have forsaken the 
Lorp, the 'fountain of living waters. 

14 Heal me, O Lorp, and I shall be 
healed; save me, and I shall be saved: 
for ™thou art my praise. . 

15 4] Behold, they say unto me," Where 
zs the word of the Lorn? let it come now. 

16 As for me, I have not hastened from 
being a pastor +to follow thee: neither 
have I desired the woful day ; thou know- 
est: that which came out of my lips was 
right before thee. 

17 Be not a terror unto me: °thou art 
my hope in the day of evil. 

18 Let them be confounded that perse- 
cute me, but let not me be confounded: 
let them be dismayed, but let not me be 
dismayed: bring upon them the day of 


JEREMIAH XVII. 


Hallowing the Sabbath. 


evil, and Sdestroy them with double de- 
struction. 

19 4] Thus said the Lorp unto me: Go 
and stand in the gate of the children of 
the people, whereby the kings of Judah 
come in, and by the which they go out, 
and in all the gates of Jerusalem ; 

20 And say unto them, Hear ye the 
word of the Lorn, ye kings of Judah, 
and all Judah, and all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, that enter in by these gates: 

21 Thus saith the Lorp; Take heed to 
yourselves, and bear no burden on the 
sabbath-day,? nor bring zt in by the gates 
of Jerusalem ; 

22 Neither carry forth a burden out of 
your houses on the sabbath-day, neither 
do ye any work, but hallow ye the sab- 
bath-day, as I commanded your fathers. 

23 But Ithey obeyed not, neither in- 
clined their car, but made their neck 
stiff, that they might not hear, nor re- 
ceive instruction. 

24 And it shall come to pass, if ye dili- 
gently hearken unto me, saith the Lorp, 
to bring in no burden through the gates 
of this city on the sabbath-day, but § hal- 
low the sabbath-day, to do no work 
therein ; 

25 Then shall there enter into the gates 
of this city kings and prinees sitting upon 
the throne of David, riding in chariots and 
on horses, they, and their princes, the men 
of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem: and this city shall remain for ever. 

26 And they shall come from the cities 
of Judah, and from the tplaces about Je- 
rusalem, and from the land of Benjamin, 
and from the "plain, and from the moun- 
tains, and from the south, bringing burnt- 
offerings, and sacrifices, and meat-offer- 
ings, and incense, and bringing * sacrifices 
of praise, unto the house of the Lorp. 





® Pasa. 2:12; 34:8; 84:12; Prov. 16:20. » Psa.l:3. * Or, 


restraint. ¢ Mat. 15:19. 4 Ecel. 9:3, © 1 Chron. 28:9; Rom. 
’ 6:27; Rev.2:23. f Gal.6:7,8. f Or, gathereth young which 
she hath not brought forth. g Hab.2:6-11, b Luke 12:20. i Psa, 
103.19. j Psa. 96:6. & Luke 10:20. I chap. 2:13; John 


m Deut. 10:21. n2Pet.3:4. ft Heb. after. o chap. 
@ Heb. break them with a double breach; chap. 14:17. 
T Prov.29.: 1... 8 Isa..68;:13; 14; 
v Pea. 10723223 116-17; “Heb. 


4:10, 14, 
16:19. 

Pp Neh. 13:19. @ chap. 7: 24, 26. 
t chap. 32:44. u Zech. 7:7. 
13:15, 





8. Shall not see when heat cometh; shall 
not feel its withering power. 

ll. Sitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them not ; 
rather, “ gathereth” eggs “ which she hath not laid:” 
thus she loses her labor; for the young birds, when 
hatched, forsake her. 

13. Written in the earth ; in the dust of the 
grave; that is, be enrolled as its inhabitants. 

14. Heal me, O Lord; here begins the proph- 
et’s prayer against his persecutors. 

astened; eagerly withdrawn myself. 
From being a pastor to follow thee ; literally, 
as the margin, “from being a pastor after thee ;” 
that is, from performing the duties of a prophet in 
obedience to thee. 

26. The plain ; the low country along the Medi- 
terranean, from Joppa to Gaza. The meaning of 
these enumerations is, that they shall come from 
all parts of the land. 
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INSTRUCTIONS. 

1, 2. So deep and indelible is the handwriting of 
sin upon the human soul, that nothing can efface it 
but the power of divine grace. : 

5, 6. The original and universal sin of the hu- 
man heart is departing from God and making flesh 
its confidence. This idolatry of earthly things is 
the source of the wickedness and misery with which 
earth is filled. Ver. 13. 

7, 8. They who put their trust in the living God, 
continually receive from him light and life and 
prosperity. The heavenly joy and peace which fill 
their souls keep them in the way of holiness, and 

revent them from turning aside after the sinful 
elights of the wicked. Ver. 14. 

9, 10. A deep and habitual distrust of ourselves, 
with earnest prayer to God to show us what is in 
our hearts, and keep us from being deluded and 
destroyed by their desperate deceitfulness and wicks 
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The type of a potter. 


27 Butif ye will not hearken unto me to 
hallow the *sabbath-day, and not to bear 
a burden, even entering in at the gates of 
Jerusalem on the sabbath-day ; then will 
] kindle a? fire in the gates thereof, and it 
shall devour the ° palaces of Jerusalem, 
and it shall not be quenched. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


Under the type of a potter is showed God’s absolute 
power in disposing of nations. 11 Judgments threat- 
ened to Judah for her strange revolt. 18 Jeremiah 
prayeth against his conspirators. 


HE word which came to Jeremiah 
from the Lorp, saying, 

2 Arise, and go down to the potter’s 
house, and there I will cause thee to 
hear my words. 

3 Then I went down to the potter’s 
house, and behold, he wrought a work 
on the *wheels. 

4 And the vessel that he made f of clay 
was marred in the hand of the potter: 
so he +made it again another vessel, as 
seemed good to the potter to make zt. 

5 Then the word'of the Lorp came 
to me, saying, 

6 O house of Israel, ‘cannot I do with 
you as this potter? saith the Lorn. Be- 
hold, °as the clay zs in the potter’s hand, 
so are ye in my hand, O house of Israel. 

7 At what instant I shall speak concern- 
ing a nation, and concerning a kingdom, 
to pluck up, and to pull down, and to 
destroy it ; 

8 If that fnation, against whom I have 
pronounced, turn from their evil, I will 
repent® of the evil that I thought to do 
unto them. 

9 And at what instant I shall speak 
concerning a nation, and concerning a 
kingdom, to build and to plant zt ; 

10 If it do evilin my sight, that it obey 
not my voice, then I willrepent ofthe good, 
wherewith I said I would benefit them. 


— 


JEREMIAH XVIII. 


Judah is threatened. 


11 | Now therefore go to, speak 4,%. 2%. 
to the men of Judah, and to the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the 
Lorp; Behold, I frame evil against you, 
and devise a device against you: "return 
ye now every one from his evil way, and 
make your ways and your doings good. 

12 And they said, ‘There is no hope: 
but we will walk after our own devices, 
and we will every one do the imagina- 
tion of his evil heart. 

13 Therefore thus saith the Lorn; / Ask 
ye now among the heathen, who hath 
heard such things: the virgin of Israel 
hath done a very ‘horrible thing. 

14 Will'a man leave $the snow of Leb- 
anon which cometh from the rock of the 
field? or shall the cold flowing waters 
that come from another place be forsaken? 

15 Because my people hath forgotten 
me," they have burned incense to "van- 
ity, and they have caused them to stum- 
ble in their ways from the ° ancient paths, 
to walk in paths, in a way not cast up; 

16 ToP make their land desolate, and a 
perpetual 9hissing; every one that pass- 
eth thereby shall be ‘astonished, and wag 
his head. 

17 I will scatter them as with an ‘east 
wind before the enemy; I will show 
them the tback, and not the face, in the 
day of "their calamity. 

18 4 Then said they, Come, and let us 
devise’ devices against Jeremiah; for 
the law shall not perish from the priest, 
nor counsel from the wise, nor the word 
from the prophet. Come, and let us smite 
him || with the tongue, and let us not give 
heed to any of his words. 

19 Give*heedto me,O Lorp, and hearken 
to the voice of them that contend with me. 

20 Shall* evil be recompensed for good ? 
for they have ¥ digged a pit for my soul. 
Remember thatI stood before thee to speak 





a Ezek. 22:8. b Lam. 4:11; Amos 2:4,5. ¢ 2 Kings, 25:9. 
* Heb. frames, or seats. 4 Or, was marred,as clay. + Heb. re- 
turned and made. 4 Isa. 45:9; Rom. 9:20,21. e Isa. 64:8. 
f Ezek. 18:21; 33:11,13. g chap. 26:3; Jonah 3:10. 6 chap. 
7:33 25:6; 26:13; 35:15; 2Kings, 17:13. ichap. 2:25. j chap. 


2:10; 1 Cor. 5:1. k chap. 5:30. 1 John6:68. @ Or, my fields 


Sora rock, or for the snow of Lebanon? shall the running waters 
be forsaken for the strange cold waters? m chap. 2:32. n Isa. 
41:29. ochap.6:16. p Micah6:16. q1Kings,9:8; Lam. 2; 15. 
r NDeut.28:59 8 Psa, 48:7. t chap.2:27. wu Prov. 1.25, 26. 
v chap. 11:19. || Or, for. Ww Psa. 64:1-4. x Psa. 109: 4, etc.; 
Proy:.17 > 135 49. Psa: 35 <7. 





edness—this is the beginning of all true wisdom 
and safety. 

11. Unjust gain does not profit its owner: he 
must soon part with it, and go to receive the reward 
of his folly and wickedness. 

18. God will consider the persecution which his 
faithful servants receive for the truth’s sake as an 
injury done to himself; and if it be not repented 
of, will punish it accordingly. 

19. The Sabbath is an indispensable bulwark of 
religion and good morals. Every nation that habit- 
ually profanes it must speedily sink into corruption, 
and become a vessel of wrath fitted for destruction. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


12. There is no hope; an expression of despe- 
rate determination to persevere in sin. 
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14. The snow of Lebanon ; that is, the cool 
refreshing waters which come from its melting. 
From the rock of the field; from the rocky 
heights that overhang the adjacent fields. That 
come from another place ; literally, “ foreign” 
water; water that has its origin on the remote 
heights of Lebanon. Many render this difficult 
verse thus: “Shall the snow of Lebanon fail from 
the rock of the field? Shall the cold flowing wa- 
ters that come from afar be dried up?” 

17. Will show them the back, and not the 
face ; will turn my back upon their prayers; that 
is, refuse to hear them. 

18. The law,shall not perish—the word from 
the prophet ; relying upon their own corrupt priests, 
counsellors, and prophets. they despise God’s threat- 
enings by the mouth of Jeremiah. 

t 























_ ancients of the priests ; 


Desolation of the JEREMI 
A. M. 3399. 


A. M229 oood for them, and to turn away 
thy wrath from them. 

21 Therefore deliver up their children 
to the famine, and pour *out their blood 
by the force of the sword; and let their 
wives be bereaved of their children, and 
be widows ; and let their men be put to 
death ; let their young men be slain by 
the sword in battle. 

22 Leta cry be heard from their houses, 
when thou shalt bring a troop suddenly 
upon them: for they have digged a pit 
to take me, and hid snares for my feet. 

23 Yet, Lorp, thou knowest all their 
counsel against me tto*slay me: forgive 
not their iniquity, neither blot out their 
sin from thy sight, but let them be over- 
thrown before thee; deal thus with them 
in the time of thine anger. 


CHAPTER XIX. 


Under the type of breaking a potter’s vessel is foreshow- 
ed the desolation of the Jews for their sins. 


HUS saith the Lorn, Go and get a 
potter’s earthen bottle, and take of 


AH XIX. 


have estranged this place, and have burn- 
ed incense init unto other gods, whomnei- 
ther ‘they nor their fathers have known, 
nor the kings of Judah, and have filled 
this place with the &blood of innocents ; 

5 They have built also the high places 
of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for 
burnt-offerings unto Baal, which I com- 
manded "not, nor spake z¢, neither came 
vt into my mind: 

6 Therefore, behold, the days come, 
saith the Lorp, that this place shall no 
more be called Tophet, nor The valley of 
the son of Hinnom, but The valley of 
slaughter. 

7 And I will make void the counsel of 
Judah and Jerusalem in this place; and 
I will cause them to fall by the ‘sword 
before their enemies, and by the hands 
of them that seek their lives: and their 
carcasses! will I give to be meat for the 
fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts 
of the earth. 

8 And I * will make this city desolate, 
and a hissing; every one that passeth 


Jews foreshown. 





the ancients of the people, and of the 


2 And go forth unto the > valley of the 
son of Hinnom, which zs by the entry of 


the teast gate, and proclaim there the 


words that I shall tell thee: 

3 And say, ‘Hear ye the word of the 
Lorp, O kings of Judah, and inhabitants 
of Jerusalem; Thus saith the Lorp of 
hosts, the God of Israel; 4 Behold, I will 
bring evil upon this place, the which 
whosoever heareth, his ears shall tingle. 

4 Because *they have forsaken me, and 





* Heb. them out. + Heb. for death. a Psa. 37:32,33. b chap. 


7:31; Josh, 15:8. $ Heb. sungate. ¢ chap.17:20, d2Kings, 
21:12 e chap. 2:13, 32; Deut. 28:20; Isa. 65:11. f Deut. 
32:17. g 2Kings, 21:16; 24:4. b Lev. 18:21. i Lev. 26:17; 


thereby shall be astonished and 'hiss, 
because of all the plagues thereof. 
9 And I will cause them to ™eat the flesh 
of their sons and the flesh of their daugh- 
ters, and they shall eat every one the flesh 
of his friend in the siege and straitness, 
wherewith their enemies, and they that 
seek their lives, shall straiten them. 

10 Then "shalt thou break the bottle in 
the sight of the men that go with thee, 

11 And shalt say unto them, Thus saith 
the Lorp of hosts; Even °so will I break 
this people and this city, as one breaketh 
Deut. 28:25, j Psa. 79:2, k chap. 18: 16. 11 Kings, 9:8. m Ley. 


26:29; Deut. 28:53; Isa.9:20; Lam. 4:10. m chap. 51 : 60-64. 
o Psa. 2:9; Isa. 30:14; Lam. 4;2. 











21-23. Deliver up their children—deal thus 
with them ; this is a prophetic imprecation, to be 
explained like those which occur in the book of 
Psalms. See notes on Psa. 35: 4, and introductory 
note to Psa. 109. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

6. The mightiest nations, not less than the weak- 
est individuals, are at God’s disposal, and he can 
prosper them or overthrow them. 

' 7-10. Thesins of the fathers will not be reckoned to 
the nation that forsakes them, and turns to God with 
true obedience; and the virtues of the fathers will not 
a Sema children who refuse to imitate them. 

12. When men have gone so far in sin that the 
obstinately refuse all invitations to repentance, their 
measure of wa gv is full, and their destruction is 
at hand. Prov. 29:1. 

13-17. No folly is comparable to that of for- 
saking the living God who is able and willing to 
bestow upon us all needful good, for earthly vani- 
ties, that cannot help us, and that flatter only to 
deceive and ruin us. 

18. Wicked men love those who flatter them 
with false promises, and hate those who faithfully 
labor to show them their guilt and danger. 

20. None deserve so well of their fellow-men as, 


faithful reprovers, and none are more liable to be 
rewarded with hatred and persecution. 

21-23. They who persecute God’s faithful ser- 
vants for the truth’s sake, array themselves against 
(od himself, and expose themselves to his severest 
judgments. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

1. Ancients; elders. 

2. Valley of the son of Hinnom ; which bor- 
ders Jerusalem on the south-west and south. The 
east gate; or, “the pottery gate.” 

6. Tophet ; this seems to have been the name 
of that part of the valley where human sacrifices 
were offered: 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-4. No image is too strong to set forth God's 
absolute power over wicked nations, and the irre- 
mediable ruin which he will bring upon them, if 
they persist in provoking him to anger by their ini- 
quities. Ver. 10, 11. 

5, 12. The gods of the heathen are demons, cruel 
and licentious, and the services which they demand 
of their worshippers extinguish alike all purity and 
all natural affection. The services which God re- 

aires never violate, but always purify and ennoble 
the natural affections. 
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Persecution and complaint 


a potter’s vessel, that cannot be *made 
whole again: and they shall bury them in 
Tophet, *till there be no place to bury. 

12 Thus will I do unto this place, saith 
the Lorp, and to the inhabitants thereof, 
and even make this city as Tophet. 

13 And the houses of Jerusalem, and 
the houses of the kings of Judah, shall 
be defiled as the place of Tophet, because 
of all the houses upon whose ‘roofs they 
have burned incense unto all the host 
of heaven, and have poured out ¢drink- 
offerings unto other gods. 

14 Then came Jeremiah from Tophet, 
whither the Lorp had sent him to proph- 
esy; and he stood in the court of the 
Lorn’s house; and said to all the people, 

15 Thus saith the Lorn of hosts, the 
God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon 
this city and upon all her towns all the 
evil that I have pronounced against it, 
because‘ they have hardened their necks, 
that they might not hear my words. 


CHAPTER XxX. 


1 Pashur, smiting Jeremiah, receiveth a new name 
and afearfuldoom. 7 Jeremiah complaineth of con- 
tempt, 10 of treachery, 14 and of his birth. 


OW Pashur the son of >Immer the 

priest, who was also chief governor 
in the house of the Lorp, heard that Jer- 
emiah prophesied these things. 

2 Then Pashur smote Jeremiah the 
prophet, and put him in the stocks that 
were in the high gate of Benjamin, which 
was by the house of the Lorp. 

3 And it came to pass on the morrow, 
that Pashur brought forth Jeremiah out 
of the stocks. Then said Jeremiah unto 
him, The Lorp hath not called thy name 
Pashur, but t Magor-missabib. 

4 For thus saith the Lorn, Behold, I will 
make thee a terror to thyself, and to all 
thy friends: and they shall fall by the 
sword of their enemies, and thine eyes 
shall behold zt: and I will give all Judah 
into the hand of the king of Babylon, and 
he shall carry them captive into Baby- 
lon, and shall slay them with the sword. 





* Heb. healed. a chap.7;32. b 2 Kings, 23:10,12. ¢ chap. 
82:29; Zeph.1:5. d chap. 7:18. e 2 Chron. 20:5. f chap. 17 : 23. 
g Psa. 58:2-5. bh 1 Chron. 24:14. + Thatis, fear round about ; 
ver. 10; chap. 6:25; 46:5; Psa. 31:13. i 2 Kings, 20; 17; 
24;12-16; 25;13, etc. ) chap, 14: 13-15; 29:21. $f Or, enticed, 
k Lam. 3;14. I chap.5:1; 6:7; 7:29. m Job 32; 18,19; 1 Cor. 


JEREMIAH XxX. 


of the prophet. 


5 Moreover ‘I will deliver all 4%; %%- 
the strength of this city, and all the labors 
thereof, and all the precious things there- 
of, and all the treasures of the’ kings of 
Judah will I give into the hand of their 
enemies, which shall spoil them, and take 
them, and carry them to Babylon. 


6 And thou, Pashur, and all that dwell | 


in thy house, shall go into captivity: 
and thou shalt come to Babylon, and 
there thou shalt die, and shalt be buried 
there, thou, and all thy friends, to whom 
thou hast! prophesied lies. 

7 4 O Lorn, thou hast deceived me, 
and I was #deceived: thou art stronger 
than I, and hast prevailed: I am in * de- 
rision daily, every one mocketh me. 

8 For since I spake, I cried out, I cried 
violence! and spoil; because the word 
of the Lorp was made a reproach unto 
me, and a derision, daily. 

9 Then I said, I will not make mention 
of him, nor speak any more in his name. 
But ™his word was in my heart as a burn- 
ing fire shut up in my bones, and I was 
weary with forbearing, and "I could not 
stay. 

10 Y For °I heard the defaming of 
many, fear on every side. Report, say 
they, and we Pwill report it. SAll my 
familiars? watched for my halting, say- 
ing, Peradventure he will be enticed, 
and we shall prevail against him, and 
we shall take our revenge on him. 

11 But* the Lorp7zs with meas a mighty 
terrible one: therefore my persecutors 
shall *stumble, and they shall not tpre- 
vail: they shall be greatly ashamed; for 
they shall not prosper: their everlasting 
confusion shall "never be forgotten. 

12 But, O Lorn of hosts, that ‘triest 
the righteous, and seest the reins and the 
heart, “let me see thy vengeance on them: 
for* unto thee have I opened my cause. 

13 Sing unto the Lorp, praise ye the 
Lorp: ¥ for he hath delivered the soul of 
the poor from the hand of evil-doers. 

14 4] Cursed *be the day wherein I was 





9:16,17. m Acts 4:20; 18:5. © Psa.31:13. p Prov. 10:18 
@ Heb. Every man of my peace. 4 Job 19:19; Psa. 41:9; 55; 13, 
14; Luke 11:53, r chap. 1:8, 19. s Deut. 32:35, 36. t chap. 
15:20, uchap.23:40. vchap.17:10. w Psa. 59:10, x Isa. 
38:14; 1 Pet. 2:23; 4:19. y Psa. 34:6; 35:9,10; 109:30, 31. 
z chap. 15:10; Job 3:1, etc. 





CHAPTER XxX. 


2. The stocks; a wooden frame in which the 
hands, feet, and neck were confined, and thus the 
body kept in a bent and painful position. High 
gate; upper gate. 

7. Deceived me; persuaded me to undertake 
the prophetical office, and thus brought ee me 
such contempt and suffering as I did not foresee. 
These words are inconsiderate and impatient: God 
had fully forewarned him at the beginning of his 
ministry of the persecution which he should en- 
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counter. Stronger than I, and hast prevailed ; 
how, is explained, verse 9. ' 


10. Report; inform against him to the rulers. . 


Compare chap. 36: 11-26. Eticed ; led to take 
some false step. 

14-18. Cursed be the day—consumed with 
shame ; avery remarkable transition from faith 
and thanksgiving to unbelief and irrational passion, 
such as is not uncommon in the experience of even 
eminent believers, and which they only can fully 
understand who have been tried as was the prophet, 
for the truth’s sake. 
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Siege and captivity 


A: M. = born: let not the day wherein my 
mother bare me be blessed. 

15 Cursed be the man who brought tid- 
ings to my father, saying, A man-child 
is born unto thee; making him very glad. 

16 And let that man be as the cities 
which the Lorp *overthrew, and repent- 
ed not: and let him hear the ery in the 
morning, and the shouting at noontide; 

17 Because "he slew me not from the 
womb; or that my mother might have 
been my grave, and her womb fo be al- 
ways great with me. 

18 Wherefore came I forth out of the 
womb to “see labor and ‘sorrow, that my 
days should be consumed with shame ? 


CHAPTER XXI. 


1 Zedekiah sendeth to Jeremiah to inquire the event of 
Nebuchadrezzar’s war. 3 Jeremiah foretelleth a 
hard siege and miserable captivity. 8 He counsel- 
leth the people to fall to the Chaldeans, 11 and up- 
braideth the king’s house. 


HE word which came unto Jeremiah 
from the Lorn, when king Zedekiah 
sent unto him ®Pashur the son of Mel- 
chiah, and ‘Zephaniah the son of Maa- 
seiah the priest, saying, 
2 Inquire, §I pray thee, of the Lorn for 


JEREMIAH XXI. 


of Jerusalem foretold. 


5 And ‘I myself will fight against you 
with an ioutstretched hand and with a 
strong arm, even in anger, and in fury, 
and in great wrath. 

6 And I will smite the inhabitants of 
this city, both man and beast: they shall 
die of a great pestilence. 

7 And afterward, saith the Lorp, I will 
deliver* Zedekiah king of Judah, and his 
servants, and the people, and such as are 
left in this city from the pestilence, from 
the sword, and from the famine, into the 
hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Baby- 
lon, and into the hand of their enemies, 
and into the hand of those that seek their 
life: andthe shall smite them with the 
edge of the sword; he shall not spare 
them, neither have pity, nor have mercy. 

8 4| And unto this people thou shalt say, 
Thus saith the Lorn; Behold, I set before 
you the way of life, and the way of death. 

9 He™ that abideth in this city shall 
die by the sword, and by the famine, 
and by the pestilence: but he that goeth 
out, and falleth to the Chaldeans that 
besiege you, he shall live, and his life 
shall be unto him for a "prey. 

10 For I have °set my face against this 





us ; for Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
maketh war against us; if so be that the 
Lorp will deal with us according to all 
his wondrous works, that he may go up 
from us. 

3 9 Then said Jeremiah unto them, 
Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah: 

4 Thus saith the Lorp God of Israel; 
Behold, I will turn * back the weapons of 
war that are in your hands, wherewith 
ye fight against the king of Babylon, and 
against the Chaldeans, which besiege 
you without the walls, and I will assem- 
ble them into the midst of this city. 





a Gen. 19: 25. d Psa, 90: 10, 
e chap. 38:1. f chap. 29:25; 2 Kings, 25:18. g chap. 37:3, 7; 
Ezek. 14: 4,5. b chap. 52:7,28. i Isa, 13:4; Lam.2:5. 3 Ex. 
6:6. k chap. 37:17; 39:5, etc, ; 52:9, etc.; 2 Kings, 25: 5, etc 


b Eccl. 6:3. c Lam. 3:1. 


| city for evil, and not for good, saith the 
| Lorn: it shall be given into the hand of 
the king of Babylon, and he shall P burn 
‘it with fire. 

11 {| And touching the house of the 
king of Judah, say, Hear ye the word 
of the Lorn; 

12 O house of David, thus saith the 
Lorn; * Execute 14judgment in the 'morn- 
ing, and deliver him that is spoiled out 
of the hand of the oppressor, lest my 
fury go out like fire, and burn that none 
can quench zt, because of the evil of 
your doings. 





1 Deut, 28:50; 2 Chron. 36:17. m chap. 38:2, 17. 
39;4,18. 0 chap, 44:11; Amos 9:4. p chap. 62:13, 
Judge. 4 Zech. 7:9, 10. ¥ Zeph. 3:5. 


n chap. 
* Heb. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. It is very common with wicked men to show 
their enmity to God’s messages by persecuting those 
who deliver them. 

4,5. God’s threatened wrath upon sinners can 
be averted only by repentance and amendment. 
To hate and maltreat his servants, who forewarn 
them of coming judgments, will only involve them 
in pape guilt and ruin. 

6. The malignant persecutors of God’s people gen- 
erally come to an ignominious and miserable end. 

7, 8. To endure derision and abuse for the truth’s 
sake, with few or none to countenance and encourage 
us, isa sore trial. Under its pressure the best of men 
are liable to lose their patience, and indulge in un- 

ming complaints concerning God’s providence. 

9. To withhold any part of (+od’s counsel through 
fear of man causes a servant of God deep distress, 
and he cannot rest till he has faithfully declared it 
all, whether men will hear or whether they will 
forbear. 


10. A common artifice of persecutors is, to en- 
tice the righteous from the path of duty, that they 
may thus prevail against them. 

11-13. In the deepest distress God’s faithful 
servants have an almighty Helper ever at hand, 
who will not fail in due time to deliver them and 
overthrow their adversaries. 

14-18. To curse the day of our birth on account 
of any outward trials, is the extreme of rashness 
and folly. Yet it is a sin from which nothing but 
abundant supplies of divine grace can preserve 
even good men, in the hour of strong temptation. 


Job ool: 
CHAPTER XXI. 


1. Zedekiah; the last king of Judah. This was 
during the final siege of the city by Nebuchadnez- 
zar, near the close of his reign. 3 

12. In the morning ; every morning; that is, 
promptly and habitually. The morning was the 





regular time for the administration of justice. 
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The king’s household 


13 Behold, I am against thee, O *inhab- 
itant of the valley, and rock of the plain, 
saith the Lorp; which say, * Who shall 
come down against us? or who shall 
enter into our habitations ? 

14 But I will tpunish you according 
to the >fruit of your doings, saith the 
Lorp: and I will kindle a fire in the 
forest thereof, and it ‘shall devour all 
things round about it. 


CHAPTER XXII. 


1 He exhorteth to repentance, with promises and threats. 
10 The judgment of Shallum, 13 of Jehoiakim, 20 
and of Coniah. 


HUS saith the Lorn; Go down to the 
house of the king of Judah, and speak 
there this word, 

2 And say,4Hear the word of the Lorp, 
O king of Judah, that sittest upon the 
throne of David, thou, and thy servants, 
and thy people that enter in by these 
gates : 

3 Thus saith the Lorp; °Execute ye 
judgment and righteousness, and deliver 
the spoiled out of the hand of the op- 
pressor: and do no wrong, do no vio- 
lence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor 
the widow, neither shed innocent blood 
in this place. 

4 For if ye do this thing indeed, then 
shall there enter in by the gates of this 
house kings sitting #upon the throne of 
David, riding in chariots and on horses, 
he, and his servants, and his people. 





* Heb. inhabitress, a chap. 49:4,5. + Heb. visit upon. 
beProyv. 1.2315 Isa.3 310.1). ¢.2:0hron. 36319, .d chap, 17:20, 
ete, e chap. 21:12. $ Heb. for David upon his throne. f2 Chron. 
7:19,22,. g Heb. 13:17. hb Isa. 37:24. i chap.21:14. j Deut. 


13. Oinhabitant of the valley—rock of the 
plain ; the same as “my mountain in the field,” 
chap.17:3. Shall come down , from the higher 
hills in the vicinity, where the armies of the enemy 
were encamped. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. God’s wondrous works in days past afford no 
ground of encouragement to wicked and corrupt 
rulers in his visible church, since the effect of his 
interposition in her behalf must be not their salva- 
tion, but their destruction. 

3. God’s servants must return to those who con- 
sult them, of whatever rank or station, not such 
answers as will be pleasing to them, but such as 
are in accordance with truth. To those who per- 
ae in sin there can be no message of peace. 2Chron. 
1837, 

8-10. The only path of safety, for nations or 
individuals, lies in submission to God’s declared 
will, however humbling it may be to their pride. 

12. For rulers and people there is but one law— 
righteousness and prosperity, or wickedness and 


ruin. 
CHAPTER XXII. 

According to some, the prophet addressed the 
words of this chapter to Zedekiah, and embodied 
in them his former predictions concerning Shallum, 
Jehoiakim, and Coniah. Thus the denunciation in 
the last verse would refer to Zedekiah. But we 
may , refer the prophecy, at least as far as 

40 
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exhorted to repent. 


5 But if fye will not hear these 4%: 
words, [swear by® myself,saith the Lorp, 
that this house shall become a desolation. 

6 For thus saith the Lorp unto the 
king’s house of Judah; Thou art Gilead 
unto me, and the head of Lebanon: yet 
surely I will make thee a‘ wilderness, 
and cities which are not inhabited. 

7 And I will prepare destroyers against 
thee, every one with his weapons: and 
they® shall cut down thy choice cedars, 
and ‘cast them into the fire. | 

8 And many nations shall pass by this 
city, and they shall say every man to 
his neighbor, / Wherefore hath the Lorp 
done thus unto this great city ? 

9 Then they shall answer, Because 
they* have forsaken the covenant of the 
Lorp their God, and worshipped other 
gods, and served them. 


10 4] Weep ye not for the ! dead, nei- - 


ther bemoan him; but weep sore for him 
that goeth away: for he shall return no 
more, nor see his native country. 

11 For thus saith the Lorp touching 
Shallum™ the son of Josiah king of Ju- 
dah, which reigned instead of Josiah his 
father, which went forth out of this 
place; He shall not return thither any 
more: 

12 But"he shall die in the place whith- 
er they have led him captive, and shall 
see this land no more. 

13 §] Woe °unto him that buildeth his 
house by unrighteousness, and his cham- 
29:24, 25; 1 Kings, 9: 8, 9. 





k 2 Kings, 22:17; 2 Chron, 34:25. 
| Eccl. 4:2; Isa. 57:1. m 2 Kings, 23: 30; 1 Chron. 3:15. 0 ver. 


18; 2 Kings, 23:34. © Micah 3:10; Hab. 2:9. 





verse 19, to the reign of Jehoiakim; what follows 
concerning Coniah being either spoken in anticipa- 
tion of his disastrous reign, or written during it at 
a later date. 

6. Gilead—the head of Lebanon ; Gilead was 
the mountainous region on the east of Jordan, south 
of the river Jabbok. Like Lebanon it was cele- 
brated for its majesty and beauty. The meaning 
is, that however precious to God is the royal house 
of David, with the kingdom intrusted to it, God 
will make both utterly desolate for their sins. 

10. For the dead; the reference seems to be to 
Josiah. Him that goeth away; that is, Shal- 
lum. Ver. 11. 

11. Shallum ; generally supposed to have been 
the same as Jehoahaz, whom Pharaoh-Necho car- 
ried captive into Egypt, after a reign of three 
months. 2 Kings, 23: 31-34; 2 Chron. 36: 1-4. 
He was a younger brother, but “ the people of the 
land” preferred him before Jehoiakim. His name 
was probably changed upon his accession to the 
throne, as was that of Jehoiakim, 2 Chron. 36:4; 
and Zedekiah, 2 Kings, 24:17. 

13. That buildeth his house by unrighteous- 


| 2ess ; the reference is to Jehoiakim, the son of 


Josiah and successor of Jehoahaz. That the reign- 
ing monarch is addressed is plain, from verse 15. 
He was an avaricious, luxurious, and unrighteous 
king, who oppressed and plundered the people for 
his own aggrandizement. 








an ee eee ye 
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Judgment of Shallum. 
A. M. 3395 


4 M335 bers by wrong; that *useth his 
neighbor’s service without wages, and 
giveth him not for his work; 

14 That saith, I will build me a wide 
house and *large chambers, and cutteth 
him out t windows ; and it is ceiled with 
cedar, and painted with vermilion. 

15 Shalt thou reign, because thou clos- 
est thyself in cedar? did not thy ° father 
eat and drink, and do judgment and jus- 
tice, and then it was well with him 2 

16 He judged the cause of the poor and 
needy ; then it was ° well with him: was 
not this to know me? saith the Lorp. 

17 But thine eyes and thy heart are not 
but for thy covetousness, and for to shed 
innocent blood, and for oppression, and 
for ¢ violence, ‘to do 7zt. 

18 Therefore thus saith the Lorn con- 
cerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king 
of Judah; ‘They shall not lament for 
him, saying, Ah, my ‘brother! or, Ah, 
sister! they shall not lament for him, 
saying, Ah, lord! or, Ah, his glory ! 

19 He £shall be buried with the burial 
of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond 
the gates of Jerusalem. 

20 §] Go up to Lebanon, and ery; and 
lift up thy voice in Bashan, and ery from 
the passages: for all thy "lovers are de- 
stroyed. 

21 [spake unto thee inthy$ prosperity ; 
but thou saidst, I will not hear. 
hath been thy manner from ‘thy youth, 
that thou obeyedst not my voice. 

22 The wind shall eat up all /thy pas- 
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This | 


Jehoiakim and Coniah. 


tors, and thy lovers shall go into captiv- 
ity: surely then shalt thou be ashamed 
and confounded for all thy wickedness. 

23 O llinhabitant of Lebanon, that mak- 
est thy nest in the cedars, how gracious 
shalt thou be when pangs come upon 
thee, the pain as of a woman in travail ! 

24 As I live, saith the Lorp, though 
Coniah* the son of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah were the 'signet upon my right 
hand, yet would I pluck thee thence ; 

25 And ™I will give thee into the hand 
of them that seek thy life, and into the 
hand of them whose face thou fearest, 
even into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon, and into the hand of 
the Chaldeans. 

26 And" I will cast thee out, and thy 
mother that bare thee, into another coun- 
try, Where ye were not born; and there 
shall ye die. 

27 But to the land whereunto they *de- 
sire to return, thither shall they not re- 
turn. 

28 Is this man Coniah a despised bro- 
ken idol? zs he a- vessel °wherein is no 
pleasure? wherefore are they cast out, 


he and his seed, and are cast into a land 


which they know not 2 

29 OPearth, earth, earth, hear the word 
of the Lorn. 

30 Thus saith the Lorn, Write ye this 
man ‘childless, a man that shall not 
prosper in his days: for no man of his 
seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne 
of David, and ruling any more in Judah. 





a Lev. 19:13; Deut. 24:14,15; James5.4. * Heb. through- 
ired. ¢ Or, my windows. b 2 Kings, 23:25. ¢Isa.3:10. $ Or, 
incursion. 4 Ezek. 19:6. e chap. 16:4,6. f 1 Kings, 13: 30, 
€ chap. 36:30. Fulfilled 599. b chap. 30:14. Q Heb. prosperi. 
tes. i chap. 3:25; 7:23, etc. j chap. 232 l,etc. || Heb. inhuh 


ttress; chap. 21:13. k chap.37:1; 2 Kings, 24:6-8; 1 Chron, 
3:16. tCant.8:6; Hag. 2:23. m chap. 34:20. mn 2 Kings, 
24:15. * Heb. lift up their mind; chap. 44:14. © Hosea 8:8. 
p Isa.1:2. q chap. 36:30; Mat. 1:11, 12. 





18. For him; that is, for him and the members 
of his family, as the words, “ Ah, sister,” show. 
Ah, sister ; this probably refers to his queen, who 
was afterwards carried captive to Babylon with 
Jehoiachin her son. 2 Kings, 24: 12. 

19. Buried with the burial of an ass; that 
is, shall be left unburied. Chap. 36:30. Drawn 
and cast forth ; these words seem to refer to the 
body of the ass, for Jehoiakim probably died in Bab- 
ylon. 2Chron. 36:6. 

20. Go up to Lebanon—in Bashan ; the ad- 
dress is to “the daughter of Zion.” Let her cry 
from the mountain tops, that all may hear her 
wailings. From the passages ; either, from the 
ora that lead out of the land to Babylon; or 

tr, “from Abarim,” a mountainous ridge east 
of the lower Jordan and the Dead sea. Num. 
27:12; Deut. 32:49. Thy lovers; the foreign 
nations to whom thou trustedst for help. 

23. Inhabitant of Lebanon —makest thy 
nest in the cedars; a double reference to the 
beauty of mount Zion, which rivalled that of Leba- 
non ; and to the palaces built with cedar-wood from 

n, that adorned its heights. How gracious ; 
ie er, “ how much to be commiserated.” 
«24. Coniah; elsewhere called Jeconiah, 1 Chron. 
oO eee Jehoiachin, 2 Kings, 24:8; 2 Chron. 





28. Idol; rather, “ earthen vessel.” The ques- 
tion of the prophet expresses astonishment at his 
fate. Wherefore are they cast out ; the prophet 
leaves the people to infer the answer. 

29. O earth, earth, earth; he solemnly calls 
upon the earth to witness his prediction. Compare 
Beats det 1 -lsa. 14.2; 

30. This man; Coniah. See note introductory 
to this chapter. Childless ; not in the absolute 
sense, for he had children, 1 Chron. 3:17, 18, one 
of whom is named in our Lord’s genealogy, Mat. 
1:12, and this is implied in the words following : 
“no man of his seed shall prosper.” But he was 
childless in the sense immediately explained, that 
none of his seed should occupy the throne of David 
in Jerusalem. Zedekiah, who reigned after him, 
was his brother. The prophet here refers to the 
earthly throne of David. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

6. Nooutward nearness or sacredness of relation to 
God will screen men from his wrath when they per- 
sist in trampling under foot his laws. Rom. 2: 1-11. 

8, 9. As God has distinguished his covenant 

ople above all nations of the earth by his won- 

erful interpositions in their behalf, so will he make 

their punishment in like manner conspicuous when 

they sin against him, that the inhabitants of the 
world may see it and fear before him: 
941 


Christ is promised. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 


1 He prophesieth a restoration of the scattered flock. 
5 Christ shall rule and save them. 9 Against false 
prophets, 33 and mockers of the true prophets. - 

OE *be unto the pastors that destroy 
and scatter the sheep of my pasture! 
saith the Lorp. 

2 Therefore thus saith the Lorp God 
of Israel against the pastors that feed my 
people ; »Ye have scattered my flock, and 
driven them away, and have not visited 
them: behold, I will visit upon you the 
evil of your doings, saith the Lorp. 

3 And ©I will gather the remnant of 
my flock out of all countries whither I 
have driven them, and will bring them 
again to their folds; and they shall be 
fruitful and increase. 

4 And‘I willsetup shepherds over them 
which shall feed them: and they shall 
fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither 
shall they be lacking, saith the Lorn. 

5 Y Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lorp, that I will raise unto David a 
rightequs® Branch, and a King shall 
reign’ and prosper, and &shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth. 

6 In his days Judah shall be saved, and 
Israel shall dwell "safely: and this zs 
his name whereby he shall be ealled, 
THE* LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

7 Therefore, ‘behold, the days come, 
saith the Lorn, that they shall no more 
say, The Lorp liveth, which brought up 
the children of Israel out of the land of 
Egypt; a 

8 But, The Lorn) liveth, which brought 
up and which led the seed of the house of 
Israel outof the north country, and from 
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Guilt of false prophets. 


all* countries whither I had driv- *,';%9 
en them; and 'they shall dwell in their 
own land. 

9 4 My heart within me is broken be- 
cause of the prophets; ™all my bones 
shake: I am like a drunken man, and 
like a man whom wine hath overcome, 
because of the ® Lorp, and because of 
the ° words of his holiness. 

10 For the land is full of Padulterers ; 
for because of swearing %the land mourn- 
eth; the pleasant places of the wilder- 
ness are dried up, and their #course is 
evil, and their force zs not right. 

11 For' both prophet and priest are pro- 
fane; yea, in my Shouse have I found 
their wickedness, saith the Lorp. 

12 Wherefore their tways shall be unto 
them as slippery ways in the darkness: 
they shall be driven on, and fall therein: 
for [will bring evil upon them, even the 
year of their "visitation, saith the Lorp. 

13 And [have seen $ folly in the proph- 
ets of Samaria; they prophesied in ’ Baal, 
and caused my people Israel to err. 

14 I have seen also in the prophets of 
Jerusalem !a horrible thing: they com- 
mit adultery, and walk in lies: ¥they 
strengthen* also the hands of evil-doers, 
that none doth return from his wicked- 
ness: they are all of them unto me as 
Sodom,’ and the inhabitants thereof as 
Gomorrah. 

15 Therefore thus saith the Lorp of 
hosts concerning the prophets; Behold, 
I will feed them with 7 wormwood, and 
make them drink the water of gall: for 
from the prophets of Jerusalem is *pro- 
faneness gone forth into all the land. 





a chap. 10:21; Ezek. 34:2, b Acts 20:29. ¢ chap. 32:37; 
Deut. 30: 1-6; Ezek. 34:13, ete. d chap.3:15. e chap. 33: 14-16; 
Tea. 472° llzi-6+ 40:9-l); Zech. 3:8; 6:12; - Jolin 2:45. 
f Dan. 9:24. g Psa.72:2. h Deut. 33:21, 28; Zech. 14:9, Il. 
* Heb. Jehovah tsidkenu ; 1 Cor, 1:30. i chap. 16: 14, 15. 
j Zeph. 3:20. & Isa. 43:5,6. 1 Amos 9:14,15. © m Hab, 





10. The dead are beyond the reach of our pray- 
ers and sympathies, and immoderate grief for them 
is forbidden by the spirit of true religion: the liv- 
ing who are in distress, may rather claim our tears 
and supplications in their behalf. 

11. God will not spare wicked children for the 
piety of their fathers. Ezek. 18: 10-13. 

13-19. Rulers who rob and oppress the people 
for their own aggrandizement, are alike odious to 
God and man, and they generally come to an igno- 
minious end, with none to mourn for them or honor 
them in death. 

22. The alliances of God’s ancient people with 
their heathen neighbors ended in disappointment 
and ruin; so will it ever be with those wno forsake 
the living God for earthly confidences. 

30. The earthly kingdom of David began with 
righteous rulers, and gained strength and glory by 
obedience to God’s laws; it was destroyed by 
wicked and corrupt rulers, leading a wicked and 
corrupt people in iniquity and rebellion against 
God. Herein is it set forth as an example to all 
nations. 
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3:16. 1 Isa.6:5. 0 Rom.7:9. p chap. 9:2. f Or, cursing. 
q Hosea 4:2,3. $ Or, violence. vr Zeph.3:4. 8 Ezek. 8:16,173 
23:29; Mat.21:13. t Prov. 4:19. u Ex. 32:34. } Or,an absurd 
thing; Heb. unsavory. vchap.2:8.  |{ Or, filthiness. Ww ver. 
26, 32.. X Isa. 4:'6,7. y Isa..1;9, 10,° § chap. 9:16. ° a) 
hypocrisy. 





CHAPTER XXIII. 

1. Pastors; Jewish rulers and teachers. Comp. 
Ezek. 34, with which this passage strikingly agrees. 

5. A righteous Branch—a King; the Mes- 
siah. See Isa. 4:2, and note. 

7,8. They shall no more say—dwell tn thetr 
own land; compare chap. 3:16, and note. The 
return of the Jews from Babylon was an earnest of 
the higher fulfilment of this prophecy, which is 
reserved for “the last days.” Compare Ezek. chap. 
34 throughout. 

9. Is broken ; in verse 3, the prophet had passed 
from threatenings to promises; he now returns from 
promises to threatenings. This is the usual man- 
ner of prophets. Compare Isa. 4:1, 2; 59: 169, 16; 
Amos 9:10,11; Zeph. 3:7, 8 Because of the 
Lord—the words of his holiness ; that is, of his 
messages of wrath committed to me; these fill the 
prophet’s mind with awe. 

10. Swearing; that is, false swearing. But 
we may better render, “because of the curse ;” 
that is, the divine curse. 

13. In Baal; in Baal’s name. 





— 




















False prophets are 
“Mou. 16 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, 


B. C. 599. 
Hearken not unto the words of the proph- 
ets that prophesy unto you; they make 
you vain: they speak a vision of their 
own heart, and not out of the mouth of 
the Lorn. 

17 They *say still unto them that de- 
spise me, The Lorp hath said, Ye shall 
have peace; and they say unto every one 
that walketh after the *imagination of his 
own heart,» No evil shall come upon you. 

18 For who hath stood in the tcounsel 
of the Lorn, and hath perceived and 
heard his word? © who hath marked his 
word, and heard it? 

19 Behold, a ‘whirlwind of the Lorp 
is gone forth in fury, even a grievous 
whirlwind: it shall fall grievously upon 
the head of the wicked. 

20 The anger of the Lorp shall not re- 


turn, until he have executed, and till he | 


have ‘performed the thoughts of his 
heart: in the latter days ye shall con- 
sider it perfectly. 

21 I have not sent these prophets, yet 
they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet 
they prophesied. 

22 But if they had stood in my coun- 
sel, and had caused my people to hear 
my words, then ‘they should have turn- 
ed them from their evil way, and from 
the evil of their doings. 

23 Am1a God at hand, saith the Lorn, 
and not a God afar off? 

24 Can any Shide himself in secret 
places that I shall not see him? saith the 
Lorp. Do not I fill*heaven and earth? 
saith the Lorn. 

25 Ihave heard what the prophets said, 
that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I 
have dreamed, I have dreamed. 

26 How long shall this be in the heart 
of the prophets that prophesy lies? yea, 








a Ezek. 13: 10; Zech, 10:9. 57Or, stubbornness ; chap. 13: 10, 
b Micah 3:11. 7 Or, secret. ¢ 2Chron. 18:23. d chap. 30: 23, 
c © Prov. 21:30. f1Thess.5:6. g Amos9:2,3. hb 1 Kings, 
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judged and condemned. 


they are prophets of the deceit of their 
own heart; 

27 Which think to cause my people to 
forget my name by their dreams, which 
they tell every man to his neighbor, as 
their ‘fathers have forgotten my name 
for Baal. 

28 The prophet ? that hath a dream, let 
him tell a dream; and he that hath my 
word, let him speak my word faithfully. 
What is the chaff to the wheat? saith 
the Lorp. 

29 Is not my) word like as a fire? saith 
the Lorn; and like a hammer that break- 
eth the rock in pieces 2 

30 Therefore, behold, I am against the 
prophets, saith the Lorp, that steal my 
words every one from his neighbor. 

31 Behold, I am against the prophets, 
saith the Lorn, that Suse their tongues, 
and say, He saith. 
| 32 Behold, lamagainst them that proph- 
'esy false dreams, saith the Lory, and do 
tell them, and cause my people to ferr 
by their lies, and by their lightness ; yet 

[ sent them not, nor commanded ihem: 
therefore they shall not profit this people 

at all, saith the Lorp. 

33 4; And when this people, or the proph- 
et, ora priest, shall ask thee, saying, What 
ts the burden 'of the Lorp? thou shalt 
then say unto them, What burden? I will 
even "forsake you, saith the Lorp. 
| 84 And as for the prophet, and the 
priest, and the people, that shall say, 
“The burden of the Lorn, I will even 
punish?! that man and his house. 

35 Thus shall ye say every one to his 
neighbor, and every one to his brother, 
What hath the Lorp answered? and, 
What hath the Lorp spoken? 

36 And the burden of the Lorp shall 
ye mention no more; for "every man’s 








} Heb. with whom is. j Heb. 
IMalil:1. mg 


BE ee ty Us Fas SY Bete sek RY Sb 
4:12. 4% Or, smooth. k Isa. 3:12; Amos 2:4. 


Chron, 15:2. || Heb. visit upon. n Gal. 6:5. 





18. Who; who among these false prophets. 
Hath stood in the counsel of the Lord; hath 
received from him a revelation of his will. 

20. In the latter days ; when the promises of 
the false prophets have failed, and the deatentis 
of the true prophets have been fulfilled. Shadd 
consider it ; your folly in hearkening to lies. 

23. A God at hand ; a God who can, like men, 
be present only in one place at a time, and see and 
act there only? 

28. A dream ; a true dream, a revelation from 
_ God; the same as, “ my word.” What is the 

chaff to the wheat? or, “ What has the chaff to 
do with the wheat?” Why mingle human devices 
with my revelations? 

29. A fire—a hammer ; God contrasts the effi- 
cacy of his word with the powerlessness of false 
revelations. 

30. Steal my words every one from his neigh- 
bor ; utter messages, as a revelation received from 
me, which I have not commissioned them to utter. 


33. What is the burden of the Lord? in the 
original Hebrew, the same word means both “ bur- 
den” and “oracle.” The prophet’s oracles were 
mainly occupied with denunciations of God's wrath, 
which he laid upon the people as a heavy burden. 
Hence they asked him, ‘ What is the burden of the 
Lord?” What load of punishment does he next 
lay upon us? What burden? their question was 
dake scoffingly: God will answer it earnestly 
with a true burden. 

36. Every man’s word shall be his burden; 
the scoffing use of these words, “ The burden of the 
Lord,” shall bring upon every one who employs 
them a burden of divine wrath. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-4, The Lord knows how to deliver his flock 
out of the hand of unfaithful pastors, while he pun- 
ishes them for their pride ae selfishness. 

5. The hope and strength and salvation of the 
church are in the Lord Jesus Christ, “that great 
Shepherd of the sheep,” whom God a raised up 

3 





Type of good JEREMIAH XXIV. and bad figs. 


word shall be his burden: for ye have| 2 One basket had very good figs, *“s"c*te. 
perverted® the words of the living God, | even like the figs that are first ripe: and the 
of the Lorp of hosts our God. other basket had very naughty figs, which 
37 Thus shalt thou say to the prophet, | could not be eaten, *they were so bad. 
What hath the Lorp answered thee?| 3 Then said the Lorp unto me, What 
and, What hath the Lorp spoken? seest thou, Jeremiah? And I said, Figs; 
38 But since ye say, The burden of the| the good figs, very good; and &the evil, 
Lorp; therefore thus saith the Lorp ;| very evil, that cannot be eaten, they are 
Because ye say this word, The burden |so evil. 
of the Lorp, and I have sent unto you,| 4 § Again the word of the Lorp came 
saying, Ye shall not say, The burden of| unto me, saying, 
the Lorn; -5 Thus saith the Lorp, the God of Is- 
39 Therefore,» behold, I, even I, will|rael; Like these good figs, so will I ac- 
utterly forget you, and I will forsake | knowledge them ‘that are carried away 
you, and the city that I gave you and/|captive of Judah, whom I have sent out 
your fathers, and cast you out of my |of this place into the land of the Chal- 
presence: deans for their * good. 
40 And I will bring an everlasting*re-| 6 For I will set mine eyes upon them 
proach upon you, and a perpetual shame, | for good, and ‘T will bring them again 


which shall not be forgotten. to this land: and I will build them, and 
not pull them down; and I will plant 
Pale besa BY Das DEG Ba them, and not pluck them up. 


1 Under the type of good and bad figs, 4 he foreshoweth 7 And I will sive them a jheart to 
the restoration of them that were in captivity, 8 and know me, that I am the Lorn; and they 
the desolation of Zedekiah and the rest. shall be kmy people, and I will be their 

HE Lorp showed me, and behold,| God: for they shall return unto me with 
two baskets of figs were set before | their | whole heart. 

the temple of the Lorn, after that 4Neb-| 8 §[ And as the evil figs, which cannot 

uchadrezzar king of Babylon had car-| be eaten, they are so evil; surely thus 

ried away captive ‘Jeconiah the son of saith the Lorn, So will I give Zedekiah 

Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the princes the king of Judah, and his princes, and 

of Judah, with the carpenters and ‘smiths, | the residue of Jerusalem, that remain 


from Jerusalem, and had brought them in this land, and them that dwell in the 








a | . 
to Babylon. and of Egypt: 
a2 Pet. 3:16. b Prov. 13:13. ¢ Hosea 4:7. 4 2 Kings, |i chap. 29:10-19. j chap, 32:39, 40; Deut. 30:6; Ezek 11:19; 
24:12, etc. e chap. 22:24, etc. f1Sam. 13:19, * Heb. for | 36: 26,27. & chap. 31:33. 1 chap. 3:10; Rom. 6:17. 


badness. g Mat. 25:32, 33. > Heb. the captivity, h Heb. 12; 10. 





to her according to his ancient promise. All power | applied by his Spirit to men’s hearts and con- 
in heaven and earth is in his hands, and he will | sciences, has a divine efficacy, which distinguishes 
use it for the overthrow of all her enemies and her | it from all human systems of religion. These last 
perpetual enlargement from age to age. are powerless for convincing men of sin and turn- 
6. Christ is named “ Tue Lorp our RIcHTEovs- | ing them to righteousness. 
nxss,” because he alone gives justifying righteous- | 33-40. They who deride God’s threatenings will 
ness to us sinners, and thus restores us to peace |soon be made to feel in their own persons their 
me Ae Rom. 9:1. ae P aa irresistible and terrible power. 
, 8. However great the glory of past de iver- 
ances which God has caleba to i people, a CHAPTER XXIV. 
brighter glory remains for the latter days of their} 2. Very good figs—very naughty figs; the 
prosperity and triumph. two baskets of figs represent the two classes of 
13, 14. When the spiritual guides of a people | Jews, in respect to both condition and character. 
are wicked, and teachers of falsehood, the whole Nebuchadnezzar took away the better class of the 
community sinks rapidly into corruption and ruin. | people. Those whom he left were not merely the 
15. Since none do so much as false teachers to | poorer, but the baser sort. Isa. 3: 1-7, compared 
strengthen the hands of evil-doers, none shall re-| with 2 Kings, 24:14; Jer. 40:7. Moreover, God 
ceive such punishment at God’s hand. raised up for the captives in Babylon eminent 
17. False teachers may be known by these two | prophets, as Daniel and Ezekiel, whose labors were 
marks: their lives are corrupt, and their doctrines | greatly blessed ; so that at the expiration of their 


flatter men with the hope of impunity and prosper- | captivity, they returned to Judea thoroughly puri- | 


ity insin. Mat. 7:15, 16. fied from idolatry. Those who remained in the 
22. When Grod’s ministers as a body are faithful | land were, on the contrary, abandoned to wicked- 
to their high office, his church is ina healthful con-| ness, anarchy, and misery, as is manifest from Jer- 


dition and abounding in the fruits of holiness. emiah’s account of their proceedings. Chapters 
23, 24. To God’s omnipresence there can be no | 40-44. 
distance: wherever we are, his omnipotence and INSTRUCTIONS. 


omniscience compass us on every side. The true character of men cannot always be de- 
8. It should be the chief aim of God’s messen-| termined by God’s outward dealings with them. 
gers to declare his word faithfully, without any | The heaviest trials often prove the occasion of great 
admixture of human devices. prosperity, spiritual and temporal, and exemption 
29. God’s truth, when faithfully preached and! from them to be a heavy judgment. 
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Jewish captivity and 
A. M. 3406, 


A. M. 5106. 9 And I will deliver them *to be 
removed® into all the kingdoms of the 
earth for their hurt, to be a reproach and 
a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all 
places whither I shall drive them. 

10 And ‘I will send the sword, the 
famine, and the pestilence, among them, 
till they be consumed from off the land 
that I gave unto them and to their fathers. 


CHAPTER XXV. 


1 Jeremiah reproveth the Jews’ disobedience to the 
rophets, 8 foretelleth the seventy years’ captivity, 

2 and after that, the destruction of Babylon. 15 

Under the type of a cup of wine he foreshoweth the 

destruction of all nations. 3£ The howling of the 

shepherds. 
HE word that came to Jeremiah con- 
cerning all the people of Judah, in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, that was the first year of 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; 

2 The which Jeremiah the prophet 
spake unto all the people of Judah, and to 
all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, 

3 From the tthirteenth year of Josiah 
the son of Amon king of Judah, even 
unto this day, that zs the three and twen- 
tieth year, the word of the Lorp hath 
come unto me, and I have spoken unto 
you,-‘rising early and speaking; but ye 
have ‘not hearkened. 

4 And the Lorp hath sent unto you all 
his servants the prophets, rising early 
and sending them; but ye have not heark- 
ened, nor inclined your ear to hear. 

5 They said, Turn ye again now every 
one from his evil way, and from the evil 
of your doings, and dwell in the land 
that the Lorp hath given unto you and 
to your fathers for ever and ever: 

6 And go not after other gods to serve 
them, and to worship them, and provoke 
me§& not to anger with the works of your 
hands; and I will do you no hurt. 

7 Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, 


a Deut. 28:25, 373 1 
¢ From 629 till 





4 hata 1 Ki 
‘Tea. 10:5; 44:28. f 
CHAPTER XXV. 

1. The fourth year of Jehoiakim—the first 
year of Nebuchadrezzar ; the first year of Neb- 
uchadnezzar seems to have corresponded partly with 
the third and partly with the fourth year of Jehoia- 
kim. Comp. Dan. 1:1. This prophecy was delivered 
earlier than that recorded in the preceding chapter, 
the arrangementof the writings of Jeremiah, here and 
elsewhere, not preserving the chronological order. 

9. These nations round about ; the nations 
afterwards enumerated, ver. 19-26. 

10. The sound of the millstones; the mill- 
stones of the hand-mill, in which the people of the 
East daily grind their meal. 

ll. Seventy years; generally reckoned from 
the first invasion of the land by Nebuchadnezzar 


s, 14:22. i 
eb, cause to perish from them. j Isa. 24:7, 
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destruction of Babylon. 


saith the Lorp; that ye might provoke 
me to anger with the works of your 
hands to your »own hurt. 

8 4 Therefore thus saith the Lorp of 


‘|}hosts; Because ye have not heard my 


words, 

9 Behold, I will send and take all the 
families of the north, saith the Lorn, and 
Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, 
my ‘servant, and will bring them against 
this land, and against the inhabitants 
thereof, and against all these nations 
round about, and will utterly destroy 
them, and make them an astonishment, 
and a hissing, and perpetual desolations. 

10 Moreover I will +take from them 
the voice of! mirth, and the voice of glad- 
ness, the voice of the bridegroom, and 
the voice of the bride, the ‘sound of the 
millstones, and the light of the candle. 

11 And this whole land shall be a 
desolation, and an astonishment; and 
these nations shall serve the king of 
Babylon Sseventy years. 

12 4{ And it shall come to pass, when 
seventy years are accomplished, that I 
will punish the king of Babylon, and 
that nation, saith the Lorn, for their ini- 
quity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and 
will™ make it perpetual desolations. 

13 And® [I will bring upon that land 
all my words which I have pronounced 
against it, even all that is written in this 
book, which Jeremiah hath prophesied 
against all the nations. 

14 For many nations and great kings 
shall °serve themselves of them also: 
and I will recompense them according 
to their deeds, and according to the works 
of their own hands. 

15 4 For thus saith the Lorp God of 
Israel unto me; Take the P wine-cup of 
this fury at my hand, and cause all the 
nations to whom I send thee to drink it. 

16 And 4they shall drink, and be mov- 





8; Hosea2:11. k Eccles. 12:2-4. ? Lev. 26:34, 35. 9 Begin- 
ning 606; 2 Kings, 24:1. Ending 636; Ezral:1; Dan. 9:2. 
|| Heb. visit upon, m chap. 50, 5L; Isa.14: 23; 21: 1,ete.; 47:3. 
n Dan. 6:28, 31. © chap.27:7. Pp Job 21:20; Pasa. 75:8; Isa. 
51:17; Rev. 14:10. q@ Ezek. 23:34; Nahum 3: 11. 





during the reign of Jehoiakim, when the process of 
transportation to Babylon began. 

13. This book —against all the nations ; 
“this book” seems to refer to the whole collection 
of Jeremiah’s writings. The more distinguished 
prophecies “against all the nations” now stand in 
the last part of the book. We must suppose either 
that they were originally written at an earlier date, 
or, what is more probable, that the present clause 
was added in arranging the whole volume. 

15. The wine-cup of this fury ; here, as often 
elsewhere, God’s wrath is compared to an intoxi- 
cating wine-cup, which makes those who drink it 
mad, and causes them to stagger and fall. Psa. 
75:8; Isa. 51: 21-23; Zech. 12:2. 

16. Be moved ; reel. 
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Judgments denounced 


ed, and be mad, because of the sword 
that I will send among them. 

17 Then took I the cup at the Lorp’s 
hand, and made all the nations to drink, 
unto whom the Lorp had sent me: 

18 To wit, Jerusalem, and the cities of 
Judah, and the kings thereof, and the 
princes thereof, to*make them a desola- 
tion, an astonishment, a hissing, and a 
curse ; as it zs this day ; 

19 Pharaoh ’king of Egypt, and his 
servants, and his princes, and all his 
people ; 

20 And all the *mingled people, and 
all the kings of the land of 4 Uz, and all 
the kings of the land of the Philistines, 
and Ashkelon, and Azzah, and Ekron, 
and the remnant of Ashdod, 

21 Edom,f and Moab, and the children 
of Ammon, 

92 And all the kings of Tyrus, and all 
the kings of Zidon, and the kings of the 
isles* which are beyond the sea, 

23 Dedan, and Tema, and Buz, and all 
that are tin the utmost corners, 

24 And all the kings of Arabia, and all 
the kings of the "mingled people that 
dwell in the desert, 

25 And all the kings of Zimri, and all 
the kings of Elam, and all the kings of 
the Medes, 

26 And ‘all the kings of the north, far 
and near, one with another, and all the 
kingdoms of the world, which are upon 
the face of the earth: and the king of 
Sheshach shallj drink after them. 

27 Therefore thou shalt say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lorn of hosts, the God of 
Israel; * Drink ye, and be 'drunken, and 
spue, and fall, and rise no more, because 
of the sword which] willsend among you. 

28 And it shall be, if they refuse to 
take the cup at thy hand to drink, then 
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. 


against many nations. 


shalt thou say unto them, Thus *,™@53%5: 
saith the Lorp of hosts; Ye shall cer- 
tainly drink. 

29 For lo,I begin to bring ™evil on the 
‘ity + which is called by my name, and 
should "ye be utterly unpunished? Ye 
shall not be unpunished: for I will ° call 
for a sword upon all the inhabitants of 
the earth, saith the Lorn of hosts. 

30 Therefore prophesy thou against 
them all these words, and say unto them, 
The Lorp shall Proar from on high, and 
utter his voice from his ‘holy habitation ; 
he shall mightily roar upon his habita- 
tion; he shall give a shout, as "they 
that tread the grapes, against all the in- 
habitants of the earth. 

31 A noise shall come even to the ends 
of the earth; for the Lorp hath a con- 
troversy with the nations: *he will plead 
with all flesh; he will give them that are 
wicked to the sword, saith the Lorn. 

32 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, Be- 
hold, evil shall go forth from nation to 
nation,t and a great whirlwind shall be 
raised up from the coasts of the earth. 

33 And the "slain of the Lorp shall be 
at that day from one end of the earth 
even unto the other end of the earth: 


they shall not be lamented, neither gath- | 


ered, nor buried; they shall be dung 
upon the ground. 

34 Y Howl, ye shepherds, and cry ; and 
wallow’ yourselves in the ashes, ye prin- 
cipal of the flock: for the days of your 
slaughter and of your dispersions are 
accomplished; and ye shall fall lke a 
pleasant! vessel. 


35 And *the shepherds shall have no — 


way to flee, nor the principal of the flock 
to escape. 

36 A voice of the cry of the shepherds, 
and a howling of the principal of the 








aver, 9,11. b chap. 46:2, etc. ¢ Ex. 12:38; Num, 11:4. 
d Jobi:1l. e chap. 47:1,etc. f Neh. 13:23-27. g chap. 48, 49. 
* Or, region by the seaside. _} Heb. cut off into corners, or hav- 
ing the corners of the hair polled ; chap. 9:26; 49:32. h Ezek. 
30:5. ichap. 50:9. j chap. 51:41. K Hab. 2:16. 1 Tea, 51:21; 
63:6. m Ezek.9:6. $£ Heb. upon which my name is called. 





17. Then I took the cup; this was plainly done 
ouly in prophetic vision. He makes the nations to 
drink, by announcing God’s wrath that is coming 
upon them. 

18-26. Jerusalem—all the kings of the 
Medes; all these nations were to be destroyed by 
Nebuchadnezzar. The mingled people; prob- 
ably here, as in Ezek. 30:5, the mixed mass of 
foreigners serving the Egyptians. Uz; probably 
situated in the northern part of Arabia. The 
isles—beyond the sea; the western islands of the 
Mediterranean, with the adjacent coasts. Dedan, 
and Tema, and Buz; in the northern part of 
Arabia. All—in the utmost corners; see note 
chap. 9:26. Zimrti; an unknown tribe, eg 
ably lying in the direction of Persia and Media. 
Elam; Persia. The Medes ; north-east of Persia, 
and south go seer of the Caspian. Ali the kings 


/ 





n chap. 49:12; Prov. 11:31; Luke 23:31; 1 Pet. 4:17. © Ezek. 
38:21. p Isa. 42:13. 42 Chron. 30:27. r Isa, 16:9. 8 Isa. 
66:16. t Zeph. 3:8. u Rev. 14:19, 20. v chap. 23:1. @ Heb. 
your days for slaughter. _|| Heb. vessel of desire. * Heb. Slight 
shall perish from tne shepherds, and escaping from ; Amos 2:14. 





of the north; the Scythian tribes north of the 
Euxine and Black sea. 
the world; in # general sense. Compare Luke 
2:1. Sheshach; a name for Babylon. Chap. 
51:41. After God has used the king of Babylon 
as the minister of his wrath upon these nations, he 
shall in turn be destroyed. Compare what is said 
of Assyria, Isa. 10: 12. : 

31. A noise shall come ; the tumult of warlike 
ee under the marshalling of Jehovah. Compare 
sa. 13:4. 

34. Shepherds—principal of the flock ; the 
nobles and rulers of the nations. Are accom- 
plished; have fully come. Luke 2: 6. Like a 
pleasant vessel; as a costly vessel falls and is 
dashed in pieces. : 

36. Spoiled their pasture ; destroyed their land 
and people. 


All the kingdoms of 
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Exhortation 
gO se flock, shall be heard: for the Lorp 


B. C. 606. 
hath spoiled thefr pasture. 

37 And the peaceable habitations are 
cut down because of the fierce anger of 
the Lorp. 

38 He hath *forsaken his covert, as the 
lion: for their land is *desolate because 
of the fierceness of the oppressor, and 
because of his fierce anger. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


1 Jeremiah by promises and threatenings exhorteth to 
Jepentance. 8 He is therefore apprehended, 10 and 
arraigned. 12 His apology: 16 He is quit in judg- 
ment by the example of Micah, 20 and of Urijah, 24 
and by the care of Ahikam. 


N the beginning of the reign of Jehoi- 
akim the son of Josiah king of Judah 
came this word from the Lorp, saying, 

2 Thus saith the Lorp; Stand in the 
court of the Lorn’s house, and 'speak 
unto all the cities of Judah which come 
to worship in the Lorn’s house, all the 
words that [ command thee to speak 
unto them; diminish not a word: 

3 Ifso be they will hearken, and turn every 
man from his evil way, that I may ‘repent 
me of the evil which I purpose to do unto 
them because of the evil of their doings. 

4 And thou shalt say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lorn; ‘If ye will not hearken 
to me, to walk in my law, which I have 
set before you, 

5 To hearken to the words of my ser- 
vants the prophets, whom I “sent unto 
you, both rising up early, and sending 
them, but ye have not hearkened ; 

6 Then will I make this house like 
Shiloh, and will make this city a curse 
to all the nations of the earth. 

7 So the priests and the prophets and 
all the people heard Jeremiah speaking 
these words in the house of the Lorp. 

8 {| Now it came to pass, when Jere- 
miah had made an end of speaking all 
that the Lorp had commanded him to 
speak unto all the people, that the priests 
and the prophets and all the people took 
him, saying, Thou shalt surely die. 
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to repentance. 


9 Why hast thou prophesied in the 
name of the Lorn, saying, This house 
shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall 
be desolate without an inhabitant? And 
all the people were gathered against Jer- 
emiah in the house of the Lorp. 

10 9] When the princes of Judah heard 
these things, then they came up from 
the king’s house unto the house of the 
Lorp, and sat down tin the entry of the 
new gate of the Lorp’s house. 

11 Then spake the priests and the proph- 
eis unto the princes and to all the peo- 
ple, saying, #This man ts worthy to die; 
for he hath prophesied against this city, 
as ye have heard with your ears. 

12 §[ Then spake Jeremiah unto all the 
princes and to all the people, saying, 
The Lorp sent me to prophesy against 
this house and against this city all the 
words that ye have heard. 

13 Therefore now ‘amend your ways 
and your doings, and obey the voice of 
the Lorp your God; and the Lorp will 
repent him of the evil that he hath pro- 
nounced against you. 

14 As for me, behold, I am in your 
hand: do with me as ‘Sseemeth good 
and meet unto you. 

15 But know ye for certain, that if ye 
put me to death, ye shall surely bring 
innocent blood upon yourselves, and 
upon this city, and upon the inhabitants 
thereof: for of a truth the Lorp hath 
sent me unto you to speak all these 
words in your ears. 

16 §{] Then said the princes and all the 
people unto the priests and to the proph- 
ets; This man is not worthy to die: for 
he hath spoken to us in the name of the 
Lorp our God. 

17 Then/rose up certain of the elders 
of the land, and spake to all the assem- 
bly of the people, saying, 

18 Micah the * Morasthite prophesied 
in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, 
and spake to all the people of Judah, say- 
ing, Thus saith the Lorn of hosts; Zion 





a@ Psa.76:2; Zech.2:13. * Heb. adesolation. »b chap, 23: 28; 
Ezek. 3:10, 11; Mat. 23:20. ¢ 1 Kings, 21:27, 29; Jonah 3: 8-10. 
@ Ley. 26:14, etc. ; Deut. 28:15, etc. e chap.25:3,4. f1Sam. 

37. Cut down ; desolated. 

38. He hath forsaken ; Jehovah, as the leader 

of the conquering hosts. Ver. 30. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

8, 11. Though God's judgments be long delayed, 
they will come at last upon the incorrigibly impen- 
itent, and their severity will be in proportion to the 
exhortations and warnings that have been despised. 

12. However sore the chastisement which God 
inflicts upon his people, he remembers them at the 
epbinted time in mercy; and their cruel and re- 
lentless persecutors he destroys. 

29. The judgments which God brings upon his 
offending people are a solemn warning to the wicked 








4:10-12. g Isa.65:15. + Or, at the door. _£ Heb. The judgment 
of death is for this man, hb chap.38:4,5. ichap.7:3-7. @ Heb. 
itis good and right in your eyes, j Acts5:34,etc. k Micah 1:1. 





of the more terrible vengeance which will one day 
fall upon them. 1 Pet. 4:17, 18 

15-28, 30-33. God’s power over the human fam- 
ily is unlimited: it is as easy for him to send forth 
desolating calamities from nation to nation over all 
the earth, as to punish the weakest transgressor of 
his laws. 

34-38. It is a righteous rule of divine Providence, 
that wicked leaders of the people, who are first in 
crime, should be first also in suffering, when he 
punishes nations for their sins. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 
6. Like Shiloh ; see note on chap. 7: 12. 
18. Zion shall be ploughed; Micah 3: 12. 
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Conquests of 


shall be* ploughed like a field, and Jerusa- 
lem shall become heaps, and the mountain 
of the house as the high places of a forest. 

19 Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all 
Judah put him at all to death? did he 
not °fear the Lorp, and besought the 
Lorp,* and the Lorp ‘repented him of the 
evil which he had pronounced against 
them? Thus might we procure great 
evil against our souls. 

20 And there was also a man that 
prophesied in the name of the Lorp, 
Urijah the son of Shemaiah of Kirjath- 
jearim, who prophesied against this city 
and against this land according to all 
the words of Jeremiah : 

21 And when Jehoiakim the king, with 
all his mighty men, and all the princes, 
heard his words, the king 4sought to put 
him to death: but when Urijah heard it, 
he was afraid, and °fled, and went into 
Be ee | 

22 And Jehoiakim the king sent men into 
Egypt, namely, Elnathan the son of Ach- 
bor, and certain men with him into Egypt. 

23 And they fetched forth Urijah out 
of Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoia- 
kim the king; who slew him with the 
sword, and cast his dea&k body into the 
graves of the fcommon people. 

24 Nevertheless, the hand of ‘Ahikam 
the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, 
that they should not give him into the 
hand& of the people to put him to death. 


CHAPTER: XX VI. 


Under the type of bonds and yokes he prophesieth 
the subduing of the neighbor kings unto Nebu- 
chadnezzar. 8 He exhorteth them to yield, and not 
to believe the false prophets. 12 The like he doeth 
to Zedekiah. 19 He foretelleth, the remnant of the 
vessels shall be carried to Babylon, and there con- 
tinue until the day of visitation. 


ie the beginning of the reign of Jehoi- 
akim the son of Josiah king of Judah 
came this word unto Jeremiah from the 
Lorp, saying, 

2 Thus +saith the Lorp to me; * Make 


fy 
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Nebuchadnezzar. 


thee bonds and yokes, and put 4,™336. 


B C. 606, 


them upon thy neck, * 

3 And send them to the king of Edom, 
and to the king of Moab, and to the king 
of the Ammonites, and to the king of 
Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon, by the 
hand of the messengers which come to 
Jerusalem unto Zedekiah king of Judah; 

4 And command them $to say unto 
their masters, Thus saith the Lorp of 
hosts, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye 
say unto your masters ; 

5 Ihave made the earth, the man and 
the beast that are upon the ground, by 
my great power and by my outstretched 
arm, and have given Jit unto whom it 
seemed meet unto me. 

6 And now have I given all these lands 
into the hands of «Nebuchadnezzar the 
king of Babylon, my 'servant; and the 
beasts™ of the field have I given him also 
to serve him. 

7 And "all nations shall serve him, 
and his son, and his son’s son, until the 
very °time of his land come: and then 
many? nations and great kings shall 
serve themselves of him. 

8 And it shall come to pass, that the 
nation and kingdom which will not serve 
the same Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon, and that will not put their neck 
under the yoke of the king of Babylon, 
that nation willl punish, saith the Lorn, 
with the sword, and with the famine, 
and with the pestilence, until I have 
consumed them by his hand. 

9 Therefore hearken not ye to your 
prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to 
your !'\dreamers, nor to your Yenchant- 
ers, nor to your sorcerers, which speak 
unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the 
king of Babylon: 

10 For "they prophesy a lie unto you, 
to remove you far from your land; and 
that I should drive you out, and ye should 
perish. 





a Micah 3:12, b 2Chron. 32:26. * Heb. face of the LORD. 
ce 2Sam, 24:16. d Psa.119:109, e Mat. 10:23. f+ Heb. sons of 
the people. f chap. 39:14; 2 Kings, 22:12,14. g Psa. 37:32, 33. 
¢ Or, hath the Lord said. bh Ezek 4:1; 12:3. % Or, concerning 
i Psa. 146:6; Isa. 45:12. j Deut. 32:8, 9; 

19. Did Hezekiah—put him at all to death? 
this case is adduced by the princes as an argument 
why the king should spare Gareisials 

20. Urijah ; this case is adduced by the prophet 
to show the disposition of Jehoiakim, and the dan- 
ger to which he was exposed. 

INSTRUCTIONS. ° 

11. God’s faithful servants generally receive the 
bitterest persecution from false and corrupt relig- 
ious teachers. 

14. The true messenger of God will commit his 
cause to his divine Master, and prefer death rather 
than unfaithfulness. 

15. God regards the injury which his servants 
receive for the truth’s sake as done to himself, and 
he will punish it accordingly. 

.948 


their masters, saying. 








Psa, 115:16; Dan. 4:17,32. k chap. 28:14. Ichap. 25:9; 43:10; 
Ezek, 29:18-20, m Dan. 2:38. m 2 Chron. 36:20; Dan, 6:19. 
o chap. 25:12; 60:27; Dan. 5:26,31. p chap. 25:14; 60:9, 
10; 51:27,28 || Heb. dreams. q Isa. 47:12-14. ¥ ver. 143 
Ezek. 14:9-11 





16-19. True nobleness of character is shown by 
listening to faithful reproofs and profiting by them ; 
to hate and persecute those who administer them, 
betrays equal baseness and wickedness. _ 

20-23. To show fear of wicked men who are 
high in office and power, is oftentimes the most 
certain way to give them the mastery over us. 

24. It is easy for God to raise up friends and 
protectors for the defenceless, and he will do so for 
those who put their trust in him, as far as their 
good and the interests of his cause demand it. 


CHAPTER XXVII. 


1. Jehotakim ; many suppose that this should 
read “ Zedekiah,” as in verses 3 and 12, and in 
chap. 28:1. See verse 20. 

















Jeremiah’s letter 


‘a-M.206. 11 But the nations that bring 


their neck under the yoke of the king of 
Babylon, and serve him, those will I let 
remain still in their own land, saith the 
Lorp; and they shall till it, and dwell 
therein. 

12 4 [* spake also to Zedekiah king of 
Judah according to all these words, say- 
ing, Bring your necks under the yoke of 
the king of Babylon, and serve him and 
his people, and ° live. 

13 Why will ye die, thou and thy peo- 
ple, by the sword, by the famine, and 
by the pestilence, as the Lorp hath spo- 
ken against the nation that will not serve 
the king of Babylon? 


14 Therefore hearken ‘not unto the}, 


words of the prophets that speak unto 
you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king 
of Babylon: for they prophesy *a lie 
unto you. 

15 For I have not sent them, saith the 
Lorp, yet they prophesy *a lie in my 
name; that I might drive you out, and 
that ye might perish, ye, and “the proph- 
ets that prophesy unto you. 

16 Also I spake to the priests and to 
all this people, saying, Thus saith the 
Lorp; Hearken not to the words of your 
prophets that prophesy unto you, saying, 
Behold,° the ‘vessels of the Lorn’s house 
shall now shortly be brought again from 
- Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto 
you. 

17 Hearken not unto them; serve the 
king of Babylon, and live: wherefore 
should this city be laid waste ? 

18 But if they be prophets, and if the 
word of the Lorp be with them, let them 
now make intercession to the Lorp of 
hosts, that the vessels which are left in 
the house of the Lorp, and zn the house 
of the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem, 
go not to Babylon. 

19 § For thus saith the Lorn of hosts 
concerning the "pillars, and concerning 
the sea, and concerning the bases, and 
concerning the residue of the vessels 
that remain in this city, 

20 Which Nebuchadnezzar king of Bab- 
ylon took not, when he carried ‘away 
captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim 
king of Judah from Jerusalem to Baby- 
lon, and all the nobles of Judah and 
Jerusalem ; 

& chap, 28:1; 38:17. 





b Prov. 1:33, _¢ chap. 14:14; 23:21; 
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to the captives. 


21 Yea, thus saith the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel, concerning the vessels 
that remain in the house of the Lorp, 
and zm the house of the king of Judah 
and of Jerusalem ; 

22 They shall be /carried to Babylon, 
and ‘there shall they be until the day 
that I visit them, saith the Lorp; then 
will' I bring them up, and restore them 
to this place. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 


1 Hananiah prophesieth falsely the return of the ves- 
sels, and of Jeconiah. 5 Jeremiah, wishing it to be 
true, showeth that the event will declare who are 
true prophets. 10 Hananiah breaketh Jeremiah’s 
yoke. 12 Jeremiah telleth of an iron yoke, 15 and 
foretelleth Hananiah’s death. 

ND ™it came to pass the same year, 
in the beginning of the reign of 

Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth 
year, and in the fifth month, that Hana- 
niah the son of Azur the prophet, which 
was of Gibeon, spake unto me in the 
house of the Lorn, in the presence of 
the priests and of all the people, say- 
ing, 

2 Thus speaketh the Lorp of hosts, the 
God of Israel, saying, I have broken the 
yoke" of the king of Babylon. 

3 Within® two f full years will I bring 
again into this place all the vessels of 
the Lorp’s house, that Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon took away from this 
place, and carried them to Babylon: 

4 And I will bring again to this place 
Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, with all the teaptives of Judah, 
that went into Babylon, saith the Lorp: 
for I will break the yoke of the king of 
Babylon. 

5 { Then the prophet Jeremiah said 
unto the prophet Hananiah in the pres- 
ence of the priests, and in the presence 
of all the Ppeople that stood in the house 
of the Lorn, 

6 Even the prophet Jeremiah said, 
Amen:1 the Lorp do so: the Lorp ‘per- 
form thy words which thou hast proph- 
esied, to bring again the vessels of the 
Lorp’s house, and all that is carried 
away captive, from Babylon into this 
place. 

7 Nevertheless, hear thou now this 
word that I speak in thine ears, and in 
the ears of all the people ; 


24:1; 2 Kings, 24:14,15; 2 Chron, 36:10, j chap. 32:5, k chap, 
1 Fzta 1:7; 7:19. mchap. 27:1. 0 chap, 27:12, 





29:8,9. * Heb. ina lie, orlyingly. 4 Mat. 15:14, ¢ chap. | 29:10, V¢ 
28:3. f2Chron 36:7, 10; Dan. 1:2. g 1 Kings, 18:24, 26; | 0 chap, 27: 16. ¢ Heb. years of days. } Heb. captivity. p chap. 
James5:16,18,. b chap, 52:17-23; 2 Kings, 25:13-17. ichap.| 26:2. 4 1 Kings, 1:36, © chap. 11:55; 17:16; 18:20. 











19. The pillars—the bases ; see 1 Kings, 7: 15, 
21, 23, 27; 2 Chron. 4: 2, 12, 14. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

For the accomplishment of his own ends, God 

sometimes intrusts wicked and impious rulers with 





great power and authority; and then all resist- 
ance on the part of the ey Aran nations proves 
vain. But when he has fulfilled his purposes by 
them, he humbles them as easily as he had before 
exalted them. Lae 


False prophecy and 


8 The prophets that have been before 
me and before thee of old prophesied 
both against® many countries, and against 
great© kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and 
of pestilence. 

9 The prophet which prophesieth of 
peace,® when the word of the prophet shall 
come to pass, then shall the prophet be 
known, that the Lorp hath truly sent him. 

10 9 Then Hananiah the prophet took 
the "yoke from off the prophet Jeremiah’s 
neck, and brake it. 

11 And Hananiah spake in the pres- 
ence of all the people, saying, Thus saith 
the Lorp: Even so will | break the yoke 
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from 
the neck of all nations within the space 
of two full years. And the prophet Jer- 
emiah & went his way. 

12 J Then the word of the Lorp came 
unto Jeremiah the prophet, after that Han- 
aniah the prophet had broken the yoke 
from off the neck of the prophet Jere- 
miah, saying, 

13 Go and tell Hananiah, saying, Thus 
saith the Lorp; Thou hast broken the 
yokes of wood; but thou shalt make for 
them yokes of iron. 

14 For thus saith the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel; Ihave put a" yoke of 
iron upon the neck of all these ‘nations, 
that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon; and they shall serve 
him: and I have given him the ! beasts 
of the field also. 

15 J Thensaid the prophet Jeremiah un- 
to Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Han- 
aniah; the Lorp hath not sent ‘thee; but 
thou makest this people to trust in a 'lie. 

16 Therefore thus saith the Lorn, Be- 
hold, I will cast thee from off the face 
of the earth: this year thou shalt die, 
because™ thou hast taught *rebellion 
against the Lorp. 


JEREMIAH XXIX. 


death of Hananiah. 


4. M. 3409, 


17 So Hananiah the "prophet *,%°se 
died the same year in the seventh month. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


1 Jeremiah sendeth a letter to the captives in Babylon, 
to be quiet there, 8 and not to believe the dreams of 
their prophets, 10 and that they shall return with 
grace after seventy years. 15 He foretelleth the de- 
struction of the rest for their disobedience. 20 He 
showeth the fearful end of Ahab and Zedekiah, two 
lying prophets. 24 Shemaiah writeth a letter 
against Jeremiah. 30 Jeremiah readeth his doom. 


OW these are the words of the letter 

that Jeremiah the prophet sent from 
Jerusalem unto the residue of the elders 
which were carried away captives, and 
to the priests, and to the prophets, and to 
all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar 
had carried away captive from Jerusalem 
to Babylon ; 

2 (After that °Jeconiah the king, and 
the queen, and the f eunuchs, the princes 
of Judah and Jerusalem, and the carpen- 
ters, and the smiths, were departed from 
Jerusalem ;) 

3 By the hand of Elasah the son of 
Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of Hil- 
kiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent 
unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon, saying, 

4 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the God 
of Israel, unto all that are carried away 
captives, whom I have caused to be car- 
ried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon: 

5 Build? ye houses, and dwell zn them ; 
and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of 
them ; ; 

6 Take ye wives, and beget sons and 
daughters ; and take wives for your sons, 
and give your daughters to husbands, 
that they may bear sons and daughters ; 
that ye may be increased there, and not 
diminished. 

7 And seek the peace of the city 
whither I have caused you to be carried 
away captives, and ‘pray unto the Lorp 





a | Kings, 22:28. »b Isa. 13:18; Amos, chap. 1,2, ¢ Jonah 
3:2. d Deut. 18:22. e Ezek. 13:10, etc. f chap. 27:2. g Prov. 
14:7. bh Deut. 28:48 i chap. 27:6,7. j Dan, 2:38. k chap. 


29:31 32, 1 Lam. 2:14, m Deut.18:8 * Heb. revolt; chap. 
29:32, mn Isa, 44:25, 26, 0 2 Kings, 24:12-16. f Or, chamber- 
lains, p ver. 28 q Dan. 4:27; 6:5. r Ezra6:10; 1Tim.2:1,2. 





CHAPTER XXVIII. 


8. Of war—of pestilence ; the prediction of 
God's approaching judgments, with the view of 
bringing the people to repentance, was one of the 
signs of a true prophet; while the false prophets 
occupied themselves with quieting the consciences 
of the people in the practice of sin. 

9. Shall come to pass ; see Deut. 18: 22. 

13. For them; in their stead. By encouraging 
the people in sin, Hananiah is making for them 
iron instead of wooden yokes; that is, aggravating 
the severity of their bondage. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. It is a common custom of false teachers to 
flatter men with the assurance of impunity in the 
practice of sin. 

6. God’s servants should manifest a tender and 
compassionate spirit, such as shall make it mani- 
fest to all that they take no delight in the mes- 

950 





sages of wrath which they deliver to the people in 
his name, and that it is the earnest desire of their 
hearts that by repentance and reformation the ful- 
filment of these threatenings may be averted. 

9. The awful destruction of the wicked will soon 
make manifest the folly of those who have flat- 
tered them with the hope of peace and safety in a 
course of iniquity. 

13-17. God will not accommodate the course of 
his government to the wishes of corrupt rulers and 
false prophets who strengthen their hands in wick- 
edness, but will destroy both together. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


5. Build ye houses; the expectation of aspeedy 
restoration to their own land would have prevent- 
ed the captives from settling themselves in their 
pe abode, and thus have proved an injury to 

em. 
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Jeremiah’s letter 


au «for it: for in the peace thereof 


shall ye have peace. 

8 ¥ For thus saith the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel: Let not*your prophets 
and your diviners, that be in the midst 
of you, deceive you, neither hearken 
to your dreams which ye cause to be 
dreamed. 

9 For they prophesy *falsely unto you 
in my name: I[ have not sent them, saith 
the Lorp. 

10 & For thus saith the Lorp, That 
after® seventy years be accomplished at 
Babylon | will visit you, and perform 
my ‘good word ioward you, in causing 
you to return to this place. 

11 For I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, saith the Lorp, thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, to give you an 
expected! “end. 

12 Then shall ye ‘call upon me, and 
ye shall go and pray unto me, and | will 
hearken® unto you. 

13 And "ye shall seek me, and ‘find 


me, when ye shall search for me with | 


all your heart. 

14 And I will be * found of you, saith 
the Lorn: and I will 'turn away your 
captivity, and I will “gather you from 
all the nations, and from all the places 


whither [ have driven you, saith the) 


Lorn; and [ will bring you again into 
the place whence I caused you to be 
carried away captive. 
15 4 Because ye have said, The Lorp 
hath raised us up prophets in" Babylon; 
16 Know that thus saith the Lorp of the 


_ kingthatsiiteth upon the throne of David, 


and of all the people that dwelleth in this 


city, and of your brethren that are not, 


gone forth with you into captivity ; 
17 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; Be- 


: hold, I will °send upon them the sword, 





@chap 14:14; 27:14,15 * Heb inalie; chap.27:15. b chap 
27:22; 2 Chron. 36: 21-23; Ezral:13; Dan.9:2. ¢ chap. 32; 42-44. 
d Isa 55:8,9. | Heb. endand expectation. e Lam.3:26. f Neh. 


9:4, etc.; Dan 9:3, etc. g Isa.65°24. hb Lev. 26:40, etc. ; 
Deut. 30-1,etc. 1 Deut.4:7. jchap 24:7. k Psa 32:6; 46:1, 
Isa. 45:19;55:6, 1 Psa.l26:1,4. mchap. 23:3; 30:3; 32:37 





1l. An expected end ; that happy issue which 


is the object of your hopes. 


a ple might read 


ee 
fa 

s, 
be: 


ali 
ty 


15. Prophets in Babylon; these were the false 
prophets who promised the captives a speedy return. 

24. Thus shalt thou also speak ; this proph- 
ecy was evidently delivered after the return of 
Zedekiah’s messengers from Babylon. It is _prob- 
able that Jeremiah, in publishing it, prefixed to it 
his letter to the captives in Babylon, that the peo- 
them both in connection. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

5, 6. The true teacher will inculcate upon men 
cheerful submission under the afflictive dispensa- 
tions of God’s providence, and the diligent perform- 
ance of duty. Thus present suffering will be great- 
ly mitigated, and the way be prepared for future 
enlargement and deliverance. 


7. Since civil government is an ordinance of 


JEREMIAH XXIxX. 


to the captive Jews. 


the famine, and the pestilence, and will 
make them like vile figs, that cannot be 
eaten, they are so evil. 

18 And I will persecute them with the 
sword, with the famine, and with the 
pestilence, and will deliver them to be 
removed? to all the kingdoms of the 
earth, + to be a Yeurse, and an astonish- 
ment, and a hissing, and a reproach, 
among all the nations whither I have 
driven them: 

19 Because they have not hearkened to 
my words, saith the Lorn, which I ‘sent 
unto them by my servants the prophets, 
rising up early and sending them; but 
ye would not hear, saith the Lorp. 

20 4] Hear ye therefore the word of 
the Lorp, all ye of the * captivity, whom 
[t have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon: 

21 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the 
God of Israel, of Ahab the son of Kolai- 
ah, and of Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, 
which prophesy a lie unto you in my 
name; Behold, I will deliver them into 
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon; and he shall slay them before 
your eyes; 

22 And of them shall be taken up a 
‘curse" by all the captivity of Judah 
| which are in Babylon, saying, The Lorp 
make thee ike Zedekiah and like Ahab, 
whom the king of Babylon roasted in 
the “fire; 

23 Because Yihey have committed vil- 
lany in Isracl, and have committed adul- 
tery with their neighbors’ wives, and 
have spoken lying words in my name, 
which I have not commanded them; 
even I know, and am a witness, saith 
the Lorp. 

24 9 Thus shalt thou also speak to 
Shemaiah the § Nehelamite, saying, 

25 Thus speaketh the Lorp of hosts, 








Ezek. 36:24; Amos9:14; Micah 4:12; Zeph. 3:20, n Ezek, 
o chap. 24°8-10. p chap. 15:4; 34:17; Lev. 26:33; 
Heb. for. r chap, 24: 4; 32:33, 
t chap. 24; 5, v Dan, 3:6. 
Q Or, dreamer. 


q chap. 26:6. 
u Isa. 65:15, 
w chap, 23:14, 21. 








God. we are bound to seek the peace and welfare 
of the nation in which God's providence has in any 
way appointed our residence, and to yield a will- 
ing cbedience to all its laws, except only when 
they command what God forbids. Rom. 13:1; 
Acts 4:19. 

8, 9. The way of those who prophesy lies has al- 
ways been, first to quiet men’s consciences in sin 
until they fall into trouble, and then to encourage 


| them to seek deliverance from it in some other way 


than by repentance and submission to God’s will. 
10. [f we bear with patience and meekness the tri- 
als which God lays upon us. he will, at the appointed 
time, grant us a glorious deliverance from them. 
13. Heartiness and sincerity in seeking God in- 
sure @ gracious answer. 
15-19. They who desire to be flattered in rebel- 
lion against God, will find false prophets ready to 
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Return of the 


the God of Israel, saying, Because thou 
hast sent letters in thy name unto all 
the people that are at Jerusalem, and to 
Zephaniah* the son of Maaseiah the 
priest, and to all the priests, saying, 

26 The Lorp hath made thee priest in 
the stead of Jehoiada the priest, that ye 
should be “officers in the house of the 
Lorp, for every man that is *mad, and 
maketh himself a prophet, that thou 
shouldest put him in ‘prison, and in the 
stocks. 

27 Now therefore why hast thou not 
reproved Jeremiah of Anathoth, which 
maketh himself a prophet to you? 

28 For therefore he sent unto us zn 
Babylon, saying, This captivity is long: 
build’ ye houses and dwell zn them ; and 
plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 

29 And Zephaniah the priest read this 
letterin the ears of Jeremiah the prophet. 

30 §[ Then came the word of the Lorp 
unto Jeremiah, saying, 

31 Send to all them of the ‘captivity, 
saying, Thus saith the Lorp concerning 
Shemaiah the Nehelamite; & Because 
that Shemaiah hath prophesied unto you, 
and J sent him not, and he caused you 
to trust in a lie: 

32 Therefore thus saith the Lorn; Be- 
hold, I will punish Shemaiah the Nehe- 
lamite, and his seed: he shall not have a 
man to dwell among this people; neither 
shall he behold the good that I will do for 
my people, saith the Lorn; because he 
hath taught *rebellion against the Lorp. 


CHAPTER XXX. 


God showeth Jeremiah the return of the Jews. 4 
After their trouble they shall have deliverance. 10 
He comforteth Jacob. 18 Their return shall be gra- 
cious. 20 Wrath shall fall on the wicked. 


HE word that came to Jeremiah from 
the Lorp, saying, 

2 Thus speaketh the Lorp God of Is- 

racl, saying, "Write thee all the words 

that I have spoken unto thee in a book. 


_ 
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3 For lo, the days come, saith 43%; 53 


the Lorp, that 'I will bring again the 
captivity of my people Israel and Judah, 
saith the Lorp: and I will cause them 
to /return to the land that I gave to their 
fathers, and they shall possess it. 

4 J And these are the words that the 
Lorp spake concerning Israel and con- 
cerning Judah. 

5 For thus saith the Lorp; We have 
heard a voice of trembling, j of fear, and 
not of peace. 

6 Ask ye now, and see whether a #man 
doth travail with child? wherefore do I 
see every man with his hands on his 
loins, as a woman in travail, and all 
faces are turned into paleness ? 

7 Alas! for that * day is great, 'so that 
none is like it: it is even the time of 
Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved 
out of it. 

8 For it shall come to pass in that day, 
saith the Lorp of hosts, that 1 will break 
his yoke from off thy neck, and will 
burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no 
more serve themselves of him: 

9 But they shall serve the Lorp their 
God, and ™ David their king, whom I will 
raise »up unto them. 

10 J Therefore fear thou °not, O my 
servant Jacob, saith the Lorn; neither 
be dismayed, O Israel: for lo, I will 
save thee from afar, and thy seed from 
the land of their captivity; and Jacob 
shall return, and shall be in rest, and be 
quiet, and none shall make him afraid. 

11 For I am with thee, saith the Lorp, 
to save thee: though I make a full end 
of all nations whither I have scattered 
thee, Pyet will I not make a full end of 
thee; but I will correct thee in measure, 
and will not leave thee altogether un- 
punished. 

- 12 For thus saith the Lorp, Thy bruise 
is Mneurable, and thy wound 2s grievous. 

13 There is none to ‘plead thy cause, 





a chap. 21:1; 2 Kings, 25:18. b chap. 20:1,2, © 2 Kings, 
9:11; Acts 26:24. 4d chap. 38:6, 28; 2 Chron. 18:26. ¢ ver. 5. 
f ver. 20. g chap. 23:15, 16; 2 Pet. 2:1. * Heb. revolt; chap. 
98:16. h 2 Pet. 1:21; Rev. 1:19; 10:4. iver. 18; chap. 32:37; 
j chap. 16:15; Ezra3:1, 8, 


12; Ezek. 36:24. } Or, there 1s fear, and not peace. $ Heb. 
1 


male, k Joel2:11,31;.Zeph. 1:14; Rev. 6:17. Dan, 12:1. 
m Hosea3:5. 0 Lukel:69. © chap. 46: 27,28; Isa. 41:13 
44:2 p Amos9:8 4@2Chron, 36:16.- © 1 Tim, 2:5,6; 1 
John, 2: 1. 








flatter them; but it will only be for their utter and 
irremediable ruin. 

22. None do so much as false teachers to cor- 
rupt and ruin a nation; and against none does God 
threaten such severe judgments. Ver. 30-32. 

23. Lying words in doctrine, and villany in ses 
tice, generally go together, as in the case of hab 
and Zedekiah. 

CHAPTER XXX. 

2. All the words that I have spoken wnto 
thee ; namely, the words beginning with the fourth 
verse, and extending through this and the following 
chapter. Ina book; for the instruction and encour- 
agement of those future ages to which they refer. 

3. I will bring again the captivity of my 
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people; we are to understand here, as in other 
like predictions, the restoration from the Babylo- 
nish captivity, with all the higher deliverances that 
follow it to the end of time, and of which it is both 
an earnest and a pledge. See note on Isa. 55: 12. 

5. A voice of trembling ; in Jacob. Compare 
ver. 7. 

7. The time of Jacob’s trouble ; compare Dan. 
12:1. The great deliverances of God's church 
have been effected in “troublous times,” and the 
Scriptures frequently intimate that her final deliv- 
erance shall be connected with such times. Isa. 
29:7,8; Mat. 24:21; Rev. 16:13, 14; 19:19. 

12. Thy bruise—wound ; the calamities which 
thy sins have brought upon thee. 


Jews foretold. — 


: 
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Promises of 


he's: that* thou mayest bé bound up: 
thou® hast no healing medicines. 

14 All*thy lovers have forgotten thee; 
they seek thee not; for I have wounded 
thee with the wound of an ‘enemy, with 
the chastisement of a cruel one, for the 
multitude of thine iniquity; because thy 
sins? were increased. 

15 Why criest thou for thine affliction? 
thy sorrow 7s incurable for the multitude 
of thine iniquity : because thy sins were in- 
creased, [ have done these things unto thee. 

16 Therefore all they that * devour thee 
shall be devoured; and all thine adver- 
saries, every one of them, shall go into 
captivity ; and they that spoil thee shall 
be a spoil, and all that prey upon thee 
will I give for a prey. 

17 For I will restore ‘health unto thee, 
and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith 
the Lorp; because they called thee an 
Outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no 
man secketh after. 

18 §[ Thus saith the Lorn; Behold, I 
will bring again the captivity of Jacob's 
tents, and Shave mercy on his dwelling- 
places; and the city shall be builded 
upon her own ft heap, and the palace shall 
remain after the manner thereof. 

19 And out of themshall proceed thanks- 
giving" and the voice of'them that make 
merry: and [ will /multiply them, and 
they shall not be few; I will also glorify 
them, and they shall not be small. 

20 Their children also shall be as 
aforetime,* and their congregation shall 
be established before me, and I will pun- 
ish 'all that oppress them. 
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mercy to Jacob. 


21 And their nobles shall be of them- 
selves, and their ™governor shall proceed 
from the midst of them ; and I will cause 
him® to draw near, and he shall approach 
unto me: for who zs this that engaged 
his heart to approach unto me? saith 
the Lorp. 

21 And °yo shall be my people, and I 
will be your God. 

23 Behold, the whirlwind of the Lorp 
goeth forth with fury, a #continuing 
whirlwind: it shall $ fall with pain upon 
the head of the wicked. 

24 The fierce anger of the Lorp shall 
not return, until he have done it, and 
until he have performed the intents of 
his heart: in the latter days ye shall 
consider it. 


CHAPTER XXxXI. 


1 The restoration of Israel. 10 The publication there- 
of. 15 Rachel mourning is comforted. 18 Ephraim 
repenting is brought home again. 22 Christ is prom- 
ised. 27 His care over the church. 31 His new 
covenant. 35 The stability, 33 and amplitude of 
the church. 


T the same time, saith the Lorp, 
will be the God of all the families 
of Israel, and they shall be my people. . 

2 Thus saith the Lorp, The people 
which were left of the sword found grace 
in the wilderness ; even Israel, when PI 
went to cause him to rest. 

3 The Lorp hath appeared !lof old un- 
to me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee 
with an ‘everlasting love: therefore 
with* loving-kindness have I *drawn 
thee. 

4 Again I will build thee, and thou 
shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: thou 








* Heb for binding up, or pressing. « chap. 8:22; Isa.1:6.| 2:3. m Gen. 49:10. mo Num.16:5. © Ezek. 37:27. 4 Heb. 
b Lam. 1:2; Hosea 2:5,7. ¢ Lam. 2:5. d Lam. 5:16,17,| cutting. Q Or, remain. p Num. 10:33; Deut. 1:33. || Heb. 
e Ex. 23:22; Isa.33:1; 41:11,12, f chap.33:6. Psa. 23:3;| fromafar. 4 Mal.1:2. Fr Rom. 11:28,29. * Or, have J ex- 
103:3; 107:20. g Psa. 102:13. +¢ Or, little hill; Psa. 68:15,16. | tended loving kindness unto thee. 8 Hosea 11:4. 
Bb Isa. 51:11. i Psa 42:4. j Zec. 10:8 k Isa. 1:26. 1 chap. 

14. Thy lovers; the gentile nations, to whose INSTRUCTIONS. 


alliance the Jews trusted for salvation. 

- 16. Therefvre ; because the end which I have 
had in view in afflicting thee for thy sins was thy 
purification, not thy destruction. 

Heap ; or, as the margin, “hill.” Remain 
afte? the manner thereof; more exactly, “be 
inhabited after its manner;” that is, its former 
manner. 

21. Be of themselves; not be imposed upon 
them by foreigners. This has its highest fulfilment 
in Christ, the son of David, whom God has made 
Head over all things to the church. He in an 
emphatic sense draws near to God as the one Me- 
diator between God and man. Who ts this; an 
expression of admiring wonder. Compare Isaiah 
60:8. Engaged his heart ; literally, “ pledged 
___ his heart.” These words are peculiarly applicable 

to the Redeemer, who has solemnly given himself 
- to the work of intercession for men, and who con- 
ef approaches God in their behalf. Heb. 


23. The whirlwind—goeth forth; the deliv- 
erance of Zion is here, as elsewhere. connected 
with desolating judgments upon her enemies. 





3. Since every chastisement which God sends 
upon his covenant people is designed not for their 
destruction, but their purification, he will certainly 
deliver them from it, and make it in the end condu- 
cive to their increase and prosperity. Ver. 10, 11. 

7. The seasons of sharpest conflict to Zion have 
been, in a peculiar sense, those of her spiritual en- 
largement and deliverance. 

12-17. God’s visible church has more than once 
been in the condition of an outcast; within diseased 
by sin and error, and without despised and trod- 
den under foot by her enemies. But for the glory 
of his own name he has interposed in her behalf, 
bound up her wounds, and restored to her spiritual 
health and strength. 

18-24. The future overthrow of the wicked is as 
certain as the perpetual increase and joy of God’s 


people. 
CHAPTER XXXI. 

1. All the families of Israel ; all its tribes, 
whose restoration and conversion the prophets often 
foretell. Ezek. chap. 37. 

2. Which were left of the sword; whom the 
sword had spared. ots 


Israel, Rachel, and 


shalt again be adorned with thy *tabrets, 
and shalt go forth in the dances of them 
that make merry. 

5 Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the 
mountains of Samaria: the planters shall 
plant, and shall teat them as common 
things. 

6 For there shall be a day, that the 
watchmen upon the mount Ephraim 
shall ery, Arise ye, and let us go *up to 
Zion unto the Lorp our God. 

7 For thus saith the Lorp; Sing with 
sladness for Jacob, and shout among the 
chief of the nations: publish ye, praise 
ye, and say, O Lory, save thy people, the 
remnant of Israel. 

8 Behold, J will bring them from the 
north country, and >gather them from 
the coasts of the earth, and with them 
the blind and the lame, the woman with 
child and her that travaileth with *child 
together: a great company shall return 
thither. 

9 They shall come with 4 weeping, and 
with ? supplications ° willl lead them: I 
will cause them to walk by the rivers of 
waters’ in a straight way, wherein they 
shall not stumble: for I am a &father to 
Isracl, and Ephraim zs my "first-born. 

10 S{ Hear the word of the Lorn, O ye 
nations, and declare zt in the isles afar 
off, and say, He that scattered Israel will 
gather him, and keep‘ him, as a shepherd 
doth his flock. 

11 Forithe Lorn hath redeemed Jacob, 
and ransomed him from the hand of ham 
that was * stronger than he. 

12 Therefore they shall come and ‘sing 
in the ™height of Zion, and shall flow 
together to the goodness of the Lorn, for 
wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for 
the young of the flock and of the herd: 
and their soul shall be as a "watered 
garden; and they shall not °sorrow any 
more at all. 

13 Then shall the virgin rejoice in the 





* Or, timbrels. } Heb. profane them; Deut. 28:30. a Micah 
:2  »b Ezek. 20:34,41. ¢ Isa. 40:1).  d chap. 50:4; Psa. 


4: 
126:5,6; Mat.5:4. £ Or, favors; Zech, 12:10. e¢ Dan. 9317; 


Rom. 8:26. f Psa. 23:2; Isa. 35:7, 8; 43:19; 49:10, 11; Rev. 
7:17. g chap. 3:4,19; Isa. 63:16; 64:3; Mat.6:9.  b Ex. 
4:22, i Ezek. 34:12-l4. ) Isa. 44:23; 48:20. k Isa. 49: 24, 
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Ephraim comforted. 


dance, both young men and old *,™%37- 
together: for I will turn their mourning 
into joy, and will comfort them, and make 
them rejoice from their sorrow. 

14 AndI willsatiate the soul of the priests 
with fatness, and my people shall be sat- 
isfied with my goodness, saith the Lorn. 

15 YJ Thus saith the Lorp, PA voice 
was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and 
bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for her 
children refused to be comforted for her 
children, because they were not. 

16 Thus saith the Lorn, Refrain thy 
voice from weeping, and thine eyes from 
tears: for thy work shall be rewarded, 
saith the Lorp; and they shall come 
again’ from the land of the enemy. 

17 And there is hope in thine end, saith 
the Lorp, that thy children shall come 
again to their own border. 

18 4] I have surely heard Ephraim be- 
moaning himself thus ; 'Thou hast chas- 
tised me, and I was chastised, as a *bul- 
lock unaccustomed /o the yoke: turn*tthou 
me, and I shall be turned; for thou art 
the Lorp my God. 

19 Surely, "after that I was turned, I 
repented; and after that I was instructed, 
I smote upon my thigh: I was ashamed, 
yea, even confounded, because I did bear 
the reproach of Ymy youth. 

20 Js Ephraim my dear son? is he a 
pleasant child ? for “since I spake against 
him I do earnestly remember him still: 
therefore my bowels Sare troubled for 
him; I will surely have mercy upon him, 
saith the Lorp. 

21 Set thee up waymarks, make’ thee 
high heaps: set *thy heart toward the 
highway, even the way which thou went- 
est: turn again, O virgin of Israel, turn 
againY to these thy cities. 

22 S| How “long wilt thou go about, O 
thou backsliding daughter? for the Lorp 
hath created a new thing in the earth, 
A woman shall compass a man. 





253) Mat: 22:29) 41 Isa. 35: 10; 
68:11, o Rev. 21:4. : 
r Psa. 39:8,9. 8 Hosea l0:1), ¢ Psa. 80:3,7,19; Lam, 5:21. 
wu? Corny alk v Job 13:25," w Lam. 3:31,32. Heb, 
sound ; Isa. 63:15. y chap. 3:14; Zech. 10:9. 


x chap. 50:5, 
2 chap, 2: 18, 36. 





6. Let us go up to Zion; these words predict 
the healing of the great schism between Judah 
and Israel. Compare 1 Kings, 12: 26-28. 

9. By the rivers of waters; compare Isa. 35: 6, 
ye 5d bees We 

15. Ramah—Rachel weeping ; Rachel “ was 
buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethle- 
. hem,” as Jacob journeyed from the north. That 
her grave was near Ramah, which lay a few miles 
north of Bethlehem, is plain from 1 Sam. 10: 2. 
Here she is represented, by a beautiful figure, as 
weeping from her torab over her lost children. 
The words apply to any desolation of that region, 
and are peculiarly applicable to that which Herod 
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made by the slaughter of the children in Bethle- 
hem and its coasts. Mat. 2: 16-18. 

18. Ephraim; that is, Israel, so named from 
one of the principal tribes. 

19. After that Iwas turned; turned by God's 
grace from rebellion to obedience. J repented; 
though conversion begins in repentance, and is al- 
ways effected by God’s grace, the deepest repent- 
ance comes after it. 

21. Waymarks; to mark out the road that 
leads from captivity home again. 

22. Go about ; wander about in the service of 
false gods. A woman shall compass a man; 
commonly interpreted of our Lord’s miraculous 





Owe one! tpn se mel ee a 








God's new and 
AM. 3998. 93 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, 


BC 66. 
the God of Israel; As yet they shall use 
this speech in the land of Judah and in 
the cities thereof, when I[ shall bring 
again their captivity; The Lorp bless 
thee, O habitation of *justice, and moun- 
tain of » holiness. 

24 And there shall dwell in Judah it- 
self, and in all the cities thereof together, 
husbandmen, and they that go forth with 
flocks. 

25 For I¢have satiated the weary soul, 
and I have ‘replenished every sorrowful 
soul. 

26 Upon this I awaked,and beheld; and 
my sleep was sweet unto me. 

27 J Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lorp, that I will *sow the house of Is- 
rael and the house of Judah with the 
seed of man, and with the seed of beast. 

28 And it shall come to pass, that like 
as I have watched over them, to pluck 
up, and to break down, and to throw 
down, and to destroy, and to afflict; so 
will I watch over them, to build, and to 
plant, saith the Lorp. 

29 In those days they shall say no more, 
The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and 
the children’s teeth are set on edge. 

30 But every one shall die for his own 
iniquity: every man that cateth the sour 
grape, his teeth shall be set on edge. 

31 YJ Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lorp, that I will make a new ‘covenant 
with the house of Israel, and with the 
house of Judah: 

32 Not according to the covenant that 
I made with their fathers, in the day 
that | took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt; which 
my covenant they brake, *although I was 
a husband unto them, saith the Lorp: 

33 But this shall be the covenant that 


@ Psa 122:5-8. »b Zech 8:3 ec Isa. 40-4; Mat. 11:28 
d Luke 1:53; John 4:14. e Ezek 36:9-11; Hosea2: 23. f Ezek 
37:26; Heb. 8: 8-12; 10:16,17. * Or, should I have continued. 
z chap, 24:7; Rom. 7:22. b Isa. 54.13; John6:45; 1 John, 








conception in the womb of the virgin Mary; and 
this agrees well with the context, for his incarna- 
tion was the highest pledge that God could give 
the church of his love for her, and his purpose to 
redeem her from the power of her enemies. 

26. Awaked; from prophetic vision. Beheld ; 
considered the vision. y sleep; that is, what 
was revealed to me in my sleep. 

31. A new covenant ; the gospel economy in 
contrast with the Mosaic. This new covenant is 
the carrying out of the original covenant made 
with Abraham. Compare chap. 32: 38-40; Ezek. 
37: 24-28; Heb. 8: 8-13. 

37. Can be measured—searched out—I will 
also cast off; God's faithfulness to his covenant 
en ments is as infinite as his works. 

‘ From the tower of Hananeel ; the site of 
this, and of most of the other places named in con- 
nection with it, is uncertain. But the general mean- 


ing is, that Jerusalem shall be greatly enlarged. 
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everlasting covenant. 


I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, saith the Lorn; I will 
put my law in their £inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts ; and will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. ; 

34 And they shall teach no more every 
man his neighbor, and every man his 
brother, saying, Know the Lorp: for 
they" shall all know me, from the least 
of them unto the greatest of them, saith 
the Lorn: for I will ‘forgive their ini- 
quity, and I will remember their sin*no 
more. 

35 Y Thus saith the Lorn, which giv- 
eth the sun for a light by day, and the 
ordinances of the moon and of the stars 
for a light by night, which Jdivideth the 
sea when the waves thereof roar; The 
Lorp of hosts 7s his name: 

36 If those *ordinanees depart from 
before me, saith the Lorn, then the seed 
of Israel also shall cease from being a 
nation before me for ever. 

37 Thus saith the Lorn; If heaven 
above can be measured, and the founda- 
tions of the earth searched out beneath, 
I will also cast off all the sced of Israel 
for all that they have done, saith the 
Lorp. 

38 § Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lorp, that the city shall be built to the 
Lorp from the 'tower of Hananeel unto 
the gate of the corner. 

39 And the ™measuring line shall yet 
zo forth over against it upon the hill Ga- 
reb, and shall compass about to Goath. 

40 And the whole valley of the dead 
bodies, and of the ashes, and all the 
fields unto the brook of Kidron, unto the 
corner of the "horse gate toward the east, 
shall be ° holy unto the Lorn; it shall not 
be plucked up, nor thrown down any 
more for ever. 

5:20. i chap. 33:8; 50:20; Micah 7:18; Acts10: 43; 13:39; 
Eph. 1:7 3 Ex. 14:21,22; Isa. 51:15, k chap. 33: 20-22; Psa. 


148:6; Isa. 64:9,10. I Neh.3:1; Zech. 14:10. m Zech, 2:1, 2. 
on Neh. 3.28 0 Joel 3:17, 








We may well believe that this shall be literally 
fulfilled when “all Israel shall be saved ;” yet the 
enlarging of the literal Jerusalem, must still be a 
sign of the enlargement of the church universal. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. Our assurance of the perpetuity of God's 
church, and her continued increase from age to 
age, rests not on the stability of human counsels, 
but on God’s everlasting love for her. What he 
has undertaken, self-moved, for the manifestation 
of his own glory, he will carry on to perfection. 

9-14. When God’s people repent of their sins, 
and seek his face with weeping and supplication, 
he will turn their tears to songs of joy. Their 
condition is never so desperate that he cannot, with 
infinite ease, restore to them more than their for- 
mer prosperity, and make their souls, by his grace, 
like a watered garden full of the fruits of right- 
eousness. 

15-17. Great and bitter bereavements often 


Jeremiah buyeth 


CHAPTER XXXII. 


1 Jeremiah, being imprisoned by Zedekiah for his proph- 
ecy, 6 buyeth Hanameel’s field. 13 Baruch must 
preserve the evidences, as tokens of the people’s re- 
turn. 16 Jeremiah in his prayer complaineth to 
God. 26 God confirmeth the captivity for their sins, 
36 and promiseth a gracious return. 

HE word that came to Jeremiah from 

the Lorp in the *tenth year of Zed- 
ekiah king of Judah, which was the eigh- 
teenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. 

2 For then the king of Babylon’s army 
besieged Jerusalem: and Jeremiah the 
prophet was shut up in the ‘court of 
the prison, which was in the king of Ju- 
dah’s house. 

. 3 For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut 

him up, saying, Wherefore dost thou 

prophesy, and say,? Thus saith the Lorn, 

Behold, I will give this city into the hand 

of the king of Babylon, and he shall 

take it; 

4 And Zedekiah king of Judah shall 
not “escape out of the hand of the Chal- 
deans, but shall surely be delivered into 
the hand of the king of Babylon, and 
shall speak with him mouth to mouth, 
and his eyes shall behold his eyes ; 

5 And he shall lead Zedekiah to Bab- 
ylon, and there shall he be funtil I visit 
him, saith the Lorp: though ye &fight 
with the Chaldeans, ye shall not pros- 
per? 

6 4 And Jeremiah said, The word of 
the Lorp came unto me, saying, 

7 Behold, Hanameel the son of Shal- 
lum thine uncle shall come unto thee, 
saying, Buy thee my field that zs in An- 
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Hanameel’s field. 


athoth: for the "right of redemp- 4,™.°¢ 
tion zs thine to buy it. 

8 So Hanameel mine uncle’s son came 
to me in the court of the prison accord- 
ing to the word of the Lorp, and said 
unto me, Buy my field, I pray thee, that 
is in Anathoth, which is in the country 
of Benjamin: for the right of inheritance 
ts thine, and the redemption its thine; 
buy zt for thyself. Then I knew that 
this was the word of the Lorp. 

9 And I bought the field of Hanameel 
my unele’s son, that was in Anathoth, 
and' weighed him the money, even *sev- 
enteen shekels of silver. 

10 AndI?t subscribed the evidence, and 
sealed zt, and took witnesses, and weigh- 
ed him the money in the balances. 

11 So I took the evidence of the pur- 
chase, both that which was sealed accord- 
ing to the law and custom, and that 
which was open: 

12 And I gave the evidence of the pur- 
chase unto JBaruch the son of Neriah, 
the son of Maaseiah, in the sight of Ha- 
nameel mine uncle’s son, and in the pres- 
ence of the * witnesses that subscribed 
the book of the purchase, before all the 
Jews that sat in the court of the prison. 

13 §| And I charged Baruch before 
them, saying, 

14 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the 
God of Israel; Take these evidences, this 
evidence of the purchase, both which is 
sealed, and this evidence which is open}; 
and put them in an earthen vessel, that 
they may continue many days. 





a chap. 39:1,2; 2 Kings, 25:1,2. bchap. 33:1; 37:21; 38:6; 
39:13, 14. ¢ Neh. 3:25. 4 chap. 34:2, 3; 38: 18,23. e chap. 
39:4-6; 52:9-11. f chap. 27:22. g chap.21:4,5; 33:5, h Lev. 


25: 24-32; Ruth 4:4. i Gen. 23:16; Zech. 11:12. * Or, seven 
shekels and ten pieces of silver, { Heb. wrote inthe book, j chap. 
36:4. k Isa. 8:2. 





befall the church, and make her like a tender 
mother weeping for her lost children. But God 
restores to her a spiritual offspring more abundant 
than the former, and thus her youth and vigor are 
renewed from age to age. Psa. 22:30; 110:3; 
Tsa.:49: 20,21 3.03210, 45. 

18, 19. In the beginning divine chastisements 
commonly stir up the rebellion and opposition of 
the human heart; but in God’s children, their final 
effect is to produce deep humiliation and self- 
abasement before him. This is the signal that 
they have accomplished their object and will be 
speedily removed. 

20. i the severest trials which God sends upon 
his children, he feels a fatherly compassion for 
them ; he afflicts them for their profit, that they 
may be partakers of his holiness, and will in due 
time grant them a merciful deliverance. 

26. God’s precious promises concerning Zion 
have ever been the support and consolation of all 
her true children. 

28. God breaks down the kingdom of Satan to 
destroy it for ever; but when he breaks down the 
walls of Zion, it is that he may afterwards build 
them again of wider dimensions and in a nobler 
form. Ver. 38-40. 

31-34. The new covenant made by (¥od in Christ 
is spiritual in its nature, and the evidence of our 





personal interest in it is to be sought, not in our 
outward relations, but in the inward state of our 
affections. If God’s law be written in our hearts, 
then its blessings are ours, but not otherwise. 

39-37. Nothing is so stable as God’s promises. 
The ordinances of heaven he established, and he 
can remove them. But his word nothing can re- 
move. It stands fast for ever and ever. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 
1. The tenth year of Zedekiah ; within about 
ar icer of the final capture of the city. Chap. 
39:2. 


2. Shut up in the court of the prison; see 
chap. 37:21; 38: 28. 

5. There shall he be; that is, as a captive. 
I visit him ; see note on chap. 34:5. 

7. The right of redemption is thine; the 
lands of the Israelites were inalienable; when a 
man had occasion to sell a field, his nearest kins- 
man had the right of purchasing it, and it returned 
to its former owner or his children at the year of 
jubilee. Lev. 25: 23-34. 

11. Sealed—open ; two evidences of sale were 
prepared: the one sealed and carefully laid up for 
future use, in case of doubt or litigation; the other 
a copy not sealed and left open, that its contents 
might at any time be read. ' 


a 
a 














‘The prophet’s prayer, 
4-M.s4. 15 For thus saith the Lorp of 


hosts, the God of Israel; *Houses and 
fields and vineyards shall be possessed 
again in this land. 

16 4] Now when I had delivered the 
evidence of the purchase unto Baruch 
the son of Neriah, I prayed unto the 
Lorp, saying, 

17 Ah, Lord Gop! behold, ®thou hast 
made the heaven and the earth by thy 
great power and stretched out arm, and 
there is nothing *too © hard for thee: 

18 Thou!‘ showest loving-kindness unto 
thousands, and recompensest the iniquity 
of the fathers into the bosom of their chil- 
dren after them: TheGreat, The * Mighty 
God, The Lorp of ‘hosts, zs his name ; 

19 Great® in counsel, and mighty in 
work:t for "thine eyes are open upon 
all the ways of the sons of men, to ‘give 
every one according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings: 

20 Which hast set signs and wonders 
in the land of Egypt, even unto this day, 
and in Israel, and among other men; and 
hast made thee a/name, as at this day: 

21 And hast brought forth thy people 
Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs, 
and with wonders, and with a strong 
hand, and with a stretched out arm, and 
with great terror ; 

22 And hast given them this land, which 
thou didst ‘swear to their fathers to give 
them, a!land flowing with milk and honey; 

23 And they came in, and possessed it; 
but ™they obeyed not thy voice, neither 
walked in thy law ; they have done noth- 
ing of all that thou commandedst them 
to do: therefore "thou hast caused all 
this evil to come upon them. 

24 Behold the + mounts, they are come 
unto the city to take it; and the city is 
given into the hand of the Chaldeans 
that fight against it, because of the sword, 
and of the famine, and of the pestilence: 
and what thou hast spoken is come to 
pass; and behold, thou seest it. 

25 And thou hast said unto me, O Lord 
Gop, Buy thee the field for money, and 
take witnesses; § for the city is given into 
the hand of the Chaldeans. 
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and its answer. 


26 9] Then came the word of the Lorp 
unto Jeremiah, saying,. 

27 Behold, lamthe Lorp,° the God of all 
flesh: is there any thing too hard for me? 

28 Therefore thus saith the Lorp; ? Be- 
hold, I will give this city into the hand 
of the Chaldeans, and into the hand of 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and he 
shall take it: 

29 And the Chaldeans, thatfight against 
this city, shall come and set fire on this 
city, and burn it with the houses, upon 
whose roofs they have offered incense 
unto Baal, and poured out drink-offerings 
unto other gods, to provoke me to anger. 

30 Forthe children of Israel and the chil- 
dren of Judah have only done evil’ before 
me fromtheir youth: for the children of Is- 
raelhave only ‘provoked me to anger with 
the work of their hands, saith the Lorp. 

31 For this city hath been to meas la 
provocation of mine anger and of my 
fury from the day that they built it even 
unto this day, that I should "remove it 
from before my face ; 

32 Because of all the evil of the chil- 
dren of Israel and of the children of Ju- 
dah, which they have done to provoke 
me to anger, ‘they, their kings, their 
princes, their priests, and their prophets, 
and the men of Judah, and the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem. 

33 And they have turned unto me the 
back,** and not the face: though I taught 
them, rising up early and teaching them; 
yet they have not hearkened to receive 
instruction. 

34 But they set their abominations in 
the house which is called by my name, 
to defile it. 

35 And they built the high places of Baal, 
which are in the valley of the son of Hin- 
nom, to cause theirsons and their daugh- 
ters to pass through the fire unto¥ Molech; 
which I commanded them not, neither 
came it into my mind, that they should do 
this abomination, to cause Judah to sin. 

36 § And now therefore thus saith the 
Lorp, the God of Israel, concerning this 
city, whereof ye say, *It shall be deliv- 
ered into the hand of the king of Baby- 





@ ver. 37, 43, 44. * Or, hid from; Isa. 
46:9,10, © ver.27; Gen, 18:14; Luke1:37. da Deut. 5:10. 
e Isa. 9:6. f chap. 10:16. g Isa. 28:29. f Heb. doing, b Heb. 
4:13. i chap. 17:10; Rev.2:23. j) Ex. 9:16; 1 Chron, 17:21; 

\ Ex, 3:8, 


b 2 Kings, 19: 15. 








33:4. % Or,though. o Num. 16:22. pver.3. 4 chap.37: 8,10; 
52:13. rchap. 19:13. s chap. 3:25; Gen, 8:21. t Ezek. 20:28, 
|| Heb. for my. u 2 Kings, 23:27; 24:3, 4. v Isa. 1:4, 6; Dan. 
9:8 * Heb, neck. Ww chap.7:24. x chap, 23:11; 2 Kings, 
21:4-7; Ezek. 8:5,6. y Lev, 18:21. % ver. 24, 28. 





33. Turned unto me the back, and not the 
face; gone away from me, instead of coming to 


me. 

36. Ye say, It shall be delivered ; the threat- 
ened delivery of Jerusalem into the hand of Neb- 
uchadnezzar seemed to the people to be the extine- 
tion of all their hopes for the future. God assures 
them that, though this shall take place, there shall 
be a future restoration. 
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God promiseth 


lon by the sword, and by the famine, 
and by the pestilence ; j 

37 Behold, *I will gather them out of all 
countries, whither I have driven them in 
mine anger, and in my fury, and in great 
wrath ; andI will bring them again unto this 
place, and I will cause them to*dwellsafely: 

38 And ‘they shall be my people, and 
I will be their God: 

39 And I will give them ‘one heart, 
and one way, that they may fear me *for 
ever, for the good of them, afd of their 
children after them: 

40 And I will *make an everlasting 
covenant with them, that J will not turn 
away Tfrom them, to do them good; but 
I will put my fear in their hearts, that 
they shall not depart from me. 

41 Yea, I will frejoice over them to do 
them good, and I will plant them in this 
land #assuredly with my whole heart 
and with my whole soul. 

42 For thus saith the Lorn; Like as I 
have brought all this great evil upon this 
people, ®so will I bring upon them all the 
good that I have promised them. 

43 And ‘fields shall be bought in this 
land, whereof ye say, Jt 2s desolate with- 
out man or beast; it is given into the 
hand of the Chaldeans. 

44 Men shall buy fields for money, and 
subscribe Jevidences, and seal them, and 
take witnesses in the * land of Benjamin, 
and in the places about Jerusalem, and in 
the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the 
mountains, and in the cities of the valley, 
and in the cities of the south; for I will 
cause their captivity to!return, saith the 
Lorp. 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 


1 God promiseth to the captivity a gracious return, 9 a 

joyful state, 12a settled government, 15 Christ the 

ranch of righteousness, 17a continuance of kingdom 
and priesthood, 20 and a stability of a blessed seed. 


OREOVER the word of the Lorp 
came unto Jeremiah the second time, 


a chap, 29:14; Deut. 30: 3-6; Ezek. 37:21,22. b Joel 3:20; 





Zech. 14:11. ¢ chap. 31:33. qd Isa. 52:8; Ezek. 11:19, 20. 
* Heb. all days. © chap. 31:31-33; Isa, 55:3. + Heb. from 
after, f Deut.30:9; Zeph. 3:17.  g Amos9:15.  $ Heb. in 


truth, or stability. h chap. 33:10,11. i ver. 15. 
k chap. 17:26. 1 Psa, 126: 1-4. m chap. 32:2, 3. 


J ver. 10-12. 
n Isa. 37: 26. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-15. The purchase which Jeremiah made of Ha- 
nameel was a pledge from God to his covenant peo- 
ple, that though for’a season excluded from the tad 
of Canaan, they should yet be restored to the posses- 
sion of it; so all the present partial and limited vic- 
tories which God grants to his church over the king- 
dom of Satan, are earnests and pledges of the univer- 
sal victory that is reserved for her in coming ages. 
__ 25. We should not judge of the prospects of 
God’s cause by present appearances, but by his 
promises. The darkest nights of the church’s afflic- 
tion lead to a glorious dawn. 

26-44. God knows how to pour out his wrath 
upon his visible church for her sins in such a man- 
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@ gracious return. 


while he was yet ™shut up in the 4,%,5# 
court of the prison, saying, 

2 Thus saith the Lorp the maker there- 
of, *the Lorp that formed it, to establish 
it; The Lorp ts his °name; 


3 Call Punto me, and I will answer © 


thee, and show thee great and !! mighty 
things, which thou knowest not. ‘ 

4 For thus saith the Lorp, the God of 
Israel, concerning the houses of this city, 
and concerning the houses of the kings 
of Judah, which are thrown down by the 
mounts,1 and by the sword ; 

5 They come to fight with the Chalde- 
ans, ' but zt zs to fill them with the dead 
bodies of men; whom I have slain in 
mine anger and in my fury, and for all 
whose wickedness I have hid my face 
from this city. 

6 Behold, I will bring it health and cure, 
and I willcure them, and will reveal unto 
them the tabundance of peace and truth. 

7 And I will cause the captivity of Ju- 
dah and the captivity of Israel to return, 
and will build them, as "at the first. 

8 AndI will’ cleanse them from all their 
iniquity, whereby they have sinned against 
me; and] will “pardon all their iniquities, 
whereby they have sinned, and whereby 
they have transgressed against me. 

9 4 And it shall be to me a name of 
joy, a *praise and an honor before all 
the nations of the earth, which shall 
hear all the good that I do unto them: 
and they shall ¥fear and tremble for all 
the goodness and for all the prosperity 
that I procure unto it. 

10 Thus saith the Lorp; Again there 
shall be heard in this place, which ye 
say shall be desolate without man and 
without beast, even in the cities of Judah, 
and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are 
desolate, without man, and without in- 
habitant, and without beast, 

11 The *voice of joy and the voice of 


gladness; the voice of the bridegroom — 





@ Heb. JEHOVAH. © Amos5:8; 9:6. 
91:15. {| Heb. Ardden; Isa. 48:6. 
21:4,5. 8s chap. 30:17. t Ex. 34:6; Isa. 55:7; John 10:10; 
Tit. 3:5,6; Heb. 6:17, 18; 1 Pet. 1:3. u Isa. 1:26. v Ezek. 
36:25; Zech. 13:1; 1 John,1:9; Rev.1:5. w chap. 31:34. 
x chap.13:11; Isa.62:7. y Isa. 60:5. 2 ch. 25:10; Rev. 18:23. 


P chap. 29:12; Psa, 
q chap. 32:24. r chap. 





ner that her present overthrow shall be the means 
of her purification and renovation, and the intro- 
duction of a new and more glorious era in her his- 
tory. Chap. 33: 1-14. 


CHAPTER XXXII. , 

2. The maker thereof—that formed it; the 
words “ thereof” and “it” seem to refer to God’s 
gracious purpose concerning his covenant people 
that is revealed in the present chapter. 

do. To fill them; the houses*mentioned ver. 4. 

6. I will bring tt health and cure; God will 
not abate his present judgments upon Jerusalem, 
but he gives the gracious assurance of a future 





restoration. 


a SES Re a 
i ey, Pas 














Christ the Branch. 


4. M24 and the voice of the bride; the 
voice of them that shall say, * Praise the 
Lorp of hosts: for the Lorp is good; for 
his mercy endureth for ever: and of them 
that shall bring the sacrifice of praise 
into the house of the Lorp. For I will 
cause to return the captivity of the land, 
as at the first, saith the Lorp. 

12 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; Again 
in this place, which is desolate without 
man and without beast, and in all the cit- 
ies thereof, shall be a habitation of shep- 
herds causing thezr " {locks to lie down. 

13 In the cities of the “mountains, in 
the cities of the vale, and in the cities 
of the south, and in the land of Benjamin, 
and in the places about Jerusalem, and 
in the cities of Judah, shall the flocks 
pass again under the hands of him that 
telleth them, saith the Lorn. 

14 Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lorp, that I will perform that good thing 
which I have promised unto the house 
of Israel and to the house of Judah. 

15 4 Inthose days, and at that time, will 
I cause the 4Branch of righteousness to 
grow up unto David; and he shall execute 
judgment and ° righteousness in the land. 

16 In ‘those days shall Judah be saved, 
and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and 
this is the name wherewith she shall be 
called, *The Lorp our righteousness. 

17 §} For thus saith the Lorn; t David 
shall "never want a man to sit upon the 
throne of the house of Israel ; 

18 Neither shall the priests the Levites 
want a man before me to ‘offer burnt- 
offerings, and to kindle meat-offerings, 
and to do sacrifice continually. 

19 4 And the word of the Lorp came 
unto Jeremiah, saying, 

20 Thus saith the Lorn; jIf ye can 
break my covenant of the day, and my 
covenant of the night, and that there 

a2Chron. 5:13; Ezra3:11%; Psa. 136:1; Isa. 1 2:4. b ‘Isa. 





210. ¢ chap, 60:19, 20, 4d Isa. 4:2; 11:1; Zech. 6:12, 13. 

e Isa. 42:21. f chap. 23:6, * Heb. Jehovah-tsidkenu. g 1 Cor. 
: 30. eb. There shall not be cut off from David. h 2 Sam. 
7314-16; 1 Kings, 2:4; Psa. 89:29, 36; Isa. 9:7; Luke 1:32, 33. 
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The covenant of God. 


should not-be day and night in their 
season ; 

21 Then may also my *covenant be 
broken with David my servant, thai he 
should not have a son to reign upon his 
throne ; and with the Levites the priests, 
my ministers. 

22 As the host of ‘heaven cannot be 
numbered, neither the sand of the sea 
measured ; ™so will I multiply the sced 
of David my servant, and the Levites 
that minister unto me. 

23 Moreover the word of the Lorp 
came to Jeremiah, saying, 

24 Considerest thou not what this peo- 
ple have spoken, saying, The "two fam- 
ilies which the Lorp hath chosen, he 
hath even cast them off? thus they have 
despised my people, that they should be 
no more a nation before them. 

25 Thus saith the Lorn; If °my cove- 
nant be not with day and night, and if I 
have not appointed the ordinances of 
heaven and earth ; 

26 Then will I cast away the seed of 
Jacob, and David my servant, so that I 
will not take any of his seed fo be rulers 
over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob; for PI will cause their captivity 
to return, and have mercy on them. 


CHAPTER XXXIV. 


1 Jeremiah prophesieth the captivity of Zedekiah and 
the city. S ‘The princes and the people having dis- 
missed their bondservants, contrary to the covenant 
of God, reassume them. 12 Jeremiah, for their dis- 
obedience, giveth them and Zedekiah into the hands 
of their enemies. 


HE word which came unio Jeremiah 
from the Lorp, when Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, and all his army, 
and all the kingdoms of the earth + of 
his dominion, and all the people, fought 
against Jerusalem, and against all the 
cities thereof, saying, 
i Rom. 15:16; 1 Pet. 2:5,9; Rev. 1:6 
64:9,10. & 2Sam.23:5. I chap, 31:37. 
n ver. 21,22. o Gen. 8:22; Psa. 74:16, 17. 


q chap. 39:1, etc.; 52:4, etc.; 2 Kings, 25: 1, etc. 
dominion of his hand. 





j Psa. 89:37; Isa. 
m Rev. 7:9, 10. 
p Ezra 2:1, 70. 
t Heb. the 





15. The Branch—unto David; the Messiah, 
Compare Isa. 11:1. 

17. David shall never want a man ; literally, 
“ there shall not be cut off to David a man;” that 
is, his royal line shall not become extinct so that 
his kingdom can never be restored and perpetuated 
in his offspring. For their chastisement, Grod pro- 
hibited David’s children from the exercise of the 
kingly office through a long period of time, 2 Sam. 
7:14; but the kingdom itself was reserved for 
Christ the son of David. Luke 1:32, 33. Compare 
verse 26. 

18. Neither shall the priests the Levites 
want a man; after a temporary suspension, the 
Levitical priesthood was restored and continued 
till it was superseded by the perfect priesthood of 
ty which it typified. Heb. 7: 1-3, 11, 12, 








24. This people ; probably the Chaldeans, who 
were besieging the city. The two families; 
Judah and Israel. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

To the Old Testament church, the promise of a 
coming Saviour was the highest possible pledge 
that the gates of hell should never prevail against 
her. She could not perish, because of her was to 
come the Redeemer of men. The victory gained 
by Christ over the prince of this world, and his 
exaltation to the right hand of God, are, in like 
manner, a perfect pledge to the Christian church 
that God will make her triumphant over all oppo- 
sition. Sooner shall heaven and earth pass away 
than Christ, to whom the Father has given all power 
in heaven and earth, fail of subduing all things to 
himself. 1 Cor. 15: 24-26. 

959 


Transient reformation, 


2 Thus saith the Lorn, the God of Is- 
racl; Go and speak to Zedekiah king of 
Judah, and tell him, Thus saith the Lorn; 
Behold, *[ will give this city into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn 
it with fire: 

3 And thou shalt not escape out of his 
hand, but shalt surely be taken, and de- 
livered into his hand; and thine eyes 
shall behold the eyes of the king of 
Babylon, and *he shall speak with thee 
mouth to mouth, and thou shalt go to 
Babylon. 

4 Yet hear the word of the Lorp, O 
Zedekiah king of Judah; Thus saith the 
Lorp of thee, Thou shalt not dic by the 
sword ; 

5 But thou shalt die in peace: and with 
the "burnings of thy fathers, the former 
kings which were before thee, so shall 
they burn odors for thee; and they will 
lament* thee, saying, Ah, lord! for | have 
pronounced the word, saith the Lorp. 

6 Then Jeremiah the prophet spake all 
these words unto Zedekiah king of Judah 
in Jerusalem, 

7 When the king of Babylon’s army 
fought against Jerusalem. and against 
all the cities of Judah that were left, 
against Lachish, and against Azekah: 
for 4these defenced cities remained of 
the cities of Judah. 

8 § This is the word that came unto 
Jeremiah from the Lor», after that the 
king Zedekiah had made a covenant with 
all the people which were at Jerusalem, 
to proclaim °liberty unto them: 

9 That every man should let his man- 
servant, and every man his maid-ser- 
vant, being a Hebrew or a Hebrewess, 
go free; that none should serve himself 
of them, to wit, of a Jew &his brother. 

10 Now when all the princes, and all 
the people, which had entered into the 
covenant, heard that every one should 
let his man-servant, and every one his 
maid-servant, go free, that none should 
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and sure destruction. 


serve themselves of them any *3%.*? 


way 


more; then they obeyed, and let them go. — 


11 But afterwards they turned, and 
caused the servants and the handmaids, 
whom they had let go free, to return, and 
brought them into subjection for servants 
and for handmaids. 

12 §] Therefore the word of the Lorp 
came to Jeremiah from the Lorp, saying, 

13 Thus saith the Lorp, the God of 


Israel; I made a covenant with your 


fathers in the day that I brought them 
forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondmen, saying, 


14 At"the end of seven years let ye go 


every man his brother a Hebrew, which 
hath t been sold unto thee; and when he 
hath served thee six years, thou shalt let 
him go free from thee: but your fathers 
hearkened not unto me, neither inclined 
their ear. 

15 And ye were +now turned, and had 
done right in my sight, in proclaiming 
liberty every man to his neighbor; and 
ye had made a ‘covenant before me in the 
house § which is called by my name: 

16 But ye turned and polluted’ my name, 
and caused every man his servant, and 
every man his handmaid, whom he had 
set at liberty at their pleasure, to return, 
and brought them into * subjection, to be 
unto you for servants and for handmaids. 

17 Therefore thus saith the Lorp; Ye 
have not hearkened unto me, in pro- 
claiming liberty, every one to his broth- 
er, and every man to his neighbor: be- 
hold, I '!proclaim a liberty for you, saith 
the Lorp, to the "sword, to the pesti- 
lence, and to the famine; and | will 
make you lito be "removed into all the 
kingdoms of the earth. 

18 And I will give the men that have 
transgressed my covenant, which have 
not performed the words of the covenant 
which they had made before me, when 
they° cut the calf in twain, and passed 
between the parts thereof, 





achap, 21:10; 32:28,29. * Heb. Ais mouth shall speak to thy 


mouth, » 2Chron. 16:14; 21:19. ¢ chap. 22:18, 4d 2 Kings, 
18:13; 19.8. e Lev.25:10. f Neh.5:.1. g Lev. 24:39-46; 
1Cor. 6:3. h Ex, 21:2; Deut.15:12. + Or, sold himself. 





CHAPTER XXXIV. 

5. From a comparison of this verse with chap. 
32:5, it appears that Zedekiah, though never re- 
stored to his throne, was after some time released 
from close confinement, and treated with the honor 
due to his former dignity. The same was true of 
Jehoiachin. 2 Kings, 20: 27-30. 

7. Lachish—Azekah ; cities in the plain coun- 
try of Judah, south-west of Jerusalem. 

8. To proclaim liberty unto them ; that is, 
to the Hebrew man-servants and maid-servants, in 
compliance with the law of Moses. Ex. 21:2. 
This proclamation seems to have been made under 
the pressure of the siege. But afterwards, when 
the Chaldean army had temporarily departed from 
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t Heb. to day. i2Kaings, 23:3; Neh. 10:29, Heb. whereupon 
my name is called. j Ex. 20:7; Lev. 19:12. Mat. 18: 28-34. 
1 Mat. 7:2; Gal. 6:7; James 2:13. m chap. 32;36. |} Heb. for 
aremoving. 1 chap, 29:18; Deut. 28:25, 64. o Gen. 15; 10, 17. 





Jerusalem, ver. 21, 22, the princes and people 
again reduced to bondage their servants whom 
they had set free. Ver. 11. 

16. Polluted my name; by violating their 
covenant made before God in his house; an act of 
shameless perjury. 

18. Passed between the parts; compare Gen. 
15:10, 17. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1-7. They who persist in acting contrary to God's 
declared will, involve themselves in irremediable 
ruin. 

11. Those acts of duty upon which men enter 
unwillingly, under the influence of fear, are gener- 
ally abandoned as soon as the outward pressure 1s 














The obedience 


4. M244. 19 The princes of Judah, and the 
princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, and 
the priests, and all the people of the land, 
which passed between the parts of the 
calf; 

20 I will even give them into the hand 
of their enemies, and into the hand of 
them that seek their life: and their *dead 
bodies shall be for meat unto the fowls 
of the heaven, and to the beasts of the 
earth. 

21 And Zedekiah king of Judah and 
his princes will I give into the hand of 
their enemies, and into the hand of them 
that seek their life, and into the hand of 
the king of Babylon’s army, which ° are 
gone up from you. 

22 Behold, I will command, saith the 
Lorp, and cause them to return to this 
city; and ‘they shall fight against it, 
and ‘take it, and burn it with fire: and 
I will make the cities of Judah a deso- 
lation ‘without an inhabitant. 


CHAPTER XXXYV. 


1 By the obedience of the Rechabites, 12 Jeremiah 
condemneth the disobedience of the Jews. 13 God 
blesseth the Rechabites for their obedience. 


HE word which came unto Jeremiah 

from the Lorp, in the days of Jehoi- 
akim the son of Josiah king of Judah, 
saying, 

2 Go unto the house of the ‘Rechabites, 
and speak unto them, and bring them into 
the house of the Lorn, into one of the 
chambers, and give them wine to drink. 

3 Then I took Jaazaniah the son of 
Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, and 
his brethren, and all his sons, and the 
whole house of the Rechabites ; 

4 And I brought them into the house 
of the Lorn, into the chamber of the 
sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, a 
man of God, which was by the chamber 
of the princes, which was above the 
chamber of Maaseiah the son of 'Shal- 
lum, the ‘keeper of the * door: 


JEREMIAH XXXV. 


of the Rechabites.: 


5 And I set before the sons of the house 
of the Rechabites pots full of wine, and 
cups; and I said unto them, Drink ye 
wine. 

6 But they said, We will drink no wine: 
for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father 
commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no 
wine, neither ye, nor your sons for ever: 

7 Neither shall ye build house, nor sow 
seed, nor plant vineyard, nor have any: 
but all your days ye shall dwell in? tents ; 
that ye may live many days in the land 
where ye be * strangers. 

8 Thus have we obeyed the voice of 
Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in 
all that he hath charged us, to drink no 
wine all our days, we, our wives, our 
sons, nor our daughters ; 

9 Nor to build houses for us to dwell 
in; neither have we vineyard, nor field, 
nor seed: 

10 But we have 'dwelt in tents, and 
have obeyed, and done according to all 
that Jonadab our father commanded us. 

11 But it came to pass, when Nebu- 
chadrezzar king of Babylon came up 
into the land, that we said, Come, and 
let us go to Jerusalem for fear of the 
army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of 
the army of the Syrians: so we dwell 
at Jerusalem. 

12 4 Then came the word of the Lorp 
unto Jeremiah, saying, 

13 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the 
God of Israel; Go and tell the men of 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
Will ye not receive instruction to heark- 
en to my words? saith the Lorp. 

14 The words of Jonadab the son of 
techab, that he commanded his sons not 
to drink wine, are performed; for unto 
this day they drink none, but obey their 
father’s commandment: "™notwithstand- 
ing,I have spoken unto you, rising early 
and speaking ; but ye hearkened not un- 
to me. 





@ chap. 7:33; 16:4; 19:7. bchap.37:5-11. ¢ chap, 40:2, 3. 
d chap. 52:7,13. e chap, 44:2,6; Lam, 1:1. f 2Kings, 10:15; 
1 Chron. 2:55. g 1 Kimgs,6:5.  b 1 Chron, 9:18,1¥. i Psa. 


84: 10. k 1 Pet. 


2:11. 


* Heb. threshold, or vessel, Jy Heb. 11:9,13. 
l ver. 7. m chap. 32;33, 0 2 Chron, 36:15, 16. 





removed. Ver. 21. No engagements will bind 
those who have neither the fear of God nor the love 
of their fellow-men in their hearts. 

13, 14. By the law of Moses the Hebrews were 
forbidden to oppress their brethren, and reduce 
them to perpetual bondage. The@hristian religion 
has abolished the distinction between Jews and 
Gentiles. It teaches us to regard all men as 

brethren, Luke 10: 36, 37, and to treat them accord- 


ingly. 

15-22. Perfidy in our dealings with men is a 

heinous sin, which God will punish; but its guilt 

is greatly aggravated when they whom we deceive 

by false promises are weak and unable to defend 
lves. Of all such God is the protector and 

avenger. Prov. 22: 22, 23. 





CHAPTER XXXV. 

6. Jonadab the son of Rechab ; contemporary 
with Jehu king of Israel, 2 Kings, 10:15, and a 
descendant of the Kenites. 1 Chron. 2:05. He 
was not an Israelite, ver. 7, but a worshipper of the 
true God, and an eminently wise and good man. 
Ye shall drink no wine; thus he took the best 
and most effectual means to secure his posterity 
against intemperance with all its attendant evils. 

7. Neither shall ye build house—ye shall 
dwell in tents; he wished them not to affect 
wealth or luxury, but to live in tents after the 
manner of shepherds, which was favorable alike to 
independence and simplicity of manners. 

14. Unto this day; a period of about two 
hundred and eighty years. 
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* Baruch writeth a 


15 1* have sent also unto you all my 
servants the »prophets, rising up early 
and sending them, saying, ‘Return ye 
now cvery man from his evil way, and 
amend your doings, and go not after other 
gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell in 
the land which I have given to you and 
to your fathers: but‘ ye have not inclined 
your car, nor hearkened unto me. 

16 Beeause the sons of Jonadab the 
son of Rechab have performed the com- 
mandment of their father, which he com- 
manded them: but this people hath not 
hearkened unto me: 

17 Therefore thus saith the Lorp God 
of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I 
will bring upon Judah and upon all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that 
I have pronounced against *them: be- 
cause [ have spoken unto them, but they 
have not heard; and I have called unto 
them, but they heve not answered. 

18 §| And Jeremiah said unto the house 
of the Rechabites, Thus saith the Lorp 
of hosts, the God of Isracl; ‘Because ye 
have obeyed the commandment of Jona- 
dab your father, and kept all his precepts, 
and done according unto all that he hath 
commanded you; 

19 Therefore thus saith the Lorn of 
hosts, the God of Israel; *Jonadab the 
son of Rechab shall not want a man to 
stand® before me for ever. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 

1 Jeremiah causeth Baruch to write his prophecy, 5 
and publicly to read it. 11 The princes, having in- 
telligence thereof by Michaiah, send Jehudi to fetch 
the roll, and read it. 19 They wiil Baruch to hide 
himself and Jeremiah. 20 The king Jehoiakim, be- 
ing certified thereof, heareth part of it, and burneth 
the roll. 27 Jeremiah denounceth his judgment. 
32 Baruch writeth a new copy. 

ND it came to pass in the fourth year 

of Jchoiakim the son of Josiah king 
of Judah, that this word came unto Jer- 
emiah from the Lorp, saying, 

2 Take thee a" roll of a book, and! write 
therein all the words that I have spoken 
unto thee against Israel, and against Ju- 
dah, and against all the nations, from 





achap. 7:13, 25;25:3-6. b Luke 10:16; 1 Thess. 4:8. ¢ chap. 
18:11. “duke 13:234,'35.. \-e Prov. 12:24 etc. 19513-54432: 
Isa. 65:12; 66:4. f Ex. 20;12; Eph.6:2,3. * Heb. There 
shall not aman be cut off from Jonadab the son of Rechab. g chap. 
15:19; Pea. 5:5; Luke 21:36. b Isa. 8:1; Ezek. 2:9; Zech. 
§:1,2. i chap. 30:2; Hosea 8:}2. j chap.25:15, etc. k ver, 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. God employs every variety of method to bring 
men to repentance ; not only his own direct author- 
ity, but also, as in this chapter, examples of obedi- 
ence to parental commands. 

6,7. Temperance, frugality, and simplicity of man- 
ners, are a far better portion for this world than large 
estates and sumptuous mansions, and all wise par- 

. ents will do what lies in their power to secure their 
children in the possession of such anoble inheritance. 

12-17. Since God’s authority is infinitely higher 
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roll of prophecies. 


the day I spake unto thee, from the 44%: 
days of Josiah, even unto this day. 

3 It may *be that the house of Judah 
will hear all the evil which I purpose 
to do unto them; that they may 'return 
every man from his evil way ; that I may 
forgive™ their iniquity and their sin. 

4 Then Jeremiah called "Baruch the 
son of Neriah: and Baruch wrote from 
the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of 
the Lorp, which he had spoken unto 
him, upon a °roll of a book. ; 

5 And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, 
saying, I am shut up; I cannot go into 
the house of the Lorn: 

6 Therefore go thou, and P read in the 
roll, which thou hast written from my 
mouth, the words of the Lorp in the ears 
of the people in the Lorn’s house upon 
the ‘fasting day: and also thou shalt 


read them in the ears of all Judah that 


come out of their cities. 

7 It'may be they will present their sup- 
plication before the Lorp, and will return 
every oue from his evil way: for *great 
as the anger and the fury that the Lorp 
hath pronounced against this people. 

8 And Baruch the son of Neriah did ac- 
cording to all that Jeremiah the prophet 
commanded him, reading in the book the 
words of the Lorn tin the Lorn’s house. 

9 And it came to pass in the fifth year 
of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of 
Judah, in the ninth month, that they pro- 
claimed a “fast before the Lorp to all 
the people in Jerusalem, and to all the 
people that came from the cities of Judah 
unto Jerusalem. 

10 Then” read Baruch in the book the 
words of Jeremiah in the house of the 
Lorp, in the chamber of Gemariah the 
son of Shaphan the scribe, in the higher 
court, at the tentry “of the new gate of 
the Lorn’s house, in the ears of all the 
people. 

11 9] When Michaiah the son of Gem- 
ariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard out 
of the book all the words of the Lorn, 

12 Then he went down into the king’s 
7-3 -CHApS 20.5. 
n chap. 32:12; 45:1, 2. o ver. 21, 23, 32, 
q Lev. 16: 29-31 ; 23: 27,32; Acts 27:9. r ver. 3. t+ Heb. their 
supplication shall fall. s 2 Kings, 22:13,17. t Neh. 8:3; Luke 


4:16, etc, u Joel2:15,etc. v ver.6,8 $ Or,door. w chap. 
26:10. 





1 chap. 18:8; Jonah 3:8,9.  m Acts 3:19 
p ver, 8; Ezek. 2:3-7 





than that of earthly parents, rebellion against him 
is beyond measure more heinous, and will be pun- 
ished with corresponding severity. 

18, 19. Filial obedience is a virtue with which 
God has in a peculiar degree connected the reward 
of temporal prosperity. 

CHAPTER XXXVI. 

9. In the fifth year—in. the ninth month ; 
this delay of so many months seems to have had 
for its object to secure the most convenient time 
for reading the roll. 
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B.C we.” house, into the scribe’s chamber: | of all the princes which stood beside the 
and lo, all the princes sat there, even Elish- | king. ae 

ama the scribe, and Delaiah the son of| 22 Now the king sat in the ‘winter 
Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Ach-| house in the ninth month: and there was 
bor, and Gemariah the son of Shaphan,|a fire on the hearth burning before him. 
and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and} 23 And it came to pass, that when Je- 
all the princes. hudi had read three or four leaves, he 

13 Then Michaiah declared unto them | cut® it with the penknife, and cast zt into 
all the words that he had heard, when|the fire that wus on the hearth, until all 
Baruch read the book in the ears of the|the roll was consumed in the fire that 
people. was on the hearth. 

14 Therefore all the princes sent Je-| 24 Yet they were not afraid, nor rent 
hudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of| their ‘garments, neither the king, nor any 
Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, unto Ba-|of his servants that heard all these words, 
ruch, saying, Take in thy hand the rol]; 25 Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah 
wherein thou hast read in the ears of) and Gemariah had made £ intercession to 
the people, and come. So Baruch the son | the king that he would not burn the roll; 
of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and} but "he would not hear them. 
came unto them. 26 But the king commanded Jerahmeel 

15 And they said unto him, Sit down the son of *Hammelech, and Seraiah the 
now, and read it in ourcars. So Baruch) son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of 
read z¢ in their ears. Abdeel, to take Baruch the seribe and 

16 Now it came to pass, When they had | Jeremiah the prophet: ‘but the Lorp 
heard all the words, they were afraid | hid them. 
both one and other, and said unto Ba-| 27 §) Then the word of the Loxrp came 
ruch, We will surely tell the king of all to Jeremiah, after that the king had burn- 
these words. ed the roll, and the words which Baruch 

17 And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying, 
us now, How didst thou write all these) 28 Take thee again another roll, and 
words at his mouth ? write in it all the former /words that 

18 Then Baruch answered them, He were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim 
proncunced® all these words unto me the king of Judah hath burned. 
with his mouth, and I wrote them with, 29 And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim 
ink in the book. king of Judah, Thus saith the Lorn; 

19 Then said the princes unto Baruch, ; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why 
Go, "hide thee, thou and Jeremiah; andj hast thou written therein, saying, The 
let.no man; know where ye be. king of Babylon shall certainly come and 

20 4 And they went in to the king into/ destroy this land, and shall cause to cease 
the court, but they laid up the rollin the | from thence man and beast? 
chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told| 30 Therefore thus saith the Lorn of 
all the words in the ears of the king. Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have 

21 So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the| none to sit upon the throne of David: 
roll; and he took it out of Elishama the} and his kdead body shall be cast out in 
seribe’s chamber. And Jeludi ‘read it|the day to the heat, and in the night to 
in the ears of the king, and in the ears / the frost. 








a ver.2,4.  b2 Chron 2%: 15,16; Prov 28:12; Acts 6.40. | 36:22; 37:1. g chap. 13:15-17. b Prov, 21329, * Or, the king. 
¢ chap, 23:28; 26:2; Ezek.2.4,5. d Amos 3:15. e Psa, 0:17; |i Psa, 27°52: 32.7; b4i2. J Mat. 24;35. k chap. 22; 19, 30. 
Prov, 13:13; 19:21; 21:30; Rev.22:14 f2Kings, 22:11; Isa 





16. Were afraid both one and other; lit-|his son Jeconiah reigned only three months, and 
erally, “they feared one to another;” that is.}he had no succession of his own children. See 
looked upon one another with astonishment and | note on chap. 22:30. 
fear. INSTRUCTIONS. 

19. Go, hide thee, thon and Jeremiah; though| 2,3. All God’s dealings with his people are 
Jeremiah was under some sort of confinement, | marked by sincerity and openness; he multiplies 
ver. 5, yet with the favor and countenance of the|his endeavors to bring them to repentance, and 
princes, it would be easy for him and Baruch to|sends not his chastisements upon them until he 
secrete themselves. has abundantly warned them of their approach. 

2. In the ninth month ; answermg nearly| 5, 6. Outward constraint does not hinder the 
to our January. <A fire on the hearth burn- | faithful servant of God from continuing his labors 
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. ing; more exactly, “the pot was burning before |as he has opportunity; and a prison has often af- 

's him.’ The people of the East warm their rooms | forded a most profitable field of activity. 

}  _ by means of a pot containing burning wood or char-| 8. They who are not themselves aes can 
coal. often rie, Po most important aid to those who hold 
A 23. Leaves; that is, columns into which the|this office; and it is their duty to do so as they 

‘roll was divided. have opportunity. _ 
30. None to sit upon the throne of David;| 16-19. The workings of conscience in the minds 
a 


. 
/ 
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Siege of Jerusalem 


31 And I will *punish him and his seed 
and his servants for their iniquity ; and 
I* will bring upon them, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the 
men of Judah, all the evil that I have 
pronounced against them; but "they 
hearkened not. 

32 9 Then took Jeremiah another roll, 
and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son 
of Neriah; who wrote therein from the 
mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the 
book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had 
burned in the fire: and there were added 
besides unto them many 7? like words. 


CHAPTER XXXVII. 


1 The Egyptians having raised the siege of the Chal- 
deans, king Zedekiah sendeth to Jeremiah to pray 
for the people. 6 Jeremiah prophesieth the Chalde- 
ans’ certain return and victory. 11 He is taken fora 
fugitive, beaten, and put in prison. 16 He assureth 
Zedekiah of the captivity. 18 Entreating for his lib- 
erty, he obtaineth some favor. 


ND king ¢ Zedekiah the son of Josiah 

reigned instead of Coniah the son 
of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon made king in the land 
of Judah. 

2 But ‘neither he, nor his servants, nor 
the people of the land, did hearken unto 
the words of the Lorp, which he spake 
by? the prophet Jeremiah. 

3 And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal 
the son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah the 
son® of Maaseiah the priest to the proph- 
et Jeremiah, saying, Pray now unto the 
Lorp our God for us. 

4 Now Jeremiah came in and went out 
among the people: for they had not put 
him into prison. 

5 Then &Pharaoh’s army was come 
forth out of Egypt: and when the Chal- 
deans that besieged Jerusalem heard 
tidings of them, they 'departed from 
Jerusalem. 


JEREMIAH XXXVII. 


raised for a season. 
A. M. 3405, 


6 9 Then came the word of the 43": 340% 
Lorp unto the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 

7 Thus saith the Lorp, the God of Is- 
rael; Thus shall ye say to the king of | 
Judah, that ‘sent you unto me to inquire 
of me; Behold, Pharaoh’s army, which 
is come forth to help you, shall return 
to Egypt into their own land. 

8 And?) the Chaldeans shall come again, 
and fight against this city, and take it, 
and burn it with fire. 

9 Thus saith the Lorn; *Deccive not 
yourselves,’ saying, The Chaldeans shall 
surely depart from us: for they shall not 
depart. 

10 For 'though ye had smitten the 
whole army of the Chaldeans that fight 
against you, and there remained but 
wounded! men among them, yet "should 
they rise up every man in his tent, and 
burn this city with fire. 

11 4] And it came to pass, that when the 
army of the Chaldeans was *broken up 
from Jerusalem for fearof Pharaoh’s army, 

12 Then Jeremiah went forth out of 
Jerusalem to go into the land of Benja- 
min, to tseparate himself thence in the 
midst of the people. 

13 And when he was in the gate of 
Benjamin, a captain of the ward was 
there, whose name was Irijah, the son 
of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and 
he took Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 
Thou fallest away to the Chaldeans. 

14 Then said Jeremiah, Jt is #false;* I 
fall not away to the Chaldeans. But he 
hearkened not to him: so Irijah took Jer- 
emiah, and brought him to the princes 

15 Wherefore the princes were wroth 
with Jeremiah, and °smote him, and put 
him in prison in the house of Jonathan 
the scribe; for they had made that the 
prison. 

16 S] When Jeremiah was entered into 








a Deut, 28:15, etc.; Prov 


* Heb. visit upon; chap. 23; 34. 
re e 2 Kings, 24:17; 


29.1. b Mat. 23:37. + Heb. words as they. 
2 Chron. 36;10, d@ 2 Chron. 36:12-16. ft Heb. by the hand of 
e chap. 99:15; 52:24. f chap. 2:27; 21:1,2; 42:2,20. g 2 
Kings, 24:7; Ezek.17;15. bh ver, 11; chap. 34:21. i ver. 3; 





of irreligious men often second the preachers of 
the truth in so powerful a way that they are will- 
ing, to a certain extent, to countenance their labors 
and protect them from their enemies. 

23-26. Men in high stations, who are fully set 
in their sinful ways, will not bear faithful reproof ; 
but will, so far as lies in their power, persecute 
its preachers, and destroy both them and their 
messages. 

27-31. Opposition to God’s awful threatenings 
cannot hinder théir execution; it can only provoke 
his anger, and involve us in deeper ruin. 

32. In all ages of the world, wicked rulers and 
false teachers have combined to suppress and hin- 
der the knowledge of God’s word. But he will in 
the final issue, overthrow ail who array themselves 
against it, and give it free course through the 


earth. 
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chap, 21:2. j chap. 34:21,22. k Job 15:31. 4% Heb. your souls. 
I chap. 21:4-7. || Heb. men thrust through. m Joel2:11. * Heb. 
made to ascend, f Or, slipaway.  $ Heb. falsehood, or a lie. 
n Mat. 5:11,12, © Acts 5:28, 40; 23:2,3; 2 Cor. 11: 23-27, 





CHAPTER XXXVI. 

12. To separate himself thence ; or, accord- 
ing to some, to take his portion thence; that is, 
to receive from his patrimony in Anathoth what 
belonged to him. In the midst of the people ; 
along with the rest of the people. 

13. Fallest away to the Chaldeans ; his pre- 
dictions of the success of the Chaldeans, and his 
exhortations to the people to submit to their yoke, 
gave plausibility to this slander. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-3. To consult God’s servants can profit us 
nothing, unless we obey the counsels which they 
deliver to us in his name. j 

5-10. While men continue to practise iniquity, 
all their plans to obtain deliverance and salvation 
through ae fellow-sinners will prove vain. Isa. 

; 01:3. 
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Imprisonment 


4 M205 the *dungeon, and into the *cab- 
ins, and Jeremiah had remained there 
many days; aa 

17 Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took 
him out; and the king asked him secretly 
in his house, and said, Is there any word 
fromthe Lorp? And Jeremiah said, There 
is: for, said he, thou shalt be delivered 
into the hand of the king of Babylon. 

18 Moreover Jeremiah said unto king 
Zedekiah, What "have I offended against 
thee, or against thy servants, or against 
this people, that ye have put me in prison? 

19 Where are‘now your prophets which 
prophesied unto you, saying, The king of 
Babylon shall “not come against you, nor 
against this land ? 

20 Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O 
my lord the king: let my supplication, I 
pray thee, f be accepted before thee ; that 
thou cause me not to return to the house 
of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there. 

21 Then Zedekiah the king commanded 
that they should commit Jeremiah into 
the ‘court of the prison, and that they 
should give him daily a piece of ‘bread 
out of the bakers’ street, until all the bread 
in the city were &spent. Thus Jeremiah 
remained in the court of the prison. 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 


1 Jeremiah. by a false suggestion, is put into the dun- 
eon of Malchiah. 7 Ebed-melech, by suit, getteth 
im some enlargement. 14 Upon secret conference 

he counselleth the king by yielding to save his life. 
24 By the king’s instructions he concealeth the con- 
ference from the princes. 


HEN Shephatiah the son of Mattan, 

and Gedaliah the son of Pashur, and 
Jucal" the son of Shelemiah, and 'Pash- 
ur the son of Malchiah, heard the words 
that Jeremiah had spoken unto all the 
people, saying, 

2 Thus saith the Lorp, He that remain- 
eth in this city shall die by the sword, 
by the famine, and by the pestilence: 
but he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans 
shall live; for he shall have his life for 
a prey, and shall live. 

3 Thus saith the Lorn, This city shall 
surely be given into the hand of the king 
of Babylon’s army, which shall take it. 


JEREMIAH XXXVIII. 


of Jeremiah. 


4 Therefore the princes said unto the 
king, We beseech thee, let this man be 
put to jJdeath: for thus he weakeneth 
the hands of the men of war that remain 
in this city, and the hands of all the peo- 
ple, in speaking such words unto them: 
for this man seeketh not the ? welfare of 
this people, but the hurt. 

5 Then Zedekiah the king said, Behold, 
he zs in your hand: for the king zs not 
he that can do any thing against you. 

6 Then *took they Jeremiah, and cast 
him into the dungeon of Malchiah the 
son of $Hammelech, that was in the 
court of the prison: and they let down 
Jeremiah with cords. And in the dun- 
geon there was no water, but mire: so 
Jeremiah sunk in the mirc. : 

7 4 Now when ! Ebed-melech the Ethi- 
opian, one of the cunuchs which was in 
the king’s house, heard that they had put 
Jeremiah in the dungeon; the king then 
sitting in the gate of Benjamin ; 

8 Ebed-melech went forth out of the 
king’s house, and spake to the king, 
saying, 

9 My lord the king, these men have 
done evil in all that they have done to 
Jeremiah the prophet, whom. they have’ 
cast into the dungeon; and he lis like to 
die for hunger in the place where he is: 
for there is no more ™ bread in the eity. 

10 Then the king commanded Ebed- 
melech the Ethiopian, saying, Take from 
hence thirty men *with thee, and take 
up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dun- 
geon, before he dic. 

11 So Ebed-melech took the men with 
him, and went into the house of the king 
under the treasury, and took thence old 
east clouts and old rotten rags, and let 
them down by cords into the dungeon 
to Jeremiah. 

12 And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian 
said unto Jeremiah, Put now these old 
east clouts and rotten rags under thine 
armholes under the cords. And Jere- 
miah did so. 

13 So they drew up Jeremiah with 
cords, and took him up out of the dun- 





a chap. 33:6. * Or,cells.  » chap. 26:15; Prov 17:13, 26; 
Acts 25; 11,25; 26:31. ¢chap.2:28. d chap. 28: 2, etc.; 29:31. 
t Heb. fall. e chap. 32;2; 38:13, 28. f Psa, 37:19; Isa. 33: 15, 
g chap. 38:9; 52:6, b chap. 37-3. i chap. 21:1-10. 3 chap. 


k chap. 37:21; Psa, 109:5; Luke 3:19, 


Q:11. £ Heb. peace. 
1 chap. 39:16. || Heb. will. 


20. 3 Or, the king; chap. 26: 26, 
m chap. 37:21. * Heb. in thy hand, 





11-15. Hatred and prejudice make men ready to 
entertain unfounded suspicions against their neigh- 
bors, and to construe as crimes their most innocent 


acts. 

17. Wicked men are often driven in their dis- 
tress to seek counsel from those whom they are 
afraid openly to countenance and seta 

19. False teachers may flatter their patrons with 
the hope of impunity in sin, but they cannot help 
them in the day of trouble. 

20-21. Whatever perils and sufferings come 





upon us in the discharge of our duty, we should 
meet with courage and alacrity. At the same 
time, we ought to use all be ae means to avoid 
needless exposure, since suffering for its own sake 
has neither goodness nor merit. 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 


9. Like to die for hunger—no more bread 
in the city; the famine in the city being extreme, 
and Jeremiah out of sight, no one would carry him 
food, and thus he would die of sae 

9 


Zedekiah confers 


geon: and Jeremiah remained in the 
court of the prison. 

14 Y Then Zedekiah the king sent, and 
took Jeremiah the prophet unto him into 
the *third entry that zs in the house of 
the Lorp: and the king said unto Jere- 
miah, I will ask thee a thing; hide noth- 
ing from me. 

15 Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, 
If I declare zt unto thee, wilt thou not surc- 
ly put me to death? andifI give thee coun- 
sel, wilt thou not hearken unto me? 

16 So Zedekiah the king sware secretly 
unto Jeremiah, saying, *ds the Lorn liv- 
eth, that’ made us this soul, I will not put 
thee to death, neither will I give thee into 
the hand of these men that seek thy life. 

17 Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, 
Thus saith the Lorn, the God of © hosts, 
the God of “Israel; If thou wilt assur- 
edly go ‘forth unto the king of Babylon’s 
princes, then thy soul shall live, and 
this city shall not be burned with fire ; 
and thou shalt live, and thy house: 

18 But if thou wilt not go forth to the 
king of Babylon’s princes, then shall this 
city be given into the hand of the Chalde- 
ans, and they shall burn it with fire, and 
thoué shalt not escape out of their hand. 

19 And Zedekiah the king said unto Jer- 
emiah, | am afraid of the Jews that are 
fallen to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver 
me into their hand, and they *mock me. 

20 But Jeremiah said, They shall not 
deliver thee. 'Obey, I beseech thee, the 
voice of the Lorn, which I speak unto 
thee: so it shall be well unto thee, and 
thy Jsoul shall live. 

21 But if thou * refuse to go forth, this zs 
the word that the Lorp hath showed me: 

22 And behold, all the women that are 
left in the king of Judah’s house shall be 
brought forth to the king of Babylon’s 


JEREMIAH XXXIX. 


with the prophet. 


princes, and those women shall say, *3%323 


Thy t friends! have set thee on, and have 
prevailed against thee: thy feet are sunk 
in the ™mire, and they are ® turned away 
back. 

23 So they shall bring out all thy wives 
and thy °children to the Chaldeans: and 
thou shalt not escape out of their hand, 
but shalt be Ptaken by the hand of the 
king of Babylon: and thou shalt + cause 
this city to be burned with fire. 

24 9] Then said Zedekiah unto Jere- 
miah, Let no man know of these words, 
and thou shalt not die. 

25 But if the princes hear that I have 
talked with thee, and they come unto 
thee, and say unto thee, Declare unto us 
now what thou hast said unto the king, 
hide it not from us, and we will not 
put thee to death; also what the king 
said unto thee: 

26 Then thou shalt say unto them, I 
presented my supplication before the 
king, that he would not cause me to re- 
turn to Jonathan’s Ihouse, to die there. 

27 ‘Then came all the princes unto Jer- 
emiah, and asked him: and he told them 
according to all these words that the king 
had commanded. So they Sleft off speak- 
ing with him; for the matter was not 
perecived. 

28 So Jeremiah abode in the court of 
the prison "until the day that Jerusalem 
was taken: and he was there when Jeru- 
salem was taken. 


CHAPTER XXXIX. 


1 Jerusalem is taken. 4 Zedekiah is made blind, and 
sent to Babylon. 8 The city is ruined, 9 the people 
led captive. 1] Nebuchadrezzar’s charge for the good 
wees of Jeremiah. 15 God’s promise to Ebed-me- 

ech. 


7 N the ®ninth year of Zedekiah king of 
Judah, in the tenth month, came Neb- 





* Or, prinempal ; 2 Kings, 16:18, a2 Kings, 2:2. b Num.16:22; 
O77 16s lsat ov2 AG, Lech, 12 31s c¢ Psa. 80:7,14; Amos 5:27. 
d 1 Chron, 17:24; Ezra 9:4. e ver. 2; 2 Kings, 24:12. f chap. 
89:3. g ver. 23; chap. 32:4; 34:3. h 1 Sam, 31:4. 12Chron. 
20:20; James 1:22. j Isa. 55:3. k Prov. 1:30, 315 Isa. 1:19, 


20. fF Heb. men of thy peace. 1 Lam. 1:2; Micah7:5, m Psa. 
69:2-14. mn Isa, 42:17. © chap.39:6; 41:10. p chap. 52: 8-13, 
$ Heb. burn. © q4 chap. 37:15, 20. Heb. were silent from. 
r chap. 39:14. 8 chap. 52:4, etc. ; 2 Kings, 25: 1, ete. 





22. Brought forth ; ascaptives. Those wom- 
en shall say; Zedekiah feared the reproach of 
his princes, but he should become an object of de- 
rision to the women of his palace. Thy friends ; 
thy false advisers. Have set thee on; urged thee 
to contend with the king of Babylon, instead of 
submitting to him. They are turned back ; thy 
friends have led thee into ruin, and then forsaken 
thee. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-4. Not they who encourage men in rebellion 
against God, but they who advise submission to 
his revealed will, are the true friends of their coun- 
try; yet such men are often denounced and perse- 
cuted as its enemies. 

5, 6. When weak and irresolute men, who have 
not courage to resist’the importunities of wicked 
counsellors, are exalted to high stations, the ene- 
mies of good men have a great advantage over 
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them, which they do not fail to improve for perse- 
cuting, and, if possible, destroying them. 

7-13. In the greatest extremities God is able to 
raise up for his servants efficient friends, by whom 
they are delivered, and their enemies frustrated. 

17-20. The unbelief of Zedekiah prevented him 
from taking the way of safety which God by his 
prophet had pointed out to him; and so he per- 
ished with his family and nobles. Herein he is 
set forth as an example for the instruction and 
warning of all who imitate his want of faith. 

21-23. They who are deterred from doing their 
duty through fear of men, genstally bring upon 
themselves the very evils which they dread, in more 
aggravated forms. 

27. Though falsehood and deceit are always 
wrong, we are yet not bound to reveal all the truth 
to those who have no right to know it, and who 





seek it from malicious motives. 18am. 16: 2-0. 
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_ estine, on the route from that country 





Jerusalem taken 


tea” uchadrezzar king of Babylon and 
all his army against Jerusalem, and they 
besieged it. 

2 And in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, 
in the fourth month, the ninth day of the 
month, the city was broken up. 

3 And all the *princes of the king of 
Babylon came in, and sat in the middle 
gate, even Nergal-sharezer, Samgar-nebo, 
Sarsechim, Rab-saris, Nergal-sharezer, 
Rab-mag, with all the residue of the 
princes of the king of Babylon. 

4 9 And it came to pass, that when 
Zedekiah the king of Judah saw them, 
and all the men of war, then they fled, 
and went forth out of the city by night, 
by the way of the king’s garden, by the 
gate betwixt the two walls: and he went 
out the way of the plain. 

5 But the *Chaldeans’ army pursued 
after them, and ‘overtook Zedekiah in 
the plains of Jericho: and when they 
had taken him, they brought him up to 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to Rib- 
lah in the land of Hamath, where he 
gave* judgment upon him. 

6 Then the king of Babylon slew the 
sons of Zedekiah in Riblah before his 
eyes: also the king of Babylon slew all 
the nobles of Judah. 

7 Moreover “he put out Zedekiah’s 
eyes, and bound him with tchains, to 
carry him to Babylon. 

8 4] And the Chaldeans burned the 
king’s house, and the “houses of the 
people, with fire, and brake down the 
walls of Jerusalem. 

9 Then Nebuzar-adan the ¢ captain of 
the guard carried away captive into Bab- 
ylon the remnant of the people that re- 


- mained in the city, and those that fell 


away, that fell to him, with the rest of 
the people that remained. 

10 But Nebuzar-adan the captain of 
the guard left of the poor of the people, 


a ver. 13; chap 38:17. bchap. 32:4; 38:18, 23. e¢ Lam.1:3. 
* Heb. spake with him jud. ts; chap. 4:12. d chap. 52:11; 
Ezek. 12:13. ¢ Heb. two brazen chains, or fetters. e¢ Lam. 2:2. 
t Or, chief marshal; Heb. chief of the ti laught 
men; and so ver. 10,11; Gen. 37:36. 


CHAPTER XXXIX. 


2. The city was broken up; a breach was made 
in its walls; probably in the northern wall of the 
lower city, which itself lay north of the upper city 
or Zion; for this was the side on which Jerusalem 
was most open to assault. 

3. The middle gate ; probably the gate of the 
wall which separated the upper city from the lower. 

4. The king’s garden ; in the south-east, near 
the place where the two vallies of Kedron and 

innom meet. The way of the plain; the way 





bed] or 7 
® Heb. in that day. 





_ towards the plain of the Jordan. 


5. Riblah in the land of Hamath ; north of Pal- 
to Babylon. 
. ie The poor of the people; compare Isaiah 
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JEREMIAH XL. 





and burned. 


which had nothing, in the land of Judah, 
and gave them vineyards and fields Sat 
the same time. 

11 f NowN ebuchadrezzar king of Bab- 
ylon gave charge concerning Jeremiah 
to! Nebuzar-adan the captain of the 
guard, saying, 

12 Take him, and *look well to him, 
and do him no fharm; but do unto him 
even as he shall say unto thee. 

13 So Nebuzar-adan the captain of the 
guard sent, and Nebushasban, & Rab-sa- 
ris, and Nergal-sharezer, Rab-mag, and 
all the king of Babylon’s princes ; 

14 Even they sent, and took Jeremiah 
out of the *court of the prison, and com- 
mitted him unto 'Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikami the son of Shaphan, that he 
should carry him home: so he dwelt 
among the people. 

15 4] Now the word of the Lorp came 
unto Jeremiah, while he was shut up in 
the court of the prison, saying, 

16 Go and speak to *Ebed-melech the 
Ethiopian, saying, Thus saith the Lorp 
of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, 'I 
will bring my words upon this city for 
evil, and not for good; and they shall be 
accomplished in that’day before thee. 

17 ButI will deliver thee in ™that day, 
saith the Lorp; and thou shalt not be 
given into the hand of the "men of whom 
thou art afraid. 

18 For I will surely deliver thee, and 
thou shalt not fall by the sword, but thy 
life? shall be for a prey unto thee; P be- 
cause thou hast put thy trust in me, saith 
the Lorp. 


Oy 0 od be) Sane ay 


1 Jeremiah, being set free by Nebuzar-adan, goeth to 
Gedaliah. 7 The dispersed Jews repair unto him. 
13 Johanan revealing Ishmael’s conspiracy is not 
believed. 

HE word which came to Jeremiah 


from the Lorn, after that Nebuzar- 





|| Heb. by the handof. * Heb. set thine eyesupon. f Psa, 105:15. 
g ver. 3. h chap. 38:28. i chap.40:5. j chap. 26:24. k chap. 
38:7,12. 1 Dan. 9:12. m Job5:19,21; Psa. f0:15; Dan. 6:16. 
n 2 Sam, 24:14. 0 chap. 21:9; 45:5. p 1 Chron. 5:20; Psa. 
37 : 39, 40. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-10. Though God’s threatened judgments be long 
delayed, they will come at last upon those who per- 
sist in their impenitence ; and then the reality will be 
as terrible as the previous announcement of them. 

11-14. In the overthrow of the wicked, God will 
provide for the safety of his faithful servants who 
put their trust in him. 

15-18. No act of faith and love can escape the no- 
tice of Jehovah. In the present life God will gener- 
ally reward it openly, and always in the life to come. 

CHAPTER XL. 

1. The word which came to Jeremiah ; these 
words refer to the prophecies that follow in the 
forty-second chapter, the history of the remnant of 
the Jews being frst given by way of introduction. 
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Remnant of the Jews 


adan the captain of the guard had let 
him? go from Ramah, when he had taken 
him being bound in *chains among all 
that were carried away captive of Jeru- 
salem and Judah, while were carried 
away captive unto Babylon. 

2 And the captain of the guard took 
Jeremiah, and °said unto him, The Lorp 
thy God hath pronounced this evil upon 
this place. 

3 Now the Lorp hath brought zt, and 
done according as he hath said: ‘be- 
cause ye have sinned against the Lorp, 
and have not obeyed his voice, therefore 
this thing is come upon you. 

4 And now, behold, I loose thee this 
day from the chains which Twere upon 
ihy hand. If4it seem good unto thee to 
come with me into Babylon, come; and 
1 will tlook well unto thec: but if it 
seem ill unto thee to come with me into 
Babylon, forbear: behold, all the land zs 
before thee: whither it seemeth good and 
convenient for thee to go, thither go. 

5 Now while he was not yet gone back, 
he said, Go back also to °Gedaliah the 
son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, whom 
the king of Babylon hath made governor 
over the cities of Judah, and dwell with 
him among the people: or go whereso- 
ever it seemeth convenient unto thee to 
go. So the captain of the guard gave him 
victuals and a reward, and let him go. 

6 Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah 
the son of Ahikam to! Mizpah; and dwelt 
with him among the people that were 
left in the land. 

7 ¥ Now when all the captains of the 
forces which were in the fields, even they 
and their men, heard that the king of 
Babylon had made Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam governor in the land, and had 
committed unto him men, and women, 
and children, and of the & poor of the 
land, of them that were not carried away 
captive to Babylon ; 

8 Then they came to Gedaliah to Miz- 
pah, even "Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, 
and ‘Johanan and Jonathan the sons of 
Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhu- 





a chap. 39:14. * Or, manacles. b chap. 50:7. ¢ Deut. 29: 24, 
25; Neh. 9:28, 33; Dan, 9:11. + Or, are. d chap. 39:12. 
$+ Heb. set mine eye upon. e chap. 41:2. f Judg.20:1. g chap. 
39:10; 52:16. h chap, 4l:1,etc. i chap, 43:2, 4, 5. j Ezra 
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under Gedaliah. 


meth, and the sons of Ephai the *,%6°ss: 
Netophathite, and Jezaniah the son of a 
Maachathite,* they and their men. 

9 And Gedaliah the son of Ahikam 
the son of Shaphan sware unto them and 
to their men, saying, Fear not to serve 
the Chaldeans: dwell in the land, and 
serve the king of Babylon, and it shall 
be well with you. 

10 As for me, behold, I will dwell at 
Mizpah, to §serve the Chaldeans, which 
will come unto us: but ye, 'gather ye 
wine, and summer fruits, and oil, and 
put them in your vessels, and dwell in 
your cities that ye have taken. 

11 Likewise when all the Jews that 
were in™ Moab, and among the "Ammon- 
ites, and in Edom, and that were in all 
the countries, heard that the king of 
Babylon had left a remnant of Judah, 
and that he had set over them Gedaliah 
the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan; 

12 Even all the Jews returned out of 
all places whither they were driven, and 
came to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah, 
unto Mizpah, and gathered wine and 
summer fruits very much. 

13 9 Moreover Johanan the son of Ka- 
reah, and all the captains of the forces 
that were in the fields, came to Gedaliah 
to Mizpah, 

14 And said unto him, Dost thou cer- 
tainly know that Baalis the king of the 
Ammonites hath °sent Ishmael the son 
of Nethaniah to Iislay thee? But Geda- 
liah the son of Ahikam believed them 
not. 

15 Then Johanan the son of Kareah 
spake to Gedaliah in Mizpah secretly, 
saying, Let me go, I pray thee, and I 


will slay Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, | 


and no man shall know it: wherefore 
should he slay thee, that all the Jews 
which are gathered unto thee should be 
scattered, and the remnant in Judah 
perish ? 

16 Bui Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said 
unto Johanan the son of Kareah, Thou 
shalt not do this thing: for thou speak- 
est falsely of Ishmael. 





2:22, k Josh. 12:5, 
39:10. m Isa. 16:4. 
strike thee in_soul. 


% Heb. stand before ; Deut. 1:38, 1 chap. 
n Ezek. 25:2. o chap. 41 10. || Heb. 








5. While he was not yet gone back; the 
prophet seems to have hesitated respecting his fu- 
ture course, which gave occasion to Nebuzaradan 
to put his proposition in a different form. 

7. Captains of the forces ; leaders of the scat- 
tered bands of the Jews. 

8. Mizpah ; in the land of Benjamin, a short 
distance north-west from Jerusalem. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. Great and long-continued disobedience in his 

people God often punishes ir such an exemplary 
968 











way that even the unconverted are compelled to 
see and acknowledge his hand. 

4. When the visible church of God hates and per- 
secutes his messengers, he often raises up for them 
defenders from without, under whose protection they 
are enabled to prosecute their labors in safety. 

13-16. Those who are conscious of their own 
integrity, are sometimes too unsuspecting with Te- 
gard to their fellow-men ; and thus, by neglecting 
the warnings of friends, become involved, with those 
under their care, in calamity and death. 
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' Jerusalem was taken. 
5. Their beards shaven—cut themselves ;| §E 


~ 


oi 
Gedaliah treacherously 
CHAPTER XLI. 


1 Ishmael treacherously killing Gedaliah and others, 
purposeth with the residue to flee unto the Ammon- 
ates. 11 Johanan recovereth the captives, and mind- 
eth to flee into Egypt. 

OW it came to pass in the seventh 
month, that *Ishmael the son of Neth- 
aniah the son of Elishama, of the seed 
royal, and the princes of the king, even 
ten men with him, came unto Gedaliah 
the son of Ahikam to Mizpah ; and there 
they did eat bread together in Mizpah. 
2 Then arose Ishmael the son of Netha- 


A. M. 3416. 
B. C. 588. 


-‘niah,and the ten men that were with him, 


and smote Gedaliah the son of Ahikam 
the son of Shaphan with the sword, and 
slew him, whom the king of Babylon had 
made governor over the land. 

3 Ishmael also slew all the Jews that 
were with him, even with Gedaliah, at 
Mizpah, and the Chaldeans that were 
found there, and the men of war. 

4 And it came to pass the second day 
after he had slain Gedaliah, and no man 
knew? 7, 

5 That there came certain from She- 
chem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria, 
even fourscore men, having their beards 
shaven,‘ and their clothes rent, and hav- 
ing cut themselves, with offerings and 
incense in their hand, to bring them to 
the “house of the Lorp. 

6 And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah 
went forth from Mizpah to meet them, 
weeping* all along as he went: and it 
came to pass, as he met them, he said 
unto them, Come to Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam. 

7 And it was so, when they came into 
the midst of the city, that Ishmael the 
son of Nethaniah slew them, and cast 
them into the midst of the pit, he, and 
the men that were with him. 

8 But ten men were found among them 
that said unto Ishmael, Slay us not: for 
we have ° treasures in the field, of wheat, 
and of barley, and of oil, and of honey. 
So he forbare, and slew them not among 
their brethren. 


JEREMIAH XLI. 
> 


slain by Ishmael. 


9 Now the pit wherein Ishmael had cast 
all the dead bodies of the men, whom he 
had slain tbeeause of Gedaliah, was it 
which Asa the ‘king had made for fear 
of Baasha kin® of Israel: and Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah filled it with them 
that were slain. 

10 Then Ishmael carried away captive 
all the residue of the people that were in 
Mizpah,é even " the king’s daughters, and 
all the people that remained in Mizpah, 
whom Nebuzar-adan the captain of the 
guard had committed to Gedaliah the son 
of Ahikam; and Ishmael the son of Neth- 
aniah carried them away captive, and de- 
parted to go over to the ‘Ammonites. 

11 4] But when Johanan the son of Kare- 
ah, and all the captains of the forces that 
were with him, heard of all the jevil that 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done, 

12 Then they took all the men, and 
went to fight with Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah, and found him by the great 
waters* that are in Gibeon. 

13 Now it came to pass, that when all 
the people which were with Ishmael saw 
Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the 
captains of the forces that were with him, 
then they were glad. 

14 So all the people that Ishmael had 
carried away captive from Mizpah cast 
about and returned, and went unto Jo- 
hanan the son of Kareah. 

15 But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah 
escaped from Johanan with eight men, 
and went to the Ammonites. 

16 Then took Johanan the son of Ka- 
reah, and all the captains of the forces 
that were with him, all the remnant of 
the people whom he had recovered from 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, from Miz- 
pah, after that he had slain Gedaliah the 
son of Ahikam, even mighty men of war, 
and the women, and the children, and 
the eunuchs, whom he had brought again 
from Gibeon: 

17 And they departed, and dwelt in the 
habitation of 'Chimham, which is by 
Beth-lehem, to go to enter into Egypt, 





b 1 Sam. 27:11. e¢ Ley. 
4 1 Sam, 1:7; 
2 Sam. 3:16. 
b. by the hand, 


a chap. 40:6, 8; 2 Kings, 25:25. 
19:27, 28; Deut. 14:1; 2 Sam. 10:4; Isa. 15:2, 
2 Kings, 25:9. * Heb. in going and weeping; 
¢ Job 2:4; Prov. 13:8; Mat.6:25. f Or, near; He 





CHAPTER XLI. 


1. In the seventh month ; of the year in which 
Chap. 39: 2. 


these were signs of mourning for the destruction of 
the holy city and temple. To the house of the 
Lord; that is, to the place where it had stood, and 
which they regarded as still holy. 

6. Weeping—as he went ; in 
pathy with them. 

12. The g" eat waters—in Gibeon ; a copious 
fountain with large reservoirs, one of which, and 


pretended sym- 


- ‘ 





f 1 Kings, 15:22. g 2Chron. 16:6. 6 chap. 


or by the side of. 
: j ver.2,3,7. kk 2Sam. 


43:6. i Neh. 2:10,19; Jer. 40:14. 
2.13. 12 Sam. 19: 37, 38, 





the ruins of the other, still remain. Compare 2 Sam. 
2:13. 

17. To go to enter into Egypt ; they made a 
temporary sojourn at Chimham, on their way to 


gypt. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

Times of anarchy and confusion are prolific in 
crime. When the outward restraints of civil gov- 
ernment are removed, no limit can be set to the 
atrocities which wicked men will commit for the 
sake of power and plunder. Yet even in such dark 
days God is able to limit the wrath of man, and 
raise up for his people deliverers and defenders. 
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The people ask 


18 Because of the Chaldeans: for they 
were afraid of them, because Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah had slain Gedaliah 
the son of Ahikam, *whom the king of 
Babylon made governor in the land. 


CHAPTER XLII. 


1 Johanan desireth Jeremiah to inquire of God, prom- 
ising obedience to his will. 7 Jeremiah assureth him 
of safety in Judea, 13 and destruction in Egypt. 19 
He reproveth their hypocrisy, in requiring of the Lord 
that which they meant not. 


HEN all the °captains of the forces, 
and Johanan the son of Kareah, and 
Jezaniah the son of Hoshaiah, and ‘all 
the people from the least even unto the 
ereatest, came near, 

2 And said unto Jeremiah the prophet, 
Let, we beseech thee, our supplication 
be* accepted before thee, and ‘pray for 
us unto the Lorp thy God, even for all 
this remnant; for we are left but a ¢ few 
of many, as thine eyes do behold us; 

3 That ¢the Lorp thy God may show 
us the fway wherein we may walk, and 
the thing that we may do. 

4 Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto 
them, I have heard you; behold, I will 
pray® unto the Lorp your God according 
to your words; and it shall come to pass, 
that "whatsoever thing the Lorp shall 
answer you, I will declare zt unto you; 
I will keep nothing ‘back from you. 

5 Then they said to Jeremiah, The 
Lorp!/ bea true and faithful witness be- 
tween us, if we do not even according to 
all things for the which the Lorp thy 
God shall send thee to us. 

6 Whether it be good, or whether zt be 
evil, we will * obey the voice of the Lorn 
our God, to whom we send thee; 'that it 
may be well with us, when we obey the 
voice of the Lorp our God. 

7 ¥ And it came to pass after ten days, 
that the word of the Lorp came unto 
Jeremiah. 

8 Then called he Johanan the son of 
Kareah, and all the captains of the forces 
which were with him, and all the people 
from the least even to the greatest, 
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Rye 
direction from ~ 

9 And said unto them, Thus saith *,%°2"- 
the Lorp, the God of Israel, unto whom 
ye sent me to present your supplication 
before him; 

10 If ye will still abide in this land, 
then will I™ build you, and not pull you 
down; andI will plant you, and not pluck 
you up: for I "repent me of the evil that 
[ have done unto you. 

11 Be not° afraid of the king of Babylon, 
of whom ye are afraid; be not afraid of 
him, saith the Lorn: for? I am with you to 
save you, and to deliver you from his hand. 

12 And 3] will show mercies unto you, 
that he may have mercy upon you, and 
cause you to return to your own land. 

13 JY Butif ye say, We will ‘not dwell 
in this land, neither obey the voice of the 
Lorp your God, 

14 Saying, No; but we will go into the 
land of Egypt,*where we shall see no war, 
nor hear the sound of the trumpet, nor have 
hunger of bread ; and there will we dwell: 

15 And now therefore hear the word of 
the Lorn, ye remnant of Judah; Thus 
saith the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel ; 
If ye wholly set your faces to enter into 
Egypt,t and go to sojourn there; 

16 Then "it shall come to pass, that the 
sword, Y which ye feared, shall overtake 
you there in the land of Egypt; and the 
famine, whereof ye were afraid, shall 
followt close after you there in Egypt; 
and there ye shall die. 

17 So shall tit be with all the men that 
set their faces to go into Egypt to sojourn 
there; “they shall die by the sword, by 
the famine, and by the pestilence: and 
none of them shall remain or escape from 
the evil that I will bring upon them. 

18 For thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the 
God of Israel; *As mine anger and my 
fury hath been Y poured forth upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem; so shall my 
fury be poured forth upon you, when ye 
shall enter into Egypt: and *ye shall be> 
an execration, and an astonishment, and 
a curse, and a reproach ; and ye shall see 
this place no more. 





a chap. 40:5. b chap. 40:8. * Or, fall, ¢ chap. 17:15, 16; 
1 Sam. 7:8; -12:19, 23;-Isa.1:15.. d Lev. 26:22; Lam. 1:1. 
e Deut. 5:28,29. f Ezra8:21. g Ex.9:29. bh 1 Kings, 22: 14, 
i 1Sam.3:18; Acts 20:20, j Gen. 31:50; Ex. 20:7. k Deut. 
5:27. I chap. 7:23; Deut. 6:3. m chap.31:28, mn chap. 18:8; 


Isa. 43:5; Rom, 8:31. q Psa. 
106:45. r chap. 44:16. 8s Deut. 29:19,20. .t Deut. 17: If, 
u chap. 44:13. v Ezek. 11:8. + Heb. cleave. } Heb. all the 
men be, Ww ver, 22; chap. 24:10. x chap. 7: 20. y chap. 89:2; 
Lam. 2:5, 2 chap, 24:9; 29:18, 22; 42:18; Zech. 8:13. 


Deut. 32:36. o Mat. 10:28. 





CHAPTER XLII. 

12. Cause you to return to your own land ; 
most of the people whom Jeremiah addressed had 
been dispersed among the surrounding nations, and 
they were now in an unsettled state and on their 
way to Egypt. The prophet’s meaning is, that if 
they will obey God, Nebuchadnezzar shall give 
them quiet possession of their own land. 

14. We will go into the land of Egypt ; the 
spirit that prompted them to this course was sinfu 
reliance on the hats of man, rather than on God’s 
promises. Compare Isa. 30:1-5; 31:1-3. 
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. INSTRUCTIONS. 

Wicked men have a general conviction of the 
necessity of God’s favor and protection, that they 
may be safe from danger and prospered in their 
undertakings; and they are often ready to seek 
counsel from his servants with much apparent 
earnestness and humility, and with many profes- 
sions of an obedient spirit. But they have no true 
regard to God's authority, and when his commands 


1| interfere with their cherished desires and purposes, 


they will rebel against him, saying, “ Who is the 
Lord, that we should obey his voice.” 
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Jeremiah carried 
4 M6. 19 | The Lorn hath said con- 
cerning you, O ye remnant of Judah; 
Go ye not into Egypt: know certainly 
that I have *admonished you this day. 

20 For yet dissembled in *your” hearts, 
when ye sent me unto the Lorn yourGod, 
saying, °Pray for us unto the Lorp our 
God; and according unio all that the 
Lorp our God shall say, so declare unto 
us, and we will do zt. 

21 And now I have this 4day declared 
it to you; but ye have not obeyed the 
voice of the Lorp your God, nor any 


thing for the which he hath sent me 


unto you. 

22 Now therefore © know certainly that 
ye shall die by the sword, by the fam- 
ine, and by the pestilence, in the ‘place 
whither ye desire #to go and to sojourn. 


CHAPTER ALTLI. 


Johanan, discrediting Jeremiah’s prophecy. carrieth 
Jeremiah and others into Egypt. % Jeremiah proph- 
esieth by a type the conquest of Egypt by the Baby- 
lonians. 


Ae it came to pass, that when Jeremi- 
ah had made an end of speaking unto 
all the people all the words of the Lorn 
their God, for which the Lorp their God 
had sent himto them,even all these words, 

2 Then &spake Azariah the son of 
Hoshaiah, and Johanan the son of Ka- 
reah, and all the "proud men, saying 
unto Jeremiah, Thou speakest falsely: 
ihe Lorp our God hath not sent thee to 
say, Go not into Egypt to sojourn there: 

3 But Baruch the son of Neriah setteth 
thee on against us, for to deliver us into 
the hand of the Chaldeans, that they 
might put us to death, and carry us away 
captives into Babylon. 

4 So Johanan the son of Kareah, and 
all the captains of the forces, and all the 
people, obeyed not the voice of the Lorn, 
to dwell in the land of Judah. 

5 But Johanan the son of Kareah, and 
all the captains of the forces, took all the 
remnant: of Judah, that were returned 
from all nations, whither they had been 
driven, to dwell in the land of Judah; 


_ 
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with the Jews into Egypt. 


6 Even men, and women, and children, 
and the king’sidaughters, and every per- 
son that Nebuzar-adan the captain of the 
guard had * left with Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam the son ofShaphan, and Jeremiah 
the prophet, and Baruch the son of Neriah. 

7 So'they came into the land of Egypt: 
for they obeyed not the voice of the Lorp: 
thus came they even to ™ Tahpanhes. 

8 J Then came the word of the Lorp 
unto Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying, 

9 Take great stones in thy hand, and 
hide them in the clay in the brickkiln, 
which zs at the entry of Pharaoh’s house 
in Tahpanhes, in the sight of the men of 
Judah; 

10 And say unto them, Thus saith the 
Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, 
I will send and take Nebuchadrezzar the 
king of Babylon, my "servant, and will 
set his throne upon these stones that J 
have hid; and he shall spread his royal 
pavilion over them. 

11 And when he cometh, le shall °smite 
the land of Egypt, and deliver ? such as are 
for death to death; and such as are for 
captivity to captivity ; and such as are for 
the sword to the sword. 

12 And I will kindle a fire in the houses 
of the 4gods of Egypt; and he shall burn 
them,and carry them away captives: and 
he shall array himself with the land of 
Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on his gar- 
ment; and he shall go forth from thence 
in peace. 

13 He shall break also the $ images of 
Beth-shemesh,! that zs in the land of 
Egypt; and the houses of the gods of the 
Egyptians shall he burn with fire. 


CHAPTER XLIV. 


1 Jeremiah expresseth the desolation of Judah for their 
idolatry. 11 He prophesieth their destruction, who 
commit idolatry in Egypt. 15 The obstinacy of the 
Jews. 20 Jeremiah threateneth them for the same, 
29 and for asign prophesieth the destruction of Egypt. 


HE word that came to Jeremiah con- 

cerning all the Jews which dwell in 

the land of Egypt, which dwell at 'Mig- 

dol, and at *Tahpanhes, and at tNoph, 
and in the country of Pathros, saying, 





* Heb. testified against you.  } Or, have used deceit against 
your souls; Num. 16:38. a Gal. 6:7. » chap. 17:10 © ver, 2, 
4 Deut. 11:26,27. ever.17; Ezek.6:11. f Hosea9:6. $ Or, to 
go tosgourn & chap. 41:2. b Prov. 8:13; 16.5; Isa. 9:9, 10; 
vames 4:6. ichap. 40:11,12. jchap. 4:10. k chap. 39:10. 12 


Chron, 25:16. m chap. 2:16; 44:1; called Hanes, Isa. 30: 4. 
a chap. 25:9; 27:6; Ezek.29: 18.20. ochap. 46:13. p chap. 15:2; 
Zech. 11:9. qchap. 46:25. Q Heb. statues, or standing images. 

Ir, The house of the sun. ¥ chap, 46:14; Ex. 14:2. 


I| € e chap. 
43.7. ¢ Isa. 19: 13. 





CHAPTER XLIII. 
7. Tahpanhes; on the frontier of Egypt tow- 


_ ards Palestine. 


10. My servant ; as executing God's purposes, 

though he knew it not. 
INSTRUCTIONS. ' 

1-7. They who best understand the deceitfulness 
and desperate wickedness of the human heart, will 
be slow to rely upon the promises of wicked men 
to receive and obey (Tod's counsels; and will pre- 
pare themselves to encounter reproach and persecu- 





tion whenever their answers are not agreeable to 
the feelings and wishes of wicked men who consult 
them. 

8-13. It is vain to seek safety by disobeying 
God's commands. His wrath will follow sinners 
into all their false refuges, and destroy them and 
their hiding-places together. 


CHAPTER XLIV. 


1. Migdol; on the north-eastern frontier -of 
Egypt towards Palestine. Ex. 14:2. Tahpan- 
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Chastisement of 


2 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the 
God of Israel; Ye have seen all the evil 
that I have brought upon Jerusalem, and 
upon all the cities of Judah; and behold, 
this day they are a *desolation, and no 
man dwelleth therein ; 

3 Because of their wickedness which 
they have committed to provoke me to 
anger, in that they went to burn incense, 
and to serve other gods, whom ‘they 
knew not, neither they, ye, nor your fa- 
thers. 

A Howbeit I “sent unto you all my ser- 
vants the prophets, rising early and send- 
ing them, saying, Oh, do not this °abom- 
inable thing that I hate. 

5 But *they hearkened not, nor inclined 
their ear to turn from their wickedness, 
to burn no incense unto other gods. 

6 Wherefore my &fury and mine anger 
was poured forth, and was kindled in the 
cities of Judah and in the streets of Jeru- 
salem; and they are wasted and desolate, 
as at this day. 

7 Therefore now thus saith the Lorn, 
the God of hosts, the God of Israel: Where- 
fore commit ye this great evil against 
your" souls, to cut off from you man and 
woman, child and suckling, out *of Ju- 
dah, to leave you none to remain: 

8 In that ye 'provoke me unto wrath 
with the works of your hands, burning 
incense unto other gods in the land of 
Egypt, whither ye be gone to dwell, that 
ye might cut yourselves off, and that ye 
might be a curse and a reproach among 
all the nations of the earth? 

9 Have iye forgotten the t wickedness 
of your fathers, and the wickedness of 
the kings of Judah, and the wickedness 
of their wives, and your own wicked- 
ness, and the wickedness of your wives, 
which they have committed in the land 
of Judah, and inthe streets of Jerusalem? 

10 They are not #humbled even unto 
this day, neither have they ‘feared, nor 
walked in my law, nor in my statutes, 
that I set before you and before your 
fathers. 

11 | Therefore thus saith the Lorp of 
hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will 
set my 'face against you for evil, and to 
cut off all Judah. 
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the Jews in Egypt. 


12 And I will take the remnant “,"@37- 
of Judah, that have set their faces to go 
into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, 
and they shall all be consumed, and fall 
in the land of Egypt; they shall even be 
consumed by the sword and by the fam- 
ine: they shall die, from the ” least even 
unto the greatest. by the sword and by 
the famine: and they shall be an execra- 
tion, and an astonishment, and a curse, 
and a reproach. 

13 For | will punish them that dwell in 
the land of Egypt, as | have punished 
Jerusalem, by the sword, by the famine, 
and by the pestilence: 

14 So that none of the remnant of Ju- 
dah, which are °gone into the land of 
Egypt to sojourn there, shall escape or 
remain, that they should return into the 
land of Judah, to the which they §have 
a desire to return to dwell there: for 
none shall return but Psuch as shall 
escape. \ 

15 Y Then all the men which knew 
that their wives had burned incense 
unto other gods, and all the women that 
stood by, a great multitude, even all the 
people that dwelt in the land of Egypt, 
in Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying, 

16 As for the word that thou hast spo- 
ken unto us in the name of the Lorp, 
we' will not hearken unto thee. 

17 But we will certainly do whatsoever 
thing goeth forth out of our *own mouth, 
to burn incense unto the |! queen of heav- 
en, and to pour out drink-offerings unto 
her, as we have done, twe, and our fa- 
thers, our kings, and our princes, in the 
cities of Judah, and in the streets of Je- 
rusalem: for "then had we plenty of * vict- 
uals, and were well, and saw no evil. 

18 But since we left off to burn incense 
to the queen of heaven, and to pour out 
drink-offerings unto her, we have wanted 
all things, and have been consumed by 
the sword and by the famine. 

19 And when we burned incense to the 
queen of heaven, and poured out drink- 
offerings unto her, did we make her cakes 
to worship her, and pour out drink-offer- 
ings unto her, without our fmen? _ 

20 4 Then Jeremiah said unto all the 
people, to the men, and to the women, 





a chap. 34:22; Lam, 1:1,16. bchap.19:4. ¢ Deut. 13:6; 
32:17. 4d chap. 29:19; 2 Chron, 36:15. e Ezek. 16:36, 47. 
f Rev. 2:21,22. g chap. 42:18 hb chap. 7:19; 25:7; Num. 
16:38; Prov. 8:36. * Heb. of the midstof. i chap. 25:6, 7; 
Isa. 3:8; 1 Cor. 10:22; Heb. 3:16. ) Ezra9:13,14. 7 Heb. 
wickednesses, or punishments. 4 Heb. contrite; Psa. 51:17. 


k Prov. 14;16; Eccl. 8:12,13; Mal.4:% 1 Lev. 17:10; Ezek. 
14:7, 8; Amos 9:4. m chap. 42:15, etc. n Hosea4:6. © Isa. 
30:1-3. 9 Heb. Lift up their soul. p ver.28. 4 Neh. 13:26. 
r chap. 6:16. 8 ver. 25; Psa.12:4. || Or, frame ; 2 Kings, 
17:16, t chap.7:18. u Hosea2:5-9, * Heb. bread. f Or, 
husbands. 





hes; see note onchap. 43:7. Noph; the same as 
“ Moph,” (English version, ‘“ Memphis,”) Hosea 
9:6. A large city of ancient Egypt on the west 
bank of the Nile, a little above Cairo. 

9. Have ye forgotten the wickedness—in the 
land of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusa- 





lem; have ye forgotten the judgments which | 
brought upon you for your wickedness there? 
+ wives had burned incense; their 


15. Their wives 
wives were leaders in seregh 5 Probably some of 
Jompare Deut. 17:17; 


them were of heathen origin. 
1 Kings, 11:1, 4° 19:13. 
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Egypt threatened 


«M37, and to all the people which had 
given him that answer, saying, 

21 The incense that ye burned in the 
cities of Judah,-and in the streets of Je- 
rusalem, ye and your fathers, your kings 
and your princes, and the people of the 
land, did not the Lorp remember them, 
and care it not into his mind? 

22 So that the Lorp could no longer 
bear,* because of the evil of your doings, 
and because of the abominations which 
ye have committed; therefore "is your 
land a desolation, and an astonishment, 
and a curse, without an inhabitant, as 
at‘ this day. 

23 Because ye have burned ‘incense, 
and because ye have sinned against the 
Lorp, and have not obeyed the voice of 
the Lorp, nor walked in his *law, nor 
in his ‘statutes, nor in his & testimonies ; 
therefore" this evil is happened unto you, 
as at this day. 

24 Moreover Jeremiah said unto all the 
people, and to all the women, Hear the 
word of the Lorn, all Judah ‘that are in 
the land of Egypt: 

25 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the 
God of Israel, saying; Ye and your wives 
have bothj spoken with your mouths, and 
fulfilled with your hand, saying, We will 
surely perform our vows that we have 
vowed, to burn incense to the queen of 
heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings 
unto her: ye willsurely accomplish your 
vows, and surely perform your vows. 

26 Therefore hear ye the word of the 
Lorp, all Judah that dwell in the land of 
Egypt; Behold, | have 'sworn by my 
great name, saith the Lorn, that "my 
name shall no more be named in the 
mouth of any man of Judah in all the 
land of Egypt, saying, The Lord Gop 
liveth. 

27 Behold, I will watch over them for 
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with desolation. 


evil," and not for good: and all the men of 
Judah that are in the land of Egypt shall 
be °consumed by the sword and by the 
famine, until there be an end of them. 

28 Yet Pa sniall number that escape 
the sword shall return out of the land of 
Egypt into the land of Judah; and all 
the remnant of Judah, that are gone into 
the land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall 
know whose words shall stand, *mine, 
or itheirs. 

29 J And this shall be a sign unto you, 
saith the Lorp, that I will punish you 
in this place, that ye may know that my 
words shall surely stand against you for 
evil: 

30 Thus saith the Lorn; Behold, I‘ will’ 
give Pharaoh-hophra king of Egypt into 
the hand of his enemies, and into the hand 
of them that seek his life; as I gave Zed- 
ekiah® king of Judah into the hand of Neb- 
uchadrezzar king of Babylon, his enemy, 
and that sought his life. 


GTAP Toh: Ni 
1 Baruch being dismayed, 4 Jeremiah instructeth and 
comforteth him. 

HE word that Jeremiah the prophet 
spake unto ‘Baruch the son of Neri- 
ah, when he had written these words in 
a book at the mouth of Jeremiah, in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Jo- 

siah king of Judah, saying, 

2 Thus saith the Lorn, the God of Is- 
rael, unto thee, O Baruch; 

3 Thou didst say, Woe is me now! "for 
the Lorp hath added grief to my sorrow: 
I Yfainted in my sighing, and I * find no 
Fest; 

4 J Thus shalt thou say unto him, The 
Lorp saith thus; Behold, that which I 
have built will I break *down, and that 
which I have planted I will pluck up, 
even this whole land. 





® lea. 43:24; Mal.2:17  bchap.25:11, ¢ ver.6, 41 Cor |7:6, © ver. 12; 2 Kings, 21:14, p ver. 14; I9n,,27211;3.1 (Heh), 
10:20: 2Cor.6;16. e Psa. 119:150. f Psa 1149:155. g Psa. | from me,or them. q Psa. 33:11. Fr chap, 46; 25, 26; Ezek. 29:3, 
96:56. b 1 Kings,9:9; Neb. 13:18; Dan. 9.11,12. i chap. | etc.; 30:21, etc. § chap. 39:5, tchap 36:1,4,32 uu Jub 23:2, 
43:7. J ver. 15. k Job 34:22; James1:14,15. | Gen, 22:18; |v Psa. 27.13, w Psa. 77:3, 4. x Isa. 5:5. 
Heb. 6: 13. w Ezek. 20.39; Amos 6:10. o chap, 31:28; Ezek e 





26. Shall no more be named in the mouth 
of any man of Judah; because all shall be 
estroyed except a small remnant. Ver. 27, 28. 

30. Pharaoh-hophra; the reigning monarch of 
Egypt, called “ Apries” by the Greeks. He was de- 
feated by Nebuchadnezzar at Carchemish, and after- 
wards dethroned and strangled by his own troops. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2-10. When wicked men refuse to take warnin 
from the punishment of those who have rare 
the same sins before them, it is a great aggravation 
of their guilt. 

11-14. God's wrath follows the wicked into 
every place whither they flee for safety, and over- 
throws all their vain confidences. It is only by 
repenting and returning to him that they can escape 
destruction. 

15-23. Wicked men are prone to impute their 





misfortunes to every other cause, rather than the 
true one; nay more, to seek a return of prosperity 
from those very practices which have brought ruin 
upon them. 

24-30. They who will no longer hear reproof are 
in the road to speedy destruction: God will fight 
against them and their helpers, and both shall perish 


together. 
CHAPTER XLV. 

1. In the fourth year of Jehoiakim; see 
chapter 36. This prophecy belongs to an earlier 
date than those recorded in the preceding eight 
chapters. | 

3. Woe is me now; Baruch was dismayed in 
view of the sufferings to which he was exposed in 
consequence of writing the roll mentioned in chap. 
36, as well as of the calamitous condition of his 


country. 
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Conquest of Egypt 


5 And seekest thou great things for thy- 
self? seek them *not: for behold, I will 
bring evil upon all flesh, saith the Lorp: 
but thy life will I give unto thee for a 
prey‘ in all places whither thou goest. 


CHAPTER XLVI. 


Jeremiah prophesieth the overthrow of Pharaoh's 
army at Euphrates, 13 and the conquest of Egypt 
by Nebuchadrezzar. 27 He comforteth Jacob in 
their chastisement. 


HE word of the Lorn which came to 
Jeremiah the prophet against the 
Gentiles ;4 

2 Against Egypt, °against the army of 
Pharaoh-necho king of Egypt, which was 
by the river Euphrates in Carchemish, 
which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
smote in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the 
son of Josiah king of Judah. 

3 Order fye the buckler and shield, 
and draw near to battle. 

4 Harness the horses; and get up, ye 
horsemen, and stand forth with your 
helmets; furbish the spears, and put on 
the brigandines. 

5 Wherefore have! seenthem dismayed 
and turned away back? and their mighty 
ones® are *beaten down, and are fled 
apace,t and look not back: for "fear was 
round about, saith the Lorp. 

6 Let not the ‘swift flee away, nor the 
mighty man escape; they shall Jstum- 
ble. and fall toward the north by the 
river Euphrates. 

7 Who 2s this that cometh up as a * flood, 
whose waters are moved as the rivers ? 

8 Egypt riseth up like a flood, and his 
waters are moved like the rivers; and he 


—_ 


JEREMIAH XLVI. 


by Nebuchadnezzar. 


saith, 'I will go up, and will cover “gM, "3a: 


the earth; I wiil destroy the city and the 
inhabitants thereof. 

9 Come up, ye horses; and rage, ye 
chariots; and let the mighty men come 
forth; the + Ethiopians and the § Libyans, 
that handle the shield; and the Lydians, 
that handle and bend the “bow. 

10 For this zs the "day of the Lord Gop 
of hosts, a day of vengeance, that he may 
avenge him of his adversaries: and the 
sword”? shall devour, and it shall be sa- 
tiate and made drunk with their blood: 
for the Lord Gop of hosts hath a Psaeri- 
fice in the north country by the river 
Euphrates. 

11 Go up into Gilead, and 4take balm, 
O' virgin, the daughter of Egypt: in vain 
shalt thou use many medicines ; for thou 
shalt *not be cured. 

12 Thenations have heard of thy shame, 
and thy ery hath filled the land; for the 
mighty man hath stumbled against the 
mighty,and they are fallen both together. 

13 YJ The word that the Lorp spake to 
Jeremiah the prophet, how Nebuchadrez- 
zar king of Babylon tshould come and 
smite the land of Egypt. 

14 Declare ye in Egypt, and publish in 
Migdol, and publish in Noph and in Tah- 
panhes: say ye, Stand fast, and prepare 
thee; for the sword shall devour round 
about thee. 

15 Why are thy valiant men swept 
away? they stood not, "because the Lorp 
did drive them. 

16 He *made many to fall, yea, *one 
fell upon another: and they said, Arise, 





a Mat. 6:25-32; Luke 12:15. » chap. 25:26; Zeph. 3:8. 
e chap. 39:18. @ chap. 25:15, etc. e 2 Chron. 35:20. Fulfilled 
presently. fchap, 51:11,12; Nahum2:1, g Rev. 6:15. * Heb, 
broken in pieces, | Heb. a flight. bh chap. 6:25; 49:29. iEccl. 
9:11; Amos2:14. j Dan. 11:19,22. k chap. 47:2. 1 Ex. 15:9, 


¢ Heb. Cush. % Heb. Put. m Isa. 66:19. n Isa. 13:6; 34:6, 
8; 63:4; Joel1:15. o Deut. 32:42, p Ezek.39:17; Zeph, 1:7. 
q clap. 8:22; 61:8. Ff Isa. 4721. Heb. no cure shall be unto 
thee. 8 Ezek.30:21, t chap. 43: 10,11; Isa,19:1; Ezek, chap. 
29, 30,32. Fulfilled 571. u Psa. 18:14, 39. 





5. And seekest thou great things for thyself? 
in a time of general desolation Baruch must not set 
his heart on temporal ease, honor, and affluence. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

It is well to count beforehand the cost of God’s ser- 
vice, and to hold ourselves ready to endure hardships 
in the performance of it. We ought never to set our 
hearts on personal ease and preferment, but in times 
of general public calamity this is peculiarly improp- 
. er; we should then be content with the continuance 


of our lives, and our opportunities to labor in behalf 


of God’s cause. 
CHAPTER XLVI. 

1. Against the Gentiles ; these words refer to 
the whole series of prophecies contained in this and 
the five following chapters. 

2. Pharaoh-necho ; he made two expeditions 
against Carchemish; in the first of these he slew 
Josiah, 2 Chron. 35: 20-24, and afterwards de- 
feated the Chaldeans and took the city; in the 
second, his army was defeated with great loss, as 
here predicted. 

3. Order ye the buckler ; addressed to the Egyp- 
tians: as much as to say, All your preparations for 
war shall a in your own destruction. 
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4. Get up, ye horsemen; go up against As- 
syria. Verse 7. But many render, “ Mount, ye 
horsemen.” DBrigandines ; coats of mail. 

5, 6. Wherefore have I seen—they shall stum- 
ble and fall ; the prophet sees in vision the terror 
and flight of the Egyptians by the Euphrates. 

7,8. Who is this—will cover the earth ; the 
prophet returns now to the preparations of the Egyp- 
tians. He compares their vast armies to the over- 
flowing waters of the Nile. 

9. Lydians; here probably an African tribe. 
Compare Ezek. 30:5. 

10. The day of the Lord God of hosts ; when 
he gathers together the armies of Egypt to destroy 
them. A sacrifice; a great slaughter of the 
Egyptians. In the north country ; in the land 
of the Chaldeans. See note chap. 1:14. 

11. Gilead; the land of balm. Chap. 8:22. 
The meaning is, Though thou gather‘the balm of 
Gilead, thou canst not be healed of thy wounds. 

14. Stand fast—prepare thee ; a mighty con- 
queror is coming: let Egypt prepare to resist him, 
if she can. 

16. They said; the hired troops of the Egyp- 
tians. ; 
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In all chastisements 


Beer and let us go again to our own 


people, and to the land of our nativity, 
from the oppressing sword. 

17 They did ery there, Pharaoh king of 
Egypt ts but a noise; he hath passed the 
time appointed. 

18 As I| live, saith the King, whose 
name zs the Lorp of hosts, Surely as 
Tabor ts among the mountains, and as 
Carmel by the sea, so shall he come. 

19 O thou daughter dwelling in Egypt, 
furnish t thyself to go into captivity: for 
Noph shall be waste and desolate with- 
out an inhabitant. 

20 Egypt is like a very “ fair heifer, but 
destruction cometh; it cometh out of the 
north. 

21 Also her hired men are in the midst 
of her like + fatted bullocks; for they also 
are turned back, and are fled away to- 
gether: they did not stand, because the 
day® of their calamity was come upon 
them, and the time of their visitation. 

22 The voice thereof shall go like a 
serpent; for they shall march with an 
army, and come against her with axes, 
as hewers of wood. 

23 They shall cut down her forest, saith 
the Lorn, though it cannot be searched; 
because they are more than the grasshop- 
pers, and ure innumerable. 

24 The daughter of Egypt shall be con-| 
founded; she shall be delivered into the. 
hand of the people of the north. 

25 The Lorp of hosts, the God of Isra- 
el, saith ; Behold, I will punish § the mul- 











* Heb. multrpited the faller. a Lev, 26; 37. 
instruments of captivity. » Isa 20:4. © Hosea 10:11. p 
47.2 } Heb. bullocks of the stall. e chap. 50:27; Deut. 32:35; 
Psa 37.13 Or, nourisher ; Heb Amon. { Nahum3:%. g chap. 
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17. There; in the land of their nativity. after 
their return home. Passed the time appointed; 
not sustained us with his presence and forces at 
the appointed time. 

18. As Tabor—as Carmel—shall he come: 
Nebuchadnezzar shall come with the strength and 
majesty of Tabor and Carmel. the two most promi- 
nent mountains in northern Palestine. 

19. Daughter dwelling in Egypt; Egypt is 
personified as a delicate female. 

21. Her hired men; see note on verse 16. 
Like bullocks ; they are well fed and 
lusty, but flee in wild confusion before the enemy. 
2, The voice thereof ; \iteraily, “her voice,” 
Egypt’s voice. Shall go like a serpent; as a 
serpent retreats with hissing and terror before the 
woodman. Against her; against Egypt. 

23. Her forest ; her armies and people. Though 
it cannot be searched; though its trees are of 
vast extent and innumerable. 

25. No; the celebrated capital of Egypt, in 
ae Egypt on both sides of the Nile. Nahum 

26. Afterwardit shall be inhabited ; the des- 
olation of Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar was only tem- 
porary. Compare Ezek. 29: 11-15. 

‘“ INSTRUCTIONS. 
2. Nations that know not od are subject to his 





JEREMIAH XLVII. 


+ Heb, make the | 44 


Jacob is preserved. 


titude of ‘No, and Pharaoh, and Egypt, 
with their gods, and their kings; even 
Pharaoh, and all them that trust in him: 

26 And &I will deliver them into the 
hand of those that seek their lives, and 
into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king 
of Babylon, and into the hand of his ser- 
vants: and afterward it shall be inhab- 
ited, as in the days of old, saith the 
Lorp. 

27 J But fear not "thou, O my servant 
Jacob, and be not dismayed, O Israel: 
for behold, I will save thee from afar 
off, and thy sced from the land of their 
captivity; and Jacob shall return, and 
be in rest and at case, and none shall 
make Aim afraid. 

28 Fear thou not, O Jacob my servant, 
saith the Lorn: for I am with thee: for 
I will make a fullend of all the nations 
whither I have driven thee: but I will 
not make a full end of thee, but correct 
thee in measure; yet! will I not | leave 
thee wholly unpunished. 


CHAP Eh ih xh Vit. 
The destruction of the Philistines. 
HE word of the Lorp that came to 
Jeremiah the prophet jagainst the 
Philistines, * before that Pharaoh smote 
Gaza.* 

2 Thus saith the Lorn; Behold, waters 
risc up out of the 'north, and shall be 
an overflowing flood, and shall overflow 
the land, and *all that is therein; the 
city, and them that dwell therein: then 








h leas. 45291, §.. 1 1sa2 27.7 4 Heh. 12: 5-10; REV 2-19; 
erly cut thee off. j Ezek. 25-14; Zeph. 2.4.5. * Heb. 
k Amos 1. 6-8. | chap. 46:20 


220, 
Or, ult 
stahs Chap. 25; 20 


I 
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providential control. He makes all their move- 
inents subservient to the interests of his church, 
exalting one to power and overthrowing another, 
according to his pleasure. 

°. When God fights against a people, no array 
of humay might can avail; he will turn all its 
plans for conquering others to its own destruction. 

17. Since all the power of kings and rulers comes 
from God, none of them can shield transgressors 
against his wrath. Sinners who confide in their 
promises of help, will find them to be *‘ but a noise” 
without substance. 

27, 28. The nations of the world rise to power 
and perish in rapid succession; but in the midst of 
all these changes, God’s kingdom is continually 
advancing under his own immediate superintend- 
ence. All the afflictions which befall his people 
have the effect, net to destroy, but to purify them, 
and thus prepare them for increased prosperity. 


; CHAPTER XLVII. 

1. Before that Pharaoh smote Gaza ; this is 
mentioned simply as a date, for the prophecy re- 
lates to the desolation of Philistia, not by Pharaoh, 
but by Nebuchadnezzar. ~ 

2. Waters ; a symbol of overflowing and deso- 
tating armies. Out of the north ; out of Baby- 
ton. Chap. 1:14. Nebuchadnezzar besieged and 
took Tyre, chap. 27:3, 6; Ezek. 26:7-14; and 
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the men shall ery, and all the inhabit- 
ants of the land shall howl. 

3 At the *noise of the stamping of the 
hoofs of his strong horses, at the rush- 
ing of his chariots, and at the rumbling 
of his wheels, the fathers shall not look 
back to their children for feebleness of 
hands; 

4 Because of the day that cometh to 
spoil all the Philistines, and to cut off 
from Tyrus and Zidon every helper that 
remaineth; for the Lorp will spoil the 
Philistines, the remnant of the Tcountry 
of »Caphtor. 

5 Baldness is come upon ‘Gaza; Ash- 
kelon is cut off with the remnant of their 
valley: how long wilt thou cut thyself ? 

6 O thou 4sword of the Lorp, how 
long will it be ere thou be quiet? *put 
up thyself into thy scabbard, rest, and 
be still. 

7 How $can it be quiet, seeing the Lorp 
hath given it a charge against Ashke- 
lon, and against the sea-shore? there 
hath he fappointed it. 


CHAPIN XEValt. 


The judgment of Moab, 7 for their pride, 11 for their 
security, 14 for their carnal confidence, 26 and for 
their contempt of God and his people. 47 The res- 
toration of Moab. 


Daan Moab thus saith the Lorp 
of hosts, the God of Israel; Woe 
unto Nebo! for it is spoiled: Kiriathaim 
is confounded and taken: || Misgab is 
confounded and dismayed. 

2 There shall be no more praise of Moab: 


i 
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of Moab. 


in "Heshbon they have devised 43%5 
evil against it; come, and let us cut it 
off from being a nation. Also thou shalt 
be *eut down, O Madmen; the sword 
shall 7 pursue thee. 

3 A voice of crying shall be from Horo- 
naim, spoiling and great destruction. 

4 Moab is destroyed; her little ones 
have caused a ery to be heard. 

5 For in the going up of Luhith #con- 
tinual weeping shall go up; for in the 
going down of Horonaim the enemies 
have heard a cry of destruction. 

6 Flee, 'save your lives, and be like 
the’ heath in the wilderness. 

7 Y For because thou hast /trusted in | 
thy works and in thy treasures, thou 
shalt also be taken: and * Chemosh shall 
go forth into captivity with his 'priests 
and his princes together. 

8 And the spoiler shall come upon every 
city, and no city shall escape: the valley 
also shall perish, and the plain shall be 
destroyed, as the Lorp hath spoken. 

9 Give wings unto Moab, that it may 
flee and get away: for the cities thereof 
shall be desolate, without any to dwell 
therein. 

10 Cursed ™be he that doeth the work of 
the Lorn !deceitfully, and cursed be he 
that keepeth back his sword from blood. 

11 Y Moab hath been at ease from 
his youth, and he hath "settled on his 
lees, and hath not been emptied from 
vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone 
into captivity: therefore his taste *re- 





* Heb, the fulness thereof. achap 8:16; Nahum3:2 ff Heb. 
isle. b Gen. 10:14. ¢ Zech.9: d Deut. 32:41; Ezek, 21:3-8., 
t Heb. gather. % Heb. canst thou? e¢ Ezek. 14:17. f Micah 
6:9. g Isa. 15; 16; 25:10; Ezek. 24:8,9, Amos2.1,2. || Or, 


the high place. b Num. 32:37. * Or, brought to silence , Isa 


15:1. + Heb. goafter, £ Heb. weeping with weeping. i chap. 
51.6; Mark 13: 14-16. 3 Or,a naked tree. 1 Tim.6:17. kK Num. 
21:29; Jndg. 11.24. I chap. 44:3, mJudg.5:23; 1 Sam. 15:3, 
9; 1 Kings, 20°42. |] Or, neglzgently. 0 Zeph.1:12, * Heb. 
stood, 





afterwards conquered Egypt.. Ezek. 29: 17-20. 
It was during this expedition that his armies over- 
ran Philistia. Compare ver. 4. 

3. The fathers shall not look back to their 
children ; shall not concern themselves about their 
safety. Feebleness of hands; the etlect of ex- 
treme terror. 

4. From Tyrus and Zidon ; see note on ver. 2. 
Every helper that remaineth ; every one who 
could help them against the common invader. 
Caphtor ; the original country of the Philistines: 
according to some, Cappadocia; according to others, 
the island of Crete. 

5. Cut thyself ; as a sign of deep distress. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

God’s judgments upon wicked nations often come 
like an overflowing flood which nothing can resist, 
and which sweeps away every thing. Before them 
the great and the mighty find themselves utterly 
helpless, having no power either to resist or to 
escape. How terrible will be that great day of 
judgment which shall destroy for ever “all the 

roud, yea, and all that do wickedly, that it shall 

eave them neither root nor branch.” 


CHAPTER XLVIII. 
1. Against Moad ; in this prophecy Jeremiah 
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makes a free use of the earlier prophecy of Isaiah. 
The reader may consult the notes on Isaiah, chap- 
ters 15 and 16, where will be found an account of 
many of the places mentioned in this chapter, and 
also an explanation of many of its peculiar expres- 
sions. The overthrow of Moab, however, which 
Isaiah predicted, was not the same as that which 
is here foretold. The former took place in connec- 
tion with the captivity of the ten tribes, and in [sai- 
ah’s day, Isa. 16:14; the latter, as also that of the 
nations mentioned in the following chapters, was 
accomplished by Nebuchadnezzar. Ktriathaim ; 
in the northern part of Moab, west of Medebah. 

2. They have devised evil; the enemies of 
Moab have devised; in allusion to the signification 
of the word Heshbon, that is, ‘ device,” as it is 
rendered Eccl. 9: 10. 

6. Be like the heath in the wilderness ; that 
is, solitary and desolate. Chap. 17:6. 

7. Chemosh ; the national god of the Moabites. 
1 Kings, 11:7; 2 Kings, 23: 13. 

10. Cursed be he; he among the executioners 
of God's wrath upon Moab. j 

11. Settled on his lees ; as the flavor of wine is 
increased by leaving it to stand on the lees, so long 
tranquillity had increased the strength and riches 
of Moab, and with these his pride. 
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The judgment 
A 3 mained in him, and his scent is 
not changed. ‘ 


12 Therefore, behold, the days come, 
saith the Lorn, that I will send unto him 
wanderers, that shall cause him to wan- 
der, and shall empty his vessels, and 
break their bottles. 

13 And Moab shall be ashamed of Che- 
mosh, as the house of Israel was ashamed 
of * Beth-el their confidence. 

14 Y How say ye, We are mighty and 
strong men for the war? 

15 Moab is spoiled, and gone up out of 
her cities, and *his chosen » young men 
are gone down to the slaughter, saith the 
King, whose ‘name is The Lorp of hosts. 

16 The calamity of Moab zs near to 
come, and his affliction hasteth fast. 

17 All ye that are about him, bemoan 
him; and all ye that know his name, 
say, 4‘ How is the strong staff broken, and 
the beautiful rod ! 

18 Thou ‘daughter that dost inhabit 
Dibon, come down from thy glory, and 
sit in thirst; for the spoiler of Moab 
shall come upon thee, and he shall de- 
stroy thy strong-holds. 

19 O tinhabitant of fAroer, stand by 
the way, and espy; ask him that fleeth, 
and her that escapeth, and say, What is 
done? 

20 Moab is confounded; for it is bro- 
ken down: howl and cry; tell ye it in 
Arnon, that Moab is spoiled, 

21 And judgment is come upon the 
plain country; upon Holon, and upon 
Jahazah, and upon Mephaath, 

22 And upon Dibon, and upon Nebo, 
and upon Beth-diblathaim, 

23 And upon Kiriathaim, and upon 
Beth-gamul, and upon Beth-meon, 
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of Moab. 


24 And upon Kerioth, and upon Boz- 
rah, and upon all the cities of the land 
of Moab, far or near. 

25 The horn of Moab is cut off, and 
his "arm is broken, saith the Lorp. 

26 4 Make ye him ‘drunken; for he 
magnified himself against the /Lorp: 
Moab also shall wallow in his vomit, 
and ‘he also shall be in derision. 

27 For was not !Israel a derision unto 
thee? was he found among thieves? for 
since thou spakest of him, thou ?skip- 
pedst for joy. 

28 O ye that dwell in Moab, leave the 
cities, and dwell in the rock, and be like 
the dove that maketh her nest in the 
sides of the hole’s mouth. 

29 We have heard the ™ pride of Moab, 
(he is exceeding proud,) his loftiness, 
and his arrogancy, and his pride, and 
the haughtiness of his heart. 

30 I know his wrath, saith the Lorn; 
but zt shall not be so; his Slies shall not 
so effect zt. 

31 Therefore will I howl for Moab, 
and I will ery out for all Moab; my 
heart shall mourn for the men of Kir- 
heres. 

32 O vine of Sibmah, I will weep for 
thee with the weeping of Jazer: thy 
plants are gone over the sea, they reach 
even to the sea of Jazer: the spoiler is 
fallen upon thy summer fruits and upon 
thy vintage. 

33 And joy and gladness is taken from 
the plentiful field, and from the land of 
Moab; and I have caused wine to fail 
from the wine-presses: none shall tread 
with shouting; their shouting shall be no 
shouting. 

34 From the cry of Heshbon even unto 





a 1 Kings, 12:29. 
¢ chap. 51:57; James 6: 4. 
:1Y. Heb. inhaditress. 


* Heb. the choice of. » Isa. 40:30, 31. 
d Isa. 9:4; 14:4,5,12.  e chap. 
€ Deat. 2:36. g Psa. 75:10. 





12. Wanderers, that shall cause him to wan- 
der ; better, “ emptiers, that shall empty him.” 
The original word means to empty by laying a 
vessel over on its side. 

13. Of Beth-el ; that is, of the golden calf which 
they worshipped there. 1 Kings, 12: 29. 

15. Gone up out of her citves ; or, “ her cities 
are gone up,” that is, in smoke. 

17. The strong staff —beautiful rod; the 
sceptre of his power. 

18. Daughter ; a metaphor for the inhabitants 
of Dibon, as “virgin daughter of Babylon,” ete. 
Isa. 47:1. 

19. Aroer; on the northern bank of the Arnon. 
Its inhabitants come out to inquire of the fugitives 
that _ through it in their flight, “ t is 
done?” 

24. Bozrah ; this seems to have been Bozrah 
in the Hauran on the border of the Arabian desert, 
and not the Bozrah which is mentioned in the fol- 
lowing chapter, verse 13, as belonging to Edom; 
the latter lay south-east of the Dead sea. 

26. Make ye him drunken ; with the wine- 





h Ezek. 30:21. j Job9:4 &k& Lam. 1:21. 


1 Zeph. 2: 8-10. $ Or, movedst thyself. m Prov 8:13; Isa. 13:11. 
Q Or, those on whom he stayeth ; Heb. bars. 


cup of God’s wrath. Chap. 25:15-27. He also; 
that is, as well as Israel. Ver. 27. 

27. A derision unto thee; when carried into 
captivity by the Assyrians. Was he found among 
thieves; that is, was he detected by Moab in 
such acrime as made him a just object of his deris- 
ion? Compare chap. 2:26. Spakest of him; 
of his calamities. 

28. Be like the dove; hide yourselves in dens 
and caves from the enemy. Compare Isa. 2: 19-21. 

30. Not be so; as he purposes. Compare Isa. 
16:6. 

31. Kir-heres; the same as Kir-hareseth. Isa. 


i chap. 25: 15, 17. 








16:7. 
32, 33. I will weep for thee—no shouting ; 
see notes on Isa. 16:8, 9. The sea of Jazer; 
of this nothing further is known. Their shouting 
shail be no shouting ; their joyous vintage-shout 
shall become a battle-shout, shall become a cry of 
distress. ‘ 
34. From the cry of Heshbon—uttered their 
woice ; the cry of distress which begins at Hesh- 
bon extends to Elealeh and Jahaz. From Zoar 
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Elealeh, and even unto Jahaz, have they 
uttered their voice, from Zoar even unto 
Horonaim, as a heifer of three years old: 
for the waters also of Nimrim shall be 
desolate.* 

35 Moreover I will cause to cease in 
Moab, saith the Lorn, him that offereth 
in the high places, and him that burneth 
incense to his gods. 

36 Therefore my heart shall sound for 
Moab like pipes, and my heart shall 
sound like pipes for the men of Kir- 
heres: because the riches that he hath 
gotten are perished. * 

37 For every head shall be * bald, and 
every beard t clipped: upon all the hands 
shall be cuttings, and upon the ? loins 
sackcloth. 

38 There shall be lamentation generally 
upon all the housetops of Moab, and in 
the streets thereof: for I have broken 
Moab like a * vessel wherein zs no pleas- 
ure, saith the Lorp. 

39 They shall howl, saying, How is it 
broken down! how hath Moab turned 
the #back with shame! so shall Moab 
be a derision and a dismaying to all 
them about him. 

40 For thus saith the Lorn; Behold, 
he shall fly as an @eagle, and shall 
spread his © wings over Moab. 

41 Kerioth’ is taken, and the strong- 
holds are surprised, and the mighty men’s 
hearts in Moab at that day shall be as 
ihe heart of a woman in her pangs. 

42 And Moab shall be destroyed from 
being a people, €because he hath magni- 
fied himself against the Lorp. 

43 Fear, and the pit, and the snare, 
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the Ammonites. 


shall be upon thee, O inhabitant of 4;% ot 
Moab, saith the Lorn. 

44 He that fleeth from the fear shall fall 
into the pit; and he that getteth up out of 


the pit shall be taken in the snare: forl 


will bring upon it, even upon Moab, the 
year’ of their visitation, saith the Lorn. 

45 They that fled stood under the shad- 
ow of Heshbon because of the force: but 
a fire shall come forth out of Heshbon, 
and a flame from the midst of Sihon, and 
shall devour the corner of Moab, and 
the crown of the head of the !! tumultu- 
ous ones. 

46 Woe be unto thee, O Moab! the 
people of Chemosh perisheth: for thy 
sons are taken *captives, and thy daugh- 
ters captives. 

47 ¥ Yet! will I bring again the cap- 
tivity of Moab in the latter days, saith 
the Lorp. Thus far zs the judgment of 
Moab. 


CHAPTER XLIX. 


1 The judgment of the Ammonites. 6 Their restora- 
tion. 7 The judgment of Edom, 23 of Damascus, 
28 of Kedar, 30 of Hazor, 34 andof Elam. 39 The 
restoration of Elam. 


ONCERNING ¢ the «Ammonites, thus 
saith the Lorp; Hath Israel no sons? 
hath he no heir? why then doth ? their 
king inherit Gad, and his people dwell in 
his 'cities ? 

2 Therefore, behold, the days come, 
saith the Lorn, that] will cause an alarm 
of war to be heard in Rabbah of the Am- 
monites; and it shall be a desolate heap, 
and her daughters shall be burned with 
fire: then shall Israel be heir unto them 
that were his heirs, saith the Lorp. 





* Heb. desolutions. a chap. 47:5. } Heb. diminished. b Gen. 
37:34. echap. 22:28; Rom.9:21. $ Heb. neck, d chap 49:22; 
Deut. 28:49; Dan, 7:4; Hab. 1:8 e Isa.8:8. Or, The cities. 


f Isa.21:3; Micah 4:9. gver.26. b Isa. 24:17,18. i chap. 


11:23. || Heb. children of noise. * Heb. in captivity. j chap. 
49:6,39. ft Or, Against. k Ezek. 21:28; 25:2, ete.; Amos 
1:18-15; Zeph.2:8-10. $ Or, Melcom. | Psa. 9:6. 





even unto Horonaim ; supply, “they have uttered 
their voice.” A heifer of hice years old; see 
note on Isa. 15:5. The waters of Nimrim— 
desolate ; see note on Isa. 10:6. 

38. Like a vessel wherein ts no pleasure ; 
compare chap. 22: 28. 

40). He shall fly ; the conqueror. 

45. They that fled; the maub ites who fled’ be- 
fore the invading army. Stood wnder the shad- 
ow of Heshbon; sought protection within its 
walls. Because of the force ; because of the in- 
vading force; but many render these words, “ with- 
out strength.” ire—out of Heshbon; the 
conqueror shall send forth thence his bands to rav- 
age the country. Szhon ; that is, the city of Si- 
hon; the same as Heshbon. See the history of 
this city, Num. 21: 26-30, from which passage 
this and the following verse are taken. The tw- 
multwous ones ; the boastful warriors of Moab. 

- 47. Bring again the captivity of Moab; the 
desolation of Moab and several other countries in- 
volved in the general overthrow by Nebuchadnez- 
zar, should be but temporary, chap. 49:6, 39; 
but of others perpetual, chap. 49: 33. . 
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INSTRUCTIONS. 

The sins of the Moabites which brought upon 
them God's displeasure were their great pride and 
arrogance, manifested in trusting to their own de- 
fences and treasures, and in magnifying themselves 
against the Lord, ver. 7, 14, 29, 42; also their 
hatred and contempt of God’s people, leading them 
to help forward and exuit over their calamities. 
Ver. 27, 30. For these sins God made Moab “a 
derision and a dismaying to all them about him.” 
Ver. 26,39. Since the principles of God's govern- 
ment are unchangeable, all who follow the example 
of Moab, whether nations or individuals, must ex- 
pect to receive the punishment at God's hand. 


CHAPTER XLIX. 


1. Hath Israel no sons—no hetr? the Am- 
monites are reproached for taking possession of the 
territory of Israel east of the Jordan, after its con- 
quest by the Assyrians. Their sing; or “ Mil- 
com,” the god of the Ammonites. 1 Kings, 11:5. 
Gad; whose lands lay on the east of Jordan, adja- 
cent to Ammon. Num. 32: 33-36. : 

2, Rabbah; the capital of the Ammonites. 
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3 Howl, O Heshbon, for Ai is 
spoiled: cry, ye daughters of Rabbah, 
gird you with sackcloth; lament, and 
run to and fro by the hedges; for *their 
king shall go into captivity, and his 
priests and his princes together. 

4 Wherefore gloriest thou in the val- 
lcys, thy t flowing valley, O backsliding 
daughter? that * trusted in her treasures, 
saying, ° Who shall come unto ane? 

5 Behold, I will bring a fear upon thee, 
saith the Lord Gop of hosts, from all 
those that be about thee; and ye shall 
be driven out every man right forth; 
and none shall gather up him that wan- 
dereth. 

6 And ‘afterward I will bring again 
the captivity of the children of Ammon, 
saith the Lorp. 

7 4 Concerning “ Edom, thus saith the 
Lorp ot hosts; Js °wisdom no more in 
Teman? is ‘counsel perished from the 
prudent? is their wisdom vanished? 

8 Flee ye, + turn back, dwell deep, O in- 
habitants of & Dedan; forl will bring the 
calamity cf Esau upon him, the time that 
1 will visit him. 

9 If grape-gatherers come to thee, would 
they not leave some gleaning grapes? if 
thieves by night, they will destroy $ till 
they have enough. 

10 But l have made Esau " bare, I have 
uucovered his secret places, and he shall 
not be able to hide himself: his seed is 
spoiled, and his brethren, and his neigh- 
bors, and ‘he zs not. 

11 Leave thy fatherless children, I will 
preserve them alive; and let thy widows 
trust in me. 

12 For thus saith the Lorn; Behold, 
they whose judgment was not to drink of 
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of Edom. 


the cup have assuredly drunken; and 
art thou he that shall altogether go un- 
punished? thou shalt not go unpunished, 
but thou shalt surely drink of it. 

13 For I have ’sworn by myself, saith 
the Lorn, that *Bozrah shall become a 
desolation, a reproach, a waste, and a 
curse; and all the cities thereof shall be 
perpetual wastes. + 

14 [1 have heard a 'rumor from the 
Lorn, and an ambassador is sent unto 
the heathen, saying, Gather ye together, 
and come against her, and rise up to the — 
battle. 

15 For lo, I will make thee small among 
the heathen, and "despised among men. 

16 Thy "terribleness hath deceived 
thee, and the pride of thy heart, O thou 
that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, that 
holdest the height of the hill: ° though 
thou shouldest make thy nest as high as 
the eagle, I will bring thee down from 
thence, saith the Lorp. 

17 Also Edom shall be a desolation: 
every one that goeth by it shall be P as- 
tonished, and shall hiss at all the plagues 
thereof. 

18 As 4in the overthrow of ‘Sodom and 
Gomorrah and the neighbor czlies there- 
of, saith the Lorp, no man shall abide 
there, neither shall a son of man dwell 
in it. 

19 Behold, he shall come up like a lion 
from the swelling of *Jordan against the. 
habitation of the strong: but I will sud- 
denly make him run away from her: 
and who ts a chosen man, that I may ap- 
point over her? for twho is like me? 
and who will !!appoint me the time? and 
who" zs that shepherd that will stand 
before me? 





* Or, Metcom ; 1 Kings, 11:5, 33. = Or, valley floweth away. 
® chap. 44:7. » eine ad 213, © ver. 39; chap. 48:47. d Ezek. 
24:12, etc.; Amos i1:11,12, ce Obad. 8,etc. f Job: 12, 13. 
4 Or, i are turned back. g chap. 25:23. 4 Heb. tneir suffi- 
ctency. Mal.1:3. 1 Isa. 17:14. j Amos6:38, k Isa. 34:6, 


63:1, 1 Ezek. 7.25,26, m1 Sam. 2:30; Psa. 63:5; Obad. 2. 
n Isa. 25:4,5; 49:25. o Amos9:2. p chap. 18:16; 60.13. 
q chap. 50:40; Deut. 29:23; Amos 4:11,  r Gen. 19:24, 25. 
schap. 12:5. ¢ Ex. 15:11; Isa. 40:25. || Or, convent me in 
judgment, u Job 41:10; Psa. 76:7; Rev. 6:17. 





3. Howl, O Heshbon ; Heshbon belonged to 
Moab. It is here exhorted to how! for the taking 
of Ai, because thus the way was prepared for in- 
vading it. Az; here a city of the Ammonites, dif- 
erent from the Ai mentioned in the eighth chapter 
of Joshua. 

4. In the valleys; the fertile valleys of thy 
territory. 

7. Concerning Edom ; compare the prophecy 
of Obadiah, between which and this there is a 
remarkable agreement. Teman; a city and re- 
gion on the eastern border of Edom. The Teman- 
ites were celebrated for their wisdom, but this 
should avail them nothing in the present calamity. 

8. Dwell deep; that is, take refuge from the 
enemy in deep caverns. Dedan; an Arabian 
tribe bordering on Edom. 

9. Leave some gleaning grapes; not utterly 
destroy thee, as thy foes shall now doy Tull they 
have enough ; that is, only till their wants are 
satisfied. ; 

ll, Leave thy fatherless children—let thy 





widows trust wt me; a solemn intimation that 
all the adult males of Edom should be destroyed, 
so that their widows and orphans should be thrown 
upon God's mercy alone for protection. ' 

12. They whose judgment was not to drink ; 
the covenant people of God, who might have hoped 
for exemption from the general calamity. Compare 
chap. 25:28; Obad. 16 

16. In the clefts of the rock; in the rocky 
fortresses for which Edom was celebrated. Com- 
pare Obad. 3, 4. 

19. He shall come up; Nebuchadnezzar. The 
swelling of Jordan ; see note onchap. 12:5. The 
strong ; the strong shepherd; that is, the king of 
Edom. The reference is to the great natural strength 
of thecountry. But I will suddenly ; rather, “for 
I will suddenly.” Make him run; the strong one 
just mentioned. From her; from his land. Who 
is a chosen man—appoint over her; or, “him 
who is a chosen one,” hat is, Nebuchadnezzar, “ I 
will appoint over her,” over Edom. Appoint me 
the time ZA for trial, that is, call me into judgment. 
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20 Therefore hear the *counsel of the 
Lorp, that he hath taken against Edom; 
and his purposes, that he hath purposed 
against the inhabitants of »Teman: Sure- 
ly the least of the flock shall draw them 
out; surely he shall make their habita- 
tions desolate with them. 

21 The earth is moved at the noise of 
their fall; at the cry the noise thereof 
was heard inethe *Red sea. 

22 Behold, he shall come up and fly as 
the eagle, and spread his wings over 
Bozrah: and at that day shall the heart 
of the mighty men of Edom be as the 
heart of a woman in her pangs. 

23 4 Concerning *Damascus. 4 Ha- 
math is confounded, and Arpad; for they 
have heard evil tidings: they are | faint- 
hearted; there is sorrow ‘on the sea; it 
cannot be quiet. 

24 Damascus is waxed feeble, and turn- 
eth herself to flee, and fear hath seized 
on her: anguish and sorrows have taken 
her, as a woman in travail. 

25 How is the city of ® praise not left, 
the city of my joy! 

26 Therefore Sher young men shall fall 
in her streets, and all the men of war 
shall be cut off in that day, saith the 
Lorn of hosts. 

27 And [ will kindle a fire in the wall 
of Damascus, and it shall consume the 
palaces of Ben-hadad. 

28 J Concerning ¢ Kedar, and concern- 
ing the kingdoms of Hazor, which Neb- 
uchadrezzar king of Babylon shall smite, 
thus saith the Lorp; Arise ye, go up to 
Kedar, and spoil the men of the east. 

29 Their "tents and their flocks shall 
they take away: they shall take to them- 
selves their curtains, and all their ves- 
sels, and their camels; and they shall 
ery unto them, Fear zs on every side. 

30 J Flee, § get you far off, dwell deep, 





* Heb. Weedy sea. ¢ Isa. 17:1, 

d Isa. 37:13 + Heb. melted, 
f chap. 50:30. ‘g Isa 
[. Or, that ts ut 


a Psa, 33:11. b Job 6:19, 20. 
etc.; Amos 1:3, 5; Zech. 9:1, 2 
t Or, as on. e chap. 33:9; Jea. 1b: 26. 
21:13-17. hb Psa. 120:5. @ Heb. flet greatly. 
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O ye inhabitants of Hazor, saith *y "270: 
the Lorp; for Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon hath taken counsel against you, 
and hath conceived a purpose againstyou. 

31 Arise, get you up unto the !| wealthy 
nation, that dwelleth without care, saith 
the Lorp, which 'have neither gates nor 
bars, whichidwell alone. © 

32 And their camels shall be a booty, 
and the multitude of their cattle a spoil: 
and [ will seatter into all winds them 
that are *in the utmost corners; and I 
will bring their calamity from all sides 
thereof, saith the Lorp. 

33 And Hazor shall be a dwelling for 
dragons,* and a desolation for ever: there 
shall no man abide there, nor any son of 
man dwell in it. 

34 Y The word of the Lorp that came 
to Jeremiah the prophet against! Elam in 
the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah 
king of Judah, saying, 

35 Thus saith the Lorn of hosts; Be- 
hold, I will break the bow of, Elam, the 
chief of their might. 

36 And upon Elam will ‘1 bring the 
four winds from the four quarters of 
heaven, and will scatter them toward all 
those winds; and there shall be no na- 
tion whither the outcasts of Elam shall 
not come. 

37 For I will cause Elam to be dis- 
mayed before their enemies, and before 
them that seek their life: and I will 
bring evil upon them, even my fierce an- 
ger, saith the Lorn; and I will send the 
sword after them, till | have consumed 
them: 

38 And I will set my throne in Elam, 
and will destroy from thence the king 
and the princes, saith the Lorp. | 

39 Y But ™it shall come to pass in the 
latter days, that I will bring again the 
captivity of Elam, saith the Lorp. 





ease, i Ezek. 38:11. j Num, 23-9; Micah 7:14, * Heb. cut of 
ito corners, or that have the corners of their hair polled =k Mal. 
1:3. 1 chap. 26:25; Isa, 22:6. m ver, 6, 





20. The least of the flock shall draw them 
out; the feeblest of the invading host shall drag 
out the Edomites to slaughter. But many render, 
“he,” the enemy, “shall drag them out hke weak 
sheep.” 

23. Hamath—Arpad; see note on Isa. 10:9. 
On the sea; in Damascus, which is compared to 
an agitated sea. 

25, How is the city—of my joy ; this is the 
exclamation of Damascus, bewailing the desolation 
of her capital. 

28. Kedar; see note on Isa. 21:16. Hazor; 
there were several places of this name: one in the 
north of Palestine, Josh. 11:1; and one in Benja- 
min, Neh. 11:33. But Hazor here seems to have 
been an Arabian tribe bordering on Kedar. 

31. Arise; an exhortation to the Chaldean 
armies. Unto the wealthy nation; that is, to 
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Hazor. Dwelleth without care—alone; as beng 
remote from the common path of armies. 

34. Elam; Persia, which lay east of Babylon. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1, 2. God is greatly displeased with those who 
take advantage of the weakness of their neighbors 
to rob them of their just possessions, and he will 
not fail to reward them according to their deeds. 

7. The highest wisdom of, men is to fear God 
and do righteousness; when they depart from him, 
and put their trust in wickedness, no sagacity or 
skill can shield them against his anger. _ ; 

12. The severity with which God chastises his 
offending people. is a solemn warning to his ene- 
mies of the utter destruction that awaits them. If 
he spare not his own household, what shall be the 
end of those who are strangers and foreigners to 
it? 1 Pet. 4:17, 18. 
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Babylon judged, 
or ae CHAPTER L. 
1, 9, 21, 35 The judgment of Babylon. 4,17, 33 The 
redemption of Israel. 
HE word that the Lorp spake against 
Babylon* and against the land of 
the Chaldeans *by Jeremiah the prophet. 

2 Declare ye among the nations, and 
publish, and t set up astandard ; publish, 
and conceal not: say, Babylon is taken, 
Bel® is confounded, Merodach is broken 
in pieces; her idols are confounded, her 
images are broken in pieces. 

3 For out of the north there cometh up 
a nation against her, which shall make 
her land desolate, and none shall dwell 
therein: they shall remove, they shall 
depart, both man and beast. 

4 4 In ‘those days, and in that time, 
saith the Lorp, the children of Israel 
shall come, they and the children of Ju- 
dah ‘ together, going and ® weeping: they 
shall go, and ‘seek the Lorp their God. 

5 They shall ask the way to &Zion 
with their faces thitherward, saying, 
Come, and let us join ourselves to the 
Lorp in 4 ' perpetual covenant that shall 
not be forgotten. 

6 My people hath been /lost sheep: 
their shepherds have caused them to go 
astray, they have turned them away on 
the mountains: they have *gone from 
mountain to hill, they have forgotten 
their t resting place.' 

7 All that found them have devoured 
them:™ and their adversaries said, We 
offend® not, °because they have sinned 
against the Lorp, the P habitation of jus- 
tice, even the Lorp, the “hope of their 
fathers. 

8 Remove ‘out of the midstof Babylon, 
and go forth out of the land of the Chal- 
deans, and be as the he-goats before the 
flocks. 

9 J For lo, I will raise and cause to 
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and Israel saved. 


come up against Babylon an assembly of 
great nations from the north.country: 
and they shall set themselves in array 
against her; from thence she shall be 
taken: their arrows shall beas of a mighty 
expert) man; none shall return in vain. 

10 And Chaldea shall be aspoil: allthat 
spoil hershall be satisfied, saith the Lorp. 

11 Because ye were glad, because ye 
rejoiced, O ye destroyers of my heritage, 
because ye are grown |! fat as the heifer 
at grass, and *bellow as bulls; 

12 Your mother shall be sore confound- 
ed: she that bare you shall be ashamed: 
behold, the hindermost of the nations shall 
be a wilderness, a dry land, and a desert. 

13 Because of the *wrath of the Lorp 
it shall not be inhabited, but it shall be 
wholly tdesolate: every one that goeth 
by Babylon shall be astonished, and hiss 
at all her plagues. 

14 Put yourselves inarray against Bab- 
ylon round about: all ye that bend the 
bow, shoot at her, spare no arrows: for 
she hath sinned against the Lorp. 

15 Shout against her round about: she 
hath "given her hand: her foundations 
are fallen, her walls are thrown down: 
for it is the ‘vengeance of the Lorp: 
take vengeance upon her; as “she hath 
done, do unto her. 

16 Cut off the sower from Babylon, and 
him that handleth the ft sickle in the time 
of harvest: for fear of the oppressing 
sword they shall turn every one to his 
people, and they shall flee every one to 
his own land. 

17 7 Israel is a scattered sheep; the 
lions have driven him away: “first the 
king of Assyria hath devoured him; and 
lastY this Nebuchadrezzar king of Bab- 
ylon hath broken his bones. 

18 Therefore thus saith the Lorp of 
hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will 








a Isa. 13:21; 47. * Heb. by the hand of. f Heb. lift up. 
> chap. 61:44; Isa. 46:1. ¢ Rom.ll:l,etc. 4d Hoseal: 11. 
* chap. 31:9; Ezra 3:12,13; Psa. 126:5,6; Zech. 12:10; Acts 
2:37. f Hosea3:5. g Psa. 84:7. h Acts 11:23; 2 Cor. 8:5. 
« chap. 31:33, 34; Cant. 8:6; Isa, 55:3. j Isa. 53:6; 1 Peter, 
2:25, k chap. 3:6,23. $ Heb. place to lie down in; Psa. 23: 2. 





15, 16. It is God’s unalterable purpose to abase 
all the proud, whether they be nations, families, or 
individuals. 

31, 32. The security that follows long-continued 
prosperity is often the occasion of men’s destruction, 
as it leads them to neglect the necessary means of 


protection. 
CHAPTER L. 
2. Set up a standard; the tidings of Babylon's 
fall are to be spread by signals as well as words. 


Bel—Merodach ; idols of Babylon. Her idols are |. 


confounded ; they are put to shame, because they 
could not save those who trusted in them. 

3. A nation ; the Medes and Persians, whose 
country lay to the north-east of Babylon. : 
4. They and the children of Judah together ; 
the ten tribes who had been carried captive by the 





1 Cant. 1:7,8 mPsa. 79:7. nchap. 2:3. © Dan.9:6. P Psa. 
90:1. q Psa. 22:4. rchap. 61:6, 45; Isa. 48:20. Q Or, destroyer. 
|| Heb. big, or corpulent. * Or, neigh as steeds, 8 Zech. 1:15. 
t chap. 25:12. ul Chron, 29:24. v Isa. 63:4. Ww Rev. 18:6. 
¢ Or, seythe. x 2 Kings, 17.6. y 2 Kings, 24:10, etc. 





Assyrians, at least a remnant of them, united them- 
selves with the Jews on their return to Palestine 
under Cyrus. Thus was falfilled the prophecy of 
Ezekiel, chap. 37: 15-22; though a still higher 
fulfilment of it may be reserved for the future. 

8. As the he-goats before the flocks; this is 
addressed especially to the Jewish rulers and 
leaders. 

12. Your mother—she that bare you ; thatis, 
Babylon. considered as the mother of the people. 

13. Hath given her hand; surrendered her. 
self as vanquished. 

16. They shallturn ; the foreigners in Babylon. 

18. As I have punished the king of As- 
syria; Assyria, with Nineveh its capital, had 
already fallen in the days of Jeremiah, and was 
now subject to the Chaldeans. 
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punish the king of Babylon and his land. 
as [ *have punished the king of Assyria. 

19 And °I will bring Israel again to his 
habitation, and he shall feed on °Carmel 
and Bashan, and his soul shall be satis- 
fied upon mount Ephraim and ‘Gilead. 

20 In those days, and in that time, saith 
the Lorn, the iniquity of Israel shall be 
sought® for, and ‘there shall be none; and 
the sins of Judah, and they shall not be 
found: for I will pardon them whom ¢] 
reserve. 

21 §[ Go up against the land of *Me- 
rathaim, even against it, and against the 
inhabitants of TPekod: "waste and ut- 
terly destroy after them, saith the Lorn, 
and do according to ‘all that I have com- 
manded thee. 

22 A jJsound of battle zs in the land, 
and of great destruction. 

23 How is the ‘hammer of the whole 
earth cut asunder and broken! how is 
Babylon become a desolation among the 
nations ! 

24 [ have laid a !snare for thee, and 
thou art also taken, O Babylon, and ™thou 
wast not aware: thou art found, and also 
caught, because thou hast striven against 
the Lorp. 

25 The Lorp hath opened his armory, 
and hath brought forth the " weapons of 
his indignation: for this 7s the work of 
the Lord Gop of hosts in the land of the 
Chaldeans. 

26 Come against her from the + utmost 
border, open her storehouses: Scast her 
up as heaps, and destroy her utterly: let 
nothing of her be left. 

27 Slay all her °bullocks; let them go 
down to the slaughter: woe unto them! 
for their day is come, the time of their 
Visitation. 

28 The voice of them that flec and 
escape out of the land of Babylon, to de- 
clare in Zion the ? vengeance of the Lorp 
our God, the vengeance of his 1temple. 

29 Call together the archers against 
Babylon: all ye that bend the bow, camp 
against it round about; let none thereof 
escape: ‘recompense her according to 
her work; according to all that she hath 
done, do unto her: for she hath been 
proud against the Lorn, against the Holy 
One of Israel. 
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30 Therefore shall her young *,™ 90 
men fall in the streets, and all her men 
of war shall be cut off in that day, saith 
the Lorp. 

31 Behold, lam against thee, O thou!lmost 
proud, saith the Lord Gop of hosts: for thy 
day is come, the time that I will visit thee. 

32 And !ithe most proud shall *stum- 
ble and fall, and none shall raise him 
up: and I will kindle a ‘fire in his cities, 
and it shall devour all round about him. 

33 YJ Thus saith the Lorp of hosts: The 
children of Israel and the children of 
Judah were oppressed together: and all 
that took them captives held them fast; 
they refused to let them go. 

34 Their "Redeemer zs strong; The 
Lorp of hosts is his name: he shall 
thoroughly ‘plead their cause, that he 
may give rest to the land, and disquiet 
the inhabitants of Babylon. 

35 §[ A sword zs upon the Chaldeans, 
saith the Lorp, and upon the inhabitants 
of Babylon, and upon her princes, and 
upon her wise men. 

36 A sword ts upon the *liars; *and 
they shall Ydote: a sword zs upon her 
mighty men; and they shall be dismayed. 

37 A sword zs upon their horses, and 
upon their chariots, and upon all the 
mingled? people that are in the midst of 
her; and they shall become as * women: 
a sword zs upon her treasures; and they 
shall be robbed. 

38 A drought 7s upon her waters; and 
they shall be dried up: for it zs the land 
of graven images, and they are mad upon 
their idols. 

39 Therefore the wild beasts of the des- 
ert with the wild beasts of the islands 
shall dwell there, and the owls shall 
dwell therein: and it shall be no more 
inhabited for “ever; neither shall it be 
dwelt in from generation to generation. 

40 As God overthrew *Sodom and Go- 
morrah and the neighbor ciztzes thereof, 
saith the Lorp; so shall no man abide 
there, neither shall any son of man dwell 
therein. 

41 Behold, a people shall come from 
the *north, and a great nation, and ‘many 
kings shall be raised up from the coasts 
of the earth. 

42 They shall hold the bow and the 








a Isa. 37:36-38. b chap. 33:12; Isa. 65:9,10; Ezek. 34: 13, 15. 
t Micah 7:14,18. 4d Cant.6:5. e Rom. 8:33,34.. f Psa. 103:12; 
Rom. 5:16. g Isa. 6:13; 2 Pet. 3:15, * Or, the rebels.. = Or, 
Visitution. bh Ezek. 23;33, ichap. 48:10.  j chap. 51: 54. 
kK chap. 51220; Isa. 14.6. 1 Eccl.9:12. m Dan.5:30,31. 0 Psa, 
45:3-5; Isa. 13:5. $f Heb.end. Q Or, tread, © chap. 46:21; 


Isa. 34:7. p chap. 61:10, 11, q Lam. 1:10; 2:6,7. ¥ ver. 14. 
|| Heb. pride. s Prov. 16:18; 18:12. t Rev. 18:8. u Isa. 47:4, 
v Isa.51:22. wIsa. 47:13. * Or, chief stays; Heb. bars. x Isa. 
44:25. y2Thess. 2:11. 2 chap. 25:20, 24; Ezek. 30:5. achap. 
51:30. b Isa. 44:27; Rev. 16:12. ¢ chap. 25:12; Isa. 13:20. 
d Gen. 19:.24,25. e chap. 6:22. f chap. 51 27,28; Rev. 17:16. 





21. Merathaim —Pekod ; symbolical names, 
the first (double rebellion) indicating the character, 
the second (visitation) the fate of Babylon. 

26. Cast her up as heaps ; heaps of sheaves at 
the threshing-floor. 
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34. To the land; the land of Israel. 

36. The liars; the diviners, who deceived the 
people with lies. f if 

37. Mingled people ; men of foreign origin. 
Chap. 25:20, 24. _ 


and Israel saved. 

















4 Hosea L: 10. 








The purposes of God 


§ Uae lance: they are *cruel, and will not 


show mercy : their voice shall roarlike the 
sea, and they shall ride upon horses, every 
one put in array, like a man to the battle, 
against thee, O daughter of Babylon. 

43 The king of Babylon hath heard 
the report of them, and his hands waxed 
feeble: Yanguish took hold of him, and 
pangs as of a woman in travail. 

44 Behold, he shall come up like a lion 
from the swelling of Jordan unto the hab- 
itation of the strong: but I will make 
them suddenly run away from her: and 
who zs a chosen man, that | may appoint 
over her? for who is like me? and who 
will *appoint me the time? and¢* who is 
that shepherd that will stand before me? 

45 Therefore hear ye the counsel of 
the Lorn, that he hath taken against 
Babylon; and his “ purposes, that he hath 
purposed against the land of the Chal- 
deans: Surely the least of the flock shall 
draw them out: surely he shall make 
their habitation desolate with them. 

46 At the noise of the taking of Baby- 
lon the earth is moved, and the cry is 
heard® among the nations. 


CHAPTER LI. 


1 The severe judgment of God against Babylon in re- 
venge of Israel. 59 Jeremiah delivereth the book of 
this prophecy to Seraiah, to be cast into Euphrates, 
in token of the perpetual sinking of Babylon. 


HUS saith the Lorn: Behold, I will 

raise up against Babylon, and against 
them that dwell in the tmidst of them that 
rise up against me, a ‘destroying wind ; 
2 And will send unto Babylon & fan- 


alsa 13:17,18. bDan.5:6. * Or, convent me to plead ? ¢ Jov 41:10 
@ Isa. 14:24,27. © Rev. 18:9, 15. + Heb. heart. f chap. 4:11, 
12; 2 Kings,19.7. g chap.14:7; Mat. 3:12. h chap. 49: 26 
} Isa 44:21; 49:14,15. k& Zech.2:12; 12:6-% 
44. Behold—before me ; see note ch. 49: 19. 
45. Shall draw them out ; see note ch. 49: 20. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

4. It is when God’s people seek his face with 
weeping and supplication that he interposes for 
their deliverance, accomplishing with infinite ease 
the mightiest overthrows in their behalf, and re- 
storing them to more than their former prosperity. 

n. 9: 20, 21. 

7. Since wicked men are moved by hatred and 
malice to persecute God's church, be will hold 
them guilty for all the sufferings which they inflict 
upon her; while at the same time he uses them as a 

for chastisement and correction. Isa. 10: 5-12. 

9. All the nations of the earth move in accord- 
ance with God’s eternal counsels: while they are 
intent upon the accomplishment of their own self- 
ish schemes, he is bringing to pass, through their 
instrumentality, his wise and good pe Lear for the 
_ chastisement of Zion, or for her deliverance and 
_ enlargement. 

20. The outward deliverance of God’s people is 
connected with their inward penitence and return 








| to duty. 
‘ee a 23-44, Sometimes God allows wicked nations 


_ to accumulate vast power and wealth, so that it 
_ Seems as if they would be able to trample under 


é 21 


JEREMIAH LI. 


concerning Babylon. 


ners, that shall fan her, and shall empty 
her land: for in the day of trouble they 
Shall be against her round about. 

3 Against him that bendeth let the 
archer bend his bow, and against him 
that lifteth himself up in his brigandine: 
and spare ye not her young men; destroy 
ye utterly all her host. 

4 Thus the slain shall fall in the land 
of the Chaldeans, and they that are “thrust 
through in her streets. 

5 For "Israel hath not been 4 forsaken, 
nor Judah of his God, of the Lorp of 
hosts; though 'their land was filled with 
sin against the Holy One of Israel. 

6 Flee "out of the midst of Babylon, 
and deliver every man his soul: be not 
cut off in her iniquity; for this zs the 
time of the Lorp’s vengeance; he will 
render unto her a *recompense. 

7 Babylon hath been a golden ’cup in 
the Lorp’s hand, that made all the earth 
drunken: the nations have Pdrunken of 
her wine; therefore the nations are mad. 

8 Babylon is ‘suddenly fallen and de- 
siroyed: thowl for her; take balm for 
her pain, if so be she may be healed. 

9 We would have healed Babylon, but 
she is tnot healed: forsake her, and let 
us go every one into his own country: 
for her judgment reacheth unto heaven, 
and is lifted up even to the skies. 

10 The Lorp hath "brought forth our 
righteousness: come, and let us declare 
in’ Zion the work of the Lorp our God. 

11 Make + bright the Yarrows; gather 
the shields: the Lorp hath raised up the 








Uchap, 31 337; Mic. 7, 18-20, m chap 50; 8, ete; Gen. 19: 16307 
n chap. 25:14, 16. o Rev.17:4. p Rev. 14:8; 18:3, etc. q chap. 
25°16, r Dan. 5° 24-31. s Isa. 13; 6, 7. tchap 8:20; Mat. 25-10-13, 


u Psa. 37:6; Mic. 7:9, 10. v ch. 50:28, f£ Heb. pure. w ch. 46:4. 











foot and break in pieces the whole earth without 
end. But he can at any moment open his armory 
against them, and overwhelm them with the weap- 
ons of his indignation. The examples on record of 
the sudden fall of mighty monarchies, are a stand- 
ing manifestion of God’s supreme power over all 
that is called powerful among men. 

42. They a have oppressed and destroyed their 

fellow-men without mercy, whether nations or in- 
dividuals, shall be destroyed in like manner. James 
2:13. 
46. Haughty and powerful oppressors shall be 
visited by God with terrible judgments, such as 
shall fill the inhabitants of the earth with awe and 
terror. 


CHAPTER LI. 


5. Though their land was filled with sin ; 
more literally, “for their land,” the land of the 
Babylonians, * is filled.” 

7. A golden cup; the wine-cup of God's wrath. 
She is called a golden cup to indicate her great 
wealth. Have drunken of her wine ; have suf- 
fered divine inflictions through her agency. Jn 
Rey. 17:4, the figure is used in a different way, 
to express the intoxication of error and sin. 

} 9. We would have healed; the allies of Baby- 





lon speak. 
983 


fi, se 
fe 


Babylon punished 


spirit of the kings of the Medes: for his 
device is against Babylon, to destroy it: 
because “it is the vengeance of the Lorp, 
the vengeance of his temple. 

12 Set up the standard upon the walls 
of Babylon, make the watch strong, set 
up the watchmen, prepare the *ambush- 
es: for the Lorp hath both devised and 
done that which he spake against the 
inhabitants of Babylon. 

13 O thou that dwellest upon many 
waters,” abundant in treasures, thine 
end is come, and the measure of thy 
covetousness.® 

14 The Lorp of hosts hath sworn by 
himself,t saying, Surely I will fill thee 
with men, as with ‘caterpillars; and 
they shall lift up a shout against thee. 

15 He *hath made the earth by his 
power, he hath established the world 
by his wisdom, and hath ‘stretched out 
the heaven by his understanding. 

16 When "he uttereth his voice, there 
is a multitude of waters in the heavens ; 
and ‘he causeth the vapors to ascend 
from the ends of the earth: he maketh 
lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth 
the wind out of his treasures. 

17 Every man |! is brutish by his i know- 
ledge; every founder is confounded by 
the graven image: for his molten image 
is falsehood, and there 7s no *breath in 
them. 

18 They are vanity, the work of errors: 
in the time of their visitation they shall 
perish. 

19. The 'portion of Jacob zs not like 
them; for he zs the former of all things: 
and Israel is the ™rod of his inheritance ; 
The Lorp of hosts is his name. 

20 Thouart my battle-axe and weapons 
of war: for *with thee will I break in 
pieces® the nations, and with thee will 
I destroy kingdoms ; 

21 And with thee will I break in pieces 
the horse and his rider; and with thee will 
I break in pieces the chariot and his rider; 

22 With thee also will I break in pieces 
man and woman; and with thee will I 

a chap 50:28. * Heb. liers in wait. b Rev. 17:1, 15, 
2:9,10. ff Heb. Ais soul, d Nahum 3:14, 17. 
e Gen, 1:1, 6. f Job 9:8; Psa. 104:2; 


3:19. hb chap, 10:12, etc. ; Psa. 107: 22. 
135:7. |] Or, is more brutish than to know. 





c¢ Hab 
t Heb. utter. 
Isa. 40:22. g Prov. 

Or, noise. 1 Psa 
J Rom, 1:22, 


JEREMIAH LI. 


for afflicting Zion. 


break in pieces old and young; “%¢*st3: 


and with thee will I break in pieces the 
young man and the maid ; 

23 | will also break in pieces with thee 
the shepherd and his flock; and with 
thee will I break in pieces the husband- 
man and his yoke of oxen; and with 
thee will I break in pieces captains and 
rulers. 

24 And I will °render unto Babylon 
and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all 
their evil that they have done in Zion 
in your sight, saith the Lorn. 

25 Behold, | am against thee, O destroy- 
ing Pmountain, saith the Lorp, which 
destroyest all the earth: and I willstretch 
out my hand upon thee, and roll thee 
down’ from the rocks, and will make 
thee a burnt mountain. 

26 And they shall not take of thee a 
stone for a corner, nor a stone for foun- 
dations; but ‘thou shalt be idesolate 
for ever, saith the Lorp. 

27 Set ye up a standard in the land, 
blow the trumpet among the nations, 
prepare the nations against her, call to- 
gether against her the kingdoms of Ara- 
rat, Minni, and Ashchenaz; appoint a 
captain against her; cause the horses to 
come up as the rough ‘caterpillars. 

28 Prepare against her the nations with 
the kings: of the ‘Medes, the captains 
thereof, and all the rulers thereof, and 
all the land of his dominion. | 

29 And the land shall tremble and sor- 
row: for every purpose of the Lorp shall 
be performed against Babylon, to make 
the land of Babylon a desolation without 
an inhabitant. 

30 The mighty men of Babylon have 
forborne to fight, they have remained in 
their holds: their might hath failed; they 
became" as women: they have burned 
her dwelling-places; her’bars are broken. 

31 One post shall run to meet another, 
and one messenger to meet another, to 
show the king of Babylon that his city 
is taken at one end, 

32 And that the passages are stopped, 
k Psa. 115:5, etc. |} Psa. 16:5; 73:26; Lam. 3:24, m Deut. 
32 9; Psa. 74:2. * Or,in,orby. 2 Isa. 41:15, 165 Micah 
4:13. 0 chap. 50:15, 29. p Isa. 13:2; Zech. 4.7. 4 Rev. 8:8. 


r chap. 50:40,41. 7 Heb. everlasting desolations. s ver. 14. t ver. 
ll. u Isa. 19:16, veh. 50:36; Lam. 2:9; Amos1:5; Nah. 3: 13. 








12. Upon the walls of Babylon ; or, “ against 
the walls of Babylon.” 

13. The measure of thy covetousness ; it is 
full for punishment. Compare Gen. 15: 16. 

14. With men; that is, troops of enemies. 

15-19. He hath made—his name; repeated 
from chap. 10: 12-16. 

20. Thou art my batile-axe ; that is, Babylon, 
as the instrument which God has employed to pun- 
ish the nations, ver. 25; but some understand these 
words of Cyrus. Well I break in pieces ; or, 
“| have broken in pieces.” 
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27. Ararat, Minni, and Ashchenaz ; prov- 
inces of Armenia, or of adjacent regions. 

31. At one end; literally, “at the end.” The 
armies of Cyrus marched into Babylon at both 
ends, through the channel of the Euphrates, the 
waters of which they had turned off, while the 
Babylonians were engaged in feasting. 

32. The passages; probably those which con- 
nected the two parts of the city. The reeds; lit- — 
erally, “the marshes ;” probably marshes covered 
with tall reeds that impeded the march of the 
enemy. 











God’s judgments 


4? and the reeds they have burned 


with fire, and the men of war are af- 
frighted. 

33 For thus saith the Lorn of hosts, 
the God of Israel; The daughter of Bab- 
ylon zs like a threshing-floor, *zt is time 


to thresh* her; yet a little while, and 


the time of her “harvest shall come. 

34 Nebuchadrezzar the king of Baby- 
lon hath devoured me, he hath °crushed 
me, he hath made me an ‘empty vessel, 
he hath swallowed me up like a dragon, 
he hath filled his belly with my delicates, 
he hath cast me out. 

35 Thet violence done to me and to 
my #flesh be upon ‘Babylon, shall the 
inhabitant$ of Zion say ; and, My blood 
upon the inhabitants of Chaldea, shall 
Jerusalem say. 

36 Therefore thus saith the Lorn; Be- 
hold, I will plead thy cause, and take 
vengeance for thee; and I will dry up 
her sea, and make her springs dry. 

37 And Babylon shall become heaps, a 
dwelling-place for dragons, an astonish- 
ment, and a hissing, without an inhabitant. 

38 They shall roar together like lions: 
they shall | yell as lions’ whelps. 

39 In their heat [ will make their feasts, 
and [ will make them ‘drunken, that they 
may rejoice, and sleep a perpetual sleep, 
and not wake, saith the Lorp. 

40 I will bring them down like lambs 
to the slaughter, like rams with he-goats. 

41 How is Sheshach taken! and how 
is the praise of the whole earth sur- 
prised! how is Babylon become an as- 
tonishment among the nations! 

42 The "sea is come up upon Babylon: 
she is covered with the multitude of the 
waves thereof. 

43 Her cities are a desolation, a dry 


_. Jand, and a wilderness, a land wherein 


no man dwelleth, neither doth any son 
of man pass thereby. 

44 And I will punish Bel in Babylon, 
and I will bring forth out of his mouth 


JEREMIAH LI. 


upon Babylon. 


that which he hath swallowed up: and 
the nations shall not flow together any 
more unto him; yea, the ‘wall of Baby- 
lon shall fall. 

45 My people, go ye) out of the midst 
of her, and deliver ye every man his 
soul from the fierce anger of the Lorp. 

46 And *lest your heart faint, and ye 
fear for the rumor that shall be heard 
in the land; a rumor shall both come 
one year, and after that in another year 
shall come a rumor, and violence in the 
land, ruler against ruler. 

47 Therefore, behold, the days come, 
that I will t do judgment upon the graven 
images of Babylon: and her whole land 
shall be confounded, and all her slain 
shall fall in the midst of her. 

48 Then the heaven and the earth, and 
all that zs therein, shall 'sing for Baby- 
lon: for the spoilers shall come unto her 
from the ™north, saith the Lorp. 

49 As? Babylon hath caused the slain 
of Israel to fall, so at Babylon shall fall 
the slain of all the $ earth. 

50 Ye that have "escaped the sword, 
go away, stand not still: remember the 
Lorp afar off, and let °Jerusalem come 
into your mind. 

51 We are confounded, because we 
have heard reproach: shame hath cov- 
ered our faces; for Pstrangers are come 
into the sanctuaries of the Lorp’s house. 

52 Wherefore, behold, the days come, 
saith the Lorp, that I will do judgment 
upon her graven dimages: and through 
all her land the ‘wounded shall groan. 

53 Though Babylon should* mount up to 
heaven, and though she should fortify the 
height of her strength, yet from me shall 
spoilers come unto her, saith the Lorp. 

54 Atsound of a ery cometh from Bab- 
ylon, and great destruction from the land 
of the Chaldeans: 

55 Because the Lorp hath spoiled Bab- 
ylon, and destroyed out of her the great 
voice; when her waves do roar like 





a Hab. 3:12, »b Isa. 


* Or, in the time that he thresheth her. ; 
¢ chap. 50:17. 


17:5; Joel3:13; Mat. 13:39; Rev. 14:15, 18. 
d Lam. 1:1. + Heb. My. Or, remainder, ¢ Psa, 137:8, 9. 
% Heb. inhabitress, — || Or, shake themselves. f ver. 57. g Dan. 
5:4,etc. bIsa.8:7. iver.5%. j chap. 50:8; Rev. 18:4. * Or, 
let not ; Prov. 3:25, 26, k Mark 13:7. { Heb. visit. 1 Rev. 18:20 





34. Cast me out ; from my own land. Zion is 
the speaker. Ver. 35. 

36. Dry up her sea; this seems to be a pro- 
phetic allusion to the way in which the city was 


; q taken, by the drawing off of the waters of the Eu- 


hrates, so as to afford a passage to the army of 
cis through its channel. 

39. In their heat; while they are inflamed 
with wine. See note on ver. 31. I will make 
their feasts; Jehovah will himself prepare for 
them another banquet, even a deadly cup; that is, 
destruction by the armies of Cyrus. Rejoice ; 


_ ‘rave, after the manner of the drunken. 





m chap. 50:3,4!1. $ Or, Both Babylon is to fall, O ye slain of 
Israel, and with Babylon. % Or,country. 1 chap.44:28. © Psa. 
122:6; 137:5,6. p Lam.1:10. q ver. 47. F Isa. 13:15, 16; 
Dan. 5:30, 31. s chap. 49:16; Psa. 189:8-10; Isa. 14:13; 
Amos9:2; Obad. 4. t chap. 50:22, 29, 





41. Sheshach ; see note on chap. 25: 26. 

42. The sea; the desolating armies of the Medes. 
Compare Isa. 8:7, 8. 

46. And lest your heart faint, and ye fear ; 
better as the margin, “ And let not your heart faint, 
that ye should fear.” In such a time of confusion 
many discouraging rumors would reach the ears of 
the returning exiles; these they are exhorted to 
disregard. 

51. Weare confounded ; God’s covenant people. 

49. The great voice ; the tumult of her vast 
population, which is compared to the waves of the 
sea. Rey. 17:15. 
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A sign for Babylon. 


great waters, a noise of their voice is 
uttered : 

56 Because the spoiler is come upon 
her, even upon Babylon, and her mighty 
men are taken, every one of *their bows 
is broken: for the Lorp God of recom- 
penses shall surely ’ requite, 

57 And I will make ‘drunk her princes, 
and her wise men, her captains, and her 
rulers, and her mighty men: and they 
shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not 
wake, saith the 4King, whose name is 
The Lorp of hosts. 

58 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts: The 
broad* walls of Babylon shall be utterly 
broken,t and her high gates shall be 
burned with fire; and the people shall 
labor in vain, and the folk in the fire, 
and they shall be weary. 

59 YJ The word which Jeremiah the 


prophet commanded Seraiah the son of 


Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, when he 
went #with Zedekiah the king of Judah 
into Babylon in the fourth year of his reign. 
And this Seraiah was a $quiet prince. 

60 So Jeremiah wrote in a book all the 
evil that should come upon Babylon, 
even all these words that are written 
against Babylon. 

61 And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, When 
thou comest to Babylon, and shalt see, 
and shalt read all these words ; 

62 Then shalt thou say, O Lorp, thou 
hast spoken against this place, to cut it 
off, that none shall remain in it, neither 
man nor beast, but that it shall be |! des- 
olate for ever. 

63 And it shall be, when thou hast 
made an énd of reading this book, that 
thou shalt bind a ‘stone to it, and cast 
it into the midst of Euphrates: 

64 And thou shalt say, Thus shall Bab- 
ylon sink, and shall not rise from the 
evil that I will bring upon her: and they 
shall be&weary. Thus far are the words 
of Jeremiah. 


JEREMIAH LI. 


A. M. 3405, 


CHAPTER LII. — 4,¥,%0s 

1 Zedekiah ‘rebelleth. 4 Jerusalem is besieged and 

taken. 8 Zedekiah's sons killed, and his own eyes 

put out. 12 Nebuzar-adan burneth and spoileth the 

city. 24 He carrieth away the captives. 31 Evil- 
merodach advanceth Jehoiachin. 


EDEKIAH® was one and twenty years 
old when he *began to reign, and he 


reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And 
his mother’s name was Hamutal the - 


daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 

2 And he did that which was evil in the 
eyes of the Lorp, according to all that 
Jehoiakim had done. 

3 For through the anger of the Lorp it 
came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, 
till he had cast them out from his pres- 
ence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the 
king of Babylon. . 

4 4 And ‘it came to pass in the ninth 
year of his reign, in the tenth month, in 
the tenth day of the month, that Nebu- 
chadrezzar king of Babylon came, he 
and all his army, against Jerusalem, and 
pitched against it, and built forts against 
it round about. 

5 So the city was besieged unto the 
eleventh year of king Zedekiah. 

6 And in the fourth month, in the ninth 
day of the month, the famine was sore 
in the city, so that there was no bread 
for the people of the land. 

7 Then the city was broken up, and 
all the men of war fled, and went forth 
out of the city by night by the way of 
the gate between the two walls, which 
was by the king’s garden; (now the Chal- 
deans were by the city round about;) and 
they went by the way of the plain. 

8 J] But the army of the Chaldeans 
pursued after the king, and overtook 
Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho; and 
all his army was scattered from him. 

9 Then they took the king, and car- 
ried him up unto the king of Babylon to 
Riblah in the land of Hamath; where 
he gave judgment upon him. 





a1 Sam, 2:4. b Psa. 94:1; 137:8. ¢chap.25:27; Hab. 2: 16. 
d chap. 46:18; 48:15. * Or, walls of broad Babylon. + Or, made 
naked. e Hab. 2:13. § Or, on the behalf of. Or, prince of 


Menucha, or chief chamberlain. || Heb. desolations. f Rev. 18:21, 
g ver. 58: Psa. 76:12. h 2 Kings, 24:18. * Heb. reigned, i chap. 
39:1, etce.; 2 Kings, 25:1, etc. j chap. 32:4, 5. 





08. The broad walls—high gates; according 
to Herodotus, the walls of Babylon were four-square, 
three hundred and fifty feet high, and eighty-seven 
thick, with twenty-five gates of solid brass on each 
side. In the fire; or, “for the fire.” They shall 

_gather wealth only to be consumed by fire. 

61. Read all these words ; to the captive Jews 
residing there. * 

64. They shall be weary; the Babylonians 
shall sink down exhausted and powerless. Ver. 
58. Thus far—words of Jeremiah ; the follow- 
ing chapter seems to have been added to the book 
by some inspired man, as Ezra. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


Babylon was one of the mightiest empires which 
the world ever saw, and it made itself conspicuous 
86 





above all other nations of ancient times by perse- 
cuting God’s covenant people. For this reason it 
stands in the Scriptures as the representative of 
all organized forms of persecution, whether secular 
or spiritual. Its terrible overthrow, so complete 
and so perpetual, is both a proof of God’s power, 
and a pledge of his purpose to destroy and break 
in pieces every thing that exalts itself against the 
kingdom of his Son, however great may be its 
power and resources. All who join themselves to 
his enemies shall perish; but “ blessed are all they 
that put their trust in him.” 


CHAPTER LII. © 


This chapter is mostly a repetition of 2 Kings, 
from chap. 24:18 to the end of chap. 25, where 


see the notes and instructions. 
i 


Jerusalem taken. 














- Judah is carried 


A. M. 3405. 


4: M305 10 And the king of Babylon slew 
the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes: 
he slew also all the princes of Judah in 
Riblah. 

11 Then *he *put out the eyes of Zed- 
ekiah, and the king of Babylon bound 
him in tchains, and carried him to Bab- 
ylon, and put him in prison till the day 
of his death. 

12 § Now in the ° fifth month, in the 
tenth day of the month, which was the 
nineteenth* year of Nebuchadrezzar king 
of Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan, $§cap- 
tain of the guard, which || served the king 
of Babylon, into Jerusalem, 

13 And burned the house of the Lorp, 
and the king’s house; and all the houses 
of Jerusalem, and all the houses of the 
great men, burned he with fire. : 

14 And all the army of the Chaldeans, 
that were with the captain of the guard, 
brake down all the walls of Jerusalem 
round about. 

15 Then Nebuzar-adan the captain of 
the guard carried away captive certain 
of the poor of the people, and the resi- 
due of the people that remained in the 
city, and those that fell away, that fell 


to the king of Babylon, and the rest of} 


- the multitude. 


16 But Nebuzar-adan the captain of the 
guard left certain of the ‘poor of the land 
for vine-dressers and for husbandmen. 

17 Also the ‘pillars of brass that were 
in the house of the Lorn, and the bases, 
and the brazen sea that was in the house 
of the Lorn, the Chaldeans brake, and 
carried all the brass of them to Babylon. 

18 The'caldrons also,and the * shovels, 
and the snuffers, and the t bowls, and the 
spoons, and all the vessels of brass where- 
with they ministered, took they away. 

19 And the basins, and the ?firepans, 
and the bowls, and the caldrons, and 


_ the candlesticks, and the spoons, and 


- @ Ezek, 12:13. * Heb. blinded. f{ Or, fetters. 


the cups ; that which was of gold in gold, 
and that which was of silver in silver, 
took the captain of the guard away. 

20 The two pillars, one sea, and twelve 
brazen bulls that were under the bases, 
which king Solomon had made in the 


| ‘ house of the Lorn: ‘the brass of all 
‘these vessels was without weight. 


JEREMIAH LII. 


captive to Babylon. 


21 And concerning the pillars, the height 
of one pillar was eighteen cubits; and a 
fillet! of twelve cubits did compass it; 
and the thickness thereof was four fin- 
gers: it was hollow. 

22 And a &chapiter of brass was upon 
it; and the height of one chapiter was 
five cubits, with network and pomegran- 
ates upon the chapiters round about, all 
of brass. The second pillar also and the 
pomegranates were like unto these. 

23 And there were ninety and six pome- 
granates on a side; and all the pome- 
granates upon the network were a hun- 
dred round about. 

24 §/ And the captain of the guard took 
Seraiah® the chief priest, and! Zephaniah 
the second priest, and the three keepers 
of the *door: 

25 He took also out of the city a eunuch, 
which had the charge of the men of war; 
and seven men of them that twere near 
the king’s person, which were found in 
the city; and the principal scribe of 
the host, who mustered the people of the 
land; and threescore men of the people 
of the land, that were found in the midst 
of the city. 

26 So Nebuzar-adan the captain of the 
guard took them, and brought them to 
the king of Babylon to Riblah. 

27 And the king of Babylon smote them, 
and put them to death in Riblah in the 
land of Hamath. Thus Judah was car- 
ried away Jcaptive out of his own land. 

28 This *zs the people whom Nebu- 
chadrezzar carried away captive: in the 
seventh year three thousand Jews and 
three and twenty: 

29 In the eighteenth year of Nebuchad- 
rezzar he carried away captive from Je- 
rusalem eight hundred thirty and two 
persons :3 

30 In the three and twentieth year of 
Nebuchadrezzar, Nebuzar-adan the cap- 
tain of the guard carried away captive 
of the Jews seven hundred forty and five 
persons: all the persons were four thou- 
sand and six hundred. 

31 Y And! it came to pass in the seven 
and thirtieth year of the captivity of 
Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth 
month, in the five and twentieth day of 





t Heb, house 
of the wards. » Zech.7:5; 8:19. © ver, 29. % Or, chief mar- 
thal; Heb. chief of the executioners, or, slaughtermen ; and so ver. 
14, etc., and Dan. 2:14. — || Heb. stood before. 4 chap. 39: 10, 


eo. 
e chap. 27: 19-22; 1 Kings, 7:15,ete, f Ex. 27:3. * Or, instru- 


ments to remove the ushes. + Or, basins, 4 Or, censers. % Heb. 
their, || Heb. thread. ¢ 2 Chron. 3:15. bh 2 Kings, 25:18, 
i chap, 21:1; 29:25. * Heb. threshold. + Heb. saw the face of 
the king. } Or, scribe of the captain of the host. j Lam. 1:1, 3. 
k 2 Kings, 24:1, etc. Q Heb. souls. 1 2 Kings, 25:27, etc. 





27. Thus Judah was carried away captive ; 
in the three captivities mentioned in the next three 


2 Kings, 24:14, compared with verse 16 of the ~ 
same chapter. 
30. Four thousand and six hundred ; addin 


+/ 28. ‘Three thousand—three and twenty ; to 
_ these must be added seven thousand soldiers, mak- 
ing the whole number of captives in this first cap- 


the seven thousand soldiers, we have, for the tota 
number of adult males, eleven thousand six hun- 
dred. Reckoning women and children, the num- 
ber may have been fifty thousand or seen 

98 


<3 
ay 
U 


ing th : 
tivity, in round numbers, ten thousand, as given 








Miseries of 


the month, that Evil-merodach king of 
Babylon, in the first year of his reign, 
lifted up the *head of Jehoiachin king of 
Judah, and brought him forth out of 
prison, 

32 And spake *kindly unto him, and 
set his throne above the throne of the 
kings that were with him in Babylon, 


LAMENTATIONS I. 





33 And changed his prison gar- 4," 42. 
ments: and he did continually eat *bread 
before him all the days of his life. 


34 And for his diet, there was a con- % 


tinual diet given him of the king of Bab- 
ylon, tevery ‘day a portion until the day 
of his death, all the days of his life. 





THE 


LAMENTATIONS 


OF JEREMIAH. 


CHAPTER I. 


1 The miserable estate of Jerusalem by reason of her 
sin. 12 She complaineth of her grief, 18 and con- 
fesseth God’s judgment to be righteous. 


TT OW doth the city sit *solitary, that was 

full of people! how is she become as 
a fwidow! she that was great among the 
nations, and & princess among the provin- 
ces, how is she become tributary ! 

2 She weepeth sore in the night, and 
her tears are on her cheeks: among all 
her "lovers she hath none to comfort her: 
all her friends have dealt treacherously 
with her, they are become her enemies. 

3 Judah is gone into captivity because 
of affliction, and + because of great servi- 
tude: she 'dwelleth among the heathen, 
she findeth no rest: all her persecutors 
overtook her between the straits. 

4 The ways of Zion do mourn, because 
none come to the solemn feasts: all her 
gates are desolate: her priests sigh, her 
virgins are afflicted, and she zs in bitter- 
ness. 

5 Her adversaries are the jchief, her 
enemies prosper; for the Lorp hath af- 
flicted her for the multitude of her * trans- 
eressions: her children are gone into 
captivity before the enemy. 

6 And from the daughter of Zion all 
her beauty is departed: her ‘princes are 
become like harts that find no pasture, 


and they are gone without strength be- 
fore the pursuer. 

7 Jerusalem remembered in the days 
of her afflictron and of her miseries all 
her $pleasant things that she had in the 
days of old, when her people fell into 
the hand of the enemy, and none did 
help her: the adversaries saw her, and 
did ™mock at her sabbaths. 

8 Jerusalem hath grievously sinned ; 
therefore "she is |! removed: all that hon- 
ored her despise her, because they have 
seen® her nakedness: yea, she sigheth, 
and turneth backward. 

9 Her filthiness is in her skirts; she 
remembereth not her Plast end; there- 
fore she came down wonderfully: she 
had no comforter. O Lorp, behold my 
affliction: for the enemy hath magnified 
himself. 

10 The adversary hath spread out his 
hand upon all her *pleasant things: for 
she hath seen that the Sheathen entered 
into her sanctuary, whom thou didst 
command’ that they should not -enter 
into thy congregation. 

11 Allher people sigh, they seek bread; 
they have given their pleasant things for 
meat to trelieve the soul: see, O Lorp, 
and consider; for I am *become vile. 

12 9 Is+ zt nothing to you, all ye that 
pass $by? behold, and see if there be 





a Gen. 40:13, 20. * Heb good things wtthhim »b Zech.3:3-5, 
c 2Sam. 9; 13, } Kings,2.7. + Heb. the matter of the day in his 
day. &Lukelts 3, e Jer, 52;27 flsa. 47.8. g 2 Chron. 9:26; 
Ezra. 4:20. b Jer. 4:30; 30:14,!15 £ Heb. for the greatness 
of. i Deut. 28:64 3 Deut. 28:43. 44. & Dan.9:7,16. 1 Jer. 


52:8,11. % Or, desirable ; ver, 10, m Psa, 137:3, 0 1 Kings, 8: 44. 
|| Heb. become a removing, or wandering. 0 Ezek, 16:37; Hosea 
-p Deut. 32:29; Rom.6:21. * Or,desirabte. 4 Jer. 
r Deut. 23:3. + Or, make the soul to come again, 
&% Heb. by the way. 


2:9, 10. 
61:51; 62: 13, 
s Job 40:4. $ Or, It zs. 





LAMENTATIONS. 

In these lamentations, written in view of the 
desolation of Judah and Jerusalem by the Chal- 
deans, the feelings of a tender-hearted and com- 
passionate man, a sincere patriot, and a devout 
worshipper of God are beautifully blended. 

The structure of this book is peculiar. The first, 
second, and fourth chapters consist each of twenty- 
two verses, arranged in the order of the Hebrew al- 
phabet, that is, the first verse beginning with the first 
letter, the second with the second, and so on. Each 
of the verses, moreover, contains three clauses. The 





third chapter contains sixty-six short verses, the first 
three beginning with the first letter of the alphabet, 
the next three with the second, and so through. The 
fifth chapter contains twenty-two short verses not 
arranged alphabetically. 


CHAPTER I. 
2. Her lovers ; her heathen allies. : 
3. Between the straits ; where escape was 1m- 
possible. 
7. Her sabbaths ; rather, her desolations. 
word in the original is not the same as that else- 
where used for “ sabbath.” - 


Jerusalem. 


The 


a 
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Zion lamenteth 


« M346. any *sorrow like unto my sorrow, 
which is done unto me, wherewith the 
Lorp hath afflicted me in the day of his 


* fierce anger. 


13 From above hath he sent fire into 

my bones, and it prevaileth against them: 
he hath spread a "net for my feet, he 
hath turned me back: he hath made me 
desolate and faint all the day. 
.14 The “yoke of my transgressions is 
bound by his hand: they are wreathed, 
and come up upon my neck: he hath 
made my strength to fall, the Lord hath 
delivered me into their hands, from whom 
I4 am not able to rise up. 

15 The Lord hath trodden under foot 
all ‘my mighty men in the midst of me: 
he hath called an assembly against me 
to crush my young men: the ® Lord hath 
trodden *the virgin, the daughter of Ju- 
dah, as in a wine-press. 

16 For ‘these things | weep; mine eye, 
mine eye runneth down with water, be- 
cause the comforter that should 7 relieve 
my soul is far from me: my children 
are desolate, because the enemy pre- 
vailed. 

17 Zion spreadeth forth her hands, and 
there" is none to comfort her: the Lorp 
hath commanded concerning Jacob, that 
his adversaries should be round ‘about 
him: Jerusalem is as a menstruous wo- 
man among them. 

18 § The Lorp is /righteous: for I 
have rebelled against his #command- 
ment: hear, I pray you, all people, and 
behold my sorrow : my virgins and my 
young men are gone into captivity. 

19 I called for my lovers, but * they 
deceived me: my priests and mine elders 


LAMENTATIONS II. 


her grievous case. 


gave up the ghost in the city, while they 
sought their meat to relieve their souls. 

20 Behold, O Lorn; for lamin distress: 
my bowels are troubled; my heart is 
turned within me; 'forI have grievously 
rebelled: abroad the sword ™bereaveth, 
at home there is as death. 

21 They have heard that I sigh; there 
is none to comfort me: all mine enemies 
have heard of my trouble; they are glad 
that thou hast done it: thou wilt bring 
the “day that thou hast § called, and they 
shall be like unto me. 

22 Let °all their wickedness come be- 
fore thee; and do unto them, asPthou hast 
done unto me for all my transgressions: 
for my sighs are many, and my “@heart zs 
faint. 


CHAPTER II. 


1 Jeremiah lamenteth the misery of Jerusalem. 20 He 
complaineth thereof to God. 


OW hath the Lord covered the daugh- 

ter of Zion with a ‘cloud in his an- 
ger, and cast down from heaven unto 
the earth the ‘beauty of Israel, and re- 
membered not his ‘footstool in the day 
of his anger! 

2 The Lord hath swallowed up all the 
habitations of Jacob, and hath not “pitied; 
he hath thrown down in his wrath the 
strong-holds of the daughter of Judah: he 
hath ! brought them down to the’ ground: 
he hath polluted the kingdom and the 
princes thereof. 

3 He hath cut off in his fierce anger all 
the horn of Israel: he hath drawn back 
his “right hand from before the enemy, 
and he burned against Jacob like a * flam- 
ing fire, which devoureth round about. 

4 He hath bent his bow like Yan ene- 





a Dan. 9:12. b Ezek. 17:20; Hosea7: 12. ¢ Deut, 28: 48. 
a Hosea 5:14. e¢ Isa. 63:3. * Or, the wine-press of the virgin. 
f Jer. 13:17; 14:17. 4 Heb. bring back. g Hosea9:12, b ver. 
2,4. 1 Hosea 8.8 j Neh. 9:33; Dan. 9:7, 14. $ Heb. mouth, 
k Jer. 2:28; 30:14. 1 Psa. 51:3,4. m Deut. 32:25; Ezek. 7: 15. 





14. They are wreathed ; that is, my transgres- 


sions, as a chain. 


20. Is turned within me; is writhed with 


anguish. 
21. The day that thou hast called; the day 
of their punishment. ‘ 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The great and terrible reverses that have so 
often befallen nations for their sins, are standing 
memorials to the world of God's supreme control 
over human affairs, and his determination to pun- 
ish all, however high and powerful, that persist in 
get him. 

2. When God turns to be our enemy, all human 
helpers and comforters fail us. 

. Those calamities are especially to be deplored 
which interrupt the stated worship of God, and 
cause the ways of Zion to be unfrequented. 

5, 6. It is easy for God to take away, from both 
princes and people, all strength and counsel, and 
‘make them a prey to their enemies. 

The way of transgression ends in ignominy ; 
and the dishonor and derision which God brings 





n Isa, 13:6, etc.; Jer. 46:10; 50:15, 31. % Or, proclaimed, 
o Psa. 137: 7-9; Jer.51:35. p Luke 23:31. qchap, 5:17. r Joel 
2:2, s2Sam.1:19. t 1 Chron, 28:2; Psa. 132:7. a Jer. 
13:14. {| Heb. made to touch. Vv Psa, 89:39. Ww Psa. 74:11. 
x Psa. 89:46. y Isa. 63:10; Jer. 30: 14. 











upon his enemies here, is but an earnest of the 
“shame and everlasting contempt” which awaits 
the impenitent in the future world. 

12-17. God attaches supreme value to the holi- 
ness of his people, and he regards no infliction of 
suffering upon churches or individuals as too great 
which has the effect of purifying them from sin, 
and making them abound in the fruits of right- 
eousness. 

18. In all our sorrows it is both our duty and 
our privilege to acknowledge our ill desert, and 
justify God's dealings with us before our fellow- 


men. . 

21, 22. Wicked men, instead of exulting over 
the humiliation which God brings upon his people 
for their sins, ought to see in it the manifestation 
of his infinite holiness which makes their own de- 
struction inevitable. 1 Pet. 4:17, 18. 


CHAPTER II. 


3. Drawn back his right hand from before 
the enemy ; refused to use it against them, and 
thus allowed them to prevail. 

989 


The miseries of 


my: he stood with his right hand as an 
adversary, and slew all *that were pleas- 
ant to the eye in the tabernacle of the 
daughter of Zion: he poured out his fury 
like fire. 

5 The Lord was as an enemy: he hath 
swallowed up Israel, he hath swallowed 
up all her palaces: he hath destroyed 
his strong-holds, and hath increased in 
the daughter of Judah mourning and 
lamentation. 

6 And he hath violently taken *away 
his t tabernacle, as zf zt were of a garden; 
he hath destroyed his places of the as- 
sembly: the Lorp hath caused the "sol- 
emn feasts and sabbaths to be forgotten 
in Zion, and hath despised in the indig- 
nation of his anger the king and the 
priest. 

7 The Lord hath cast off his altar, he 
hath ©abhorred his sanctuary, he hath 
given? up into the hand of the enemy 
the walls of her palaces; they have made 
a “noise in the house of the Lorp, as in 
the day of a solemn feast. 

8 The Lorp hath purposed to destroy 
the wall of the daughter of Zion: he 
hath stretched out a °line, he hath not 
withdrawn his hand from $§ destroying: 
therefore he made the rampart and the 
wall to lament; they languished together. 

9 Her gates are sunk into the ground ; 
he hath destroyed and broken her ‘bars: 
her king and her princes are among the 
Gentiles: the law is no more ; her proph- 
ets also find no vision from the Lorp. 

10 The elders of the daughter of Zion 
sit® upon the ground, and keep silence: 
they have cast up dust upon their heads; 
they have girded themselves with sack- 
cloth: the virgins of Jerusalem hang 
down their heads to the ground. 

11 Mine eyes do fail with tears, my 
bowels are troubled, my liver is poured 
upon the earth, for the destruction of the 
daughter of my people; because the chil- 
dren and the sucklings |swoon in the 
streets of the city. 

12 They say to their mothers, Where 
is corn and wine? when they swooned 
as the wounded in the streets of the city, 
when their soul was poured out into their 
mothers’ bosom. 


LAMENTATIONS II. 


Jerusalem bewaited. 


13 What thing shall I take to 4,M:%% 
witness for thee? what thing shall J 
liken to thee, O daughter of Jerusalem? 
what shall I equal to thee, that I may 
comfort thee, O virgin daughter of Zion? 
for thy breach zs great like the sea: who 
can heal thee? 

14 Thy 'prophets have seen vain and 
foolish things for thee: and they have 
not discovered Jthine iniquity, to turn 


away thy captivity; but have seen for 


thee false burdens and causes of banish- 
ment. 

15 All that pass *by clap their hands 
at thee; they hiss and wag their head at 
the daughter of Jerusalem, saying, Is this 
the city that men call The perfection of 
beauty, The joy of the whole earth ? 

16 All thine enemies have opened their 
mouth * against thee: they hiss and gnash 
the teeth: they say, We have swallowed 
her up: certainly this 7s the day that 
we looked for; we have found. we have 
seen zt. 

17 The Lorp hath done that which he 
had 'devised; he hath fulfilled his word 
that he had commanded in the days of 
old: he hath thrown down, and hath not 
pitied: and ™he hath caused thine enemy 
to rejoice over thee, he hath set up the 
horn of thine adversaries. 

18 Their heart cried unto the Lord, O 
wall of the daughter of Zion, let "tears 
run down like a river day and night: 
give thyself no rest; let not the apple of 
thine eye cease. 

19 Arise, cry out in the night: in the 
beginning of the watches pour out °thy 
heart like water before the face of the 
Lord: lift up thy hands toward him for 
the life of thy young children, that faint 
for P hunger in the top of every street. 

20 §| Behold, O Lorn, and consider to 
whom thou hast done this. Shall the 
women eat their fruit, and children tof. 
a span long? shall the priest and the 
prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the 
Lord? . 

21 The ‘young and the old lie on the 
ground in the streets: my virgins and 
my young men are fallen by the sword; 
thou hast slain them in the day of thine 
anger; thou hast killed, and not pitied. 





* Heb, the desirable of. aIsa.5:5. + Or, hedge; Job1: 10. 
b chap. 1:4. ¢ Lev, 26: 31-44. + Heb. shutup. d Psa. 74:4, etc. 
e 2Kings, 21:13, 14. Q Heb. swallowing up. fJer. 51:30. g Deut. 
28:36 2 Kings, 24:15; 25:7. bIsa.3:26. |} Or, faint. iJer. 
27:14,15. j Isa. 58:1; Jer. 23;22. * Heb. by the way. k Psa. 





6. Ofa garden ; which is only temporary, and 
is taken away when the fruit is gathered. Isa. 
tes 

7. As in the day of a solemn feast ; the num- 
ber and tumultuous shouting of the enemy is com- 
pared to that of the Israelites assembled at Jeru- 
salem to celebrate their solemn feasts. 

0 





35:21, 1 Lev.-26;16, ete. ; Deut. 28:15, etc. ; Jer. 18:11; Micah 
2:3. m Psa, 89:42. n Jer. 14:17. © Psa. f2:8 p Ezek, 5:10, 
16. q Deut.28:53; Jer. 19:9. f Or, swaddled with their hands. 
r 2 Chron, 36:17, 





8. Stretched out a line; measured out Jerusa- 
lem for destruction. 2 Kings, 21:13; Isa. 34:11. 

11. My liver is poured ; that is, my gall; the 
effect of excessive grief. Job 16:13. 

13. What thing —witness for thee; what' 
example can I bring that shall meet thy case, and 
thus be a source of consolation to thee? 


ye Sag oe GN Pie ee 
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Jeremiah bewaileth 


et 22 Thou hast called as in a sol- 
emn day my terrors round “about, so that 
in the day of the Lorn’s anger none es- 
caped nor remained: those that I have 
swaddled and °brought up hath mine 
enemy consumed. 


CHAPTER III. 


1 The faithful bewail their calamities. 22 By the 
mercies of God they nourish their hope. 37 They 
acknowledge God’s justice. 55 They pray for deliv- 
erance, 64 and vengeance on their enemies. 


AM the man that hath seen affliction 
by the rod of his wrath. 

2 He hath led me, and brought me into 
darkness,° but not into light. 

3 Surely against me is he turned; he 
turneth his hand against me all the day. 

4 My ‘flesh and my skin hath he made 
old; he hath ‘broken my bones. 

5 He hath builded against me, and com- 
passed me with gall and travail. 

6 He hath set me in ‘dark places as 
they that be dead of old. 

7 He hath hedged me about, that I 
cannot get out: he hath made my chain 
heavy. 

8 Also when | "ery and shout, he shut- 
teth out my prayer. 

9 He hath inelosed my ways with hewn 
stone: he hath made my paths crooked. 

10 He was unto me as a'bear lying in 
wait, and as a lion in sceret places. 

11 He hath turned aside my ways, and 
pulledi me in pieces: he hath made me 
desolate. 


LAMENTATIONS III. 


his calamities. 


12 He hath bent his bow, and set me 
as a *mark for the arrow. 

13 He hath caused the *arrows of his 
quiver to enter into my reins. 

14 [ was a derision to all my people; 
and their 'song all the day. 

15 He hath filled me with tbitterness, he 
hath made me drunken with wormwood. 

16 He hath also broken my teeth with 
gravel-stones,” he hath ¢# covered me with 
ashes. 

17 And thou hast removed my soul far 
off from peace: I forgat § prosperity. 

18 And I said, "My strength and my 
hope is perished from the Lorn: 

19 Remembering! mine affliction and 
my misery, the °wormwood and the gall. 

20 My soul hath them still in remem- 
brance, and is *humbled in me. 

21 This I trecall to my mind, P there- 
fore have I hope. 

22 It 47s of the Lorn’s mercies that we 
are not consumed,’ because his compas- 
sions fail not. 

23 They are new every morning: 
is thy faithfulness. 

24 The Lorn ts my ‘portion, saith my 
soul; therefore will I thope in him. 

25 The Lorpis good unto them that"wait 
for him, to the soul that seeketh him. 

26 It is good that a@ man should both 
hope and quietly wait for the salvation 
of the Lorp. 

27 It ws good for a man that he bear 
the Y yoke in his youth. 


great 





a Jer. 6:25. b Hosea 9: 12,13. ¢ Amos 5:20, d Job 16:3, etc. 
e Psa. 61:8; Jer.50:17. f Psa. 143:3. g Hosea2: 6. b Job 
30:20. 1 Hosea 5:14; 13:7,8 j Hoseat: 1. k Job 7; 20. 


* Heb. sons. | Psa. 69: 12. tk leb. bitternesses, m Prov, 20:17. 
t Heb. rolled me inthe. Heb. good; Job7:7. nm Psa. 31:22. 





22. Hast called—my terrors round about ; 
hast called together terrors against me on every 
side, as men are called together in a solemn feast. 


° INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-10. None can know the power of God's anger. 
The nation that presumes to provoke him by per- 
sisting in transgression will find that he is able to 
visit it with calamity upon calamity, till its re- 
sources are utterly exhausted, and it sinks in hope- 
less misery and ruin. 

11. As good men are the first to lift up their 
warning voice against the sins which destroy men’s 
bodies and souls, so are they the first to mourn 
over the misery which men bring upon themselves 
by refusing to listen to reproof: they who have 
been most hated and persecuted for their faithful 
epsiere, often shed most tears over the calamities 
which these reproofs were intended to avert. 

12. It is a universal law of God's providential 
government that none sin for themselves alone: 
they involve those who are connected with them 
in the consequences of their transgressions. Espe- 
cially does this law hold good in the relation of 
parents to children. Exod. 20:5. 

14. The worst enemies of both nations and indi- 
viduals are “false prophets,” who flatter sinners 
with the hope of impunity in sin, instead of faith- 
fully warning them of its guilt and ruin. 

15-19. Good men mourn over the calamities 





|} Or, Remember. o Jer.9:15, ™* Heb. bowed. f+ Heb. make to 
return tomy heart. p Psa. 77.5, etc. q Ezra9:8,9; Neh.v:31. 
r Mal. 3:6. 8 Psa. 73:26. t Psa. 130:7, u Isa. 30:18; Micah 
TIT. oY sii atele. 29, 





which befall God's people, and pour out their 
hearts in prayer for their removal; but wicked 
men exult over them, and make them the occasion 
of blaspheming God’s name. By this test the 
friends and the enemies of God may be known. 


CHAPTER III. 


The subject of this chapter is the prophet’s own 
afflictions in connection with his prophetical office, 
and the calamities which befell his country. 

4. Hath broken my bones ; crushed and over- 
whelmed my spirit with affliction. Compare Isa. 

a it 


0. Builded against me; builded ramparts 
against me as against a besieged city. 

8. Shutteth out my prayer; delays answer- 
ing it, as if he had refused to hear it. 

9. Inclosed my ways with hewn stone ; im- 
prisoned me within walls of hewn stone; that is, 
shut up every way of escape. Made my paths 
crooked ; led me into perplexity and difficulty. 

11. Turned aside my ways ; see note on ver. 9. 

14. A derision ; Jer. 20:7. 

19. Remembering; rather, as the margin, “ Re- 
member thou.” . 

21. This; that the Lord’s mercies fail not. 
Ver. 22, 23. 

27. Bear the yoke ; have trials laid upon him 
for his discipline, and the purification of his cor- 
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Justice of God. 


28 He sitteth 2alone and keepeth silence, 
because he hath borne zt upon him. 

29 He putteth his mouth in the dust; 
if so be there may be hope. 

30 He giveth his cheek to him that smit- 
eth him: he is filled full with reproach. 

31 For ©the Lord will not cast off for 
ever: 

32 But‘ though he cause grief, yet will 
he have compassion according to the 
multitude of his mercies. 

33 For *he doth not afflict *willingly, 
nor grieve the children of men. 

34 To crush under his feet all the pris- 
oners of the earth, 

35 To turn aside the right of a man 
before the face of tthe Most High, 

36 To subvert a man in his cause, the 
Lord #approveth not. 

37 YJ Who zs he that saith, and it com- 
eth to pass, when the Lord commandeth 
at not? 

38 Out of the mouth of the Most High 
proceedeth not fevil and good? 

39 Wherefore doth a living man § com- 
plain, a man for the punishment of his 
sins ? 

40 Let us "search and try our ways, 
and turn again to the Lorp. 

41 Let us lift up our heart with our 
hands unto God in the heavens. 

42 We have 'transgressed and have re- 
belled: thou hast not pardoned. 

43 Thou hast covered with anger, and 
persecuted us: thou hast /slain, thou 
hast not pitied. 

44 Thou hast covered thyself with a 
cloud, that our prayer should not pass 
through. 





a Jer. 15:17. b Isa, 50:6. ¢ Psa.94:14. d Psa, 30:5. * Heb. 
from his heart, e Jer. 31:20; Ezek. 33:11; Heb. 1:10 ft Or,a 
superior. } Or, seeth not; Hab, 1:13, f Isa. 45:7. g Mic. 7:9. 
@ Or, murmur, b Hag. 1:5,7. 1 Dan. 9.5. i 2 Chron. 36:17. 





rupt nature. In his youth ; this was the case 
with Jeremiah. Compare Jer. 1: 6-8. 

28-30. He sitteth—he is filled; or, “that he 
should sit,” etc.; that is, it is good that he should 
bear the trials enumerated in these verses. 

53. 54. Inthe dungeon—I am cut off; Jere- 
miah probably refers to his various imprisonments. 
Jer. 37:15, 16; 38:6. Yet his language must 
be, in part at least, figurative. 

56. At my breathing; or, “for my enlarge- 
ment.” 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-36. In times of great corruption and accom- 
panying public calamity, they whom God has set 
for the defence of the truth, are often exposed to 
persecution and reproach; and when they receive 
no present fruit of their faithful labors, but only 
protracted suffering, they are strongly tempted to 
indulge in despondency and unavailing lamen- 
tations; but in such dark times God is accom- 
plishing his own wise and good ends through the 
ministry of his word, and his servants who 
“ hope and quietly wait” for him, shall see his sal- 
vation. 

37. God's control over all human affairs is un- 


LAMENTATIONS III. 





His grace besought. 


45 Thou hast made us as the 4,%G*38 
offscouring and refuse in the midst of 
the people. 

46 All our enemies have opened their 
mouths against us. 

47 Fear* and a snare is come upon us, 
desolation! and destruction. 

48 Mine eye runneth down with rivers 
of water for the destruction of the daugh- 
ter of my people. 

49 Mine eye trickleth down, and ceas- 
eth not, without any intermission, 

50 Till the Lorp look "down, and be- 
hold from heaven. 

51 Mine eye affecteth || my heart, *be- 
cause of all the daughters of my city. 

52 Mine enemies chased me sore, like 
a bird, without cause. 

53 They have cut off my life in the dun- 
geon, and cast a "stone upon me. 

54 Waters°® flowed over my head; then 
I said, I am cut off. 

55 ¥f I called Pupon thy name, O Lorp, 
out of the low dungeon. 

56 Thou hast beard my voice: hide not 
thine ear at my breathing, at my cry. 

57 Thou drewest near in the day that I 
called upon thee: thou saidst, 9 Fear not. 

58 O Lord, thou hast pleaded the "causes 
of my soul; thou hast redeemed my life. 

59 O Lorp, thou hast seen my wrong: 
judge*® thou my cause. 

60 Thou hast seen all their vengeance 
and all their timaginations against me. 

61 Thou hast heard their reproach, O 
Lorp, and all their imaginations against 
me ; 

62 The lips of those that rose up against 
me, and their device against me all the day. 





k Isa. 24:17. 1 Isa. 51:19.  m Isa, 63:15. — || Heb. my soul. 
* Or, more than, 2» Dan.6.17. © Jonah2:3,4,7. Pp Psa, 1230: 1. 
q Isa, 43:1,2. 4 Jer. 51:36. 8 Psa. 35:1,23. t Jer. 11:19, 
20. fi 





limited ; no counsel of men can be accomplished 
which is contrary to his high purposes. 


40, 41. In the deepest affliction it is good to 


remember that God chastens us less than our ini- 
quities deserve, and that we have occasion, not for 
complaint, but for adoring gratitude. This view 
will lead to earnest self-examination and repent- 
ance, and thus to the restoration of God’s favor. 

42-47. In our meditations and prayers, we should 
not separate the sufferings which come upon us and 
upon God’s people, from the sins which have been the 
occasion of them, but should unite humble confession 
with our complaints and supplications for deliver- 
ance. 

48-51..Good men do not confine their prayers 
and complaints before God to their own personal 
trials and sufferings: with them the common wel- 
fare of their country, and especially of God’s church, 
are objects of the deepest solicitude. 

55-57. In times of the deepest gloom, when 
earthly helpers have failed us, God is present to 
hear and save, and we never call upon him in vain. 

58-66. All the injuries which God’s servants re- 
ceive for the truth’s sake he regards as done to him- 
self, and he will visit them with a heavy retribution. 


Be. 


bret y, 
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Zion mourneth her 


A .™.246. 63 Behold their sitting down, and 
their rising up; I am their music. 

64 YJ Render unto them a recompense, 
O Lorp, according to the work of their 
hands. 

65 Give them *sorrow of heart, thy 
curse unto them. 

66 Persecute and destroy them in anger 
from under the heavens of the Lorp. 


CHAPTER IV. 


1 Zion bewaileth her pitiful estate. 13 She confess- 
eth her sins. 2L Edom is threatened. 22 Zion is 
comforted. 


“OW is the gold become dim! how is 

the most fine gold changed! the 

stones* of the sanctuary are poured out 
in the top of every street. 

2 The precious sons of Zion, compara- 
ble to fine gold, how are they esteemed 
as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands 
of the potter ! 

3 Even the tsea monsters draw out the 
breast, they give suck to their young 
ones: the daughter of my people zs be- 
come cruel, like the Sostriches in the wil- 
derness. 

4 The tongue of the sucking child cleav- 
eth to the roof of his mouth for thirst: 
the young children ask bread, und ‘no 
man breaketh zt unto them. 

5 They that did feed delicately are des- 
olate in the streets: they that were brought 
up in searlet embrace *dunghills. - 

6 For the + punishment of the iniquity 
of the daughter of my people is greater 
than the punishment of the sin of Sodom, 
that was overthrown as in a ‘moment, 
and no hands stayed on her. 

7 Her Nazarites were purer than snow, 
they were whiter than milk, they were 
more ruddy in body than rubies, their 
polishing was of sapphire : 

8 Their visage is $ blacker ® than a coal ; 
they are not known in the streets: their 
skin® cleaveth to their bones; it is with- 
ered, it is become like a stick. 

9 They that be slain with the sword are 
better than they that be slain with hunger: 


LAMENTATIONS IV. 


sorrows and sins. 


for these || pine away, stricken through 
for want of the fruits of the field. 

10 The hands of the pitiful ‘women 
have sodden their own children: they 
were their Jmeat in the destruction of 
the daughter of my people. 

11 The Lorp hath accomplished his 
fury; he hath poured * out his fierce an- 
ger, and hath ‘kindled a fire in Zion, and 
it hath devoured the foundations thereof. 

12 The kings of the earth, and all the 
inhabitants of the world, would not have 
believed that the adversary and the ene- 
my should have entered into the gates 
of Jerusalem. 

13 Y For ™ the sins of her prophets, and 
the iniquities of her priests, that "have 
shed the blood of the just in the midst 
of her, 

14 They have wandered as blind men 
in the streets, they ° have polluted them- 
selves with blood, *so that Pmen could 
not touch their garments. 

15 They cried unto them, Depart tye; 
it 7s unclean; depart, depart, touch not: 
when they fled away and wandered, they 
said among the heathen, They shall no 
more sojourn (here. 

16 The tanger of the Lorp hath divided 
them; he will no more regard them: they 
respected not the persons of the priests, 
they favored not the elders. 

17 As for us, our eyes as yet failed for 
our ‘?yain help: in our watching we have 
watched for a nation that could not save 
US. 

18 They hunt our steps, that we can- 
not go in our streets: our end is near, 
our days are fulfilled; for our ‘end is 
come. 

19 Our perseeutors are *swifter than 
the eagles of the heaven: they pursued 
us upon the mountains, they laid wait 
for us in the wilderness. 

20 The breath of our nostrils, the anoint- 
ed of the Lorn, was ttaken in their pits, 
of whom we said, Under his shadow we 
shall live among the heathen. 





a 2 Kings, 25:9, 19. b 2Tim. 
d Deut. 32:24. ¢ Job 

en. 19:25. _ Heb. 
|| Heb. flow 
k Jer. 


* Or, obstinacy ; Isa. 6: 10. 
2:20. t Or,sea-calves. ¢ Job 39:13-16, 
24:8 Or, iniquity ; Rom. 7:13. 
darker than blackness. ¢ chap. 5:10, b Psa. 102:5, 
out, i Isa. 49:15. j Deut. 28: 56,57; 2 Kings, 6: 28, 29. 


7:20, 1 Jer. 21:14. m Jer. 5:31; Ezek. 22: 26,28; Zeph. 3:4, 
n Mat. 23°31, 37. © Jer. 2.34. * Or, on that they could not but. 
p Num. 19:16. f Or, ye polluted. + Or, face. 4 Isa, 30:6, 7; 
31:1,3; Jer. 37:7,8 F Ezek 7:2,3,6. 8% Deut. 28; 49; Jer. 
4:13, t Jer. 52:9. 





CHAPTER IV. 

3. Is become cruel; hunger has driven her to 
cruel deeds. Ver. 10. 

7. Nazarites ; persons specially consecrated or 
set apart. For the dew of the Nazarites, see Num. 
6:1-21. They seem to have been in high honor 
with the people, and to have paid especial atten- 
tion to purity of person. 

14. They have wandered ; the eerrieeie and 
priests, with the people whom they had seduced into 
sin. With blood; the blood of the people of Je- 
rusalem slaughtered by the enemy to avenge the 
righteous blood which they had shed. Compare 





Rev. 16:6. The city was so filled with this, that 
the living could not avoid polluting their garments 
with it. 

15. They cried; all whom they met. Depart 
ye; that is, keep at a distance from us as unclean. 
Fled away and wandered ; from their own land 
into captivity. Sojourn there; dwell in their 
own land. : 

16. Divided; dispersed. Gen. 49:7. They 
respected not ; that is, the enemy. 

17. A nation; Egypt. Jer. 37:7. 

20. The anointed of the Lord; Zedekiah. 
Taken in their pits; like a wild beast. Jer. 
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Zion’s sorrowful 


21 YJ Rejoice* and be glad, O daughter 
of Edom, that dwellest in the land of 
Uz; the cup also shall pass through 
unto thee; thou shalt be drunken, and 
shalt make thyself naked. 

22 Y The* punishment of thine ini- 
quity is accomplished, O daughter of 
Zion; he will no more carry thee away 
into captivity: he will visit thine ini- 
quity, O daughter of 4Edom; he will 
discover? thy sins. 


CHAPTER V. 


A pitiful complaint of Zion in prayer unto God. 


EMEMBER, ¢O Lorp, what is come 
upon us: consider, and behold our 
reproach. 

2 Our finheritance is turned to stran- 
gers, our houses to aliens. 

3 We are orphans and fatherless, our 
mothers are as widows. 

4 We have drunken our water for money ; 
our wood tis sold unto us. 

5 Our’ necks are under persecution: 
we &labor, and have no rest. 

6 We have given the hand to the Egyp- 
tians, and to the Assyrians, to be satisfied 
with bread. 

7 Our fathers have sinned, and are 
not; and we have borne their iniqui- 
ties. 

8 Servants "have ruled over us: there 


LAMENTATIONS V. 


appeal unto Gol. 


is none that doth deliver us out *,™.°2° 
of their hand. 

9 We gat our bread with the peril of 
our lives, because of the sword of the 
wilderness. 

10 Our skin was black like an oven, 
because of the |! terrible famine. 

11 They’ -ravished the women in Zion, 
and the maids in the cities of Judah. 

12 Princes are hanged up by their hand: 
the faces of elders were not honored. 

13 They took the young men to grind, 
and the childen fell under the wood. 

14 The elders have ceased from the 
gate, the young men from their music. 

15 The joy of our heart is ceased; our 
dance is turned into mourning. 

16 The *crown is fallen from our head: 
woe unto us, that we have sinned! 

17 For this our heart is/faint; for these 
things our eyes are dim. 

18 Because of the mountain of Zion, 
which is desolate, the foxes walk upon it. 

19 Thou, O Lorn, remainest for ‘ever; 
thy throne from generation to generation. 

20 Wherefore dost thou forget us for 
ever, and forsake us 1 so long time? 

21 Turn 'thou us unto thee, O Lorp, 
and we shall be turned; "renew our 
days as of old. 

22 But? thou hast utterly rejected us; 
thou art very wroth against us. 





a Eccl. 11.9, b Obad. 10,15. * Or, Thine inigutty. e¢ Isa. 
40:2. d Psa. 137;7. + Or, carry thee captivefor. ¢ Psa, 84.50, 
5). f Psa. 79:1.etc, $ Heb. cometh for price, % Or, On our 
necks are we persecuted. &§ Neh 9:36,37. b Neh. 5:15. || Or, 


terrors, oestormsof. i ZLec. 14:2. * Heb. of our head ts fallen, 
) Micah 6:13. k Hab. 1:12. { Heb. for length of days? 1 Psa. 
80.3, ete. m Hab 3:2. $f Or, For wilt thou utterly reject us ? 





52:9. Under his shadow—among the hea- 
then ; there had been two previous captivities, 
and many of the Jews were already ahead 
among the heathen. So long as Zedekiah remain- 
ed at peace with Nebuchadnezzar, they trusted to 
his influence to secure them from oppression. 

21. Rejoice and be glad; that is, if thou wilt ; 
but thy joy shall be short. The cup; the cup of 
God’s wrath. . 

22. Is accomplished; that is, shall soon be ac- 
complished. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 


1,2. They who honor God by obeying his com- 
mands, shall be exalted by him to true honor and 
strength; but all who despise him, and trample 
under foot his Jaw, he will make weak and con- 
temptible before their fellow-men. 1 Sam. 2: 30. 

5. The ease and frequency with which God’s 
judgments reach the high and luxurious, reducing 
them to a condition of extreme want and wretch- 
edness, ought to be a warning to all parents against 
the common error of bringing up children in habits 
of luxury and self-indulgence. Such habits not 
only tempt to sin in many ways, but disqualify 
them for the endurance of those hardships which, 
amid the many vicissitudes of life, will very prob- 
ably fall to their lot. , 

10. The unnatural cruelty to which the. horrors 
of famine so often impelled Jewish mothers, was a 
striking fulfilment of God's prophetic denunciations 
by Moses, Lev. 26:29; Deut. 28: 53-57; at the 
same time it showed the weakness of mere.natural 
affection to resist the pressure of extreme suffering. 
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21, 22. God chastises his own people for their 
profit, not for their destruction; the calamities that 
come upon them will be in due time overpast: but 
the enemies of Zion, who desire her destruction, 
and rejoice in her misfortunes, shall fall to rise no 


more. 
CHAPTER V. 


6. Given the hand; yielded up ourselves. 
Assyrians ; here used for the Chaldeans, of whose 
empire Assyria was now a part. The Jews were 
at this time partly in Egypt, and partly under the 
Chaldeans. Jer. 44:1. 

7. Our fathers—borne their iniquities; a 
common proverb among the Jews, Jer. 31:29; 
Ezek. 18:2; here used of the children who had 
ee the sins of their fathers. Compare Ex. 
20:09. = 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

In the darkest days of adversity, when all around 
us is gloom and desolation, we ought still to main- 
tain our confidence in God, and to seek his presence 
and salvation by humble confession and supplica- 
tion, united with sincere repentance and obedience. 
If we do this, we may rest assured that our present 
sorrows, and those of God's people, will end in joy 
and gladness, even as God, at the appointed time, 
turned again the captivity of the Jews and restored 
them to their own land. 


GENERAL INSTRUCTION. 


The darkest eras in the history of both churches 
and individuals, often prove to be the seed-time of 
a glorious future harvest of holiness and prosperity. 





























THE 
BOOK OF THE PROPHET EZEKIEL. 


so aa. CHAPTER I. 

1 The time of Ezekiel's prophecy at Chebar. 4 His 
vision of four living creatures. 15 of the four wheels, 
26 and of the glory of God. 


OW it came to pass in the thirtieth 

year, in the fourth month, in the fifth 
day of the month, as I was among the 
captives* by the river of * Chebar, that 
the heavens were *opened, and I saw 
visions® of God. 

2 In the fifth day of the month, which 
was the fifth year of 4king Jehoiachin’s 
captivity, 

3 The word of the Lorp came express- 
ly unto t Ezekiel the priest, the son of 
Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by 
the river Chebar; and the ‘hand of the 
Lorp was there upon him. 

4 ¥ And I looked, and behold, a whiri- 
wind came out of the north, a great cloud, 


" Heb. captivity. 
8:3. d 2 Kings, 24:12, 15. 
CHAPTER I. 

Genera Remarxs.—Ezekiel, in common with 
the later prophets, abounds in allegories aud sym- 

ols. 

An allegory is a narrative of a past, or a prophi- 
ecy of a coming event, expressed in figurative lan- 
guage. Thus, in chap. 17: 1-10, the two great 
eagles are Nebuchadnezzar and Pharaoh; the high- 
est branch of the cedar is Jehoiachin; the cropping 
off and carrying away of this branch, 1s his removal 
by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon, etc. Here we have 
an allegorical description of a past event. Again, 
in chap. 24:11, under the figure of heating a bra- 
zen vessel, for the purpose of burning out its filth, 
we have a prediction of the coming judgments of 
God upon Jerusalem for her purification. 

A syméol is an action, or a material object, in- 
tended to represent some great truth in a vivid and 
striking way. Prophetic symbols are of two kinds: 

First, actual, where the prophet himself performs 
some act before the eyes of his countrymen, as in 
chap. 37: 16, 17, where he joins together two sticks 
to represent the reunion of the two kingdoms of Ju- 
dah and Israel; 

Secondly, seen only 7 vision, like the appear- 
ance of the cherubim in the first and tenth chap- 
ters; the prophesying to dry bones, chap. 37 : 1-10; 
the measuring of the new j erusalem with its tem- 
ple, chap. 40, ete. 

It may sometimes be difficult to determine to 
which of these two classes symbols belong, as, for 
eye, those in the fourth chapter ; but in either 
case their meaning, and the instructions which they 
furnish, are the same. 

In interpreting symbols, we are to be guided first 
of all by the writer's own explanations: where 

are wanting, we must carefully study the 
nature of the figures used, and the connections in 
which they occur. 

1. In the thirtieth year; this was also “the 
fifth year of king Jehoiachin’s captivity,’ verse 2, 





a chap. 3: 15,23.  b Rev 19.11 € chap. 
t Heb. Jehezkel. ¢ 1 Kings, 18: 40. 
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and a fire tinfolding itself, and a bright- 
hess was about it, and out of the midst 
thereof as the color of amber, out of the 
midst of the fire. 

5 Also out of the midst thereof cume the 
likeness of ‘four living creatures. And 
this® was their appearance ; they had the 
likeness of a man. 

6 And every one had four faces, and 
every one had four wings. 

7 And their feet were Sstraight feet; 
and the sole of their feet was like the 
sole of a calf’s foot: and they "sparkled 
like the color of burnished brass. 

8 And they had the hands of a man 
under their wings, on their four sides ; 
and they four had their faces and their 
wings. 

9 Their wings were joined one to 
another; they turned not when they 


} Heb. catching. f Rev.4:6,etc. g chap 10:8,etc. % Heb. a 
straight foot. b Dan. 10:6; Rev. 1:15. 








and consequently the fifth year of Zedekiah’s reign, 
or five hundred and ninety-five years before Christ. 
Reckoning back from this date thirty years, we 
come to the eighteenth year of Josiah, when he 
repaired the temple and solemnly renewed the wor- 
ship of God; and also to the first year of Nabopo- 
lassar, the father of Nebuchadnezzar, who made 
Babylon independent of the Assyrian monarchy, 
and thus established a new era. It is uncertain 
from which of these events the prophet reckons, 
but the latter is the most probable. Among the 
captives ; whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away 
with Jehoiachin. 2 Kings, 24: 10-16. The river 
of Chebar ; a river of Mesopotamia flowing into 
the Euphrates from the north-east. It now bears 
the name of Khabour. The heavens were open- 
ed; to impart divine revelations. Compare Mat. 
32167 Acts 10S11s Rev. 431919. 11. 

3. The hand of the Lord—upon him; the 
same as, “ the Spirit of God came upon him, ena- 
bling him to prophesy.”” Compare 2 Kings, 3: 10. 

4. Whirlwind—great cloud—fire; the sym- 
bols of God’s presence, Ex. 19: 16-18; Job 38:1; 
Psa. 50:3. Infolding itself; forming a contin- 
uous rolling mass. Amder; here a compound 
metal of great brilliancy. 

5. Came; that is, appeared. The word is sup- 
plied by the translators. They had the likeness 
of a man; their general form was that of a man 
with four faces. 

7. Like the sole of a calf’s foot ; rounded on 
every side alike, so that no one part was more front 
than another, and they could move in every direc- 
tion without turning. Compare ver. 9, 12, 17. 
Burnished brass ; compare Rey. 1: 15. 

8. The hands of a man—on their four sides ; 
each had four hands, one under each of his four 
wings. 

9. Joined one to another; their position was 
four-square, each having one wing opposite to the 


wing of his fellow on two sides; these two oppo- 
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Ezekiel’s vision of 


went; they went every one straight for- 
ward. 

10 As for the likeness of their faces, 
they four had the face of a man, and the 
face of a lion, on the right side: and 
they four had the face of an ox on the 
left side; they four also had the face of 
an eagle. 

11 Thus were their faces: and their 
wings were *stretched upward; two 
wings of every one were joined one to 
another, and two *covered their bodies. 

12 And they went every one straight 
forward: whither the spirit was to go, 
they went; and they turned not when 
they went. 

13 As for the likeness of the living 
creatures, their appearance was like 
burning coals of fire, and like the ap- 
pearance of lamps: it » went up and 
down among the living creatures; and 
the fire was bright, and out of the fire 
went forth lightning. 

14 And the living creatures ‘ran and 
returned as the appearance of a flash of 
lightning. 

15 J Now as I beheld the living crea- 
tures, behold one wheel upon the earth by 
the living creatures, with his four faces. 

16 The appearance of the wheels and 
their work was like unto the color of a 
beryl: and they four had one likeness: 
and their appearance and their work 
was as it were a wheel in the middle of 
a wheel. 

17 When they went, they went upon 
their four sides: and they turned not 
when they went. 

* Or, divided above. alsa.6:2. b Gen. 15:17, ¢ Psa, 147:14; 


Zech. 4:10. d Isa. 55:9. 7 Or, strakes. ¢ chap 10:12; Prov 
15:3. f ver.12; 1 Cor. 14:32, $f Or, life. g Job37: 22. 


site wings were stretched forth so as to meet each 
other. Turned not—went every one straight 
forward ; they had each four fronts, and the figure 
which they formed had also four fronts, so that they 
could move alike in every direction without turn- 
ing. This denotes their absolute readiness to exe- 
cute the divine will, whithersoever it required them 
to go. 

10. They four had the face of a man—the 
face of an eagle; by a change of punctuation 
this passage will be made clearer, thus: “They 
four had the face of a man; and the face of a lion 
on the right side: and they four had the face of an 
ox,” etc. All four had the face of a man in front, 
that is, on the south, since the vision came from 
the north; the face of an eagle in the rear; the 
face of a lion on the right side, and of an ox on the 
left. The four faces, corresponding to the four 
pee divisions of living creatures among the 

ebrews, seem to represent the fulness of their 
endowments. 

11. Covered their bodies; a token of rever- 





h chap. 





ence. 

12. Whither the spirit was to go, they went ; 
one spirit animated both the living creatures and 
the wheels, so that they all moved together. 

14. Ran and returned; that is, moved all to- 
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4 
Jour living creatures 


18 As for their rings, they were *"67s2 
so “high that they were dreadful; and 
their trings were full of *eyes round 
about them four. 

19 And when the living creatures went, 
the wheels went by them: and when the 
living creatures were lifted up from the 
earth, the wheels were lifted up. 

20 Whithersoever the ‘spirit was to go, 
they went, thither was thezr spirit to go; 
and the wheels were lifted up over against 
them: for the spirit of # the living crea- 
ture was in the wheels. 

21 When those went, these went; and 
when those stood, these stood ; and when 
those were lifted up from the earth, the 
wheels were lifted up over against them: 
for the spirit of #the living creature was 
in the wheels. 

22 And the likeness of the firmament 
upon the heads of the living creature 
was as the color of the &terrible crystal, 
stretched forth over their heads above. 

23 And under the firmament were their 
wings straight, the one toward the other: 
every one had two, which covered on 
this side, and every one had two, which 
covered on that side, their bodies. 

24 And when they went, I heard the 
noise of their wings, like the noise of 
great waters, as the ‘voice of the Al- 
mighty, the voice of speech, as the noise 
of a Jhost: when they stood, they let 
down their wings. 

25 And there was a voice from the 
firmament that was over their heads, 
when they stood, and had let down their 
wings. 





43:2; Dan. 10:6; Rev. 1:15. 


i Job 37:2-5; Psa. 29:3, 4; 
68:33. j 2 Kings, 7:6. . 





gether with the wheels and firmament above them, 
As the appearance—lightning ; in respect to 
both brightness and velocity. 


15. By the living creatures ; that is, by each of — 


the four. With his four faces ; see note ver. 10. 

16. A wheel in the middle of a wheel; a sec- 
ond wheel at right angles with the first. Thus the 
four half circles made four faces or sides. 

17. Went upon their four sides ; went in the 
direction of any one of their four sides, whithersoever 
the spirit directed them. Turned not ; the proph- 
et does not mean that they did not revolve, but 
that having four sides, they moved every way 
without the nece&sity of turning about to change 
their course. 

18. Rings; rims, felloes. Full of eyes; de- 
noting intelligence. The wheels were pervaded by 
the spirit of the living creatures, ver. 20. The 
meaning is, that all the movements of divine Prov- 
idence are pervaded and directed by infinite intel- 
ligence. 

22. Living creature ; 
the four. The terrible crystal ; 
amazing by its splendor. - 

23. Straight; stretched out horizontally so as 
to touch each other, ver. 9. : 

24, Let down their wings; as ceasing to fly. 


here used collectively of 
dazzling and 
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oak 26 J And above the firmament 
that was over their heads, was the like- 
ness of a *throne, "as the appearance of 
a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness 
of the throne was the likeness as the ap- 
pearance of a man above ‘upon it. 

27 And I saw as the color of amber, as 
the appearance of fire round about with- 
in it: from the appearance of his loins 
even upward, and from the appearance 
of his loins even downward, I saw as it 
were the appearance of fire, and it had 
brightness round about. 

28 As the appearance of the ‘bow that 
is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was 
the appearance of the brightness round 
about. This was the appearance of the 
likeness of the *glory of the Lorp. And 
when | saw it, 1 ‘fell upon my face, and 
I heard a voice of one that spake. 


CHAPTER II. 


1 Ezekiel’s commission. 6 His instruction. 9 The 
roll of his heavy prophecy. 
ND he said unto me, Son of man, 
stand® upon thy feet, and I will 
speak unto thee. 

2 And "the spirit entered into me when 
he spake unto me, and set me upon my feet, 
that I heard im that spake unto me. 

3 And he said unto me, Son of man, I 
send thee to the children of I[sracl, to a 
rebellious *nation that hath rebelled 
against me: they and their‘fathers have 
transgressed against me, even unto this 
very day. 

4 For they are timpudent children and 


EZEKIEL IIIf. 


commission. 


stiff-hearted. I do/send thee unto them; 
and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord Gop. 

5 And they, * whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear, (for they are 
a rebellious house,) !yet shall know that 
there hath been a prophet among them. 

6 § And thou, son of man, “be not 
afraid of them, neither be afraid of their 
words, though +briers and "thorns be 
with thee, and thou dost dwell among 
scorpions: be not °afraid of their words, 
nor be dismayed at their looks, though 
they be a rebellious house. 

7 And thou shalt speak my words unto 
them, whether they will hear, or whether 
they will forbear: for they are $ most 
rebellious. 

8 But thou, son of man, hear what I 
say unto thee; Be not P thou rebellious 
like that rebellious house: open thy 
mouth, and Yeat that I give thee. 

9 4] And when I looked, behold, a‘ hand 
was sent unto me; and lo, a *roll of a 
book was therein ; 

10 And he spread it before me; and it 
was written within and without: and 
there was written therein lamentations, 
and mourning, and woe. 


CHAPTER III. 


1 Ezekiel eateth the roll. 4 God encourageth him. 
15 God showeth him the rule of prophecy. 22 God 
shutteth and openeth the prophet’s mouth. 


NV OREOVER he said unto me, Son of 
i} man, eat that thou findest; eat this 
roll,*§ and go speak unto the house of 
Israel. 








@ Psa. 45:6; Dan. 7:93 Mat. 26:31; Heb. 38: 1; 12:2. b Ex 
94:10. c¢ Rev. 3:21; 4:2.3. 4 Gen. 9:13; Rev. 4.3; 10:1. 
e Ex. 16:7. 10; 24:16, 17; 1 Kings, 8:10.11. fehap 3:23; Dan 


8: 173 Acts 9:4; Rev. 1:17.18. g Dan. 10:11. bh chap. 3-24. 
* Heb. nations. i chap. 20: 18-30; Deut. 4:27; Jer. 3:25; Acts 


7:51. — { Heb. hard of face. 3 Mat.10:16.  &k chap. 3:11, 27. 
Ichap. 33°33. m Jer. 1:2,17; Lukel2:4; Acts 4;29, 3l. +f Or, 
rebels. © 2Sam. 23:6, 7; Isa. 9:18; Micah7:4. 0 1 Pet. 3:14. 
Q Heb. rebellion, p Isa. 50:5. q Rev. 10 9,10. ¥r chap. 8:3. 
s chap. 3:1. t chap. 2: 38,9. 





26. Above the firmament—appeaiance of @ 
man ; compare Ex. 24: 10. 

28. The bow; Rev. 4:3; 10:1. The glory 
of the Lord ; the prophet saw in vision the Lord 
enthroned in glory upon the firmament above the 
cherubim. The cherubim with their wheels, mov- 
ing every way like a flash of lightning, seem to 
denote all the agencies by which God admunisters 
his government over the world, which are abso- 
lutely at his command, and execute with unerring 
certainty all his high purposes. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-3. God was with his ancient people in captiv- 
ity, and revealed himself to them there for their 
warning, instruction, and consolation ; so he 1s with 
his churches now in the darkest days of adversity 
and sorrow, preparing them, if they will listen to 
his voice, for returning prosperity and gladness. 

4-28. All the powers of heaven and earth are 
from God as their author, and at his absolute dis- 
posal as their governor, to do whatsoever he will: 
nothing can thwart or hinder the execution of his 
purposes. Psa. 115:3; 135:6; Mat. 26:53. 


CHAPTER IL. 


1. I will speak unto thee; the prophet now 
receives his commission. 





9. A roll of a book; «a book in the form of a 
roll, after the ancient custom. 

10. Spread it; by unrolling it. Wethin and 
without; that is, on both sides, to denote the ful- 
ness of its contents. Compare Rev. 5:1. Rolls 
were generally written only on the inner side. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3-5. God’s servants must deliver his messages to 
the rebellious and stiff-hearted, as well as to the obe- 
dient; not omitting any part of them through fear of 
persecution, but holding themselves ever ready, after 
the example of their great Master, to suffer reproach 
and persecution for their fidelity to the truth. 

6. Wicked men show their enmity to God’s truth 
by persecuting those who proclaim it: the faithful 
preacher must expect to find them briers and thorns 
in his side and scorpions in his path; but if he 

uts his trust in God and does his duty, he will be 
jetivarad from all their evil devices. 

10. For those who persist in sin, God has no mes- 
sages but those of evil. 1 Kings, 22:8; Psa. 11:6; 
Isa. 3: 11. 


CHAPTER III. 


1. Eat this roll; this symbol denotes the in- 
ward willing reception of the prophetical messages 
committed to him. Compare ver. 10. 


The charge given 


2 SoT opened my mouth, and he caused 
me to eat that roll. 

3 And he said unto me, Son of man, 
cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bow- 
els with this roll that I give thee. Then 
did J eat zt; and *it was in my mouth 
as honey for sweetness. 

4 4 And he said unto me, Son of man, 
go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and 
speak with my words unto them. 

5 For thou art not sent to a people *of 
a strange speech and of a hard language, 
but to the house of Israel ; 

6 Not to many people *of a strange 
speech and of a hard language, whose 
words thou canst not understand. 7 Sure- 
ly, “had I sent thee to them, they would 
have hearkened unto thee. 

7 But the house of Israel will not heark- 
en unto thee; for‘they will not hearken 
unto me: for all the house of Israel are 
impudent? and hardhearted. 

8 Behold, I have made thy face strong 
against their faces, and thy forehead 
strong against their foreheads. 

9 As an adamant °harder than flint 
have I made thy forehead: fear them 
not, neither be dismayed at ‘their looks, 
though they le a rebellious house. 

10 Moreover he said unto me, Son of 
man, all my words that I shall speak 
unto thee receive in thy heart, and hear 
with thine ears. 

11 And go, get thee to them of the cap- 
tivity, unto the children of thy people, 
and speak unto them, and tell them, Thus 
saith the Lord Gop; whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear. 

12 Then the "spirit took me up, and | 
heard behind me a voice of a great rush- 
ing, saying, Blessed be the glory of the 
Lorp from his place. 

13 I heard also the noise of the wings 
of the living creatures that § touched one 
another, and the noise of the wheels 
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to the prophet. 


over against them, and a noise of 4;,™. 34 
a great rushing. 

14 So ‘the spirit lifted me up, and took 
me away, and I went in ! bitterness, in 
the* heat of my spirit; but the /hand of 
the Lorp was strong upon me. 

15 ¥ Then I came to them of the cap- 
tivity at Tel-abib, that dwelt by the 
river of Chebar, and I *sat where they 
sat, and remained there astonished among 
them seven days. 

16 And it came to pass at the end of 
seven days, that the word of the Lorp 
came unto me, saying, 

17 Son of man, I have made thee a 
watchman! unto the house of Israel: 
therefore hear thes-word at my mouth, 
and give them warning from me. 

18 When I say unto the wicked, Thou 
shalt surely die; and ™thou givest him not 
warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked 
from his wicked way, to save his life; the 
same wicked man shall die in "his iniquity ; 
but his blood willl require at thy hand. 

19 Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he 
turn not from his wickedness, nor from 
his wicked way, he shall die in his ini- 


quity; but thou hast°delivered thy soul. - 


20 Again,’ When a righteous man doth 
turn from his jrighteousness, and com- 
mit iniquity, and I dlay a stumbling-block 
before him, he shall die: because thou 
hast not given him warning, he shall dic 
in his sin, and his righteousness which 
he hath done shall not be remembered ; 


but his blood will I require at thy hand. 


21 Nevertheless, if thou warn the right- 
eous man, that the righteous sin not, and 
he doth not sin, he shall surely live, be- 
cause he is "warned; also thou hast 
delivered thy soul. 

22 4 And the hand of the Lorp was 
there upon me; and he said unto me, 
Arise, go forth into the plain, and I will 
there talk with thee. 





a Jer. 15:16, b Psa. 19:10; 119:103, * Heb. deep cf lip, and 
heavy of tongue. + Or, If Thad sent thee to them, would they not. 
c Mat. 11:23; 12:41. @John15:20. ¢ Heb. stiff of forehead, 
and hard of heart. ¢ Isa. 60:7; Micah 3:8, f 2 Tim.2:3 g 2 
Tim.2:7. hb chap. 8:3; 1 Kings, 18:12; 2 Kings, 2:16; Acts 


8:39. % Heb. kissed. i ver. 12. || Heb. bitter, * Heb. hot an- 
ger. j 2 Kings,3:15. k Psa, 137; 1. 1 Isa. 52:8; 56:10; Jer. 
6:17; Heb. 13:17. m chap. 33:6. 2 John 8:21,24. 0 Isa, 


p chap. 18:24; 33: 12,13. > Heb. right 


49: 4,5; Acts 20: 26. 
r Psa. 19:11. 


eousnesses. & 1 Pet.2:6-8 





3. As honey for sweetness; he received the 
divine revelations with holy delight, although their 
contents of “lamentations, and mourning, and woe” 
were bitter to him. Compare Rev. 10:9, 10 

5. Ofastrange speech—a hardlanguage ; that 
is, speaking a foreign tongue unintelligible to him. 

6. They would have hearkened ; compare 
Mat. 11: 21-24. 

12. Took me up; “lifted me up between the 
earth and the heaven,” and took me away to Tel- 
abib; compare ver. 14 and chap. 8:3. This, how- 
ever, was not bodily, but in prophetic vision ; for 
he afterwards went thither by his own proper act, 
as is plain from verses 11,15. The vision indicated 
a duty which he immediately performed. A vozce 
of a great rene ; the sound of the cherubim 
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and wheels in motion. for “ whithersoever the spirit 
was to go, they went.” Chap. 1: 20. 

13. The noise of the wings; compare chap. 
10:5. E 

14. In bitterness, in the heat of my spirit ; 
full of grief and holy anger. The spirit of proph- 
ecy brought his feelings towards his countrymen 
into harmony with those of God. _ 

15. Astonished ; in view of the solemn office 
committed to me. 


16. At the end of seven days ; Ezekiel, like . 


Saul of Tarsus, was left, for a period after his call, 
to his own meditations. : 

20. A stumbling-block ; any occasion of sin 
which comes to men through God’s providence for 
their trial. 
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- work, he gives them t 





The-siege of 


AMY? «23 Then I arose, and went forth 


into the plain: and behold, the glory of 
the Lorp stood there, as the glory which 
I saw by the river of Chebar: and I fell 
on my face. , 

24 Then the spirit entered into me, and 
set me upon my feet, and spake with 
me, and said unto me, Go, shut thyself 
within thy house. 

25 But thou, O son of man, behold, they 
shall put bands upon thee, and shall bind 
thee with them; and thou shalt not go 
out among them: 

26 And [ will make thy tongue *cleave 
to the roof of thy mouth; that thou shalt 
be dumb, and shalt °not be to them *a 
reprover:* for they are a rebellious house. 

27 But whenI speak with thee, I willopen 
thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord Gon; He that heareth, 
let him hear; and he that forbeareth, let 
him forbear: for they are arebellious house. 


CHAPTER IV. 


1 Under the type of a siege is shown the time from the 
defection of Jeroboam tothe captivity. 9 By the provis- 
ion of the siege, is shown the hardness of the famine. 


HOU also, son of man, take thee a 
tile, and lay it before thee, and por- 
tray upon it the city, even Jerusalem: 
b Amos 8:11, 12. * Heb man reproving. 


ad Luke 19: 43, 44. f Or, chtef leaders ; chap. 
e chap. 12.6, 11. f Begin. 





a Luke 1 : 20, 22. 
© Psa 38: 13, 14. 
21:22. $ Or. a flat plate, or sitce. 
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Jerusalem portrayed. 


2 And lay ‘siege against it, and build a 
fort against it, and cast a mount against 
it; set the camp also against it, and set 
battering t rams against 1t round about. 

3 Moreover, take thou unto thee tan 
iron pan, and set it for a wall of iron 
between thee and the city: and set thy 
face against it, and it shall be besieged, 
and thou shalt lay siege againstit. This 
shall be a *sign to the house of Israel. 

4 Lie thou also upon thy left side, and 
lay the iniquity of the house of Israel 
upon it: according to the number of the 
days that thou shalt lie upon it thou 
shalt bear their iniquity. 

5 For I have laid upon thee the years 
of their iniquity, according to the num- 
ber of the days, ‘three hundred and nine- 
ty days: so shalt thou & bear the iniquity 
of the aes of Israel. 

6 And when thou hast accomplished 
them, lie again on thy right side, and 
thou shalt.bear the iniquity of the house 
of Judah forty days: I have appointed 
thee $cach day for a year. 

7 Therefore thou shalt set thy face 
toward the siege of Jerusalem, and thine 
arm shall be uncovered, and thou shalt 
prophesy against it. 


ning 975; 1 Kings, 12:23; ending 585. g Num. 14:3, 4. % Heb. 
a day for a year, u day for a year, 








25. They shall put bands upon thee ; that is, 
thou shalt be bound at my command. This is 
probably to be understood figuratively of a divine 
restraint at certain times from the exercise of the 
prophetical office, as is explained in the following 
verses. 

26.27. Will make thy tongue cleave—when 
I speak ; he is to keep silence, except when God's 
Spirit moves him to speak; the perverseness of the 
people makes this reserve necessary. 

INSTRUCTIONS. ; 

3. That we may be prepared to proclaim God's 
truth to others, we must first receive it with holy 
obedience and joy into our own hearts, and make 
it our daily food and strength. 

5. In the work of making known God’s truth to 
our own neighbors and countrymen we enjoy many 
advantages above the foreign missionary, who goes 
to people of strange customs and a strange speech: 
these advantages ought to excite us to great zeal 
and diligence in the performance of this duty. 

6,7. None are so hardhearted and desperately 
wicked as those who have enjoyed and abused 
great religious privileges. Mat. 11: 20-24. 

9. When God appoints his servants to any 
fie strength and grace which 
they need for its performance. 

_ 14. A burning zeal for the glory of God, united 
with “ great heaviness” of heart in view of men’s 
perverseness and rebellion, have been in all ages 
the marks of God’s true servants. Fx. 32: 19, 20, 
31, 32; Psa. 119:136; Jer. 9:1, 2; 20:9; John 

2:17; Rom. 9: 1-3. 

15. Silent meditation and prayer are among the 
best means of preparation for a great and difficult 


service. 
{ 17-21. God holds the preacher responsible for 
__( the faithful delivery of his messages: when this is 





done, it is both the preacher's duty and his privi- 
lege to leave the consequences with God. 

26. rod sometimes, in his displeasure, withdraws 
his admonitions from the perverse aud incorrigible, 
and leaves them to their own ways. Isa. 1:5. 


CHAPTER IV. 


1. A tile; the large tiles of Babylon were com- 
monly used for inscriptions and drawings. 

2. Lay siege against it; that 1s, portray a 
siege. 

3. Fora wall ofiron; this seems to be a sym- 
bol of God's wrath arrayed against Jerusalem in 
the form of a siege. For the meaning of iron as 
a symbol, see Dan. 2:40. 

4-6. Lie thou ; the prophet himself now repre- 
sents the people of Israel and Judah. The years of 
their iniguity—the number of the days; the 
meaning is, that each day represents a year. 
Three hundred and ninety days—forty days ; 
the interpretation of these numbers is uncertain. 
According to some, the forty days correspond to the 
forty years’ wandering of the Israelites in the wil- 
derness, and the sum of the two numbers, four hun- 
dred and thirty days, to the four hundred and thirty 
years of servitude in Egypt, Ex. 12:40; meaning 
that God will repeat to his covenant people the 
chastisements inflicted upon their fathers. Others 
understand by the three hundred and ninety days, 
the three hundred and ninety years from the 
establishment of idolatry in Israel by Jeroboam 
to the destructien of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnez- 
zar; and by the forty days, forty of the last years 
of the kingdom of Judah, when idolatry abounded 
in it. 

7. Uncovered ; as ready for hostile action against 
Jerusalem. Here, as in verses 1-3, the prophet 
acts as God's representative. 
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The sore famine and 


8 And behold, I will lay *bands upon 
thee, and thou shalt not turn thee from 
one* side to another, till thou hast ended 
the days of thy siege. 

9 | Take thou also unto thee wheat, 
and barley, and beans, and lentiles, and 
millet, and ¢ fitches, and put them in one 
vessel, and make thee bread thereof, ac- 
cording to the number of the days that 
thou shalt lie upon thy side; three hun- 
dred and ninety days shalt thou eat 
thereof. 

10 And thy meat which thou shalt eat 
shall be by weight, twenty shekels a day: 
from time to time shalt thou eat it. 

11 Thou shalt drink also water by 
measure, the sixth part of a hin: from 
time to time shalt thou drink. 

12 And thou shalt eat itas barley cakes, 
and thou shalt bake it with dung that 
cometh out of man, in their sight. 

13 And the Lorp said,° Even thus shall 
the children of Israel eat their defiled 
bread among the Gentiles, whither I will 
drive them. 

14 Then said I, Ah Lord Gop! behold, 
my soul hath not been ‘polluted: for 
from my youth up even till now have I 
not eaten of “that which dieth of itself, 
or is torn in pieces; neither came there 
abominable® flesh into my mouth. 

15 Then he said unto me, Lo, I have 
given thee cow’s dung for man’s dung, and 
thou shalt prepare thy bread therewith. 

16 Moreover he said unto me, Son of 
man, behold, I will break the ‘staff of 
bread in Jerusalem; and &they shall eat 
bread by weight, and with care; and 
they shall drink water by measure, and 
with astonishment: 

17 ‘That they may want bread and wa- 
ter, and be astonished one with another, 
and "consume away for their iniquity. 
“achap 3:25. * Heb thy side to thy side. eke spelt. b Hosea 


9:3. ¢ Acts10:14 d Ex. 22:31; Lev. 17.15, -e Deut, 14:3; 
Isa. 65:4. f chap. 5:16, 14:13; Lev. 26:26; Psa. 105 :16; Isa. 








8. Lay bands upon thee; to signify that Ju- 
dah and Israel cannot escape the coming judgments 
which the prophet thus represents. 

10,11. By wetght—by measure ; a scanty 
allowance of food and drink, dealt out by weight 
and measure, as in time of famine. A shekel was 
something more than half an ounce; a hin was 
about ten pints. 

12. With dung; that is, dung for fuel; indi- 
cating the extreme scarcity of fuel in the city. By 
using this unclean substance for fuel, the bread 
itself would become defiled, that is, unclean, ac- 
cording to the distinctions of the Mosaic law. Com- 
pare ver. 14. 

15. Cow's dung; a common fuel in eastern 
countries. 

In reference to the s 
chapter, see the General 
of the book. 


bolical actions of this 
emarks at the beginning 


INSTRUCTIONS. 
When nations and cities refuse to be corrected 
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misery of the.city. 


° 


A. M. 3409.. 


CHAPTER V. aM, 900 


L Under the type of hair, 5 is shown the judgment of 
Jerusalem for their rebellion, 12 by famine, sword, 
and dispersion. 


ND thou, son of man, take thee a 
sharp knife, take thee a barber's 
razor, and cause zt to pass upon thy head 
and upon thy beard: then take thee bal- 
ances to weigh, and divide the hazr. 

2 Thou shalt burn with fire a third 
part in the midst of the city, when the 
days of the'siege are fulfilled: and thou 
shalt take a third part, and smite about 
it with a knife: and a third part thou 
shalt scatter in the wind; and I will 
draw out a sword after them. 

3 Thou shalt also take thereof /a few 
in number, and bind them in thy # skirts. 

4 Then* take of them again, and cast 
them into the midst of the fire, and burn 
them in the fire; for thereof shall a fire 
come forth into all the house of Israel. 

5 J Thus saith the Lord Gov; This zs 
Jerusalem: I have set it in the midst of 
the nations and countries that are round 
about her. 

6 And she hath 'changed my judg- 
ments into wickedness more than the 
nations, and my statutes ™more than the 
countries that are round about her: for 
they" have refused my judgments and my 
statutes, they have not walked in them. 

7 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Because ye multiplied more than the na- 
tions thatare round about you, and have 
not walked in my statutes, neither have 
kept my judgments, neither have done 
according to the judgments of the nations 
that are round about you; 

8 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop ; 
Behold, J, even I, am against thee, and 
will execute judgments in the midst of 
thee in the sight of the nations. 

h chap. 24:23; Lev. 26:59. i chap. 4:1, 


$ Heb. wings. k Jer. 44:14. 1 Jude 4. 
n Neh. 9:16, 17; Jer. 5:3. 





3:1. g chap, 12:19, 
8,9. J Jer. 52: 16, 
m chap. 16:47; 1 Cor. 5:1. 





by (tod’s chastisements, he will multiply his judg- 
ments against them until they are utterly deste 
No human power can avail to loose the bands which 
he lays upon the workers of iniquity. 


CHAPTER V. 


2. Burn with fire—smite about 1t—scatter 
in the wind; the meaning of these symbols 1s 
explained in verse 12. 

3. Bind them in thy skirts; a sign of God's 
preserving care. 

4. Take of themagain ; take some of the hairs 
bound in thy skirt. The remnant that is spared 
needs a new purification. See note on Isa. 6: 13. 

6. Changed my judgments into wicked- 
ness; or, “wickedly rebelled against my judg- 
ments.” 

7. According to the judgments of the na- 
tions; they had not adhered as steadfastly to the 
worship of the true God, as the nations did to their 
idols. Compare Jer. 2:11. 




















Judgment of Israel 


A. M. 3409, 


pew. 9 And I will do in thee *that 
which I have not done, and whereunio I 
will not do any more the like, because of 
all thine abominations. 

10 Therefore the fathers shall eat the 
sons in the midst of thee, and the sons 
shall eat their fathers; and I will execute 
judgments inthee, and the whole remnant 
of thee will I “scatter into all the winds. 

11 Wherefore, as I live, saith the Lord 
Gop, surely, because thou hast defiled 
my ‘sanctuary with all °thy detestable 
things, and with all thine abominations, 
therefore will [ also fdiminish thee ; nei- 
ther shall mine eye spare, neither will J 
have any € pity. 

12 4 A *third part of thee shall die 
with the pestilence, and with famine 
shall they be consumed in the midst of 
thee: and a third part shall fall by the 
sword round about thee; and I will 
seatter'a third part into all the winds, 
and | will draw out a sword after them. 

13 Thus shall mine anger be } accom- 
plished, and I will cause my fury to * rest 
upon them, and I will be !comforted: 
and they shall know that I the Lorp 
have spoken zt in my zeal, when I have 
accomplished my fury in them. 

14 Moreover I will make "thee waste, 
and a reproach among the nations that 
are round about thee, in the sight of all 
that pass by. 

15 Soit shall be a"reproach anda taunt, 
an instruction and an astonishment unto 
the nations that are round about. thee, 
when I shall execute judgments in thee 
in anger and in fury and in ° furious re- 
bukes. I the Lorp have spoken tt. 

16 When PI shall send upon them the 
evil arrows of famine, which shall be 
for their destruction, and which I will 
send to destroy you: and I will increase 
the famine upon you, and will break 
your staff of bread: 


EZEKIEL VI. 


Sor their idolatry. 


17 So willI send upon you famine and 
evil’ beasts, and they shall bereave thee; 
and ‘pestilence and blood shall pass 
through thee; and I will bring the sword 
upon thee. I the Lorp have spoken it. 


CHAPTER. VI. 


1 The judgment of Israel for their idolatry. 8 Arem- 
nant shall be, blessed. 11 The faithful are exhorted 
to lament their calamities. 


Ae the word of the Lorp came unto 
me, saying, 

2 Son of man, *set thy face toward the 
mountains ‘of Israel, and prophesy against 
them, 

3 And say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear 
the word of the Lord Gop; Thus saith 
the Lord Gop to the mountains and to the 
hills, to the rivers and to the valleys ; 
Behold, I, even I, will bring a sword upon 
you, and I will destroy your "high places. 

4 And your altars shall be desolate, and 
your *images shall be broken: and I will 
castdown your slain men before your idols. 

5 And I will flay the dead carcasses of 
the children of Israel before their idols; 
and I will scatter your Ybones round 
about your altars. 

6 In all your dwelling-places the cities 
Shall be laid waste, and the high places 
shall be desolate; that your altars may 
be laid waste and made desolate, and 
your idols may be broken and cease, and 
your #images may be cut down, and 
your works may be abolished. 

7 And the slain shall fall in the midst 
of you, and “ye shall know that Iam the 
Lorp. 

8 4] Yet will I leave a *remnant, that 
ye may have some that shall escape the 
sword among the nations, when ye shall 
be scattered through the countries. 

9 And they that escape of you shall 
remember ¥ me among the nations whith- 
er they shall be carried captives, because 
I am *broken with their * whorish heart, 





a Lam. 4:6; Dan, 9:12; Amos3:2. b Lev. 26:24; Deut. 
28:53; Lam. 2:20; 4:10. ¢ chap. 12:14; Deut. 28:64; Zech, 
2:6, d chap. 8:65, etc.; 2 Chron. 36: 14. e chap. 11:21; Jer, 44:4. 
f Psa. 107:39, g Lam,2 21. b ver.2; chap. 6:12; Jer. 15:2; 21:4, 
iJer. 9:16, j chap. 6:12; 7.8; Lam. 4:11. k chap.21: 17. Ichap. 
16:63; Isa. 1:24. m Neh. 2:17. » Deut. 28:37; 1 Kings, 9.7; 


Psa. 79:4; Jer. 24:9; Lam, 2: 15-17. © chap. 25:17; Nah. 1:2. 
p Deut. 52:23, q Lev, 26:22. -r chap, 38:22. 8 chap. 20: 46. 
t chap. 36:1; Micah 6:1,2, u Lev. 26:30, * Heb. sun images. 
t Heb. give. v 1 Kings, 13:2; 2 Kings, 23:14,16. + Heb. sun 
tmages. Ww ver. 13. x Isa 6:13; Jer, 44:28, y Psa. 137: LA 
Dan. 9: 2,3, 2 Psa. 78:40; Isa. 43:24, a Jer, 3:6, 13. 





13. Be comforted ; by the manifestation of my 
justice towards them. 

15. It shall be ; that is, my dealing with thee 
shall make thee a reproach, etc., thus manifestin 
the evil of sin, and how fearful a thing it is to fa 
under God’s displeasure. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3, 4. In the severity of God’s dealings with the 
remnant of his ancient people, we have at once an 
affecting proof of the desperate wickedness of the hu- 
man heart, which makes so much suffering necessa- 
ty, and alsoa solemn pledge of God’s purpose to purify 


- his church from time to time, and make her fruitful 


in righteousness to the glory of his own name. 
5-17. God has set his people for the light of the 
world; he would have them, by their holy example, 





bring their fellow-men to the knowledge and obe- 
dience of the truth. When they change his judg- 
ments into wickedness, and become leaders in sin 
to the world without, he will punish them with a 
severity ay abe te to their guilt, and make them 
“a reproach and a taunt, an instruction and an 
astonishment” to those who are about them, that 
all may learn to fear his holy name. 


CHAPTER VI. 


3. Rivers ; beds of torrents, which are dry ex- 
cept in the rainy season. High places ; for sac- 
rillain to idols. 

6. Your idols may be broken—abolished ; the 
object of these severe judgments is here given—the 
extirpation of idolatry. 
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Israel’s final 


which hath departed from me, and with 
their *eyes, which go a whoring after 
their idols: and they shall» loathe them- 
selves for the evils which they have 
committed, in all their abominations. 

10 And they shall. know that I am the 
Lorp, and that I have not said in vain 
that I would do this evil unto them. 

11 § Thus saith the Lord Gon; * Smite 
with thy hand, and stamp with thy foot, 
and say, Alas for all the evil abomina- 
tions of the house of Israel! for ‘they 
shall fall by the sword, by the famine, 
and by the pestilence. 

12 He that is far off shall die of the 
pestilence ; and he thatis near shall fall 
by the sword; and he that remaineth and 
is besieged shall die by the famine: thus 
will I accomplish my fury upon them. 

13 Then shall ye know that I am the 
Lorp, when their slain men shall be 
among their idols round about their al- 
tars, °upon every high hill, in all the 
tops of the mountains, and under every 
green tree, and under every thick oak, 
the place where they did offer sweet 
savor to all their idols. 

14 So will I stretch out my hand upon 
them, and make the land desolate, yea, 
more* desolate than the wilderness tow- 
ard Diblath, in all their habitations: and 
they shall know that I am the Lorp. 


CHAPTER VII. 


1 The final desolation of Israel. 16 The mournful re- 
pentance of them thatescape. 20 The enemies defile 
the sanctuary because of the Israelites’ abominations, 
23 Under the type of a chain is shown their miser- 
able captivity. 

“OREOVER the word of the Lorp 
came unto me, saying, 

2 Also, thou son of man, thus saith the 
Lord Gop unto the land of Israel; An 
end,® the end is come upon the four cor- 
ners of the land. 

a chap, 14:4-7; 20 7-24; Num. 15:39. b chap. 20:43; 36:31; 
Job 42:6. ¢ chap.21:14. d chap. 5:12,13.  e Isa. 57:5, 7; 


Jer. 2:20; Hosea 4:13. f Isa. 5:25. * Or, desolate from the 
wilderness. g Lam.1:9. + Heb. give. bh chap. 5:11. i Hosea 








12. Far off; from the invading army. Re- 
maineth ; in the city. No situation shall secure 
the sinful people from God’s wrath. 

14. Diblath ; perhaps the same as Diblathaim, 
Jer. 48:22; according to some, Riblah, on the 
north-eastern border of Palestine. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. In the punishment of sinners, God will so order 
events as to make the folly of their vain confidences 
manifest to all men. Ver. 13. 

9, 10. When God’s chastisements have brought 
us to see ourselves as he sees us, and to loathe our- 
selves for the evils which we have done, they have 
accomplished their proper object, and he will soon 
remove them. _ ; 


CHAPTER VIL. 


4. Thine abominations shail be; that is, the 
recompense of thine abominations shall come. 
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desolation. 


3 Now is the end come upon thee, “3%; 302 


and I will send mine anger upon thee, and 
will judge thee according to thy ways, 
and will f recompense upon thee all thine 
abominations. 

4 And "mine cye shall not spare thee, 
neither will I have pity: but I will rec- 
ompense 'thy ways upon thee, and thine 
abominations shall be in the midst of 
thee: and ye shall know that I am the 
Lorn. 

5 Thus saith the Lord Gop; An evil, 
an only evil, behold, is come. 

6 An end is come, the end is come: it 
watcheth? for thee; behold, it is come. 

7 The morning is come unto thee, O thou 
that dwellestin the land: the time is come, 
the Jday of trouble zs near, and not the 
sounding § again of the mountains. 

8 Now will I shortly pour out my fury 
upon thee, and accomplish mine anger 
upon thee: and I will judge thee accord- 
ing to thy ways, and will recompense 
thee for all thine abominations. 

9 And mine eye shall not spare, neither 
will I have pity: I will recompense !! thee 
according to thy * ways and thine abom- 
inations that are in the midst of thee; 
and ye shall know that 'I am the Lorp 
that smiteth. 

10 Behold the day, behold, it is come: 
the morning is gone forth; the rod hath 
blossomed, ™pride hath budded. 

11 Violence” is risen up into a rod of 
wickedness: none of them shall remain, 
nor of their *multitude, nor of any of 
theirs :t neither shall there be wailing for 
them. : 

12 The time is come, the day draweth 
near: let not the buyer rejoice, nor the 
seller mourn: for wrath zs upon all the 
multitude thereof. . 

13 For the seller shall not return to 
that which is sold, talthough they were 


9:7. $ Heb. awaketh against. j Zeph.1:14,15. Or, echo. 
{| Heb. upon thee. k Gal.6:7; Rev. 20:13. 1Mic.6:9 m Prov. 
16:18, » Jer.6:7. * Or, tumult. } Or, their tumultuous per- 
sons. $ Heb. though their life were yet among the living. 








6. Watcheth for thee ; as an enemy intent on 
destroying thee. 

7. The morning ; the morning of the day of 
trouble. Compare ver. 10. Not the sounding 
again of the mountains ; the resounding of the 
mountains with joyous shouts. It is a cry of trouble, 
and not of gladness. 

10. Pride hath budded ; intoarod. The pride 
and violence of the people have grown into a rod 
which Jehovah will use to punish their wickedness. 
Compare Prov. 5: 22. 

12. Buyer rejoice—seller mourn ; because in 
the approaching day of captivity buyer and seller 
will be alike poor and miserable. ; 

13. Return to that which ts sold; return at 
the year of the jubilee to the possession of his in- 
heritance which he has sold. Lev. 25: 10, 25-28. 
Although they were yet alive; although the sell- 
ers were yet alive at the year of jubilee; for the 




















The sanctuary 


Bos. yetalive: forthe vision7s touching 
the whole multitude thereof, which shall 
not return ; *neither shall any strengthen 
himself *in t the iniquity of his life. 

14 They have blown the trumpet, even 
to make all ready; but none goeth to 
the battle: for my wrath is upon all the 
multitude thereof. 

15 The *sword is without, and the pes- 
tilence and the famine within: he that zs 
in the field shall die with the sword: 
and he that zs in the city, famine and 
pestilence shall devour him. 

16 4 But they that escape of them shall 
escape, and shall be on the mountains 
like doves of the valleys, all of them 
mourning, every one for his iniquity. 

17 All hands shall be feeble, and all 
knees shall + be weak as water. 

18 They‘ shall also gird themselves with 
sackcloth, and horror shall cover them ; 
and shame shall be upon all faces, and 
baldness upon all their heads. 

19 They shall cast their silver in the 
streets, and their gol shall be $remov- 
ed: their ‘silver and their gold shall not 
be able to deliver them in the day of the 
wrath of the Lorn: they shall not sat- 
isfy their souls, neither fill their bowels: 
because lit is the *stumbling-block of 
their iniquity. 

20 4] As for the beauty of his orna- 
ment, he set it in majesty: but they 
made the images of their abominations 
and of their detestable things therein: 
therefore have I *sct it far from them. 

21 And I will give it into the hands of 
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desecrated. 


the strangers for a prey, and to the wick- 
ed of the earth for a spoil; and they shall 
pollute it. 

22 My face will I turn also from them, . 
and they shall pollute my secret place : 
for the trobbers shall enter into it, and 
defile it. 

23 9] Make a chain: &for the land is 
full of bloody crimes, and the city is 
full of violence. 

24 Wherefore I will bring the worst of 
the "heathen, and they shall possess their 
houses: I will also make the pomp of the 
strong to cease; and ? their holy ‘places 
shall be defiled. 

25 Destruction’ cometh; and they shall 
seek peace, and there shall be none. 

26 Mischief) shall come upon mischief, 
and rumor shall be upon rumor; then 
shall they seek a vision of the prophet ; 
but the “law shall perish from the priest, 
and counsel from the ancients. 

27 The king shall mourn, and the prince 
shall be clothed with desolation, and the 
hands of the people of the land shall be 
troubled: I will do unto them after their 
way, and |! according to their deserts will 
I judge them; and they shall know that 
I am the Lorp. 


CHAPTER VIE. 


1 Ezekiel, in a vision of God at Jerusalem, 5 is shown 
the image of jealousy, 7 the chambers of imagery, 
13 the mourners for Tammuz, 15 the worshippers 
towards the sun. 18 God’s wrath for their idolatry. 


ee it came to pass in the sixth year, 
in the sixth month, in the fifth day 
of the month, as I sat in my house, and 





@ Eccl. 8:8. * Or, whose life ts in his iniquity. 
iniquity. b Lam. 1:20, .¢ Heb. go into. 
for @ separation, or uncleanness. 4d Prov. 11: 4. 
iniquity is their stumbling-block. e chap, 14:3, 4. 

Or, made it unto them an unclean thing. + Or, burglars. 


t Heb. his 
¢ Amos 8:10. 3H 


& 2 


. | places. 


30, | with their judgments ; 


Kings, 21:16. bh Psa. 106: 41. $ 


Or, they shall inherit their holy 
i2 Chron. 7:20; Psa. 83: j 


12. % Heb. Cutting of. j Deut. 
Jer. 4:20. k chap. 20:3; Psa. 74:9; Lam. 2:9, || Heb. 
Luke 19; 22; James 2:13. 


32 : 23; 





land shall be in the possession of the enemy. This 
is added to make the picture of the desolation of 
the land complete. Is touching the whole mut- 
titude thereof; threatens not a partial, but a uni- 
versal devastation of the land. 

14. They have blown the trumpet; the Jewish 
leaders, to summon the people to battle against their 
enemies. None goeth to the battle ; God’s wrath 
has taken from the people all theircourage. Ver. 17. 

16. Like doves of the valleys; with allusion 
to the mourning noise of doves. ce 38:14; 59:11. 

19. Cast their silver in the streets; in their 
flight. Shall be removed ; or, “shall become an 
unclean thing;” that is, be cast away as an un- 
clean thing. Satisfy their souls; with their 
- wealth. God’s judgments shall reduce rich and 
poor to a common level. 

20. The beauty of his ornament ; the temple, 
or the land of Palestine, which was “the glory of 
all lands.” He set it; God set it. Set ct far 
from them; or, “made it to them an unclean 
thing.” But some understand this verse of the 
gold and silver mentioned in the preceding verse. 

From them ; from my people. They shall 
pollute ; the robbers immediately mentioned; that 
is, foreign enemies. My secret place; my sanc- 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-13. God bears long with sinners, “ not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance ;” yet if they persist in disregarding his 
warnings, he will execute upon them all his threat- 
ened judgments without mitigation. 

14. When God will destroy a people for their 
iniquity, he takes from them courage and counsel 
in the day of trouble, and gives them up to terror 
and confusion. Ver. 17. 

19. The wealth of wicked men is no protection 
against God’s judgments. With infinite ease he 
can destroy them and their possessions together. 

22-25. God would not spare his ancient people 
when they sinned against him, on account of their 
“holy and beautiful temple,” with its divinely ap- 

ointed ordinances ; neither will he spare unfaith- 
Fa churches now, on account of their outward 
relations and privileges. Jer. 7:4, 12-15. 

26. They who will not listen when God gra- 
ciously atk them to repentance and obedience, 
shall call upon him in the time of trouble, but re- 
ceive no answer. Prov. 1 : 24-28. 


CHAPTER VIIL. 
1. In the sixth year; of Jehoiachin’s captivity, 
chap. 1:2 . 
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The chambers 


the *elders of Judah sat before me, that 
the “hand of the Lord Gop fell there 
upon me. 

-2 Then I beheld, and °lo, a likeness as 
the appearance of fire: from the appear- 
ance of his loins even downward, fire ; 
and from his loins even upward, as the 
appearance of brightness, as the color of 
amber.? 

3 And he put forth the form of a *hand, 
and took me by a lock of my head; and 
the spirit lifted me up between the earth 
and the heaven, and fbrought me in the 
visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door 
of the inner gate that looketh toward 
the north; where was the seat of the 
image of jealousy, which 'provoketh to 
jealousy. 

4 And behold, the glory of the God of 
Israel was there, according to the vision 
that I ‘saw in the plain. 

5 J Then said he unto me, Son of man, 
lift up thine eyes now the way toward 
the Jnorth. So I lifted up mine eyes 
the way toward the north, and behold 
northward at the gate of the altar this 
image of jealousy in the entry. 

6 He said furthermore unto me, Son of 
man, scest thou what they do? even the 
great abominations that the house of 
Israel committeth ‘here, that [ should 
go far off! from my sanctuary ? but turn 
thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater 
abominations. 

7 4 And he brought me to the door of 
the court; and when I looked, behold a 
hole in the wall. 

8 Then said he unto me, Son of man, 
dig now in the wall: and when I had 
digged in the wall, behold a door. 

9 And he said unto me, Go in, and be- 
hold the wicked ™abominations that they 
do here. 

10 So I went "in and saw; and behold 
every °form of creeping things, and abom- 
inable beasts, and all the idols of the 





b chap. 3:14,22. ¢ chap, 1:26,27. d chap. 1:4. 
g Jer. 32:34. h Deut. 32:16, 21. 


mchap 20-8, n 
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of imagery. 


A.M. 3410. 


house of Israel, portrayed upon *3%2u) 


the wall round about. 

11 And there stood before them seven- 
ty men of the Pancients of the house of 
Israel, and in the midst of them stood 
Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, ‘with ev- 
ery man his Ycenser in his hand; and a 
thick cloud of incense went up. 

12 Then said he unto me, Son of man, 
hast thou seen what the ancients of the 
house of Israel do in the ‘dark, every 
man in the chambers of his imagery ? 
for they say, *Thé Lorp seeth us not; 
the Lorp hath forsaken the earth. 

13 YJ He said also unto me, Turn thee 
yet again, and thou shalt see greater 
abominations that they do. 

14 Then he brought me to the door of 
the gate of the Lorp’s house which was 
toward the north; and behold, there sat 
women weeping for Tammuz. 

15 4] Then said he unto me, Hast thou 
seen this, O son of man? turn thee yet 
again, and thou shalt sce tgreater abom- 
inations than thesé. 

16 And he brought me into the inner 
court of the Lorn’s house, and behold, 
at the door of the temple of the Lorp, | 
between" the porch and the altar, were 
about ‘five and twenty men, with their 
backs Ytoward the temple of the Lorp, 
and their faces toward the east; and they 
worshipped the *sun toward the east. 

17 §] Then he said unto me, Hast thou 
seen this,O son of man? *Is it a light 
thing to the house of Judah that they 
commit the abominations which they 
commit here? for they have filled the 
land with violence, and have returned 
to provoke me to anger: and lo, they 
put the branch to their nose. 

18 Therefore will I also deal in fury: 
mine eye shall not ’ spare, neither will I 
have pity: and *though they cry in mine 
ears with a loud voice, yet will I not hear 
them. 





16:17. r Eph. 6:12, 8 chap.9:9; Psa.73:11; 94:7. ¢2 Tim; 
3:13, u Joel2:17. v chap.11:1. wJer.2:27. x Deut. 4:19; 
2 Kings, 23:5; Jer. 44:17.  * Or, Is there any thing lighter than 
to. y chap.5:1l. 2 Prov. 1:28; Micah 3:4; Zech. 7: 13. 





2. Alikeness ; “a likeness as the appearance of a 
man,” chap. 1:26. Amder ; see note to chap. 1:4. 

3. In the visions of God; he was carried to 
Jerusalem only in a vision, not bodily; but the idol- 
atrous rites there represented to him actually exist- 
ed. The inner gate; next to the temple lay the 
inner court, or court of the priests; then the outer, 
or court of the Israelites. The gate here named 
seems to have led from the inner to the outer 
court on the north side; but the exact determina- 
tion of the various localities named in this chapter 
is difficult. 

11. Ancients; elders, who ought to have been 
foremost in maintaining the purity of God’s worship. 

14. Women weeping for Tammuz ; Tammuz 
answers the Adonis of the Greeks, a deified mor- 

0 





tal whose death the women annually lamented with 
idolatrous rites. 

16. Thetnner court ; that of the priests. whence 
it appears that these men were priests. Worship- 
ped the sun; the priests were appointed by God 
to minister at his altar, and intercede with him for 
the people. Joel 2:17. That these should wor- 
ship the sun, with their backs towards God’s tem- 
ple, was the crowning act of wickedness. 

17. Put the branch to their nose; after the 
manner of the ancient Patsees, who worshipped 
the rising sun holding in their left hand a bundle 
of twigs. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-14. God’s holy eyes continually behold all the 

abominations which are practised by the wicked in 

















~The wrath of God 
os. CHAPTER IX. 


1 Avision, whereby is shown the preservation of some, 
5 and the destruction of the rest. & God cannot be 
entreated for them. 


E eried also in mine ears with a loud 
voice, saying, Cause them that hawe 
charge over the city to draw near, even 
every man with his destroying weapon 
in his hand. 

2 And behold, six men came from the 
way of the higher gate, which *lieth tow- 
ard the north, and every man a fslaughter 
weapon in his hand; and one man among 
them was *clothed with linen, with a 
writer's inkhorn #by his side: and they 
wentin, and stood beside the brazen altar. 

3 And the °glory of the God of Israel 
was gone up from the cherub, where- 
upon he was, to the threshold of the 
house. And he called to the man clothed 
with linen, which had the writer’s ink- 
horn by his side; 

4 And the Lorp said unto him, Go 
through the midst of the city, through 
the midst of Jerusalem, and $set a mark 
upon* the foreheads of the men that ‘sigh 
and that cry for all the abominations 
that be done in the midst thereof. 

5 J And to the others he said in my 
hearing,! Go ye after him through the 
city, and *smite: let not your eye spare, 
neither have ye pity: 

6 Slay *utterly old and young, both 
maids, and little children, and women: 
but'come not near any man upon whom 
és the mark; and &begin at my sanctu- 
ary. Then they began at the ancient 
men which were before the house. 


EZEKIEL X. 


upon idolaters. 


7 And he said unto them, Defile the 
house, and fill the courts with the slain: 
go ye forth. And they went forth, and 
slew in the city. 

8 F And it came to pass, while they 
were slaying them, and I was left, that 
I fell upon my face, and cried, and said, 
Ah Lord Gop! wilt thou destroy all the 
residue" of Israel in thy pouring out of 
thy fury upon Jerusalem ? 

9 Then said he unto me, The iniquity 
of the house of Israel and Judah is ex- 
ceeding ‘great, and the land is 7 full of 
blood, and the city full of # perverseness : 
for they say, The Lorn hath forsaken the 
earth, and the Lorp *seeth not. 

10 Andas forme also, mine eye shall not 
spare, neither will I have pity, but I will 
recompense their way upon their head. 

11 And behold, the man clothed with 
linen, which had the inkhorn by his side, 
reported$ the matter, saying, I have done 
as thou hast commanded me. 


CHAPTER xX. 


1 The vision of the coals of fire, to be scattered over the 
city. & The vision of the cherubim. 


HEN I looked, and behold, in the 'fir- 

mament that was above the head of 
the cherubim there appeared over them 
as it were a sapphire stone, as the ap- 
pearance of the likeness of a throne. 

2 And he spake unto the ™man clothed 
with linen, and said, Go in between the 
wheels, even under the cherub, and fill 
thy !! hand with" coals of fire from between 
the cherubim, and °seatter them over the 
city. And he went in in, my sight. 





* Heb. ie turned. + Heb. weapon of his breaking in preces. 
8 Rev. 15:16. $ Heb. upon his loins, » chap, 3:2. Heb, 
mark c Ex. 12:7; Rev.7:3. 4 Psa. 119:136; Jer. 13:17 
Heb cars. e Ex. 32:27; Num, 25:7, 8; 1 Kings, 18: 40. 
Heb. to destruction. f Rev.9:4.  g Jer 25:29; 1 Pet 4:17. 


h Gen, 18:23, etc. i Jer.5:1. f Heb. filled with. j 2 Kings, 
24:4.  $ Or, wresting of judgment. k Psa, 10:11; Isa. 20:15, 
% Heb. returned the word, 1 chap. 1322,26. 9m chap. 9:2, 3. 
|| Heb. the hollow of thy, chap. 1:13. o Ex. 9:8-10; Rev. 
8:5. 





secret places ; and, so far as he chooses, he reveals 
them to the view of others. , 

17, 18. When they who are set for the defence 
of true religion become leaders of the people in 
superstition and wickedness, the community be- 
comes speedily corrupted in every part, and ripe 
for God's tin Aad judgments. 


CHAPTER IX. 


1. Have charge over the city; that is, are 
charged to execute my wrath upon it; these repre- 
sent the ministers of Grod’s vengeance. 

2. Toward the north ; where thie seat of idol- 

atry is, there also the punishment begins. One 
man among them; a seventh man among these 
six. 
b one up; the temple was Jehovah's 
earthly dwelling-place; and here he presides over 
the execution of his judgments. The cherub ; 
here, and chap. 10: 2, 4, used collectively of the 
four cherubim. These are the same as the “ living 
creatures,” chap. 


he 
4. Seta mark; that the destroying angels may 


recognize them and spare them. There seems to 
an allusion here to the mark of blood on the 
houses of the Israelites, Ex. 12: 22, 23. 





6. Begin at my .sanctuary ; the sanctuary 
was the dwelling-place of God's holiness ; thence 
the judgment proceeded, and it fell first upon those 
who were nearest to God in their official character, 
and also first in guilt. Compare 1 Pet. 4:17. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

In the most corrupt periods, God has a faithful 
remnant who sigh and cry for the abominations 
that surround them; he knows the names of all of 
these, and is abundantly able to protect and deliver 
them while he destroys his enemies. But the per- 
fect separation of the righteous from the wicked is 
reserved for the last great day, when every one of 
his friends shall receive complete and eternal sal- 
vation, and all his enemies be destroyed utterly 
and for ever. 

CHAPTER X. 

The prophet has a new vision of the glory of the 
Lord described in the first chapter, where see the 
notes. 

2. Under the cherub ; that is, under the wings 
and hands of the four cherubim which were above 
the wheels. Cvals of fire—scatter them; a sym- 
bol of the pouring out of God's wrath upon Jerusa- 
lem. Compare Rey. 8:5. 
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A vision of 


3 Now the cherubim stood on the right 
side of the house, when the man went in; 
and the cloud filled the inner court. 

4 Then the *glory of the Lorp * went 
up from the cherub, and stood over the 
threshold of the house; and the house was 
filled» with the cloud, and the court was 
full of the brightness of the Lorn’s glory. 

5 And the ‘sound of the cherubim’s 
wings was heard even to the outer court, 
as the voice of the Almighty God when 
he speaketh. 

6 And it came to pass, that when he had 
commanded the man clothed with linen, 
saying, Take fire from ¢between the 
wheels, from between the cherubim; then 
he went in, and stood beside the wheels. 

7 And one cherub tstretched forth his 
hand from between the cherubim unto 
the fire that was between the cherubim, 
and took thereof, and put zt into the 
hands of him that was clothed with linen ; 
who took zt, and went out. 

8 YJ And °*there appeared in the cheru- 
bim the form of a man’s hand under their 
wings. 

9 And when I looked, ‘behold the four 
wheels by the cherubim, one wheel by 
one cherub, and another wheel by an- 
other cherub: and the appearance of the 
wheels was as the color of a beryl! stone. 

10 And as for their appearances, they 
four had one likeness, as if a wheel had 
been in the midst of a wheel. 

11 When they went, they went upon 
their four sides; they turned not as they 
went, but to the place whither the head 
looked they followed it; they turned not 
as they went. 

12 And their whole +body, and their 
backs, and their hands, and their wings, 
andthe wheels, were full of eyes round 
about, even the wheels that they four had. 

13 As for the wheels, Sit was cried unto 
them in my hearing, O wheel. 

14 And,fevery one had four faces: the 
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the cherubim. 


first face was the face of a cherub, 4,%32° 
and the second face was the face of a man, 
and the third the face of a lion, and the 
fourth the face of an eagle. 

15 And the cherubim were lifted up. 
This zs the living "creature that I saw 
by the river of Chebar. 

16 And when the cherubim went, the 
wheels went by them: and when the 
cherubim lifted up their wings to mount 
up from the earth, the same wheels also 
turned not from beside them. 

17 When they stood, these stood; and 
when they were lifted up, these lifted up 
themselves also; for the spirit of | the 
living creature was in them. 

18 Then the glory of the Lorp departed 
from off the threshold of the house, and 
stood' over the cherubim. ; 

19 And the cherubim lifted up their 
Wings, and mounted up from the earth 
in my sight: when they went out, the 
wheels also were beside them, and every 
one stood at the door of the east gate of 
the Lorn’s house; and the glory of the 
God of Israel was over them above. 

20 This zs the living creature that I 
saw under the God of Israel by the river 
of Chebar; and | knew that they were 
the cherubim. | 

21 Every one had four faces apiece, and 
every one four wings; and the likeness of 
the hands of a man was under their wings. 

22 And the likeness of their faces was 
the same faces which I saw by the river 
of Chebar, their appearances and them- 
selves: they went every one straight 
forward. 


CHAPTER XI. 


1 The presumption of the princes. 4 Their sin and 
judgment. 13 Ezekiel complaining, God showeth 
him his purpose in saving a remnant, 21 and pun- 
ishing the wicked. ,22 The glory of God leaveth the 
city. 24 Ezekiel is returned to the captivity. 


OREOVER:) the spirit lifted me up, 
and brought me unto the east * gate 





called in my hearing, wheel, or galgal. g chap. 1:6, 10. h chap, 


a Num. 16:19. * Heb. was lifted. » chap. 43:5; 1 Kings, 
8:10,11. ¢ chap, 1:24. d Psa. 80:1; 99:1. f Heb. sent forth.| 1:5 || Heb. life. ichap. 11:22; Gen. 3:24, J chap. 8:3. 
ever.21. f chap. 1:15,ete. $ Heb. flesh. % Or, they were | k chap. 10:19. , 





3. The right side; that is, the south, as the 
temple faced the east. Thus the prophet’s view of 
the threshold was unobstructed. 

4. Went up from the cherub; see note on 
chap. 9:3. The court ; the inner court, ver. 3. 

d. To the outer court; where the prophet was 
stationed, for he could not stand in the inner court 
by reason of the cloud. Compare 1 Kings, 8:11; 
Rev. 15:8. 

8. Under their wings ; one under each wing. 

13. Owheel ; they were addressed as possessing 
intelligence, and able to obey God’s commands. 
Compare chap. 1: 21. 

14. Every one; of the cherubim. The face 
of a cherub; this answers to “ the face of an ox” 
in chap. 1:10. Hence some have inferred that 
the cherubim over the ark of the covenant had the 
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face of an ox. These cherubim were symbolic be- 
ings, and not real angels. * 

20. The living creature; that is, the fourfold 
living creature. 

INSTRUCTIONS. a 

God is ever present among his people, disposing 
all the events which befall them to his own glory 
and the advancement of the cause of righteousness; 
the most terrible calamities come immediately from 
his hand, and are directed by his providence. It is 
his will that we recognize him alike in mercies and 
judgments, and act habitually under a sense of his 
presence and absolute power to save or to destroy. 


CHAPTER XI. 
1. Five and twenty men; these seem to rep- 
resent the rulers of Judah. 
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The presumption 


teat” of the Lorn’s house, which looketh 
eastward: and *behold at the door of the 
gate five and twenty men; among whom 
I saw Jaazaniah the son of Azur, and 
Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, » princes of 
the people. 

2 Then said he unto me, Son of man, 
these are the men that “devise mischief, 
and give wicked counsel in this city: 

3 Which say, Jt is not *near; let us 
build houses: this city is the *caldron, 
and we be the flesh. 

4 Therefore prophesy against them, 
prophesy, O son of man. 

5 And the Spirit of the Lorp fell upon 
me, and said unto me,fSpeak; Thus saith 
the Lorp; Thus have ye said, O house of 
Israel: for I &know the things that come 
into your mind, every one of them. 

6 Ye have multiplied your"slain in this 
city, and ye have filled the streets there- 
of with the slain. 

7 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Your slain whom ye have laid in the 
midst of it, they are the flesh, and this 
city is the caldron: but I will bring you 
forth out of the midst of it. 

8 Ye have feared the sword; and I will 
bringa sword upon you, saith the Lord Gop. 

9 And I will bring you out of the midst 
thereof, and deliver you into the hands 
of ‘strangers, and will execute judgments 
among) you. 

10 Ye shall * fall by the sword; I will 
judge you in the 'border of Israel; and 
ye shall "know that I am the Lorp. 

11 This city shall not be your caldron, 
neither shall ye be the flesh in the midst 
thereof; but I will judge you in the bor- 
der of Israel: 

12 And ye shall know that I am the 
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of the princes. 


Lorn: tfor ye have "not walked in my 
statutes, ° neither executed my judgments, 
but have Pdone after the manners of the 
heathen that are round about you. 

13 {[ And it came to pass, when | proph- 
esied, that 4Pelatiah the son of Benaiah 
died. Then ‘fell I down upon my face, 
and cried with a loud voice, and said, 
Ah Lord Gop! wilt thou make a full end 
of the remnant of Israel 2 

14 Again the word of the Lorp came 
unto me, saying, 

15 Son of man, thy brethren, even thy 
brethren, the men of thy kindred, and 
all the house of Israel wholly, are they 
unto whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
have said, Get you far from the Lorn: | 
unto us is this land given in possession. 

16 Therefore say, Thus ‘saith the Lord 
Gop; ‘Although I have cast them far off 
among the heathen, and although I have 
scattered them among the countries, yet 
will I be to them as a little tsanctuary 
in the countries where they shall come. 

17 Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord 
Gop; "I will even gather you from the 
people, and assemble you out of the coun- 
tries where ye have been scattered, and 
I will give you the land of Israel. 

18 And they shall come thither, ‘and 
they shall take away all the detestable 
things thereof and all the abominations 
thereof from thence. 

19 And I will give them one “heart, and 
[ will put a new ‘spirit within you; andI 
willtake the’stony heart out of their flesh, 
and will give them a heart of ? flesh: 

20 That* they may walk in my statutes, 
and » keep mine ordinances, and do them: 
and *they shall be my people, and I will 
be their God. 





a chap, 8:16. > chap. 22:27; Isa. 1:10, 23; Hosea 5: 10. 
¢ Micah 2:1. * Or, for us to build houses near. 4 chap. 12:22, 


27; 2 Pet.3:4.  e chap. 24:3, etc.; Jer. 1:13. 9 f chap. 2:7; 
Isa. 58:1.  & Psa. 129:2,3; John 2:24,25; Heb. 4:13; Rev. 
2:23.  b chap. 7:23; 22:3,4; 2 Kings, 24:4; Isa.1:14; Jer. 
2:34; Hosea4:2; Micah 3:2,3, i Deut. 28:36; Neh. 9:36, 37; 


Psa. 106:41. j chap. 16:38. k Jer. 52:10. 12 Kings, 14:25. 
m Psa.9:16. ¢ Or, which, a Ezra9:7; Neh. 9:34. 02Kings, 


W312. Pp chap. 8: 10, etc. ; 
Psa. 106:35, 
r chap. 9:8. 8 Lev. 26:44; Deut. 30:3, 4. 


Lev. 18:3, etc.; Deut. 12:30, 31; 
q ver. 1; Deut. 7:4; Prov. 6:15: Acts 5:5, 10. 
t Psa. 90:1; 91:9. 


u chap. 28; 25; 34:13; 36:24; Jer. 30:18; Amos9:14. v chap. 
37:23; Col. 3:5-8; Titus 2:12. w. Jer. 32: 39;. 1 Cor: 1:10, 
x chap, 18:31; Psa. 51:10; Luke 11:13; John 14:26. y Zech. 


a Psa. 105:45; Rom. 
e Jer. 24:7; Hosea 2:23. 


rw ba 


16326. 


z chap. 36:26; 2 Kings, 22:19. 
b Luke 1:6; 1 Coe. 11:2. 





3. Itis not near ; the destruction of Jerusalem 
threatened by Jeremiah. But we may better ren- 
der the first clause of the verse thus: “ The time 
is not near to build houses ;” that is, in Babylon, 
according to the advice of Jeremiah. Jer. 29:5. 
They scornfully reject the idea of a long captivity 
in Babylon. The caldron—the flesh; as the 
flesh remains in the caldron till cooked, so we 
shall remain till death in Jerusalem. We shall 
not be removed prematurely by captivity. Com- 
pare ver. 7,9, 11, where God threatens to bring 
them ont of Jerusalem. 

7. Your slain—are the flesh ; Jehovah gives 
a new turn to their figure. The city boiling with 
violence and bloodshed is the Pox feos and the 
murdered are the flesh in it. Bring you forth ; 
that is, violently and prematurely. 

10. In the border of Israel; the princes of 
Judah were slain at Riblah on the borders of Pal- 
estine. Jer. 52:10 





13. Died; the prophet sees in vision the death 
of Pelatiah, a leader among the Jewish- princes, a 
sure token that they shall all be destroyed. 

15. Thy brethren—the men of thy kindred ; 
thy fellow-captives of the Jewish nation. Get 
you far from the Lord ; literally, “ Be ye far 
from the Lord.” Those who remain in Jerusalem 
despise their countrymen who have gone into cap- 
tivity, as far removed from God’s Pee and no 
longer the objects of his care. But God assures 
the prophet that he will bless the latter, while he 
destroys the former. Compare Jer. chap. 24. 

16. A little sanctuary; little, answering to 
the fewness of their number. Some render, “a 
sanctuary for a short time;” that is, till their return 
from captivity. 

20. My people—their God; the remnant, to 
whom the promises contained in verses 17-21 are 
made, represent “the Israel of God.” The fulfil- 
ment of these promises belongs not to or one pe- 
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The captivity of 


21 But as for *them whose heart walk- 
eth after the heart of their detestable 
things and their abominations, I will 
recompense? their way upon their own 
heads, saith the Lord Gop. 

22 YJ Then did the cherubim ‘lift up 
their wings, and the wheels beside them; 
and the glory of the God of Israel was 
over them above. 

23 And the glory of the Lorn went up 
from the midst of the city, and stood upon 
the 4‘mountain which is on the east side 
of the city. 

24 9 Afterwards the spirit *took me 
up, and brought me in a vision by the 
Spirit of God into Chaldea, to them of 
the captivity. So the vision that I had 
seen went up from me. 

25 Then I spake unto them of the cap- 
tivity fall the things that the Lorp had 
showed me. 


PEASE. Neil; 


The type of Ezekiel’s removing. 8 It showed the 
captivity of Zedekiah. 17 Ezekiel’s trembling show- 
eth the Jews’ desolation. 21 The Jews’ presumptuous 
proverb is reproved. 26 The speediness of the vision. 


HE word of the Lorn also came unto 
me, saying, 

2 Son of man, thou dwellest in the midst 
of a rebellious § house, which have "eyes 
to sec, and sce not; they have ears to 
hear, and hear not: for they are a rebel- 
lious house. 

3 Therefore, thou son of man, prepare 
thee *stuff for removing, and remove by 
day in their sight; and thou shalt remove 
from thy place to another place in their 
sight: it may be 'they will consider, 
though they be a rebellious house. 


— 
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Zedekiah foreshown. 


4 Then shalt thou bring forth 4,™;5#9: 
thy stuff by day in their sight, as stuff 
for removing: and thou shalt go forth 
at even in their sight, as tthey that go 
forth into captivity. 


5 Dig #thou through the wall in their 


sight, and carry out thereby. 

6 In their sight shalt thou bear it upon 
thy shoulders, and carry it forth in the 
twilight: thou shalt cover thy face, that 
thou see not the ground: for] have set 
thee for a Jsign unto the house of Israel. 

7 And I did so as I was commanded: 
I brought forth my stuff by day, as stuff 
for captivity, and in the even I digged 
through’ the wall with my hand; I 
brought zt forth in the twilight, and I 
bare zt upon my shoulder in their sight. 

8 §| And in the morning came the word 
of the Lorp unto me, saying, 

9 Son of man, hath not the house of 
Israel, the rebellious house. said unto 
thee, * What doest thou 2 , 

10 Say! thou unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord Gop; This ™burden concerneth 
the prince in Jerusalem, and all the house 
of Israel that are among them. 

11 Say, I am your sign: like as I have 
done, so shall it be done unto them: they 
shall | remove and "go into captivity. 

12 And the °prince that 7s among them 
shall bear upon his shoulder in the twi- 
light, and shall go forth: they shall dig 
through the wall to carry out thereby: 
he shall cover his face, that he see not 
the ground with his eyes. 


13 My Pnet also willl spread upon him, 


and he shall be 4taken in my snare::and 
I will bring him to Babylon, to the land 





a Heb. 10:38; Jude 19, b chap. 22:31. ¢ chap. 10:19. da Zech. 
Mids. ceo chapes.l2.,-.f chap 22%. 18 chan. 253-8510 26.27. 
b Jer. 5:21. * Or, instruments. 12 Tim. 2:25. + Heb. the 
goings forth of. $ Heb. for thee. J chap, 24:24. 4 Heb. for me. 


k chap. 24:19. I chap. 17:12. m Mal. 1:1. 
go into cuptivity, un 2 Kings, 25:4, etc. o Jer. 39:4. 
1:13; Hosea7:12. 4q Jer. 52:8, etc. 


|| Heb. by removing 
p Lam. 





riod of time. It began in the restoration under Ezra, 
Zerubbabel, and others, but its full accomplishment 
belongs to “ the last days” of Zion’s glory. 

23. The mountain—on the east side of the 
city ; the mount of Olives. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2, 3. Carnal security and contempt of God's 
threatenings prepare the way for wicked counsels 
and mischievous devices. 

6-12. God has appointed rulers for the defence 
of the innocent and the punishment of the guilty. 
When they become the oppressors and destroyers 
of the people, he will take the cause of justice into 
his own hands, and destroy them and their posses- 
sions together. 

13, We ought to be filled with fear and trem- 
bling in view of God's threatenings, knowing that 
he will execute them upon all who persevere in 
sin, without respect of persons. 

15,16. The Jews who remained at Jerusalem in 
Ezekiel’s day, gloried in their outward privileges 
and relations to God, and despised their brethren 
who had gone into captivity; but God destroyed 
the former, while he blessed the latter, and restored 
them at | nie time to theirown home. So 
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he deals with man, abasing the proud and exalting 
the humble. 

17-21. God's own glory is concerned in the per- 
petuation from age to age of his true worshippers. 
The same judgments which destroy the wicked he 
will make efficacious for the purification of the 
“ yemnant according to the election of grace,” and 
their increase in the fruits of righteousness. 


CHAPTER XII. 


3. Stuff for removing ; literally, “ equipments 
for exile,” such as the king and his princes will 
presently prepare in their flight from Jerusalem, 
ver. 10-12 j 

0. Dig thou through the wall ; to represent the 
flight of the king and his princes. They fled “ by 
night, by the way of the gate between the two 
walls, which was by the king’s garden,” Jer. 52: 7, 
doubtless by opening a passage there that had been 
kept closed during the siege. ; 

6. In the twilight ; in the darkness of night. 
See note on verse 0. Cover thy face; as a sign 
of mourning and humiliation. : 

13. My net—will I spread upon him ; God's 
net was the army of the Chaldees, which pursued 


(ae oe ae eee oes 


sal Ne 
Sy ee ee 


i td 
= 


pasate 





~ 


RTA RAEI TF RRS Pt ES OM ae 










Desolation of Israel 


A. M.S. of the Chaldeans; yet shall he not 
see it, though he shall die *there. 

14 And 1 will "scatter toward every 
wind all that are about him to help him, 
and all his bands; and I will draw out 
the sword after them. 

15 And they shall know that I am the 


Lorp, when I shall scatter them among 


the nations, and disperse them in the 
countries. 

16 But*I will leave *a few men of them 
from the sword, from the famine, and 
from the pestilence; that they may de- 
clare all their abominations among the 
heathen whither they come; and they 
shall know that I am the Lorp. 

17 Y Moreover the word of the Lorp 
came to me, saying, 

18 Son of man, ‘eat thy bread with 
quaking, and drink thy water with trem- 
bling and with carefulness ; 

19 And say unto the people of the land, 
Thus saith the Lord Gop of the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem, and of the land of 
Israel; They shall eat their bread with 
carefulness, and drink their water with 
astonishment, that her land may be *des- 
olate from tall that is therein, because 
of the ‘violence of all them that dwell 
therein. 

20 And the cities that are inhabited 
shall be laid waste, and the land shall 
be desolate: and ye shall know that I 
am the Lorp. 

21 4 And the word of the Lorp came 
unto me, saying, 

22 Son of man, what zs that proverb 
that ye have in the land of Israel, saying, 
The &days are prolonged, and every vis- 
ion faileth ? 

23 Tell them therefore, Thus saith the 

a chap. 17; 16. 


men of number 
ness thereof. f Psa. 107: 34. 





b chap. 5: 10,12, ¢ chap. 6:8-10. * Heb. 
d chap. 4:16. ¢ Zech. 7:14. + Heb. the ful 
g Amos 6:3. bh Isa. 14:24; 55: 11; 
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near at hand. 


Lord Gon; I will make this proverb to 
cease, and they shall no more use it as 
a proverb in Israel; but say unto them, 
The days are at hand, and the effect of 
every vision. 

24 For there shall be no more any vain 
vision nor flattering divination within 
the house of Israel. 

25 For I am the Lorn: I will speak, 
and the word that I shall "speak shall 
come to pass; it shall be no more pro- 
longed: for in your days, O rebellious 
house, will I say the word, and will per- 
form it, saith the Lord Gop. 

26 9] Again the word of the Lorp came 
to me, saying, 

27 Son of man, behold, they of the house 
of Israel say, The vision that he seeth ts 
for many ‘days tocome, and he prophesieth 
of the times that are far off. 

28 Therefore say unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord Gop; There shall none of my 
words be prolonged any more, but the 
word which I have spoken shall be 
done saith the Lord Gop. 


Ci? Eine elds 


1 The reproof of lying prophets, 10 and their untem- 

pered mortar. 17 Of prophetesses and their pillows. 

ND the word of the Lorp came unto 
me, saying, 

2 Son of man, prophesy against the 
prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say 
thou unto them that #prophesy out of 
their own * hearts, Hear ye the word of 
the Lorn; 

3 Thus saith the Lord Gop; Woe unto 
the foolish prophets, that $ follow their 
own spirit, and ||have seen nothing ! 

4 O Israel, thy prophets are like the 
foxes in the deserts. 

Lam. 2:17; Dan. 9:12; Luke 21 133. i2Pet.3:4. 5 Jer. 44: 2s. 


$ Heb. are prophets. k ver.i7; Jer. 14: 14; 23:16, 26. ® Heb. 
walk after. || Or, things which they have not seen. 





after him and overtook him. Jer. 52:8. Bring 

him to Babylon—yet shall he not see it ; re- 

markably fulfilled in the case of Zedekiah, whose 

eyes were put out before he was carried to Babylon. 
er. D2: ib 

16. May declare all their abominations ; the 
abominations of their brethren whom God has de- 
stroyed, and on account of which they themselves 
have been carried captive, that thus the heathen 
may understand the reason of their destruction. 

22. The days are prolonged ; the days for ex- 
ecuting the judgments threatened by the prophets. 
Faileth ; proves false. From God's delay they 
take encouragement to disbelieve his threatenings. 
2 Pet. 3:4. 

24. Vain vision—flattering divination ; the 
flatteries of the false ge aes were the chief cause 
why the predictions of the true prophets were dis- 
regarded. While God destroys the former, he will 
fulfil the words of the latter. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. It is not from the want of means to know 

God’s will that sinners perish, but from unwilling- 





ness to use the means which he furnishes them. 
Their ignorance is voluntary and inexcusable. 

3. When one method of admonition fails, we 
must employ others; not intermitting our efforts to 
reclaim and save sinners, so long as God prolongs 
to them the day of grace. 

13. Zedekiah enjoyed the faithful instructions 
of Jeremiah, but he would not listen to them; and 
therefore all the calamities which the prophet had 
foretold came upon him. Led in chains to Babylon 
with his eyes put out, he became a sad and awful 
example of the end of those who harden themselves 
against (rod’s reproofs. 

14. When God is against a sinner all his human 
confidences fail him. 

22-28, God delays the execution of his threat- 
enings, that men may have time for repentance ; 
but they take occasion from this to harden them- 
selves in unbelief and rebellion to their destruction. 
Eccles. 8:11; Rom. 2:4, 5. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


4. Deserts ; rather, “ruins,” as of walls. 
1009 


_ Lying prophets and 


5 Ye have not gone up into the *gaps,* 
neither t made up the hedge for the house 
of Israel to stand in the battle in the 
day° of the Lorp. 

6 They have seen ‘vanity and lying 
divination, saying, The Lorp saith: and 
the Lorp hath not sent them: and they 
have made others to hope that they would 
confirm the word. 

7 Have ye not seen a vain vision, and 
have ye not spoken a lying divination, 
whereas ye say, The Lorp saith zt; *al- 
beit I have not spoken ? 

8 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Because ye have spoken vanity, and seen 
lies,f therefore, behold, Iam against you, 
saith the Lord Gop. 

9 And my hand shall be upon the proph- 
ets that see vanity, and that divine lies: 
they® shall not be in the #assembly of 
my people, neither shall they be written 
in the ' writing of the house of Israel, 
neither shall they enter into the ‘land of 
Israel; and ye shall know that I am the 
Lord Gop. 

10 4 Because, even because they have 
seduced my people, saying, / Peace; and 
there was no peace; and one built up a 
wall,§ and lo, others ‘daubed it with 
untempered mortar : 

11 Say unto them which daub zt with 
untempered mortar, that it shall fall: 
there! shall be an overflowing shower ; 
and ye, O great hailstones, shall fall; 
and a stormy wind shall rend zt. 

12 Lo, when the wall is fallen, shall 
it not be said unto you, Where zs the 
daubing wherewith ye have daubed it ? 

13 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
I will even rend zt with a stormy wind 
in my fury; and there shall be an over- 


EZEKIEL XIII. 


prophetesses reproved. 


flowing shower in mine anger, and *,%;°2°. 
great hailstones™in my fury to consume tt, 

14 So will I break down the wall that 
ye have daubed with untempered mortar, 
and bring it down to the ground, so that 
the foundation thereof shall be discov- 
ered, and it shall ° fall, and ye shall be 


shall °know that I am the Lorp. 

15 Thus will I accomplish my wrath 
upon the wall, and upon them that have 
daubed it with untempered mortar, and 
will say unto you, The wall zs no more, 
neither they that daubed it; 

16 To wit, the prophets of Israel which 
prophesy?’ concerning Jerusalem, and 
which see visions of peace for “her, and 
there is no peace, saith the Lord Gop. 

17 §[ Likewise, thou son of man, set thy 
face against the daughters of thy people, 
which prophesy out of their own heart; 
and prophesy thou against them, 

18 And say, Thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Woe to the women that sew pillows to all 
armholes, and make kerchiefs upon the 
head of every stature to hunt souls! Will 
ye hunt the souls of my people, and will 
ye save the souls alive that come unto 
you? 

19 And will ye pollute me among my 
people for *handfuls of barley and for 
pieces of bread, to slay the souls that 
should not die, and to save the souls 
alive that should not live, by your lying 
to my people that thear your lies? 

20 Wherefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Behold, I am against your pillows, where- 
with ye there hunt the souls *to make 
them fly, and I will tear them from your 
arms, and will let the souls go, even the 
souls that ye hunt to make them fly. 





* Or, breaches. a Psa. 106:23. f Heb. hedged. b Eph. 6:13, 
14. ¢ Rev.6:17. d@ Lam.2:14. © Mat. 24:2%,24, £1 Tim. 
4:1, 2. g Psa. 101:7. $= Or, secret, or council ; Gen. 49:6. 
h Ezra 2:62; Neh. 7:5; Psa 69:28; Rev. 20:12, * Hosea 9:3; 
Rev. 22:15. j Jer.6:14; 8:11. 3 Or, slight wall, 4 chap. 


22:28, Ichap, 38:22; Isa. 28:2,18. m Isa. 30:30; Hag.2: 17. 
n Mat, 7:26, 27. ©o ver. 9,21,23. p Jer.5:31; 28:1, etc.; 29:31. 
q ver.10. || Or, elbows. r2Pet.2:14. 81 Sam. 2:16,17; Prov. 
28:21; Micah 3:5; Mal. 1:10; 1 Pet.5:2, t Prov.19:27. * Or, 
into gardens. 





0. Lhe gaps; of the broken walls. Hedge ; 
here in the sense of a fence, or rampart. The day 
of the Lord; of his wrath upon Israel for their 
sins. Instead of repairing the broken walls, and 
standing there for the defence of Israel, they have 
used them as foxes use ruins, to burrow in; that 
is, instead of laboring to reform the people, and 
thus avert from them God’s judgments, they have 
made themselves rich and powerful by flattering 
them in their sins. 

9. Shall not be in the assembly ; because they 
shall be destroyed by God’s judgments. Written 
in the writing; enrolled among those who re- 
turn from captivity. 

10. Wall—mortar ; the wall and the mortar 
denote the vain plans of the people to escape de- 
struction without repentance and faith in Jehovah, 
and the encguragement which the false prophets 
gave to them. 

17. The daughters of thy people; the false 
prophetesses are now addressed. 
% a arm-holes—upon the head of 
010 


every stature; rather, “for all armholes,” * for 
the heads of every stature;” that is, of men of 
every stature. The pillows and kerchiefs (accord- 
ing to some, bolsters) seem to denote figuratively 
the flatteries with which they quieted the minds of 
those who consulted them. Hzcnt the souls ; their 
false prophecies destroyed souls. Save the souls 
alive—unto you; or, “save your own souls 
alive.” 

19. Pollute me ; bring me into dishonor by pre- 
tending to prophesy in my name. For handfuls 
of barley—pieces of bread; the wages of these 
parasites. Tr slay the souls—by your lying ; 
their prophecies strengthened the wicked, and stir- 
red up deadly persecutions against the righteous. 
Compare ver. 22. 

20. Tomake them fly ; perhaps, to make them 
fly away to the other world; but some explain, 
that I may deliver them. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 





2-7. In all ages of the church, God’s true mes- 
sengers have exposed themselves to reproach and 


‘consumed in the midst thereof: and ye | 
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The irrevocable 


A.M. 340. 21 Your kerchiefs also will I tear, 
and deliver my people out of your hand, 
and they shall be no more in your hand 
to be hunted; and ye shall know that I 
am the Lorp. 

22 Because with lies ye have made the 
heart of the righteous sad, whom I have 
not made sad; and “strengthened the 
hands of the wicked, that he should not 
return from his wicked way, *by prom- 
ising f him life; 

23 Therefore ye shall see no more > van- 
ity, nor divine divinations: for I will 
deliver my ‘people out of your hand: 
and ye shall know that I am the Lorp. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


1 God answereth idolaters according to their own heart. 
6 They are exhorted to repent, for fear of judgments, 
by means of seduced prophets. 12 God’s irrevocable 
sentence of famine, 15 of noisome beasts, 17 of the 
sword, 19 and of pestilence. 22 A remnant shall be 
reserved for example of others. 


HEN came certain of the ‘elders of 
Israel unto me, and sat before me. 

2 And the word of the Lorp came unto 
me saying, 

3 Son of man, these men have set up 
their idols in their heart, and *put the 
stumbling-block of their ‘iniquity before 
their face: should I be inquired of at 
all by them ? 

4 Therefore speak unto them, and say 
unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gop; Evy- 
ery man of the house of Israel that setteth 
up his idols in his heart, and putteth the 
stumbling-block of his iniquity before his 
face, and cometh to the prophet; I the 
Lorp will answer him that cometh, ® ac- 
cording to the multitude of his idols; 

5 That I may take the house of Israel 
in their own heart, because they are all 
estranged from me through their idols. 

6 § Therefore say unto the house of 
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sentence of God. 


Israel, Thus saith the Lord Gop; Repent, 
and turn * yourselves from your idols; and 
turn away your faces from all your abom- 
inations. 

7 For every one of the house of Israel, 
or of the stranger that sojourneth in Is- 
rael, which separateth himself from me, 
and setteth up his idols in his heart, and 
putteth the stumbling-block of his ini- 
quity before his face, and cometh to a 
prophet to inquire of him concerning me; 
I the Lorn will answer him by myself: 

8 And I ‘will set my face against that 
man, and will make him a/sign and a 
proverb, and I will cut him * off from the 
midst of my people; and ye shall know 
that I am the Lorp. 

9 And if the prophet be deceived when 
he hath spoken a thing,'I the Lorp have 
deceived that prophet, and I will stretch 
out my hand upon him, and will destroy 
him from the midst of my people Isracl. 

10 And they shall bear the punishment 
of their iniquity: the punishment of the 
prophet shall be even as the punishment 
of him that seeketh unto him ; 

11 That the house of Israel may go no 
more ™astray from me, neither be pol- 
luted any more with all their transgres- 
sions; but that "they may be my people, 
and I may be their God, saith the Lord 
Gop. . 

12 § The word of the Lorp came again 
to me, saying, 

13 Son of man, when the land sinneth 
against me by trespassing grievously, 
then will I stretch out my hand upon it, 
and will break the °staff of the bread 
thereof, and will send famine upon it, 
and will cut off man and beast from it: 

14 Though Pthese three men, 4Noah, 
Daniel,‘ and ‘Job, were in it, they should 





a Jer. 23:14. * Or, that I should save his life. f{ Heb. qutck- 
ening him. b chap.12:24; Micah3:6. ¢ Mark 13:22; Jude 24. 
d chap. 8:1. echap.7:19. f Psa. 101:3; Isa. 33:15. § 2 Kings, 
3:13, 14; Jer. 42:20,21. b Gal.6:7. $ Or, others, i Lev. 


20:3-6. j Num. 26:10; Deut. 28:37; 1 Cor. 10:11. k Psa. 37:22; 
Rom. 11:22. 11 Kings, 22:23; Job 12:16; 2 Thess. 2;121, 12. 
m Psa. 119: 67; 1 Pet. 2:25. n chap. 37:27. 0 Lev. 26:26. p Jer. 
15:1. q Gen. 7:1. Fr Dan.10:11. 8 Job 42:8. 





persecution for the truth’s sake; while false teach- 
ers have made themselves rich and powerful by 
flattering men in their sins. Luke 6: 22, 23, 26. 

8-16. No flatteries of corrupt teachers can hin- 
der the execution of God’s threatenings against 
the wicked; and when his judgments come like 
an overflowing stream, they will sweep away to- 
gether both the prophets of lies and those who put 
their trust in them. 

17-21. The flatteries and seductions of ungod] 
women exert a great influence to corrupt the faith 
and practice of communities, and God will punish 
them in a way corresponding to their sins. Isa. 3. 

22. The false teacher may be distinguished from 
the true by the effect of his doctrine, which is to 
make the heart of the righteous sad, and strengthen 
the hands of the wicked. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


1. Came certain of the elders of Israel; that 
is, “to inquire of the Lord.”” Compare chap. 20: 1. 





3. In their heart—before thetr face; they 
loved their idols, and continued to worship them. 
Stumbling-block of their iniquity; this was 
their idolatry, over which they stumbled to their 
destruction. 

4. According to the multitude of his rdols ; 
with punishment answerable to his multiplied idol- 
atries. 

5. Take; detect and punish. 

7. By myself; not by a message through the 
prophet, but by judgments proceeding from myself. 

9. The pad ye be deceived ; the false prophet. 
I the Lord have deceived; given over him and 
his followers to delusion. Compare Psa. 81: 11, 
12; 2 Thess. 2: 10-12. 

11. May go no more astray ; the destruction 
of the false prophets and their followers shall result 
in the purification and prosperity of the surviving 
remnant. 

14. Daniel; he had now been fourteen years 
in captivity, from the third year i ae who 
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The remnant saved. 


deliver but their own souls by their right- 
eousness,* saith the Lord Gop. 

15 4 If I cause noisome ” beasts to pass 
through the land, and *they spoil it, so 
that it be desolate, that no man may pass 
through because of the beasts : 

16 Though these three men were in tit, 
as I live, saith the Lord Gop, they shall 
deliver neither sons nor daughters ; they 
only shall be delivered, but the land 
shall be desolate. 

17 §| Or 7f I bring a “sword upon that 
land, and say, Sword, go through the 
land; so that I cut 4off man and beast 
from it: 

18 Though these three men were in it, 
as I live, saith the Lord Gop, they shall 
deliver neither sons nor daughters, but 
they only shall be delivered themselves. 

19 4 Or af I send a °pestilence into 
that land, and pour out my fury upon it 
in blood, to cut off from it man and beast: 

20 Though’ Noah, Daniel, and Job, 
were in it, as I live, saith the Lord Gop, 
they shall deliver neither son nor daugh- 
ter; they shall but deliver their own 
souls by their righteousness. 

21 For thus saith the Lord Gop; #How 
much more when [ send my @four sore 
judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, 
and the famine, and the noisome beast, 
and the pestilence, to cut off from it man 
and beast 2 

22 4 Yet," behold, therein shall be left 
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The useless vine-branch. 


a remnant that shall be brought 4,39 
forth, both sons and daughters: behold, 
they shall come forth unto you, and ‘ye 
shall see their way and their doings: 
and ye shall be Jcomforted concerning 
the ‘evil that I have brought upon Jeru- 
salem, even concerning all that I have 
brought upon it. 

23 And they shall comfort you, when 
ye see their ways and their doings: and - 
ye shall ‘know that I have not done 
without ™cause all that I have done in 
it, saith the Lord Gop. 


CHAPTER XV. 


1 By the unfitness of the vine-branch for any work, 
6 is shown the rejection of Jerusalem. 


ND the word.of the Lorp came unto 
me, saying, 

2 Son of man, What is the "vine-tree 
more than any tree, or than a branch 
which is among the trees of the forest? 

3 Shall wood be taken thereof to do 
any work? or will men take a pin of it 
to hang any vessel thereon 2? 

4 Behold, it is °cast into the fire for 
fuel; the fire devoureth both the ends of 
it, and the midst of it is burned. $Is it 
meet for any work? 

5 Behold, when it was whole, it was 
meet! for no work: how much less shall 
it be meet yet for any work, when the — 
fire hath devoured it, and it is burned 2 

6 4] Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 





a Prov. 11:4. b Lev, 26:22. * Or, bereave. + Heb. the midst of it. 
¢ Lev. 26:25. d Zeph.1:3. e2Sam.24:15, f ver. 14. + Or, Also. 
g chap. 5:17; 33:27. bchap.6:8; Deut. 4:31. i chap. 20:43. 


j Isa. 40:1,2. k Heb, 12:6-11. 1 Deut. 8:2; Jer.22:8,9; Dan. 
9:7. m Prov. 26:2, un Psa. 80:8, etc.; Isa. 5:2,7; Jer. 2:21; 
Hosea 10:1. oJohn 15:6. @ Heb. Will it prosper? || Heb. made fit. 





reigned eleven years, to the sixth of Zedekiah. 
Chap. 8:1; Dan. 1:1; 2 Kings, 23:36. All the 
prophecies, from the eighth to the nineteenth chap- 
ter, were delivered during the sixth year of Zede- 
kiah. Deliver but their own souls ; the people 
must not hope for deliverance in their impenitence 
and rebellion against God for the sake of the few 
eminently pious among them. 

19. In blood ; that is, in the destruction of life. 

22. Be brought forth ; from Jerusalem to join 
the captives among whom Ezekiel dwells. Com- 
forted concerning the evil—upon Jerusalem ; 
by seeing its justice, and acquiescing in it. 

23. Comfort you; be the occasion of your be- 
ing comforted. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3-8. God takes no pleasure in the outward form 
of worship when it is connected with a wicked heart 
and life. He cannot be deceived by those who come 
to inquire of him, and he will not suffer them to mock 
him by serving himself and idols at the same time. 
If they love iniquity and secretly practise it, he will 
answer them in wrath, and not in mercy. 

9-10. God punishes those who love falsehood 
rather than truth, by leaving them to believe and 
follow it to their destruction. Thus false teachers 
and their disciples perish together. 

12-21. It is only by hearing and obeying the 
instructions of righteous men, that either nations 
or individuals can be profited by them. They who 
reject their holy example and wise counsels, bring 
upon a deeper guilt and severer punish- 
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ment. Hence we see the folly of trusting to the 
merits of saints on earth, or in heaven, as if these © 
could take the place of our own personal repent- 
ance and faith in Christ. 

22, 23, Sinners are generally blind to their own 
wickedness, and therefore disposed to justify them- 
selves and complain of God’s severity; but all 
whose hearts are right, can see in their character 
and conduct the justice of God’s dealings. 


CHAPTER XV. 


2. What ts the vine-tree more than any tree ; 
the value of the vine lies in its fruit. When this 
ceases, or 1s changed into “wild grapes,” Isa. 5: 2, 
it becomes the most worthless of all trees. So the 
excellence of God’s people consisted in their fruits 
of righteousness. hen these were changed to 
iniquity, they became as fuel fit for the burning. 
Compare John 15: 1-6. 

5d. When it was whole ; when Israel remained | 
unbroken, as in the days of David and Solomon. 
Was meet for no work; was valuable only as 
bearing fruit. When the fire hath devoured tt ; 
an allusion to the destruction of Israel, which was 
already complete, and that of Judah, which was 
now in progress. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

God values his churches, not for their worldly 
wealth, rank, or influence, but for their fruits of 
holiness. When these fail, they become abomina- 
ble in his sight, and he casts them out of his favor, 
and gives them over to weakness and ruin. 
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Jerusalem’s original 


A.M. 32° As the vine-tree among the trees 
of the forest, which I have given to the 
fire for fuel, so will I give the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem. 

7 And I will set my face against them; 
they shall go out from one fire, and *an- 
other fire shall devour them; and "ye 
shall know that I am the Lorp, when I 
set my face against them. 

8 And I will make the land desolate, 
because they have *committed a trespass, 
saith the Lord Gop. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


Under the similitude of a wretched infant is shown 
the natural state of Jerusalem. 6 God’s extraordi- 
nary love towards her. 15 Her monstrous whoredom. 
35 Her grievous judgment. 44 Her sin, matching 
her mother, and exceeding her sisters, Sodom and 
Samaria, calleth for judgments. 60 Mercy is prom- 
ised her in the end. 


GAIN the word of the Lorp came 
unto me, saying, 

2 Son of man, °cause Jerusalem to 
know her abominations, 

3 And say, Thus saith the Lord Gop 
unto Jerusalem; Thy ¢ birth and thy na- 
tivity zs of the land of Canaan; thy ¢fa- 
ther was an Amorite, and thy mother a 
Hittite. 

4 And as for thy nativity, in the day 
thou® wast born thy navel was not cut, 
neither wast thou washed in water ?to 
supple thee ; thou wast not salted at all, 
nor swaddled at all. 

5 None eye pitied thee, to do any of 
these unto thee, to have compassion upon 
thee ; but thou wast cast out in the open 
field, to the loathing of thy person, in the 
day that thou wast born. 

6 §{ And when I passed by thee, and 
saw thee Spolluted in thine own blood, 
I said unto thee when thou wast in thy 
blood, ‘Live; yea, I said unto thee when 
thou wast in thy blood, Live. 

7 I have !!caused thee to §multiply as 
the bud of the field, and thou hast in- 
ereased and waxen great, and thou art 


—s 
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state described. 


come to *excellent ornaments: thy"breasts 
are fashioned, and thy hair is grown, 
whereas thou wast naked and bare. 

8 Now when I passed by thee, and 
looked upon thee, behold, thy time was 
the time of love; and I ‘spread my skirt 
over thee, and covered thy nakedness: 
yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into 
a jcovenant with thee, saith the Lord 
Gop, and thou * becamest mine. 

9 Then washed I thee with! water; yea, 
I thoroughly washed away thy t blood 
from thee, and I anointed thee with oil. 

10 I clothed thee also with broidered 
work, and shod thee with badgers’ skin, 
and I girded thee about with fine linen, 
and [ covered thee with silk. 

11 [ decked thee also with ornaments, 
and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and 
a chain on thy neck. 

12 And I put a jewel on thy + forehead, 
and earrings in thine ears, and a beauti- 
ful crown upon thy head. 

13 Thus wast thou decked with gold 
and silver; and thy ™raiment was of fine 
linen, and silk, and broidered work; thou 
didst "eat fine flour, and honey, and oil; 
and thou wast excceding °beautiful, and 
thou didst prosper into a kingdom. 

14 And thy renown went? forth among 
the heathen for thy beauty: for it was 
perfect? through "my comeliness, which 
{ had put upon thee, saith the Lord Gop. 

15 4] But*thou didst trust in thine own 
beauty, and playedst the harlot because 
of thy renown, and pouredst out thy for- 
nications on every one that passed by ; 
his it was. 

16 And of thy garments thou didst take, 
and 'deckedst thy high places with divers 
colors, and playedstthe harlot thereupon: 
the like things shall not come, neither shall 
it be so. 

17 Thou hast also taken thy fair jew- 
els of my gold and of my silver, which 
I had given thee, and madest to thyself 





a Isa, 24:18; Amos 5: 18, 19. bron ie 14:8. * Heb. trespassed. 
paeeee’ l. + Heb, cutting out, or habitation, 4d Gen. 11: 26,29; 
Neh. 9 .% e Hosea2:3. ff Or, when I looked upon thee. iy Or, 
foot. f Ex. 3: 7,8. || Heb. made thee a million. 
Deut. 1:10. * Heb. ornament of. 


5 ee 1373 h Cant. 4:5. 


f Ruths: 9; -j Bx 19ich; ok Jer. 2:2 1 1 Jobn.6:8.4 7 Heb, 
bloods. +t Heb. nose; Isa, 3:21. m Psa. 45:13, 14. n Deut. 
32: 13, 14; Pea. 81:16; 147:14. o Psa. 43:2. p 2 Chron. 9: 23, 


q Psa. 50:2; Lam. 2:15. r Dent, 4:7, 8 Jer.7:4. ir eins Jer. 
$:59035.:32159,6;. Hos.:2. *t-clap. 72:20; Hos.:2 





CHAPTER XVI. 
In this chapter Jerusalem is set forth under the 
allegory of a lewd woman. Her history represents 
the whole history of God’s covenant people from 


ge beginning. 
if the land of Canaan ; the Jews gloried 
in fihek descent from Abraham; but their istory 


proved them to have been from the beginning Ca- 
naanites in character. An Amorite—a Hittite ; 

Jerusalem is described as a Canaanite on the side 
of both parents; that is, of unmixed Canaanitish 
descent. The Canaanitish tribes are chosen to rep- 
resent her origin, because these were the vilest of 
the heathen, and devoted by God to destruction. 
The great truth which this allegory teaches is, that 


no human descent can give holiness of heart and a 
title to God’s favor. “ That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh.” John 1:13; 3:6. 

4. Thy nativity—nor swaddled; the words 
describe the birth of a wretched infant, cast out 
and ready to perish. 

5, 6. None eye pitied thee—I said unto thee — 
Live ; ; in themselves, the Israelites were from the 
beginning utterly helpless ; all the privileges which 
distinguished them ae their heathen neighbors 
were God’s free gift. Deut. 7:7,8; 8:17, 18. 

15. Playedst the harlot ; by the worship of 
the gods of the heathen, which is spiritual forni- 
cation, and was generally connected with literal 





impurity. 
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Judah’s gross 


images of *men, and didst commit whore- 
dom with them. 

18 And tookest thy broidered garments, 
and coveredst them: and thou hast 
set mine oil and mine incense before 
them. . 

19 My meat also which I gave thee, 
fine flour, and oil, and honey, wherewith 
I fed thee, thou hast even set it before 
them for at sweet savor: and thus it was, 
saith the Lord Gop. 

20 Moreover thou hast taken thy sons 
and*® thy daughters, whom thou hast 
borne unto me, and these hast thou sac- 
crificed unto them to +be devoured. Is 
this of thy whoredoms a small maiter, 

21 That thou hast > slain my children, 
and delivered them to cause them to pass 
through the fire for them ? 

22 And in all thine abominations and 
thy whoredoms thou hast not remember- 
ed the days of thy ‘youth, when thou 
wast naked and bare, and wast polluted 
in thy blood. 

23 And it came to pass after all thy 
wickedness, (woe, woe unto thee! saith 
the Lord Gop,) 

24 That thou hast also built unto thee 
an Seminent place, and hast made thee 
a high place in every street. 

25 Thou hast built thy high place at 
every “head of the way, and hast made 
thy beauty to be abhorred, and hast open- 
ed thy feet to every one that passed by, 
and multiplied thy whoredoms. 

26 Thou hast also committed fornica- 
tion with the ‘Egyptians thy neighbors, 
_ great of flesh; and hast increased thy 
whoredoms, to provoke me to anger. 

27 Behold, therefore I have stretched 
out my hand over thee, and have dimin- 
ished § thine ordinary food, and delivered 
thee unto the will of them that "hate 
thee, the !!daughters of the ‘Philistines, 
which are ashamed of thy lewd way. 

28 Thou hast played the whore also 
with the j Assyrians, because thou wast 
unsatiable; yea, thou hast played the 
harlot with them, and yet couldest not 
be satisfied. 

29 Thou hast moreover multiplied thy 
fornication in the land of Canaan unto 
Chaldea; and yet thou wast not satisfied 
herewith. 


EZEKIEL XVI.- 


idolatries. 


30 How weak is thy heart, saith 4%; 58° 
the Lord Gop, seeing thou doest all these 


things, the work of an "imperious whor- _ 


ish woman; 

31 In *that thou buildest thine emi- 
nent place in the head of'every way, and 
makest thy high place in every street; 
and hast not been as a harlot, in that 
thou scornest hire ; 

32 But as a wife that committeth adul- 
tery, which taketh strangers instead of 
her husband! 

33 They give gifts to all whores: but 
thou™ givest thy gifts to all thy lovers, 
and thirest them, that they may come 
unto thee on every side for thy whore- 
dom. 

34 And the contrary is in thee from 
other women in thy whoredoms, whereas 
none followeth thee to commit whore- 
doms: and in that thou givest a reward, 
and no reward is given unto thee, there- 
fore thou art contrary. 

35 4 Wherefore, O harlot, "hear the 
word of the Lorn: 

36 Thus saith the Lord Gop; because 
thy filthiness was poured out, and thy na- 
kedness °discovered through thy whore- 
doms with thy lovers, and with all the 
idols of thy abominations, and by the 
blood? of thy children, which thou didst 
give unto them ; 

37 Behold, therefore 4I will gather all 


thy lovers, with whom thou hast taken ~ 


pleasure, and all them that thou hast 
loved, with all them that thou hast hated ; 
J will even gather them round about 
against thee, and will discover thy na- 
kedness unto them, that they may see 
all thy nakedness. 

38 And I will judge thee, as women 
that break wedlock and shed *blood are 
judged; and I will give thee blood in 
fury* and jealousy. 

39 And I will also give thee into their 
hand, and they shall throw down thine 
eminent "place, and shall break down 
thy high places: they shall ‘strip thee 
also of thy clothes, and shall take § thy fair 
jewels, and leave thee naked and bare. 

40 They shall also bring up a *com- 
pany against thee, and they shall stone 
thee with stones, and thrust thee through 
with their swords. ! 





* Heb.amale. + Heb. savorofrest. a2 Kings, 16 3; 2 Chron. 
33:6; Isa. 57:5, + Heb. devour. b Psa. 106:37. ¢ Jer. 2:2. % Or, 
brothel-house, 4 Jer. 3:2. e Prov.9:14. f chap. 20:7, 8; Isa. 
80:2,3. g Hosea2:9. h Psa, 106:41.  |[ Or, cittes. i 2 Chron. 
28:18. j chap, 23:13, ete.; 2 Kings, 16: 7; Jer. 2:18, 36. k Prov. 
7:11, * Or, thy daughters is thine, 1 Jer.2:28, m Hosea 8: G, 10, 


+ Heb, brivest. 0 Jolm4:10,18. _ 0 Psa. 139:11,12,_ p Jer, 
2:34. q Jer. 13:22, 26; Lam. 1:8; Hosea2:3,10. $. Heb. with 
judgments of. x Lev. 20:10; Deut, 22:22, s Ex. 21:12, t Nah. 
1:2. u ver, 24,31. v Hosea2;3. Heb. instruments of thine 
ornament, w Jer. 25: 9. : 





24. An eminent place ; selected for prostitu- 
tion, that is, idolatrous worship. See note on 
ver. 15. 

26. With the Egyptians; here, as in verse 28, 
there is an allusion to the unlawful alliances of 


014 


the Jews with Egypt and Assyria, which were 
made in the spirit of idolatry, and connected with 
idolatrous practices, and for which they were often 





reproved 
2 Kings, 16:7; Hosea 5:13; 7:11; 14:3. 





by the B geo are Isa. 30: 1,2 ;°38 213° om 











Jerusalem threatened 


pics. 41 And they shall *burn thy 
houses with fire, and execute judgments 
upon thee in the °sight of many women: 
and I will cause thee to cease from play- 
ing the harlot, and thou also shalt give 
no hire any more. 

42 So willl make my fury toward thee 
to rest, and my jealousy shall depart from 
thee, and I will be quiet, and will be no 
more angry. 

43 Because thou hast not ‘remembered 
the days of thy youth, but hast fretted 
me in all these things ; behold, therefore 
I also will ¢recompense thy way upon 
thy-head, saith the Lord Gop: and thou 
shalt not commit this lewdness above all 
thine abominations. 

44 4] Behold, every one that useth proy- 
erbs shall use this proverb against thee, 
saying, As is the mother, so zs her daugh- 
ter. 

45 Thou art thy mother’s daughter, that 
loatheth her husband and her children ; 
and thou art the sister of thy sisters, 
which loathed their husbands and their 


- ehildren: your mother was a Hittite, and 


your father an Amorite. 
46 And thine elder sister 7s Samaria, 


she and her daughters that dwell at thy | 


left hand: and thy *younger sister, that 
dwelleth at thy right hand, is *Sodom 


and her daughters. 


_ tice in thy punishment. 


47 Yet hast thou not walked after their 
ways, nor done after their abominations: 
but, as if tthat were a very little thing, 
thou wast corrupted ‘more than they in 
all thy ways. 

48 As I live, saith the Lord Gop, § Sod- 


om thy sister hath not done, she nor her 


daughters, as thou hast done, thou and 
thy daughters. 

49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy 
sister Sodom, pride, "fulness of bread, 





* Heb. sister lesser than 
was loathed as a smull thing. 
Mat. 10:15; 11:24. bh Gen. 
i Prov. 16:18; 18:12, j Gen. 


thou. e Deut. 32:32. 
f 2 Kings, 21:9; 1 Cor. 5:1. 
13.10, 13; 18:20; Deut. 32:15, 


EZEKIEL XVI. 





with sore judgments. 


and abundance of idleness was in her and 
in her daughters, neither did she strength- 
en the hand of the poor and needy. _ 

50 And they were ‘haughty, and com- 
mitted abomination before me: therefore 
I took them jaway as I saw good. 

51 Neither hath Samaria committed 
half of thy sins; but thou hast multi- 
plied thine abominations more than they, 
and hast «justified thy sisters in all thine 
abominations which thou hast done. 

52 Thou! also, which hast judged thy 
sisters, “bear thine own shame for thy 
sins that thou hast committed more abom- 
inable than they: they are more right- 
eous than thou: yea, be thou confound- 
ed also, and bear thy shame, in that thou 
hast justified thy sisters. 

53 When I shall bring "again their cap- 
tivity, the captivity of Sodom and her 
daughters, and the captivity of Samaria 
and her daughters, then will I bring again 
the captivity of thy captives in the midst 
of them: 

54 That thou mayest bear thine own 
shame, and mayest be °confounded in 
all that thou hast done, in that thou art 
a comfort unto them. _ 

55 When thy sisters, Sodom and her 
daughters, shall return to their former 
estate, and Samaria and her daughters 
shall return to their former estate, then 
thou and thy daughters shall return t 
your former estate. 

56 For thy sister Sodom was not ? men- 
tioned Pby thy mouth in the day of thy 
pride, 

57 Before thy wickedness was discov- 
ered, as at the %time of thy reproach of 
the daughters of Syria, and all that are 
round about her, the daughters of the 
Philistines, which *despise "thee round 
about. 





19:24; Jer. 20:16. k Jer. 3:11. 1 Rom. 1:32; 2:1-10. m Jer. 
23:40, m Jer. 43:47; 49:39, 0 ver. 63. $ Heb. for a report, or 
hearing, p Isa. 65:5; Luke 18:11. % Heb. prides, or excellen. 
cies. 4 2 Kings, 16:5; Isa,7:1. || Heb. Aram. 
r Jer. 33:24. 


* Or, spoil, 





42. My fury—to rest ; by satisfying my jas- 
This verse contains not a 
ee, but a threatening, as the following verses 
show. 

46. Thine elder sister is Samaria —thy 
younger sister—Sodom; Samaria represents the 
ten tribes, who apostatized from God’s service in 
the days of Jeroboam, as Sodom does the heathen 
world. The terms “elder” and “ younger” refer 
not to age, but to relative dignity. At thy left 


hand; to the north of Jerusalem, the east being 


Peete ns 


the front. At thy right hand; to the south-east, 
probably where the southern bay of the Dead sea 
now lies. 

47. Corrupted more than they ; compare Mat. 
11: 21-24. 

D1. Half of thy sins ; in comparing the guilt 
of Jerusalem with that of Samaria, God has regard 
to the greater privileges and mercies bestowed upon 


23 





the former city. Compare John 15: 22,24. Hast 
justified thy sisters; hast shown them to be com- 
paratively innocent. 

02. Hast gudged thy sisters ; Rom. 2:1. 

03. The captivity of Sodom and her daugh- 
ters; not literally, but figuratively, by the conver- 
sion of the heathen nations whom she represents. 
Even in the restoration of Jerusalem, God hum- 
bles her by likening her to Samaria and Sodom. 
This prophecy is fulfilled in Christ, who has abol- 
ished the distinction between Jew and Gentile. 
Rom. 10: 1: . 

56. Was not mentioned by thy mouth; thou 
disdainedst to mention her. 

57. Reproach of the daughters of Syria; 
proceeding from them. The terrible judgments of 
God upon Jerusalem exposed her wickedness, and 
made be a byword to the surrounding nations. 
Chap. 5: 14, 1o. 
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Parable of two 


58 Thou hast borne *thy lewdness and 
thine abominations, saith the Lorn. 

59 For thus saith the Lord Gop; I will 
even deal with thee *as thou hast done, 
which hast despised the oath in breaking 
the > covenant. 

60 4 Nevertheless, 1 will ‘remember 
my covenant with thee in the days of 
thy youth, and I will establish unto thee 
an 4everlasting covenant. 

61 Then thou shalt remember thy 
ways,° and be ashamed, when thou shalt 
receive thy sisters, thine elder and thy 
younger: and I will give them unto thee 
for ‘daughters, but not by "thy covenant. 

62 And I will ‘establish my covenant 
with thee; and thou shalt know that I 
am the Lorp: 

63 That thou mayest remember, and 
be Jconfounded, and never open ‘thy 
mouth any more because of thy shame, 
when I am pacified toward thee for all 
that thou hast done, saith the Lord Gop. 


CHAP PER Xx Y¥-LT. 

Under the parable of two eagles and a vine, 11 is 

shown God’s judgment upon Jerusalem for revolting 

from Babylon to Egypt. 22 God promiseth to plant 
the cedar of the gospel. 

ND the word of the Lorp came unto 

me, saying, 

2 Son of man, put forth a riddle, and 

speak a parable unto the house of Israel; 

* Heb. them. aMat.7:1,2. »b Deut. 29:12-15, 

d 2 Sam. 23:5; Jer. 32:40; 50:5. e Psa. 119: 59. 


60:4; Gal. 4:26-31.. -¢ Jer. 31:31. 
YAO 20), Viabzray 365- Dans9= 7, 8. 


ray 





c Psa. 106: 45. 

f Isa, 64:1; 
h John 15: 16. 
k Rom, 3:19. 


i Hosea 
1 Hosea 


EZEKIEL XVII. 


eagles and a vine. 


3 And say, Thus saith the Lord 4,%*2% 
Gop; A great ‘eagle with great wings, 
long winged, full of feathers, which had 
divers? colors, came unto Lebanon, and 
took the ™highest branch of the cedar: 

4 He cropped off the top of his young 
twigs, and carried it into a land of traf- 
fic; he set it in a city of merchants. 

5 He took also of the seed of the land, 
and #planted it in a "fruitful field; he 
placed zt by great waters, and set it as a 
willow-tree.° 

6 And it grew, and became a spreading 
vine of Plow stature, whose branches 
turned toward him, and the roots thereof 
were under him: so it became a vine, 
and brought forth branches, and shot 
forth sprigs. 

7 There was also another great eagle 
with great wings and many feathers: 
and behold, this vine did 4bend her roots 
toward him, and shot forth her branches 
toward him, that he might water it by 
the furrows of her plantation. 

8 It was planted in a good $soil by great 
waters, that it might bring forth branch- 
es, and that it might bear fruit, that it 
might be a goodly vine. 

9 Say thou, Thus saith the Lord Gop ; 
Shall it prosper? shall he not pull up 
the roots thereof, and cut off the ‘fruit 
thereof, that it wither? it shall wither 


8:1. + Heb. embroidering. m 2 Kings, 24:12. 
a field of seed. 1 Deut. 8:7-9. © lsa. 44:4. 
14. 3 Heb. field. r 2 Kings, 25: 7. 





t Heb. put it in 
p ver. 14. q ver. 





60. Iwill remember my covenant with thee ; 
this promise is made to the true Zion, the church 
of God, which Jerusalem represents. 

61. Give them unto thee for daughters ; by 
their conversion and incorporation into the church. 
Not by thy covenant; not on account of thy 
faithfulness in keeping thy covenant with me. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. The Christian should continually remember 
that all which distinguishes him from the vilest of 
men he owes to the grace and providence of God, 
and not to any goodness or merit of his own. So 
also those nations which God has made great and 
powerful, should glory, not in their owu wisdom 
and might and riches, but in God’s unmerited favor, 
which has raised them from small beginnings to 
their present eminence. 

6. No language is too strong to describe the 
vileness and wretchedness of that state in which 
Christ found the believer, and from which his grace 
has raised him to whatever holiness and blessedness 
he now possesses. 

8-14. The consideration of the unspeakable good- 
ness of our Redeemer, in bestowing upon us so 
many and so great mercies, is well adapted to make 
us ashamed of our past inconstancy, and to unite 
us more closely to him in the bonds of love and 
grat tude. 

15-34. The history of God’s ancient people is a sad 
but true picture of the course of events in those Chris- 
tian nations that have been most highly favored with 
the means of grace; every Christian also will see 
in it, with deep shame and godly sorrow, much that 
agrees Ns 9 own past life and conduct. 

0 : 





35-43. God will turn all the vain confidences of 
those who forsake him against themselves, and 
make them the means of their destruction. 

48. God estimates the guilt of transgressors by 
the light which they have enjoyed, and the means 
which have been used to bring them to repentance. 
At the last day he will regard and treat as the 
greatest sinners those who have rebelled against 
the most faithful instruction and reproof. 

61. God will assuredly save his church and — 
gather all nations into her. But this work he will 
accomplish in such a way that his own name shall 
be glorified, and she deeply humbled in view of her 
past inconstancy and unfaithfulness. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


3. A great eagle; Nebuchadnezzar. The high- 
est branch of the cedar; Jehoiachin, whom Neb- 
uchadnezzar dethroned and carried to Babylon. 

A. A land of traffic; Chaldea. <A city of 
merchants ; Babylon. 

5. Of the seed of the land; that is, of “the 
king’s seed,” ver. 13, meaning Zedekiah, son of 
Josiah, whom Nebuchadnezzar made king in the 
place of Jehoiachin. See the narrative, 2 Kings, 
24 : 8-17, and the explanation below, ver. 12-18. 

6. Of low stature ; not a lofty cedar, as before, 
but a low vine; that is, a tributary king. Com- 
pare ver. 12, 13. Turned toward him; tow- 
ards Nebuchadnezzar, as dependent upon him. 

7. Another great eagle; Pharaoh. Toward 
him; turning away its confidence from Nebuchad- 
nezzar to Pharaoh. 

9. Shall he not pull ; that is, the first eagle. 














ALR STARA IL IRAE RE TRE A 


5 


The evil of revolting 
eek” in all the leaves of her spring, 
even without great power or many peo- 
ple to pluck it up by the roots thereof. 

10 Yea, behold, being planted, shall it 
prosper? shallit not utterly *wither, when 
the east wind toucheth it? it shall with- 
er in the furrows where it grew. 

11 §{ Moreover the word of the Lorp 
came unto me, saying, 

12 Say now to the ‘rebellious house, 
Know ye not what these things mean? 
Tell them, Behold, the king of Babylon is 
come to Jerusalem, and hath ‘taken the 
king thereof, and the princes thereof, and 
led them with him to Babylon; 

13 And hath taken of the king’s seed, 
and made a covenant with him, and hath 
taken* an °oath of him: he hath also 
taken the mighty of the land: 

14 That the kingdom might be £ base, 
that it might not lift itself up, thut that 
by keeping of his covenant it might stand. 

15 Buté he rebelled against him in send- 
ing his ambassadors into"Egypt, that they 
might give him horses and much people. 
Shall ‘he prosper? shall he escape that 
doeth such things? or shall he break the 
covenant, and be delivered ? 

16 As | live, saith the Lord Gon, surely 
in the place where the king dwelleth that 
made him king, whose oath he despised, 
and whose covenant he brake, even with 
him in the midst of Babylon he shall! die. 

17 Neither* shall Pharaoh with his 
mighty army and great company make for 
him in the war, by casting up mounts, and 
building forts, to cut off many persons: 

18 Seeing he despised the oath by break- 
ing the covenant, when, lo, he had given 
his 'hand, and hath done all these things, 
he shall not escape. 

19 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
As | live, surely mine oath that he hath 
despised, and my covenant that he hath 

achap. 19:12. b Hosea l2:1; 13:15. echap.2:5. 4 ver. 
3; 2 Kings, 24:11-17. * Heb. brought himto, e 2 Chron. 36:13. 
f chap. 29; 14. + Heb. to heep his covenant to stand toit. g 2 Kings, 


24:20, bh Isa. 31:1-3. iver.9 ) chap.12:13; Jer. 62:11. 
k Jer. 37:7. 11 Chron, 29:24. m chap. 32:3. nm Amos 9:9, 10. 


10. The east wind ; a symbol of the Chaldean 
invasion, bringing with it desolation. 

13. Taken the mighty of the land; taken 
them away to Babylon. 2 Kings, 24: 12. 

15. Rebelled against him; 2 Kings, 24:20; 
2 Chron. 36: 13. 

16. In the midst of Babylon he shail die; 2 
Kings, 25:7; Jer. 52:11. 

21. Toward all winds ; 2 Kings, 25: 5. 

22. Of the highest branch of the high cedar— 
@ tender one; the Messiah, as the context shows, 
who is here, as elsewhere, compared to a branch of 
God's planting. 

24. Brought down the high tree; abased Zed- 








_ ekiah and his princes, who are here the representa- 


tives of all who exalt themselves against God. 
Exalted the low tree—made the dry tree to 
Jlourish ; compare Isa. 53: 2. 
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JSrom Babylon to Egypt. 


broken, even it will I recompense upon 
his own head. 

20 And I will spread my ™net upon him, 
and he shall be taken in my snare, and 
I will bring him to Babylon, and will 
plead with him there for his trespass 
that he hath trespassed against me. 

21 And all his fugitives with all his 
bands shall fall by the sword, and they 
that remain shall be "scattered toward 
all winds; and ye shall know that I the 
Lorp have spoken it. 

22 {| Thus saith the Lord Gop; I will 
also take of the °highest branch of the 
high cedar, and will set it; I will crop 
off from the top of his young twigs a 
tender? one, and will plant it upon a 
high 4mountain and eminent: 

23 In the mountain of the height of Is- 
racl willl plantit: and it shall bring forth 
boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly 
cedar: and under it shall dwell all' fowl 
of every wing; in the shadow of the 
branches thereof shall they dwell. 

24 And all the trees of the field shall 
know that I the Lorn have ‘brought 
down the high tree, have exalted the 
low tree, have dried up the green ttree, 
and have made the dry tree to flourish: 
| the Lorn have spoken and have done it. 


CHAP TER X VL. 


1 God reproveth the unjust parable of sour grapes. 5 
He showeth how he dealeth with a just father: 10 with 
a wicked son of a just father: 14 with a just son of a 
wicked father: 19 with a wicked man repenting: 24 
with a just man revolting. 25 He defendeth his jus- 
tice, 31 and exhorteth to repentance. 


HE word of the Lorp came unto me 
again, saying, 

2 What mean ye, that ye use this prov- 
erb concerning the land of Israel, saying, 
The “fathers have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children’s teeth are set on edge? 

3 As I live, saith the Lord Gop, ye shall 


; Jer. 23:5. p Isa. 53:2. q chap. 20:40; Psa. 2:6; 
Wlslbg ISAs. 2,34 MiCall asl. > techap.olsG;, Dan. 412: 
Mat. 13:47, 48; Luke 14:21-23, 8s Luke 1:62, 63; 1 Cor. 1: 27, 
28, t Luke 23:31. uJer.31:29; Lam. 5:7. ‘ 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-16. Every covenant which we make with 
others in lawful things must be faithfully kept, 
though they be wicked and unreasonable men, and 
though it seem greatly for our present interest to 
break our word. (rod will listen to no plea of expe- 
dieney, but will punish perfidy towards our fellow- 
men as falsehood to himself; for he is the God of 
truth, and demands of us truth in all our dealings. 

17-21. They who violate their obligations to God 
and their fellow-men, in the hope of some present 
advantage, generally meet with disappointment and 
shame in the present life, and they must incur 
God’s wrath and curse in the life to come. 

22-24. God exalts and abases earthly kingdoms 
as he chooses; but his kingdom of grace stands 
fast amid all the changes of time, and shall in the 
end cover the world with its glory: 


The equity of 


not have occasion any more to use this 
proverb in Israel. 

4 Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul 
of the father, so also the soul of the son is 
mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall *die. 

5 Y But if a man be just, and do *that 
which is lawful and right, 

6 And» hath not eaten upon the moun- 
tains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to 
the idols of the house of Israel, neither 
hath defiled his neighbor’s wife, neither 
hath come near to a *menstruous woman, 

7 And hath not ‘oppressed any, but 
hath restored to the debtor his *pledge, 
hath spoiled none by violence, hath giv- 
en his bread to the ‘hungry, and hath 
covered the naked with a garment ; 

8 He that hath not given forth upon 
usury,® neither hath taken any increase, 
that hath withdrawn his hand from ini- 
quity, hath executed true judgment be- 
tween man and man, 

9 Hath! walked in my statutes, and hath 
kept my judgments, to deal truly ; he zs just, 
he shall surely live, saith the Lord Gon. 

10 §| If he beget a son that is a trobber, 
aJshedder of blood, and that doeth #the 
like to any one of these things, 

11 And that doeth not any of those du- 
ives, but even hath eaten upon the moun- 
tains, and defiled his neighbor’s wife, 

12 Hath oppressed the poor and needy, 
hath spoiled by violence, hath not restored 
the pledge, and hath lifted up his eyes to 
the idols, hath committed abomination, 

13 Hath given forth upon usury, and 
hath taken increase; shall he then live ? 
he shall not live: he hath done all these 
abominations; he shall surely die; his 
blood’ shall be * upon him. 

14 {| Now, lo, zf he beget a son, that 
seeth all his father’s sins which he hath 
done, and 'considereth, and doeth not 
such like, 

15 That hath not eaten upon the moun- 
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tains, neither hath lifted up his *4%°29 
eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, 
hath not defiled his neighbor’s wife, 

16 Neither hath oppressed any, hath 
not || withholden the pledge, neither hath 
spoiled by violence, but hath given his 
bread to the hungry, and hath covered 
the naked with a garment, 

17 That hath taken off his hand from 
the poor, that hath not received usury 
nor increase, hath executed my judg- 
ments, hath walked in my statutes; he 
shall not die for the iniquity of his father, 
he shall surely live. 

18 As for his father, because he cruelly 
oppressed, spoiled his brother by vio- 
lence, and did that which is not good 
among his people, lo, even he shall ™die 
in his iniquity. 

19 {| Yet say ye, Why? doth "not the 
son bear the iniquity of the father? When 
the son hath done that which is lawful 
and right, and hath kept all my statutes, 
and hath done them, he shall surely live. 

20 The soul that sinneth, it shall die. 
The °son shall not bear the iniquity of 
the father, neither shall the father bear 
the iniquity of the son: the Prighteous- 
ness of the righteous shall be upon him, 
and the 1 wickedness of the wicked shall 
be upon him. 

21 But if the wicked will "turn from 
all his sins that he hath committed, and 
keep’ all my statutes, and do that which 
is lawful and right, he shall surely live, 
he shall not die. 

22 Allthis transgressions that he hath 
committed, they shall not be "mentioned 
unto him: in his righteousness that he 
hath done he shall live. 

23 Have’ l any pleasure at all that the 
wicked should die? saith the Lord Gon: 
and not that he should return from his 
ways, and live? 

24 4] But when the righteous * turneth 





a Rom. 6:23. * Heb. judgment and justice. b Lev 18:19, ete. 
e Lev. 20:10, ‘d Ex. 22:21, etc.; Prov. 3:31. e Deut, 24:12, 15, 
f Deut. 15:7, 8; Isa. 58:7; Mat. 25:35. g Lev. 25:36, 37; Neh. 
Ae Psa. lb5<h, ‘bh Gev.19: 15,35; Zech: $2.16. 1 -Psa.119: 1-6, 
7 Or, breaker up of a house, j Num. 35:31. f£ Or, to his brother 
besides any of these. 4 Heb. bloods. k chap. 33:4; Acts 18:6. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 

6. Eaten wpon the mountains ; eaten sacri- 
ficial offerings to idols. Lifted up his eyes; in 
worship, with confidence and longing desire. Com- 
pare Psa. 121: 1. 

7. Restored—his pledge ; see Ex. 22:26, 27. 

8. Usury—inerease ; see Ex. 22:25. 

20. The son shall not bear ; be punished for. 
Shall be upon him; he alone shall be rewarded 
or punished for it. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2, 3. God will in the end make the justice of his 
dealings with men so apparent that “ every mouth 
shall be stopped, and all the world become guilty” 
before him. Rom. 3:4, 19. 

4-23, Wee upon children many blessings 








I ver, 28. || Heb. pledged, or taken to pledge. m Joln8:24, n Ex. 
20:5; 2 Kings, 23:36; 24:3, 4, o Deut. 24:16; 2 Kings, 14:5, 6. 
p Isa, 3:10, 11. q Rom.2:9. ¥r Prov. 28:13, 8 James 2: 14-26. 
tch.33:16. u Psa, 103:12; Rom. 8:1. vt Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet.3:9. 
w Heb. 6: 4-6; 10:26,27; 2 Pet. 2: 20. 





through the piety of their fathers, and sends upon 
them many evils through their wickedness, Exod. 
20:5, 6; but no sinner will be saved for the good- 
ness of his forefathers, nor any righteous man con- 
demned for their wickedness. At the final reckon- 
ing, every one will be called to an account for the 
deeds he has himself done, whether they be good or 
bad. 2 Cor. 5:10. 

26. It is only perseverance in holiness to the end 
that can secure eternal life. Past deeds of right- 
eousness cannot benefit the man who turns from 
them to the practice of iniquity. Mat. 24:12, 13; 
Gal. 6:9; Heb. 6: 4, 6, 11,12; 10:36; Rev. 2: 26. 

27, 28. No sinner, who is willing to repent and 
turn to God, need be discouraged on account of his 
past transgressions. Isa. 55:7. 











_. Nebuchadnezzar. 





A lamentation for 


4 M3410. away from his righteousness, and 
committeth iniquity, and doeth according 
to all the abominations that the wicked 
man doeth, shall he live? All his right- 
eousness that he hath done shall not be 
mentioned: in his trespass that he hath 
trespassed, and in his sin that he hath 
sinned, in them shall he die. 

25 YJ Yet ye say, The way of the Lord 
is not equal. Hear now, O house of Is- 
rael, Is not my way equal? are not your 
ways unequal ? 

26 When arighteous man turneth away 
from his righteousness, and committeth 
iniquity, and dieth in them; for his ini- 
quity that he hath done shall he die. 

27 Again, when the wicked man turn- 
eth away from his wickedness that he 
hath committed, and doeth that which is 
lawful and right, he shall save his soul 
alive. 

28 Because he *considereth, and turn- 
eth away from all his transgressions that 
he hath committed, he shall surely live, 
he shall not die. 

29 Yet saith the house of Israel, The 
way of the Lord is not equal. O house 
of Israel, are not my ways equal? are 
not your ways unequal ? 

30 Therefore I will judge you, O house | 
of Israel, every one according to his ways, | 
saith the Lord Gop. ¢£ Repent, and turn | 
yourselves* from all your transgressions ; 
so iniquity shall not be your ruin. 

31 § Cast 4away from you all your 
transgressions, whereby ye have trans- 
gressed ; and make you a new “heart 
and a new spirit: for why will ye die, 
O house of Israel? 

32 ForI have no pleasure in the death 
of him that dieth, saith the Lord Gop: 
wherefore turn *yourselves, and live ye. 





CHAPTER XIX. 


1 A lamentation for the princes of Israel, under the 
sig of lions’ whelps taken in a pit, 10 and for 
erusalem, under the parable of a wasted vine. 


OREOVER, take thou up a ‘lamen- 
tation for the princes of Israel, 
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the princes of Judah. 


2 And say, What zs thy mother? A 
lioness: she lay down among hons, she 
nourished her whelps among young 
lions. 

3 Andshe brought up one of her whelps: 
it became a young lion, and it learned 
to catch the prey ; it devoured men. 

4 The nations also heard of him; he 
was taken in their pit, and they brought 
him with chains unto the land of Egypt. 

5 Now when she saw that she had 
waited, and her hope was lost, then she 
took another of her whelps, and made 


him a young lion. 


6 And he went up and down among 
the lions, he became a young lion, and 
learned to catch the prey, and devoured 
men. 

7 And he knew their ¢ desolate palaces, 
and he laid waste their cities; and the 
land was desolate, and the fulness there- 
of, by the noise of his roaring. 

8 Then the nations set against him on 
every side from the provinces, and spread 
their net over him: he was taken in 
their " pit. 

9 And they put him in ward in? chains, 
and brought him to the king of Babylon: 
they brought him into holds, that his 
voice should no more be heard upon the 
mountains of Israel. 

10 { Thy mother zs like a‘vine in thy 
blood,! planted by the waters: /she was 
fruitful and full of branches by reason 
of many waters. 

11 And she had strong rods for the scep- 
tres of them that bare rule, and her stat- 
ure was exalted among the thick branch- 
es, and she appeared in her height with 
the multitude of her branches. 

12 But she was plucked up in fury, she 
was cast down to the ground, and the 
east * wind dried up her fruit: her strong 
rods were broken and withered ; the fire 
consumed them. 

13 And now she zs planted in the wil- 
derness, in a!dry and thirsty ground. 

14 And "™ fire is gone out of a rod of her 
branches, which hath "devoured her fruit, 








b Prov. 19:3. ¢ Rev. 2:5. * Or, others; 
d Eph. 4:22, 23, ¢ Psa, 61:10; Jer. 
g 2 Kings, 23:31-34; 2 Chron. 
h Lam, 4:90, $ Or, 


a Luke 15:17, etc. 
Psa. 61:13; Luke 22:32. 
32:39, f chap, 26:17; 27:2. 
36: 1-4; Jer. 22:11-18, f Or, widows, 


hooks. i chap, 17:6, etc. % Or, quietness, or likeness, j Deut. 
8:7-9. k chap. 17:10; Hosea 13:15, | Psa. 63:1. m Judg. 
9:15; 2 Kings, 24:20; Psa. 80:16. m Psa, 79:7. 





CHAPTER XIX. 

2. Thy mother ; Jerusalem, as representing the 
Jewish state: the address is to Israel in the gen- 
eral sense, not to the ten tribes alone, as distinct 
from the two. A lioness ; compare Gen. 49:9. 

3. One of her whelps ; Jehoahaz, whom Pha- 
raoh-necho deposed and carried into Egypt. 2 
Kings, 23: 30-34; 2 Chron. 36: 1-4. 

5. Another of her whelps; the three kings who 
succeeded Jehoahaz were all carried to Babylon by 
Of these some understand here 





Jehoiakim, as the immediate successor of Jehoahaz ; 


others Jehoiachin, because he alone of the three was 
raised to the throne by the people. But probably 
the fate of this second whelp represents that of “ the 
princes of Israel” generally after Jehoahaz. 

10. Is like a vine; or, “was like a vine,” pros- 
perous and flourishing. In thy blood ; in thy vigor 
and strength. The prophet here repeats what he 
has just said, under a new image. 

14. Out of a rod of her branches ; Zedekiah’s 
rebellion against the king of Babylon became a 
consuming fire which destroyed his kingdom and 
“the princes of Israel” together. 2 Ye 24: 20. 

1 


The privileges and 


so that she hath *no strong rod to be a 
sceptre to rule. This zs a lamentation, 
and shall be for a lamentation. 


CHAPTER XxX. 


1 God refuseth to be consulted by the elders of Israel. 
5 He showeth the story of their rebellions in Egypt, 
10 in the wilderness, 27 and in the land. 33 Hle 
promiseth to gather them by the gospel. 45 Under 
the name of a forest he showeth the destruction of 
Jerusalem. 

‘A ND it came to pass in the seventh 

year, in the fifth month, the tenth 
day of the month, that certain of the 
elders’ of Israel came to inquire of the 

Lorp, and sat before me. 

2 Then came the word of the Lorp 
unto me, saying, 

3 Son of man, speak unto the elders of 
Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord Gop; Are ye come to inquire 
of me? As I live, saith the Lord Gop, I 
will ‘not be inquired of by you. 

4 Wilt thou *judge them, son of man, 
will thou judge them? cause them to 
know? the abominations of their fathers: 

5 § And say unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord Gop; In the day when °I chose 
Israel, and t lifted up my hand unto the 
seed of the house of Jacob, and made 
myself known unto them ‘in the land of 
Egypt, when I hfted up my hand unto 
them, saying, I am the Lorp your God; 

6 In the day that I lifted up my hand 
unto them, to bring them forth of the 
land of Egypt into a land that I had 
espied for them, flowing with milk and 
honey, which zs the ' glory of all lands: 

7 Then said'I unto them, Cast ye away 
every man the abominations of his eyes, 
and defile not yourselves with the idols 
of Egypt: I am the Lorp your God. 

8 But /they rebelled against me, and 
would not hearken unto me: they did 
not every man cast away the abomina- 
tions of their eyes, neither did they for- 
sake the idols of Egypt: then I said, I will 
pour* out my fury upon them, to accom- 
plish my anger against them in the midst 
of the land of Egypt. 

9 But | 'wrought for my name’s sake, 
that it should not be polluted before the 


EZEKIEL XX. 


sins of Israel. 


heathen, among whom they were, *,%¢22t 
in whose “sight I made myself known 
unto them, in bringing them forth out of 
the land of Egypt. 

10 4] Wherefore I caused them to go 





forth" out of the land of Egypt, and 
brought them into the wilderness. 

11 And I gave °them my statutes, and 
showed? them my judgments, ? which 7f 
a man do, he shall even live in them. - 

12 Moreover also I gave them my sab- 
baths, to be a 4sign between me and 
them, that they might know that I am 
the Lorp that sanctify them. 

13 But the house of "Israel rebelled 
against me in the wilderness: they walk- 
ed not in my statutes, and they despised 
my judgments, which zf a man do, he 
shall even live in them; and *my sab- 
baths they greatly polluted: then I said, 
[ would pour out my fury upon them in 
the twilderness, to consume them. 

14 But I wrought for my name’s sake, 
that it should not be polluted before the 
heathen, in whose sight I brought them 
out. 

15 Yet also I lifted up my hand unto 
them in the wilderness, that I "would 
not bring them into the land which I had 
given them, flowing with milk and honey, 
which 7s the glory of all lands ; 

16 Because they ‘despised my judg- 
ments, and walked not in my statutes, 
but polluted my sabbaths: for their 
heart” went after their idols. 

17 Nevertheless *mine eye spared them 
from destroying them, neither did I make 
an end of them in the wilderness. 

18 But I ¥said unto their children in 
the wilderness, Walk ye not in the stat- 
utes of your *fathers, neither observe 
their judgments, nor defile yourselves 
with their idols: 

19 I *am the Lorp your God; > walk 
in my statutes, and keep my judgments, 
and do them; 

20 And‘hallow my sabbaths; and they 
shall be a sign between me and you, that 
ye may know that I am the Lorp your God. 

21 Notwithstanding, the ‘children re- 
belled against me: they walked not in 





a Neh, 9:37; Hosea3:4; Amos9:1l. b chap. 8:1, ¢ chap. 
14:1, 3, ete.; Joln4:24. * Or,plead for. d chap, 16:2. e¢ Deut. 
720s Or, sware; ver.6; Ex.6:8, f Ex.3:8,etc.; Deut. 
4:34, 35. g Deut. 8:7,etc. h Psa. 48:2, i Lev, 18:3; Deut. 
29:16-18; Josh. 24:14. j Judg. 2:12-15; 1 Kings, 11:5-8; 2 
Kings, 21:3, etc. k 2 Kings, 22:16,17 I chap. 36:21,22; Deut. 


¢ Heb. madethemtoknow. p Lev. 18:5; 
r Isa. 63:10. 8 Neh. 13:18. t Num. 
v Prov, 1:80, 31. Ww Psa. 78:37; Amos 


9:15, 14; Psa. 147: 19. 
19;3,30. @ Ex. 31:13, 
26:65. u Psa, 95:11. 
5:25,26, x Psa. 78:38. y Deut.chap. 5-12. 2 Jer. 9:14; Amos 
2:4, a Ex, 20:2; Lev. 19:4, etc. b Psa, 119:38 ¢ Jer. 17:22. 
d Num. 25:1, 2; Deut. 9:23:24; 31527. 





9:28. m Num, 14:13,etc, m Ex, 13:18. o Deut. 4:8; Neh. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

When we compare the weakness and helpless de- 
eee of the royal family of Judah in the days of 
eremiah and Ezekiel, with its glory and strength in 
the time of David and Solomon, we have an affecting 
proof of God's supreme power over nations, as well 
as of his unalterable determination to destroy every 

people a?” eg in transgressing his laws. 

020° 


CHAPTER XX. 


7. With the idols of Egypt ; when God came 
to deliver his people from Egypt, he found them 
polluted with the worship of its idols and deserv- 
ing of his wrath. How-deep was this infection 
appears from the narrative of the golden calf, Ex. 





chap. 32. 
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The rebellions and 


& M.201. my statutes, neither kept my judg- 
ments to do them, which zf a man do, he 
shall even live in them; *they polluted 
my sabbaths: then I said, 1 would pour 
out my fury upon them, to accomplish my 
anger against them in the wilderness. 

22. Nevertheless >I withdrew my hand, 
and wrought for my “name’s sake, that 
it should not be polluted in the sight of 
the heathen, in whose ‘sight I brought 
them forth. 

23 [lifted up my hand unio them also 
in the wilderness, that I °would scatter 
them among the heathen, and disperse 
them through the countries ; 

24 Because they had not executed my 
judgments, but had despised my statutes, 
and had polluted my sabbaths, and their 
eyes‘ were after their fathers’ idols. 

25 Wherefore &I gave them also stat- 
utes that were not good, and judgments 
whereby they should not live ; 

26 And I polluted them in "their own 
gifts, in that they caused to pass through 
the fire‘ all that openeth the womb, that 
I might make them desolate, to the end 
that they might know that I am the Lorp. 

27 Y Therefore, son of man, speak unto 
the house of Israel, and say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord Gop; Yet in this 
your fathers have /blasphemed me, in 
that they have *committed a trespass 
against me. 

28 For when I had brought them into 
the land, for the which I lifted up my 
hand to give it to them, then they saw 
every *high hill, and all the thick trees, 
and they offered there their sacrifices, 
and there they presented the 'provoca- 
tion of their offering: there also they 
made their sweet "savor, and poured out 
there their drink-offerings. 

29 Then I tsaid unto them, What zs 
the high place whereunto ye go? And 
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the name thereof is called Bamah unto 
this day. 

30 Wherefore say unto the house of 
Israel, Thus saith the Lord Gop; Are ye 
polluted after the manner of your "fa- 
thers? and commit ye whoredom after 
their abominations ? 

31 For when ye offer your gifts, when 
ye make your sons to pass through the 
fire, ye pollute yourselves with all your 
idols, even unto this day: and °shall I 
be inquired of by you, O house of Israel? 
As | live, saith the Lord Gop, I will not 
be inquired of by you. 

32 And that which Pecometh into your 
mind shall not 4be at all, that ye say, 
We will be as the heathen, as the fami- 
lies of the countries, to serve wood and 
stone. 

33 Y As I live, saith the Lord Gop, 
surely’ with a mighty hand, and with a 
stretched out arm, and with fury poured 
out, will I rule over you: 

34 And I will bring you ‘out from the 
people, and will gather you out of the 
countries Wherein ye are scattered, with 
a mighty hand, and with a stretched out 
arm, and with fury poured out. 

35 And I will bring you into the twil- 
derness of the people, and there will I 
plead "with you face to ‘face. 

36 Like as | “pleaded with your fathers 
in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so 
will I plead with you, saith the Lord Gop. 

37 And I will cause you to * pass under 
the rod, and [ will bring you into + the 
bond of the covenant: 

38 And I will purge ¥ out from among 
you the rebels, and them that transgress 
against me: I will bring them forth out of 
the country where they sojourn, and they 
shall 7not enter into the land of Israel: 
and ye shall know that I am the Lorp. 

39 As for you, O house of Israel, thus 








aver, 13,16. » ver. 17. ¢ ver.9,14. 4 Psa. 98:2, © Lev. 
26:33; Deut. 23:64; Psa. 106:26,27. f chap.6:9; Psa. 119;37. 
g ver. 39; Psa. 81:12; Hosea 8:11; Rom, 1:24; 2 Thes, 2:11. 
h Isa, 1:11-15, i 2 Kings, 17:17; Jer. 32:35. j Rom, 2:24. 
* Heb. trespassed. k Isa, 57:5, etc.; Jer. 3:6. 1 Deut. 31:20; 
1 Cor, 10:22. m chap. 16:19. F Or, told them tohat the high 


place was, or Bamah, n ver. 18. over. 3, pchap, 11:5. 4 ver. 


40. r Jer. 21:5. 8 Deut. 30:5. t Hosea2:14, 15, u Jer. 2:9. 
v Isa. 1:18. w Num. chap. l4, ete. * Lev, 27:32; Jer. 33:13; 
Lam. 3:1; Micah 7:14. ¢ Or, delivering. y chap. 34:17; 


Mat. 24: 32,33; Rev. 21:27. 2 Jer. 44:14 











23. Would scatter them among the heathen ; 
see Lev. chap. 26, and Deut. chap. 28. 

25. I gave them also statutes—not good ; in 
a permissive sense. Psa. 81:12; Acts 7:42. 

26. Caused to pass through the fire; as 
burnt-offerings to their gods, ver. 31. All that 
openeth the womb ; all their first-born children ; 
Maar iige perversion of the divine ordinance, Ex. 

72 


29. What is the high place (Heb. Bamah) 
whereunto ye go? a question of indignant remon- 
strance. 

35. The wilderness of the people ; figuratively 
spoken, a wilderness consisting of exile and oppres- 
sion among foreigners, in which the wheat shall 
be sifted from the chaff. In restoring his people 
from captivity, God will repeat to them the disci- 








pline to which he subjected their fathers in the lit- 
eral wilderness, and by which he destroyed the 
rebellious from among them. 

37. To pass under the rod; as shepherds do 
their flocks, thus numbering and reviewing each 
sheep of the fold, and separating the evil from the 


ood. 
: 38, I will bring them forth—shall not enter 
into the land of Israel; another allusion to the 
exodus from Egypt: God will deal with the rebels 
amontr the captives as he did with the rebellious 
generation whom he brought out of Egypt. Com- 
pare Num. 14: 22, 23. 

39. Go ye, serve—with your idols ; be wholly 
devoted to your gods, or serve me wholly: mix 
not your idolatrous rites with my worship. 1 Kings, 


i321, 
1021 


Threats against 


saith the Lord Gov; *Go ye, serve ye 
every one his idols, and hereafter also, 
if ye will not »hearken unto me: but 
pollute* ye my holy name no more with 
your gifts, and with your idols. 

40 For in my holy ‘mountain, in the 
mountain of the height of Israel, saith 
the Lord Gop, there shall all the house 
of Israel, all of them in the land, serve 
me: there will I °accept them, and there 
will I require your offerings, and the 
first-fruits* of your oblations, with all 
your holy things. 

41 I will accept you with your ftsweet 
savor, when I bring you Sout from the 
people, and gather you out of the coun- 
tries wherein ye have been scattered ; 
and I will be "sanctified in you before 
the heathen. ; 

42 And ye shall iknow that I am the 
Lorp, when I shall bring you into the 
land of Israel, into the country for the 
which I hfted up my hand to give it to 
your fathers. 

43 And/there shall ye remember your 
ways, and all your doings, wherein ye 
have been defiled; and ye shall * loathe 
yourselves in your own sight for all your 
evils that ye have committed. 

44 And ye shall know that I am the 
Lorp, when I have wrought with you 
for my 'name’s sake, “not according to 
your wicked ways, nor according to your 
corrupt doings, O ye house of Israel, saith 
the Lord Gop. 

45 4 Moreover the word of the Lorn 
came unto me, saying, 

46 Son of man, set thy face toward the 
south, and drop thy word toward the south, 
and prophesy against the forest of the 
south field ; 

47 And say to the forest of the south, 
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Jerusalem. 


Hear the word of the Lorp; Thus 4,% 543 
saith the Lord Gop; Behold,* I will kindle 
a fire in thee, and it shall devour every 
green tree in thee, and every dry tree: 
the flaming flame shall not be quenched, 
and all faces ° from the south to the north 
shall be burned therein. 

48 And all flesh shall see that I the 
Lorp have kindled it: it shall not be 
quenched.? 

49 Then said I, Ah Lord Gop! they say 
of me, Doth he not speak parables ? 


CHAPTER XXI. 


1 Ezekiel prophesieth against Jerusalem with a sign 
ofsighing. 8 The sharpand bright sword, 18 against 
Jerusalem, 25 against the kingdom, 28 and against 
the Ammonites. 


ND the word of the Lorp came unto 
me, saying, 

2 Son of man, set thy face toward Je- 
rusalem, and Idrop thy word toward the 
holy places, and prophesy against the 
land of Israel, 

3 And say to the land of Israel, Thus 
saith the Lorn; Behold, I am against 
thee, and will draw forth my sword out 
of his sheath, and will cut off from "thee 
the righteous and the wicked. 

4 Seeing then that I will cut off from 
thee the righteous and the wicked, there- 
fore shall my *sword go forth out of his 
sheath against all flesh from the south 
to the north: 

5 That all flesh may know that I the 
Lorp have drawn forth my sword out 
of his sheath: it shall not treturn any 
more. 

6 Sigh "therefore, thou son of man, with 
the breaking of thy loins; and with bit- 
terness sigh before their eyes. 

7 And it shall be, when they say unto 
thee, Wherefore sighest thou? that thou 





a Judg. 10:14; Amos4:4, b Psa. 81:13, ¢ Isa.1:13. da Isa 
2: Via LoGe7. © 188.00: 7 > Leck..5 20, etc, > Malis: 4, os .Or; 
chief. + Heb. savor of rest, f Phil.4:18. g 1Pet.2:9, h Isa. 


6:16, 1-chap. 38:23. —jichap.16:61. kK Job 42:6. I Psa. 


25:11; 115:1; 1John2:12. m-Psa,103:10. nm Jer. 21:14. 
o chap, 21:4. p Mark 9:44 q Deut. 32:2. rJob9:22, 8s Psa, 
45:3. t Isa, 65:11. u Isa. 22: 4. 





40-44. For in my holy mountain—your cor- 
rupt doings ; a promise to the purified remnant 
to be progressively fulfilled from age to age. See 
note on chap. 11: 20. 

45. The word of the Lord came unto me; 
the remainder of this chapter properly belongs to 
the following. 

46. The forest of the south field ; Jerusalem 
with the region dependent upon her, chap. 21: 2. 
The multitude of her people is represented under 
the similitude of a forest. Compare Isa. 9: 18, 19; 
50:7 40).10 > Jer. 21 = a4, 

47. Green tree—dry tree; explained below. 
chap. 21:3. Compare Luke 23:31. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-44. Though God will be inquired of by his 
people for the blessings which he promises, yet the 
hope of his cause rests not on their constancy, but 
upon his own unchangeable fidelity to his promises 
and zeal for his great name. For his own glory he 
has begun and will carry forward the work of re- 





demption, separating the wicked who are among 
his people from the righteous by his repeated judg- 
ments, and thus continuing and enlarging his king- 
dom from age to age. 

45-48. God would not spare his own chosen city 
Jerusalem from the devouring flame and from cap- 
tivity, when she persisted in rebelling against him; 
neither will he spare any of his churches at the 
present day who follow her example, on account of 
the greatness of the privileges which he has con- 
ferred upon them in times past, or on account of 
the piety of their forefathers. 


CHAPTER XXI. 


3. Cut off from thee the righteous and the 
wicked ; that is, take away from thee every class 
of persons. Such men as Jeremiah and Baruch, 
Ezekiel and Daniel, were among the removed. 

4. From the south to the north; of the land 
of Israel. 


7. The tidings; of God’s avenging sword. 




















A sword drawn 


43%" shalt answer, For the *tidings, be- 
cause it cometh: and every heart shall 
melt, and all hands shall be feeble, and 
every spirit shall faint, and all knees 
shall *be weak as water: behold, it com- 
eth, and shall be brought to pass, saith 
the Lord Gop. 

8 Y Again the word of the Lorp came 
unto me, saying, 

9 Son of man, prophesy, and say, Thus 
saith the Lorp; Say, A°sword, a sword 
is sharpened, and also furbished: 

10 Itis sharpened to make asore slaugh- 
ter; it is furbished that it may glitter: 
should we then make mirth? it fcon- 
temneth the rod of my son, as every 
tree. 

11 And he hath given it to be furbished, 
that it may be handled: this sword is 
sharpened, and it is furbished, to give it 
into the hand of the “slayer. 

12 Cry and howl, son of man; for it 
shall be upon my people, it shall be upon 
all the princes of Israel: +terrors ‘by 
reason of the sword shall be upon my 
people: ®smite therefore upon thy thigh. 

13 Because! zt zs a ftrial, and what if 
the sword contemn even the rod? it shall 
be no more, saith the Lord Gop. 

14 Thou therefore, son of man, proph- 
esy, and smite !!thy hands together, and 
let the sword be doubled the third time, 
the sword of the slain: it ts the sword 
of the great men that are slain, which 
entereth into their privy chambers. 

15 I have set the *point of the sword 
against all their gates, that ther heart 
may ® faint, and their ruins be multiplied: 


EZEKIEL XXI. 


against Jerusalem. 


ah! it is made bright, zt 1s t wrapped up 
for the slaughter. 

16 Go thee one way or other, ezther on 
the right hand, tor on the left, whither- 
soever thy face is set. — 

17 [ will also smite my hands together, 
and I will cause my fury to rest: I the 
Lorp have said tt. 

18 J The word of the Lorp came unto 
me again, saying, 

19 Also, thou son of man, appoint thee 
two ways, that the sword of the king of 
Babylon may come: both twain shall 
come forth out of one land: and choose 
thou a place, choose zt at the head of the 
way to the city. 

20 Appoint a way, that the sword may 
come to *Rabbath of the Ammonites, and 
to Judah in Jerusalem the defenced. 

21 For the king of Babylon stood at the 
parting’ of the way, at the head of the 
two ways, to use divination: he made 
his arrows bright, he consulted with 
images,* he looked in the liver. 

22 At his right hand was the divina- 
tion for Jerusalem, to appoint t captains, 
to open the mouth in the slaughter, to lift 
up the voice with shouting, to appoint 
battering rams against the gates, to cast 
a mount, and to build a fort. 

23 And it shall be unto them as a false 
divination in their sight, to them that 
have sworn oaths: but he will call to 
remembrancc' the iniquity, that they 
may be taken. 

24 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Because ye have made your? iniquity to 
be remembered, in that your trangres- 





b Deut. 32: 41. 
e ver. 19. 


a Isa. 28:19, * Heb. go into, t Or, 18 the 
rod of my son, it despiseth every tree. t Or, they are 
thrust down to the sword with my. 4 Deut. 32:25, _e Jer. 3L:1Y. 

Or, When the trial hath been, what then? shall they not also be- 

long to the despising rod? =f Mal. 3:2,3; 1 Cor.3:13. || Heb, 


hand tohand. * Or,glittering, or fear, g chap. 22:14. f Or, 
sharpened, ft Heb. set thyself, take the lefthand. bh Jer, 49:2, 
@ Heb, mother. |] Or, knives. * Heb, teraphim, ft Or, battering 
rams; Heb. rams. } Or, for the oaths made unto them. i Num, 


32:23. j Hosea 7; 2. 





9. Furbished ; made bright. 

10. Then make mirth; instead of mourning 
for our sins. Compare Isa. 22:12, 13. It con- 
temneth—every tree; or, “ the sceptre of my son 
disdaineth every tree.” The sceptre of God’s Son 
is the reigning family of Israel, represented by 
Zedekiah and y Te princes. “ Every tree,” is put 
metaphorically for the princes of other kingdoms. 
These the king and princes of Jerusalem disdain, 
as not able to destroy the holy city. 

13. Because it is a trial—shall be no more ; 
or, “ Fora trial is made; and what if the disdain- 
ful sceptre,” that is, of Israel, “should be no more ?” 
The trial consists of God's judgments through Neb- 
uchadnezzar. 

16. One way or other ; the verse contains a com- 
mand to the sword to ravage in every direction. 

19. Appoint thee two ways; represent them 
by a picture or drawing. Compare chap. 4:1. 

hat the sword—may come; that is, it may 
come by either of these ways. One land; Baby- 
lon. Choose; more literally, “make,” that is, 
mark in the picture. At the head of the way to 
the city ; where the road to Jerusalem leaves that 
to Rabbath, both being the, same for a certain dis- 





tance from Babylon. The words intimate that 
Nebuchadnezzar shall first assail Jerusalem, after- 
wards Ammon. Compare ver. 28. 

20. May come ; may come to either city, ac- 
cording to the route upon which the king of Bab- 
ylon shall decide. 

21. To use divination ; for the purpose of 
determining which road he should take. Probably 
he was on his way to Egypt, and wished to take 
either Jerusalem or Rabbath on the road. Made 
his arrows bright; or, “shook his arrows ;” that 
is, in the urn, that when they flew out their direc- 
tion might decide his course. Looked in the 
liver ; a common mode of taking auguries. 

22. At his right hand was the divination 
for Jerusalem ; that.is, the lot which fell upon 
the right hand road, which led to Jerusalem. To 
appoint captains—to build a fort ; these words | 
give the result to Jerusalem of his decision. 

23. Unto them; to the people of Jerusalem. 
As a false divination ; they shall treat the re- 

rt of it as false. Oaths; of allegiance to the 

ing of Babylon. 2 Chron. 36:13. He will call; 
Nebuchadnezzar will call. The iniquity ; of the 
king and princes of Judah in adage, yal oath. 


Ammonites judged. 


sions are discovered, so that in “all your 
doings your sins do appear; because, I 
say, that ye are come to remembrance, 
ye shall be taken with the hand. 

25 F And thou, » profane wicked prince 
of Israel, whose “day is come, when ini- 
quity shall have an end, 

26 Thus saith the Lord Gop; Remove 
the diadem, and take off the crown: this 
shall not be the same: ‘exalt him that ts 
low, and abase him that ts high. 

27 [* will overturn, overturn, overturn 
it: and it shall be no more, until ® he come 
whose right itis; and I will give it him. 

28 Y And thou, son of man, prophesy 
and say, Thus saith the Lord Gop con- 
cerning the Ammonites, and concerning 
their reproach; evensay thou, Thesword, 
the sword is drawn; for the slaughter zt 
is furbished, to consume because of the 
glittering: 

29 While they see vanity unto thee, 
while they divine a he unto thee, to 
bring thee upon the necks of them that 
are slain, of the wicked, whose day is 
come, when their iniquity shall have an 
end. . 

30 Shallt I cause zt to return into his 
sheath? I will judge thee in the place 
where thou wast created, in the land of 
thy nativity. 

31 And I will pour out mine indignation 
upon thee; I will blow against thee in 
the fire of my wrath, and deliver thee 
into the hand of +brutish men, and skil- 
ful to destroy. 

32 Thou shalt be for fuel to the fire; 
thy blood shall be in the midst of the 
land; thou shalt be no more remembered: 
for | the Lorp have spoken zt. 


EZEKIEL XXII. 


Al catalogue of sins, 


CHAPTER XXII. 


1 A catalogue of sins in Jerusalem. 13 God will burn 
them as dross in his furnace. 23 The general cor- 
ruption of prophets, priests, princes, and people. 


OREOVER the word .of the Lorn 
came unto me, saying, 

2 Now, thou son of man, wilt thou 
judge, wilt thou judge the ! bloody city? 
yea, thou shalt *show her all her abom- 
inations. 

3 Then say thou, Thus saith ithe Lord 
Gop; The city sheddeth blood in the 
midst of it, that her time may come, and 
maketh idols against herself to defile 
herself. 

4 Thou art become guilty in thy ‘blood 
that thou hast shed; and hast defiled 
thyself in thine idols which thou hast 
made; and thou hast caused thy days to 
draw near, and art come even unto thy 
years: therefore have I made thee a re- 
proach unto the heathen, and a mocking 
to all countries. 

5 Those that be near, and those that be 
far from thee, shall mock thee, which art 
infamoust and much vexed. 

6 Behold, the princes of Israel, every 
one were in thee to their + power to shed 
blood. 

7 In thee have they set light by father 
and mother: in the midst of thee have 
they dealt by § oppression with the stran- 
ger: in thee*have they vexed the father- 
less and the widow. 

8 Thou hast despised my holy things, 
and hast profaned my sabbaths. 

9 In Sthee are men | that carry tales to 
shed blood: and in thee they eat upon 
the mountains: in the midst of thee they 
commit lewdness. 


A M. 3411, 
B. C. 593, 





a Isa. 64:6, b Jer, 52:2. echap. 17:19,24. d Lukel: 62, * Heb. 
Perverted, perverted, perverted, will Imakeit e Gen. 49; 10; Luke 
1:32,33. f Or, Cause it to. $ Or, burning. Q Or, plead for. 


|| Heb. city of bloods. * Heb. make her know; chap. 16:2. f 2 
Kings, 21:16. + Heb. polluted of name, much in vexation. f¢ Heb. 
arm. % Or, deceit. g chap. 18:6, etc. || Heb. of slanders. 





25. Prince of Israel; Zedekiah. When int- 
quity shall have an end ; literally, “in the time 
of the iniquity of the end ;” that is, iniquity which 
brings an end to his kingdom. 

26. This shall not be the same; this dignity 
shall not remain unchanged. 

27. He come whose right it is; the Messiah. 
Will give it; will give him the diadem and crown. 

er. 26. 

28. The Ammonites ; though for the present 
passed by, their turn will soon come. Thezr re- 
proach ; upon Jerusalem, over whose destruction 
they exulted. 

29. They see vanity; the false prophets of 
Ammon. Upon the necks of them that are 
slain ; to cause thee to lie prostrate upon them in 
death. This was the result to Ammon of their 
flatteries. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

6,7. God’s resources to bless and to curse are 
alike unlimited. When he draws his sword of 
vengeance against a people for their sins, resist- 
ance is vain, nor can any endure its terrible 


power. 
1024 





10. Sin has a dreadful power to blind men’s 
minds so that they fail to discern the approach of 
God's judgments, and are overtaken by them, hke 
the generation before the flood, in the midst of their 
mirth and revelry. 

18-24, God's providence extends to all events, so 
that nothing takes place except in accordance with 
his wise and holy counsels. Even the foolish divi- 
nations of heathen kings are so overruled by him, 
that through them he accomplishes his own pur- 
poses, whether of wrath or of mercy. 

27. God is in all the commotions and revolutions 
of the world, and through them he is steadily pre- 
paring the way for the universal dominion of his 
Son, to whom he has given all power in heaven and 
on earth. 

28-32. The punishment of sinners may be long 
delayed by the course of God’s providence ; but, if 
they persist in their transgressions, it will come at 
last with overwhelming power, and destroy them 
root and branch. Mal. 4:1. 


CHAPTER XXII. 
4. Thy days—thy years ; to be destroyed. 
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General corruption of 


4-M.301. 10 In thee have they discovered 
their fathers’ nakedness: in thee have 
they humbled her that was set apart for 
pollution. 

11 And *one hath committed abomi- 
nation with his neighbor’s wife; and 
another* hath tlewdly defiled his daugh- 
ter-in-law; and another in thee hath 
humbled his sister, his father’s daughter. 

12 In thee have they taken gifts to shed 
blood; thou hast taken usury and in- 
crease, and thou hast greedily gained of 
thy neighbors by extortion, and hast * for- 
gotten me, saith the Lord Gop. 

13 YJ Behold, therefore I have smitten 
my hand at thy dishonest gain which 
thou hast made, and at thy blood which 
hath been in the midst of thee. 

14 Can *thy heart endure, or can thy 
hands be strong, in the days that I shall 
deal with thee? I the Lorp have spoken 
at, and will do itt. 

15 And I will °seatter thee among the 
heathen, and disperse thee in the coun- 
tries, and will consume thy filthiness 
out of thee. 

16 And thou shalt ttake thine inherit- 
ance in thyself in the sight of the heathen, 
and thou shalt know that I am the Lorp. 

17 And the word of the Lorp came 
unto me, saying, 

18 Son of man, the house of Israel is to 
me become “dross: all they are brass, and 
tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst of the 
furnace; they are even the! dross of ‘silver. 

19 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Because ye are all become dross, behold, 
therefore I will gather you into the midst 
of Jerusalem. 

20 As! they gather silver, and brass, 
and iron, and lead, and tin, into the midst 
of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, 
to melt it ; §so will I gather you in mine 
anger and in my fury, and I will leave 
you there, and melt you. 

21 Yea, I will gather you, and blow 
upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye 
shall be melted in the midst thereof. 


EZEKIEL XXII. 


all orders of men. 


22 As silver is melted in the midst of 
the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the 
midst thereof; and ye shall know that 
I the Lorp have poured "out my fury 
upon you. 

23 §[ And the word of the Lorp came 
unto me, saying, 

24 Son of man, say unto her, Thou art 
the land that is not cleansed, nor rained 
upon in the day of indignation. 

25 There is aiconspiracy of her proph- 
ets in the midst thereof, like a roaring 
lion ravening the prey: they have de- 
voured /souls; they have ‘taken the 
treasure and precious things; they have 
made her many widows in the midst 
thereof. 

26 Her'priests have *violated my law, 
and have profaned my holy things: they 
have put no “difference between the holy 
and profane, neither have they showed 
difference between the unclean and the 
clean, and have hid their eyes from my 
sabbaths, and I am profaned among them. 

27 Her princes in the midst thereof are 
like wolves ravening the prey, to shed 
blood, and to destroy souls, to get dis- 
honest gain. 

28 And her prophets have daubed them 
with untempered mortar, seeing "vanity, 
and divining lies unto them, saying, Thus 
saith the Lord Gop, when the Lorp hath 
not spoken. 

29 The °people of the land have used 
oppression,! and exercised robbery, and 
have vexed the poor and needy: yea, 
they havePoppressed the stranger +wrong- 
fully. 

30 And I Ysought for a man among 
them, that should make up the hedge, 
and stand in the gap before me for the 
land, that I should not destroy it: but I 
found ‘none. 

31 Therefore have I poured out mine 
indignation upon them; [ have consumed 
them with the fire of my wrath: their 
own * way have! recompensed upon their 
heads, saith the Lord Gop. 





* Or, every une. f Or, by lewdness. a Deut. 32:18.  b chap. 
28:9; Job 9:4; Isa. 31:3. ¢ Deut. 4:27. dchap. 23:27. fOr, 


k chap. 34:3; Micah 3:11; Zeph. 3:3, 4. 1 Mal.2:7,8. * Heb. 
offer violence to; 2 Pet. 3:16. m Lev. 10:10. mo Lam, 2:14, 
o Jef. 5:26-31. f Or, deceit. p Ex.23:% 4 Heb, withoutright, 





be ‘aned. ¢ Psa, 119:119; Isa. 1:22, 26. Heb. drosses ; 
Jer. 6:30. fIsa.1:25. || Heb. According to the gathering of. | 4 Isa. 63:5. 1 Jer. 5:1. 8% Prov. 1:31. 
g Zech. 13:9. h chap. 20: 8,33. i Hosea6:9. j chap. 13: 18-20. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 


10. For pollution ; that is, on account of her 
uncleanness. Lev. 18:19. 
13. Smitten my hand; as a sign of indigna- 


on. 

16. Take thine inheritance ; the margin is to 
be preferred. 

18. Become dross; in my efforts to refine them 
I have found them to be only dross, and as dross I 
will consume them. 

28. Daubed them with untempered mortar ; 
see chap. 13: 10-16. 

20. Make up the hedge—stand in the gap; 
see note on chap 13:5. 





2. The messengers whom God sends to men must 
deal honestly with their consciences, not withhold- 
ing the truth through fear or favor, but faithfully 
setting forth before them all their sins. 

4. When we see a community giving itself up 
to the practice of iniquity of every kind without 
restraint, we may be certain, from the sure testi- 
mony of God, that its days of punishment are near. 

7. The oppression of the weak and defenceless 
is a most heinous sin. In the present catalogue 
God places it by the side of Sabbath-breaking, ex- 
tortion. bribery, murder, and a 


The adulteries of 


CHAPTER XXIII. 


1 The whoredoms of Aholah and Aholibah. 22 Aholi- 
bah is to be plagued by her lovers. 36 The prophet 
reproveth the adulteries of them both, 45 and showeth 
their judgments. 


HE word of the Lorp came again unto 
me, saying, 

2 Son of man, there were *two women, 
the daughters of one mother: 

3 And »they committed whoredoms in 
Egypt; they committed whoredoms in 
their “youth: there were their breasts 
pressed, and there they bruised the teats 
of their virginity. 

4 And the names of them were Aholah 
the elder, and Aholibah her sister: and 
they were mine, and they bare sons and 
daughters. Thus were their names; Sa- 
maria is *Aholah, and Jerusalem tAho- 
libah. 

5 And Aholah played the harlot when 
she was mine; and she doted on her 
lovers, on the ?Assyrians her neighbors. 

6 Which were clothed with blue, cap- 
tains and rulers, all of them desirable 
young men, horsemen riding upon horses. 

7 Thus she #committed her whoredoms 
with them, with all them that were the 
chosen’ men of Assyria, and with all 
on whom she doted: with all their idols 
she defiled herself. 

8 Neither left she her whoredoms 
brought from Egypt: for in her youth 
they lay with her, and they bruised the 
breasts of her virginity, and poured their 
whoredom upon her. 

9 Wherefore I have delivered her into 
the hand of “her lovers, into the hand of 
the Assyrians, upon whom she doted. 

10 These discovered her nakedness: 
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Aholah and Aholibah. 


they took her sons and her daugh- *,™74 
ters, and slew her with the sword: and 
she became || famous among women; for 
they had executed judgment upon her. 

11 And when her sister Aholibah saw 
this, she *was more‘ corrupt in her inordi- 
nate love than she, and in her whoredoms 
more than ther sister in her whoredoms. 

12 She doted upon the £ Assyrians her 
neighbors, captains and rulers clothed 
most gorgeously, horsemen riding upon 
horses, all of them desirable young men. 

13 Then I saw that she was defiled, 
that they took both one way. 

14 And that she increased her whore- 
doms: for when she saw men portrayed 
upon the ' wall, the images of the Chal- 
deans portrayed with vermilion, 

15 Girded with girdles upon their loins, 
exceeding in dyed attire upon their heads, 
all of them princes to look to, after the 
manner of the Babylonians of Chaldea, 
the land of their nativity: 

16 And #as soon as she saw ‘them with 
her eyes, she doted upon them, and sent 
messengers unto them into Chaldea. 

17 And the Babylonians came to her 
into the bed of love, and they defiled her 
with their whoredom, and she was pol- 
luted with them, and her mind was llalien- 
ated from them. 

18 So she discovered her whoredoms, 
and discovered her nakedness: then my 
mind was Jalienated from her, like as 
my mind was alienated from her sister. 

19 Yet she multiplied her whoredoms, 
in calling to remembrance the days of 
her youth, wherein she had played the 
harlot in the land of Egypt. 





a Jer. 3:7-11. b chap. 20:8; Lev. 17:7; Josh. 24:14. ¢ chap. 
16:8, etc. * Thatis, Her tent, or tabernacle. ~ Thats, My tab. 
ernacle in her; 1 Kings, 8:29. 4 2 Kings, 15:19; 16:7; 17:3; 
Hosea 8:9. + Heb. bestowed her whoredums upon. Q Heb. choice 
of the children of Asshur. e 2 Kings, 18:9-11, || Heb. a name. 


* Heb. corrupted her inordinate love more. {2Chron.33:9. + Heb. 
the whoredoms of her sister. g 2 Chron, 28:16. b chap. 8:10, 11. 
t Heb. at the sight of her eyes. i 2 Kings, 20: 12, ete. Heb, 
children of Babel. || Heb. loosed, or disjointed. ) Jer. 15:1. 





13-16. The curse of God rests upon wealth gain- 
ed by sinful practices. It brings upon its owners 
trouble and misery instead of profit in this life, and 
exposes them to his wrath in the life to come. 

17-22. When men grow worse instead of better 
under God’s chastisements, it is a token that they 
are reprobate, and that their destruction is nigh at 


hand. 

24-31. When wicked princes unite with wicked 
prophets and priests to spoil a nation and corrupt 
its faith and practice by false doctrines, ungodliness 
and iniquity will soon pervade the mass of the peo- 
ple, and they, with their rulers and teachers, will 
become like briers and thorns ready to be con- 
sumed by the fire of God's wrath. 


CHAPTER XXIil. 


In this chapter the adulteries of the two sisiers, 
Aholah and Aholibah, represent not only the idol- 
atrous practices which Samaria and Jerusalem bor- 
rowed from the heathen nations, but also, and espe- 
cially, their unlawful alliances with them ; for these 
were formed in an idolatrous spirit, and they led to 
literal idolatry. 

1026 





3. Committed whoredoms in Egypt; wor- 
shipped the gods of the Egyptians. 

4. Aholah ; that is, “her tent,” namely, that of 
Samaria. Aholidah ; that is,‘ my tent is in her.” 
The meaning is, that Samaria has her own idola- 
trous tabernacle, while God’s tabernacle is in Jeru- 
salem. Were mine; espoused to me, chap. 16:8. 

14. Portrayed upon the wall—with vermil- 
ion; these seem to have been the images of gods 
and deified heroes portrayed upon the walls of the 
Babylonian palaces. j 

16, 17. Sent messengers—the Babylonians 
came ; she introduced the worship of these Chal- 
dean deities into Jerusalem. Was alienated from 
them; the Chaldeans, whose idolatrous images 
she had learned to worship, became to her objects 
of terror and aversion when she turned from them 
to Egypt. 

19. Paling to remembrance the days of her 
youth ; remembering and renewing her early for- 
nications with the Egyptians. The prophet refers 
to the alliances which the Jews sought with the 
Egyptians against the power of the Chaldeans. 
See introductory note. 
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Judah and Samaria 
3.c'33' 20 For she doted upon their para- 
mours, whose flesh is as the flesh of asses, 
and whose issue ts like the issue of horses. 

21 Thus thou ealledst to remembrance 
the lewdness of thy youth, in bruising 
thy teats by the Egyptians for the paps 
of thy youth. . 

22 4 Therefore, O Aholibah, thus saith 
the Lord Gop; Behold, *I will raise up 
thy lovers against thee, from > whom thy 
mind is alienated, and I will bring them 
against thee on every ‘side; 

23 The Babylonians, and all the Chal- 
deans, ‘Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa, and 
all the Assyrians with them: all of them 
desirable young men, captains and rulers, 
great lords and renowned, all of them 
riding upon horses. 

24 And they shall come against thee 
with chariots, wagons, and wheels, and 
with an assembly of people, which shall 
set against thee buckler and shield and 
helmet round about: and I will set judg- 
ment before them, and they shall judge 
thee according to their judgments. 

25 And I will set my jealousy against 
thee, and they shall deal furiously ® with 
thee: they shall take away thy nose and 
thine ears; and thy remnant shall fall 
by the sword: they shall take thy sons 
and thy daughters; and thy residue shall 
be devoured by the fire. 

26 They‘ shall also strip thee out of thy 
clothes, and take away thy *fair jewels. 

27 Thus will I make thy lewdness to 
ceases from thee, and thy whoredom 
brought "from the land of Egypt: so that 
thou shalt not lift up thine eyes unto 
them, nor remember Egypt any more. 

28 For thus saith the Lord Gop; Be- 
hold, [ will deliver thee into the hand of 
them whom thou hatest, into the hand 
of them from whom ‘thy mind is alien- 
ated : 

29 And they shall deal with thee hate- 
fully, and shall take away all thy labor, 
and shall leave thee naked and bare: 
and the jnakedness of thy whoredoms 
shall be «discovered, both thy lewdness 
and thy whoredoms. 

30 I will do these things unto thee, 
because! thou hast gone a whoring after 
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reproved and judged. 


the heathen, and because thou art pol- 
luted with their idols. 

31 Thou hast walked in the way of thy 
sister; therefore will I give her cup ™into 
thy hand. 

32 Thus saith the Lord Gop; Thou 
shalt drink of thy sister’s cup deep and 
large: thou shalt be laughed to "scorn 
and had in derision ; it containeth much. 

33 Thou shalt be filled with drunken- 
ness and sorrow, with the cup of aston- 
ishment and desolation, with the cup of 
thy sister Samaria. , 

34 Thou shalt even °drink it and suck 
it out, and thou shalt break the sherds 
thereof, and pluck off thine own breasts: 
for I have spoken it, saith the Lord Gop. 

35 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Because thou hast? forgotten me, and 4east 
me behind thy back, therefore bear thou 
also thy lewdness and thy whoredoms. 

36 §] The Lorp said moreover unto me; 
Son of man, wilt thou judge Aholah 
and Aholibah? yea, ‘declare unto them 
their abominations ; 

37 That they have committed adultery, 
and *blood zs in their hands, and with 
their idols have they committed adultery, 
and have also tcaused their sons, whom 
they bare unto me, to pass for them 
through the fire, to devour them. 

38 Moreover this they have done unto 
me: they have defiled my "sanctuary in 
the same day, and have profaned my 
sabbaths. 

39 For when they had slain their chil- 
dren to their idols, then they came the 
same day into my sanctuary to profane 
it; and lo, thus have they done in the 
midst of *my house. 

40 And furthermore, that ye have sent 
for men + to come from far, Yunto whom 
a messenger was sent; and lo, they came: 
for whom thou didst wash thyself, *paint- 
edst thy eyes, and deckedst thyself with 
ornaments, 

41 And satest upon a ! stately ¥ bed, and 
a table prepared before it, whereupon thou 
hast set mine *incense and mine oil. 

42 And a voice of a multitude being 
at ease was with her; and with the men 
of the *common sort were brought || Sa- 





a Jer. 11:11,12. b2Sam.13:15, ¢ Lam.1:3. d Jer, 50:21, 
e Jer. 52:6,etc, f Isa. 39:4-7. * Heb. instruments of thy deck 
ing. g chap. 16:41; 22:15, bver.3,19. iver.17. j Lam.1:8. 
k1Tim.5:24. 1 ry 6:9, m Jer, 25:15,etc. mn chap. 22:4, 
5,etc. o Psa. 75:8; Isa. 51:17. p Deut. 8:11, 14; Jer. 13:25. 


q 1 Kings, 14:9; Neh, 9:26. f Or, plead for. r chap, 20:4. 

s Hosea 4:2, t Psa. 106:37. u chap. 5:11. v 2 Kings, 21:4, 7. 
Heb. coming. w Isa. 57:9. x 2 Kings, 9:30; Jer. 4:30. 

; Heb. honorable. y Amos2:8 2 Prov. 7:17; Hosea 2:8. 
Heb. multitude of men, || Or, drunkards. 





32. Thy sister's cup; cup of my wrath which 
she has drunk. 

34. Break ; here in the sense of gnawing, as a 
wild beast a bone. Pluck off thine own breasts ; 
tear them, from anguish and madness. 


40. Sent for men to come from | labman 
0 


thyself; made friendship with 


reigners, and 
adopted their idolatrous practices. 





41. Bed; here a couch for reclining at meals. 
A table prepared before it ; this table was spread 
in honor of the idols worshipped, and afterwards 
the worshippers feasted upon its: provisions. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 
For instructions on this chapter the reader is 
referred to those on the sixteenth, the contents of 
which are very similar. 
1027 


Irrevocable doom 


beans from the wilderness, which put 
bracelets upon their hands, and beautiful 
crowns upon their heads. 

43 Then said I unto her that was old in 
adulteries, Will they now commit *whore- 
doms with her, and she with them? 

44 Yet they went in unto her, as they 
go in unto a woman that *playeth the 
harlot : so went they in unto Aholah and 
unto Aholibah, the lewd women. 

45 J And the righteous men, they shall 
judge them after the manner of adulter- 
esses, and after the manner of women 
that shed blood; because they are adul- 
teresses, and blood 7s in their hands. 

46 For thus saith the Lord Gop; ‘I 
will bring up a company upon them, and 
will give them tto be ¢removed and 
spoiled.® 

47 And the company shall stone them 
with stones, and #dispatch them with 
their swords; they shall ‘slay their sons 
and their daughters, and burn up their 
houses with fire. 

48 Thus will I cause lewdness to cease 
out® of the land, "that all women may 
be taught not to do after your lewdness. 

49 And they shall recompense your 
lewdness upon you, and ye shall ‘bear 
the sins of your idols: and ye shall 
know that I am the Lord Gop. 


CHAP YT Bit, EV: 


1 Under the parable of a boiling pot, 6 is shown the 
irrevocable destruction of Jerusalem. 15 By the sign 
of Ezekiel not mourning for the death of his wife, 
19 is shown the calamity of the Jews to be beyond 
all sorrow. 


GAIN in the ninth year, in the tenth 

month, in the tenth day of the month, 
the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
saying, 

2 Son of man, write thee the name of 
the day, even of this same day: the king 
of Babylon set himself against Jerusalem 
this Jsame day. 

3 And utter a parable unto the rebel- 
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of Jerusalem. 


lious house, and say unto them, *3M:°) 


Thus saith the Lord Gop; Set on a * pot, 
set it on, and also pour water into it: 

4 Gather the pieces thereof into it, even 
every good piece, the thigh, and the 
shoulder ; fill zt with the choice bones. 

5 Take the choice of the flock, and 
burn § also the bones under it, and make 
it boil well, and let them seethe the 
bones of it therein. 

6 § Wherefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Woe to the bloody city, to the pot whose 
scum is therein, and whose 'scum is not 
zone out of it! bring it out piece by 
piece; let no ™lot fall upon it. 

7 For her blood is in the midst of her; 
she set it upon the top of a rock; she 
poured it not upon the "ground, to cover 
it with dust; 

8 That it might °cause fury to come 
up to take vengeance; I have set her 
blood upon the top of a rock, that it 
should not be covered. 

9 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gon; 
Woe to the Pbloody city! I will even 
make the pile for fire great. 

10 Heap on 4wood, kindle the fire, con- 
sume the flesh, and spice it well, and let 
the bones be burned. 

11 Then set it empty upon the coals 
thereof, that the brass of it may be hot, 
and may burn, and that ‘the filthiness of 
it may be molten in it, that the scum of 
it may be consumed. 

12 She hath *wearied herself with lies, 
and her great scum went not forth out of 
her: her scum shall be in the fire. 

13 In thy filthiness zs lewdness: be- 
cause I have purged thee, and thou wast 
nott purged, thou shalt not be purged 
from thy filthiness any more, till I have 
caused my fury to "rest upon thee. 

14 I the Lorn have spoken zt: it shall 
come to pass, and I will do zt; IY will 
not go back, neither will I spare, neither 
will I repent; according to thy ways, 








* Heb. her whoredoms. a Jer. 3:1, 6, 8; Hosea2:5. b Psa, 
149:5-9; Mat. 19:28; 1 Cor.6:2; Rev. 20:4, ¢ chap, 16: 40, 
etc. ft Heb. fora removing and spoil, 4 Isa, 6:11,12. © Jer. 
4:13,30. + Or, single them out. f chap. 24:21; 2 Chron, 36:17, 
19. gver.27, bh Deut. 13:1]; 2Pet.2:6. i Num. 14:34; 18:23; 


Isa. 53:11; 1 Pet.2:24. j2 Kings,25:1; Jer.39:1; 52:4. k Jer. 
1:13. % Or, heap. 1 Prov.30:12. m2Sam, 8:2. 0 Lev,17:13. 
o Gen. 4:10. p Nahum3:]. 4q Rom. 2:5, r chap, 22:15, 
s Isa. 44:20. t Rev.2:21,22. u chap. 5:13; 8:18; 16:42. 
vl -Samielo:: 29, 





CHAPTER XXIV. 

2. Set himself against Jerusalem ; by lay- 
ing siege to it. This was made known to the 
prophet in captivity by immediate revelation. He 
writes the name of the day in the presence of the 
people, as a testimony to them when they shall 
hear of the event by human report. 

3-5. Set on a pot —seethe the bones ; the pot 
is Jerusalem, the pieces in it are the inhabitants, 
and the fire under it is God’s wrath. 

6. Scwm; rather, filth, adhering to the pot itself, 
as is plain from verse 11, polluting it, and all in it. 
Bring it out; the flesh. This signifies the re- 
moval of the people from Jerusalem by death and 
ac eli no lot fall upon it; lot to deter- 

2 





mine who shall be destroyed, and who saved: the 
meaning is, that all shall perish without distine- 
tion. 

1. Her blood ; the blood which she has shed. 
Set it upon the top of a rock; shed it in the 
most open way. 

8. I have set—not be covered; as she has shed 
blood openly, God will avenge it openly. 

10. Spice it well; some prefer to render, “ stir 
it well.” ea 

12. Went not forth ; the fire described in the 
preceding verse failed to cleanse it. Her scum 
shall be in the fire ; the fire shall not remove it. 

13. Purged thee; that is, assayed to purge 
thee. 


em 
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Death of the 


fice.” and according to thy doings, shall 
they judge thee, saith the Lord Gop. 

15 §[ Also the word of the Lorp came 
unto me, saying, 

16 Son of man, behold, I *take away from 
thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke: 
yet neither shalt *thou mourn nor weep, 
neither shall thy tears *run down. 

17 Forbeart to cry,“make no mourning 
for the dead, ‘bind the tire of thy head 
upon thee, and put on thy shoes upon 
thy feet, and cover not thy #lips, and eat 
not the bread of men. 

18 Sol spake unto the people in the morn- 
ing: and ateven* my wife died; and I did 
in the morning as I was commanded. 

19 §{ And the people said unto me, Wilt 
thou not tell us what these things are to 
us, that thou doest so 2 

20 Then [answered them, The word of 
the Lorp came unto me, saying, 

21 Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus 
saith the Lord Gon; Behold, I will ‘pro- 
fane my sanctuary, the fexcellency of 
your strength, the "desire of your eyes, 
and $that which your soul pitieth; and 
your sons and your daughters whom ye 
have left shall fall ‘by the sword. 

22 And ye shall do as I have done: ye 
shall not /cover your lips, nor ‘eat the 
bread of men. 
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23 And your tires shall be upon your. 


heads, and your shoes upon your feet: 
ye shall not mourn 'nor weep; but ye 


shall "pine away for your iniquities, | 


and mourn one toward another. 
24 Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: 





a Job1:21. b Isa.67:1. * Heb. gv. + Heb. Be silent; Psa. 
39:9. ¢ Jer. 16:5-7, d Lev.10;6; 21:10. $ Heb. upper lip; 
and so ver. 22; Lev. 13:45; Micah3:7. e Psa. 90:5,6. f 1 
Kings, 9:8; Jer.7:14; Lam. 1:9,10. g Psa. 48:1-3. bh Psa. 


27:4; 84:2,10. Q Heb. the pity of your soul. 


i 2 Chron. 36; 17. 





17. Tire; that is, turban. This and the shoes 
were laid aside in mourning. Lips; or beard, as 
the word is rendered, 2 Sam. 19:24. This was 
covered as a sign of mourning. The bread of 
men ; of common men, that is, coarse bread, as in 
a time of mourning. 

21. Pitteth ; here in the sense of loveth with 
tenderness. : 

22, 23. Shall not cover—shall not mourn ; 
the calamity will be so general and overwhelming, 


that all the customary signs of mourning will be. 


omitted. 

26. To hear it; the desolation which I have 
made in Jerusalem: this expresses the certainty of 
the event in God’s purpose. 

27. Be opened—be no more dumb; Ezekiel 
now closes, by divine direction, his prophecies to 
his own people till the capture of Jerusalem shall 
be reported to him, chap. 33:21, 22. His inter- 
vening prophecies were directed against the Gen- 


tiles. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 
7, 8. God will make the punishment of bold 
transgressors as conspicuous as their crimes. 
9-13. No amount of suffering inflicted upon 
transgressors is sufficient of itself to remove the 





prophet’s wife. 


according to all that he hath done shall 
ye do: and when "this cometh, ye shall 
know that I am the Lord Gop. 

25 Also, thou son of man, shall it not 
be in the day when I take from them 
their °strength, the joy of their glory, 
the desire of their eyes, and !! that where- 
upon they set their minds, their sons and 
their daughters, 

26 That he that escapeth in that day 
shall come unto thee, to cause thee to 
hear zt with thine ears? 

27 In that Pday shall thy mouth be 
opened to him which is escaped, and 
thou shalt speak, and be no more dumb; 
and thou shalt be a sign unto them: and 
they shall know that I am the Lorp. 


CHAPTER: XA. 


1 God's vengeance, for their insolency against the Jews, 
upon the Ammonites; 8 upon Moab and Seir; 12 
upon Edom, 15 and upon the Philistines. 


HE word of the Lorp came again 
unto me, saying, 

2 Son of man, set thy face against the 
Ammonites, 4and prophesy against them; 

3 And say unto the Ammonites, Hear 
the word of the Lord Gop: Thus saith 
the Lord Gop; "Because thou saidst, 
Aha, against my sanctuary, when it was 
profaned; and against the land of Israel, 
when it was desolate; and against the 
house of Judah, when they went into 
captivity ; 

4 Behold, therefore I will deliver thee 
to the *men of the east for a possession, 
and they shall set their palaces in thee, 
and make their dwellings in thee: they 


j Jer. 16:6, 7. 


7 &k Lam. 4:10. | Psa. 78:64. m GAD, 33 7 1O.uLs 
Lev. 26:39, o John 14:29. 0 ver. 21. || Heb. the lifting up of 
their soul. p chap.33:21, etc. 4q chap. 21 : 28-32 ; Jer. 49: tL ete.s 
Amos 1:13-15; Zeph. 2:9-11. F chap. 26:2, etc. ; Psa. 70:2,3; 


Prov. 17:5; 24:17, 18. * Heb. children. 


desperate wickedness of the human heart. Though 
God send upon them judgment after judgment, 
they will still continue to rebel against him. The 
power of his Spirit alone can change the heart of 
stone to flesh and purify the inner man. 

16. God sometimes inflicts upon his most faith- 
ful servants great sufferings for the instruction of 
others. 

17, 18. The interests of truth often require us to 
suppress those outward signs of grief which would 
be in other circumstances right and proper. 

23. Public calamity, long continued and general, 
has a tendency to harden the feelings of wicked 
men, so that they omit the customary expressions 
of grief and sympathy, and ae away in sullen 
despair. From so dreadful a chastisement let every 
community seek deliverance from God by earnest 
prayer joined with hearty repentance. 


CHAPTER XXV. 


The four nations mentioned in this chapter all 
lay on the borders of Grod’s covenant people; they 
had been from the beginning their enemies, and 
now exulted in their captivity. 

4. The men of the east ; the Arabian tribes of 
the desert which lay east and sontit Palestine. 
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The Ammonites, Moab, 


shall eat thy fruit, and they shall drink 
thy milk. ; 

5 And I will make Rabbah a stable for 
camels, and the Ammonites a couching 
place for flocks: *and ye shall know that 
I am the Lorp. 

6 For thus saith the Lord Gop; Be- 
cause thou hast clapped thy *hands, and 
stamped with the 7 feet, and rejoiced in 
heart? with all thy despite against the 
land of Israel ; 

7 Behold, therefore I will stretch out 
my hand upon thee, and will deliver 
thee for $a spoil to the heathen; and I 
will cut thee off from the people, and I 
will cause thee to perish out of the coun- 
tries: I will destroy thee; and thou shalt 
know that I am the Lorp. 

8 { Thus saith the Lord Gop; Because 
that 'Moab and Seir do say, Behold, 
the house of Judah zs like unto all the 
heathen ; 

9 Therefore, behold, I will open the 
side || of Moab from the cities, from his 
cities which are on his frontiers, the glory 
of the country, Beth-jeshimoth, Baal- 
meon, and Kiriathaim, 

10 Unto the men of the east *with the 
Ammonites, and will give them in pos- 
session, that the Ammonites may not be 
remembered among the nations. 

11 And I will execute judgments upon 
Moab ; and they shall know that I am 
the Lorp. 

12 4] Thus saith the Lord Gop; Because 
that Edom‘ hath dealt against the house 
of Judah by t taking vengeance, and hath 
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and Edom threatened. 


greatly offended, and revenged “,%;°4- 
himself upon them ; 

13 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
I will also stretch out my hand upon 
Edom, and will cut off man and beast 
from it; and [ will make it desolate from 
Teman; and #they of Dedan shall fall 
by the sword. 

14 And I will lay my vengeance upon 
Edom by the hand of my people Israel : 
and they shall do in Edom according to 
mine anger and according to my fury; 
and they shall know my vengeance, saith 
the Lord Gop. 

15 4[ Thus saith the Lord Gop; Because 
the Philistines have dealt by revenge, and 
have taken vengeance with a despiteful 
heart, to destroy zt §for the old hatred ; 

16 Therefore thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, I will stretch out my hand upon 
the Philistines, and I will cut off the 
Cherethim, and destroy the remnant of 
the |! sea-coast. 

17 And I will execute great *vengeance 
upon them with furious rebukes; and 
they shall know that I am the Lorn, when 
I shall lay my vengeance upon them. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


1 Tyrus, for insulting against Jerusalem, is threat- 
ened. 7 The power of Nebuchadrezzar against her. 
2 oe mourning and astonishnient of the sea at 

er fall. 


ND it came to pass in the eleventh 
year, in the first day of the month, 
that the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
saying, 
2 Sonof man, because that¢Tyrus hath 





a chap. 35:9. * Heb. hand. + Heb. foot. $ Heb. soul. @ Or, | shall fall by the sword unto Dedan. @ Or, with perpetual. |} Or, 
meat. » Isa. chap. 15,16; Jer. 48:1, etc.; Amos 2,1-3. || Heb. | haven of the sea, * Heb vengeances. 4 chap. 27,28; Isa. 23:1, 
shoulder, * Or, against the children of Ammon, ce 2 Chron, | etc.; Jer. 25:22 ; 47:4; Amos 1:9, 10; Zech.9: 3, 4. 

O8 lyase Obad. 10s-etc. = 7 -Heb ging 1 9 FOr, 








3d. Rabbah ; the same as “ Rabbath of the Am- 
monites,” chap. 21:20, in the mountainous region 
east of the Jordan. Its ruins are used by the 
Arabs at the present time as a lodging-place for 
camels. 

8. And Seir; he first mentions the common 
sin of Moab and Seir, or Edom, and then utters a 
separate prophecy against each. Like unto all 
the heathen ; has perished like all the other na- 
tions, notwithstanding the peculiar protection of 
Jehovah which it enjoyed. Thus they reproach 
the God of Israel. 

9. Iwill open—Kiriathaim ; render, ‘I will 
open the side of Moab in the region of the cities, of 
the cities on his frontier, which are the glory of 
the country; namely, Beth-jeshimoth,” ete. The 
three places named all lay on the northern fron- 
tier of Moab, north of the Arnon. This region 
has been from ancient times a celebrated pasture- 
ground. 

10. Weth the Ammonites ; that is, at the same 
time that I open the country of the Ammonites to 
the men of the east, I will also open to them the 
land of the Moabites. 

13. Teman ; a district of Edom on the south- 
east. Of Dedan ; better, as the margin, “ unto 
Dedan.” This was apparently on the north-east of 
Edom. There was, as is generally thought, an- 
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other Dedan on or near the Persian gulf, mentioned 
below, chap. 27: 15. 

16. The Cherethim; another name for the 
Philistines. Compare 1 Sam. 30:14-16. The 
remnant of the sea-coast; the Philistines lay 
along the sea-coast at the south-west of Palestine. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3-7. They who exult with malicious joy over 
the calamities of others, will soon be compelled to 
mourn and weep over their own calamities. Prov. 
LP 35 pet oly. 18; 

8-11. God is jealous for his own glory. He 


‘will not give over his people to final weakness and 


ruin; but will in due time appear for their deliv- 
erance, and the destruction of those who have re- 
joiced in their humiliation. 

12-17. Hatred and revenge are at all times hei- 
nous sins, which provoke God to wrath; but they 
are peculiarly offensive to him when exercised tow- 
ards others in times of deep distress. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


2. Tyrus ; the celebrated emporium of ancient 
Phenicia. It was originally a long rocky island, 
parallel to the shore of the Mediterranean, and less 
than half a mile distant from it. When Alex- 
ander the Great besieged it he extended a cause- 
way to it, and thus made it a peninsula. 
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Tyre threatened. 


bea. Said against Jerusalem, *Aha, she 


is broken that was the gates of the people; 
she is turned unto me; I shall be replen- 
ished, now she is laid waste: 

3 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Behold, I am against thee, O Tyrus, and 
will cause many nations to come up 
against thee, as the sea °causeth his 
Waves to come up. 

4 And they shall destroy the walls of 
Tyrus, and break down her towers: I 
will also scrape her dust from her, and 
make her like the top of a rock. 

5 It shall be a place for the spreading 
of nets in ?the midst of the sea; for | 
have spoken zt, saith the Lord Gop: and 
it shall become a spoil to the nations. 

6 And her daughters which are in the 
field shall be slain by the sword; and 
they shall know that I am the Lorn. 

7 { For thus saith the Lord Gop; Be- 
hold, I will bring upon Tyrus Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon, a°king of kings, 
from the north, with horses, and with 
chariots, and with horsemen, and compa- 
nies, and much people. 

8 He shall slay with the sword thy 
daughters in the field: and he shall make 
a ‘fort against thee, and *cast a mount 
against thee, and lift up the buckler 
against thee. 

9 And he shall set engines of war against 
thy walls, and with his axes he shall 
break down thy towers. 

10 By reason of the abundance of his 
horses their dust shall cover thee: thy 
walls shall shake at the noise of the 
horsemen, and of the wheels, and of the 
chariots, when he shall enter into thy 
gates, fas men enter into a city wherein 


' is made a breach. 


11 With the hoofs of his horses shall he 
tread down all thy streets: he shall slay 
thy people by the sword, and thy strong 
garrisons shall go §down to the ground. 

12 And they shall make a spoil of thy 

a chap. 25:3; Psa, 36:21. > chap. 38:3. eIsa.f:30, d chap. 
27:32. e Ezra7:12; Dan. 2:37. f chap. 21:22. * Or, pour 
out the engine of shot. + Heb. according to the enterings of a city 


broken up. & Isa. 26:5. t Heb. thy houses of thy desire. 
h Isa, 24:8,93; Jer.16:9. i Job 40:8; Isa. 14:27. § chap 
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Her fall lamented. 


/ 
riches, and make a prey of thy merchan- 
dise: and they shall break down thy walls, 
and destroy #thy pleasant houses: and they 
Shall lay thy stones and thy timber and 
thy dust in the midst of the water. 

13 And "I will cause the noise of thy 
songs to cease; and the sound of thy 
harps shall be no more heard. 

14 And I will make thee like the top of 
a rock: thou shalt be a place to spread 
nets upon; thou shalt be built no more: 
for ‘the Lorp have spoken it, saith the 
Lord Gop. 

15 {| Thus saith the Lord Gop to Tyrus; 
Shall not the isles shake at the/sound of 
thy fall, when the wounded ery, when the 
slaughter is made in the midst of thee 2 

16 Then all the princes of the sea shall 
come down from their thrones, and lay 
away* their robes, and put off their broid- 
ered garments: they shall clothe them- 
selves with ' trembling; they shall sit 
upon the 'ground, and shall ™tremble 
at every moment, and be "astonished at 
thee. 

17 And they shall take up a °lamen- 
tation for thee, and say to thee, How art 
thou destroyed, that wast inhabited of 
seafaring! men, the renowned city. which 
wast strong in the sea, she and her in- 
habitants, which cause their terror to be 
on all that haunt it! 

18 Now shall thePisles tremble in the day 
of thy fall; yea, the isles that are in the 
sea shall be troubled at thy departure. 

19 For thus saith the Lord Gop; When 
I shall make thee a desolate city, like 
the cities that are not inhabited; when 
I shall bring up the deep upon thee, and 
great waters shall cover thee ; 

20 When I shall bring thee down with 
them that Idescend into the pit, with 
the people of old time, and shall set thee 
in the low parts of the earth, in places 
desolate of old, with them that go down 
to the pit, that thou be not inhabited ; 


31:16; Jer. 49:21, k Jonah3:6,  @ Heb. tremblings 1 Joh 


2:13. m chap. 32:10. mn chap. 27:35. o Rev. 18:4. || Heb, 
the seas. p ver. 15. @ chap, 32:18, 24; Num. 16:30, 33; 
Psa, 28:1. 





7. Nebuchadrezzar; he besieged Tyre for 
thirteen years. 

8. Thy daughters in the field; the cities de- 
pendent upon Tyre. 

lt. Like the top of a rock—a place to spread 
nets; the present condition of Tyre answers ex- 
actly to this description. Nebuchadnezzar's as- 
sault was followed by a series of other calamities, 
which finally reduced it to utter desolation. 

16. All the princes of the sea ; the princes of 
the colonies founded by Tyre, and enriched by her 
merchandise, seem to be especially intended. See 
note on Isa. 23:8. 

(19. Bring up the deep upon thee ; the mean- 
ing is, that God will destroy her as by a deluge. 

e need not interpret these words altogether in a 





literal sense, yet it is remarkable that the western 
coast of the peninsula of Tyre is strewed with the 
ruins of the ancient city lying beneath the waves. 

20. Shall bring thee down—into the pit ; Tyre 
is represented as descending like an individual to 
the regions of the dead. The low parts—places 
desolate of old ; a poetic description of the abode 
of the dead, as one of darkness and desolation. 
Compare Job 10: 21, 22.. Set glory; make Jeru- 
salem again an ornament and a praise. 

INSTRUCTIONS. : 

2. It is unlawful for us to seek our own aggran- 
dizement by the ruin of our neighbors, or to rejoice 
in the calamities which befall others, because they 
bring profit to ourselves. 

5. the wonderful accuracy = Me the an-' 

03 


The riches and 


and I shall set glory in the land of the 
living ; 

21 1? will make thee a *terror, and thou 
shalt be no more: » though thou be sought 
for, yet shalt thou never be found again, 
saith the Lord Gop. 


CHAPTER XXVII. 


1 The rich supply of Tyrus. 26 The great and unre- 
coverable fall thereof, 
HE word of the Lorp came again unto 
me, saying, 

2 Now, thou son of man, take up a 
lamentation® for Tyrus ; 

3 And say unto Tyrus, O thou that art 
situate at the entry of the sea, which art 
a ‘merchant of the people for many isles, 
Thus saith the Lord Gop; O Tyrus, thou 
hast said, I am tof perfect beauty. 

4 Thy borders are in the # midst of the 
seas, thy builders have perfected thy 
beauty. 

5 They have §made all thy shzp-boards 
of fir-trees of °Senir: they have taken 
cedars from Lebanon to make masts for 
thee. 

6 Of the foaks of Bashan have they 
made thine oars; ‘ithe *company of the 
Ashurites have made thy benches of ivo- 
ry, brought out of the isles of €Chittim. 

7 Fine linen with broidered work from 
Egypt was that which thou spreadest 
forth to be thy sail; tblue and purple 
from the isles of Elishah was that which 
covered thee. 

8 The inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad 
were thy mariners: thy wise men, O Ty- 
rus, that were in thee, were thy pilots. 

9 The ancients of »Gebal and the wise 


EZEKIEL XXVII. 


commerce of Tyre. 


men thereof were in thee thy tealk- *y%72v 
ers: all the ships of the sea with their 
mariners were in thee to occupy thy mer- 
chandise. , 

10 They of ‘Persia and of Lud and of 
Phut were in thine army, thy men of 
war;i they hanged the shield and hel- 
met in thee; they set forth thy comeli- 
ness. 

11 The men of Arvad with thine army 
were upon thy walls round about, and 
the Gammadim were in thy towers: they 
hanged their shields upon thy walls 
round about; they have made thy beauty 
perfect. 

12 Tarshish* was thy merchant by rea- 
son of the multitude of all kind of riches; 
with silver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded 
in thy fairs. 

13 Javan,' Tubal, and Meshech, they 
were thy merchants: they traded the ™per- 
sons of men and vessels of brass in thy 
market.$ 

14 They of the house of "Togarmah 
traded in thy fairs with horses and horse- 
men and mules. 

15 The men of Dedan were thy mer- 
chants ; many isles were the merchandise 
of thy hand: they brought thee for a 
present, horns of °ivory and ebony. 

16 Syria was thy merchant by reason 
of the multitude of the wares of thy 
making: they occupied in thy fairs with 
emeralds, purple, and broidered work, 
and fine linen, and coral, and *agate. 

17 Judah, and the land of Israel, they 
were thy merchants: they P traded in thy 
market wheat of 71Minnith and Pannag, 
and honey, and oil, and t balm.* 





a chap. 28:19, * Heb. terrors, b Psa. 37:36, ¢ chap, 26:17. 
d Isa. 23:3,ete. +t Heb. perfect of. $ Heb. heart. Q Heb. 
built, e Deut.3:9.  f Isa. 2:13; Zech. 11:2. _ [f Or, they 
have made thy hatches of ivory well trodden. * Heb. daugh- 
ten. £70 eY, 2/210; Or, purple and scarlet. bh Psa, 83: 7. 


$ Or, stoppers of chinks; Heb, strengtheners, i chap. 38:5. 
j Jer. 46:4. k 2 Chron. 20:36. 1 Gen. 10:2, etc, m Rev, 18:13. 
@ Or, merchandise. © chap. 38: 6. | 
thy works, * Heb. chrysoprase. p 1 Kings, 5:9, 11; Ezra 3:7; 
Acts 12:20. q Judg. 11:33. f Or, rosin, r Jer. 8:22. 





cient Pace of Judah foretold the present condi- 
tion of cities and empires that were then great and 
powerful, is a sure proof that they spoke not of 
themselves, but as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. 

7-14. God makes use of the agency of wicked 
as well as of good men for the accomplishment of 
his purposes, and when he has any work for man 
to perform, he gives him strength and resources 
sufficient for its execution. 

15-21. By his great and mighty judgments God 
_ is continually humbling haughty and strong na- 
tions, and all who put their trust in them; and 
teaching the world that he reigns supreme over all 
men, and that in himself alone are to be found 
prosperity and salvation. 


CHAPTER XXVII. 


In this chapter the countries that have traded 
with Tyre and been enriched by her are enumer- 
ated, with their various articles of merchandise, 
ver. 1-25; then their terror and distress for her 
destruction are described, ver. 26-36. 

6. Tie company of the Ashurites—tvory ; 





rather, “They have made thy benches of ivory 
inlaid in box.” See the margin. The isles of 
Chittim ; Cyprus with the adjacent islands and 
coasts. Gen. 10:4. 

7. The isles of Elishah ; the southern penin- 
sula of Greece with its adjacent islands. 

8. Arvad; a small rocky island of the Mediter- 
ranean north of Tripolis, and about two miles from 
the shore. 

9. Gebal; a city and district of Phenicia on 
the shore of the Mediterranean under mount Leb- 


anon. 

10. Lad—Phut ; African tribes. 

12. Tarshish ; see note on Isa. 23:1. 

13. Javan ; Ionia, and in a more general sense, 
Greece. Tubal and Meshech; between the 
Black sea and the Caspian. This region has’ al- 
ways been celebrated for its trade in slaves. . 

14. Togarmah ; probably Armenia. f 

15. Dedan; probably an island of the Persian 
gulf. Horns of ivory; that is, tusks of elephant, 
so called from their resemblance to horns. 

17. Minnith; a city on the borders of the Am- 
monites, Judg. 11: 33. : 




















Her dreadful and 


boas 18 Damascus was thy merchant 


in the multitude of the wares of thy mak- 
ing, for the multitude of all riches; in 
the wine of Helbon, and white wool. 

19 Dan also and Javan *going to and 
fro occupied in thy fairs: bright iron, 
cassia, and calamus, were in thy market. 

20 Dedan* was thy merchant in t pre- 
cious cloths for chariots. 

21 Arabia, and all the princes of > Ke- 
dar, they occupied with thee in lambs, 
and rams, and goats: in these were they 
thy merchants. 

22 The merchants of °Sheba and Raa- 
mah, they were thy merchants: they occu- 
' pied in thy fairs with chief of all spices, 
and with all precious stones, and gold. 

23 Haran,’ and Canneh, and Eden, the 
merchants of Sheba, Asshur, and Chil- 
mad, were thy merchants. 

24 These were thy merchants in $all 
sorts of things, in 'iblue clothes, and 
broidered work, and in chests of rich 
apparel, bound with cords, and made of 
cedar, among thy merchandise. 

25 The *ships of Tarshish did sing of 
thee in thy market: and thou wast re- 
plenished, and made very glorious in the 
midst of the seas. 

26 {| Thy rowers have brought thee 
into great waters: the east wind ‘hath 
broken thee in the *midst of the seas. 

27 Thy £riches, and thy fairs, thy mer- 
chandise, thy mariners, and thy pilots, 
thy calkers, and the occupiers of thy mer- 
chandise, and all thy men of war, that are 
in thee, tand in all thy company which 
zs in the + midst of thee, shall fall into the 
midst of the seas in the day of thy ruin. 

28 The Ssuburbs shall shake at the 
sound of the cry of thy pilots. 

29 And all that handle the oar, the 
mariners, and all the pilots of the sea, 
shall come down from their ships, they 
shall stand upon the land ; 

30 And shall cause their voice to be 
heard against thee, and shall "cry bitterly, 


EZEKIEL XXVIII. 


irrecoverable fall. 


and shall cast up dust upon their heads, 
they shall wallow themselves in the'‘ashes: 

31 And they shall make themselves ut- 
terly ‘bald for thee, and gird them with 
sackcloth,* and they shall weep for thee 
with bitterness of heart and bitter wailing. 

32 And in their wailing they shall take 
up a lamentation for thee, and lament over 
thee, saying, What city is like Tyrus, like 
the destroyed in the midst of the sea? 

33 When thy wares went forth out of 
the seas, thou filledst many people; thou 
didst enrich the kings of the earth with 
the 'multitude of thy riches and of thy 
merchandise. 

34 In the time when thou shalt be bro- 
ken by the seas in the depths of the wa- 
ters, thy merchandise and all thy com- 
pany in the midst of thee shall fall. 

35 All the inhabitants of the isles shall 
be astonished at thee, and their kings 
shall be sore afraid,-they shall be troub- 
led in their countenance. 

36 The merchants among the people 
shall ™hiss at thee; thou shalt be a | ter- 
ror," and *never shalt be any more. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 


1 God’s judgment upon the prince of Tyrus for his sac- 
rilegious pride. 11 A lamentation of his great glory 
corrupted by sin. 20 The judgment of Zidon. 24 
‘The restoration of Israel. 


[T\HE word of the Lorp came again 
unto me, saying, 

2 Son of man, say unto the prince of 
Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord Gop; Be- 
cause thy heart is °lifted up, and thou 
hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of 
God, in the fmidst of the seas; Pyet thou 
art a man, and not God, though thou set 
thy “heart as the heart of God: 

3 Behold, thou art ‘wiser than § Dan- 
iel; there is no secret that they can hide 
from thee: 

4 With thy wisdom and with thine un- 
derstanding thou hast gotten thee riches, 
and hast gotten gold and silver into thy 
treasures: 





* Or, traded with spun work, aGen, 25:3. ¢t Heb. cloths of free- 
dom. » Gen. 25:13; Isa, 60:7. $ Heb were the merchants of thy 
hand. ¢ Gen. 10:7; 1 Kings, 10:1,2; Psa 72:10, 15; Isa, 60:6. 
4 Gen, 11-31; 2 Kings, 19:12. % Or, excellent things. || Heb. fold- 
ings, ¢1 Kings, 10; 22; Isa. 2:16; 23: 14; 60:9. f Psa. 48:7. *Heb. 

18.. Helbon ; the city now called Aleppo; or, 
a large valley on the east of Anti-lebanon. 

19. Dan also and Javan ; generally consid- 
ered to be Arabian tribes, the , a here men- 
tioned differing from that in verse 13. Some ren- 
der, “ Wedan and Javan.” 

20. Dedan ; probably an Arabian tribe, differ- 
ent from the an mentioned verse 15. 

21. Kedar; an Arabian tribe, as were also 
those mentioned in the following verse. 

23. Haran—Canneh—Eden ; cities of Meso- 

tamia. Canneh seems to be the same as Calneh. 

note on Isa. 10:9. Asshur ; Assyria proper, 
lying east of the Tigris, ~Chilmad is unknown. 








heart. g Prov. 11:4. f Or,evenwith, ~ Heb.heart. % Or, waves. 
h Rev. 18:9,19. iJer. 6:26; Jonah 3:6. j Mic. 1:16. k Esth. 
4:1-4. Iver,27; ch. 28:16, m Jer. 18:16. || Heb. terrors. un chap. 
26:21. * Heb. shalt not be forever. o Hab. 2:4. { Heb. heart. 
P Isa. 31:3. 9 2Thes.2:4 ¥ Zech 9.2,3. 8 Dan. 6:11, 12, 





26. Thy rowers ; that is, thy rulers, Tyre being 
compared to a ship. ; 
‘ . Shall cry bitterly ; compare the pas- 
sage, Rev. 18: 15-19, where the fall of the mystic 
Babylon is described in similar terms. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

The strength and safety of a nation lie not in the 
extent of its commerce, the vastness of its treasures, 
and the multitude and variety of luxuries which 
its citizens can command, but in that righteousness 
which secures the divine presence and blessing. That 
prosperity and splendor which have not their founda- 
tion in justice and truth will soon vanish away, and 
want, ignominy, and despair come i = stead. 


God's judgment upon 


5 By *thy great wisdom and by thy traf- 
fic hast thou *increased thy riches, and 
thy heart is lifted up because of thy°riches: 

6 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Because thou hast set thy heart as the 
heart of God; 

7 Behold, therefore I will bring stran- 
gers upon thee, the ‘terrible of the na- 
tions: and they shall draw their swords 
against the beauty of thy wisdom, and 
they shall defile thy brightness. 

8 They shall bring thee down to the 
pit, and thou shalt die the deaths of them 
that are slain in the midst of the seas. 

9 Wilt thou yet ‘say before him that 
slayeth thee, I am God? but thou shalt be 
a man, and no God, in the hand of him 
that t slayeth thee. 

10 Thou shalt die the deaths of the un- 
circumcised*® by the hand of strangers: 
for I have spoken zt, saith the Lord Gop. 

11 Y Moreover the word of the Lorp 
came unto me, saying, 

12 Son of man, take up a lamentation 
upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto 
him, Thus saith the Lord Gop; Thou 
sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and 
perfect in ‘beauty. 

13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden 
of God; every precious stone was thy cov- 
ering, the #sardius, topaz,and the diamond, 
the Sberyl, the onyx, and the jasper, the 
sapphire, the !!emerald, and the carbun- 
ele, and gold: the workmanship of thy 
tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in 
thee in the day that thou wast created. 

14 Thou art the anointed cherub that 
eovereth; and I have set thee so: thou 
wast upon the holy "mountain of God; 
thou hast walked up and down in the 
midst of the stones of fire. 

15 Thou wast perfect in thy ways from 
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the prince of Tyre. 


A. M. 3416, 
B. C, Ses. 


the day that thou wast created, til 
iniquity! was found in thee. 

16 By the multitude of thy merchan- 
dise they have filled the midst of thee 
with violence, and thou hast sinned: 
therefore I will cast thee as profane out 
of the mountain of God: and I will de- 
stroy thee, O covering /cherub, from the 
midst of the stones of fire. 

17 Thy heart was lifted up because of 
thy beauty, thou hast* corrupted thy wis- 
dom by reason of thy brightness: I will 
cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee 
before kings, that they may behold thee. 

18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by 
the multitude of thine iniquities, by the 
iniquity of thy 'traffic; therefore will I 
bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, 
it shall devour thee, and I will bring 
thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight 
of all them that behold thee. 

19 All they that know thee among the 
people shall be astonished at thee: thou 
shalt be a *terror, and never shalt thou 
be any more. 

20 § Again the word of the Lorp came 
unto me, saying, 

21 Son of man, set thy face against 
Zidon,™ and prophesy against it, 

22 And say, Thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Behold, "I am against thee, O Zidon; and 
I will be °glorified in the midst of thee: 
and they shall ? know that I am the Lorn, 
when I shall have executed judgments 
in her, and shall be sanctified in her. 

23 For I will send into ther pestilence, 
and blood into her streets ; andthe wound. 
ed shall be judged in the midst of her by 
the sword upon her on every side; and 
they shall know that I am the Lorp. 

24 4 And there shall be no more a 
pricking ‘brier unto the house of Israel, 





* Heb. the greatness of thy wisdom. a Psa, 62:10. —_b Prov. 
11:28; James 1:11, ¢ chap. 30:11; 31:12; 32:12, d ver. 2, 
¢ Or, woundeth. e¢ chap. 32:19, etc. € chap.31:8,9. $ Or, rudy. 
4 Or, chrysolite. || Or, chrysoprase. g Ex. 25:20. hb chap. 20:40, 


i Eccles. 7:29; Rom.7:9. j ver.14. k Rom. 1:22, 1 Mark 
8:36. * Heb. terrors. m chap. 32:30; Isa.23: 4,12; Jer. 25.22; 
27:3. 0 chap. 29:3, 13. o Ex. 14:4,17. p Psa.9:16. q chap. 
38:22. r Num. 33:55; Josh. 23:13; Isa. 35:9; 65:13; Rev, 21.4, 





CHAPTER XXVIII. 

10. The wnetreumcised ; the uncircumcised 
here represent those who are aliens from God’s 
covenant, and unclean in heart and life, and as 
such doomed to destruction. Compare chap. 31:18; 
32:21, etc.; and Isa. 52:1. 

12. Sealest up the sum; rather, “sealest up 
the measure ;” that is, makest the measure of thy 
wisdom and beauty complete. A seal is set to that 
which is finished. 

13. Hast been in Eden; thy abode has been 
as it were in Eden, where all was beauty and ex- 
cellence. Every precious stone—gold; there 
seems to be an allusion here to the precious stones 
and gold of Eden. Gen. 2: 12. 

14. Anointed ; consecrated to the kingly office, 
of which anointing was the sign. 1Sam. 10:1; 
16:13. Cherub; the king of Tyre seems to be 
called a cherub in respect to the fulness of gifts 
which God bestowed upon him. See note chap. 
1:10. That covereth ; the allusion is to the 





cherubim that covered the.mercy-seat with their 
wings. Ex. 25:20. Upon the holy mountain ; 
Zion, where the ark with its cherubimabode. The 
meaning is, thou wast exalted to the highest dig- 
nity. 
stones mentioned in verse 13. 

21. Zidon ; the most ancient town of Phenicia, 
north of Tyre. 

23. Shall be judged ; rather, “ shall fall.” 

24. Shall be no more a pricking brier ; the 
design of God’s judgments on the heathen nations 
around Israel, is the peace and prosperity of his 
covenant people. This promise, with those which 
follow in the next two verses, is made not to “ Israel 
arene to the flesh,” but to “the Israel of God.” 
Gal. 3:9 


ode 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


1-10. God is jealous for his own glory, and will 
be acknowledged as supreme over nations, as well 
as families and individuals. When any people be- 
come proud of their wisdom and skill to get wealth, 


Stones of fire; the precious sparkling 
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Pharaoh judged, and 


evs nor any grieving thorn of all that 


are round about them, that despised them: 
and they shall know thatlamthe LordGop. 

25 Thus saith the Lord Gop; When I 
shall have *gathered the house of Israel 
from the people among whom they are 
scattered, and shall be »sanctified in them 
in the sight of the heathen, ‘then shall 
they dwell in their land that I have given 
to my servant 4 Jacob. 

26 And they shall dwell *safely there- 
in, and shall ® build houses, and plant 
vineyards ; yea, they shall dwell with 
confidence, when I have executed judg- 
ments upon all those that t despise them 
round about them; and they shall know 
that I am the Lorp their God. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


1 The judgment of Pharaoh for his treachery to Israel. 
8 The desolation of Egypt. 13 The restoration there- 
of after forty years. 17 Egypt the reward of Nebu- 
chadrezzar. 21 Israel shall be restored. 


N the tenth year, in the tenth month, 
in the twelfth day of the month, the 


word of the Lorp came unto me, saying, | 
° | 
2 Son of man, #set thy face against 


Pharaoh" king of Egypt, and prophesy 
against him, and against ‘all Egypt: 

3 Speak, and say, Thus saith the Lord 
Gop; Behold,I am against thee, Pharaoh 
king of Egypt, the great )dragon that 
lieth in the midst of his rivers, which 
hath said, My river is/mine ‘own, and I 
have made zt for myself. 

4 But I will put ‘hooks in thy jaws, 
and [ will cause the fish of thy rivers to 
stick unto thy scales, and I will bring 
thee up out of the midst of thy rivers, 
and all the fish of thy rivers shall stick 
unto thy scales. 

5 And I will leave thee thrown into the 
wilderness, thee and all the fish of thy 





a Isa. 11;12,13. » chap. 36:23,28, e¢ Jer.23:6. 4 Gen. 
28:13,14. * Or, with confidence. e¢ Isa, 65:21. + Or, spoil. 
f Lam. 1:8. g chap. 28:21, 22, b Jer. 25:19; 44:30. i chap. 


32; Isa. chap. 19; Jer. wie 46. j Pea. 74:13, 14; Isa. 27:1; 
51:9. & Dan. 4:30,31. I chap, 38:4; Isa. 37:29. $ Heb. face 





of the vastness of their resources, or of the strength 
of their armies and fleets, and vainly imagine that 
their destiny is in their own hands, God will teach 
them by his mighty judgments, coming upon them 
irresistibly and in unexpected ways, how easy it is 
for him to break them in pieces as a potter’s vessel ; 
and will turn all their boasting into shame and 
confusion. 

11-19. Great and long-continued bi has 
a tendency to lift up the hearts of nations with 

ride, and thus make it necessary that God should 
umble them in the sight of all men. 

20-23. God will so order the chastisements which 
he inflicts upon men that his justice shall be there- 
by manifested, and his great name glorified. 

24-26. God governs the world for the good of his 
own people. All the calamities which he sends upon 
the nations, he will make subservient to their wel- 


fare and enlargement; and will put honor upon them 


in the presence of all those who have despised them. 
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Egypt made desolate. 


rivers: thou shalt fall upon the topen 
fields; ™thou shalt not be brought to- 
gether, nor gathered: I have given thee 
for meat to the "beasts of the field and 
to the fowls of the heaven. 

6 And all the inhabitants of Egypt shall 
know that I am the Lorp, because they 
have been a staff of °reed to the house 
of Israel. 

7 When P they took hold of thee by thy 
hand, thou didst break, and rend all their 
shoulder: and when they leaned upon 
thee, thou brakest, and madest all their 
loins to be at a Ystand. 

8 §| Therefore, thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Behold, I will bring a sword upon thee, 
and cut off man and beast out of thee. 

9 And the land of Egypt shall be deso- 
late and waste; and they shall know that 
Tam the Lorn: because he hath ' said, The 
river 7s mine, and I have made it. 

10 Behold, therefore I am against thee, 
and against thy ‘rivers, and I will make 
the land of Egypt S utterly waste and des- 
olate, from ''the tower of *Syenet even 
unto the border of Ethiopia. 

11 No “foot of man shall pass through 
it, nor foot of beast shall pass through it, 
neither shall it be inhabited forty years. 

12 And I will make the land of Egypt 
desolate in the midst of the countries 
that are desolate, and her cities among 
the cities that are laid waste shall be 
desolate forty years: and I will scatter 
the Egyptians among the nations, and 
will disperse them through the countries. 

13 § Yet’ thus saith the Lord Gop; 
At the end of forty years will I gather 
the Egyptians from the people whither 
they were scattered: 

14 And I will bring again the captivity 
of Egypt, and will cause them to return 


of the field, m Jer. 25:33, m Jer, 34:20. 0 2 Kings, 18:21. 
p Isa. 30: 2-7; Jer. 37:5,etc. q Jer. 2:36, r ver.3. 8 chap. 
30:12; Hab, 3:8. Q Heb. wastes of waste. || Or, Migdol to Syene ; 
Ex. 14:2; Jer. 44:1. * Heb. Seveneh. t chap. 30; 6 4 chap. 
32:13. v Isa. 19; 22. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 

3. Dragon; that is, crocodile, here used as a sym- 
bol of the king of Egypt. H7s rivers; the various 
arms of the Nile. My river ; he boasts of his river, 
because upon that the fertility of Egypt depends. 

4. The fish of thy rivers; these represent the 
people over whom the king of Egypt ruled. 

6. A staff of reed; disappointing those who 
trust in it; compare 2 Kings, 18:21. The prophet 
dwells at such length upon the punishment of Egypt 
and her kings, because the Jews relied on their ah 
against Nebuchadnezzar. See chap. 17: 15-17. 

7. Rend; that is, tear by piercing. To be at 
@ stand ; or, “ to shake,” as in Psa. 69: 23. 

10. From the tower of Syene; the marginal 
reading is preferable: “from Migdol to Syene.” 
Migdol was in the extreme north of Egypt, Ex. 
14:2, and Syene in the extreme south. Ethio- 
pia; which lay south of Egypt. 

14. Pathros ; Upper Egypt. 
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Egypt invaded 


into the land of Pathros, into the land of 
their *habitation; and *they shall be 
there a t base kingdom. 

15 It shall be the basest of the king- 
doms; neither shall it exalt itself any 
more above the nations: for I will dimin- 
ish them, that they shall no more rule 
over the nations. 

16 And it shall be no more the ° confi- 
dence of the house of Israel, which bring- 
eth ther iniquity to remembrance, when 
they shall look after them: but they 
shall know that I am the Lord Gop. 

17 | And it came to pass in the seven 
and twentieth year, in the first month, in 
the first day of the month, the word of 
the Lorp came unto me, saying, 

18 Son of man, ‘ Nebuchadrezzar king 
of Babylon caused his army to ‘serve a 
great service against Tyrus: every head 
was made bald, and every shoulder was 
peeled. yet had he no wages, nor his 
army, for Tyrus, for the service that he 
had served against it: 

19 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Behold, I will give the land of Egypt 
unto Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon ; 
and he shall take her multitude, and 
take? her spoil, and take her prey; and 
it shall be the wages for his army. 

20 [have given him the land of Egypt 
for his ‘labor wherewith he served 
against it, because they wrought for me, 
saith the Lord Gop. 


EZEKIEL XXX. 


by Nebuchadnezzar. 


21 {In that day will I cause the 43°42 
horn® of the house of Israel to bud forth, 
and J will give thee the opening of the 
mouth in the midst of them; and they 
shall know that I am the Lorp. 


CHAPTER XXX. 


1 The desolation of Egypt and her helpers. 20 The 
arm of Babylon shall be strengthened to break the 
arm of Egypt. 


HE word of the Lorp came again 
unto me, saying, 

2 Son of man, prophesy and say, Thus 
saith the Lord Gop; Howl ye, Woe worth 
the day! 

3 For ‘the day zs near, even the day of 
the Lorp is near, a cloudy-day; it shall 
be the time of the heathen. 

4 And thesword shall come upon Egypt, 
and great pain shall be in Ethiopia, 
when the slain shall fall in Egypt, and 
they shall take away her multitude, and 
her foundations shall be broken down. 

5 Ethiopia, and *Libya, and Lydia, and 
all the mingled people, and Chub, and 


the tmen of the land that is in league, 


shall fall with them by the sword. 

6 Thus saith the Lorn; They also that 
uphold* Egypt shall fall; and the pride 
of her power shall come down: from 
the t tower of ‘Syene shall they fall in it 
by the sword, saith the Lord Gop. 

7 And they shall be desolate in the 
midst of the countries that are desolate, 





* Or, birth, a hap 17:14; Dan, 11:42, 43. + Heb. low. 
b-Isa31<1, 35 865 4;6; Jer, 2¢36%37; Lam: 4:17 ; -Hosea 7: 11. 
¢ chap.26:7, etc ; Jer.27°6. d Jer.25:9. $ Heb. spoil her spoil, 


and prey her prey. @ Or, hire. e Paa,, 182: 17. f Joel 2:1 
|| Or, fear. * Heb, Phut; chap. 27:10. g Jer. 25:20,24. 4 Heb. 
children, bJov 9:13. f¢ Or, Migdol to Syerte. i chap. 29: 10,12. 





15. Basest of the kingdoms ; a prophecy which 
has been strikingly fulfilled to the present hour. 

16. Bringeth their iniquity to remembrance ; 
their old iniquity, of leaning on Egypt instead of 
Jehovah. So long as Egypt was in a flourishing 
condition, it brought their iniquity to remembrance ; 
that is, excited the Israelites to practise it anew. 
Look after them; when the Israelites should look 
after the Egyptians, as their allies and helpers. 

17. In the seven and twentieth year; seven- 
teen years after the date of the preceding prophecy, 
and sixteen years after that recorded in chapter 
30: 20-26. It is therefore an appendix to the first 
of these prophecies, made by the prophet himself. 

8. A great service; the siege of Tyre, foretold 
in chapter 26: 7-14, which has now become histo- 
ry. This cost Nebuchadnezzar thirteen years of toil. 
No wages; the spoils of Tyre furnished no adequate 
reward for his trouble. 

21. In that day; in connection with these 
judgments upon both the enemies of God’s church 
and her heathen allies in whom she puts confi- 
dence. This prophecy, like many others relating to 
the progress of God’s kingdom, has a progressive 
fuifilment, and should not be limited to any one 
exact date. See note on Isa. 4:2. The horn of 
the house of Israel to bud forth ; more literally, 
‘“‘a horn to bud forth for the house of Israel ;” that 
is, the Messiah. But under him are included the 
human deliverers also whom God raises up from 
time to time for his church; for these all receive 
from me Head their life and strength. 





. INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-10. God will not suffer his people to withdraw 
their confidence from himself, and give it to any 
arm of flesh; but will destroy all their vain reli- 
ances, as he did Egypt of old when the Jews 
looked to it instead of innealt for help and salva- 
tion. 

11-16. The times for the exaltation and humili- 
ation of nations are appointed by God with refer- 
ence to the welfare of his adorn of grace; he 
will make manifest his sovereign power over them 
both in lifting them up to yaaa 3 and honor, and 
in abasing them, that all may learn to fear him, 
and feel their dependence upon him. 

17-21. God overrules the plans of wicked nations 
for the accomplishment of fia own holy and good 
purposes, often raising one of them to great power, 
and subduing others before it; but all his coun- 
sels shall in the end advance the welfare of his 


true Israel. 
CHAPTER XXX. 

2. Woe worth the day ; literally, “ Woe to the 
day ;” that is, the day of vengeance upon Egypt. 

3. The time of the heathen ; the time of their 
punishment. 

5. Lydia; here an African people. Mingled 
people; foreigners of different nations, perhaps 
employed as hired soldiers in the Egyptian armies. 
Compare chap. 27:10. In league; in league 
with Egypt; the allies of Egypt are meant. 

6. From the tower of Syene ; see note on chap. 
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Desolation of Egypt 


4-M-32. and her cities shall be in the 


midst of the eities that are wasted. 


8 And they shall * know that I am the 
Lorp, when I have set a fire in Egypt, 
and when all her helpers shall be *de- 
stroyed. 

9 In that day shall” messengers go forth 
from me in ships to make the ‘careless 
Ethiopians afraid, and great pain shall 
come upon them, as in the day of Egypt: 
for lo, it cometh. 

10 Thus saith the Lord Gop; I will 
also make the multitude of Egypt to 
cease by the “hand of Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon. 

11 He and his people with him, the 
terrible® of the nations, shall be brought 
to destroy the land: and they shall draw 
their swords against Egypt, and fill the 
land with the slain. 

12 And ‘i will make the rivers tdry, 
and sell the land into the hand of the 
wicked: and I will make the land waste, 
and tall that is therein, by the hand of 
strangers: I the Lorp have spoken ¢t. 

13 Thus saith the Lord Gop; I will 
also destroy the £idols, and I will cause 
their images to cease out of Noph; and 
there shall be no more a "prince of the 
land of Egypt: and I will put a fear in 
the land of Egypt. 

14 And I will make ‘Pathros desolate, 
and will set fire in §Zoan, and will exe- 
cute judgments in No. 

15 And I will pour my fury upon !Sin, 
the strength of Egypt; and I will cut off 
the multitude of * No. 

16 And I will set fire in Egypt: Sin 
shall have great pain, and No shall be 
rent asunder, and Noph shall have dis- 
tresses daily. 

17 The young men of *Aven and of 
Pi-besetht shall fall by the sword: and 
these cities shall go into captivity. 

a Psa, 58-11. * Heb. broken, » Isa.18:1,2. ¢ Isa. 32:9-11. 
d ver. 24,25. © chap. 28:7. f Isa.19:4-6; Rev. 16:12. + Heb. 
drought, t Heb. the fulness thereof. & Isa. 19:1, etc.; Jer. 


43:12; 46:25; Zech. 13:2. b Zech. 10:11. res 29:14. % Or, 
j Psa. 78:12, 43. || Or, Pelusium. k Nahum 3: 8-10. 





Tanis. 


EZEKIEL XXX. 


and her helpers. 


18 At 'Tehaphnehes also the day shall 
be darkened, when I shall break there 
the yokes of Egypt: and the pomp of 
her strength shall cease in her: as for 
her, a cloud shall cover her, and her 
daughters shall go into captivity. 

19 Thus will I execute judgments in 
Egypt: and they shall know that I am 
the Lorp. 

20 §[ And it came to pass in the elev- 
enth year, in the first month, in the sev- 
enth day of the month, that the word of 
the Lorp came unto me, saying, 

21 Son of man, I have ™broken the arm 
of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and lo, it shall 
not be bound "up to be healed, to put a 
roller to bind it, to make it strong to hold 
the sword. 

22 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Behold, I am against Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, and will °break his arms, the 
strong,’ and that which was broken; 
and I will cause the sword to fall out of 
his hand. 

23 And I will scatter the Egyptians 
among the nations, and will disperse 
them through the countries. 

24 And I will strengthen the arms of 
the king of Babylon, and put my sword 
in his hand: but I will break Pharaoh’s 
arms, and he shall groan before him 
with the groanings of a deadly wounded 
man, 

25 But I will strengthen the arms of 
the king of 4Babylon, and the arms of 
Pharaoh shall fall down, and they shall 
know that I am the Lorp, when I shall 
put my'sword into the hand of the king 
of Babylon, and he shall stretch it out 
upon the land of * Egypt. 

26 And I will ‘scatter the Egyptians 
among the nations, and disperse them 
among the countries; and they shall 
know "that I am the Lorn. 


* Or, Heliopolis. + Or, Pubastum. 1 Jer. 2:16. $ Or, resirained. 





m Jer. 48:25. n Isa. 1:6; Jer. 46:11. © Psa. 37:17. p chap. 
34:16. q Jer.27:6-8. Fr Isa. 10:15. 8 ver. 23; chap. 29:12, 
t Dan. 11:42, u ver. 8, 





9. From me; as the author of Egypt’s destruc- 
tion. Jehovah sends them, not directly by revela- 
tion, but indirectly by his providence. Jn ships ; 
ascending the Nile in light ships or boats. Com- 
pare Isa. 18:2, with the note. 

12. Make the rivers dry ; figuratively spoken 
of the destruction of Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar’ 
armies, because the fertility of the country depended 
on the waters of the Nile. 

13-18. Noph ; Memphis, the ancient capital of 
Lower Egypt. It was situated not far from the 
Modern Cairo. Zoan; Tanis, on the eastern side 
of the delta of the Nile. No; Thebes, the an-| 
cient capital of Upper Egypt, a city of vast extent 
and splendor, whose ruins are yet visible. Szm ; 
Pelusium, on the eastern branch of the Nile, near 
the sea, which now covers its site. Ave; the 
same as On, upon the eastern shore of the Nile, a. 





few miles below Memphis. Pi-beseth ; in Lower 
Egypt, on the eastern branch of the Nile. Tehaph- 
ahes ; the same as Tahapanes, Jer. 2:16. It lay 
near Pelusium. All these ancient cities of Egypt 
are now in ruins, according to the prophet’s word. 

21. A roller; that is, a bandage. 

22. The strong, and that which was broken ; 
the breaking of one arm has been already foretold, 
ver. 21: God will complete his destruction by 
breaking the other; that is, he will utterly destroy 
his power. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

When God has determined to overthrow a peo- 
ple for their sins, no human alliances can save 
them. His wrath will consume them and their 
helpers together, and put to shame all who have 
looked to them, instead of their Maker, for help — 
and deliverance. 
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The greatness, pride, 


CHAPTER XXXI. 


_1 Arelation unto Pharaoh, 3 of the glory of Assyria, 
10 and the fall thereof for pride. 18 The like de- 
struction of Kgypt. 


ND it came to pass in the eleventh 

year, in the third month, in the first 
day of the month, that the word of the 
Lorp came unto me, saying, 

2 Son of nan, speak unto Pharaoh, king 
of Egypt, and to his multitude; *Whom 
art thou like in thy greatness ? 

3 Behold, the Assyrian was a "cedar 
in Lebanon *with fair branches, and with 
a shadowing shroud, and of a high stat- 
ure; and his top was among the thick 
boughs. 

4 The waters tmade him great, the 
deep #set him up on high with her Criv- 
ers running round about his plants, and 
sent out her little Srivers unto all the 
trees of the field. 

5 Therefore his height was exalted 
above all the trees of the field, and his 
boughs were multiplied, and his branch- 
es became long because of the multitude 
of waters, when | he shot forth. 

6 All the ¢*fowls of heaven made their 
nests in his boughs, and under his 
branches did all the beasts of the field 
bring forth their young, and under his 
shadow dwelt all great nations. 

7 Thus was he fair in his greatness, in 
the length of his branches: for his root 
was by great waters. 

8 The cedars in the *garden of God 
could not hide him: the fir-trees were 
not like his boughs, and the chestnut- 
trees were not like his branches; not 
any tree in the garden of God was like 
unto him in his beauty. 

9 I have made him ‘fair by the multi- 
tude of his branches; so that all the trees 
of Eden, that were in the garden of God, 
envied him. 


EZEKIEL XXXI. 


and fall of Assyria, 


10 {| Therefore thus saith the *,™,5%: 
Lord Gop; Because thou hast lifted up 
thyself£ in height, and he hath shot up 
his top among the thick boughs, and "his 
heart is lifted up in his height; 

11 I have therefore delivered him into 

the hand of the mighty one of the hea- 
then; *he shall surely deal with him: 
I have driven him out for his 'wicked- 
ness. 
12 And strangers, the jterrible of the 
nations, have cut him off, and have left 
him: upon the* mountains and in all the 
valleys his branches are fallen, and his 
boughs are broken by all the rivers of 
the land; and all the people of the earth 
are gone down from his shadow, and 
have left him. 

13 Upon this ruin shall all the fowls 
of the heaven remain, and all the beasts 
of the field shall be upon his branches: 

14 To the ™end that none of all the 
trees by the waters exalt themselves for 
their height, neither shoot up their top 
among the thick boughs, neither their 
trees stand Tup in their height, all that 
drink water: for "they are all delivered 
unto death, to the nether parts of the 
earth, in the midst of the children of men, 
with °them that go down to the pit. 

15 Thus saith the Lord Gop; In the 
day when he went down to the grave I 
caused aP mourning: I covered the deep 
for him, and I restrained the floods there- 
of, and the great waters were stayed: and 
I caused Lebanon to #mourn for him, and 
all the trees of the field fainted for him. 

16 I made the nations to Ishake at the 
sound of his fall, when I cast him down 
to hell with them that descend into the 
pit: and all the trees of Eden, the choice 
and best of Lebanon, all that drink water, 
shall be ‘comforted in the nether parts 
of the earth. 





a ver. 18. b Dan, 4: 20-22. * Heb. fair of brunches. } Or, 
nourished him. }t Or, brought. c Jer. 51:36. Or, conduits. 
|| Or, i¢ sent them forth. 4d chap. 17:23. ¢ Gen. 2:8; 13:10; 
Isa. 51:3. fchap. 16:14. g Mat. 23.12, bh Dan.5:20. * Heb. in 


CHAPTER XXXI. 


In this chapter the power and glory of Assyria 
and its subsequent fall are set forth, under the figure 
of a stately cedar, as a warning for Pharaoh. 

3. Shroud ; here used of a mass of dark foliage. 

4. Set him up on high ; made him a lofty tree 
by supplying water for his roots. 

6. Ail the fowls of heaven—great nations ; 
the fowls and beasts represent the multitudes of 
people that were under his care and protection. 
Compare Dan. 4:12. 

8. In the garden of God; in Eden, where the 
loftiest cedars may be supposed to have flourished. 
Compare ver.9. Hide him ,; that is, conceal him 
by overtopping him. 

10. Thow; the Assyrian king, who is directly 
addressed in this clause. 

11, 12. we mighty one of the heathen—the 








doing he shall do unto, i Lam, 1:21,22; Nahum3:18,19. jch. 
28:7. k chap. 32:4,5; 35:5, lIsa. 18:6, m Dan. 4:32. } Or, 
upon themselves for. 1 Psa. 82:7. © chap. 32:18. p Rev. 18:11. 
t Heb. be black ; Mal.3:14. qch.26:15. rch. 32:31; Isa. 14:15, 





terrible of the nations ; the conquerors and de- 
stroyers of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian 
empire; namely, Cyaxares king of Media, assisted 
by the viceroy of Babylon, then a province of As- 
syria, who had revolted against his master. This 
happened about six hundred years before Christ. 

14. They are all delivered ; all the trees that 
exalt themselves as did this Assyrian cedar. In 
the midst of the children of men ; that is, along 
with all other mortals, notwithstanding their great- 
ness and power. Adl that drink water ; imbibe 
water from the earth, ver. 16; that is, prosper by 
God's blessing. 

15. Covered the deep ; with mourning apparel. 

16. All the trees of Eden; that is, all the 
mighty men of the earth who have descended into 
the pit before him. Shall be comforted; be- 
cause he is reduced to the same condition with 
themselves. 
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A lamentation 


begs 17 They also went down into 
hell with him, unto them that be slain 
with the sword; and they that were his 
arm, that dwelt *under his shadow in 
the midst of the heathen. 

18 § To whom art thou thus like in 
glory and in greatness among the trees 
of Eden? yet shalt thou be brought down 
with the trees of Eden unto the nether 
parts of the earth: thou shalt he in the 
midst of the ©uncireumcised with them 
that be slain by the sword. This 7s Pha- 
raoh and all his multitude, saith the Lord 
Gop. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 


1 A lamentation for the fearful fallof Egypt. 11 The 
sword of Babylon shall destroy it. 17 It shall be 
brought down to hell, among all the uncircumcised 
nations. 


A it came to pass in the twelfth 
year, in the twelfth month, in the 
first day of the month, that the word of 
the Lorp came unto me, saying, 

2 Son of man, take up a ‘lamentation 
for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and say unto 
him, Thou art like a young ¢lion of the 
nations, and thou art as a *whale in the 


EZEKIEL XXXII. 





for Egypt. 


6 I will also water with thy / blood the 
land twherein thou swimmest, even to 
the mountains; and the rivers shall be 
full of thee. 

7 And when I shall ?put thee out, *I 
will cover the heaven, and make the 
stars thereof dark; I will cover the sun 
with a cloud, and the moon shall not 
give her light. 

8 All the Sbright lights of heaven will 
I make | dark over thee, and set! darkness 
upon thy land, saith the Lord Gop. 

9 I will also *vex the hearts of many 
people, when I shall bring thy destruc- 
tion among the nations, into the coun- 
tries which thou hast not known. 

10 Yea, I will make many ™ people 
amazed at thee, and their kings shall be 
horribly afraid for thee, when I shall 
brandish my "sword before them; and 
they shall tremble at every moment, ev- 
ery man for his own life, in the day of 
thy fall. 

11 §] For °thus saith the Lord Gop; 
The sword of the king of Babylon shall 
come upon thee. 

12 By the Pswords of the mighty will 











seas. and thou camest forth with thy 
rivers, and troubledst the waters with | 
thy feet, and ‘fouledst their rivers. | 

3 Thus saith the Lord Gop; I will | 
therefore &spread out my net over thee 
with a company of many people; and 
they shall bring thee up in my net. 

4 Then" will I leave thee upon the 
land, I will cast thee forth upon the open 
field, and ‘will cause all the fowls of 
the heaven to remain upon thee, and I 
will fill the beasts of the whole earth 
with thee. 

5 And! will lay thy flesh upon the moun- 
tains, and fill the valleys with thy height. 





alam. 4: 20. 
9:24, 26. 4d ver. 16; chap. 27:2. 
* Or, dragon; chap. 29:3.  f chap. 34:18. 
Eccl. 9:12. b Joel 3:i9, ichap. 31:13, 
16:6. 7} Ur, of thy swimming. Or, extinguish thee. 


b ver. 2; chap. 32:19, ¢ 2Sam,. 1:20; Jer. 
e chap. 19:3, 6; 38:13. 

g chap. 12:13; 
Ds ay ff 17; Rev. 
k Isa, 


I cause thy multitude to fall, the ter- 
rible of the nations, all of them: and 
they? shall spoil the pomp of Egypt, 
and all the multitude thereof shall be 
destroyed. 

13 I will destroy also all the beasts 
thereof from beside the great waters; 
neither’ shall the foot of man trouble 
them any more, nor the hoofs of beasts 
trouble them. 

14 Then willl make their waters deep, 
and cause their rivers to run like oil, 
saith the Lord Gop. 

15 When I shall make the land of Egypt 
desolate, and the country shall be t des- 


13:10; Joel3:15: Mat. 24:29. &% Heb. lights of the light in, 





|| Heb. them dark, 1 Ex, 10:21-23. * Heb provoke to anger, or 
grief. m chap, 27:35, nm Deut. 32:41. 0 Jer. 46:24-26. p chap. 
28:7; 30:4. 4 Isa. 25:2,3. r chap. 29:11. +t Heb. desolate 


from the fulness thereof. 





17. With him; that is, in like manner as he. 
His arm ; his allies and dependencies. 

18. To whom art thou thus like ; the prophet 
now makes the application to Pharaoh. He must 
fall as the Assyrian monarch has fallen before him. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

When God destroys great and mighty empires 
for their pride and wickedness, he sets them forth 
as an example to those that come after them, that 
they may fear his power and depart from evil; but 
if they will not give heed to the oft-repeated warn- 
ing, they also must perish in like manner. We of 
these United States ought to consider this, and 
tremble; remembering that if we make ourselves 
like Assyria and Egypt in character, God will 
make us like them in shame and ruin. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 
2. A whale in the seas; see note on chap. 





29:3. With thy rivers; rather, “in thy rivers.” 


3. With a company of many people ; as my 
instrument to draw the net. 

Do. With thy height; with the mass of thy 
dead carcass. 

6. Full of thee; of thy blood. 

7,8. Put thee out—set darkness upon thy 
land ; the destruction of kingdoms is often com- 
pared in Scripture to the darkening of the heavens, 
and the extinction of their lights. See Isa. 13:10, 
with the note and references. 

9. Bring thy destruction—into the coun- 
tries; either the report of Pharavh’s destruction, 
or the broken fragments of his people. 

10. For thee ; inview of my judgments upon thee. 

13. Trouble them ; trouble the waters of Egypt 
by passing through them. 

14. Make their waters deep; rather, “settle their 
waters.” The waters of Egypt, being left without 
man or beast, shall flow clear and smooth; that is, 
the land shall be utterly desolated. sonat 29:8 12, 

039 


Egypt lamented, and 


titute of that whereof it was full, when 
I shall smite all them that dwell there- 
in, then shall they *know that I am the 
Lorp. 

16 This®is the lamentation wherewith 
they shall lament her: the daughters of 
the nations shall lament her: they shall 
lament for her, even for Egypt, and for 
all her multitude, saith the Lord Gop. 

17 § It came to pass also in the twelfth 
year, in the fifteenth day of the month, 
that the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
saying, 

18 Son of man, ¢wail for the multitude 
of Egypt, and cast them down, even her, 
and the daughters of the famous nations, 
unto the nether paris of the earth, with 
them that go down into the pit. 

19 Whom dost thou pass in beauty? 
go’ down, and be thou laid with the 
uncircumcised. 

20 They shall fall in the midst of them 
that are slain by the sword: *she is de- 
livered to the sword: draw her and all 
her multitudes. 

21 The& strong among the mighty shall 
speak to him out of the midst of "hell 
with them that help hm: they are gone 
down, they le uncircumcised, slain by 
the sword. 

22 Asshur 7s there and all her company: 
his graves are about him: all of them 
slain, fallen by the sword: 

23 Whose graves are set in the ‘sides 

REx 7203) 1424) 18, 


d ver.2. e chap. 31:14. 
g Isa.1.31.  h Isa. 14.9, 10 





b ver, 2. ¢ 2Sam. 1:17; 2 Chron. 35 :25 
f ver. 21, 24. * Or, the sword is laid. 
i Isa. 14:15. j Taa. 51:12, 13 


16. The daughters of the nations; that is, 
the nations themselves. Compare the expressions, 
“daughter of Jerusalem,” “ daughter of Babylon,” 





te. 

17. Of the month; apparently of the twelfth 
month, ver. 1; that is, fourteen days after the pre- 
ceding prophecy. 

18. Cast them down ; to the pit: that is, de- 
clare their casting down in a solemn lamentation. 
Her, and the daughters of the famous na- 
tions ; in the lamentation, or song, that follows, 
Pharaoh with his people is represented as going 
down to the pit, to join the great multitude of 
princes and warriors that have descended thither 
before him. By a bold poetic figure, the spirits of 
these are represented as gathered in the lower 
world, while the graves of their bodies stand around 
them. Compare Isa. 14: 9-11. 

19. Whom dost thou pass in beauty ? in this 
question God rebukes Egypt for glorying in her 
superior beauty, and at the same time intimates 
that this shall not save her from perishing with 
the other uncircumcised nations. 

20. They shail fall; the Egyptians. Draw 
her ; drag her down to the pit. 

21. Shall speak; in amazement at his fall. 
Compare Isa. 14:10. To him—with them that 
help him ; to Pharaoh and his allies. They are 
gone down: “the strong among the nations,” 
whom the prophet afterwards enumerates. 

22. His graves are about him ; the spirits of 
the king | a and his warriors are in the 
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of the pit, and her company is 4)%°8?: 


round about her grave; all of them slain, 
fallen by the sword, which ijcaused ft ter- 
ror in the land of the living. 

24 There is *Elam and all her multi- 
tude round about her grave; all of them 
slain, fallen by the sword, which are 
gone down uncircumcised into the nether 
parts of the earth, which caused their 
terror in the land of the living; yet have 
they borne their !shame with them that 
go down to the pit. 

25 They have set her a bed in the midst 
of the slain with all her multitude: her 
graves are round about him: all of them 
uncircumcised, slain by the sword: 
though their ™terror was caused in the 
land of the living, yet have they borne 
their shame with them that go down to 
the pit: he is put in the midst of them 
that be slain. 

26 There zs ®Meshech, Tubal, and all 
her multitude: her graves are round 
about him: all of them uncircumcised, 
slain by the sword, though they caused 
their terror in the land of the living 

27 And°® they shall not lie with the 
mighty that are fallen of the unecircum- 
cised, which are gone down to hell with 
their? weapons of war: and they have 
laid their swords under their heads, but 
their Piniquities shall be upon their bones, 
though they were the terror of the mighty 
in the land of the living. 


1 Jer. 3:24, 25; Hab. 2:16., 
o Isa. 14:18, 





t Or, dismaying. k Jer. 49:34, etc. 
m Luke 1l2:4,5. uchap.27:13; 38:2; Gen. 10:2. 
19. £ Heb. weapons of their war. p Psa. 92:7, 9. 





pit, the graves of their bodies. See note on 
ver. 18. 

23. Caused terror in the land of the living ; 
the prophet contrasts their present weakness with 
the terror which they caused while yet alive. 

24. Elam; Persia. Porne their shame; the 
shame of being slain and sent down to the pit. W2th 
them; that is, along with the rest of the nations: 
they are reduced to a common level with them. 

25. Have set her; have appointed for Elam. 
Round about him ; about her king; and so verse 
26. He is put ; the king of Elam. 

26. Meshech, Tubal; see note chap. 27:13 

27. They shall not lie—the land of the liv- 
ing; more plainly thus: “ They shall not lie with 
the mighty that are fallen of the uncircumcised, who 
have gone down to hell with their weapons of war, 
and they have laid their swords under their heads- 
but their iniquities shall be upon their bones, be- 
cause they were the terror of the mighty in the 
land of the living.” Shall not tre; Meshech and 
Tubal shall not lie in their graves honorably buried. 
A poetical burial in the lower world has been as- 
cribed to, them, ver. 26, but here a literal burial on 
earth is denied them. With their weapons o 
war; there is here a blending of the literal wi 
the figurative. Because their weapons of war 
have been deposited with them in their graves, 
they are figuratively represented as having taken 
them with them to the lower world, just as their 
graves are figuratively represented as being there 
with their souls. But their tniqucties ; the ini- 


other heathen nations. 
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The duty of 


& M207; 28 Yea, thou shalt be broken inthe 
midst of the uncircumcised, and shalt lie 
with them that are slain with the sword. 

29 There is*Edom, her kings, and all her 
princes, which with their might are *laid 
by them that were slain by the sword: they 
shall lie with the uncircumcised, and 
with them that go down to the pit. 

30 There be the princes of the »north, 
all of them, and all the * Zidonians, which 
are gone down with the slain; with their 
terror they are ashamed of their might; 
and they lie uncircumcised with them 
that be slain by the sword, and bear their 
shame with them that go down to the pit. 

31 Pharaoh shall see them, and shall 
be ‘comforted over all his multitude, 
even Pharaoh and all his army slain by 
the sword, saith the Lord Gop. 

32 For | have caused *my terror in the 
land of the living: and he shall be laid in 
the midst of the uncircumcised with them 
that are slain with the sword, even Pharaoh 
and all his multitude, saith the Lord Gop. 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 


1 According to the duty of a watchman, in warning 
the people, 7 Ezekiel is admonished of his duty. 
10 God showeth the justice of his ways towards the 

niteut, and towards revolters. 17 He maintaineth 

is justice. 21 Upon the news of the taking of Je- 
rusalem he prophesieth the desolation of the land. 
30 God's judgment upon the mockers of the prophets. 


GAIN the word of the Lorp came 
unto me, saying, 

2 Son of man, speak to the children of 
thy people, and say unto them, tf When I 
bring’ the sword upon a land, if the 
people of the land take a man of their 
coasts, and set him for their * watchman: 

3 If when he seeth the sword come 
upon the land, he blow the trumpet, and 
warn the people; | 

4 Then + whosoever heareth the sound 


of the trumpet, and taketh not warning ; | 


if the sword come, and take him away, 
his blood shall be upon his own head. 
5 He *heard the sound of the trumpet, 
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a watchman. 


and took not warning; his ‘blood shall 
be upon him. But he that taketh warn- 
ing shall deliver his soul. 

6 But if the watchman see the sword 
come, and blow not the trumpet, and the 
people be not warned; if the sword come, 
and take any person from among them, 
he is taken away in his iniquity; but 
his blood will I require at the watch- 
man’s hand. 

7 4] So thou, O son of man, I have set 
thee/ a watchman unto the house of Is- 
rael; therefore * thou shalt hear the word 
at my mouth, and 'warn them from me. 

8 When I say unto the wicked, O wicked 
man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost 
not speak to warn the wicked from his way, 
that wicked man shall die in his "iniquity ; 
but his blood will I require at thy hand. 

9 Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked 
of his way toturn fromit; if he do notturn 
from his way, heshall° die in his iniquity ; 
but Pthou hast delivered thy soul. 

10 Therefore, O thou son of man, speak 
unto the house of Israel; Thus ye speak, 
saying, If our transgressions and our sins 
be upon us, and we “pine away in them, 
how’ should we then live? 

11 Say unto them, As I live, saith the 
Lord Gop, *I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked; but that the wick- 
ed turn from his way and live: turn ye, 
turn ye from your evil ways; for why 
will ye die, O house of Israel? 

12 Therefore, thou son of man, say unto 
the children of thy people, The trighteous- 
ness of the righteous shall not deliver 
him in the day of his transgression: as for 
the wickedness of the wicked, “he shall 
not fall thereby in the day that he turn- 
eth from his wickedness; neither shall 
the righteous be able to live for his ‘reght- 
eousness in the day that he sinneth. 

13 When I shall say to the righteous, 
that he shall surely live; if he trust to 
his own righteousness, and commit ini- 





a chap. 25:12, etc.; Obad.1,etc, * Heb. given,or put. »b chap. 
38:6, 15; 39:2; Jer. 1:14; 4:6. echap.28:21. 4 chap.31: 16. 
© Gen. 35:5; Job 31:23; 2Cor. 5:11. tt Heb. Aland when I 
re | a sword upon her. f chap. 14:17. g 2 Sam. 18:24; 2 Kings, 
¥:17; Hosea 9:8. $ Heb. he that hearing heareth. hb Psa. 
95:7,8; Heb. 2:1-3. ‘chap. 18:13,etc. jcbap. 3:17, ete. 


k chap, 2:7. 12 Chron, 19:10; Col. 1:28, m Gen. 2:17; Rom 
8:13. m Num. 27:3. © Prov. 15:10; John8:24. p Acts20: 2h. 
q chap, 24:23, rchap. 37:11; Psa. 130:7; Isa.49:14. § 2Sam. 
14:14; Lam. 3:33; Hoseall:8; 2 Pet. 3:9. t chap. 3:20; 
18:24, etc. u2Chron.7:14; Rom. 3:25 vil John, 2:1. 
w Rom. 10:3; Phil. 3: 9. 





uities of Meshech and Tubal. Shall be upon their 
ones; their bones shall be left unburied, as a pun- 
ishment for their violence in the land of the srg 5 

31. Shall be comforted; see note chap. 31: 16. 

32. I have caused my terror; another reading 
of the original is, “I have caused his terror;” that 
is, I have permitted Pharaoh to spread terror. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

Time and death are mighty levellers. How do 
they bring down into the dust the strength and 
riches and beauty in which men pen themselves. 
Great and terrible empires, like Assyria, Babylon, 
and Rome; rich and noble families that have long 
surrounded themselves with pomp and luxury; re- 
nowned warriors, statesmen, and orators—these, 





with every thing else on which the men of this 
world set their hearts, sink into the earth together, 
uncared for and forgotten. The immortal soul 
alone, with the deeds which it has done in the 
body, survives, and goes to God's tribunal, to be 
rewarded according to its works. 


CHAPTER XXXIlIl. 


10. Be upon us ; if punishment be exacted of 
us for them. Jn them; in suffering the punish- 
ment of them. They represent themselves as doom- 
ed to destruction, without any hope of forgiveness 
or restoration. The prophet had declared that they 
should pine away for their iniquities, chap. 24: 23; 
but this presupposed their lame sy sin. 


The equity of 


quity, all his righteousnesses shall not 
be remembered; but for his iniquity that 
he hath committed, he shall die for it. 

14 Again, when I say unto the wicked, 
Thou-shalt surely die; *if he turn from 
his sin, and do *that which is lawful 
and right; 

15 If* the wicked restore the pledge, give 
again® that he had robbed, walk in the 
statutes? of life, without committing ini- 
quity ; heshallsurely live, he shall not die. 

16 None of °his sins that he hath com- 
mitted shall be mentioned unto him: he 
hath done that which is lawful and right; 
he shall surely live. 

17 §] Yet the children of thy’people say, 
The way of the Lord is not equal: but 
as for them, their way is not equal. 

18 When the righteous fturneth from 
his righteousness, and committeth ini- 
quity, he shall even die thereby. 

19 Butif the wicked turn from his wick- 
edness, and do that which is lawful and 
right, he shall live thereby. 

20 Yet ye say, The way of the Lord 
is not equal. O ye house of Israel, I will 
judge you "every one after-his ways. 

21 9 And it came to pass in the twelfth 
year of our captivity, in the tenth month, 
in the fifth day of the month, that tone 
that had escaped out of Jerusalem came 
unto me, saying, The city is smitten. 

22 Now the hand of the Lorp was upon 
me in the evening, afore he that was 


escaped came; and had opened my mouth, 


until he came to me in the morning; and 
my mouth was opened, and I was no 
more dumb. 

23 Then the word of the Lorp came 
unto me, saying, 

24 Son of man, they that inhabit those 
wastes of the land of Israel speak, say- 
ing,J/Abraham was one, and he inherited 
the land: but we are many; the land is 
given us for inheritance. 





a Prov. 28:13; Acts 3:19. * Heb. judgment and justice. 
b chap. 18:7, etc. c¢ Ex. 22:1,4; Lev 6:2-5; Luke 19:8 
d Lev. 18:5; Psa. 119: 93 e Micah 7 :18,19; Rom. 5: 16, 21. 
f>Heb: 10 2382) >geBrov: 19): 3). h-2'Cor6:+10>* Rev. 20-213: 
i chap. 24: 26,27. j Isa. 61:2; Joun 8:39, &k Jer. 7: 7-10 
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~God’s dealings, 


25 Wherefore say unto them, 4;%;%#?: 
Thus saith the Lord Gop; Ye eat with 
the blood, and lift up your eyes toward 
your idols, and shed blood: and shall 


ye* possess the land? 


26 Ye stand upon your sword, ye work . 


abomination, and ye defile every one his 
neighbor’s wife: and shall ye possess 
the land 2? 

27 Say thou thus unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord Gop; As I live, surely they that 
are in the wastes shall fall by the sword, 
and him that zs in the open field will I 
give to the beasts to t+ be devoured, and 
they that be in the forts and in the caves 
shall die of the pestilence. 

28 For I will lay the land # most 'des- 
olate, and the pomp of her strength shall 
cease; and the "mountains of Israel shall 
be desolate, that none shall pass through. 

29 Then shall they know that I am the 
Lorp, when I have laid the Jand most 
desolate, because of all their abomina- 
tions which they have committed. 

30 4] Also, thou son of man. the children 
of thy people still are talking § against 
thee by the walls and in the doors of the 
houses, and speak one to another, every 
one to his brother, saying, Come, I pray 
you, and hear what is the word that 
cometh forth from the Lorp. 


31 And they "come unto thee llas the 


people cometh, and *they sit before thee 
as my people, and they hear thy words, 
but they will not do them: ° for with their 
mouth they tshow much love, but their 
heart goeth after their covetousness. 

32 And lo, thou art unto them as a 
very? lovely song of one that hath a 
pleasant voice, and can play well on an 
instrument: for they hear thy words, but 
they do them not. 

_ 33 And when this cometh to pass, (lo, 
it will come,) Pthen shall they know that 
a prophet hath been among them. 





t Heb. devour him. + Heb. d tion and d ti 
44:2, etc. m chap.6:2-6. Q Or, of. — a chap. 14:1; 
|| Heb. according to the coming of the people. 
© Deut. 5:28, 29; Psa. 78:36; Isa. 29 : 13. 
or jests, $ Heb. song of loves. p 1 Sam. 3:19. 





1 Jer. 
90:1, 

* Or, my people. 
t Heb. muke loves, 





22. In the evening--until he came to me in 
the morning; the spirit of prophecy fell upon 
Ezekiel the evening before the arrival of the es- 
caped, so that he began again to speak to the peo- 
ple; but the special message that foliows was re- 
ceived after the news of the taking of the city. 
See note chap. 24: 27. 

24. They that inhabit those wastes ; the rem- 
nant of Israel and Judah, that had not yet gone into 
captivity. Abraham was one—we are many ; 
- if Abraham, who was but one, inherited the land, 
much more shall we inherit it, seeing we are many. 
But they forgot that the land of Canaan was given 
to Abraham for his faith, not for his might. 

20. Eat with the blood; Gen. 9:4; Lev. 
7 20, 2b 

042 


26. Stand upon your sword ; rely on violence. 
eee Against thee; rather, as in the margin, “of 
thee.” 

31. As the people cometh ; as the people come 
to worship God and be instructed in his will; they 
have the form of godliness. ; 

a When this cometh to pass ; the evil threat- 
ened. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-9. God’s government is one of personal re- 
sponsibility. No man can perform his neighbor’s 
duty for him, and no man will be excused for neg- 
lecting his own duty, because his neighbor has 
failed in his. The preacher will be called to a 
strict account for the manner in which he has de- 





livered the message intrusted to him by God; and 
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A reproof of the 


amo QHAPTER XXXIV. 


1 Areproof ofthe shepherds. 7 God’s judgment against 
them. 11 His providence for his flock. 20 The king- 
dom of Christ. 


ND the word of the Lorp came unto 
me, saying, 

2 Son of man, prophesy against the 
shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say 
unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gop unto 
the shepherds ; * Woe be to the shepherds 
of Israel that do feed themselves! should 
not the shepherds feed the flocks ? 

3 Ye "eat the fat, and ye clothe you 
with the wool, ye ‘kill them that are 
fed: but ye feed not the flock. 

4 The ‘diseased have ye not strength- 
ened, neither have ye healed that which 
was sick, neither have ye bound up that 
which was broken, neither have ye brought 
again that which was driven away, nei- 
ther have ye *sought that which was 
lost; but with ‘force and with cruelty 
have ye ruled them. 

5 And &they were scattered, *because 
there" is no shepherd: and they became 
meatito all the beasts of the field, when 
they were scattered. 

6 My sheep? wandered through all the 
mountains, and upon every high hill: 
yea, my flock was ‘scattered upon all the 
face of the earth, and none did search or 
seek after them. 

7 4 Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the 
word of the Lorn; 

8 As I live, saith the Lord Gop, surely 
because my flock became a prey, and my 
flock became meat to every beast of the 
field, because there was no shepherd, nei- 
ther did my shepherds search for my 
flock, but the shepherds 'fed themselves, 
and fed not my flock; 
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shepherds of Israel. 


9 Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the 
word of the Lorp; 

10 Thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, 
I am against the shepherds; and I will 
require™ my flock at their hand, and 
cause them to "cease from feeding the 
flock; neither shall the shepherds feed 
themselves any more; for I will deliver 
my flock from their mouth, that they 
may not be meat for them. 

11 §] For thus saith the Lord Gop; 

Behold, I, even I, will both search my 
sheep, and °seek them out. 
_ 12 Astashepherd seeketh out his flock 
in the day that he is among his sheep 
that are scattered ; so will I seek out my 
sheep, and will deliver them out of all 
places where they have been scattered 
in the cloudy and Pdark day. 

13 And {I will bring them out from 
the people, and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them to their 
own land, and feed them upon the moun- 
tains of Israel by the rivers, and in all 
the inhabited places of the country. 

14 I twill feed them in a good pasture, 
and upon the high mountains of Israel 
shall their fold be: *there shall they lie 
in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall 
they feed upon the mountains of Israel. 

15 Iwilltfeed my flock, and I will cause 
them to lie down, saith the Lord Gop. 
-16 I will "seek that which was lost, 
and bring again that which was driven 
away, and will bind up that which was 
broken, and will strengthen that which 
was sick: but I will ‘destroy the fat and 
the strong; I will feed them with *judg- 
ment. 

17 And as for you, O my flock, thus 
saith the Lord Gop; Behold, I judge be- 





a Jer. 23:1; Zech. 11:16. »b Isa 56:11. ¢ Micah 3:1. 3. 
d Jer. 8:22; Heb.12.12. e Luke 15:4 f1 Pet.5:2,3. g Mat. 
9:36. * Or, without a shepherd. » Zech. 10:2,3. iJer, 12: 9-12, 
John 10:12 ) 1 Pet. 2:25. kJoln10:16. 1 Acts 20:33; 1 Cor. 
9:15. mchap. 3:18, 20; Heb. 13:17, m1 Sam. 2; 29-36. o Psa. 


119:176; Luke 19:10. ¢ Heb. According to the seeking. Pp Isa. 
60:10; Joel 2;1-3. q Isa. 65:9, 10; Jer. 23:3, 4. r Psa. 23: 1,2: 
Isa. 40:11. 8 Jer, 33.12. t Jer. 3:15; John 21:15. u Micah 
4.6; Mat. 18:11-14; Mark 2:17; Luke 5:32. vv Amos 4:1, 2. 


w Jer. 10:24; Micah 7: 14. 








if any have perished through his unfaithfulness, 
their blood will be upon him; but this will not ex- 
cuse the sinner himself, who had God's law writ- 
ten on his conscience, and knew that he was doing 
wrong. Rom. 2: 15. 

10, 11. It is alike wicked, on the one hand to flat- 
ter ourselves with the hope of going unpunished 
while we persevere in sin, and on the other, to take 
a despairing view of God's mercy, as if he were de- 
termined to destroy us, however we humbled our- 
selves before him. Presumption and Sapeeeaney. 
grow out of the same evil root of unbelief. 

12-20. No man has a right to consider himself in 
the way to heaven any farther than he is rendering to 
God present obedience; and no man who is willing 
to turn with hearty repentance from his past trans- 
gressions, need despair of forgiveness and salvation. 

24-29. The children of believers have no right 
to encourage themselves on account of God's favors 
shown to air fathers, any further than they follow 
their holy example. 





30-33. To praise the preacher for his fervor and 
eloquence wid show much love to his person, in- 
stead of obeying his words, is a very common prac- 
tice. But God will reckon all such hearers among 
the rebellious and perverse; and will teach them, 
by the fulfilment of his threatened judgments, that 
aed have rejected not his messengers, but himself. 


Luke 10:16. 
CHAPTER XXXIV. 

“The shepherds of Israel” spoken of in this 
chapter, are all their rulers and guides, as well in 
political as in religious matters. 

10. Require my flock at their hand; call 
them to an account for its destruction. 

17. I judge—he-goats ; more exactly: I judge 
cattle against cattle, against rams and he-goats ; 
I judge and protect the lean cattle against the fat 
cattle; namely, against the rams and he-goats: 
that is, I defend my humble worshippers against 
their proud oppressors. See ver. 20. 


The good Shepherd, 


tween *cattle and cattle, between * the 
rams and the t he-goats. | 

18 Seemeth it a small thing unto you to 
have eaten up the good pasture, but ye 
must tread »down with your feet the 
residue of your pastures? and to have 
drunk of the deep waters, but ye must 
foul the residue with your feet? 

19 And as for my flock, they eat that 
which ye have trodden with your feet; 
and they drink that which ye have fouled 
with your feet. 

20 4] Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop 
unto them; Behold, I, even I, will judge 
between the fat cattle and between the 
lean cattle. 

21 Because ye have thrust with side 
and with shoulder, and pushed all the 
diseased* with your horns, till ye have 
scattered them abroad ; 

22 Therefore will I save my flock, and 
they shall no more be a prey; and I will 
judge between cattle and cattle. 

23 And I will set up ‘one Shepherd 
over them, and he shall feed them, even 
my servant David; he shall feed them, 
and he shall be their shepherd. 

24 And I &the Lorp will be their God, 
and my servant David a ‘prince among 
them; I the Lorp have spoken zt. 

25 And I will make with them a cove- 
nant of peace, and will cause the evil 
beasts® to cease out of the land: and 
they shall dwell 'safely in the wilder- 
ness, and sleep in the woods. 

26 AndI willmake'them and the /places 
round about my hilla blessing; andI will 
cause the shower to come down in his sea- 
son; there shall be showers of blessing. 
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_ and his flock. 


27 And the tree of the field shall “4% 23° 
yield her fruit, and the earth shall yield 
her increase, and they shall be safe in 
their land, and shall know that I am the 
Lorp, when I have broken the bands of 
their yoke, and delivered them out of the 
hand of those that served themselves of 
them. 

28 And they shall no more be a prey to 
the heathen, neither shall the beast of the 
land devour them; but they shall dwell 
safely, and none shall make them afraid. 

29 And*I will raise up for them a Plant 
of# renown, and they shall be no more 
consumed’ with hunger in the land, nei- 
ther bear the shame of the heathen any 
more. 

30 Thus shall they know that I the 
Lorp their God am with them, and that 
they, even the house of Israel, are my 
people, saith the Lord Gop. 

31 And ye my flock, the ‘flock of my 
pasture, are men, and I am your God, 
saith the Lord Gop. 


CHAPTER XXXV. 


The judgment of mount Seir for their hatred of Israel. 


“OREOVER the word of the Lorp 
came unto me, saying, 

2 Son of man, set thy face against mount 
Seir,™ and "prophesy against it, 

3 And say unto it, Thus saith the Lord 
Gop; Behold, O mount Seir, I am against 
thee, and I will stretch out my hand 
against thee, and I will make thee ! most 
desolate. 

4 I will lay thy cities waste, and thou 
shalt be desolate, and thou shalt know 
that I am the Lorp. 





* Heb. small cattle of lambs and kids a Mat.25:32. + Heb. 
great he-goats, bLuke1ll:52, ¢ Luke 13: 14-16. d@ Jer. 23: 4,5; 
John 10:11; Heb, 13:20, e Ex. 29:45; Isa. 43:2,3; Rev. 21: 3. 
f Luke 1:32, 33. g Isa. 35:9. h Jer. 23:6. i Zech. 8:13. j Psa. 


133:35 k& isa. il: 1,:etc... 2.0r, for: 1 Luke 
12:32. m Deut. 2:5, n chap, 24:12, etc. ; Jer. 49:7, etc. ; 


Amos 1:11, 12; Obad. 10, etc. |} Heb. desolation and desolation. 


@ Heb. taken away. 





23. One Shepherd—my servant David; the 
Messiah, who is “ the good shepherd,” John 10: 14. 

29. A Plant of renown ; the same as “a right- 
eous Branch,” Jer. 23:5; that is, the Messiah. 
The fulfilment of the promises recorded in this 
chapter extends through the whole history of the 
true church to the end of time. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2, 3. It is the business of rulers and religious 
teachers to seek the welfare of those committed to 
their care, not their own pleasure and emolument. 
They who use the holy office of the ministry as a 
means of advancing their worldly interests, and are 
more anxious to find good places for themselves 
than to “feed the flock of God,” are hirelings, and 
not true shepherds. God will be against them, and 
will give their work to others who will perform it 
faithfully, ver. 10 

4. Christ’s ministers ought, after the example of 
their great Master, to bestow special labor upon 
“men of low degree ;” carefully seeking out the 
poor and friendless, the feeble-minded, the ignorant, 
and the erring; remembering in all their ministra- 
tions, that Christ has sent them “ to seek and save 
that ise was lost.” 





5, 6. When pastors are unfaithful, “ seeking their 
own, not the things which are Jesus Christ’s,” their 
flocks are soon scattered—a prey to the destroyer. 

7-22. God will see that his church is provided 
with faithful shepherds. If those whom he has set 
over her neglect their work, and seek their own 
pleasure, profit, or honor, he will take from them 
the kingdom of heaven and give it to pastors after 
his own heart. Jer. 3:15; Mat. 21:43. 

23, 24. The Lord Jesus is the great Shepherd 
and Prince of the churches. From him alone all 
the under-shepherds receive grace to perform their 
sacred office aright; and to him alone must his 
pone look, in times of declension and destitution, 
or a supply of faithful pastors. 

25-31. Whatever may be the general state of 
Christ’s church, he supplies all the wants of those 
who make him the Shepherd and Bishop of their 
souls; defends them from every enemy, makes all 
their trials work together for their sel and finally 
gathers them into his heavenly fold, where they 
shall no more hunger orthirst for ever. He will 
in due time extend his church universal over all 
the earth, and fill all nations, through her, with 
light, and peace, and blessedness. 

















The judgment 


petual hatred, and hast tshed the blood 
of the children of Israel by the # force 
of the sword in the time of their calam- 
ity, in the time that thecr iniquity had an 
end.* 

6 Therefore, as I live, saith the Lord 
Gop, I will prepare thee unto blood, and 
blood shall pursue thee: “since thou hast 
not hated blood, even blood shall pursue 
thee. 

7 Thus will I make mount Seir § most 
desolate, and cut off from it *him that 
passeth out and him that returneth. 

8 And I will fill his mountains with 
his slain men: in thy hills, and in thy 
valleys, and in all thy rivers, shall they 
fall that are slain with the sword. 

9 I will make thee perpetual desola- 
tions, and thy ‘cities shall not return: 
and ye shall know that I am the Lorp. 

10 Because thou hast said, These two 
nations and these two countries shall be 
mine, and we will possess it; |! whereas 
the §Lorp was there: 

11 Therefore, as I live, saith the Lord 
Gop, I will even do "according to thine 
anger, and according to thine envy, which 
thou hast used out of thy hatred against 
them; and I will make myself known 
among them, when I have judged thee. 

12 And thou shalt know that I am the 
Lorn, and that I have ‘heard all thy 
blasphemies which thou hast spoken 
against the mountains of Israel, saying, 
They are laid desolate, they are given 
usi to *consume. 

13 Thus ‘with your mouth ye have 
boastedt against me, and have multi- 
plied your words against me: I have 
heard them. 

14 Thus saith the Lord Gop; When 
the 'whole earth rejoiceth, I will make 
thee desolate. 


EZEKIEL XXXVI. 


AM: 307. 5 Because thou hast had a *per- | 


of mount Seir. 


15 As thou didst rejoice at the inheri- 
tance of the house of Israel, because it 
was desolate, so will I do unto thee: 
thou shalt be desolate, O mount Seir, 
and all Idumea, even all of it; and they 


shall know that I am the Lorp. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 


1 The land of Israel is comforted, both by destruction 
of the heathen, who spitefully used it, 8 and by the 
blessings of God promised unto it. 16 Israel was 
rejected for their sin, 21 and shall be restored without 
their desert. 25 The blessings of Christ’s kingdom. 


LSO, thou son of man, prophesy unto 

the mountains of Israel, and say, Ye 
mountains of Israel, hear the word of 
the Lorp: 

2 Thus saith the Lord Gop; Because 
the enemy hath said against you, Aha, 
even the ancient "high places are ours 
in ” possession ; © 

3 Therefore prophesy and say, Thus 
saith the Lord Gop; + Because they have 
made you desolate, and swallowed you 
up on every side, that ye might be a 
possession unto the residue of the hea- 
then, and ye are $taken up °in the lips 
of talkers, and are an infamy of the 
people ; 

4 Therefore, ye mountains of Israel, 
hear the word of the Lord Gop; Thus 
saith the Lord Gop to the mountains 
and to the hills, to the !rivers and to the 
valleys, to the desolate wastes and to the 
cities that are forsaken, which became a 
prey? and 4derision to the residue of the 
heathen that are round about; 

5 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gon; 
Surely in the ‘fire of my jealousy have 
I spoken against the residue of the hea- 
then, and against all *Idumea, which 
have tappointed my land into their pos- 
session with the joy of all their heart, 
with despiteful minds, to cast it out for 


a prey. 





* Or, hatred of old; chap. 25:15. f Heb. red out the chil- 
dren. $ Heb. hands. @ chap, 21:25,29. b ry 137:7. © Psa. 
109:17. @ Heb. desolation and desolation; ver. 3. 4 Judg. 5: 6,7. 
e chap. 32:5. f Mal. 1:3,4. || Or, though. g chap.48:35; Psa. 
48: 1-3; 132:13. bJames2:13. i Psa.94:9,!0, j chap.36:2; 
Psa. 83:12,13. * Heb. devour. jf Heb. magnified. k 1 Sam. 


m Deut. 32:13. m chap. 
@ Or, made to come upon 
|| Or, bottoms, or dales. 

r Zeph. 3:8. 8 Isa. 


3:3; Pea. 73:8,9. 1 Isa. 65:13, 14. 
35:10. 4 Heb. Becuuse fur because, 
the lip of the tongue. © Psa. 79:10. 
p Jer. 25: 9-13; 29:10. @ Psa. 79: 4. 
34;5,6; Lam.4:21. t chap. 35: 10, 11. 





CHAPTER XXXV. 
5. Had a perpetual hatred; the hatred of 
Edom towards Israel and Judah, and his malicious 


exultation over the calamities which came upon 


them, is the chief sin laid to the charge of this 
nation. Compare chap. 25: 12; Amos 1:11; Obad. 


10-15. Their iniquity had an end; see note 
chap. 21: 25, 


6. ‘Hast not hated blood; hast loved to shed 
blood, ver. 5. “ 

10. These two nations; Judah and Israel. 
The Lord was there; made the land of Judah 
and ¥;rael, which he had given to Abraham's seed, 
his peculiar dwelling-place. 4 

5. ; Idiimea ; the same as Edom. 
INSTRUCTIONS. : 

When God’s people fall before their enemies, he 





will raise them up again; but when he destroys 
the enemies of his people, they perish utterly and 
for ever. Where ancient Edom now is, there will 
be all who hate and persecute Christ's disciples, and 
think to enrich themselves by their calamities. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 


This and the following chapter contain a proph- 
ecy of the restoration of the remnant of both houses 
of Israel to their own land. But with this. the 
spirit of prophecy connects the whole future in- 
crease sat prosperity of the church, of which the 
deliverance from Babylon was the sure pledge. 
In and through that deliverance, God revealed to 
the prophet still higher blessings reserved for “ the 


last days.” 
2. The enemy hath said; see chap. 35: 10, 
1045 


God comforteth 


6 Prophesy therefore concerning the 
land of Israel, and say unto the moun- 
tains and to the hills, to the rivers and 
to the valleys, Thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Behold, I have spoken in my jealousy 
and in my fury, because ye have borne 
the *shame of the heathen: 

7 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
I have lifted up my hand, Surely the 
heathen that are about you, they shall 
bear their shame. 

8 J But ye, O °mountains of Israel, ye 
shall shoot forth your branches, and yield 
your fruit to my people of Israel; for they 
are at hand to come. 

9 For, behold, I am for you, and TI will 
turn ¢unto you, and ye shall be tilled 
and sown: 

10 And I will multiply men upon you, 
all the house of Israel, even all of it: and 
the cities shall be inhabited, and the 
wastes® shall be builded: 

11 And ‘I will multiply upon you man 
and beast; and they shall increase and 
bring fruit: and I will settle you after 
your old estates, and will do better unto 
you than at your beginnings: and ye shall 
know" that I am the Lorp. 

12 Yea, [ will cause men to walk upon 
you, even my people Israel; and ‘they 
shall possess thee, and thou shalt be 
their inheritance, and thou shalt no more 
henceforth bereave them of men. 

13 Thus saith the Lord Gop; Because 
they say unto you, Thou land / devour- 
est up men, and hast bereaved thy na- 
tions ; 

14 Therefore thou shalt devour men no 
more, neither *bereave thy nations any 
more, saith the Lord Gop. 

15 Neither will I cause men to hear in 
thee the shame of the heathen any more, 
neither shalt thou bear the * reproach of 
the people any more, neither shalt thou 
cause thy nations to fall any more, saith 
the Lord Gop. 

16 YJ Moreover the word of the Lorp 
came unto me, saying, 

17 Son of man, when the house of Is- 
rael dwelt in their own land, they !de- 
filed it by their own way and by their 
doings: their way was before me as the 
uncleanness™ of a removed woman. 


EZEKIEL XXXVI. 


the land of Israel. 


A. M. 3417. 


18 Wherefore I poured my fury *,%°27 
upon them for the "blood that they had 
shed upon the land, and for their idols 
wherewith they had polluted it: 

19 AndI scattered them among the hea- 
then, and they were dispersed through the 
countries: according to their way and ac- 
cording to their doings I judged them. 

20 And when they entered unto the 
heathen, whither they went, °they pro- 
faned my holy name, when they said to 
them, These are the people of the Lorp, 
and are gone forth out of his land. 

21 Y ButI had pity for my holy Pname, 
which the house of Israel had profaned 
among the heathen, whither they went. 

22 Therefore say unto the house of Is- 
rael, Thus saith the Lord Gop; I do not 
this for 1your sakes, O house of Israel, 
but for my ‘holy name’s sake, which ye 
have profaned among the heathen, whith- 
er ye went. 

23 And Iwill sanctify my great name, 
which was profaned:among the heathen, 
which ye have profaned in the midst of 
them; and the heathen shall know that 
Iam the Lorp, saith the Lord Gop, when 
I shall be sanctified in t you before t their 
eyes. 

24 For I "will take you from among 
the heathen, and gather you out of all 
countries, and will bring you into your 
own land. 

25 § Then’ willl sprinkle clean ¥ wa- 
ter upon you, and ye shall be clean: 
from all your *filthiness, and from all 
your idols, will I cleanse you. 

26 A new Yheart also will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put within you: 
and I will take away the *stony heart 
out of your flesh, and I will give you a 
heart of * flesh. 

27 And I will put my ?Spirit within 
you, and cause you to ° walk in my stat- 
utes, and ye shall keep my judgments, 
and do them. 

28 And ye shall dwell in the land that 
I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be 
my ‘people, and I will be your God. 

29 I will also °save you from all your 
uncleannesses: and I will fcall for the 
corn, and will increase it, and lay no 
famine upon you. 








a Psa. 123:3, 4. bchap. 20:5. ¢ Amos 9:13, 14, d Psa. 99: 8. 
elsa. 61:4. f Jer. 31:27; 33.12. g Isa. 54:7-10. h Isa. 52: 4-6 
i Obad. 17, ete. j Num. 13:32.  * Or, cause tofall,  &k Psa. 
89.50, 51; Zeph 2:8.) Lev, 18. 25-28; Jer.2:7. m Lev, 15:19, 
etc. n chap. 16:36. 38; 23:37, o Rom.2:24. p Psa, 74; 18. 
q Psa.115:1 + Psa. 106:8 8 Psa, 46:10.  ¢ chap. 20:40; 
28:22; 1 Pet.2:9. fF Or, your. u chap. 34:13; 37:21, etc. ; 





6. Shame ; reproach, ver. 3. 

8. Are at hand to come ; shall speedily return 
from their captivity. In respect to promises of 
this kind, compare 2 Pet. 3:8, 9. 

13. Devourest up men ;. thy people are contin- 
ually be war, pestilence, and famine. 

0) 





v Isa. 52:15; Heb. 10:22, w Joln3:5, x Jer. 
1 Cor. 6: 11. y chap. 11:19; Psa, 51:10; 
a Deut. 30:6; 2 Cor.3:3. b Rom. 
¢ Gal.,5: Is; 
e Mat. 


Psaz 107: 2,3. 
33:8; Zech. 13:1; 
Jer. 32:39. 2 Zech. 7; 12. 
8:9, 15; 1 Cor.3:16; Eph. 1:13, 14; 1 John, 3:24, 
Col. 2:6; 1 John, 1:6,7; 2John,6. 4d Hosea 1: 10, 
1:21; Rom. 6:14; 11:26. f Hosea 2:21, 22. 





23. Sanctify ; make holy and honorable. 

25. Then will I sprinkle ; the glorious prom- 
ise that follows is fulfilled to the church from age 
to age, in the sanctifying grace which God bestows 
upon her. Its highest fulfilment belongs to the 
Christian dispensation. Jog 
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The vision of 
fre. 30 And I will multiply the fruit 
of the tree, and the increase of the field, 
that ye shall receive no more reproach 
of famine among the heathen. 

31 Then shall ye *remember your own 
evil ways, and your doings that were not 
good, and shall *loathe yourselves in your 
own sight for your iniquities and for your 
abominations. 

32 Not ‘for your sakes do I this, saith 
the Lord Gop, be it known unto you: be 
ashamed and confounded for your own 
ways, O house of Israel. 

33 Thus saith the Lord Gop; In the 
day that I shall have cleansed you from 
all your iniquities, I will also cause you 
to ‘dwell in the cities, and the wastes 
shall be builded. 

34 And the desolate land shall be tilled, 
whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all 
that passed by. 

35 And they shall say, This land that 
was desolate is become like the garden 
of ‘Eden; and the waste and desolate 
and ruined cities are become fenced, and 
are inhabited. 

36 Then the heathen that are left round 
about you shall know that I the Lorp 
build the ruined places, and plant that 
that was desolate: I the Lorp have spo- 
ken at, and I will ‘do it. 

37 Thus saith the Lord Gop; I will yet 
for this be Sinquired of by the house of 
Israel," to do it for them; I will increase 
them with men like a flock. 

38 As the *holy flock, as the flock of 
Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so shall 
the waste cities be filled with flocks of 


EZEKIEL XXXVII. 


the dry bones. 


men: and they shall know that Iam the 
Lorp. 


CHAPTER XXXVII. 


1 By the resurrection of dry bones, 11 the dead hope 
of Israel is revived. 15 By the uniting of two sticks, 
18 is shown the incorporation of Israel into Judah. 
20 The promises of Chnist’s kingdom. 


HE hand of the Lorp was upon me, 

and carried me out in the ‘Spirit of 
the Lorn, and set me down in the midst 
of the valley which was full of bones, 

2 And caused me to pass by them round 
about: and behold, there were very many 
in the open tvalley; and lo, they were 
very dry. 

3 And he said unto me, Son of man, 
can these bones live? AndI answered, 
O Lord Gon, thou ! knowest. 

4 Again he said unto me, Prophesy 
upon these bones, and say unto them, O 
ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lorp. 

5 Thus saith the Lord Gop unto these 
bones ; Behold, I will cause * breath to 
enter into you, and ye shall live: 

6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and 
will bring up flesh upon you, and cover 
you with skin, and put breath in you, 
and ye shall live; and ye shall !'know 
that I am the Lorp. 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded: 
and as I prophesied, there was a ™ noise, 
and behold a shaking, and the bones 
came together, bone to his bone. 

8 And when I beheld, lo, the sinews 
and the flesh came up upon them, and 
the skin covered them above: but there 
was no breath in them. 

9 Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto 





a chap. 16,61, 63. b Rom. 6:21. ¢ Deut.9:5. d Zech. 8:7.8. 
e Joel 2:3. f Hosea 14:4-9. g Zech. 10:6.9; 13:9; Heb. 
4:16; 1Jobn, 5:14. — b chap. 20:31; Heb. 10:21,22... * Heb. 


38. The holy flock ; the flock that was brought 
to Jerusalem for sacrifice. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-15. When God's people are unfaithful to him, 
he will chastise them and humble them before the 
world; yet he will not allow their enemies finally 
to prevail over them and triumph in their destruc- 
tion, but will, for his own name’s sake, have mercy 
upon them, and restore them to more than their 
former prosperity and strength, while he puts to 
shame all who hate them. 

16-24. When God visits and revives his people 
after a season of declension and weakness, they 
should remember that he does this, not for their 
sake, but for the glory of his own name. They 
have deserved only evil at his hand. He has mercy 
upon them, because he will magnify himself in 
their salvation. Ver. 33. 

25-27. The beginning of all true reformation is 
the inward cleansing of the soul by God's Spirit. 

is power alone can change the heart of stone to 
flesh. When this is done, men will render willing 
obedience to all God’s statutes and judgments. 
It is by “ the washing of regeneration and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost,” that God continues to his 
church, from age to age, a seed of spiritual wor- 


25 





shippers. 


flock of holy things. 
) Deut. 32:39: John 5:21; 11:25,26; Rom. 4:17. 
| Joel 2:27. m Acts 2:2, etc. 


i Luke 4:1; Acts 8:39. f Or, champaign. 
k ver. 9, 10. 





28-30. Hearty repentance, with works meet for 
repentance, brings a return of peace and prosperity 
to churches and to individuals. Ver. 33-35. 

31. The effect of God’s forgiving love upon true 
believers is not to lift them up with pride, but to 
humble them. The more mercies he bestows upon 
them, the more they loathe themselves in view of 
their vileness and unworthiness. 

36. God will make his presence and power so 
manifest in his church, that her enemies without 
shall be compelled to see and acknowledge that he 
is with her, as her almighty Friend and Helper. 

37. It is through fervent prayer alone that God's 

eople can obtain of him the rich blessings which 
Re has promised them. 


CHAPTER XXXVII. 


By a vision of the resurrection of dry bones, God 
represents to the prophet the restoration of his peo. _ 
ple from their present depraved condition, ver. 
1-14; by another symbol, he sets forth the reunion 
of Judah and Israel in one body, ver. 15-22. From 
this event he then passes immediately to the future 
enlargement of the spiritual Israel under the reign 
of the Messiah, of which the restoration of the lit- 
eral Israel was an earnest, and for which it pre- 





ared the way. 
: 1047 


The union of 


the *wind, prophesy, son of man, and say 
to the wind, Thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Come? from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they 
may live. 

10 So I prophesied as he commanded 
me, and the breath »came into them, and 
they lived, and stood up upon their feet, 
an exceeding great army. . 

11 “| Then he said unto me, Son of 
man, these bones are the *whole house 
of Israel: behold, they 4say, Our bones 
are dried, and our hope is lost: we are 
cut off for our parts. 

12 Therefore ‘prophesy and say unto 
them, Thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, 
O my people, fI will open your graves, and 
cause you to come up out of your graves, 
and bring you into the land of Israel. 

13 And ye shall know that I am the 
Lorp, when I have opened your graves, 
O my people, and brought you up out of 
your graves, 

14 And shall put my Spirit in you, and 
ye shall live, and I shall place you in 
your own land: then shall ye know that 
I the Lorp have spoken zt, and performed 
it, saith the Lorn. 

15 4 The word of the Lorp came again 
unto me, saying, 

16 Moreover, thou son of man, take 
thee one stick, and write upon it, For 
Judah, and for the children of &Israel 
his companions: then take another stick, 
and write upon it, For Joseph, the stick 
of Ephraim, and for all the house of Is- 
rael his companions :: 

17 And join them one to another into 
one stick; and they shall become one in 
thy hand. 

18 4] And when the children of thy peo- 
ple shall speak unto thee, saying, Wilt thou 
not show us what thou meanest by these? 

19 Say® unto them, Thus saith. the 
Lord Gop; Behold, I will take the stick 
of Joseph, which ¢s in the hand of Ephra- 

* Or, breath. a Cant. 4:16 b Psa. 104:30; Rev. 1:11. ¢2 
Cor. 5:14; Eph.2:1. 4 Psa. 77: 7-9; Isa. 49°14. ¢ Job 39: 14, 
15. f Isa.26:19; Hosea 13:14; 1 Thes. 4:16; Rev. 20.13. g 2 


Chron, 30: 11-18. bh Zech. 10:6, ft iisa: Dl. 12. 13:;-Jer 3218, 
50:4; Hoseal:1l. J chap. 36:25,etce. k Lev. 20.7,8: Micali 
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Israel and Judah. 


im, and the tribes of Israel his *3%°: 
fellows, and will put them with him, 
even with the stick of Judah, and make 
them one stick, and they shall be one in 
my hand. 

20 4 And the sticks whereon thou writ- 
est shall be in thy hand before their eyes. 

21 And say unto them, Thus saith the 
Lord Gop; Behold, I will take the chil- 
dren of Israel from among the heathen, 
whither they be gone, and will gather 
them on every side, and bring them into 
their own land: 

22 And I'will make them one nation in 
the land upon the mountains of Israel ; 
and one king shall be king to them all: 
and they shall be no more two nations, 
neither shall they be divided into two 
kingdoms any more at all: 

23 Neither/shall they defile themselves 
any more with their idols, nor with their 
detestable things, nor with any of their 
transgressions: but *I will save them 
out of all their dwelling-places, wherein 
they have sinned, and will'cleanse them: 
so shall ™they be my people, and I will 
be their God. ) 

24 And® David my servant shall be king 
over them; and they all shall have ° one 
shepherd: they shall also P walk in my 
judgments, and Yobserve my statutes, and 
do them. 

25 And they shall dwell in the land 
that I have given unto Jacob my servant, 
wherein your fathers have dwelt; and 
they shall dwell therein, even they, and 
their children, and their children’s chil- 
dren for Tever: and my servant David 
shall be their prince for Sever. 

26 Moreover I will make a covenant 
of tpeace with them: it shall be an ever- 
lasting “covenant with them: and I will 
place them, and multiply them, and will 
set my ‘sanctuary in the midst of them 
for evermore. 

27 My “tabernacle also shall be with 


7.19. | Eph. 6:26,27; Heb 9.13, 14; 1 Jolm,1:7,9. ™m Rev. 
21:3,4. n chap. 34:23, 24. o John 10:16; Eph.4:4-6. P lL John, 





2.6. 4 1Cor.11:2. °F Isa, 60:21; Amos9:15. 8s Luke 1.32, 
BB}. t chap. 34:25; John 14: 27. u Isa. 55:3; Jer. 32:40. 
v 2 Cor. 6:16. Ww chap, 43:7; Rev. 21:3. 





11. We are cut off for our parts ; more lter- 
erally, “as for us, we are cut off.” 

16. For Judah—his companions ; that is, for 
the kingdom of Judah and that part of Israel that 
belongs to it, namely, the two tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin. For Joseph; a mode of designating 
the kingdom of Israel, after the separation of the 
ten tribes, because its principal tribes, Ephraim 
and Manasseh, were descended from Joseph. Amos 
0:15; 6:6. 

24. David my servant; the Messiah of Da- 
vid’s line, and of whom David was an eminent 
type. John 10:11, 16. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 
1-14. God is the eternal and uncreated source 


of all life, natural and spiritual. No condition, this. 
1048. 





side of the prison of despair, is beyond the reach of 
his saving power. He who will restore the bodies 
of all his saints-to life and immortality “in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump,” 
and grant them an everlasting victory over death 
and the grave. is well able, here on earth, to de- 
liver them in every extremity, however desperate 
it may appear in the judgment of man. 

15-28. Schisms and divisions in the household 
of faith are not of God, but of the wicked one. 
Our Saviour’s last prayer for his disciples was that 
all might be one in himself and the Father, as the 
Father and he are one. This prayer must be ful- 
filled in the reunion of God’s divided family, before 
she can reach that glorious state of enlargement 
and prosperity which is promised in the last days. 














The army, and EZEKIEL 
cor. them: yea, I will be their God, 


and they shall be my people. 

28 And the heathen shall know that I 
the Lory do sanctify Israel, when my 
sanctuary shall be in the midst of them 
for evermore. 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 


1 The army, 8 and malice of Gog. 14 God’s judgment 
against him. 


ND the word of the Lorp came unto 
me, saying, 

2 Son of man, set thy face against *Gog, 
the land of Magog, *the chief prince of 
Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against 
him, 

3 And say, »Thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the 
chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: 

4 And I will turn thee back, and put 
hooks* into thy jaws, and I will bring 
thee forth, and all thine army, horses 
and horsemen, all of them ‘clothed with 
all sorts of armor, even a great company 
with bucklers and shields, all of them 
handling swords: 

5 Persia, Ethiopia, and t Libya with 
them; all of them with shield and helmet: 

6 Gomer,’ and all his bands; the house 
of ‘Togarmah of the north quarters, and 
all his bands: and many people with thee. 

7 Be thou prepared, and prepare for 
thyself, thou, and all thy company that 
are assembled unto thee, and be thou a 
guard unto them. 

8 {| After many days "thou shalt be 
visited: in the latter years thou shalt 
come into the land that is brought back 
from the sword, and is gathered out of 
many people, against the ‘mountains of 
Israel, which have been always waste: 
but itis brought/ forth out of the nations, 
and they shall dwell safely * all of them. 


a Rev. 20:8, 9. * Or, prince of the chief. b chap. 39:2. ¢ chap 
29:4; 2 Kings, 19: 28, chap. 23: 12. Or, Phut ; chap. 27:10; 
26 e Gen. 10:2. f chap.27:14. g Amos4:12, h Isa. 29:6. 
i chap. 36:1,4,8 j1Peter,2:9. k chap. 28:26. 1 Isa. 8:9, 10 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 
This and the following chapter contain a proph- 
ecy of the invasion of “the mountains of Israel” 
by an immense multitude “out of the north parts,” 
assisted by many allies. It shall take place “in 
the latter years,” after Israel has been “ brought 
back from the sword, and is gathered out of man 
 taane and is dwelling safely in “ unwalled “it. 
ages ;” and the invaders shall be overthrown with 
immense slaughter. It is generally agreed that 
the fulfilment of this prophecy is yet future. Per- 
haps it is the same assault as that predicted in 
Rey. 20:8, 9, which takes place after the binding 
of Satan for a thousand years. 
; Gog seems to 


2. Gog, the land of Mago 
agog the people. Magog 








be here the leader, and 
was descended from Japheth, and is named wit 
other northern tribes, Gen. 10: 2. 

. Hooks into thy jaws; see note on Isaiah 
37:29. Bring thee forth ; out of my land. 








XXXVIII. 


9 Thou shalt ascend and come like a 
storm, thou shalt be like a cloud to cover 
the land, thou, and all thy bands, and 
many people with thee. 

10 Thus saith the Lord Gop; It shall 
also come to pass, that at the same time 
shall things come into thy mind, and 
thou shalt #think an evil thought: 

11 And thou shalt say, I will go up to 
the land of unwalled villages; I will go 
to "them that are at rest, that dwell Ssafe- 
ly, all of them dwelling without walls, 
and having neither bars nor gates. 

12 Tolltake a spoil, and to take a prey; 
to turn thy hand upon the desolate places 
that are now inhabited, and upon the peo- 
ple that are gathered out of the nations, 
which have gotten cattle and goods, that 
dwell in the *midst of the land. 

13 Sheba, and Dedan, and the mer- 
chants of Tarshish, with all "the young 
lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art 
thou come to take a spoil? hast thou 
gathered thy company to take a prey? to 
carry away silver and gold, to take away 
cattle and goods, to take a great spoil? 

14 4] Therefore, son of man, prophesy 
and say unto Gog, Thus saith the Lord 
Gop; In that day when my people of 
Israel dwelleth °safely, shalt thou not 
know P it ? 

15 And thou shalt come from thy place 
out of the north parts, thou, and many 
people with thee, all of them riding upon 
horses, a great company, and a mighty 
army: 

16 And thou shalt come up against my 
people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the 
land ; it shall be in the latter days, and 
I will bring thee against my land, that 
the? heathen may know me, when I shall 
be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their 
eyes. 


malice of Gog. 





¥ Or, conceive a mischievous purpose. m Jer. 49:31. % Or, con 
Sidently. || Heb spoil the spoil, and to prey the prey ; chap. 29.19. 
* Heb. navel ; ade ots.) SBEChAp.Y23: 6; Psa b7: 455), 01 der 
23.6. p chap.37:28. q Ex. 14:4. 


0, 6. Persta—Togarmah ; these are the allies 
of Gog. 

7. Be thou prepared ; God is here represented 
as calling forth Gog, that he may meet his final 
overthrow, ver. 16. 

8. Visited; punished ; for his invasion of Israel 
is the occasion of his overthrow. But many ren- 
der, “shall be made chief ;” that is, of all the in- 
vading hosts. Land that is brought back; land 
whose people are brought back. Always waste ; 
during the long exile of God’s people from them. 
It ts brought forth; the same as, “the land that 
is brought back ;” that is, the people belonging to 
it are brought forth. 

11. Land of unwalled villages ; these words 
indicate a long period of peace and security, in 
which walls have been omitted as unnecessary. 

12. Desolate places; once desolate, yer. 8. 

13. Sh ehain Dade Torshesh ; these seem to 
be the allies of Gog. Young aaa ia 

0 


God’s judgments 


17 Thus saith the Lord Gop; Art thou 
he of whom] have spoken in old time *by 
my servants the prophets of Israel, which 
prophesied in those days many years, that 
I would bring thee against them ? 

18 And it shall come to pass at the 
same time when Gog shall come against 
the land of Israel, saith the Lord Gop, 
that my fury shall come up in my face. 

19 For in my “jealousy and in the fire 
of my wrath have I spoken, Surely in 
that *day there shall be a great shaking 
in the land of Israel ; 

20 So that the fishes of the sea, and the 
fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the 
field, and all creeping things that creep 
upon the earth, and all the men that are 
upon the face of the earth, shall shake at 
my presence, and the mountains shall be 
thrown down, and the? steep places shall 
fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground. 

21 And I will call for a sword against 
him throughout all my mountains, saith 
the Lord Gop: every man’s sword shall 
be against his brother. 

22 And I will plead against him with 
pestilence and with blood; and I will 
rain upon him, and upon his bands, and 
upon the many people that ave with him, 
an overflowing rain, and great °hail- 
stones, fire, and brimstone. 

23 Thus will I magnify myself, and 
sanctify myself; and I will be known in 
the eyes of many nations, and they shall 
know that I am the Lorp. 


CHAPTER XXXIX. 


1 God’s judgment upon Gog. 8 Israel’s victory. 11 
Gog’s burial in Hamon-gog. 17 The feast of the 
fowls. 23 Israel, having been plagued for their sins, 
shall be gathered again with eternal favor. 


HEREFOREH, thou son of man, proph- 
esy against 4Gog, and say, Thus 
saith the Lord Gop; Behold, I am against 
thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech 
and Tubal: 
2 And I will turn thee back, and # leave 


EZEKIEL XXXIX. 


upon Gog. 


but the sixth part of thee, and will *4°6"%r 
cause thee to come up from the Snorth 
parts, and will bring thee upon the moun- 
tains of Israel: 

3 And I will smite thy bow out of thy 
left hand, and will cause thine arrows 
to fall out of thy right hand. 

4 Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of 
Israel, thou, and all thy bands, and the peo- 
ple that 7s with thee: I will give thee unto 
the ravenous © birds of every | sort, and to 
the beasts of the field, to *be devoured. 

5 Thou shalt fall upon the fopen field: . 
for I have spoken zt, saith the Lord Gop. 

6 And I will send a ffire on Magog, and 
among them that dwell ‘carelessly in the 
isles:& and they shall know that I am 
the Lorp. 

7 So willl make my holy name known 
inthe midst of my people Israel; and I will 
not let them pollute my holy name any 
more: and the heathen shall know that 
I am the Lorp, the Hoky One in Israel. 

8 § Behold, ‘it is come, and it is done, 
saith the Lord Gop; this zs the day 
whereof I have spoken. 

9 And they that dwell in the cities of Is- 
rael shall go forth, and shall set on fire and 
burn the weapons, both the shields and the 
bucklers, the bows and the arrows, and 
the Shand-staves, and the spears, and they 
shall |! burn!them with fire seven years: 

10 So that they shall take no wood out 
of the field, neither cut down any out of 
the forests; for they shall burn the weap- 
ons with fire: and they shall * spoil those 
that spoiled them, and rob those that 
robbed them, saith the Lord Gop. 

11 9 And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that I will give unto Gog a place 
there of graves in Israel, the valley of 
the passengers on the east of the sea; 
and it shall stop the *noses of the pas- 
sengers: and there shall they bury Gog 
and all his multitude, and they shall 
call zt, The valley of t Hamen-gog. 





* Heb by tre hands of a Joel2:18.  b Joel 3:16; Zech. 
14:4, etc. f Or, towers, or stairs. ¢ Rev. 16:21. d chap. 33: 2, 
ete.  t Or, stroke thee with six plagues, or, draw thee back with 
a hook of six teeth. Heb. sides of the north, e Rev. 19: 17-21. 
|| Heb. wing. * Heb. devour. 7 Heb. fuce of the field. f Amos 


l:4,ete £ Or,confidently. g Isa. 66.19; Jer. 25:22; Zeph. 
2:11 hb Ex. 20:7; Lev. 18:21. i Rev 16:17; 21:6. @ Or, 
javelins. || Or, make a fire of them. j Psa. 46:9, k Isa. 14:2. 


* Or, mouths. + That is, The multitude of Gog. 





17. Of whom I have spoken in old time; 
compare Isa. 29:5-8; Joel 3:9-16; Zeph. 3:8. 
All these prophets represent the final deliverance of 
God’s people as preceded by a general assault of 
all their enemies upon them. 

19-22. A great shaking —hailstones, fire, 
and brimstone; compare Isa. 29:6; 30:30; 
Rev. 16:18, 21. Such descriptions are generally 
to be understood figuratively of the effects of God’s 
wrath. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

So far as the powers of darkness are left at lib- 
erty, they will stir up wicked men to persecute 
God's people. Hereafter, as in past ages, we may 
expect mighty combinations of ungodly rulers and 
corrupt eo to hinder, and if possible extin- 
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guish, the light and liberty of the gospel. But 
God will turn their counsels into foolishness, and 
make their mischievous plots the means of their 
own destruction. 


CHAPTER XXXIX. 


8. It ts come; the destruction of Gog and his 
hosts. 

9. Burn them with fire; better, as the mar- 

gin, kindle “ fire with them, using them” for fuel. 
Seven years ; this denotes their immense quan- 
tity. 
iL. Valley of the passengers ; for the reason 
of this name, see ver. 14, 15. Oz the east of the 
sea; the Dead sea; so that it shall be without the 
limits of the Holy Land. 











Feast of the fowls. 


hes. 12 And seven months shall the 
house of Israel be burying of them, that 
they may “cleanse the land. 

13 Yea, all the people of the land shall 
bury them; and it shall be to them a 
renown the day that °I shall be glorified, 
saith the Lord Gop. 

14 And they shall sever out men of 
continual* employment, passing through 
the land, to bury with the passengers 
those that remain upon the face of the 
earth, to cleanse it: after the end of seven 
months shall they search. 

15 And the passengers that pass through 
the land, when any seeth a man’s bone, 
then shall he tset up a sign by it, till 
the buriers have buried it in the valley 
of Hamon-gog. 

16 And also the name of the city shall 
be+Hamonah. ‘Thus shall they cleanse 
the land. 

17 § And, thou son of man, thus saith 
the Lord Gop ; Speak § unto every feath- 
ered ° fowl, and to every beast of the field, 
Assemble yourselves, and come; gather 
yourselves on every side to my !! sacrifice " 
that I do sacrifice for you, even a great 
sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel, 
that ye may eat flesh, and drink blood. 

18 Ye shall eat the flesh of the mighty, 
and drink the blood of the princes of the 
earth, of rams, of lambs, and of *goats, of 
bullocks, all of them fatlings of * Bashan. 

19 And ye shall eat fat till ye be full, 
and drink blood till ye be drunken, of my 
sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you. 

20 Thus ye shall be filled at my table 
with fhorses and chariots, with mighty 
men, and with all men of war, saith the 
Lord Gop. 

21 And I will set my glory among the 

a ver. 14,16; Deut. 21:23.  b chap, 28 £22, nu 
ance. { Heb. build. f{ Thatis, Tre multitude 
Fowl of every wing, ¢ Isa. 18:6; Rev.19+17,19. |} Or, slaugh 


ter. 4 Zeph.1:7. * Heb. great goats. © Deut. 32:14; Psa. 
22:12, f Psa. 76:5,6. g Ex.7:4. b Psa.9:16. i chap. 36:18, 





* Heb. continu 
% Heb. to the 
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Israel restored. 


heathen, and all the heathen shall see 
my judgment that I have executed, and 
my hand that I have £laid upon them. 

22 So the house of Israel shall "know 
that I am the Lorp their God from that 
day and forward. 

23 §| And the heathen shall know that 
the house of Israel went into captivity 
for their ‘iniquity: because they tres- 
passed against me, therefore Jhid I my 
face from them, and gave them into the 
hand* of their enemies; so fell they all 
by the sword. 

24 According to their uncleanness and 
according to their transgressions have I 
done unto them, and hid my face from 
them. 

25 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Now! will I bring again the captivity of 
Jacob, and have mercy upon the ™ whole 
house of Israel, and will be jealous for 
my holy name; 

26 After" that they have borne their 
shame, and all their trespasses whereby 
they have trespassed against °me, when 
they dwelt safely in their land, and none 
made them afraid. 

27 When I| have brought them again 
from the people, and gathered them out 
of their enemies’ lands, and am sancti- 
fied in them in the sight of many nations; 

28 Then shall they know that I am the 
Lorp their God, t which caused them to 
be led into captivity among the heathen: 
but I have gathered them unto their own 
land, and have left Pnone of them any 
more there. 

29 Neither 4will I hide my face any 
more from them: 'for I have poured out 
my Spirit upou the house of Israel, saith 
the Lord Gop. 





etc.; Lam.}:8; 6:16,17. j Deut. 31:17; Isa. 1:15; (8:17; 
69:2. k Lev. 26:25; Pea. 106: 41. Ichap. 34:13; Jer. 30: 3, 18. 
m Hoseal:11. nm» Psa. 99:8; Jer. 30:11. 0 Deut. 28:47, 48; 
32:14,15. + Heb. by my causing of. p Deut. 80:3, 4; Neh. 
1:8-10. q Isa. 54:8. Fr Zech. 12:10; Acts 2:17; 1 John, 3: 24. 





13. A renown; for the burial of Gog is a sign 
of the victory which God has given them over him. 

14. Passing through the land—with the 
passengers ; two classes of persons are employed, 
one to go through the land and set up signs where 
they find bones ; the other, to bury them. The refer- 
ence here is to the scattered bones that shall remain 
after the seven months in which the whole house of 
Israel have been employed. The “ passengers” are 
not travellers, but men appointed to pass through 
the land, some as discoverers, others as buriers. 

17. May eat flesh, and drink blood; before 
the Israelites can bury the slain of Gog, the beasts 
and birds of prey shall be feasted upon their car- 
casses. Compare Rey. 19:17, 18. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-7. God sometimes allows wicked men to ma- 
ture their plans against his people, and to proceed 
very far in the accomplishment of them, that in the 
Sat ay may thus receive a more complete and 
terrible overthrow, and his own power and justice 
be more gloriously manifested. 





8-10. They who openly seek to destroy and spoil 
God’s people, shall be themselves destroyed and 
spoiled in the sight of all men. 

11-16. After that the counsels of wicked men 
have been effectually overthrown, a great work 
still remains to God’s people to purify society from 
the pollution which their corrupt example and doc- 
trine have introduced. This seems to be symbol- 
ized here by the care with which the fallen hosts 
of Gog are hae 

17-22. The terrible destruction which God often 
brings upon wicked men in this world, is at once an 
earnest and a solemn emblem of that wrath beyond 
the tomb which awaits all the finally impenitent. 

23-24. God will so deal with his offending peo- 

le that all shall understand that their calamities 
ie come upon them because of their own iniqui- 
ties, and not through any want of power or faith- 
fulness in him. 

25-29. It is not for us to determine beforehand 
“the times and seasons” for the fulfilment of the 
great events foretold in prophecy. Fg com- 
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The vision 


CHAPTER XL. 


The time, manner, and end of the vision. 6 The 
description of the east gate, 20 of the north gate, 24 
of the south gate, 32 of the east gate. 30 and of the 
north gate. 39 Eight tables. 44 The chambers 
48 The porch of the house 


N the five and twentieth year of our 
captivity, in the beginning of the year, 
in the tenth day of the month, 1n the four- 
teenth year after that the*city was smitten, 
in the selfsame day the hand of the Lorp 
was upon me, and brought me thither. 
2 In the ’visions of God brought he me 
into the land of Israel, and set me upon 
a very “high mountain, *by which was 
as the frame of a city on the south. 
3 And he brought me thither, and be- 
hold, there was a man, whose ‘appearance 
was like the appearance of brass, with a 


_ 





a chap. 33:21. b chap. 8:3. 


c Rev. 21-10, etc. * Or, upon. 
d Dan. 10:6.  e chap. 43: 10. 


} Heb. whose face was the way 
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of a temple. 


line of flax in his hand, and ameas- *,%;°4% 
uring reed; and he stood in the gate. 

4 And the man said unto me, Son of 
man, behold with thine eyes, and hear 
with thine ears, and set thy heart upon 
all that I shall show thee; for to the 
intent that I might show them unto thee 
art thou brought hither: *declare all that 
thou seest to the house of Israel. 


5 And behold a wall on the outside of - 


the house round about, and in the man’s 
hand a measuring reed of six cubits long 


by the cubit and a handbreadth: so he | 


measured the breadth of the building, 
one reed; and the height, one reed. 

6 4] Then came he unto the gate 7 which 
looketh toward the east, and went up the 
stairs thereof, and measured the thresh- 





toward the east. 





putations respecting these are in general unsatis- 
factory and unprofitable. But of this we may be 
sure, that God will gloriously fulfil all his promises 
to his people at the appointed time, give them the 
victory over all their foes, and establish them in 
perpetual peace and prosperity. 


CHAPTER XL. 


GeveraL Remarxs on THE Last Nive Cuap- 
TERS oF THIS Boox.—The prophet with his country- 
men has now been in captivity a quarter of a cen- 
tury; Jerusalem, with its holy and beautiful tem- 
ple, and the whole land of Israel, have lain desolate 
for fourteen years, and all around looks dark and 
discouraging. In this situation he sees in vision a 
new Jerusalem, with its temple, priests, and altar, 
rise out of the ruins of the former, of Jarger extent 
and in a more glorious form; and the Jand is again 
divided out to the returning captives by lot, as it 
was at the beginning by Joshua. 

The general plan of the temple is after the model 
of Solomon’s, yet this vision is not to be under- 
stood as a mere prophecy of the rebuilding of Sol- 
omon’s temple with the city in which it stood, 
and the repossession of the land after the Baby- 
lonish captivity. Several particu.ars in the de- 
scription make it plain that it was not intended 
to be literally understood. See chap. 42: 15-20; 
45: 1-8; 47: 1-12, and the whole of chap. 48. It 
is rather a symbolic representation of the coming 
deliverance and enlargement of the true spiritual 
Zion, which is God’s church, the same in all ages. 
The resettlement of the land of Canaan, and the 
rebuilding of the city and temple after the captiv- 
ity, were only a part, and a very small part of the 
‘good things to come” which the vision shadowed 
forth. Its fulfilment belongs to the whole history 
of the church from Ezekiel’s day onward, and it 
will be completed only in her final triumph over 
the kingdom of Satan, and her establishment in 
permanent peace and holiness. 

As the time had not yet come for the old cove- 
nant to pass away, Ezekiel, who was himself a 
priest under the law of Moses, saw the future re- 
vival and enlargement of God’s kingdom under the 
forms of thislaw. The new Jerusalem which God 
revealed to him had its temple, priests, altar, and 
sacrifices. All these were shadows of Christ’s per- 
fect priesthood, of the spiritual temple of which he 
is the chief corner-stone, and of the spiritual priest- 
hood of his people. 1 Pet. 2: 5-9. 

In maa this vision, we should not curi- 





ously inquire after the meaning of every particular 
chamber, and pillar, and door, but rather look to 
the general meaning of the whole. The angel 
measures, and the prophet records all the parts of 
the building. This signifies, in general, that God’s 
care extends to ali paris of his spiritual temple, 
and that he will see that they are all in due time 
made perfect. 

The new Jerusalem described by the apostle 
John has much in common with this. It is, in 
truth, a vision of the same spiritual city, “ whose 
builder and maker is God.” But it differs from 
Ezekiel’s vision in two respects. First, it belongs 
apparently to the glorified state of the church after 
the final resurrection; secondly, it has nothing 
Jewish in it, neither temple nor altar. All these 
shadows have passed away for ever. 

2. A very high mountain ; 1t answers to the 
hills of Zion and Moriah, on which Jerusalem with 
its temple stood; yet it is not the literal Zion, nor 
any other actual mountain. It exists only in vision, 
and answers to “ the mountain of the Lord’s house,” 
which is to be in the last days “ exalted above the 
hills,” Isa. 2:2; and to the “ great and high moun- 
tain” which John sees, Rev. 21:10. On the 
south ; on the south to the prophet, as he comes in 
vision from the north. 

3. Like the appearance of brass; compare 
chap. 1:7, and note. 

. The house; that is, the temple with its 
courts. By the cubit and ahandbreadth ; that 
is, reckoning the cubit and a handbreadth as one 
cubit, chap. 43:13. This makes the “ great cu- 
bit,” chap. 41:8, of seven handbreadths, which 
seems to have been used for sacred purposes, and 
to be the same as the cubit “after the first meas- 
ure,” 2 Chron. 3:3. The common cubit contained 
but six handbreadths, or about twenty-one inches. 
The building ; that is, the structure of the wall. 
It was one reed broad, and one high. 

6. Unto the gate which looketh toward the 
east; the general plan of this temple with its 
courts is as follows: 

First, there is an outer court, lying four-square, 
and of great extent, ver. 17; chap. 42: 15-20; with 
rows of chambers round about, thirty in number, 
ver. 17. This court has three outer gates, one on 
the east side, one on the north, and one on the 
south, from each of which a passage-way leads 
inward with three little chambers on each side of 
it, ver. 6-26. 

Secondly, there is an inner court, in front of the 
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The measuring 


& M. 340. old of the gate, which was one reed 


broad; and the other threshold of the gate, 
which was one reed broad. 

7 And every little chamber was one reed 
long, and one reed broad ; and between 
the little chambers were five cubits; and 
the threshold of the gate by the porch of 
the gate within was one reed. 

8 He measured also the porch of the 
gate within, one reed. 

9 Then measured he the porch of the 
gate, eight cubits; and the *posts there- 
of, two cubits; and the porch of the gate 
was inward. 

10 And the little °chambers of the gate 
eastward were three on this side, and 
three on that side; they three were of one 
measure: and the posts had one measure 
on this side and on that side. 

11 And he measured the breadth of the 
entry of the gate, ten cubits; and the 
length of the gate, thirteen cubits. 

12 The *space also before the little 
chambers was one cubit on this side, and 
the space was one cubit on that side: 
and the little chambers were six cubits 
on this side, and six cubits on that side. 

13 He measured then the gate from the 
roof of one little chamber to the roof of 
another: the breadth was five and twenty 
cubits, doom against door. 

14 He made also posts of threescore 
cubits, even unto the post of the ° court 
round about the gate. 

15 And from the face of the gate of the 
entrance unto the face of the porch of 
the inner gate were fifty cubits. 

16 And there were tnarrow? windows 
to the little chambers, and to their posts 
within the gate round about, and like- 
wise to the tarches: and windows were 
round about ‘inward: and upon each 
post were palm-trees. 

17 Then brought he me into the ° out- 
ward court, and lo, there were ‘chambers, 
and a pavement made for the court round 
about: &thirty chambers were upon the 
pavement. 

18 And the pavement by the side of the 
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gates over against the length of the gates 
was the lower pavement. 

19 Then he measured the breadth from | 
the forefront of the lower gate unto the 
forefront of the inner court | without, a 
hundred cubits eastward and northward. 

20 4] And the gate of the outward court 
that* looked toward the north, he meas- 
ured the length thereof, and the breadth 
thereof. 

21 And the little chambers thereof were 
three on this side and three on that side ; 
and the posts thereof and the tarches 
thereof were after the measure of the 
first gate: the length thereof was fifty 
cubits, and the breadth five and twenty 
cubits. 

22 And their windows, and their arches, 
and their palm-trees, were after the meas- 
use of the gate that looketh toward the 
east; and they went up unto it by seven 
steps; and the arches thereof were before 
them. 

23 And the gate of the inner court was 
over against the gate toward the north, 
and toward the east; and he measured 
from gate to gate a hundred cubits. 

244 After that he brought me toward 
the south, and behold a gate toward the 
south: and he measured the posts there- 
of, and the arches thereof, according to 
these measures. 

25 And there were windows in it and in 
the arches thereof round about, like those 
windows: the length was fifty cubits, and 
the breadth five and twenty cubits. 

26 And there were seven steps to go up 
to it, and the arches thereof were before 
them: and it had palm-trees, one on this 
side, and another on that side, upon the 
posts thereof. 

27 And there was a gate in the inner 
court toward the south: and he meas- 
ured from gate to gate toward the south 
a hundred cubits. 

28 And he brought me to the inner © 
court by the south gate: and he meas- 
ured the south gate according to these 
measures ; 





a chap. 45:19. bver.7. * Heb. limit, or bound. © chap, 
42:1; Ex. 27:9. { Heb. closed. 4 1 Kings, 6:4. $ Or, galleries, 
or porches. % Or, within. © Rev. 11:2. f 1 Kings,6:5; John 


14:2, gchap. 45:5. |] Or, from without, * Heb. whose face was 
t Or, galleries, or porches. 





temple, with various chambers on its sides. This 
has also three gates and passage-ways, opposite to 
and corresponding with those of the outer court. 
The altar of burnt-offering stands in this inner 
court, and in the north passage-way are eight 
tables with implements for sacrificing. The ascent 
from the outer to the inner court is 3 eight steps. 
From the inner court a way leads to the temple 
oe a porch twenty cubits by eleven, ver. 


Ad. 
Thirdly, the temple consists of two divisions: the 
holy place, forty cubits long by twenty wide; and 
the most holy, twenty cubits square, chap. 41:1-4 





around the temple without, on all sides 


Fourthly, 
three 


except the front, are rows of side-chambers, 
stories in height, chap. 41: 5-11. 

Fifthly, in the rear of the temple, westward, is 
a structure ninety cubits by seventy, with a “ sep- 
arate place” rapa between it and the tem- 
ple, chap. 41: 12. 

The brevity of this commentary does not allow 
a detailed account of the various structures and 
apartments described by Ezekiel, respecting some 
a which there is much obscurity and difficulty. . . 
sa he A hundred cubits ; see note on chap. 
1 . 
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The description 


29 And the little *chambers thereof, and 
the posts thereof, and the arches thereof, 
according to these measures: and there 
were windows in it and in the arches 
thereof round about: it was fifty cubits 
long, and five and twenty cubits broad. 

30 And the arches round about were 
five and twenty cubits long, and five 
cubits *broad. 

31 And the arches thereof were toward 
the outer court; and palm-trees were upon 
the posts thereof: and the going up to it 
had eight steps. 

32 9 And he brought me into the inner 
court toward the east: and he measured 
the gate according to these measures. 

33 And the little chambers thereof, and 
the posts thereof, and the arches thereof, 
were according to these measures: and 
there were windows therein and in the 
arches thereof round about: zt was fifty 
cubits long, and five and twenty cubits 
broad. 

34 And the arches thereof were toward 
the outward court; and palm-trees were 
upon the posts thereof, on this side, and 
on that side: and the going up to it had 
eight steps. 

35 § And he brought me to the ‘north 
gate, and measured zt according to these 
measures } 

36 The little chambers thereof, the 
posts thereof, and the arches thereof, 
and the windows to it round about: the 
length was fifty cubits, and the breadth 
five and twenty cubits. . 

37 And the posts thereof were toward 
the outer court; and palm-trees were 
upon the posts thereof, on this side, and 
on that side: and the going up to it had 
eight steps. 

38 And the chambers and the entries 
thereof were by the posts of the gates, 
where they washed the burnt-offering. 

39 4 And in the porch of the gate were 
two tables on this side, and two tables 
on that side, to slay thereon the ¢burnt- 
offering and the °sin-offering and the 
trespass-offering.f 

40 And at the side without, tas one 
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goeth up to the entry of the north *},%%. 
gate, were two tables; and on the other 
side, which was at the porch of the gate, 
were two tables. 

41 Four tables were on this side, and 
four tables on that side, by the side of 
the gate; eight tables, whereupon they 
slew their sacrifices. 

42 And the four tables were of hewn 
stone for the burnt-offering, of a cubit 
and a half long, and a cubit and a half 
broad, and one cubit high: whereupon 
also they laid the instruments where- 
with they slew the burnt-offering and 
the sacrifice. 

43 And within were thooks, a hand 
broad, fastened round about: and upon 
the tables was the flesh of the offering. 

44 4] And without the inner gate were 
the chambers of the singers in the inner 
court, which was at the side of the north 
gate; and their prospect was toward the 
south: one at the side of the east gate 
having the prospect toward the north. 

45 And he said unto me, This chamber, 
whose prospect ts toward the "south, is 
for the priests, the ‘keepers of the ‘charge 
of the house. 

46 And the chamber whose prospect zs 
toward the north zs for the priests, the 
keepers of the charge of the jaltar: these 
are the sons of * Zadok among the sons 
of Levi, which come near to the Lorp to 
minister unto him. 

47 So he measured the court, a hundred 
cubits long, and a hundred cubits broad, 
foursquare; and the altar that was before 
the house. 

48 §] And he brought me to the porch 
of the house, and measured each post of 
the porch, five cubits on this side, and 
five cubits on that side: and the breadth 
of the gate was three cubits on this side, 
and three cubits on that side. 

49 The'length of the porch was twenty 
cubits, and the breadth eleven cubits; 
and he brought me by the steps whereby 
they went up to it: and there were ™pil- 
lars by the posts, one on this side, and 
another on that side. 





a1 Chron. 28:11,12; 2 Chron. 31:11; Neh. 13:9; Jer. 35:2, 
4; 36:10. _b ver, 21,25, 33,36. * Heb. breadth, c¢ chap. 44:4; 
47:2. d Lev. 1:3,ete. e Lev. 4:2,3. £ Lev. 5:6, etc.; 
6:6; 7:1, ete. f Or, at the step. + Or, andirons, or the 
two hearthstones. 1 Chron. 6:3l,etc. h chap.8:5, i Lev. 


8:35; Num. 3:27-38; 18:5; 1 Chron. 9:23; 2 Chron. 13:11; Psa. 
134:1; Mal. 2:4-7; 1 Tim. 6:20. @ Or, ward, or ordinance ; ver. 
46. j chap, 44:15; Num.18:5, k chap. 43:19; 44:15, 16; 1 
Kings, 2:35. 11 Kings, 6:3... m 1 Kings, 7:21; Rey. 3:12, 





35. To the north gate ; of the inner court. 
47. Lhe court ; that is, the inner court. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1, 2. Many of the most glorious revelations re- 
corded in the Bible were made by God in the dark- 
est days of the church’s history, that he might thus 
encourage the hearts of his servants, and show that 
he is always present with his people, and attending 
to their interests. : 

4. Whatever God sees good to reveal in any way 
concerning his pam of grace, is a matter of the 

105 





deepest interest to all his people; and they who 


receive it should declare it to others with the utmost - 


fidelity. 

5-49. God never destroys any thing belonging to 
his church except for the purpose of rebuilding it 
again in a nobler and more enduring form. His 
earthly temples, built by human hands, may per- 
ish; but his spiritual temple, not made with hands, 
which is Christ and his body the church, shall out- 
last all changes, and become more beautiful and 
glorious from age to age. 


of the gates. 

















Parts and crnaments 
A. M. 3430. 


BG ‘674. CHAPTER XLI. 


The measures, parts, chambers, and ornaments of the 
temple. 


FTERWARD he brought me to the 

temple, and * measured the posts, six 
cubits broad on the one side, and six cu- 
bits broad on the other side, which was 
the breadth of the tabernacle. 

2 And the breadth of the *door was ten 
cubits; and the sides of the door were 
five cubits on the one side, and five cu- 
bits on -the other side: and he measured 
the length thereof, forty cubits; and the 
breadth, twenty cubits. 

3 Then went he inward, and measured 
the post of the door, two cubits; and the 
door, six cubits; and the breadth of the 
door, seven cubits. 

4 So -he measured the length thereof, 
twenty cubits; and the breadth, twenty 
cubits, before the temple: and he said 
unto me, This is the most holy place. 

5 After he measured the wall of the 
house, six cubits; and the breadth of 
every side-chamber, four cubits, round 
about the house on every side. 

6 And the *side-chambers were three, 
one tover another, and # thirty in order; 
and they entered into the wall which was 
of the house for the side-chambers round 
about, that they might Shave hold, but 
they had not hold in the wall of the house. 

7 And 'there was an ‘enlarging, and a 
winding about still upward to the side- 
chambers: for the winding about of the 
house went still upward round about the 
house: therefore the breadth of the house 
was still upward, and so increased from 
the lowest chamber to the highest by the 
midst 

8 I saw also the height of the house 
round about: the foundations of the side- 
chambers were a full *reed of six great 
cubits. 

9 The thickness of the wall, which was 
for the side-chamber without, was five 
cubits: and that which was left was the 
place of the side-chambers that were 
within. 

10 And between the chambers was the 
wideness of twenty cubits round about 
the house on every side. 
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of the temple. 


11 And the doors of the side-chambers 
were toward the place that was left, one door 
toward the north, and another door tow- 
ard the south: and the breadth of the place 
that was left was five cubits round about. 

12 Now the building that was before 
the ‘separate place at the end toward 
the west was seventy cubits broad; and 
the wall of the building was five cubits 
thick round about, and the length there- 
of ninety cubits. 

13 So he measured the house, a hun- 
dred cubits long; and the separate place, 
and the building, with the walls thereof, 
a hundred cubits long; 

14 Also the breadth of the face of the 
house, and of the separate place toward 
the east, a hundred cubits. 

15 And he measured the length of the 
building over against the separate place 
which was behind it, and the *galleries 
thereof on the one side and on the other 
side, a hundred cubits, with the inner 
temple, and the porches of the court ; 

16 The door-posts, and the narrow §win- 
dows, and the galleries round about on 
their three stories, over against the door, 
ceiled t with wood round about, and #from 
the ground up to the windows, and the 
windows were covered ; 

17 To that above the door, even unto 
the inner house, and without, and by all 
the wall round about within and with- 
out, by measure. 

18 And zt was made with ®cherubim 
and palm-trees, so that a palm-tree was 
between a cherub and a cherub; and 
every cherub had two faces ; 

19 So that the 'face of a man was tow- 
ard the palm-tree on the one side, and 
the face of a young lion toward the palm- 
tree on theother side: it was made through 
all the house round about. 

20 From the ground unto above the 
door were cherubim and palm-trees made, 
and on the wall of the temple. 

21 The !!posts of the temple were squared, 
and the face of the sanctuary ; the appear- 
ance of the one as the appearance of the 
other. 

22 The altar of ) wood was three cubits 
high, and the length thereof two cubits ; 





a Rev.21:15, * Or, entrance. b 1 Kings, 6:20; 2Chron.3:8. el 
Kings. 6:5,6 + Heb. side chamber over stde chamber, } Or, three 
and thirty times, or feet. 4 Heb be holden. || Heb. it was made 
broader, and went round. 4 1Kings,6:8. e chap. 40:5. f chap. 


42:1; Rev. 21:27; 22:14,15. .* Or several walks, or walks with 
pillars. g ver. 26; chap. 40:16. ¢ Heb. ceiling of. + Or, the 
ground unto the windows. % Heb. measures. bh 1 Kings, 6: 29; 
2Chron. 3:7. ichap.1:10. || Heb. post, i Ex. 30:1. 





CHAPTER XLI. 

1. To the temple ; the temple itself, in distinc- 
tion from its courts and porch. The posts; here, 
as elsewhere in this description, the “ posts” seem 
to denote an ornamental front with pillars and 
carved work. 

* 18. It was made with—palm-trees ; this, with 


what follows, belongs to the description of the inte-|. 


rior of the temple. Compare 1 Kings, 6: 29. 





22. The altar of wood ; for burning incense in 
the holy place. It was doubtless to be overlaid 
with gold as in Solomon’s temple. 1 Kings, 6:22. 
Before the Lord ; that is, in font of the ark with- 
in the holy of holies, where God dwelt between the 
cherubim. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 
The Jewish temple had many different apart- 
ments, each having its own form and use, but all 
1055 


Chambers for 


and ihe corners thereof, and the length 
thereof, and the walls thereof, were of 
wood: -and he said unto me, This zs the 
table* that zs > before the Lorn. 

23 And the temple and the sanctuary 
had ‘two doors. 

24 And the doors had two leaves apvece, 
two turning leaves; two leaves for the 
one door, and two leaves for the other 
door. 

95 And there were made on them, on 
the doors of the temple, cherubim and 
palm-trees, like as were made upon the 
walls ;4 and there were thick planks upon 
the face of the porch without. 

296 And ¢there were narrow windows 
and palm-trees on the one side and on 
the other side, on the sides of the porch, 
and upon the side-chambers of the house, 
and thick planks. 


CHAPTER XLII. 


1 The chambers for the priests. 13 The use thereof. 
19 The measures of the outward court. 


HEN he brought me forth into the 

outer court, the way toward the 
north: and he brought me into the 
chamber! that was over against the sep- 
arate place, and which was before the 
building toward the north. 

2 Before the length of a hundred cubits 
was the north door, and the breadth was 
fifty cubits. 

3 Over against the twenty cubits which 
were for the inner court, and over against 
the pavement which was for the outer 
court, was &gallery against gallery in 
three stories. 

4 And before the chambers was a ® walk 
of ten cubits breadth inward, a way of 
one cubit; and their doors toward the 
north. 

5 Now the upper chambers were short- 
er: for the galleries *were higher than 
these, tthan the lower, and than the 
middlemost of the building. 

6 For they were in three stories, but 
had not pillars as the pillars of the courts: 
therefore the building was straitened 
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more than the lowest and the *,™.°#? 


middlemost from the ground. . 

7 And the wall that was without over 
against the chambers, toward the outer 
court on the forepart of the chambers, 
the length thereof was fifty cubits. 

8 For the length of the chambers that 
were in the outer court was fifty cubits: 
and lo, before the temple were a hundred 
cubits. 

9 And from + under these chambers was 
the Sentry on the east side, as !!one goeth 
into them from the outer court. 

10 The chambers were in the thickness 
of the wall of the court toward the east, 
over against the separate place, and over 
against the building. 


11 And the ‘way before them was like | 


ihe appearance of the chambers which 
were toward the north, as long as they, 
and as broad as they: and all their go- 
ings out were both according to their 
fashions, and according to their doors. 

12 And according to the doors of the 
chambers that were toward the south was 
a door in the head of the way, even the 
way directly before the wall toward the 
east, as one entereth into them. 


13 4 Then said he unto me, The north 
chambers and the south chambers, which ° 


are before the separate place, they be 
holy chambers, /where the priests that 
approach unto the Lorp shall eat the 
most holy things: there shall * they lay 
the most holy things, and the 'meat- 
offering, and the ™sin-offering, and the 
trespass-offering ;" for the place zs holy. 

14 When° the priests enter therein, then 
shall they not go out of the holy place 
into the outer court, but there they shall 
lay their garments wherein they minis- 
ter; for they are holy; and shall put on 
other Pgarments, and shall approach to 
those things which are for the people. 

15 4 Now when he had made an end of 
measuring the inner house, he brought 
me forth toward the gate whose prospect 
is toward the east, and measured it round 
about. 





a chap. 44:16; Mal. 1:7.12, » Ex. 30:8, ¢ 1 Kings, 6: 31-35 
d ver. 17,18. ¢ chap. 40:16. f chap. 41:12,15.  g chap. 41:16; 
Cant 1:17; 7:5. hver, 11. * Or, did eat of these. ¢ Or, and the 
building consisted of the lower and the middlemost. + Or, the 


place of. Or, he that brought me. || Or, he came. i ver. 4. 
} Lev. 6.16, 26; 10:13, 14. k Neh, 13:5. ILev.2:3,10 m Num. 
18.9,10, nm Lev.6:14, etc. © chap. 44:19. p Zech. 3:4, 5. 





for one end, the worship and glory of God, and they 
all constituted one whole. In like manner God’s 
spiritual temple, which this vision of Ezekiel’s 
shadows forth, has many members with many dif- 
ferent offices, but they are all one in Christ a 


1 Cor. 12: 12-27; Eph. 2: 20-22; 4:15, 16; Col. 


2719. 
CHAPTER XLII. 

15-20. Five hundred reeds; that is, three 
thousand cubits. From this it is plain that the 
distance of one hundred cubits “from gate to 
ate,’ mentioned chap. 40: 19, 23, 27, cannot have 
een the whole distance from the gates of this 
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outer wall to the corresponding gates of the inner 
court. ‘The lower gate,” chap. 40: 19, seems to 
have been some gate within the outer court con- 
nected with its chambers, and so of the correspond- 
ing gates on the north and south. The proposal of 
some to read “cubits” here instead of “ reeds,” is 
without sufficient authority. 
INSTRUCTIONS. : ‘ 

13, 14. All things connected with the worship 
of God should be done decently and in order ; the 
places and the forms appropriated to his service 
should not be profaned by unhallowed uses ; and 
those to whom are committed the public ministra- 


B. C. 574, 














The glory of God 


Aw 3° 16 He measured the east *side with 
the measuring reed, five hundred reeds, 
with the measuring reed round about. 

17 He measured the north side, five 
hundred reeds, with the measuring reed 
round about. 

i8 He measured the south side, five hun- 
dred reeds, with the measuring reed. 

19 He turned about to the west side, 
and measured five hundred reeds, with 
the measuring reed. 

20 He measured it by the *four sides: 
it had a’ wall round about, * five hundred 
reeds long, and five hundred broad, to 
make a separation between the sanc- 
tuary and the profane place. 


CHAPTER XLIII. 


1 The returning of the glory of God into the temple. 
7 The sin of Israel hindered God’s presence. 10 ‘The 
prophet exhorteth them to repentance, and observa- 
tion of the law of the house. 13 The measures, 18 
and the ordinances of the altar. 


FTERWARD he brought me to the 
gate, even the ‘gate that looketh 
toward the east: 

2 And behold, the ‘glory of the God of 
Israel came from the way of the east: and 
his €voice was like a noise of many wa- 
ters: and the earth" shined with his glory. 

3 And zt was according to the appear- 
ance of the vision which I saw, even ac- 
cording to the 'vision that I saw when I 
came to tdestroy’ the city : and the visions 
were like the vision that I ‘saw by the 
river Chebar; and I fell upon my face. 

4 And the glory of the Lorp came into 
the house by the way of the gate whose 
prospect zs toward the east. 

5 So the spirit took me up, and brought 
me into the inner court; and behold, the 
glory! of the Lorp filled the house. 

6 And I heard him speaking unto me out 
of the house; and the ™man stood by me. 

7 ¥ And he said unto me, Son of man, 
the place of my "throne, and the °place 
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cometh to the temple. 


of the soles of my feet, where I will 
dwell? in the midst of the children of 
Israel for ever, and my holy name, shall 
the house of Israel no more ‘defile, nezther 
they, nor their kings, by their whore- 
dom, nor by the carcasses of their ' kings 
in their high places. 

8 In their *setting of their threshold by 
my thresholds, and their post by my 
posts, and the wall between me and 
them, they have even defiled my holy 
name by their abominations that they 
have committed: wherefore I have con- 
sumed them in mine anger. 

9 Now let them put taway their whore- 
dom, and the carcasses of their kings, far 
from me, and "I will dwell in the midst 
of them for ever. 

10 “| Thou son of man, show the house 
to the house of Israel, that they may be 
ashamed of their iniquities: and let them 
measure the § pattern. 

11 And if they be ashamed of all that 
they have done, show them the ‘form of 
the house, and the fashion thereof, and 
the goings out thereof, and the comings 
in thereof, and all the forms thereof, and 
all the “ordinances thereof, and all the 
forms thereof, and all the laws thereof: 
and write zt in their sight, that they may 
keep the whole form thereof, and *all the 
ordinances thereof, and do them. 

12 This zs the law of the house; Upon 
the top of the mountain the whole limit 
thereof round about shall be most holy. 
Behold, this zs the law of the house. 

13 4] And these are the measures of the 
altar after the cubits: The cubit zs a eu- 
bit and a handbreadth; even the || bottom 
shall be a cubit, and the breadth a cubit, 
and the border thereof by the *edge there- 
of round about shall be a span; and this 
shall be the higher place of the altar. 

14 And from the bottom upon the ground 
even to the lower settle shall be two cu- 





* Heb. wind. «a Rev.21:16. » chap. 40:5; Cant. 2:9; Isa. 
26:1; 60:18; Micali 7:11. ¢ chap, 45:2. @ Luke 16:26. e chap 
10:19; 44:1; 46:1. f chap, 1t:23.  g chap, 1:24; Rev. 1:15, 
b chap. 10:4; Rev. 18:1. 1 chap.8:4. ¢ Or, prophesy that the 
city should be destroyed ; chap. 9:1,5. 3 Jer.1:10. k chap. 1:3. 


11 Kings, 8:10, 11. m chap, 40:3, n Acts 7:48,49. 0 1 Chron. 
28:2; Psa. 99:5. p Ex.29:45; Joel3:17. qchap.39:7. r Jer. 
16:18. 8 chap. 23:39; 2 Kings, 21:4-7. Or, for there was but 
awall, t Hosea2:2. wu 2 Cor. 6:16, r, sum, or number, 
v Heb. 8:5. w1Cor.11:2. x Mat. 28: 20, || Heb. bosom. * Heb. lip, 





tions of the sanctuary, should so deport themselves 
that the sanctity of their office may be manifest to 
all men. 

15-20. From age to age God is continually en- 
larging the dimensions of his spiritual temple. 
The old Jewish economy was too narrow for the 
wants of the church; God therefore abolished it, 
and gave in its stead the Christian dispensation, 
which is wide enough to contain all nations. 


CHAPTER XLIII. 


7. The place ; that is, this is the place. The 
carcasses of their kings ; probably, a contemptu- 
ous expression for their idols, “ kings” being used 
in the sense of false 


ods. 
8. Their sreleld ; the threshold of their idol- 





atrous structures. Azd the wall; better, as the 
margin, “ and there was only a wall.” See chap. 
8:5-16; 2 Kings, 16: 10-16; 21:4-7; 23:6, 11, 
12; 2 Chron. 33: 4-7. 

10. That they may be ashamed; a view of 
God’s goodness to his chosen people, of which this 
house is the symbol, is to fill them with shame. 

11. If they be ashamed—all the laws there- 


of; if the general view, ver. 10, has the desired 


effect of humbling them, then he is to enter into 
ali the details of the temple and its ordinances. 

13. The altar; of burnt-offering. This stood 
in the inner court. 

14. Settle ; ledge for walking around the altar. 
Of these there were two. The upper seems to be 
called the greater, as the more oe 
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The altar. 


bits, and the breadth one cubit; and from 
the lesser settle even to the greater settle 
shall be four cubits, and the breadth one 
cubit. 

15 So *the altar shall be four cubits; 
and from tthe altar and upward shall be 
four horns. 

16 And the altar shall be twelve cubits 
long, twelve broad, square in the four 
squares thereof. 

17 And the settle shall be fourteen cu- 
bits long and fourteen broad in the four 
squares thereof; and the border about it 
shall be half a cubit; and the bottom 
thereof shall be a cubit about, and his 
stairs* shall look toward the east. 

18 4 And he said unto me, Son of man, 
thus saith the Lord Gop; These are the 
ordinances of the altar in the day when 
they shall make it, to offer burnt- offerings 
thereon, and to °sprinkle blood thereon. 

19 And thou shalt give to the ‘priests 
the Levites that be of the seed of Zadok, 
which approach unto me, to minister 
unto me, saith the Lord Gop, a young 
bullock? for a sin-offering. 

20 And thou shalt take of the blood 
thereof, and put zt on the four horns of 
it, and on the four corners of the settle, 
and upon the border round about: thus 
shalt thou cleanse and purge it. 

21 Thou shalt take the bullock also of 
the sin-offering, and he shall burn it in 
the appointed place of the house, without 
the *sanctuary. 

22 And onthe second day thou shalt offer 
a kid of the goats without blemish for a 
sin-offering; and they shall cleanse the al- 
tar, as they did cleanse zt with the bullock. 

23 When thou hast made an end of 
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The east gate. 


cleansing it, thou shalt offer a *,™.°8 
young bullock without blemish, and a 
ram out of the flock without blemish. 

24 And thou shalt offer them before the 
Lorp, and the priests shall feast salt upon 
them, and they shall offer them up for a 
burnt-offering unto the Lorp. 

25 Seven Sdays shalt thou prepare every 
day a goat for a sin-offering: they shall 
also prepare a young bullock, anda ram 
out of the flock, without blemish. 

26 Seven days shall they purge the 
altar and purify it; and they shall #con- 
secrate "themselves. 

27 And when these days are ‘expired, 
it shall be, that upon the eighth day, and 


so forward, the priests shall make your . 


burnt-offerings upon the altar, and your 
peace-offerings ;§ and I will jaccept you, 
saith the Lord Gop. 


CHAPTER XLIV. 


1 The east gate assigned only to the prince. 4 The 
priests reproved for polluting the sanctuary. 9 Idol- 
aters incapable of the priest’s office. 15 The sons 
of Zadok are accepted thereto. 17 Ordinances for 
the priests. 


HEN he brought me back the way of 

the gate of the outward sanctuary 
which *looketh toward the east; and it 
was shut. 

2 Then said the Lorp unto me; This 
gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, 
and no man shall enter in by it; because 
the Lorp the God of Israel hath entered 
in by it, therefore it shall be shut. 

3 It 7s for the prince; the prince, he 
shall sit in it to eat bread 'before the 
Lorn; he shall enter by the "way of the 
porch of that gate, and shall go out by 
the way of the same. 





* Heb. Harel, that is, the mountuin of God. + Ariel, thats, 
the lion of God; Isa, 29:1. a1 Kings,6::, Neh. 9:4. b Lev. 
1:5; Heb, 12:24. echap. 44:15. d chap. 45:18, etc.; Ex. 29:10, 
etc; “Bey: 8: 14;.etc. -e*Heb. 13.511, 12) f Lev. 2713. £-Ex 


29:35, 36. $ Heb. fill their hands ; Ex. 29:24. hb Lev. 8: 33, 
Lev.9:1. Or, thank-offerings. j chap. 20:40, 41; Hosea 
8:13; Eph.1:6; 1 Pet.2:5.  & chap. 43:1,4. 11 Cor. 10:18, 


etc. m chap. 46:2, 8 





18-26. The rites for consecrating the altar are 
here described. 

24 Cast salt ; compare Ley. 2: 13. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-6. The church is God’s spiritual temple where 
he continually dwells, revealing there his power 
and glory to those who love him, and executing his 
judgments upon the impure and rebellious. Eph. 
2:22; 1 Cor. 3: 16, 17. 

7-9. Nosins are so heinous in God’s sight as those 
committed within his church, and as it were before 
his eyes, by such as minister to him in holy things. 

10. A view of God’s unmerited goodness is well 
fitted to humble his people, and it has this effect 
upon all who are “ Israelites indeed.” 

11. They who make a right use of the mercies 
bestowed upon them, shall receive greater mercies. 
Mat. 13:12. 

12. The continual indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
makes God’s church, and all that belong to her 
service, holy and honorable; and he will not hold 
guiltless the man who treats her, or any of her 
ordinances, with levity and contempt. 

13-27. a of the Jewish altar, flowing 





from age to age, was God’s perpetual testimony 
that “ without shedding of blood is no remission” 
of sins; and since “it is not possible that the blood 
of bulls and of goats should take away sins,” the 
sacrifices of the Old Testament pointed to the all- 
perfect sacrifice of Christ, who abolished them by 
fulfilling that which they typified. 


CHAPTER XLIV. 


2. Shall be shut—no man shall enter in by 
it ; that is, shall be shut on ordinary occasions ; 
shall not be opened except to the prince, ver. 3. 
Hath entered in by tt; and thus sanctified it, 
chap. 43: 4. 

3. The prince ; this temple, like that of Solo- 
mon, stands at the head of a well-ordered city and 
state; it has therefore its prince, as well as priests. 
The prince seems to represent the shepherds whom 
God will set over his future church under the Mes- 
siah. Jer. 23:4. That he is not directly the Mes- 
siah appears from the fact that he offers for him- 
self sin-offerings, chapter 45:22, and is warned 
against using oppression, chap. 46:18. Shall sit 
in wt to eat bread ; compare chap, 46:1, 2, 12. 


aa 




















Ordinances of 
4-M.390. 4 € Then brought he me the way 
of the north gate before the house: and 
I looked, and behold, *the glory of the 
Lorp filled the house of the Lorn: and 
I fell upon my face. 

5 And the Lorp said unto me, Son of 
man, *mark well, and® behold with thine 
eyes, and hear with thine ears all that I 
say unto thee concerning all the ordi- 
nances of the house of the Lorp, and all 
the laws thereof; and ‘mark well the 
entering 4in of the house, with every 
going forth of the sanctuary. 

6 And thou shalt say to the °rebellious, 
even to the house of Israel, Thus saith 
the Lord Gop; O ye house of Israel, let 
it ‘suffice you of all your abominations, 

7 In that ye have &brought znto my 
sanctuary t strangers, * uncircumcised ‘in 
heart, and uncircumcised in flesh, to be in 
my sanctuary, to pollute it, even my house, 
when ye offer my bread, the fat and the 
blood, and they have broken my covenant 
because of all your abominations. 

8 And yehave not) kept the charge of my 
holy things; but ye have set keepers of my 
charge? in my sanctuary for yourselves. 

9 4 Thus saith the Lord Gop; No stran- 
ger, uncircumcised *in heart, nor uncir- 
cumcised in flesh, shall enter into my 
sanctuary, of any stranger that 2s among 
the children of Israel. 

10 And the Levites that are gone 'away 
far from me, when “Israel went astray, 
which went astray away from me after 
their idols; they shall even bear their 
iniquity. 

11 Yet they shall be ministers in my 
sanctuary, having charge at the ° gates of 
the house, and ministering to the house: 
they shall °slay the burnt-offering and 
the sacrifice for the people, and they shall 
stand before ? them to minister unto them. 

12 Because they ministered unto them 
before their idols, and § caused 4the house 
of Israel to fall into iniquity ; therefore 
have | lifted up my hand against them, 
saith the Lord Gop, and they shall bear 
their iniquity. 





a chap. 43:5. * Heb. set thy heart. » chap. 40:4. © chap. 
43:11; Psa, 119:4. 4@ Psa. 96.8,9. e chap. 2.5. f chap, 43.8; 
1 Pet. 4:3. g Lev. 22.25. + Heb. children of a stranger; Isa 
66:6,7. b Lev. 26:41; Rom. 2;28,29. 1 Lev, 21:6, 8. j Lev 
22.9, ete.; Acts 7:53. $ Or, ward, or ordinance. k Mark 16: 16. 
m i Tim. 5.22. 28 1 Chron. 26.1, etc 


1 2 Kings, 23:8, etc. 
p Nam, 16.9. % Heb. were for a stumbling 


© 2Chron. 29 34. 


EZEKIEL XLIV. 


- | Heb. in, 


the house of God. 


13 And they shall not come near unto 
me, to do the oflice of a priest unto me, 
nor to come near to any of my holy things, 
in the most holy place: but they shall 
bear their shame, and their abominations 
which they have committed. 

14 ButI will make them keepers of the 
charge of the house, for all the service 
thereof, and for all that shall be done 
therein. 

15 §[ But the priests the Levites, the 
sons of Zadok, that "kept the charge of 
my sanctuary when the children of Is- 
rael went astray from me, they shall 
come near to me to minister unto me, 
and *they shall stand before me to offer 
unto me the tfat and the "blood, saith 
the Lord Gop: 

16 They ‘shall enter into my sanctuary, 
and they shall come near to my table, to 
minister unto me, and they shall keep 
my charge. 

17 {| And it shall come to pass, that 
when they enter in at the gates of the 
inner court, they shall be clothed with 
linen” garments; and no wool shall come 
upon them, while they minister in the 
gates of the inner court, and within. 

18 They shall have linen bonnets upon 
their heads, and shall have linen breeches 
upon their loins; they shall not gird them- 
selves | with any thing that causeth sweat. 

19 And when they go forth into the outer 
court, even into the outer court to the peo- 
ple, they shall put *off their garments 
wherein they ministered, and lay them 
in the holy chambers, and they shall put 
on other garments; and they shall ¥ not 
sanctify the people with their garments. 

20 Neither*shall they shave their heads, 
nor suffer their locks to grow long; they 
shall only poll their heads. 

21 Neither shall any priest drink* wine, 
when they enter into the inner court. 

92 Neither shall they take for their 
wives a widow, nor her that is *put 
away: but they shall take maidens of 
the seed of the house of Israel, or a 
widow {that had a priest before. 
block of iniquity unto; chap. 14:3 4 4 Num. 18:3, 4; 2 Kings, 
23.9. r1Sam.2:35. 8 Deut. i0:8. t Lev.3:16. wu Lev. 
17:5,6, v Rev.1:6 w Ex. 28:39, etc. || Or,in sweating places; 


or with sweat, =X sir 42:14; Lev. 6:27. y 1 Cor. 
z Lev. 2t:5,ete. a Lev. 10:9;17Tm.3:3 * Heb. 


3: 5, 6. 
thrust forth, ~ Heb. froma priest. 








7. Have brought into my sanctuary stran- 
gers; see note on the next verse. Have broken 
my covenant; which forbade the entrance of 
strangers into God's sanctuary. Deut. 23:3; 
Lam. 1: 10. 

8. Keepers; that is, uncircumcised strangers. 

10-15. The Levites—done therein; the Le- 
vites of the ten tribes, who fell into idolatry with 
the people, are to be excluded from the priesthood, 
and to perform menial offices for the priests. 





When Israel went astray; at the time of Jero- 
boam’s revolt. See 1 Kings, 12: 26-33. At this 
time, such of the Levites as remained faithful to 
God retired into the land of Judah. 2 Chronicles, 
11:13, 14. 
"45. The sons of Zadok ; see 1 Kings, 2: 35. 
17. And it shall come to pass; the rules for 
the priesthood are now given, corresponding in 
general with those of the Mosaic law. See the 


marginal references. 
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The portion of land 


23 And they shall teach my people the 
difference between the holy and profane, 
and cause them to discern between the 
unclean and the clean. 

24 And in*controversy they shall stand 
in judgment; and they shall judge it ac- 
cording to my judgments: and they shall 
keep my Plaws and my statutes in all 
mine assemblies; and they shall hallow 
my °sabbaths. 

25 And they shall come at no 4dead 
person to defile themselves: but for fa- 
ther, or for mother, or for son, or for 
daughter, for brother, or for sister that 
hath had no husband, they may defile 
themselves. . 

26 And “after he is cleansed, they shall 
reckon unto him seven days. 

27 And in the day that he goeth into 
the sanctuary, unto the inner court, to 
minister in the sanctuary, he shall offer 
his sin-offering, saith the Lord Gop. 

28 And it shall be unto them for an 
inheritance ; §[ am their inheritance : and 
ye shall give them no possession in Israel , 
I am their possession. 

29 They "shall eat the meat-offering, 
and the sin-offering, and the trespass- 
offering; ‘and every *dedicated thing in 
Israel shall be theirs. 

30 And the f first of all the J first-fruits 
of all things, and every oblation of all, 
of every sort of your oblations, shall be 
the priest’s: ye shall also give unto the 
priest the first of your ‘dough, that he 
may cause the 'blessing to rest in thy 
house. 

31 The priests shall not eat of any thing 
that is dead of ™itself, or torn, whether 
it be fowl or beast. 
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Jor the sanctuary. 


: CHAPTER XLV. 
1 The portion of land for the sanctuary, 6 for the city, 
7 and for the prince. 9 Ordinances for the princes. 

OREOVER, when ye ?shall "divide 
by lot the land for inheritance, ye 
shall offer an oblation unto the Lorp, $a 
holy °portion of the land: the length 
shall be the length of five and twenty 
thousand reeds, and the breadth shall be 
ten thousand. This shall be holy in all 
the borders thereof round about. 
2 Of this there shall be for the sanctuary 
five? hundred in length, with five hundred 


A. M. 3430 
B.C. 574 


in breadth, square round about; and fifty ~ 


cubits round about for the !|suburbs thereof. 
3 And of this measure shalt thou meas- 


ure the length of five and twenty thou- . 


sand, and the breadth of ten thousand: 
and 4in it shall be the sanctuary and the 
most holy place. 

4 The holy ‘portion of the land shall 
be for the priests the ministers of the 
sanctuary, which shall come near to min- 
ister unto the Lorp: and it shall be a 
place for their houses, and a holy place 
for the sanctuary. 

5 And the five and twenty thousand of 
length, and the ten thousand of breadth, 
shall also the Levites, the *ministers of 
the house, have for themselves, for a 
possession for twenty tchambers. 

6 4 And ye shall appoint the possession 
of the city five thousand broad, and five 
and twenty thousand long, over against 
the oblation of the holy portion: it shall 
be for the whole house of Israel. 

7 9] And "a portion shall be for the prince 
on the one side and on the other side of 
the oblation of the holy portion, and of 
the possession of the city, before the ob- 





a 2Chron, 19:8,10. b1Tim.3:15. ¢ chap. 22:26; Isa. 68.13, 
14, Lev. 21:1, etc. e Num. 6:10, etc; 19:1l,etc. f Lev 
4:3. g Num. 18:20; Deut. 18-1,2; Josh. 13: 14,33. bh Lev 6.12, 
29; 7:6. i Num.18:14. * Or, devoted + Or, chief. j Ex.22 29. 
20. k Num. 15:20; Neh. 10:37. 3} Prov. 3:9,10; Mal. 3:10 





28. It shall be unto them; the service just 
described, with the portion of the offerings and first- 
fruits assigned to them for its performance, ver. 
29, 30. L am their inheritance; they shall 
have their maintenance from me, that is, from the 
offerings and first-fruits which I have assigned to 
them. Vo possession in Israel ; no possession of 
land with the other tribes. ‘See Num. 18: 20-24. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

2, 3. Christ is the only head of the church, and 
he alone can demand of us unlimited honor and 
obedience; but it is his will that they who are 
appointed under him to teach and govern his peo- 
‘ie, should receive all those tokens of respect and 
deference which become their high office. 

6-9. No outward forms of sanctity can make 
men acceptable worshippers of God. .He requires 
in all who draw nigh to him the circumcision of 
the heart, and he has made it the duty of his peo- 
ple to exclude from their fellowship ail wich as are 
manifestly impure in heart and life. 

10-14. When God’s ministers dishonor him by 
maui 8d his cause, he will dishonor them 

0 





m Lev. 22.8. $ Heb. cause the land tofall. 0 chap 47:22. 
% Heb. holiness. o chap. 48:8. p chap. 42:20. || Or, void places. 
q chap. 48:10, etc. r ver. 1, s 1 Cor, 9;,13,14 t chap. 40:17. 
u chap. 48:21. 





before all men by taking from them their office and 
giving it to others. 1 Sam. 2: 30-36. 

17-31. Those who minister to the people in 
God’s name, should be ever mindful of the solem- 
nity and dignity of their work, and should avoid 
every thing that is unbecoming or irreverential in 
word or conduct. That their office excludes them 
from secular employments, and thus from those 
avenues to wealth which lie open to others, should 
be no grief to them, since Jehovah himself is their 
inheritance, and, while they remain faithful in his 
service, will certainly provide for all their wants. 

CHAPTER XLV. 

1. Shall offer an oblation ; a portion of land 
which is to be set apart for the uses of the sanctu- 
ary and those who minister to it; as also for the 
ny and prince. See notes chap. 48 : 8-22. 

. Of this measure ; that is, according to the 
measure just given. This verse is virtually a rep- 
etition of the preceding. 

5. And the five and twenty thousand; more 


literally, “a five and twenty thousand ;” that 1s, 
y y 


another five and twenty thousand. 
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Ordinances 


hess lation of the holy portion, and be- 
fore the possession of the city, from the 
west side westward, and from the east 
side eastward: and the length shall be 
over against one of the portions, from the 
west border unto the east border. 

8 In the land shall be his possession in 
Israel: and my *princes shall no more 
oppress my people; and the rest of the 
land shall they give to the house of Is- 
rael according to their tribes. 

9 § Thus saith the Lord °Gop; Let it 
suffice you, O princes of Israel: 4remove 
violence and spoil, and execute °judgment 
and justice, take away your *exactions 
from‘ my people, saith the Lord Gop. 

10 Ye shall have just balances, and a 
just ephah, and a just bath. 

11 The ephah and the bath shall be of 
one measure, that the bath may contain 
the tenth part of a homer, and the ephah 
the tenth part of a homer: the measure 
thereof shall be after the homer. 

12 And the "shekel shall be twenty ge- 
rahs: twenty shekels, five and twenty 
shekels, fifteen shekels, shall be your 
maneh. 

13 This is the oblation that ye shall 
offer; the sixth part of an ephah of a ho- 
mer of wheat, and ye shall give the sixth 
part of an ephah of a homer of barley: 

14 Concerning the ordinance of oil, the 
bath of oil, ye shall offer the tenth part 
of a bath out of the cor, which is a homer 
of ten baths; for ten baths are a homer: 

15 And one tlamb out of the flock, out 
of two hundred, out of the fat pastures 
of Israel; for a meat-offering, and for a 
burnt-offering, and for + peace-offerings, 
to make 'reconciliation for them, saith 
the Lord Gop. 

16 All the people of the land shall $give 
this J oblation | for the prince in Israel. 

17 And it shall be the prince’s part to 
give * burnt-offerings, and meat-offerings, 
and drink-offerings, in the feasts, and in 
the new moons, and in the sabbaths, in 
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all solemnities of the house of Israel: he 
shall prepare the sin-offering, and the 
meat-offering, and the burnt-offering, and 
the *peace-offerings, to make reconcilia- 
tion for the house of Israel. 

18 Thus saith the Lord Gop; In the 
first month, in the first day of the month, 
thou shalt take a young bullock without 
blemish, and cleanse the 'sanctuary : 

19 And the priest shall take of the 
blood" of the sin-offering, and put zt upon 
the posts of the house, and upon the four 
corners of the settle of the altar, and upon 
the posts of the gate of the inner court. 

20 And so thou shalt do the seventh 
day of the month for every one that "err- 
eth, and for him that is simple: so shall 
ye reconcile the house. 

21 In °the first month, in the fourteenth 
day of the month, ye shall have the pass- 
over, a feast of seven days; Punleavened 
bread shall be eaten. 

22 And upon that day shall the prince 
prepare for himself and for all the people 
of the land a “bullock for a sin-offering. 

23 And seven days of the feast he shall 
prepare a burnt-offering to the Lorp, 
seven bullocks and seven rams without 
blemish daily the seven days; and a'kid 
of the goats daily for a sin-offering. 

24 And heshall prepare a’ meat-olfering 
of an ephah for a bullock, and an ephah 
for a ram, and a hin of oil for an ephah. 

25 In the seventh month, in the *fif- 
teenth day of the month, shall he do the 
like in the feast of the “seven days, ac- 
cording to the sin-offering, according to 
the burnt-offering, and according to the 
meat-offering, and according to the oil. 


CHAPTER XLVI. 


1 Ordinances for the prince in his worship, 9 and for 
the people. 16 An order for the prince’s inheritance. 
19 The courts for boiling and baking. 


HUS saith the Lord Gop; The gate 
of the inner court that looketh tow- 
ard the east shall be shut the six work- 
ing days; but on the sabbath it shall be 





a chap. 22:27; 46:18; Prov.28:16; Jer.22:17. b Josh. 11:23. 
e chap. 44:6. 4 Jer. 22:3. e¢ chap, 33: 14-16. * Heb. expul 
sions. f Neh. 5:1-13; 1 Cor.6:7,8. g Lev. 19:35, 36; Prov. 
11:4. bh Ex. 30:13; Num. 3:47. Or, kid. + Or, thank offer- 
ings. i Lev.1:4; Heb. ¥:22,23. @ Heb. befor. 3 Ex. 30:14, 


8. Shall no more oppress my people; having 
a sufficient portion assigned them for their mainte- 





nance. 

13. Shall offer ; to the prince, ver. 16; a very 
reasonable amount, considering his charges for the 
public offerings. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-5. It is the ordinance of Christ, that they who 
devote themselves to the service of his people in 
word and doctrine, should receive from them a 
support. The churches that neglect to provide for 
their pastors a suitable worldly maintenance, incur 
their ter’s displeasure, and bring upon them- 


selves spiritual leanness and weakness. 





15, |j Or, with. k 2 Chron, 5:6; 30:24; 35:7; Ezral:5; 6:8,9. 
* Or, thank-offerings. | Lev, 16:15. ™ chap, 43:20. nm Lev. 
4:27. 0 Ex. 12: 18; Lev. 23:5, etc.; Num. 9:2, 3; Deut. 16:1, 
etc. p 1 Cor.5:7,8 4 Lev.4:14. r Num, 28.15, etc. 8 chap. 
46:5,7. t Num, 29:12, u Deut, 16:13. 


7-10. The rulers of God’s household must be 
patterns of justice and integrity in all their deal- 
ings; and that they may not be tempted to dis- 
honest practices and oppression for filthy lucre’s 
sake, the people are bound to make provision for 
their reasonable wants. ; 

17. They whom God has elevated to stations of 
honor and influence, should be foremost in main- 
taining the ordinances of his sanctuary. 

CHAPTER XLVI. 

1. The sabbath—the day of the new moon ; 
on these days, when the law of Moses required 
special religious services, the prince was to be 
present at the sanctuary. 
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Offerings of the prince. 


opened, and in the day of the new moon 
it shall be opened. 

2 And the *prince shall enter by the 
way” of the porch of that gate without, 
and shall stand by the post of the gate, 
and the priests shall “prepare his burnt- 
offering and his peace-offerings, and he 
shall worship at the threshold of the gate: 
then he shall go forth; but the gate shall 
not be shut until the evening. 

3 Likewise the people of the land shall 
worship at the ‘door of this gate before 
the Lorp in the sabbaths and in the new 
moons. a“ 

4 And the burnt-offering that the *prince 
shall offer unto the Lorp in the sabbath 
day shall be six lambs without blemish, 
and a ram without blemish. 

5 And the ‘meat-offering shall be an 
ephah for a ram, and the meat-offering 
for the lambs *as he shall be able to give, 
and a hin of oil to an ephah. 

6 And in the day of the new moon it 
shall be a young bullock without blem- 
ish, and six lambs, and a ram: they 
shall be without blemish. 

7 And he shall prepare a meat-offering, 
an ephah for a bullock, and an ephah 
for a ram, and for the lambs according 
as his hand shall attain unto, and a hin 
of oil to an ephah. 

8 And &when the prince shall enter, he 
shall go in by the way of the porch of 
that gate, and he shall go forth by the 
way thereof. 

9 4 But when the people of the land 
shall come before the Lorp in the solemn 
feasts? he that entereth in by the way 
of the north gate to worship shall go out 
by the way of the south gate; and he 
that entereth by the way of the south 
gate shall go forth by the way of the 
north gate: he shall not return by the 
way of the gate whereby he came in, but 
shall go forth over against it. 

10 And the prince in the midst of them, 
when they go in, shall go in; and when 
they go forth, shall go forth. 

11 And in the feasts and in the solem- 
nities the! meat-offering shall be an ephah 
to a bullock, and an ephah to a ram, and 
to the lambs as he is able to give, and 
a hin of oil to an ephah. 

12 Now when the prince shall prepare 
a voluntary burnt-offering or peace-offer- 
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ings voluntarily unto the Lorn, *,%.°3%: 
one shall then open him the igate that 
looketh toward the east, and he shall 
prepare his burnt-offering and his peace- 
offerings, as he did on the sabbath-day: 
then he shall go forth; and after his going 
forth one shall shut the gate. 

13 Thou shalt *daily prepare a burnt- 
offering unto the Lorn of a lamb tof the 
first year without blemish: thou shalt 
prepare it +every morning. ; 

14 And thou shalt prepare a meat-offer- 
ing for it every morning, the sixth part 
of an ephah, and the third part of a hin 
of oil, to temper with the fine flour; a 
meat-oflering continually by a perpetual 
ordinance unto the Lorn. 


15 Thus shall they prepare the lamb, 


and the meat-offering, and the oil, every 
morning for a continual burnt-offering. 

16 Y Thus saith the Lord Gop; If the 
prince give a gift unto any of his sons, 
the inheritance thereof shall be his sons’ ; 
it shall be their possession by inheritance. 

17 Butif he give a gift of his inherit- 
ance to one of his servants, then it shall 
be his to the 'year of liberty; after, it 
shall return to the prince: but his inher- 
itance shall be his sons’ for them. 

18 Moreover the prince shall "not take 
of the people’s inheritance by oppression, 
to thrust them out of their possession ; 
but he shall give his sons inheritance out 
of his own possession; that my people 
be not "scattered every man from his 
possession. 

19 *[ After he brought me through the 
entry, which was at the side of the gate, 
into the holy chambers of the priests, 
which looked toward the north: and be- 
hold, there was a place on the two sides 
westward. 

20 Then said he unto me, This is the 
place where the priests shall ° boil the 
trespass-offering and the sin-offering, 
where they shall Pbake the meat-offer- 
ing; that they bear them not out into the 
outer court, to Isanctify the people. 

21 Then he brought me forth into the 
outer court, and caused me to pass by 
the four corners of the court; and behold, 
in’ every corner of the court there was a 
court. 

- 22 In the four corners of the court there 
were courts joined of forty cubits long 





a ver, 8; chap. 44:3. b John 10:1-3._ ¢ Col. 1:28, a John 
10:9, echap 45:17, fchap.45:24. * Heb. the gift of his hand ; 
Deut. 16:17. g ver. 2, bh Ex. 23: 14-17; Dent, 16:16; Mal. 4-4 
iver. 5. jver.2; chap. 44:3 k Ex, 29:33; Num. 28:3. + Heb. 
1 Lev. 25:10. 


a son of his year, £ Heb. morning by morning. 


o 1 Sam, 2:13, 14; 2 Chron, 
Heb. a court in a cor- 
|| Or, made 


m chap. 45; 8, 0 chap, 34:5, 6. 
35:13. p Lev. 2:4-7. @ chap, 44:14. 
ner of a court, and a court in a corner of a court. 
with chimneys. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

God has established the public worship of the 
sanctuary as a means of intercourse between him- 
self and ge peoples it is his will that all its parts 

0 





should be arranged in an orderly and decent man- 
ner, that shall impress the worshippers with the 
idea of its sanctity, and enable them to commune 
with their heavenly Father without distraction. 


i Sei sins ateloegpena ae 











The vision of 


Bese and thirty broad : these four *cor- 
ners were of one measure. 

23 And there was a row of building 
round about in them, round about them 
four, and it was made with boiling places 
under the rows round about. 

24 Then said he unto me, *These are 
the places of them that boil, where the 
ministers of the house shall boil the sac- 
rifice of the people. 


CHAPTER XLVII. 


1 The vision of the holy waters. 6 The virtue of them. 
13 The borders of the land. 22 The division of it 
by lot. 


FTERWARD he brought me again 

unto the door of the house; and be- 
hold, ° waters issued out from Cunder the 
threshold of the house eastward: for the 
forefront of the house stood toward the 
east, and the waters came down from 
under, from the right side of the house, 
at the south side of the altar. 

2 Then brought he me out of the way 
of the gate northward, and led me about 
the way without unto the outer gate b 
the way that looketh eastward; and be- 
hold, there ran out waters on the right 
side. 

3 And when the 4‘man that had the 
line in his hand went forth eastward, 
he measured a thousand cubits, and he 
brought me through the waters; the 
waters t were to the ankles. 

4 Again he measured a thousand, and 
brought me through the waters; the wa- 
ters were to the knees. Again he meas- 
ured a thousand, and brought me through; 
the waters were to the loins. 

5 Afterward he measured a thousand ; 
and it was a river that I could not pass 
over: for the waters were risen, waters 
to# swim in, a friver that could not be 
passed over. 

6 §[ And he said unto me, Son of man, 


EZEKIEL XLVII. 


the holy waters. 


hast thou seen this? Then he brought 
me, and caused me to return to the brink 
of the river. 

7 Now when I had returned, behold, 
at the ' bank of the river were very many 
trees‘ on the one side and on the other. 

8 Then said he unto me, These waters 
issue out toward the east country, and 
go down Sinto the desert, and go into 
the sea: which being brought forth into 
the sea, the waters shall be healed. 

9 And it shall come to pass, that every 
thing that "liveth, which moveth, whith- 
ersoever the *rivers shall come, shall 
live: and there shall be a very great 
multitude of fish, because these waters 
shall come thither: for they shall be 
healed ;' and every thing shall live whith- 
er the river cometh. 

10 And it shall come to pass, that the 
fishers) shall stand upon it from En-gedi 
even unto En-eglaim; they shall be a 
place to spread forth nets; their fish shall 
be according to their kinds, as the fish of 
the great sea, 'exceeding many. 

11 But the miry places thereof and the 
marshes thereof tshall not be healed ; 
they shall be given to ™salt. 

12 And by the river upon the "bank 
thereof, on this side and on that side, 
shall tgrow all trees for meat, whose 
leaf® shall not fade, neither shall the 
fruit thereof be consumed: it shall bring 
forth ! new fruit according to his months, 
because their waters they issued out of 
the sanctuary: and the fruit thereof 
shall? be for meat, and the leaf thereof 
for |i medicine. 

13 4{ Thus saith the Lord Gop; This 
shall be the border, whereby ye shall in- 
herit the land according to the twelve 
tribes of Israel: 4Joseph shall have two 
portions. 

14 And ye shall inherit it, one as well 





* Heb. cornered. aver. 20, »b Isa. 55:1; Jer. 2:13; Joel3:18; 
Zech. 13:1; 14:8; Rev. 22:1,17.. ¢ ver. 12; Isa.2:3, d chap. 
. 40:3. + Heb. waters of the ankles. + Heb. of swimming, e Isa. 

11:9; Hab, 2:14; Mat. 13:31, 32, 4 Heb. “ip. fver. 12. g Isa. 
35:1,7. || Or, plain; Deut. 3:17; 4:49; Josh.3:16. h Jolin 


3:16; 11:26. * Heb. to rivers. i Ex. 15:26; Psa. 103:3; 
Isa. 30:26. j Mat. 4:19. k Num. 34:6; Psa. 104:25. | Isa, 49/519, 
20, # Or, and thatwhich shall not, m Jer. 17:6. ver. 7. $ Heb. 
come up. © Psa. 1:3; Jer. 17:8. % Or, principal. p Rev, 22:2. 
|| Or, bruises and sores; 1sa.1:6. 4 chap. 48:5; Gen. 48:5; 49; 26. 





CHAPTER XLVI. 


1. Waters issued; this noble symbol of a liv- 
ing stream of water issuing out from under the 
threshold of the temple, continually growing wider 
and deeper as it iy and filling every place 
where it comes with life and health, represents the 
presence and blessing of God, especially the life- 
giving. power of God's Spirit, and through it the 
constant increase of his kingdom of grace from age 
toage. Psa. 46:4. There is perhaps an allusion 
here to the living fountain under Solomon’s temple. 
The stream comes forth from the temple, because 
that is God’s dwelling-place. Compare Rey. 22: 1, 
where the river proceeds “out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb.” The altar; which stood 
in the inner court before the temple. 

2. Lhe gate northward; because the east gate 





was shut, chap. 44:2. On the right side ; name- 
ly, from under the wall of the outer court. 

En-gedi; on the western shore of the Dead 
sea about midway between its northern and south- 
ern end. En-eglaim,; probably at the northern 
end. 

11. Miry places—marshes ; where this river does 
notcome. This seems to intimate that there will al- 
ways be some who do not receive the grace of God. 

12. By the river—medicine ; compare Gen. 2:9; 
Rey. 22:2. The grace of God in the gospel is the 
tree of life. It gives food and healing to the soul, 
and in the end a glorious resurrection to the body. 

13. This shall be the border; the boundaries 
of the land here given are nearly the same as those 
marked out by 5 lg though the northern part was 
never actually possessed ‘by the Israelites. 
Num. 34: 1-15. 
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See 


Borders of the land. 


as another: concerning the which I *lifted 
up my hand to give it unto your fathers: 
and this land shall fall unto you for in- 
heritance.? 

15 And this shall be the border of the 
land toward the norih side, from the 
great sea, the way of >Hethlon, as men 
go to ° Zedad ; 

16 Hamath,4Berothah, Sibraim, which 
is between the border of Damascus and 
the border of Hamath ; t Hazar-hatticon, 
which zs by the coast of Hauran. 

17 And the border from the sea shall be 
Hazar-enan,® the border of Damascus, 
and the north northward, and the border 
of Hamath. And this is the north side. 

18 And the east side ye shall measure 
from? Hauran, and from Damascus, and 
from Gilead, and from the land of Israel 
by Jordan, from the border unto the east 
sea. And this is the east side. 

19 And the south side southward, from 
Tamar even to the waters of § strife fin 
Kadesh, the river to the great sea. And 
this is the south side *southward. 

20 The west side also shall he the great 
sea from the border, till a man come over 
against Hamath. This is the west side. 

21 So shall ye divide this land unto you 
according to the tribes of Israel. 

22 YJ And it shall come to pass, that ye 
shall divide it by lot for an inheritance 
unto you, and to the strangers that so- 
journ among you, which shall beget chil- 
dren among you: and" they shall be unto 
you as born in the country among the 
children of Israel; they shall have in- 
heritance with you among the tribes of 
Israel. 

23 And it shall come to pass, that in 


* Or, swore; Gen. 26:3. achap, 48:29. bchap, 48:1, ¢ Num. 
34:8. d2Sam.8:8. + Or, The middle village. e Num. 34:2. 
t Or, from between. % Or, Meribah. f chap. 48.28; Num. 20:13; 
Deut. 32:51; Psa. 81:7. {| Or, valley. * Or, toward Teman. 
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Portions of the tribes. 


what tribe the stranger sojourn- 4,%;°# 


eth, there shall ye give him his inherit- 


ance, saith the Lord Gon. 


CHAPTER XLVIII. 


1, 23 The portions of the twelve tribes, S of the sanc- 
tuary, 15 of the city and suburbs, 21 and of the prince. 
30 The dimensions and gates of the city. 


Nga these are the names of the tribes. 
From! the north end to the coast of 
the way of Hethlon, as one goeth to Ha- 
math, Hazar-enan, the border of Damas- 
cus northward, to the coast of Hamath ; 
for these are his sides east and west; ta 
portion for Dan. 

2 And by the border of Dan, from the 


east side unto the west side, a portion for 


Asher. 

3 And by the border of Asher, from 
the east side even unto the west side, a 
portion for Naphtali. 

4 And by the border of Naphtali, from 
the east side unto the west side, a portion 
for Manasseh. 

5 And by the border of Manassch, from 
the east side unto the westside, a portion 
for Ephraim. 

6 And by the border of Ephraim, from 
the east side even unto the west side, a 
portion for Reuben. 

7 And by the border of Reuben, from 
the east side unto the west side, a portion 
for Judah. 

8 § And by the border of Judah, from 
the east side unto the west side, shall be 
the Joffering which ye shall offer of five 
and twenty thousand reeds in breadth, and 
in length as one of the other parts, from 
the east side unto the west side: and the 
sanctuary shall be in the midst of it. 

g Eph. 2:12, 13; 3:6; Rev. 7:9 h Acts 15:9; Rom. 


9, 10. 
10:12; Gal.8:28; CoL 3:11. i chap. 47:15, etc.  ¢ Heb one. 
j chap. 45; 1-6. 








15, 16. Hethlon — Hauran ; of these places 
Hamath lay on the Orontes, far north of the actual 
possessions of the Israelites before the captivity or 
afterwards, and Hauran, east of Bashan beyond 
the Jordan. 

19. Kadesh ; Kadesh-barnea, in the valley 
south of the Dead sea. The river; that is, along 
the river. “The river of Egypt” is meant. Num. 
34:5. 

22, 23. To the strangers that sojourn among 
you—shall ye give him his inheritance ; this 
is an intimation of the future admission of the 
Gentiles to equal rights in God’s church. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The Holy Spirit dwells continually in Christ’s 
church as a fountain of living waters. He gives 
to all her members life and sanctification, and com- 
fort, and victory over the world; and from one gen- 
eration to another he raises up for her a spiritual 
seed from among those who were by nature “ dead 
in trespasses and sins.” Isa. 44:3-5; 59:21; John 
7: 37-39; Eph. 2:22. 

3-5. The course of God’s kingdom of grace, like 
that of a ae ” raped grows wider and deeper 
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as it advances, and it shall finally spread its life- 
giving waters over all the earth. Dan. 2:34, 35, 
44,45; Mat. 13 :31-33. 

7-10. Wherever the grace of God is received, 
it heals the maladies which sin has produced, fills 
the soul with light and strength and comfort, and 
makes nations and individuals alike prosperous 
and fruitful in works of righfeousness. Ver. 12. 

11. Miry places and marshes given to salt, which 
can neither be ploughed nor sown, are a true em- 
blem of all nations, families, and individuals that 
reject the gospel of Christ. ey : 

22, 23. The gospel has broken down “the mid- 
dle wall of partition” between Jews and Gentiles, 
and made them one in Christ Jesus. John 10:16; 
Eph. 2: 14-19; Col. 3:11. 

CHAPTER XLVIIL. 

1. East and west ; portion is assigned to each 
tribe directly across the Holy Land from east to 
west, beginning with Dan. 

8-22. The offering ; of territory. See chap. 
45:1-8. It extends directly across the land from 
east to west, being twenty-five thousand reeds in 
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The holy oblation. 


A.M. 319. 9 The oblation that ye shall offer 
unto the Lorn shall be of five and twenty 
thousand in length, and of ten thousand 
in breadth. 

10 And for them, even for the priests, 
shall be this holy oblation; toward the 
north five and twenty thousand zn length, 
and toward the west ten thousand in 
breadth, and toward the east ten thou- 
sand in breadth, and toward the south 
five and twenty thousand in length: and 
the sanctuary of the Lorn shall be in the 
midst thereof. 

11 It* shall be for the *priests that are 
sanctified of the sons of Zadok; which 
have kept my tcharge, which went not 
astray when the children of Israel went 
astray, °as the Levites went astray. 

12 And this oblation of the land that is 
offered shall be unto them a thing most 
holy by the border of the Levites. 

13 And over against the border of the 
priests, the Levites shall have five and 
twenty thousand in length. and ten thou- 
sand in breadth: all the length shall be 
five and twenty thousand, and the breadth 
ten thousand 

14 And they shall not sell of it, neither 
exchange, nor alienate the 4 first-fruits of 
the land: for zt is holy unto the Lorn. 

15 4 And the five thousand, that are 
left in the breadth over against the ‘five 
and twenty thousand, shall be a‘ profane 
place for the city, for dwelling, and for 
suburbs; and the city shall be in the 
midst thereof. 

16 And these shall be the measures 
thereof; the north side four thousand 
and five hundred, and the south side four 
thousand and five hundred, and on the 
east side four thousand and five hundred, 
and the west side four thousand and five 
hundred. 

17 And the suburbs of the city shall be 
toward the north two hundred and fifty, 
and toward the south two hundred and 
fifty, and toward the east two hundred 
and fifty, and toward the west two hun- 
dred and fifty. 


* Or, The sanctified portion shall be. a chap 44 15. — ¢ Or, 
ward, or ordinance, b chap 44:10 c¢ Lev 27-10, 28, 33. 
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Portions of the tribes. 


18 And the residue in length over 
against the oblation of the holy portion 
shall be ten thousand eastward, and ten 
thousand westward: and it shall be over 
against the oblation of the holy portion ; 
and the increase thereof shall be for food 
unto them that serve the city. 

19 And &they that serve the city shall 
serve it out of all the tribés of Israel. 

20 All the oblation shall be five and 
twenty thousand by five and twenty 
thousand : ye shall offer the holy obla- 
tion foursquare, with the possession of 
the city. 

21 {| And the "residue shall be for the 
prince, on the one side and on the other 
of the holy oblation, and of the posses- 
sion of the city, over against the five 
and twenty thousand of the oblation 
toward the east border, and westward 
over against the five and twenty thou- 
sand toward the west border, over against 
the portions for the prince: and it shall 
be the holy oblation; and the tsanctu- 
ary of the house shall be in ihe midst 
thereof. . . 

22 Moreover, from the possession of 
the Levites, and from the possession of 
the city, bezng in the midst of that which 
is the prince’s, between the border of Ju- 
dah and the border of Benjamin, shall 
be for the prince. 

23 As for the rest of the tribes, from 
the east side unto the west side, Benja- 
min shall have +a portion. 

24 And by the border of Benjamin, from 
the east side unto the west side, Simeon 
shall have a portion. 

25 And by the border of Simeon, from 
the east side unto the west side, Issachar 
a portion. — 

26 And by the border of Issachar, from 
the east side unto the west side, Zebulun ~ 
a portion. 

27 And by the border of Zebulun, from 
the east side unto the west side, Gad a 
portion. 

28 And by the border of Gad, at the 
south side southward, the border shall 


4 Ex.22 99. echap 45.6 


f chap, 42:20.  g chap. 45:6. 
h chap 45:7. iver 8,10 $ Heb one. 





width. Midway between east and west, in the re- 
gionaround the holy city, is taken a square of twenty- 
five thousand reeds, occupying its whole breadth. 
This again is divided east and west into three par- 
allel portions, the two first being ten thousand 
reeds each in width, and the third five thousand. 
Of these three portions, the northernmost, contain- 
ing the sanctuary, is assigned to the priests, the 
second to the Levites, and the third to the city. 
The city lies in the midst of the portion belonging 
to it, making, with its suburbs, a square of five 
thousand reeds, or more than eleven miles. The 
immense extent of “ the offering” in all its parts, 











the river flowing from the temple, and the man- 
ner of assigning the land to the twelve tribes, 
shows that the whole vision 1s to be understood 
not literally but iy, led like the apostle John’s 
vision of the new Jerusalem. 

15. Profane place; not holy, as the sanctuary 


was. 

21. The residue ; east and west of the twenty- 
five thousand reeds. Ver. 20. : 
22. Judah — Benjamin ; in this assignment 
the tribe of Judah lies north of “ the offering,” and 
that of Benjamin south, contrary to Joshua's assign- 
ment, which placed Benjamin north of Judah. 

1 
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Plan of the city. 


be even from Tamar unto the * waters of 
strife* 7 Kadesh, and to the river toward 
the great sea. 

29 This >zs the land which ye shall 
divide by lot unto the tribes of Israel for 
inheritance, and these are their portions, 
saith the Lord Gop. 

30 4 And these are the goings out of 
the city on the north side, four thousand 
and five hundred measures. 

31 And the gates of the ¢city shall be 
after the names of the tribes of Israel: 
three gates northward; one gate of Reu- 
ben, one gate of Judah, one gate of Levi. 

32 And at the east side four thousand | 





DANIEL I. 


The Jews in Babylon. 


and five hundred: and three gates ; 4,%;°#. 
and one gate of Joseph, one gate of Ben- 
jamin, one gate of Dan. 

33 And at the south side four thousand 
and five hundred measures: and three 
gates; one gate of Simeon, one gate of 
Issachar, one gate of Zebulun. 

34 At the west side four thousand and 
five hundred, with their three gates; one 
gate of Gad, one gate of Asher, one gate 
of Naphtali. 

35 It was round about eighteen thou- 
sand measures: and the name of the city 
from that day shall be, tThe 4Lorp ts 
there. 





THE BOOK OF DANIEL. 


CUA Wei Re de 


1 Jehoiakim’s captivity 3 Ashpenaz taketh Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 8 They refusing 
the king’s portion, do prosper with pulse and water 
17 Their excellency in wisdom 


N the third year of the reign of Jehoi- 

akim king of Judah came * Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, 
and besieged it. 

2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king 
of Judah into his hand, with part of the 
vessels of the house of God, which he 
carried into the land of Shinar to the 
house of his god; and he brought the ves- 
sels into the treasure-house of his god. 

3 4 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz 
the master of his eunuchs, that he should 
bring certain of the ‘children of Israel, 
and of the king’s seed, and of the princes ; 

4 Children in whom was no blemish, 
but well-favored, and skilful in all wis- 

achap 47°19 * Heb Merrbah kadesh. b chap, 47:14 21, 22 


c Rev 21:12, etc t Heb. Jehovah shammah. 4 Psa’ 46-5; 
43°35 63 51857772 135: Jer: 317: Joel 3:21; Zech: 2:10-> Rev 








31-34. The gates of the city; compare Rev. 
od a Waal RS 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

The literal Canaan, which God gave to Abraham 
and his seed, was a type of the more noble spiritual 
inheritance which he bestows upon all his children 
in this world, and of the “ inheritance incorrupt- 
ible and undefiled, and which fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven” for their everlasting posses- 


sion. 
CHAPTER I. 

1. In the third year ; see note on Jer. 25:1. 

2. Gave Jehoiakim—into his hand; he be- 
came the servant of Nebuchadnezzar, but contin- 
ued to reign in Jerusalem, for his reign lasted 
eleven years, 2 Kings, 23:36; 2 Chron. 36:5., 
After reigning three years, he revolted against 
Nebuchadnezzar, and the remaining years of his 
reign were rendered miserable by the invasion of 
the Chaldeans, Syrians, Moabites, and Ammonites. 
From 2 hay :6, it seems probable that his 





dom, and cunning in knowledge, and 
understanding science, and such as had 
ability in them to stand in the king’s 
palace, and whom they might teach the 
learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. 

5 And the king appointed them a daily 
provision of the king’s meat, and of the 
wine #which he drank: so nourishing 
them three years, that at the end thereof 
they might stand before the king. 

6 Now among these were of the chil- 
dren of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mi- 
shael, and Azariah: 

7 Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs 
gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the 
name of § Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, 
of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; 
and to Azariah, of Abed-nego. 

8 ¥ But Daniel purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself with 
the "portion of the king’s meat, nor with 





21:3; 22:3, e2Kings. 24: 1,13; 2Chron. 36 6,7. f Foretold 
2 Kings, 20°17, 18; Isa. 39:7. $ Heb of his drink. g chap. 4:8; 
5:12. h Deut. 32:38; Ezek 4:13; Hosea 9: 3. 





reign was terminated by a second invasion of Neb- 
uchadnezzar, who carried him captive to Babylon. 

3. Master of his eunuchs ; a great number of 
eunuchs are employed now, as anciently, in eastern 
courts; they have charge of the monarch’s house- 
hold, and all its arrangements. 

4. Children in whom was no blemish; in 
eastern courts, it is the custom now, as of old, to 
select the fairest and most noble among the cap- 
tive youth to wait upon the monarch. These are 
carefully trained up under the chief of the eunuchs, 
but are not themselves made eunuchs. Adzlity ; 
strength of body and mind. 

5. A daily provision ; for the purpose of mak- 
ing them full fleshed, and of good appearance. See 
note, ver. 4. 

7. Gave names; new names; a practice still 
retained in oriental courts. 

8. Defile himself ; the food and drink prepared 
by the heathen he regarded as unclean, according 
to the distinctions of the Mosaic law. It is proba- 
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The temperance and wisdom 


evée® the wine which he drank: there- 


fore he requested of the prince of the eu- 
nuchs that he might not defile himself. 

9 Now God had brought Daniel into 
favor* and tender love with the prince of 
the eunuchs. 

10 And the prince of the eunuchs said 
unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who 
hath appointed your meat and your drink: 
for why should he see your faces * worse 
liking than the children which are of 
your tsort? then shall ye make me en- 
danger my head to the king. 

11 Then said Daniel to +Melzar, whom 
the prince of the eunuchs had set over 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 

12 Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, 
ten days; and let them give us$ pulse to 
eat, and water to drink. 

13 Then let our countenances be looked 
upon before thee, and the countenance 
of the children that eat of the portion of 
the king’s meat: and as thou seest, deal 
with thy servants. 

14 So he consented to them in this mat- 
ter, and proved them ten days. 

15 And at the end of ten days their 
countenances appeared fairer and fatter 
in flesh than all the children which did 
eat the portion of the king’s meat. 

16 Thus Melzar took away the portion 
of their meat, and the wine that they 
should drink; and gave them pulse. 

17 4 As for these four children, God 
gave them knowledge and skill in all 
learning and wisdom: and *Daniel had 
understanding in all visions and dreams. 

18 Now at the end of the days that the 
king had said he should bring them in, 
then the prince of the eunuchs brought 
them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 

19 And the king communed with them; 
and among them all was found none like 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: 
therefore stood they before the king. 


DANIEL II. 


of Daniel and his friends. 


20 And °in all matters of wisdom tand 
understanding, that the king inquired of 
them, he found them ten times better 
than all the magicians and astrologers 
that were in all his realm. 

21 And Daniel ‘continued even unto 
the first year of king Cyrus. 


CHAPTER II. 


1 Nebuchadnezzar, forgetting his dream, requireth it 
of the Chaldeans, by promises and threatenings. 10 
They acknowledging their inability are judged to 
die. 14 Daniel obtaining some respite findeth the 
dream. 19 He blesseth God. 24 He staying the 
decree is brought to the king. 31 The dream 36 
The interpretation. 46 Daniel's advancement. 


ae in the second year of the reign 
of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnez- 
zar dreamed dreams, ‘wherewith his 
spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake 
from him. 

2 Then the king commanded to call the 
magicians, and the astrologers, and the 
sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to show 
the king his dreams. So they came and 
stood before the king. 

3 And the king said unto them, I have 
dreamed a dream, and my spirit was 
troubled to know the dream. 

4 Then spake the Chaldeans to the king 
in Syriae, O king, live for ever: tell thy 
servants the dream, and we will show 
the interpretation. 

5 The king answered and said to the 
Chaldeans, The thing is gone from me: 
if ye will not make known unto me the 
dream, with the interpretation thereof, 
/ye shall be teut in ‘pieces, and your 
houses® shall be made a dunghill. 

6 But *if ye show the dream, and the 
interpretation thereof, ye shall receive 
of me gifts and Srewards and great honor: 
therefore show me the dream, and the 
interpretation thereof. 

7 They answered again and said, Let 
the king tell his servants the dream, and 
we will show the interpretation of it. 





@ Gen. 39:21; Prov 14:7. * Heb. sadder. { Or, term, or 
continuance, $f Or, The steunard. § Heb of pulse that we 
may eat. * Or, he maae Damel understand. b 1 Kings, 
10:1-3; Psa. 119.99 1 Heb. of. ¢ chap 6:28; 10:1. e 
lived to see that glorious time of the return of his people from 


the Babylonian captivity, though he did not die then So ¢ill is 
used, Psa. 110:1; 112:8. chap 4:5; Gen. 41:8; Esth.6:1; 
Job 33:15-17. ¢© 1 Kings,1:31. $¢ Chald made. f chap. 3: 29. 
g Ezra6:1l. bh chap. 5:16. @ Or, fee; ver. 48; chap. 5:17, 





ble that he wished also to avoid a luxurious and 
effeminate style of living ill becoming the servants 
of Jehovah. The king’s meat; literally, “ the 
king’s dainties.”’ 

12. Pulse; the word in the original seems to 
denote any vegetable food. 

21. Unto the first year of king Cyrus; that 
is, he lived to see the termination of the Babylo- 
nian empire. The words must not be understood 
to mean that he did not continue longer. Compare 
chap. 6: 28; 10:1. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3-5. When God punishes nations for their sins, 
he is able to protect and provide for his faithful 
servants; and times of great public calamity often 

me to them occasions of high preferment and 
usefulness, 


8. The true believer will value purity of heart 
and life, and visible conformity to God’s law, above 
all earthly delights and honors. id 

12-16. It is by temperance and simplicity in 
food and drink, and not by luxury, that both body 
and mind are preserved in the highest health and 
vigor. 

30. They who choose their attendants from those 
who have Taek trained in the knowledge and fear 
of God, will be best served. 


CHAPTER II. 


2. Chaldeans ; that is, astrologers, because the 
Chaldeans were preéminent in this science. 

4. In Syriac; that is, in the Chaldee tongue. 
From this place to the end of the seventh chapter 





the original is in the Chaldee language. 
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Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 


8 The king answered and said, I know 
of certainty that ye would *gain the time, 
because ye see the thing is gone from me. 

9 But if ye will not make known unto 
me the dream, there is but one decree for 
you: for ye have prepared lying and cor- 
rupt words to speak before me, till the 
time be changed: therefore tell me the 
dream, and I *shall know that ye can 
show me the interpretation thereof. 

10 §| The Chaldeans answered before 
the king, and said, There is not a man 
upon the earth that can show the king’s 
matter: therefore there is no king, lord, 
nor ruler, that asked such things at any 
magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean. 

11 And it zs a rare thing that the king 
requireth, and there is none other that 
can show it before the king, -except the 
gods, whose ‘dwelling is not with flesh. 

12 For this cause the king was angry 
and very furious, and commanded to 4de- 
stroy all the wise men of Babylon. 

13 And the decree went forth that the 
wise men should be slain; and they sought 
Daniel and his fellows to be slain. 

14 4] Then Daniel tanswered with coun- 
sel and wisdom to Arioch the * captain of 
the king’s guard, which was gone forth 
to slay the wise men of Babylon: 

15 He answered and said to Arioch the 
king’s captain, Why is the decree so hasty 
from the king? Then Arioch made the 
thing known to Daniel. 

16 Then Daniel went in, and desired 
of the king that he would give him time, 
and that he would show the king the 
interpretation. 

17 Then Daniel went to his house, and 
made the thing known to Hananiah, Mi- 
shael, and Azariah, his companions: 

18 That ®*they would desire mercies $ of 
the God of heaven concerning this secret; 
that | Daniel and his fellows should not 
perish with the rest of the wise men of 
Babylon. 

19 4{ Then was the secret revealed unto 
Daniel in a fnight vision. Then Daniel 
blessed the God of heaven. 

20 Daniel answered and said, & Blessed 
be the name of God for ever and ever: 
for wisdom, and might are his: 

21 And he changeth the'times and the 
seasons: he!Jremoveth kings, and setteth 
ap kings: ‘he giveth wisdom unto the 





r,buy; Eph 5:16. alsa. 41:23 bver 28. € Isa. 66-1,2. 
da Mat 2:16. Meise returned, s. Of, (lid morals Chald. chief 
of the ex t .or fermen; Gen, 37:36; Jer 52:12, 14. 
echap 3:173 1 Sam 17:37; 2Tim- 4: ive is. a Chald. from be 
oe || Or, they should not destroy Daniel. f Num. 12:6. g Psa. 

23. h Jer. 32:19 iPsa 3i:; 14.15 j Psa. 75:6,7 k Prov 
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revealed to Daniel. 


wise, and knowledge to them that 4;%%!- 
know understanding: 

22 He 'revealeth the deep and secret 
things: ™he knoweth what is in the dark- 
ness, and the "light dwelleth with him. 

23 I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou 
God of my fathers, who hast given me 
wisdom and might, and hast made known 
unto me now what we desired of thee: 
for thou hast now made known unto us 
the king's matter. 

24 4] Therefore Daniel went in unto 
Arioch, whom the king had ordained to 
destroy the wise men of Babylon: he 
went and said thus unto him; Destroy 
not the wise men of Babylon: bring me 
in before the king, and I will show unto 
the king the interpretation. 

25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel be- 
fore the king in haste, and said thus unto 
him, *I have found aman of the tcap- 
tives of Judah, that will make known 
unto the king the interpretation. 

26 The king answered and said to Dan- 
jel, whose name was Belteshazzar, Art 
thou able to make known unto me the 
dream which I have seen, and the inter- 
pretation thereof? 


27 Daniel answered in the presence of . 


the king, and said, The secret which the 
king hath demanded °cannot the wise 
men, the astrologers, the magicians, the 
soothsayers, show unto the king; 

28 But P there is a God in heaven that 
revealeth secrets, and #maketh known 
to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall 
be in the latter days. Thy dream, and 
the visions of thy head upon thy bed, 
are these ; 

29 As for thee, O king, thy thoughts 
came } into thy mind upon thy bed, what 
should come to pass hereafter: and ‘he 
that revealeth secrets maketh known to 
thee what shall come to pass. 

30 But as for me, this secret is not re- 
vealed to me for any wisdom that I have 
more than any living, but for || (hetr sakes 
that shall make known the interpretation 
to the king, and that thou mightest know 
the thoughts of thy heart. 

31 9 Thou, O king, *sawest; and behold 
a great image. This great image, whose 
brightness was excellent, stood before 
thee; and the form thereof was terrible. 

32° This image’s head was of fine gold, 
326.95 





1 Psa 25:14. m Psa. 139: 11,12; Heb; 4:13 n 1Tim. 
6. 16; 1 John, 1:5, * Chald. That I. } Chald, children of the 
captivity 0 "Isa. 47: 13,14. p Gen. 40:8; 41:16. £Chald hath 
made Chald cameup. qAmos4:13. © Acts3:12. |] Or, 
the intent that the interpretation may be made known. * Chaid. 
wast seeing. 





8. Gain the time; improve to your own ad- 
vantage the opportunity afforded you by my forget- 
fulness. Compare ver. 


9. Till the time be changed ; prebably, till 
1068 





my kingdom passes into other hands. Compare 
ver. 21. This is the language of jealousy and sus- 
picion, as if the wise men foresaw calamity com- 
ing upon him which they refused to declare. 
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The dream, and 


aM 01 his breast ahd his arms of silver, 
his belly and his *thighs of brass, 

33 His legs of iron, his feet part of iron 
and part of clay. 

34 Thou sawest till that a stone was 
cut out t without *hands, which smote 
the image upon his feet that were of iron 
and clay, and brake them to pieces. 

35 Then was the iron, the clay, the 
brass, the silver, and the gold, broken 
to pieces together, and became hke the 
chaff” of the summer threshing-floors ; 
and the wind carried them away, that no 
place* was found for them: and the stone 
that smote the image became a great 
mountain,‘ and ¢filled the whole earth. 


DANIEL II. 





36 YJ This zs the dream; and we will 
tell the interpretation thereof before the 
king. 

37 Thou, O king, art a ‘king of kings: 
for€ the God of heaven hath given thee a | 
kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. | 

38 And wheresoever the children of 
men dwell, the beasts of the field and 
the fowls of the heaven hath he "given 
into thy hand, and hath made thee ruler | 
over them all. Thou art this head of 
gold. 

39 And after thee shall arise another 
kingdom ‘inferior to thee, and another 
third kingdom of brass, which ‘shall 
bear rule over all the earth. 

40 And the fourth kingdom shall be 
strong as iron: forasmuch as iron break- 
eth in pieces and subdueth all things: 
and as iron that breaketh all these, shall 
it break in pieces and bruise. 

41 And whereas thou sawest the feet 
and toes, part of potters’ clay, and part 
of iron, the kingdom shall be divided ; 


the imterpretation, 


but there shall be in it of the strength 
of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest 
the iron mixed with miry clay. 

42 And as the toes of the feet were part 
of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom 
shall be partly strong, and partly #broken. 

43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed 
with miry clay, they shall mingle them- 
selves with the seed of men: but they 
shall not cleave Sone to another, even as 
iron is not mixed with clay. 

44 And in ithe days of these kings 
shall the *God of heaven set up a king- 
dom, which shall never be destroyed: 
and the *kingdom shall not be lett to 
other people, but it shall! break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it 
shall stand for ever. 

45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the 
stone was cut out of the mountain ft with- 
out hands, and that it brake in pieces 
the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, 
and the gold; the great God hath made 
known to the king what shall come to 
pass thereafter: and the dream 7s cer- 
tain, and the interpretation thereof sure. 

46 4 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar 
fell upon his face, and worshipped Daniel, 
and commanded that they should offer 
an oblation and sweet odors unto him. 

47 The king answered unto Daniel, and 
said, Of a truth zt zs, that your God is a 
God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a 
revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest 
reveal this secret. 

48 Then the king made Daniel a great 
man, and gave him many “great gifts, 
and made him ruler over the whole prov- 
ince of Babylon, and chief of the "gov- 
ernors over all the wise men of Babylon. 








* Or, sides. | Or, which was notinhands « Zech 4:6; Joh 
:43. b Psa. 1:4; Hoseal3:3. ¢ Psa. 37:36. d Isa. 2:2, 3. 
f Ezra7:12; Isa. 47:5; Ezek. 26:7; Hosea 
h Jer. 27:6. i chap.5:28. J chap, 7:7, 23. 


e 1 Cor. 15:25. 
8:10. g Ezral:2. 





34. Cut out; of the mountain, ver. 45. Wiath- 
out hands; by no human agency. 

38. Thou art this head; that is, the kingdom 
over which thou reignest, and which is represented 
in thy person. 

39. Another kingdom; the Persian, founded 
by Cyrus. Inferior to thee; that is, in splendor. 

nother third kingdom; the Grecian empire, 
of which Alexander was the founder. 

40. The fourth kingdom ; this kingdom is at 
the beginning “strong as iron;” afterwards, it is 
“partly strong, and peor broken,” ver. 42; it is 
on its decline when the God of heaven sets up his 
kingdom, for the stone cut out of the mountain 
without hands smites it on its feet of iron and clay, 
and it is the last great monarchy that oppresses 
the world. All these characters point to the Ro- 
man empire, which would not be omitted in a com- 
prehensive view, like this, of the future history of 
the world. See notes on the seventh chapter. 

Al. Divided; in character; that is, “ partly 
strong, and partly broken,” ver. 42. 





43. They shall mingle themselves ; the na- 


ft Or, brittle, &% Chald. this with this. || Chald. their, —& Micah 
4:7; Luke 1:32, 33. * Chald. kingdom thereof. Psat 29, 
¢ Or, which was not in hands. }$ Chald. after this, m ver. 6. 
DB Chap. 4:9; 5:11, 








tive stock of this iron kingdom. Weth the seed 
of men ; with men of another sort, making a mix- 
ture that cannot be united into one whole. Ac- 
cording to some, the reference is to the Roman 
custom of giving to the nations whom they ¢on- 
quered the privilege of citizenship, thus making 
the empire a medley of different people, with dif- 
ferent languages, ideas, and customs. We may 
better, perhaps, understand these words of the mix- 
ture of the northern nations, who conquered Rome 
in the fourth and following centuries, with the old 
inhabitants of the enfpire. Out of this grew a 
number of kingdoms that could never unite into 
one whole, and yet they constituted a continuation 
of the old Roman empire. See notes on the sev- 
enth chapter. 

44. Set upa kingdom; that called in the New 
Testament “the kingdom of heaven,” of which 
Christ is the head. ; 

46. Worshipped Daniel—sweet odors; we 
have no reason to think that Daniel failed to protest 
against any honors paid to him as a divine person, 
or as one who was the aaa ata 7" of deity. 
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Nebuchadnezzar’s 


49 Then Daniel requested of the king, 
and *he set Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, over the affairs of the prov- 
ince of Babylon: but Daniel sat Pin the 
gate of the king. 


CHAPTER FIT. 


1 Nebuchadnezzar dedicateth a golden image in Dura. 
8 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, are accused 
for not worshipping the image. 13 They, being 
threatened, make a good confession. 19 God deliv- 
ereth them out of the furnace. 26 Nebuchadnezzar 
seeing the miracle blesseth God. 


EBUCHADNEZZAR the king * made 

an image of gold, whose height was 
threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof 
six cubits: he set it up in the plain of 
Dura, in the province of Babylon. 

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent 
to gather together the princes, the gov- 
ernors, and the captains, the judges, the 
treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, 
and all therulers of the provinces, to come 
to the dedication of the image which Neb- 
uchadnezzar the king had set up. 

3 Then the princes, the governors, and 
captains, the judges, the treasurers, the 
counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rul- 
ers of the provinces, were gathered to- 
gether unto the dedication of the image 
that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set 
up; and they stood before the image 
that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

4 Then a herald cried *aloud, To you 
itt is commanded, 4O people, nations, 
and languages, 
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golden image. 


5 That at what time ye hear the *,™.*2 
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, {dulecimer, and all kinds of 
music, ye fall down and worship the 
golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the 
king hath set up: 

6 And*whoso falleth not down and wor- 
shippeth shall the same hour be cast into 
the midst of a burning ‘fiery furnace. 

7 Therefore at that time, when all the 
people heard the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all 
kinds of music, all the people, the na- 
tions, and the languages, fell down and 
worshipped the golden image that Neb- 
uchadnezzar the king had set up. 

8 | Wherefore at that time certain Chal- 
deans came near, and accused the Jews. 

9 They spake and said to the king Neb- 
uchadnezzar, O king, &live for ever. 

10 Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that 
every man that shall hear the sound of 
the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, 
and dulcimer, and all kinds of musie, shall 
fall down and worship the golden image: 

11 And whoso falleth not down and 
worshippeth, that he should be cast into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 

12 There are certain Jews whom thou 
hast set over the affairs of the province 
of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego ; these men, O king, have 
not’ regarded 'thee: they serve not thy 
gods, nor worship the golden image which 
thou hast set up. 





a chap. 3:12. b Esther 2:19; 3:2. ¢ 2 Kings, 19°17, 18; Psa. 
115:4, etc. ; Isa. 40:19, etc.; Jer. 16:20; Acts19:26. * Chald. 
with might ; chap. 4:14. f Chald. they command, 4 chap. 4:1; 

49. In the gate of the king; that is, in the 
gate of the king’s palace, where public business 
was transacted. He was plainly the chief minister 
of state. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

10, 11. None but the living God can reveal the 
secrets of the future. All who pretend to a super- 
natural knowledge of coming events from any 
other source, are deceivers; and when their power 
is once fairly tested, they will, like the Chaldean 
magicians, be confounded and put to silence. 

12. It is natural that he who makes unreason- 
able demands of his fellow-men should manifest 
unreasonable rage at their inability to comply with 
his desires. 

13. The angry man is sure to act in such a way 
as will hurt others without benefiting himself. 

14. The truly wise man ixknown by his ability to 
calm the excitement of the passionate, and thus 
gain for himself and them time for prudent action. 
Prov. 16:14. 

17, 18. In times of great difficulty and danger, 
we should seek not only the counsels, but also the 
intercessory prayers of our fellow-believers. 

19. God as not disappoint the hopes of his 
pore when they seek him unitedly in fervent and 

elieving prayer. 

20 23. God is the only source of wisdom and 
power. In all the gifts and endowments which 
any of his oor possess, he should be gratefully 

0 





6:25. $ Or, singing; Chald. symphony. e Rev. 13:15. f Jer, 29.22 
g chap. 2:4; 6:21; Rom. 13:7. b chap. 2:49. @ Chald. set nove 
gard upon, i chap 6:13 





recognized, and all the glory of them be ascribed to 
him alone. Ver. 30. 

31-43. To the eternal mind of God, the whole 
history of the world lies open from the beginning 
to the end; and it is proceeding from age to age, 
in accordance with his infinitely holy and wise pur- 
poses, always in subordination to his glorious plan 
of redemption through Jesus Christ. 

44, All the empires which human hands have 
established shall be destroyed; but the kingdom 
which God has established “ without hands” shall 
increase continually, till the earth is filled with its 
glory and blessedness. 

48. It is the part of wisdom to advance to sta- 
tions of power and influence those who have given 
proof of their ability to fulfil in a proper manner 
the weighty responsibilities connected with them. - 

49. The good man in office will desire and seek 
to surround himself by those who are of like char- 
acter with himself. 


CHAPTER III. 

1. Of gold; probably so called because it was 
overlaid with mt 

2. Sheriffs ; rather, “men learned in the law.” 

5. Sackbut ; the original word seems to denote 
a stringed instrument like the lyre. Ye fall down 
and worship; this was in accordance with the 
universal belief of heathen nations, that it belonged 
to the state to regulate the worship of the gods. Of 
the rights of conscience they had no clear ideas. 
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Deliverance from 


A. M, 3424. 


regs 13 YJ Then Nebuchadnezzar in his 
rage* and fury commanded to bring Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then 
they brought these men before the king. 

14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said 
unto them, Is it *true, O Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abed-nego? do not ye serve 
my gods, nor worship the golden image 
which I have set up? 

15 Now if ye be ready that at what 
time ye hear the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulei- 
mer, and all kinds of music, ye fall °down 
and worship the image which I have 
made, ‘well: but if ye worship not, ye 
shall be cast the same hour into the 
midst of a burning fiery furnace; and 
who? is that God that shall deliver you 
out of my hands? 

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, 
answered and said to the king, O Nebu- 
chadnezzar, we are not ®careful to answer 
thee in this matter. 

17 If it be so, our God ‘whom we serve 
is able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out 
of thy hand, O king. 

18 But if not, be it known unto thee, 
O king, that we will not "serve thy gods, 
nor worship the golden image which thou 
hast set up. 

19 4] Then was Nebuchadnezzar ¢ full 
of'fury, and the form of his visage was 
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego: therefore he spake, and) com- 
manded that they should heat the fur- 
nace one seven times more than it was 
wont to be heated. 

20 And he commanded the + most mighty 
men that were in his army to bind Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and to 
cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 

21 Then these men were bound in their 
coats,’ their hosen, and their !! hats, and 
their other garments, and were cast into 
the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 

22 Therefore because the king’s *com- 
mandment was urgent, and the furnace 
exceeding hot, the ft flame of the fire ‘slew 
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the fiery furnace. 


those men that took up Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abed-nego. 

23 And these three men, Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abed-nego, fell down bound 
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 

24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was 
astonished, and rose up in haste, and 
spake, and said unto his # counsellors, 
Did not we cast three men bound into 
the midst of the fire? They answered 
and said unto the king, True, O king. 

25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four 
men loose, '! walking in the midst of the 
fire,and they have no hurt; and the form 
of the fourth is like the "Son of God. 

26 4] Then Nebuchadnezzar came near 
to the ''mouth of the burning fiery fur- 
nace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abed-nego, "ye servants of 
the °most high God, come forth, and 
come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, came forth of the midst 
of the fire. 

27 And the princes, governors, and cap- 
tains, and the king’s counsellors, being 
gathered together, saw these men, upon 
whose bodies the fire Phad no power, nor 
was a hair of their head singed, neither 
were their coats changed, nor the smell 
of fire had passed on them. 

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and 
said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent 
his Vangel, and delivered his servants 
that ‘trusted in him, and have changed 
the king’s word, and yielded their * bod- 
ies, that they might not serve nor wor- 
ship any god, except their own God. 

29 Therefore *[ make a tdecree, That 
every people, nation, and language, 
which speak any tthing amiss against 
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, shall be cut in “pieces, and 
their houses shall be made a dunghill; 
because there is no other God that can 
deliver after this sort. 

30 Then the king § promoted Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, in the prov- 
ince of Babylon. 





aver. 19. * Or, of purpose, as Ex 21:13. » Luke 4:7,8 
e Ex 32:32; Luke 13:9, ( d Ex, 5:2; 2 Kings, 18:35. e Mat. 
10:19. — f Psa. 121:5-7; Acts 27:23,25. g Job13:15; Acts 
4:19. h Ex. 20:3-5; Lev. 19:4, ¢ Chald. filled. i Isa. 51:13; 
Luke 12:4, 5, j Prov. 16:14; 21:24; 27:3,4. $ Chald. might 
of strength % Or, mantles. || Or, turbans. * Chald. wor 

t Or, spark, & chap. 6:24. f$ Or, governors. | Isa. 43; 2. 


Chald. there is no hurt in them. m™ Prov. 30:4; Luke 1: 35; 

om. 1:4. {j Chald. door. no Gal. 1:10. 9 Gen, 14: 18, 
43:2; Heb. 11:34. @ Gen.19:15,16; Psa. 34:7,8; 103: 20; 
Heb.1:14. r chap. 6:22, 23; Jer. 17:7. 8 Rom, 12:1; Heb. 
11:37.  * Chald. a decree is made by me. t chap. 6:26, 27. 
¢ Chald error. $ Chald. made, u chap.2:5. @ Chald. made 
to prosper. 





16. Are not careful; or, “have no need.” 
Their minds were made up to refuse the worship 
demanded of them, and they knew that arguing 
the matter would do no good. 

21. Their coats—garments; or, “ their hosen, 
tunics, mantles, and garments.” ‘ Hosen” are 
wide pantaloons, such as are worn now in eastern 
countries. 

25. Like the Son of God; or, “like a son of 
the gods;” that is, a superhuman being. The 





same personage Nebuchadnezzar afterwards calls 
an “angel,” ver. 28. Compare chap. 6 : 22. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-23. Since rulers are ordained of God, we are 
bound to submit ourselves to all their requirements, 
except when they command that which God for- 
bids, or forbid that which God commands; and 
then we must obey God, though it be at the peril 
of ourlives. Rom. 13: 1-5, compared with Acts 


4:19, 20. 
1071 


Nebuchadnezzar 


CHAPTER IV. 


Nebuchadnezzar eonfesseth God's kingdom, 4 mak- 
eth rejation of his dreams, which the magicians could 
not interpret. 8 Daniel heareth the dream. 19 He 
interpreteth it 28 The story of the event. 


EBUCHADNEZZAR the king, * unto 

all people, nations, and languages, 
that dwell in all the earth; *Peace be 
multiplied unto you. 

2 I* thought it good to show the signs 
and wonders that the ‘high God hath 
wrought toward me. 

3 How great are his ‘signs! and how 
mighty are his *wonders! his kingdom 
is an feverlasting kingdom, and his &do- 
minion zs from generation to generation. 
4 9 1 Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in 

my house, and flourishing in my palace: 

5 Isaw a dream which made me afraid, 
and the thoughts upon my bed and the 
visions of my head troubled me. 

6 Therefore made I a decree to bring 
in all the wise men of Babylon before 
me, that they might make known unto 
me the interpretation of the dream. 

7 Then came in the magicians, the 
astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the sooth- 
sayers: and [told the dream before them; 
but they did not make known unto me 
the interpretation thereof. 

8 4 But at the last Daniel came in be- 
fore me, whose 'name was Belteshazzar, 
according to the name of my god, and in 
whom zs the! spirit of the holy gods: and 
before him I told the dream, saying, 

9 O Belteshazzar, master of the magi- 
cians, because 1 know that the spirit of 
the holy gods zs in thee, and no secret 
troubleith* thee, tell me the visions of 
my dream that I have seen, and the in- 
terpretation thereof. 


= 


DANIEL IV. 


10 Thus were the visions of my 4,™: 
head in my bed; J tsaw, and behold a 
tree' in the midst of the earth, and the 
height thereof was great. 


11 The tree grew, and was strong, and 


the height thereof reached unto heaven, 
and the sight thereof to the end of all the 
earth: 

12 The leaves thereof were fair, and 
the fruit thereof much, and in it was 
meat for all: the "beasts of the field had 
shadow" under it, and the fowls of the 
heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and 
all flesh was fed of it. 

13 [saw in the visions of my head upon 
my bed, and behold, a ° watcher and a 
holy P one came down from heaven; 


14 He cried taloud, and said thus, |’ 


Hew? down the tree, and cut off his 
branches, shake off his leaves, and seat- 
ter his fruit: let the beasts get away 
from under it, and the fowls from his 
branches: 

15 Nevertheless, leave the ‘stump of 
his roots in the earth, even with a band 
of iron and brass, in the tender grass of 
the field; and let it be wet with the dew 


of heaven, and let his portion be with the | 


beasts in the grass of the earth: 
16 Let his heart be *changed from 


man’s, and let a beast’s heart be given | 


unto him; and let seven ‘times pass 
over him. 

17 This matter zs by the "decree of the 
watchers, and the demand by the word 
of the holy ones: to the intent that the 
living may ‘know that the Most ¥ High 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giv- 
eth it to *whomsoever he will, and set- 
teth up over it the ¥ basest of men. 

18 This dream | king Nebuchadnezzar 





a chap. 3:4; 6:25, 27. » 1 Pet. 1:2. * Chald. lt was seemly 
before me cchap 3:26. 4d Deut. 4:34; Psa. 105:27; Heb 2:4. 
ce Psar722 182. Sos 10>, Isa., 25 1:2 22872 09. 
hives. 


p Mat. 25;31; ev. 14:10 ¢ Chald. rth might; 
chap. 3:4. q Mat.3:10; Luke 13:7. rJobl4 7-9 8 Isa. 
) t chap. 12:7. a ver, 13,14. v Psa. 9:15,20 Ww ver 25, 
32,35. x Psa. 75:6,7. y Ex. 9:16; 1 Kings, 21:25; 2 Kings, 
21:6, etc ; 2 Chron, 28: 22. ; 


o ver 17, 23. 





24-28. God is able with infinite ease to deliver 
his servants in the most terrible extremities. 
Though he may not see, good to save their bodies 
from present death, as he did those of Daniel’s 
three companions, he will grant to their spirits a 
perfect triumph over the rage of their enemies ; 
and “in the resurrection at the last day ” he will 
restore their bodies also in a glorified state, so that 
throughout eternity they shall “have no hurt” 
from the wicked, in body or soul. 


CHAPTER IV. 


This chapter contains an edict of Nebuchadnez- 
zar after his recovery from the calamity to which 
it refers. 

8. According to the name of my god; for 
Belteshazzar signifies “ Prince of Bel.” Bel was 
the chief deity of the Babylonians. Compare Isa. 
46:1. Though Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges the 
ewes of Jehovah, he yet continues to acknowledge 

el as ee This mixture of heathen with 

072 : 





Jewish ideas appears in several eae of the edict, 
and is entirely natural for one in Nebuchadnezzar's 
position. 

1l. The tree grew; compare Ezek. 31: 3-14, 
where the king of Assyria is described under the 
same figure. ; 

13. A watcher and a holy one; that is, a 
watcher, who was also a holy one. ‘t Watcher” 
seems to have been an epithet applied by the east- 
ern nations to a class of angels who watched over 
the affairs of this world. 

15. With a band of iron and brass ; to pre- 
serve it from injury till the time shall come for it 
to grow again. Let it be wet—let his portion 
be; the dream passes from the symbol to the per- 
son symbolized. 

16. Seven times; probably, seven years. See 
note on chap. 7: 25. 

17. The demand ; 
done; that is, the business. 
mand, 


the thing required to be 
The word; the com- 


relateth his dream. 


fare gate lie - _ 
Sa ee et ee 


Ww | 


ee 
Wa ees 


=e 


= 


ee 


x 


erie 


whet 





zo ae oa 
COLTER TI LEB TA 
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Daniel interpreieth 


AM 34 have seen. Now thou, O Belte- 
shazzar, declare the interpretation there- 
of, *forasmuch as all the wise men of my 
kingdom are not able to make known 
unto me the interpretation: but thou art 
able; for the spirit of the holy gods zs in 
thee. 

19 § Then Daniel, whose name was 
Belteshazzar, was astonished for one 
hour, and his thoughts >troubled him. 
The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, 
let not the dream, or the interpretation 
thereof, trouble thee. Belteshazzar an- 
swered and said, My lord, the dream be 
to ‘them that hate thee, and the inter- 
pretation thereof to thine enemies. 

20 The “tree that thou sawest, which 
grew, and was strong, whose height 
reached unto the heaven, and the sight 
thereof to all the earth; 

21 Whose leaves were fair, and the fruit 
thereof much, and in it was meat for all; 
under which the beasts of the field dwelt, 
and upon whose branches the fowls of 
the heaven had their habitation: 

22 It 2s *thou, O king, that art grown 
and become strong: for thy greatness 1s 
grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and 
thy ‘dominion to the end of the earth. 

23 And £ whereas the king saw a watch- 
er and a holy one coming down from 
heaven, and saying, Hew the tree down, 
and destroy it; yet leave the stump of 
the roots thereof in the earth, even with 
a band of iron and brass, in the tender 
grass of the field; and let it be wet with 
the dew of heaven, and Jet his portion be 
with the beasts of the field, till seven 
times pass over him; 

24 This is the interpretation, O king, 
and this zs the decree of the Most High, 
which is come upon my lord the king: 

25 That they shall "drive thee from 
men, and thy dwelling shall be with the 
beasts of the field, and they shall make 
thee to cat'grass as oxen, and they shall 
wet thee with the dew of heaven, and 
seven times shall pass over thee, till 
thou know that the Most )High ruleth 


DANIEL IV. 


the king's dream. 


in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever he will. 

26 And whereas they commanded to 
leave the stump of the tree roots; thy 
kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after 
that thou shalt have known that the 
heavens* do rule. 

27 Wherefore, O king, let my counsel 
be acceptable unto thee, and 'break off 
thy sins by righteousness, and thine ini- 
quities by showing mercy to the poor; 
if™ it may be *a lengthening of thy tran- 
quillity. 

28 4] All this came upon the king Neb- 
uchadnezzar. 

29 At the end of twelve months he 
walked fin the palace of the kingdom of 
Babylon. 

30 The king "spake, and said, Is not 
this great Babylon, that I have built for 
the house of the kingdom by the might 
of my power, and for the honor of my 
majesty ? 

31 While °the word was in the king's 
mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, 
saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee 
it 1s spoken; The kingdom is departed 
from thee. 

32 And Pthey shall drive thee from 
men, and thy dwelling shall be with the 
beasts of the field: they shall make thee 
to eat grass as oxen, and seven times 
shall pass over thee, until thou know 
that the Most High ruleth in the king- 
dom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever 
he will. 

33 The same hour was the thing ful- 
filled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was 
driven from men, and did eat grass as 
oxen, and his body was wet with the 
dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown 
like eagles’ feathers, and his nails like 
birds’ claws. 

34 And at the end of the days I Neb- 
uchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto 
heaven, and mine understanding return- 
ed unto me, and I blessed the Most High, 
and I praised and honored ¢him that liv- 
eth for ever, whose dominion 7s an‘ ever- 





a ver.8 b ver. 9. ¢ 2 Sam. 18:32; Jer. 29:7. 4 ver, 10-12. 
e chap. 2:38. f Jer. 27:6-8. g ver. 13,14. bh ver. 33. i Psa, 
106:20. 3 Psa, 83:18. k Mat. 5:34; Luke 15:18, 21. 1 Isa. 


55:7. m Psa. 41:1,2. * Or, a healing of thine errér. ft Or, 





19. Astonished ; in view of the terrible calam- 
ity coming upon the monarch whose dream he was 
called to interpret. One hour; or, “for a sea- 
son ;” probably, a short season. 

25. They shall drive thee; a Chaldee mode of 
saying, “thou shalt be driven.” The agents are 
not named. Probably we are to understand “ the 
watchers” acting through his madness. Compare 
ver. 33. 

28. All this came; some suppose that verses 
28-33, which speak of Nebuchadnezzar in the third 


person, were added by the inspired penman; but 





upon, n Luke 12:19,20. 0 1 Thes. 5:3, p ver.25,26. q chap, 
12:7; Rev. 4:10. rchap, 2:44; 7:14; Psa. 10:16; Jer. 10:10; 
Micah 4:7; Luke 1; 33, 





probably the king chose to describe the humiliating 
events of his insanity, when he was not himself, in 
the third person, rather than the first. 

33. Was driven from men—did eat grass ; 
his madness impelled him to forsake the abodes of 
men, and to eat grass as the cattle. Was wet; from 
spending his nights in the openair. Like eagles’ 
ashers ; the point of comparison is that of length, 
and perhaps roughness. Leke birds’ claws ; that 
is, long, like birds’ claws. 

34. Lifted up mine eyes ; inan act of adoration. 
This was a sign that his reason had ferent 

0 


Belshazzar’s 


lasting dominion, and his kingdom is 
from *generation to generation: 

35 And all the inhabitants of the earth 
are reputed as nothing: and She doeth 
according to his will in the army of heav- 
en, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth: and none can ‘stay his hand, or 
say unto him, * What doest thou ? 

36 At the same time. my reason return- 
ed unto me; and for the glory of my 
kingdom, mine honor and brightness re- 
turned unto me; and my counsellors and 
my lords sought unto me; and I was 
established in my kingdom, and excel- 
lent majesty was fadded unto me. 

37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and 
extol and honor the King of heaven, all 
whose works are truth, and his ways 
judgment: and those that walk in ® pride 
he is able to abase. 


CHAPTER V. 


1 Belshazzar’s impious feast. 5 A handwriting, un- 
known to the magicians, troubleth the king. 10 At 
the commendation of the queen Daniel is brought. 
17 He, reproving the king of pride and idolatry, 25 
readeth and interpreteth the writing. 30 The mon- 
archy is translated to the Medes. 


ELSHAZZAR the king made a great 
feagt' to a thousand of his lords, and 
drank wine before the thousand. 

2 Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine, 
commanded to bring the golden and sil- 
ver J/vessels which his *father, Nebu- 
chadnezzar had fttaken out of the temple 


DANIEL V. 


impious feast, 
which was in Jerusalem; that the *,™;°s6 
king and his princes, his wives and his 
concubines, might drink therein. 

3 Then they brought the golden vessels 
that were taken out of the temple of the 
house of God which was at Jerusalem ; 
and the king and his princes, his wives 
and his concubines, drank in them. 

4 They drank wine, and praised the 
gods of * gold, and of silver, of brass, of 
iron, of wood, and of stone. 

5 J In the same ' hour came forth fin- 
gers of a man’s hand, and wrote over 


against the candlestick upon the plaster . 


of the wall of the king’s palace: and the 
king saw the part of the hand that wrote. 

6 Then ™the king’s # countenance ! was 
changed, and his thoughts troubled him, 
so that the !joints of his loins were 
loosed, and his "knees smote one against 
another. 

7 The king cried *aloud to bring in 
the °astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the 
soothsayers. And the king spake, and 
said to the wise men of Babylon, Who- 
soever shall read this writing, and show 
me the interpretation thereof, shall be 
clothed with tscarlet, and have a chain 
of gold about his neck, and shall be the 
third Pruler in the kingdom. 

8 Then came in all the king’s wise 
men: but they could not read the writ- 
ing, nor make known to the king the 
interpretation thereof. 





a Psa. 90:1 e Psa. 115.3; 135:6. d Isa, 
43:13. e Job 9:12; Isa. 45:9; Rom. 9:20. f Job 42:12, 
¢ Deut. 32:4; Psa. 33:4; Rev. 15:3. b chap.5:20; Ex: 18:11; 
Job 40:11,12. i Esth.1:3. j chap.1:2; Jer. 52:19  * Or, 
grandfather, as ver. 11,18; Jer. 27:7; 2Sam.9:7. ¢ Chald brought 


b Isa. 40; 15, 17. 


forth k& Rev.9:20. I chap 4:31, m Isa.21;2-4. $ Chald. 
brighinesses ; ver.9. % Chald. changed it. |j Or, girdles ; Chald 
* Chald. with 


bindings, or knots; Isa. 5:27.~ 0 Nahum 2:10 
P chap. 6:2. 


might. o chap. 2:2; Isa. 47:13. f Or, purple. 





36. My counsellors—I was established in my 
kingdom ; as his restoration was manifestly per- 
fect, his counsellors hesitated not to restore to him 
the kingdom. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. True humility makes men willing to speak of 
their own abasement, whenever it will be for God’s 
glory and the instruction of their fellow-men. 

17. The mighty men of this world, who are above 
all human law, are wholly at God’s disposal; and 
he deals with them in such a way as to make it 
manifest that he has the supreme control of human 
affairs. 


19. We ought neither to withhold the truth from | h 


men of high place, through fear of incurring their 
displeasure, nor give any unnecessary offence in 
the manner of uttering it. To them, as to all 
others, our rule should be to declare the whole 
counsel of God with meekness of wisdom. 

27. The divine purposes do not interfere with 
human freedom and responsibility; and correct 
views of them give us full liberty to urge upon 
men the duty of repentance, with the hope that it 
will avail for their welfare here and hereafter. 

30. Pride is a direct affront to God; 1t claims 
for ourselves the honor and power that belong to 
him alone, and he will abase all who thus rob him 
of his glory. Prov. 16:18. 

31-33. How easy is it for God to reduce men of 
exalted mee and eminent place to a level with 

0 





the brutes of the field; driving them out from hu- 
man society, and making them incapable alike of 
knowing him or of understanding the simplest of 
human affairs. Let all who are lifted up with 
pride, in view of their gifts or achievements, hum- 
ble themselves before him who gives honor to whom- 
soever he will, and takes it away again at his 
pleasure. 

34. The acknowledgment of God’s personal pres- 
ence and supreme control over us is the clearest 
mark of reason, and when we humbly and thank- 
fully own his hand in our afflictions and humilia- 
tions, it 1s a sign that our hearts are right with 


im. 

36. As there is no condition so lofty that God 
cannot cast us down from 1t, so there is no humilia- 
tion so deep that he cannot raise us from it to enjoy 
the richest blessings. 

37. However heavy and humiliating are God's 
chastisements, if their effect is to abase our pride, 
and produce in us the spirit of true submission to 
him, we shall have abundant reason to praise him 
for them here and throughout eternity. 


CHAPTER V. 


1. Belshazzar; the last king of Babylon, of 
whom little is known. He was probably a grand- 
son of Nebuchadnezzar. 

2. Commanded to bring—silver vessels ; see 
note to ver. 23, 
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Daniel explaineth the 


segs 9 Then wasking Belshazzar greatly 


troubled, and his *countenance was chang- 
ed in him, and his lords were astonished. 

10 4 Now the queen, by reason of the 
words of the king and his lords, came 
into the banquet house: and the queen 
spake and said, O king, live for ever: let 
not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy 
countenance be changed: 

11 There *is a man in thy kingdom, in 
whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and 
in the days of thy t father light and un- 
derstanding and wisdom, like the wisdom 
of the gods, was found in him; whom 
the king Nebuchadnezzar thy f father, 
the king, I say, thy t father, made master 
of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, 
and soothsayers ; 

12 Forasmuch as an Pexcellent spirit, 
and knowledge, and understanding, +in- 
terpreting of dreams, and showing of hard 
sentences, and ‘dissolving of | doubts, 
were found in the same Daniel, whom 
the king named Belteshazzar: now let 
Daniel be called, and he will show the 
interpretation. 

13 Then was Daniel brought in before 
the king. And the king spake and said 
unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which 
art of the children of the captivity of 
Judah, whom the king my * father 
brought out of Jewry ? 

14 [ have even heard of thee, that the 
spirit of the gods zs in thee, and that 
light and understanding and excellent 
wisdom is found in thee. 

15 And now the wise men, the astrolo- 
gers, have been brought in before me, 
that they should read this writing, and 
make known unto me the interpretation 
thereof: but they could not show the 
interpretation of the thing: 

16 AndI have heard of thee, that thou 
canst tmake interpretations, and dis- 
solve doubts: now if thou canst read 
the writing, and make known to me the 
interpretation thereof, thou shalt be cloth- 
ed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold 
about thy neck, and shalt be the third 
ruler in the kingdom. 

17 4] Then Daniel answered and said be- 





* Chald. brightnesses ; ver. 6. a chap. 4:8,9. 4 Or, grand 
father ; ver. 2. b can Os 3. $ Or, of an interpreter. Or, @ 
a dissolver. || Chald. s. * Or, grandfather; ver.2. ¢ Chald. 
wnterpret. ¢ Gen. 14:23, f Or, fee, aschap 2:6. d Psa.119; 46. 
e chap. 4: 22, etc.; Jer. 27:7. Or, to deal proudly ; Ex. 18:11. 
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writing on the wall. 


fore the king, ‘ Let thy gifts be to thyself, 
and give thy #rewards to another, yet I 
will read the 4 writing unto the king, and 
make known to him the interpretation. 

18 Othou king, the most high God gave 
Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, 
and majesty, and glory, and honor: 

19 And for the majesty that he gave 
him, all people, nations, and languages, 
trembled and feared before him: whom 
he would he slew; and whom he would 
he kept alive; and whom he would he 
set up; and whom he would he put down. 

20 But when his heart was lifted up, 
and his mind hardened Sin pride, he was 
deposed! from his kingly throne, and they 
took his glory from him: 

21 And he was driven from the sons of 
men; and *his heart was made like the 
beasts, and his dwelling was with the 
wild asses: they fed him with grass like 
oxen, and his body was wet with the dew 
of heaven; till he knew that the most high 
God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that 
he appointeth overit whomsoever he will. 

22 And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast 
not ‘humbled thy heart, though thou 
knewest all this ; 

23 But Shast lifted up thyself against 
the Lord of heaven; and they have 
brought the vessels of his house before 
thee, and thou and thy lords, thy wives 
and thy concubines, have drunk wine 
in them; and thou hast "praised the 
gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, 
wood, and stone, 'which sce not, nor 
hear, nor know; and the God in whose 
hand thy /breath zs, and whose are all 
thy * ways, hast thou not 'glorified: 

24 Then was the part of the hand sent 
from him; and this writing was written. 

25 Y And this ts the writing that 
was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, 
UPHARSIN. 

26 This is the interpretation of the 
thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy 
kingdom, and finished it. 

27 TEKEL; Thou art "weighed in the 
balances, and art found “wanting. 

28 PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, 
and °given to the ? Medes and 49Persians. 





|| Chald. made to come down. * Or, he made his heart equal. {2 
hron, 33: 23; 36:13; James 4:6. g ver. 3,4. bh Judg. 16:23, 


3:13. © Foretold Isa. 21:2. p ver. 31. q chap. 6: 28, 





10. The queen; probably the queen-mother, 
who had been the wife of Evil-merodach, Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s successor. She was well acquainted 
with Daniel, while Belshazzar had never concerned 
himself to learn his history and merits. 

23. Hast lifted up thyself against the Lord 
of heaven ; by putting to a profane use the sacred 
vessels of his temple. 

24. Then ; when thou wast thus treating him 





with contempt. The part of the hand; the 
“ fingers of a man’s hand,” ver. 5. That nothing 
except these appeared made the vision more mys- 
terious and terrible. 

Mene, mene, tekel, upharsin; that is, 
“ numbered, numbered, weighed, and divided.” 

28. Peres; that is, “divided,” or broken into 
parts. “Peres,” in the original, is the singular, 
and “upharsin” the plural of the —_ word, with 

075 


A conspiracy 


29 Then commanded Belshazzar, and 
they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put 
a chain of gold about his neck, and made 
a proclamation concerning him, that *he 
should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 

30 FY In that ‘night was Belshazzar the 
king of the Chaldeans slain. 

31 And *Darius the Median took the 
kingdom, *bezng tabout threescore and 
two years old. 


CHAPTER VI. 


1 Danielis made chief of the presidents. 4 They con- 
spiring against him obtain an idolatrous decree. 10 
Daniel, accused cf the breach thereof, is cast into the 
lions’ den. 18 Daniel is saved. 24 His adversaries 
devoured, 25 and God magnified by a decree. 


T pleased Darius to 4set over the king- 
dom a hundred and *twenty princes, 
which should be over the whole kingdom ; 
2 And over these three presidents ; of 
whom Daniel was first: that the princes 
might give accounts unto them, and the 
king should have no damage. 

3 Then this Daniel was preferred above 
the presidents and princes, because an 
excellent spirit was in him; and the king 
thought to set him over the whole realm. 

4 9 Then "the presidents and princes 
sought! to find occasion against Daniel 
concerning the kingdom; but they could 
find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch 
as he was faithful, neither was there any 
error or fault found in him. 


DANIEL 


ve. 


5 Then said these men, We shall 4,57: 
not find any occasion against this Daniel, 
except we find zt against him concerning 
the law of his God. 

6 Then these presidents and princes 
assembled? together to the king, and 
said thus unto him, King Darius, ‘live 
for ever. . 

7 All the presidents of the kingdom, 
the governors, and the princes, the coun- 
sellors, and the captains, have consulted 
together* to establish a royal statute, and 
to make a firm § decree, that whosoever 
shall ask a petition of any god or man 
for thirty days, save of thee, O king, 
he shall be cast into the den of lions. 

8 Now, O king, establish the decree, 
and sign the writing, that it be not chang- 
ed, according to the 'law of the Medes 
and Persians, which !! altereth not. 

9 Wherefore king Darius signed the 
writing and the decree. 

10 §] Now when Daniel "knew that the 
writing was signed, he went into his 
house ; and, his windows being open in 
his chamber" toward Jerusalem, he kneel- 
ed upon his knees °three times a day, 


against Daniel. 


and prayed, and gave Pthanks before his © 


God, as he did aforetime. 

11 Then these men assembled and found 
Daniel praying and making supplication 
before his God. 

12 Then they came @near, and spake 
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“and” prefixed; as if the writing had said, “ and 
divided are the parts of thy kingdom.” 

30. Slain ; by Cyrus king of Persia, who was 
at the head of the united armies of Media and 
Persia. He had turned the waters of the Eu- 
phrates out of their course, and entered the city 
through its channel during a night of feasting and 
revelry, about 538 before Christ. 

31. Darius the Median took the kingdom; 
Darius is supposed to be the “‘ Cyaxares” of profane 
historians. ite was the uncle of Cyrus and the king 
of Media. Upon the death of Darius, Cyrus united 
the kingdoms of Media and Persia in his own person. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-3. When carnal security, pride, and contempt 
of God and his service are united in a community, 
its destruction is near. 

4. Jehovah is nigh to all his true worshippers, to 
hear and save them; but every false confidence de- 
ceives and destroys those who put their trust in it, at 
the very time ae they are loudest in its praises. 

5. In scenes of revelry and sinful mirth God is 
ever present as a witness, and he can in a moment 
change them into anguish and terror. 

6. A guilty conscience makes wicked men trem- 
ble before every token of God's presence; for they 
rightly interpret it as being to them a sign of com- 
ing wrath. 

13. In seasons of outward security good and wise 
men are commonly forgotten, with all the services 
which they have rendered in past times; and too 
often their aid and counsel are not sought again 
till it is too late to avert impending ruin. 
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22. They who know God’s judgments upon others 
for their sins, and yet fail to be admonished by them, 
arg doubly guilty, and will be punished with pro- 
portional severity. 

25. Presumptuous sinners can expect no mes- 
oe le God but one of evil tidings. 1 Kings, 
22:8. 

27, 28. God will soon take from us our earthly 
stewardship; then we shall be weighed in the bal- 
ances of his word, and, if found wanting, our doom 
“Ay be hke that of Belshazzar—exceedingly ter- 
rible. 

30. In the midst of pomp and splendor and ap- 
parent security, men are often on the very brink 
of destruction. 


CHAPTER VI. 


7. Whosoever shall ask—into the den of 
lions; a most absurd proposal; but the king's 
vanity blinded him to its unreasonableness and 
wickedness. It may have been urged upon him 
that some test of the loyalty of his new subjects 
was needed. 

8. Which altereth not ; no royal edict of the 
Persian monarchs could be changed, and the same 
seems to have been true of the Medes. Thus Ahas- 
uerus, instead of repealing the edict which Haman 
had procured for the destruction of the Jews, made 
a new edict empowering them to destroy their ene- 
mies. Esther 8: 8-11. 

10. Loward Jerusalem ; he directed his pray- 
ers towards Jerusalem as God’s chosen aiding. 
place. Psa. 5:7. 
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Daniel delivered 


A-M.307% before the king concerning the 


king’s decree, Hast thou not signed a 
decree, that every man that shall ask a 
petition of any god or man within thirty 
days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast 
into the den of lions? The king answered 
and said, The thing is true, according 
to the law of the Medes and Persians, 
which *altereth not. 

13 Then answered they and said be- 
fore the king, That Daniel, >which zs of 
the children of the captivity of Judah, 
regardeth © not thee, O king, nor the de- 
eree that thou hast signed, but maketh 
his petition three times a day. 

14 Then the king, when he heard these 
words, was sore ‘displeased with him- 
self, and set his heart on Daniel to de- 
liver him: and he labored till the going 
down of the sun to deliver him. 

15 Then these men assembled unto the 
king, and said unto the king, Know, O 
king, that the law of the Medes and 
Persians zs, That no decree nor statute 
which the king establisheth may be 
changed. 

16 Then the king commanded, and they 
brought® Daniel, and cast him into the 
den of lions. Now the king spake and 
said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou 
servest continually, he will ‘deliver thee. 


@ 17 And a £stone was brought, and laid 


upon the mouth of the den; and the 
king "sealed it with his own signet, and 
with the signet of his lords; that the 
purpose might not be changed concern- 
ing Daniel. 

18 4 Then the king went to his pal- 
ace, and spent the night fasting ; neither 
were *instruments of music brought be- 
fore him: and his sleep went from him. 

19 Then the king arose very early in 
the morning, and went in haste unto the 
den of lions. 

20 And when he came to the den, he 
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DANIEL VI. 


Srom the lions’ den. 


cried With a lamentable voice unto Dan- 
iel: and the king spake and said to Dan- 
iel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, 
is thy God, whom thou servest continu- 
ally, able to deliver thee from the lions? 

21 Then said Daniel unto the king, O 
king, live for ever. 

22 My God hath sent his ‘angel, and 
hath )shut the lions’ mouths, that they 
have not hurt me: forasmuch as before 
him *innoceney was found in me; and 
also before thee, O king, have I done no 
hurt. 

23 Then was the king exceeding glad 
for him,and commanded that they should 
take Daniel up out of the den. So Dan- 
iel was taken up out of the den, and no 
manner of hurt was found upon him, 
because he believed in his God. 

24 4| And the king commanded, and 
they brought those !men which had ae- 
cused Daniel, and they cast them into the 
den of lions, them, their "children, and 
their wives; and the lions had the ® mas- 
tery of them, and brake all their bones 
in pieces or ever they came at the bottom 
of the den. 

25 Y Then °king Darius wrote unto all 
people, nations, and languages, that dwell 
in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto 
you. 

26 I make a deeree, That in every do- 
minion of my kingdom?’ men tremble and 
fear before the God of Daniel: for he 
is the living God, and steadfast for ever, 
and his ‘kingdom that which shall not 
be destroyed, and his dominion shall be 
even unto the end. 

27 He *delivereth and rescueth, and he 
worketh tsigns and wonders in heaven and 
in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from 
the t power of.the lions. . 

28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign 
of Darius, and in the reign of "Cyrus the 
Persian. 
24°16; 2 Kings, 14:6; Esth.9:10. om Psa, 54:5. © chap. 4: se 
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14. Was sore displeased with himself; he 
now saw, for the first time, the base design of those 
who had procured the decree. 

17. Sealed it ; that it might not be secretly re- 
moved. Compare Mat. 27: 66. 

28. In the reign of Darius; this is said to 
have lasted two years. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

4. The promotion of a man of eminent merit to 
a high station naturally excites the envy of base 
and ignoble minds, and they will seek his ruin by 
means corresponding with their character. 

7. When men appeal to our vanity, we should 
suspect both quitatves and the object which they 


propose. 

9. We should Nene eo well the consequences of 
a proposed measure before we give our assent to it. 
; 10. When the honor of God is concerned, we 





ought not to conceal our religious services, but 
openly and boldly to perform them even at the haz- 
ard of our lives. 

15. Neither human statutés nor ancient usages 
can make that right which is in itself wrong; and 
to persevere in a course of action after its wicked- 
ness has been made manifest, from a false regard to 
custom or consistency, is only adding sin to sin. 

16. He who acknowledges a man to be righteous 
at the very moment when he condemns him, as did 
Darius and Pilate, thereby betrays his moral weak- 
ness, and his unfitness to occupy the tribunal of 
justice. ; ie : 

18. The compunctious visitings of a guilty con- 
science, banishing sleep from the eyes and comfort 
from the soul, are but a 8 substitute for a cour- 
ageous adherence to truth and justice. — 

23. When fidelity to God brings ion deadly 


The vision of 
CHAPTER VII. 


1 Daniel’s vision of four beasts 9 Of God’s kingdom. 
15 The interpretation thereof. 


N the first year of Belshazzar king of 

Babylon, Daniel *had a *dream and 
visions of his head upon his bed: then 
he wrote the dream, and told the sum of 
the f matters. 

2 Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vis- 
ion by night, and behold, the four winds 
of the heaven strove upon the great sea. 

3 And four great beasts »came up from 
the sea, diverse one from another. 

4 The first was like a Slion, and had 
eagle’s 4wings: I beheld till the wings 
thereof were plucked, #and it was lifted 
up from the earth, and made stand upon 
the feet as a man, and a man’s heart was 
given to it. 

5 And behold another ° beast, a second, 
like to a bear, and it raised up Sitself on 
one side, and zt had three ribs inthe mouth 
of it between the teeth of it: and they said 
thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh. 

6 After this I beheld, and lo another, like 
a leopard, which had upon the back of it 
four wings of a fowl; the beast had also 
fourfheads; and dominion was given to it. 

7 After this I saw in the night visions, 
and behold a fourth & beast, dreadful and 
terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it 
had great iron teeth: it devoured and 
brake in pieces, and stamped the residue 


DANIEL VII. 


the four beasts, 


with the feet of it: and it was *,M.%4% 
diverse from all the beasts that were be- 
fore it; and it had ten "horns. . 

8 I considered the horns, and behold, 
there came up among them another 
little ‘horn, before whom there were 
three of the first horns plucked up by 
the roots: and behold, in this horn were 
eyes like the eyes of man, and a* mouth 
speaking great things. 

9 ¥ I beheld till the thrones were cast 
down,' and the "Ancient of days did sit, 
whose "garment was °white as snow, 
and the hair of his head like the pure 
wool: his? throne was like the fiery flame, 
and his wheels as burning fire. 

10 A ‘fiery stream issued and came 


forth from before him: thousand thou- - 


sands ministered unto him, and ten thou- 
sand times ten thousand ‘stood before 
him: the tjudgment was set, and the 
books were opened. 

11 I beheld then, because of the voice 
of the great words which the horn spake, 
I beheld even till the beast was "slain, 
and his body destroyed, and given to the 
burning flame. 

12 As concerning the rest of the beasts, 
they had their dominion taken away: 
yet litheir lives were prolonged for a 
season and time. 


13 I saw in the night visions, and be- @ 


hold, one like the Son of ‘man came with 
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perils, we need give ourselves no disquietude, be- 
ing assured that he is able to deliver us, and will 
do so, if his own cause and our highest welfare 
demand it. 

24. It is the usual course of God's providence 
to turn the malice of wicked men against them- 
selves. - 


CHAPTER VII. 


2. Strove ; or, “burst forth,” an apt emblem of 
the fierce passions of unsanctified men contending 
with each other for supremacy. 

3. From the sea; from the tumult produced 
by this conflict of human passions. Compare Rev. 
i Four great beasts; the symbols of four 
great monarchies that were successively to rule the 
world, ver. 17. 

4. The first—a lion; the Chaldean empire. 
Eagle's wings; a symbol of the swiftness and 
great extent of its victories. Were plucked; so 
that it could extend its conquests no further. From 
the earth ; that is, from moving upon its four feet. 
Aman’sheart was giventoit; the beast ischang- 
ed to a man; that is, the monarchy which it rep- 
resents loses its fierceness and becomes mild. 

do. A bear; fierce and cruel. This symbolizes 
the empire of the Medes and Persians. See Isa. 
13:18. Raised up itself on one side; its hinder 
parts rested on the ground, while it stood erect 
with one of the fore legs and kneeled with the 
other. This is the posture exhibited on one of the 
stones one Babylon, and it seems to indicate 

0 





that the bear is in the act of raising himself up to 
attack his prey. Three ribs; a symbol of the 
prey which it had already taken. 

6. Like a leopard ; which excels in swiftness, 
chap. 8:5. This was the empire of Alexander the 
Great, which, after his death, was divided into four 
parts, symbolized by the four wings and heads. 
Compare chap. 8:8. 

7. A fourth beast ; the Roman empire. See 
note ver. 23. 

8. Eyes like the eyes of man; the symbols 
of sagacity. 

9. The thrones were cast down; the thrones 
of the kingdoms represented by the ten horns. But 
many prefer to render, “ till thrones were set;” that 
is, set for judgment upon the beast. The Ancrent 
of days; Jehovah. The same language is applied 
elsewhere to Christ. Rev.1:14, 15. 

10. A fiery stream; the symbol of his wrath. 
Thousand thousands—stood before him; these 
seem to be all his attending angels, accompanying 
him to the judgment of the beast. Compare Deut. 
33:2; Mat. 25:31; 2 Thess. 1:7. 

12. Their lives were prolonged ; that is, after 
their dominion was taken away. Each of them 
continued to exist for a season in its national char- 
acter after it had been subjected to the power ot 
the succeeding beast. But the fourth beast is so 
destroyed that it has no longer any existence. 

13. Like the Son of man ; this is a vision of 
the Messiah appearing in human form. They 
brought him; the miistermg ange!s brought 
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The establishment of 


2 Or 3 the clouds of heaven, and came to 
the Ancient* of days, and they brought 
him near before him. 

14 And °there was given him domin- 
ion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages, should 
serve him: his dominion is an ‘everlast- 
ing dominion, which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom that which shall ‘not 
be destroyed. 

15 4 I Daniel was grieved in my spirit 
in the midst of my *body, and the visions 
of my head troubled me. 

16 I came near unto one of them that 
stood by, and asked him the truth of all 
this. So he told me, and made me know 
the interpretation of the things. 

17 These great beasts, which are four, 
are four kings, which shall arise out of 
the earth. 

18 But the saints of the tMost High 
shall take the kingdom, and possess the 
kingdom® for ever, even for ever and 
ever. 

19 Then I would know the truth of the 
fourth beast, which was diverse from all 
the? others, exceeding dreadful, whose 
teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; 
which devoured, brake in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with his feet ; 

20 And of the ten horns that were in 
his head, and of the other which came up, 


DANIEL VII. 


the kingdom of God. 


and before whom three fell; even of that 
horn that had eyes, and a mouth that 
spake very great things, whose look was 
more stout than his fellows. 

21 I beheld, ‘and the same horn made 
war with the saints, and prevailed against 
them ; 

22 Until the Ancient of days came, and 
judgment was given to the saints of the 
Most High; and the time came that the 
saints possessed the kingdom. 

23 Thus he said, The fourth beast shall 
be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which 
shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and 
shall devour the whole earth, and shall 
tread it down, and break it in pieces. 

24 And the ten horns out of this king- 
dom are ten kings that shall arise: and 
another shall rise after them; and he 
shall be diverse from the first, and he 
shall subdue three kings. 

25 And he shall speak great words 
against the Most High, and shall wear 
out the saints of the Most High, and 
think to change times and laws: and 
they shall be given into his hand until 
a time and times and the dividing of 
time. 

26 But the judgment shall sit, and they 
shall take away his dominion, to con- 
sume and to destroy zt unto the end. 

27 And the kingdom and dominion, and 
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him to be invested by the Ancient of days with 
universal dominion. Compare Psa. 2:8; Mat. 
28: 18. 

16. One of them that stood by; one of the 
ministering angels. 

23. Lhe fourth kingdom ; that this is the Ro- 
man empire appears plain from the following con- 
siderations. 1. Both here and in the second chap- 
ter a succession of four great monarchies is repre- 
sented, of which the first three are admitted to have 
been universal. It is altogether reasonable, there- 
fore, to look for a universal empire in the fourth; 
but that empire can be no other than the Roman. 
2. The fourth beast is represented as the strongest 
and most terrible of them all, which cannot apply 
to any other than the Roman power. 3. All its 
characters agree with those of the Roman empire. 
4. These characters cannot be made to agree with 
those of any other power. Those who understand 
by the little horn Antiochus Epiphanes, must con- 
sider the fourth beast as representing the Syrian 
ey: or perhaps Syria and Egypt. But 
these belong to the third beast. They are two of 
the four divisions into which his empire was broken, 
and which have just been represented by the four 
wings and the four heads of the leopard. 5. No 
persecuting power comes after this beast. Its do- 
minion is destroyed by that of the Messiah, who 
takes the kingdom and holds it for ever. This can 
apply only to the Roman power as perpetuated in 
its horns. Diverse from all kingdoms; how 

uliar was the constitution of the Roman state 
is well known to all students of history. 

24. Ten kings; that is, in the language of 
prophecy, ten kingdoms. Shall arise; they shall 
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arise out of this fourth beast and exist together, as 
is plain from the fact that the first three of them 
shall be plucked up by the little horn, while the 
rest shall remain. These ten kingdoms seem to be 
those into which the Roman empire was broken 
upon the invasion of the northern nations. See 
note chap. 2:43. Another shall rise; see ver. 
8, 20, 21; 2 Thess. 2:3-10; Rev. 13:11-18. 
All the characters of this little horn agree with 
those of the Papal power, and considering the vast 
influence which this has wielded over God’s church, 
we should naturally expect that it would be in- 
cluded in a comprehensive view like this of the 
world’s history. Shall subdue three kings; 
three of the ten kingdoms. These the Pope over- 
threw by the aid of France, and erected his tempo- 
ral power upon their ruins. For the details of these 
ten kingdoms, and of the three that were over- 
thrown by the little horn, the reader may consult 
the Commentaries on Daniel, in which this question 
is discussed at large. 

25. Shall speak great words ; of blasphemy, 
claiming for himself the prerogatives of God. Com- 

are 2 Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13:5, 6. Wear out ; 
23 long continued and bloody persecutions. Times 
and laws; times and laws which have respect to 
religion. He shall usurp God's authority in mat- 
ters of religion. A teme and tumes and the dt- 
viding of time ; probably here, and in chap. 12:7, 
a year and two years and half a year; that is, 
three years and a half, the same as “ forty and two 
months,” Rev. 11:2; 13:5; and “a thousand two 
hundred and threescore days,” Rev. 11:3; 12:6; 
each day representing a year, as in Ezek. 4:6, 

26. Unto the end; utterly may a 


Vision of the 


the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven, shall be given to the peo- 
ple of the saints of the Most High, whose 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 
all *dominions shall serve and obey him. 
28 Hitherto zs the end of the matter. 
As for me Daniel, my cogitations much 
troubled me, and my countenance chang- 
ed in me: but I kept the matter in my 
heart. 


CHAPTER. ¥ E11. 


1 Daniel’s vision of the ram and he-goat. 13 The two 
thousand three hundred days of sacrifice. 15 Gabriel 
comforteth Daniel, and interpreteth the vision. 


N the third year of the reign of king 

Belshazzar a vision appeared unto 

me, even unto me Daniel, after that which 
appeared unto me at the first. 

2° And I saw in a vision; and it came 
to pass, when I saw, that I was at *Shu- 
shan in the palace, which ts in the proy- 
ince of Elam; and I saw in a vision, 
and I was by the river of Ula. 

3 Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, 
and behold, there stood before the river 
a ram which had two horns: and the 
two horns were high; but one was higher 
than the ¢ other, and the higher came up 
last. 

4] saw the ram pushing westward, 
and northward, and southward; so that 
no beasts might stand before him, nei- 
ther was there any that could deliver out 
of his hand; but he did according to his 
will,’ and became great. 


DANIEL VIII. 


ram and he-goat. 


5 And as I was considering, be- *;™,° 


hold, a he-goat® came from the west on 
the face of the whole earth, and +touched 
not the ground: and the goat had Sa 
notable horn between his eyes. 

6 And he came to the ram that had 
two horns, which I had seen standing 
before the river, and ran unto him in 
the fury of his power. 

7 And I saw him come close unto the 
ram, and he was moved with choler 
against him, and smote the ram, and 
brake his two horns: and there was no 
power in the ram to stand before him, 
but he cast him down to the ground, and 
stamped upon him: and there was none 
that could deliver the ram out of his 
hand. 

8 Therefore the. he-goat waxed very 
great: and when he was strong, the great 
horn was broken; and for it came up 
four’ notable ones toward the four winds 
of heaven. 

9 And *out of one of them came forth 
a little horn, which waxed exceeding 
great, toward the south, and toward the 
east, and toward the ‘pleasant land. 

10 And it waxed great, even !!to the 
host’ of heaven; and it cast »down some 
of the host and of the stars to the ground, 
and stamped upon them. 

11 Yea, 'he magnified himself even *to 
the prince of the host, and j by him the 
daily! sacrifice was taken away, and the 
place of his sanctuary was cast down. 





} Heb. second. » chap. 5:19; 
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e chap. 


* Or, rulers. a Esth. 1:2. 
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28. Hitherto is the end of the matter ; that 
is, thus far the vision extends, and that closes “ the 
mystery of God.” 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

The history of the world proceeds from beginning 
to end in accordance with God’s wise appointment. 
No great persecuting power can arise without his 
permission. He will overrule its rage and malice 
for the final triumph of his own kingdom of right- 
eousness and truth; and will, in the end destroy it 
by such irresistible and terrible judgments as shall 
be a true image of the last great day when all ini- 
quity shall be for ever overthrown. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


1. At the first ; in the first year of Belshazzar’s 
reign, chap. 7:1. 

2, Shushan; Susa, the winter residence of the 
Persian kings. It lay on the river Ulai, now called 
Kerah, which enters the united stream of the Eu- 
phrates and Tigris from the north-east. Elam ; 
between Babylonia and Persia proper, having Me- 
dia on the north, and the Persian gulf on the 
south. 

3. A ram; the united kingdoms of Media and 
Persia, which are represented by the two horns. 
One was higher than the other, and the higher 
came up last; Persia, though the younger, be- 
came under Cyrus the ruling power. 

4. Westward, and northward, and south- 





ward; the directions in which the Persian empire 
extended its conquests. 

5. A he-goat ; the Grecian empire. Towched 
not the ground; these words denote the incredi- 
ble swiftness of Alexander's conquests, who is the 
“notable horn between his eyes.” 

7. Stamped upon him; Alexander utterly de- 
molished the Persian monarchy. 

8. Was broken ; Alexander died at Babylon in 
the zenith of his power. Came up four, upon 
his death his kingdom was divided into four. 

9. Out of one of them; out of Syria, which 
was one of the four kingdoms. A little horn; it 
is generally agreed that this represents the power . 
of Antiochus Epiphanes. About the year 171 be- 
fore Christ -he commenced a bloody persecution 
against the Jews, in the progress of which he plun- 
dered Jerusalem, slaughtered an immense number 
of its inhabitants, profaned the temple and altar 
with swine’s flesh, and finally took away the daily 
sacrifice, substituting in its stead idolatrous rites. 
The south; Egypt, another of the four monarch- 
ies which sprung out of the ruins of Alexander's 
empire. The east; Persia. The pleasant land; 
Palestine. Ezek. 20:6, 15. 

10. The host of heaven—the stars ; probably 
a figurative description of the Jewish princes and 
spiritual rulers. e ; 

11. The prince of the host ; this seems to mean 
God himself, who had established the J ewish state. 
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Gabriel interpreteth 


base 12 And *a host was given him 


against the daily sacrifice by reason of trans- 
gression, and it cast down the truth to the 
ground ; and it practised, and prospered. 

13 §] Then I heard one*saint speaking, 
and another saint said unto ¢ that certain 
saint which spake, How long shall be the 
vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and 
the transgression #of desolation, to give 
both the sanctuary and the host to be 
trodden under foot? 

14 And he said unto me, Unto two thou- 
sand and three hundred! days; then shall 
the sanctuary be !!cleansed. 

15 YJ And it came to pass, when I, even 
I Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought 
for the meaning, then, behold, there stood 
before me as the appearance of a man. 

16 AndI heard a man’s voice between 
the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, 
Gabriel,?> make this man to understand 
the vision. 

17 So he came near where I stood: and 
when he came, I was afraid, and fell 
upon my face: but he said unto me, 
Understand, O son of man: for at the 
time of the end shall be the vision. 

18 Now as he was speaking with me, 

I was in a deep ‘sleep on my face tow- 
ard the ground: but he touched me, and 
set* me upright. 
, 19 And he said, Behold, I will make 
thee know what shall be in the last end 
of the indignation: for at the time ‘ap- 
pointed the end shall be. 


DANIEL VIII. 


the vision to Daniel. 


20 The *ram which thou sawest having 
two horns are the kings of Media and 
Persia. 

21 And the rough goat is the king of 
Grecia: and the great horn that is be- 
tween his eyes is the first king. 

22 Now that being broken, whereas 
four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall 
stand up out of the nation, but not in 
his power. 

23 And in the latter time of their king- 
dom, when the transgressors are tcome 
to the full, a king of fierce countenance, 
and understanding dark sentences, shall 
stand up. . 

24 And his power shall be ‘mighty, but 
not by his own power: and he shall de- 
stroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and 
practise, and shall destroy the mighty 
and the +holy people. 

25 And through his policy also he shall 
cause craft to prosper in his hand; and 
he shall magnify himself in his heart, 
and by Speace shall destroy many: he 
shall also stand up against the Prince of 
princes; but he shall be broken without 
hand. 

26 And the vision of the evening and 
the morning which was told 7s true: 
wherefore ?shut thou up the vision; for 
it shall be for many days. 

27 And I Daniel fainted, and was sick 
certain days; afterward I rose up, and did 
the king’s business; and I was astonished 
at the vision, but none understood 7. 





* Or, the host was given are of the transgression against the daily 
sacrifice, a 1 Pet. 1:12. ¢ Or, the or yrrabadly Sopaee ty the won 
derful numberer ; Heb. Palmoni. }{ Or, ma cing desolate ; chap. 
11:31; 12:11. Q@ Heb. evening morning. || Heb. justified. b Luke 





12. A host was given—the daily sacrifice ; 
that is, according to our version, power was given 
him to take away the daily sacrifice, ver. 11; but 
many prefer to render, “ A host was given up to him, 
along with the daily sacrifice ;” that is, the Jewish 
host mentioned in the preceding verses. By reason 
of transgression ; literally, “ by transgression ;” 
either by reason of the transgression of God's peo- 
ple, or in the little horn’s transgression against God. 

13. The transgression of desolation; or, as 
the margin, “the desolating transgression ;” that 
is, the heathen in God’s sanctuary, polluting and 
desolating it. Compare chap. 11:31. 

14. Two thousand and three hundred days ; 
literally, “ two thousand and three hundred even- 
ings and mornings,” ver. 26. This peculiar form 
of expression seems to have been chosen here to 
represent so many literal days, which include the 
whole period of Antiochus’ persecution. The time 
when the daily sacrifice was suspended was, accord- 
ing to Josephus, three years. Cleansed; by a 
new dedication to God. This was by Judas Mac- 
cabeus, before Christ 165. 

16. Between the banks of Ulai; the voice 
called from the river itself. Chap. 12:6. 

17. At the time of the end; the same as “the 
last end of the indignation,” ver. 19; and “the 
latter time of their kin@dom,” ver. The vision 
refers to a great crisis in the history of the Jews, 
and which is itself a type of a still mightier crisis 





1:19,26, ¢ chap. 10:9,10. * Heb. made me stand upon my stand 
ing. 4d Hab. 2:3; Rev. 10:7.  e¢ ver. 3. eb. accomplished, 
f Rev, 17:13,17.  g ver 10,12,etc. f¢ Heb. people of the holy 
ones. % Or, prosperity. b Rev. 10:4. 


in the distant future. See notes chap. 11:36; 
12311, 

18. I was tn a deep sleep; or, “I fell into a 
deep sleep,” overpowered by the brightness of the 
vision. 

23. Transgressors; this seems to mean the 
transgressors among God’s people. Dark sen- 
tences; wily plots and stratagems. 

24. Not by his own power ; either, not by his 
proper might, but by craft and policy; or, by a 
power given him from on high. 

20. By peace; by attacking them unawares 
under pretences of friendship. Without hand; 
without human hand. He perished by a violent 
and distressing sickness inflicted by God’s hand. 

26, 27. Vision of the evening and the morn- 
ing; seenote ver. 14. Shut thou up—none un- 
derstood it ; he was not then to make known the 
interpretation of the vision, which still presents 
many difficulties to the ablest commentators. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-8, 20-22. When God has purposes to be accom- 
plished by a nation, he arms it with invincible 
strength ; when the work assigned is done, he takes 
away its strength and gives it up to the power of 
others; and these, in like manner, execute his high 
counsels while they may be intent only upon car- 
rying out their own schemes of ambition and con- 
quest. Isa. 10: 5-19. 

9-14, 23-25. The wisdom of we pee ore per- 


Daniel’s confession, and 


CHAPTER IX. 


1 Daniel, considering the time of the captivity, 3 mak- 
eth confession of sins, 16 and prayeth for the restora- 
tion of Jerusalem. 20 Gabriel informeth him of the 
seventy weeks. 

N the first year of *Darius the son of 

Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, 
which* was made king over the realm 
of the Chaldeans ; 

2 In the first year of his reign, I Dan- 
iel understood by books the number of 
the years, whereof the word of the Lorp 
came to >Jeremiah the prophet, that he 
would accomplish seventy years in the 
desolations of Jerusalem. 

3 4 And °I set my face unto the Lord 
God, to seek by prayer and supplications, 
with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes: 

4 And I prayed unto the Lorp my God, 
and made my confession, and said, O 
Lord, the 4great and dreadful God, ° keep- 
ing the covenant and mercy to them that 
love him, and to them that keep his 
commandments ; 

5 We fhave sinned, and have committed 
iniquity, and have done wickedly, and 
have rebelled, even by departing from 
thy precepts and from thy judgments: 

6 Neither ®have we hearkened unto 
thy servants the prophets, which spake 
in thy name to our kings, our princes, 
and our fathers, and to all the people 
of the land. 

7 OLord,"righteousness tbelongeth unto 
thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as 
at this day; to the men of Judah, and to 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto 
all Israel, that are near, and that are far 
off, through all the countries ‘whither 
thou hast driven them, because of their 
trespass that they have trespassed against 
thee. 

8 O Lord, to us jbelongeth confusion 
of face, to our kings, to our princes, and 
to our fathers, because we have sinned 
against thee. 

9 To the Lord our *God belong mercies 
and forgivenesses, though we have rebel- 
led against him; 

10 Neither have we obeyed the voice 
of the Lorp our God, to walk in his laws, 


DANIEL IX. 


prayer for Jerusalem. 


which he set before us by his *,%3% 
servants the prophets. 

11 Yea, all 'Israel have transgressed 
thy law, even by departing, that they 

might not obey thy voice; therefore the 
curse is poured upon us, and the oath 
that zs written in the law of Moses the 
servant of God, because we have sinned 
against him. 

12 And he hath confirmed his words, 
which he spake against us, and against 
our judges that judged us, by bringing 
upon us a great evil: for under the whole 
heaven hath not been done as hath been 
done upon Jerusalem. 

13 As it is ™ written in the law of Mo- 
ses, all this evil is come upon us: yet 
made? we not our prayer before the Lorp 
our God, that we might turn from our 
iniquities, and understand thy truth. 

14 Therefore hath the Lorp watched 
upon the evil, and brought it upon us: 
for the Lorp our God is "righteous in all 
his works which he doeth: for we obey- 
ed not his voice. 

15 And now, O Lord our God, that hast 
brought thy people forth out of the land 
of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast 
gotten$ thee renown, as at this day; we 
have sinned, we have done wickedly. 

16 § O Lord, according to all thy right- 
eousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger 
and thy fury be turned away from thy 
city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: be- 
cause for our sins, and for the iniquities 
of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy peo- 
ple are become a reproach to all that are 
about us. 

17 Now therefore, O our God, hear the 
prayer of thy servant, and his supplica- 
tions, and cause thy face to shine upon 
thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the 
Lord’s sake. 

18 O my God, incline thine ear, and 
hear; open thine eyes, and behold our 
desolations, and the city !! which is called 
by thy name: for we do not *present our 
supplications before thee for our right- 
eousnesses, but for thy great mercies. 

19 O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O 
Lord, hearken and do; defer not for thine 





ce Neh. 


a chap. 5:31. 
f Psa, 


* Or, in whichhe. »b Jer. 25:11, 12. 
1:4,etc.; Jer. 29: 10-13, d Neh. 9:32, etc. e Ex. 20:6. 
106:6; Isa. 64:6, 7. g 2 Chron, 36: 18, 16. 7 Or, thou hast. 


h Psa. 51:4. i Lev. 26: 33, 34. j Ezek. 16:63. k Psa. 130: 4,7. 


1 Isa, 1: 4-6. Deut. 28:15, etc. ; 
2:15-17. £ Heb. entreated we not the face of. nm Neh. 9:33. 
@ Heb. made thee a name. || Heb. whereupon thy name is called. 
* Heb. cause to fall. 


m Lev. 26:14, etc. 





mitted his church to be wasted by fierce and bloody 
persecutors, who had all the advantages for destroy- 
ing her that power and policy could command ; yet 
the result has been, that his people have been puri- 
fied and made more prosperous by their sufferings, 
while their persecutors have miserably perished. 
27. A glimpse of the sufferings that were com- 
ing upon his people overcame the prophet’s strength, 
and unfitted him for business. How merciful, then, 
is that arrangement which hides from God’s chil- 
082 





dren the future troubles that are appointed for them 
and the church. Yet when the hour for undergoing 
them arrives, they receive strength both to “bear 
them, and to triumph over them. 


CHAPTER IX. 
2. By books; that is, by the writings of Jere- 
miah. Jer. 25:11, 12; 29:10. 
16. Thy righteousness ; in fulfilling thy prom- 
ises to thy people. 














The seventy weeks” 


A.M 3466, 


A. M 346. own sake, O my God: for thy city 
and thy people are called by thy name. 

20 J And while I was speaking, and 
praying, and confessing my sin and the 
sin of my people Israel, and presenting 
my supplication before the Lorp my God 
for the holy mountain of my God; 

21 Yea, while I was speaking in prayer, 
even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen 
in the vision at the beginning, being 
caused to fly *swiftly, touched me about 
the time of the evening oblation. 

22 And he informed me, and talked with 
me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come 
forth to tgive thee skilland understanding. 

23 At the beginning of thy supplica- 
tions the +commandment came forth, and 
I am come to show thee; for thou art 
greatly’ beloved: therefore understand 
the matter, and consider the vision. 

24 Seventy * weeks are > determined 
upon thy people and upon thy holy city, 
to | finish the transgression, and to *make 
an end of sins, and to make reconcilia- 
tion for iniquity, and to bring in “ever- 


DANIEL IX. 


before the Messiah. 


lasting righteousness, and to seal up the 
vision and ft prophecy, and to anoint the 
most Holy. 

25 Know therefore and understand, that 
from the going forth of the command- 
ment to trestore and to build Jerusalem, 
unto the Messiah the Prince, shall be 
seven weeks, and threescore and two 
weeks: the street shall $be built again, 
and the || wall, even 4in *troublous times. 

26 And after threescore and two weeks 
shall * Messiah be cut off, tbut not for 
himself: and #the people of the prince 
that shall come shall destroy the city 
and the sanctuary; and the end thereof 
shall be with a flood, and unto the end 
of the war § desolations are determined. 

27 And he shall confirm ! the covenant 
with many for one week: and in the 
midst of the week he shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and 
for* the overspreading of abominations 
he shall make zt desolate, even until the 
consummation, and that determined shall 
be poured upon the f desolate. 








* Heb. with weariness, or flight. + Heb. make thee skilful of. 
¢ Heb. word. 2 Heb. a manof desires. a They begin from the twen 
tieth of Artaxerxes. b Num. 14:34; Ezek. 4:6. — |] Or, restrain. 
t Or, build again, 


t Heb. prophet. 
d Neh. 4:8, 


* Or, sealup. ¢ Heb. 9:12. 
|| Or, breach, or ditch 


@ Heb. return and be built. 





24. Seventy weeks ; of this most interesting 
prophecy the following is a summary view. 1. The 
weeks should be understood as weeks of years, 
making four hundred and ninety years. 2. This 
period is divided by the angel into three parts, 
seven weeks, sixty-two weeks, and one week. 3. 
As the angel reckons by weeks of seven years each, 
we are not to seek in the fulfilment for any more 
exact subdivisions of time. 4. We. should begin to 
reckon from the decree for the rebuilding of the 
city and walls by Artaxerxes, Neh. 2:4-8; the 
former decrees of Cyrus and Darius having respect 
only to the rebuilding of the temple. Ezra 1:2; 
6: 1-12. The date of this decree is placed by 
learned men somewhere from four hundred and 
fifty-four to four hundred and forty-four years 
before Christ. 5. The last of the seventy weeks, 
being that in which the Messiah is cut off, has 
respect not to his birth, but to his appearance as a 
public teacher. To finish the transgression— 
everlasting righteousness ; all these expressions 
most naturally refer to the expiation and removal 
of sin by our Lond’s propitiatory death on the cross. 

20. Rani weeks ; the first division of the seventy 
weeks, seeming to be that in which the rebuilding 
of the city and its walls shall be completed. It in- 
cludes the whole period of Nehemiah’s administra- 
tion, which some think extended through forty-nine 
years. In troublous times ; amid the continued 
opposition recorded in the book of Nehemiah. 

6. After threescore and two weeks ; that is, 
the threescore and two weeks that follow the seven 
weeks; in other words, after sixty-nine weeks, and 
during the seventieth week. If we reckon, as some 
eminent chronologists do, the date of Artaxerxes’ 
decree to rebuild Jerusalem from the year before 
Christ 454, sixty-nine weeks of years bring us to 
A. D. 29, which is about the time of our Lord’s 
entrance upon his oe ministry. If, with others, 
we reckon from the year 449 before Christ, this 
brings us to A. D. 34, or about the time of his 
death. ‘This is a8 near as we can hope to come, 





etc.; 6:15. * Heb, strait of. 
have nothing; Jolinl4:30 $ Or, and they (the Jews) shall be no 
more his people, Hos.1:9, or the prince’s (Messiah’s, ver.25,) future 
people. Q Or, tt shall be cut fey desolations || Or, a. * Or, upon 
the battlements shall be the idols of the desolator. ft Or, desolator. 


e Luke 24:26, 46. ¢ Or, and shall 





considering that neither the time of Artaxerxes’ 
decree, or of our Lord’s birth and baptism is ex- 
rg settled. But not for himself; that is, not 
for his own, but for our sins. Isa. 53:1, 3, 5, 6, 
10; 1 Pet. 2:24. The people of the prince; 
the armies sent by the Roman emperor. 

27. The covenant ; the new covenant of grace 
which was ratified by his death. Jer. 31: 31, com- 
pared with Heb. 8:6-13. With many; these 
are his spiritual seed in all ages. Psa. 22:30; 
Isa. 53:11. For one week; that is, within the 
one week. The words of the angel assert simply, 
that this transaction takes place in the seventieth 
week. To cease; by the one offering of himself, 
he accomplished that which the daily sacrifice and 
oblation typified. Thus he made them no longer 
necessary, and God soon afterwards abolished them 
by the hand of the Romans. Azd for the over- 
spreading—desolate ; the marginal reading is to 
be preferred. ‘The desolator” of which it speaks 
is the Roman power. Our Saviour himself inter- 
preted these words of the Roman hosts standing in 
the holy place. Mat. 24:15; Mark 13:14. Com- 
pare Luke 21:20. The consummation, and that 
determined ; the completion of Jerusalem’s over- 
throw as determined by God. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. The certainty of God’s revealed purposes can- 
not set aside the necessity of fervent prayer and 
earnest labor, since it is God’s good pleasure to ac- 


‘complish them by these instrumentalities. Ezek. 


36:37; Acts 27:24, 31, 42-44. 

4-19. That God may remove the discipline which 
he has laid upon his people, it is necessary that 
they deeply humble themselves at his footstool, jus- 
tifying him in all his dealings with them. 

20-23. “ The effectual fervent prayer of a right- 
eous man availeth much.” It can draw down Peas 
heaven great blessings not only upon himself, but 
upon his people also, and obtain for him glorious 
discoveries of God’s gracious purposes for the re- 
demption of man. 

1083 


Daniel seeth a 


CHAPTER X. 


1 Daniel having humbled himself seeth a vision. 10 
Being troubled with fear, he is comforted by the 
angel. * 

N the third year of Cyrus king of Per- 

sia a thing was revealed unto Daniel, 
whose name was called Belteshazzar ; and 
the thing was true, but the time appointed 
was *long: and he understood the thing, 
and had understanding of the vision. 

2 In ihose days I Daniel was mourning 
three {full weeks. 

3 Late no? pleasant bread, neither came 
flesh nor wine in my mouth, neither did 
I anoint myself at all, till three whole 
weeks were fulfilled. 

4 And in the four and twentieth day 
of the first month, as I was by the side 
of the great river, which zs Hiddekel ; 

5 Then I ifted up mine eyes, and look- 
ed, and behold $a certain man clothed in 
linen, whose loins were girded with fine 
gold of Uphaz: 

6 His *body also was like the beryl, and 
his face as the appearance of lightning, 
and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his 
arms and his feet like in color to polished 
brass, and the voice of his words like the 
voice of a multitude. 

7 And I Daniel alone saw the vision: 
for the men that were with me saw not 
the vision; buta great quaking fell upon 
them, so that they fled to hide themselves. 

8 Therefore I was left alone, and saw 
this great vision, and there remained no 
strength in me: for my |! comeliness was 
turned in me into corruption, and I re- 
tained no strength. 


DANIEL X. 


glorious vision. 


9 Yet heard I the voice of his *,™:°8% 
words: and when I heard the voice of his 
words, then was I in a deep sleep on my 
face, and my face toward the ground. 

10 YJ And behold, a hand touched me, 
which *set me upon my knees and upon 
the palms of my hands. 

11 And he said unto me, O Daniel, a 
man jgreatly beloved, understand the 
words that I speak unto thee, and stand 
upright :? for unto thee am I now sent. 
And when he had spoken this word unto 
me, I stood trembling. 

12 Then said he unto me, Fear not, 
Daniel: for from the first day that thou 
didst set thy heart to understand, and 
to chasten thyself before thy God, thy 
words were >heard, and I am come for 
thy words. 

13 But the prince of the kingdom of 
Persia withstood me one and twenty 
days: but lo, Michael, Sone of the chief 
princes, came to help me; and | remain- 
ed there with the kings of Persia. 

14 Now I am come to make thee under- 
stand what shall befall thy people in the 
latter’ days: ‘for yet the vision is for 
many days. 

15 And when he had spoken such words 
unto me, I set my face toward the ground, 
and I became dumb. 

16 And behold, one like the similitude 
of the sons of men *touched my lips: 
then I opened my mouth, and spake, and 
said unto him that stood before me, O 
my lord, by the vision my sorrows are 
turned upon me, and | have retained no 
strength.f 





* Heb. great. + Heb. weeks of days. 
% Heb. one. a Rev. 1: 13-17. 
7 Heb. of desires. 


t Heb. bread of desires. 
|| Or, vigor.  * Heb. moved, 
¢ Heb. upon thy standing. » Acts 10:30, 31. 


Or, the first; Jude 9; Rev. 12:7. ¢ Gen. 49:1; 2 Tim. 3:1. 
chap. 8<26:;; Hab. 2:3, .¢ Isa. 6: 7,8; Jer: 1:9. f -ver-8. 





24. The “reconciliation for iniquity,” and the 
“ everlasting righteousness” which “the Messiah 
the Prince” accomplished by his expiatory death 
on the cross, are the great central fact of re- 
demption. It was this that Gabriel revealed to 
Daniel, in answer to his fervent prayer for God's 
people; and it was of this that Moses and Elias 
spoke with the Saviour on the mount of transfig- 
uration. 

25-27. “Troublous times” have ever been con- 
nected with the progress of God’s cause. The sal- 
vation of the true Israel is accomplished in the 
midst of terrible judgments upon hypocrites and 
unbelievers. 


CHAPTER X. 


The scene of this chapter is laid in the spiritual 
world. It represents angels of the highest rank, 
good and evil, as taking an active part in the 
affairs of earthly kingdoms; and this view corre- 
ie with the teachings of the New Testament. 

ph. 2: 2; 6F42, 

1. But the time appointed was long; or, 
“and it was a great warfare ;” that is, the proph- 
ecy related to a time of great trial. 

2. Was mourning ; in view of the calamitous 
condition ‘aeae people. Compare chapter 9:3. 





Three full weeks ; literally, “ three weeks of days,” 
that is. of literal days. 

7. Saw the viston; that is, remained to see 
the angel and hear his revelations. Saw not the 
vision ; they fled in terror at its first appearance, 
so that they had no distinct apprehension of it. 

9. Then was I in a deep sleep; or, “1 fell into 
a deep sleep.” See note chap. 8: 18. 

10. Set me ; literally, “set me tottering.” 


13. The prince of the kingdom of Persia; | 


this seems to have been an evil angel of high degree. 
Withstood me ; probably by influencing the coun- 
sels of Persia against the Jews. Michael ; he is 
called in the New Testament “the archangel,” 
Jude 9. He appears as an angel of the highest 
order, and having a special charge over the Jewish 
people. Ver. 21; chap. 12:1. Some have sup- 
posed that he symbolized Christ himself. Re- 
mained there; to give a right direction to the 
counsels of Persia. Lhe hings of Persia; prob- 
ably a general name for the whole royal family. — 

15. Set my face toward the ground; again 
overpowered by the majesty of the angel's pres- 
ence. 

16. Like the similitude; it seems to be the 
same angel, but now appearing like a man, that 
Daniel might not be overpowered by his presence. 
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Overthrow of Persia 


Rea. 17 For how can *the servant of 
this my lord talk with this my lord? for 
as for me, straightway there remained 
no strength in me, neither is there breath 
left in me. 

18 Then there came again and touched 
me one like the appearance of a man, 
and he strengthened me, 

19 And said, O man greatly beloved, 
fear not: peace be unto thee: be strong, 
yea, be strong. And when he had spoken 
unto me, 1 was strengthened, and said, 
Let my lord speak; *for thou hast 
strengthened me. 

20 Then said he, Knowest thou where- 
fore I come unto thee? and now will I 
return to fight with the °prince of Per- 
sia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the 
prince of Grecia shall come. 

21 But I will show thee that which is 
noted in the Scripture of truth: and there 
is none that tholdeth with me in these 
things, but * Michael your prince. 


CHAPTER XI. 


1 The overthrow of Persia by the king of Grecia. 5 
Leagues and conflicts between the kings of the south 
and of the north. 30 The invasion and tyranny of 
the Romans. 


LSO | in the ‘first year of Darius the 
Mede, even I, stood to confirm and 
to strengthen him. 





a 2.Cor.12:9. ‘d° ver. 13. 
e ver. 13. 4 chap. 9:1. 


* Or, this servant of. 
strengtheneth himself. 


t Heb. 
e Amos 3:7, 


20. Gone forth ; probably from Persia. The 
prince of Grecia; probably the angel whom God 
had set over the affairs of Grecia, who would come 
by influencing the counsels of Grecia to make war 
upon Persia. Alexander greatly favored the Jew- 
ish people. 

21. The Scripture of truth ; the heavenly book 
in which God’s counsels are written. Compare 
Rev. 5:1. Holdeth with me ; not, is friendly to 
my cause, for doubtless there were multitudes of 
such; but assists me against the prince of Persia. 
The passage seems to teach that the holy angels 
have each his particular post assigned to him by 
ae which he may not leave for another field of 
labor. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

There is an invisible world of mighty power and 
activity that continually takes part in the affairs 
of men. Over this, as over all earthly potentates, 
God rules with supreme power; and he has sub- 
jected it all to the dominion of Christ, exaltin 

im “far above all principality, and power, pa 
might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come;” putting “all things under his 
feet; and giving him to be “the head over all 
things to the church.” Eph. 1: 20-22; 6:11, 12; 
Col. 2:10, 15. 


CHAPTER XI. 
1. I; the angel speaking in the preceding chap- 
ter. 
2. The fourth; Xerxes, celebrated for his 
wealth and his unsuccessful war against Greece. 


3. A mighty king; Alexander of Macedon. 
His invasion of Asia took place about 329 years 


DANIEL XI. 





by the king of Grecia. 


2 And now will I °show thee the truth. 
Behold, there shall stand up yet three 
kings in Persia; and the fourth shall be 
far richer than they all: and by his strength 
through his riches he shall stir up all 
against the realm of Grecia. 

3 And a mighty king shall stand up, 
that shall rule with great dominion, and 
do according to his will. 

4 And when he shall stand up, his 
kingdom shall be broken, and shall be 
divided toward the four winds of heaven; 
and not to his posterity, nor according 
to his dominion which he ruled: for his 
kingdom shall be plucked up, even for 
others besides those. 

5 §} And the king of the south shall be 
strong, and one otf his princes; and he 
shall be strong above him, and have do- 
minion; his dominion shall be a great 
dominion. 

6 And in the end of years they shall 
join# themselves together; for the king’s 
daughter of the south shall come to the 
king of the north to make an Sagreement: 
but she shall not retain the power of 
the arm; neither shall he stand, nor his 
arm: but she shall be given up, and 
they that brought her, and !he that be- 
gat her, and he that strengthened her in 
these times. 





f chap, 8:4, ete. $ Heb. associate. Q Heb. rights. || Or, whom 
she brought forth. 





before Christ, and 140 years after the death of 
Xerxes. 

4. Be broken; see chap. 8:8. Not to his 
posterity ; Alexander’s empire fell into the hands 
of his generals, who divided it among themselves. 
Besides those ; besides his posterity. 

5. The king of the south; Ptolemy Lagi, 
called also Ptolemy Soter, king & Egypt, which 
was one of the four kingdoms into which Alexan- 
der’s empire was broken, and which included Ju- 
dea. And one of his princes ; this was Seleu- 
cus Nicator, who served for a period under Ptole- 
my. And he shall be strong above him; that 
is, Seleucus shall be strong above Ptolemy. He 
was the founder of the Syrian kingdom, and his 
successors on the throne of Syria are the kings of 
the north spoken of in this prophecy. The reason 
why the history of these two kingdoms is given at 
such length is doubtless that Palestine, lying be- 
tween them, was an object for the possession of 
which they both contended, and was thus involved 
in all their wars, and suffered greatly, to which- 
ever side victory inclined. 

6. In the end of years ; that is, after the lapse 
of certain years. The events next predicted oc- 
curred after the death of these two kings. They 
shall join themselves; that is, the king of the 
south and the king of the north. Ptolemy Phila- 
delphus king of Egypt, and Antiochus Theos king 
of Syria, made an ni {ee upon the condition that 
Antiochus should divorce his wife Laodice, and 
marry Berenice, daughter of Ptolemy. Shall not 
retain the power of the arm; shall not retain 
her influence with Antiochus. Her father died 
soon afterwards, when Antiochus put away Bere- 
nice and took back Laodice. Lao pe ae caused 


Kings of the north 


7 But out of a branch of her roots shall 
one stand up in his *estate, which shall 
come with an army, and shall enter into 
the fortress of the king of the north, and 
shall deal against them, and shall prevail: 

8 And shall also carry captives into 
Egypt their gods, with their princes, and 
with t their precious vessels of silver and 
of gold; and he shall continue more years 
than the king of the north. 

9 So the king of the south shall come 
into his kingdom, and shall return into 
his own land. 

10 But his sons shall #be stirred up, 
and shall assemble a multitude of great 
forces: and one shall certainly come, and 
overflow,? and pass through: then shall 
heS return, and be stirred up, even to his 
fortress.° 

11 And the king of the south shall be 
moved with choler, and shall come forth 
and fight with him, even with the king 
of the north: and he shall set forth a 
sreat multitude; ° but the multitude shall 
be given into his hand. 

12 And when he hath taken away the 
multitude, his heart shall be lifted up; and 
he shall cast down many ten thousands: 
but he shall not be strengthened by tt. 





* Or, place, or office; ver. 20. f Heb. vessels of their desire. = Or, 
war, achap, 9:26; Ilsa. 8:8. Q Or, be stirred upagain. b ver. 7. 
¢ Psa, 33:16; Eccles.9:11, 12. || Heb. at the end of times, even 
years; chap. 4:16; 12:7. * Heb. children of robbers. 4d Rev. 


DANIEL XI. 


and of the south. 


13 For the king of the north shall 44™;° 
return, and shall set forth a multitude 
greater than the former, and shall cer- 
tainly come !after certain years with a 
great army and with much riches. 

14 And in those times there shall many 
stand up against the king of the south: 
also the *robbers of thy people shall 
exalt themselves to establish the vision ; 
but they shall ¢ fall. 

15 So the king of the north shall come, 
and cast up a mount, and take the t most 
fenced cities: and the arms of the south 
shall not withstand, neither = his chosen 
people, neither shall there be any strength 
to withstand. 

16 But he that cometh against him shall 
do according to his own will, and none 
shall stand before him: and he shall 
stand in Sthe glorious land, which by his 
hand shall be consumed. 

17 He shall also set his *face to enter 
with the strength of his whole kingdom, 
and upright ones with him; thus shall 
he do: and he shall give him the daughter 
of women, *corrupting her: but she shall 
not stand on his side, neither be for him. 

18 After this shall he turn his face unto 
the isles, and shall take many: but a 





17:17. + Heb. city of munitions. + Heb. people of his choices. 
Q Or ,goodly land ; Heb, the land of ornament; ver. 41,45. € Prov. 
19:21. || Or, much uprightness ; or equal conditions. * Heb. to 
corrupt. 





Berenice and her infant child to be destroyed, and 
then murdered her husband. She was herself after- 
wards slain by Ptolemy Euergetes. Thus all the 
parties to this alliance perished. 

7. A branch of her roots ; that is, one of the 
members of her family. This was Ptolemy Euer- 
getes, the brother of Berenice, and successor of 
Ptolemy Philadelphus, who invaded and plundered 
Syria, as here foretold. Jv his estate; in the 
i of his father on the throne of Egypt. The 
ting of the north ; Seleucus Callinicus, the son 
and successor of Antiochus Theos. 

10. His sons; the two sons of Seleucus Calli- 
nicus. One shall—come ; this was Antiochus the 
Great; the other died early. Shall he return— 
be stirred up; or, as the margin, “be stirred up 
again,” make a second attack on the king of the 
south. Even to his fortress; that is, penetrat- 
ing even to the fortress of the Egyptian king. 
This is generally supposed to have been Raphia, a 
strong-hold on the Mediterranean, at the entrance 
of Egypt. 

ll. The king of the south; Ptolemy Philop- 
ator, son of Ptolemy Euergetes, a dissolute and 
effeminate king. He shall set forth; Antiochus, 
who met Ptolemy with a vast army. Shall be 
given into his hand; into Ptolemy’s hand. He 
utterly routed the forces of Antiochus, but made no 
good use of his victory, as is predicted in the next 
verse. 

14. Shall many stand up; among these was 
Philip king of Macedon, who made an alliance 
with Antiochus against Egypt. The king of the 
south; Ptolemy Epiphanes, the son of Ptolemy 
Philopator, who was then a minor in the guardian- 
ship of weak and corrupt persons. The robbers of 
thy people Peg is, the violent among thy people. 





The reference is to that party of the Jews who 
sided with Antiochus and helped him to expel the 
Egyptian garrison from Jerusalem. To establish 
the vision ; that is, that thus this vision of trouble 
about to come upon thy people may be fufilled. 
Through their influence, Judea passed from the 
dominion of Egypt to that of Syria; and thus the 
way was prepared for the terrible sufferings which 
afterwards came upon the Jews, as revealed in 
vision to Daniel. But they shall fall; their 
plans shall be frustrated, and bring ruin upon 
themselves and their country. 

16. He shall stand; Antiochus. In the glo- 
rious land ; in Palestine. Be consumed ; drain- 
ed of its means, and wasted by the conflict between 
him and the Egyptian king. 

17. To enter with the strength of his whole 
kingdom; or, ‘‘to enter into the strength of his 
whole kingdom ;” that is, to possess himself of the 
whole kingdom of the king of the south. Upright 
ones with him; or,“ he shall make a compact with 
him ;” that is, with the king of Egypt, hoping thus 
to gain influence in Egypt. This was made neces- 
sary by the power of the Romans, who had as- 
sumed the guardianship of Egypt. Gzve him; 
give the king of Egypt. The daughter of wom- 
en; Cleopatra, his daughter. Corrupting her ; 
literally, as the margin, “to corrupt her ;” that is, 
to corrupt Cleopatra, by making her the instru- 
ment of his perfidious designs upon Egypt. The 
king of Egypt was still a minor, under the control 
of guardians. 

18. The isles; Greece and the neighboring re- 
gions upon which he waged war. A prince; a 
Roman general, namely, Scipio. For his own 
behalf; literally, “for himself,” that is, for his 
own honor and that of Rome. 


ee 


Sato" 


ee 
pile no <p: 





ae 


ad 








= 
a 
Z 


f =i by 


i 
a 


‘ie 
e 
rs 
pried 





ee 


oe le ees 


‘ a pe me 
EY RG RINEE, PON, 





Kings of the north 


peg” prince for *his own behalf shall 
cause tthe reproach offered by him to 
cease; without his own reproach he 
shall cause zt to turn upon him. 

19 Then he shall turn his face toward 
the fort of his own land: but he shall 
stumble and fall, and *not be found. 

20 Then shall stand up in his # estate 
a’ raiser of taxes in the glory of the 
kingdom: but within few days he shall 
be destroyed, neither in |! anger, nor in 
battle. 

21 And in his *estate shall stand up a 
vile person, to whom they shall not give 
the honor of the kingdom: but he shall 
come in peaceably, and obtain the king- 
dom by flatteries. 

22 And with the arms of a flood shall 
they be overflown from before him, and 
shall be broken; yea, also the prince of 
the covenant. 

23 And after the league made with him 
he shall work ‘deceitfully: for he shall 
come up, and shall become strong with 
a small people. 

24 He shall enter {peaceably even upon 
the fattest places of the province; and 
he shall do that which his fathers have 
not done, nor his fathers’ fathers; he shall 
scatter among them the prey, and spoil, 
and riches: yea, and he shall + forecast 
his devices against the strong holds, even 
for a time. 

25 And he shall stir up his power and 
his courage against the king of the south 


* Heb. hum. ft Heb. his reproach, a Psa. 37:36. $£ Or, place; 
ver. 7. % Heb. one that causeth an exactor to pass over. Fullilled 
171 B.C, |] Heb, angers. * Or, place; ver.7. bver 10. Fal- 
filled 170 B.C. ¢ chap. 8.25. f Or, into the peaceable and fat. 





DANIEL XI. 


and of the south. 


with a great army; and the king of the 
south shall be stirred up to battle with 
a very great and mighty army; but he 
shall not stand: for they shall forecast 
devices against him. 

26 Yea, they that feed of the portion 
of his meat shall destroy him, and his 
army shalloverflow: and many shall fall 
down slain. 

27 And both these kings’ Shearts shall 
be to do mischief, and they shall speak 
lies at one table; but it shall not “pros- 
per: for yet the end shall be at the time 
appointed. 

28 Then shall he return into his land 
with great riches; and his heart shall 
be against the holy covenant; and he 
shall do exploits, and return to his own 
land. 

29 At the time appointed he shall re- 
turn, and come toward the south: but 
it shall not be as the former, or as the 
latter. 

30 §] For the *ships of Chittim shall 
come against him: therefore he shall be 
grieved, and return, and have indigna- 
tion against the holy covenant: so shall 
hef do; he shall even return, and have 
intelligence with them that forsake the 
holy covenant. 

31 And arms shall stand on his part, 
and they shall pollute the sanctuary of 
strength, and shall take away the daily 
sacrifice, and they shall place the abom- 
ination that | maketh desolate. 


t Heb. think his thoughts, . & Heb their hearts. 





d ver, 29, 35, 
40; chap 8.19. e Num. 24:24. f Fultilled 168, 169, B.C. |j Or, 
astonisheth. 





19. Stumble and fall; Antiochus was slain hy 
the people of Elymais, a province beyond the Ti- 
gris, while attempting to plunder their temple. 

A raiser of taxes; Seleucus Philopator. 
The taxes were probably designed to meet the 
enormous expenses which his father had incurred. 
Neither in anger, nor in battle ; he was destroy- 
ed by poison. 

21. A vile person ; this was Antiochus Epiph- 
anes, the brother of the preceding king, and a cruel 
persecutor of the Jews. They shall not give 
the honor of the kingdom; he was neither the 
regular heir, nor did they account him worthy 


of it. 

22. Shall they be overflown ; the Egyptians, 
upon whom he had made an assault, as here fore- 
told. The prince of the covenant; the young 
Egyptian king, with whom he made a league, 
ver. 23. 

23. Come up ; ascend into Upper Egypt. With 
a small people; he took with himself only a small 
force, and under pretence of acting as the young 
king’s guardian, made himself master of all Egypt. 

24. Pracwlly ; professing to act as the friend 
of the Egyptian king. Shall do—his fathers’ 
fathers; in thus obtaining possession of Egypt, 
he did what none of his forefathers could accom- 

lish. 
y 25. He shall not stand; that is, the king of 
the south. 





26. They that feed—his meat ; the ministers 
and guardians of the young king, who proved faith- 
less to his interests. Shall overflow—fall down 
slain; the meaning seems to be that his army, 
though overflowing in numbers, shall be routed, and 
many shall perish. 

27. Speak lies at one table; though Ptolemy 
king of Egypt was in the power of Antiochus, the 
latter professed to be his friend, and entertained him 
at his table. Here both kings made to each other 
false professions of friendship. 

28. Shall he return; Antiochus, taking Pales- 
tine on his way. Against the holy covenant ; 
he plundered the temple at Jerusalem, and massa- 
cred many of the people, as described in the first 
book of Maccabees, chap. 1. 

29. The time appointed ; that is, in God’s pur- 
poses. As the former, or as the latter; that is, 
as the former or the latter of his previous invasions’ 
of Egypt. They were both successful; this shall 
be unsuccessful. ; 

30. The ships of Chittim ; bearing the Roman 
ambassadors. The Egyptians had solicited the aid 
of Rome against pire id aay and their ambassadors 
ordered him to leave Egypt. Chittem; see note 
on Isa. 23:1. Have intelligence ; have an un- 
derstanding with them and favor their designs. 
Them that forsake—covenant; the apostate 
Jews, of whom there were many. 

31. Pollute—take away ; see note chap. 8:9. 

1087 


Kings of the north 


32 And such as do wickedly against 
the covenant shall he *corrupt by flat- 
teries: but the people that do know their 
God shall be strong, and do exploits. 

33 And they that understand among 
the people shall instruct many: yet they 
shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by 
captivity, and by spoil, many days. 

34 Now when they shall fall, they shall 

be holpen with a little help: but many 
shall cleave to them with flatteries. 
35 And some of them of understanding 
shall fall, to *try tthem, and to purge, 
and to make them white, even to the time 
of the end: because it zs yet for a *time 
appointed. 

36 And the king shall do according to 

his will; and che shall exalt himself, 
and magnify himself above every god, 
and shall speak marvellous things against 
the God of gods, and shall prosper till the 
indignation be accomplished: for that, 
that is ¢?determined, shall be done. 
' 37 Neither shall he regard the god of 
his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor 
regard any god: for he shall magnify 
himself above “all. 

38 But? in his estate shall he honor 
the God of |! forees: and a god whom his 
fathers knew not shall he honor with 
gold, and silver, and with precious stones, 
and *pleasant things. 

39 Thus shall he do in the tmost strong 


* Or, cause to dissemble. a 2 Chron, 32:31. t Or, by them. 
b Hab. 2:3. ¢ Isa. 14:13, 14; Rev. 13:5,6. d chap.9:27. e 2 
Thes 2:4.  $ Heb. as for the almighty God, in his seat he shall 
honor, yea, he shall honor a god, etc. || Or, munztions ; Heb. 


Mauzzim. * Heb things desired; Isa. 44:9. 


32. The people that do know thetr God; this 
refers to Judas Maccabeus and his associates, 
whose exploits are recorded in the books of the 
Maccabees. 

33. They that understand ; the same as “ the 
people that do know their God,” ver. 32. They 
shall fall; Antiochus cruelly persecuted them, 
and put many of them to death in the ways here 
foretold. 

31. Shall be holpen ; this refers to the success- 
ful efforts of the small band of valiant men who 
defended the true religion. Yo them; to Judas 
and his party. 

30. To try them, God allows this in order to 
purify the body of those “ that do know their God” 
from hypocrites. The end; the end which God 
has appointed to these persecutions. 

36. Marvellous things; great swelling words 
of blasphemy. Daniel everywhere exhibits An- 
tiochus as the type of the great antichrist of the 
fourth empire. He assumes the same power over 
the Jewish, that this does over the Christian church, 
and is described in the same terms. 

37. The god of his fathers; or, as the He- 
brew may be rendered, “ the gods of his fathers ;” 
that is, the Syrian gods of his ancestors. Antio- 
chus affected the worship of foreign gods, especially 
those of the Greeks and Romans; banishing and 
introducing gods at his own pleasure, and thus 
magnifying himself above all gods. The desire 
of women ; words of difficult interpretation. Some 
ss aiagiae. them of children, the same as “ the de- 

088 


{ Heb. fortresses 


DANIEL XI. 





and of the soutn. 


holds with a strange god, whom 4:50: 
he shall acknowledge and increase with 
glory: and he shall cause them to rule 
over many, and shall divide the land 
for + gain. 

40 And at the time of the end shall the 
king of the south push at him: and the 
king of the north shall come against him 
like’ a whirlwind, with chariots, and 
with horsemen, and with many ships; 
and he shall enter into the countries, 
and shall overflow and pass over. 

41 He shall enter also into the $ glori- 
ous Sland, and many countries shall be 
overthrown: but these shall escape out 
of his hand, ®even Edom, and Moab, and 
the chief of the children of Ammon. 

42 He shall !|stretch forth his hand also 
upon the countries: and the land of Egypt 
shall not escape. 

43 But he shall have power over the 
treasures of gold and of silver, and over 
all the precious things of Egypt: and 
the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be 
at his steps. 

44 But tidings out of the east and out 
of the north shall trouble him: therefore 
he shall go forth with great fury to de- 
stroy, and utterly to make away many. 

45 And he shall plant the tabernacles 
of his palace between the seas in the 
glorious* holy mountain; yet 'he shall 
come to his end, and none shall help him. 


of munitions, f Heb. a price. f Zech. 9:14. 
land ; Heb, land of delight, or ornament. . 





% Or goodly 
g ver. 16,45. bh Isa. 
|| Heb, send forth. * Or, goodly; Heb. mountain of 
i 2Thes. 2:8. 


11:14, 15, 
delight of holiness. 





sires of their womb,” Hosea 9:16, margin; the idea 
being, that he should slay them without pity. But 
the connection seems to show that the angel means 
some Syrian goddess particularly worshipped by 
women. 

38. The God of forces; probably the Roman 
Jupiter, whose altar Antiochus placed on the altar 
of Jehovah. 

39. Thus shall he do—with a strange god ; 
thus shall he place his strange god as an object of 
worship in the strong fortresses. Divide the land ; 
the land of Judea to tax-gatherers. 

40. The time of the end ; the end of this sore 
persecution, so often referred to in this prophecy. 
Against him; against “ the king of the south.” 

41. The glorious land; Palestine. 

44. Tidings out of the east—the north; of 
the rebellion of the Parthians in the east, and the 
Armenians in the north. Shall go forth; to sub- 
due these revolted provinces. 

45, Between the seas in the glorious holy 
mountain ; apparently at mount Zion, between 
the Mediterranean and Dead sea, on his march to 
the east; but many understand these words of 
some sacred mountain in the east between the Cas- 
pian sea and the Persian gulf. S/all come to his 
end; Antiochus was attacked with a distressing 
disease on his return from this eastern expedition, 
of which he died. 

The pre hecies contained in this chapter cover 
@ perio of about three hundred and seventy years, 
from the third year of Cyrus to the death of Antio- 


yD eiatat at = 


phir vibe ths 


Saget 
‘3 


EAR AT 


aegis 


es 


t 
iy 
A 
fot 
; 
ie 











LL 


See ee ae 





el —" 


The general resurrection. 
A, M, 3470. 


Bic. 534. CHAPTER XII. 


1 Michael shall deliver Israel from their troubles. 5 
Daniel is informed of the times. 


ND at that time shall * Michael stand 

up, the great prince which standeth 
for the children of thy people: and *there 
shall be a time of trouble, such as never 
was since there was a nation even to that 
same time: and at that time “thy people 
shall be delivered, every one that shall 
be found ‘written in the book. 

2 And many of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting ‘life, and some to ‘shame 
and everlasting contempt. 

3 And they that be *wise shall &shine 
as the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteousness, as 
the "stars for ever and ever. 

4 But thou, O Daniel, ‘shut up the 


DANIEL XIl._ 


Time of the end. 


words, and seal the book, even to the 
time of the end: many shall run to and 
fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 

5 4 Then I Daniel looked, and behold, 
there stood other two, the one on this 
side of the tbank of the river, and the 
other on that side of the bank of the river. 

6 And one said to the man clothed in 
linen, which was *# upon the waters of the 
river, How long shall it be to the end of 
these wonders? 

7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, 
which was upon the waters of the river, 
when/he held up his right hand and his 
left hand unto heaven, and sware by him 
that liveth for ever, that zt shall be for a 
time, times, and Sa half; and when he 
shall have accomplished to scatter the 
power of the holy people, all these things 
shall be finished. 





a chap. 10: 13, 21; Jude 9. b Mat. 24:21. ¢ Jer. 30:7; Roin. 
11:26, 4@ Rev. 13:8. ¢ Mat.25:46. f Isa.66:24. * Or, teach- 








chus Epiphanes, one hundred and sixty-three years 
before Christ. For fuller details of the history to 
which they refer, the reader may consult the vari- 
ous commentaries on the book of Daniel. Only a 
brief outline has been here given. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

4. The numerous examples on record of mighty 
conquerors who have not been able to transmit to 
their children either their power or their possessions, 
are an affecting proof, as well of the vanity of all hu- 
man greatness, as of God’s purpose to carry head- 
long the counsels of proud and ambitious men. 

5-29. How full SP onus: perfidy, and corrupt 
intrigue is human history, all to accomplish noth- 
ing valuable for those who thus strive together for 
the mastery of this world. But in all this troubled 
sea of earthly passions, the devout believer sees the 
hand of God steadily preparing the way for the 
universal triumph of the cause of truth and right- 
eousness. 

30. Disappointed ambition makes the proud man 
furious, and disposes him to wreak his vengeance 
upon all the weak and defenceless who may come 
in his way. 

32. Persecution is a sieve which separates the 
chaff in God’s church from the wheat, and exhibits 
each man in his true character. 

33. Persecution, even to death, has often been 
the lot of those who stood for the defence of the 
truth. -But God has made their cause to triumph, 
and through their sufferings has given deliverance 
to his people. 

34. False friends, who have joined themselves to 
(tod’s church from earthly motives, are a great dis- 
honor to her, and one of the chief hinderances to 
her prosperity. 

36. Whoever exalts his own authority in the 
church above the authority of Christ, has the spirit 
of antichrist; and if he be not himself the “ man of 
sin” foretold by the prophets, he is his type, and 
shal! come to the same end with him. 


CHAPTER XIU. 


Of this difficult chapter very different views are 
‘taken by commentators. It probably contains a 
glance at the final struggle with antichrist, the 
victory of God's cause, and the consummation 
of all things. 1. It is the custom of the proph- 
ets to annex to prophecies of nearer events such 
general views of “the last days,” particularly at 





ers. § Mat. 13:43, b1 Cor, 15: 41,42. iRev. 10:4. t Heb. dip. 
f Or, from above, j Rev. 10;5-7. Q Or, part. 





the close of their writings. Isa. 4: 1-6; 11:1-9; 
32:1-5; 66: 19-24; compared with the preceding 
context. Also Jer. 32:36-41; Exek. 28: 24-26; 
34: 23-38, 48:35; Hosea 14:4-8; Joel 2: 28-352; 
Amos 9:11-15; Micah 7: 15-20; Zeph. 3: 14-20; 
Zech. 14:16-21; Mal. 4:2, 3; and many like 
passages. 2. The words, “in that day,” and “ at 
that time,” are frequently used by the prophets in 

assing from the nearer to the more remote future. 
They intimate that the more remote events have 
an intimate connection in God’s plan with the 
nearer, and do, as it were, spring out of them, 
though they may be separated from them by vast 
intervals of time. Compare Isa.4:2; 29:18; Jer. 
33:15; Amos 9: 11, and other like passages. 3. The 
language of the angel cannot be applied to the events 
connected with the reign of Antiochus E piphanes. 
4. The remarkable similarity between the descrip- 
tions of the little horn of the third beast (Antio- 
chus) and that of the fourth beast, shows that the 
former was designedly exhibited as the type of the 
latter. It was natural then for the angel to pass 
from the’type to the antitype. 

1. Michael; see note on chap. 10:13. A time 
of trouble; that connected with the final over- 
throw of Satan’s power. Compare the troubles of 
the seventh vial, Rev. 16:17-21. The book; the 
book of life: 

2. Many of them that sleep; probably the 
same as the multitude of them that sleep: compare 
Rom. 5:19. The angel passes immediately from 
the last great struggle with antichrist to the final 
resurrection and judgment. 

4. Shut up—seal; as a sign both that the 
prophecy is closed, and that its fulfilment alone 
can make it plain. Many shall run—be in- 
creased ; a general prediction of the progress of 
knowledge and holiness in the earth, as verse 10 
is of the struggle between holiness and sin. 

6. Upon the waters ; standing on the waters. 
Chap. 8:16. The end of these wonders ; all the 
wonders that have been revealed in this vision, in- 
cluding the “ time of trouble,” ver. 1. 

7. Held up—sware ; the solemnity of this oath 
seems to show that it has reference not merely to 
the end of the persecution under Antiochus, but to 
the time in the distant future when “the mystery 
of God should be finished.” Compare Rev. 10:7. 
A time, times, and a half; the same as, “a 
time and times, and the dividing 4 time,” chap. 
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The vision sealed. 


8 And I heard, but I understood not: 
then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the 
end of these things ? 

9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: 
for the words are closed up and sealed 
till the time of the end. 

10 Many shall be purified, and made 
white, and tried; but *the wicked shall 
do wickedly: and none of the wicked 
shall understand; but the wise shall 
understand. 


HOSEA I. 


Period of Hosea, 


11 And from the time that the 4,%:°%° 


the* abomination that tmaketh desolate 
set up, there shall be a thousand two 
hundred and ninety days. 

12 Blessed zs he that waiteth, and com- 
eth to the thousand three hundred and 
five and thirty days. 

13 But go thou thy way till the end be: 
for? thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot 
at the end of the days. 








HOSEA. 


CHAP r eps ip 
1 Hosea, to show God’s judgment for spiritual whore- 
dom, taketh Gomer, 4 and hath by her Jezreel, 6 Lo- 
ruhamah, 8 and Lo-ammi. 10 The restoration of 
Judah and IJsrael. 


HE word of the Lorp that came unto 
Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days 


of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah, and in the days of Jero- 
boam the son of Joash, king of Israel. 

2 The beginning of the word of the 
Lorp by Hosea. And the Lorp said to 
Hosea, Go, "take unto thee a wife of 





a Rey, 22:11. * Heb. to set up the abomination. “® Or, aston- 


isheth. $ Or, and, » chap. 3:1. 





7:25, where see the note. When he; the enemy. 
Shall have accomplished to scatter; shall have 
finished the work of scattering, and be himself de- 
stroyed. The holy people ; the Jews, as the repre- 
sentatives of God's church in all ages. Al these 
things shall be finished; the whole mystery of 
God in respect to antichrist shall be fulfilled. 

8. What shall be the end of these things? he 
has had a revelation of the end of Antiochus, but 


here is a further mystery, the meaning of which he : 


does not understand, nor does the angel explain it. 

11. The daily sacrifice—taken away ; this is 
probably an allusion to the removal of the daily sac- 
rifice by Antiochus already predicted, chap. 11:31, 
but with reference to a higher event prefigured by 


it. The numbers mentioned in this and the follow- | 
ing verse seem to include the “ time, times, and a 


half,” ver. 7, and to extend beyond it, the former 
thirty days, the latter seventy-five days. Thus un- 
derstood, they intimate that the overthrow of anti- 
christ, and the delivery of God’s people, will: be 
accomplished by three successive interpositions. 

13. Go thou thy way till the end; the angel 
dismisses Daniel with an intimation that he must 
wait till the time of the end for a clear understand- 
ing of the vision. Shalt rest; with God, after his 
departure from this life. In thy lot; in the pos- 
session of thy heavenly inheritance. Compare ver. 3. 
At the pt the days; at the time referred to 
in verse 2. 

. INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Satan, “the strong man armed,” will not will- 
ingly let go his dominion over the world; hence 
every great inroad of the gospel upon his dominion 
is accompanied with great opposition from him. As 
the last conflict with him will be the most terrible, 
so also will his overthrow be the most complete. 

2. The final resurrection and judgment will com- 

lete, on the one hand, the triumph of Christ and 
fis church; and on the other, the destruction of 
Satan and his followers. 

3. No work is so excellent and glorious as that 
of turning sinners to righteousness, and none shall 
receive so high a reward at the last day. 

4-12. es is the only perfect revealer of God's 
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plans; we know all of them that is necessary for 
our encouragement, and of the rest we should be 
‘content to remain ignorant till their fulfilment 
/makes them plain. 

| 13. It is of comparatively little importance in 
what part of the world’s history our lot is cast, 
| since, when the glorious end comes, all who are in 
‘Christ shall be present to rejoice in it “ with joy 
| unspeakable, and full of glory.” 


| CHAPTER I. 


| 4. Uzziah—Hezekiah ; he was therefore co- 
temporary with Isaiah, Amos, and Micah. See the 
titles of these books. His prophecies are especially 
directed against the kingdom of Israel. Jero- 
boam; Jeroboam second, the great-grandson of 
Jehu, 2 Kings 14:23. He reigned forty-one years, 
and died about twenty-six years before Uzziah. 
If we suppose Hosea to have commenced prophesy- 
ing two years before the death of Jeroboam, and 
then add the twenty-six remaining years of Uzziah’s 
reign, the sixteen of Jotham, the sixteen of Ahaz, 
and two of the first years of Hezekiah, we shall 
have a period of sixty-two years. To Israel this 
was a calamitous period, embracing four usurpa- 
tions and murders of the reigning sovereigns, and 
three invasions of the Assyrians. See the history, 
2 Kings 15:8-31, and 17: 1-3. In the last of these 
Hoshea king of Israel became tributary to Shal- 
maneser king of Assyria, but he proved unfaithful 
to his master, and sought the alliance of So, king 
of Egypt, 2 Kings 17:4. For this the Assyrian 
king besieged him in Samaria, and after a siege of 
three years, took him with the city, and put an end 
to the kingdom of Israel, ver. 5, 6. This was in 
the fifth year of Hezekiah king of Judah. 2 Kings 
16:2, compared with 17:1. Hosea closed his 
writings when Hoshea was seeking the help of 
Egypt while he had at the same time a covenant 
with Assyria, chap. 12: 1, consequently somewhere 
in the first two years of Hezekiah’s reign. — 

2. A wife of whotedoms ; many judicious ex- 
positors suppose that Hosea was commanded to 
take such a wife, not in fact, but in prophetic vis- 
ion. See introductory note to Ezekiel. 








daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and © 
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Guilt of the Jews. 


22° whoredoms and children of whore- 


doms: for*the land hath committed great 
whoredom, departing from the Lorp. 

3 So he went and took Gomer the daugh- 
ter of Diblaim; which conceived, and 
bare him a son. 

4 And the Lorp said unto him, Call 
his name Jezreel; for yet a little while, 
and I will *avenge the blood of »Jezreel 
upon the house of Jehu, and will cause to 
cease the kingdom of the house of Israel. 

5 And it shall come to pass at that day, 
that I will break the bow of Israel in the 
valley of Jezreel. 

6 4] And she conceived again, and bare 
a daughter. And God said unto him, 
Call her name t Lo-ruhamah: for ‘I will 
no+ more have mercy upon the house of 
Israel; SbutI willutterly take themaway. 

7 But I will have mercy upon the house 
of “Judah, and will save them by the 


a Deut. 31:16; Ezek. ch, 16,23. * Heb. visit, b 2 Kings, 10:11; 
15:10, ete, + That is, Not having obtained mercy. ¢ 2 Kings, 
17-6, 23, $ Heb. not add any more to. & Or, that I should alto- 
gether pardon them. 4 Isa chap. 36,37. e Zech. 4:6. || That 





HOSEA I. 


Mercy of God, 


Lorp ¢ their God, and will not save them 
by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by 
horses, nor by horsemen. 

8 § Now when she had weaned Lo- 
ruhamah, she conceived, and bare a son, 

9 Then said God, Call his name !! Lo- 
ammi: for ye are not my people, and | 
will not be your God. 

10 4] Yet the number of the children 
of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, 
which cannot be measured nor number- 
ed; and ‘it shall come to pass, that *in 
the place where it was said unto them, 
Ye are not my people, there it shall be 
said unto them, Ye are the "sons of the 
living God. 

11 Then ‘shall the children of Judah 
and the children of Israel be gathered to- 
gether, and appoint themselves one head, 
and they shall come up out of the land: 
for great shall be the day of Jezreel. 








1s, Not my people f Rom 4y: 25, 26, f Or, instead of that. 
& chap. 2:23; | Pet 2.10 bh John1:12. 2 Isa. 11:12, 13; Jer. 
3:18; Ezek 37: 16-24. 





4. Jezreel; a pleasant city on the south-east 
border of the plain of Esdraelon, where Ahab had 
his palace. 1 Kings 18:45; 21:1. The blood 
of Jezreel—the house of Jehu; Jehu and his 
descendants reigned in Samaria, and not in Jezreel. 
2 Kings, 10:36; 13:1, 10; 14:23; 15:8 For 
this reason we are probably to understand by “ the 
blood of Jezreel,” that shed by Jehu in destroying 
the house of Ahab and the worshippers of Baal, 
2 Kings, chapters 9 and 10. Although in this he 
obeyed God's express command, and received for it 
an earthly reward, 2 Kings, 10: 30, yet his subse- 
quent imitation of Ahab’s sins showed that he had 
acted from no true regard to God's honor, but in 
the spirit of pride, cruelty, and self-aggrandize- 
ment, and his sin was to be punished by the like de- 
struction of his house. 

Do. The valley of Jezreel; a valley with a 
fountain running down east from Jezreel to the Jor- 
dan. Here Jehu slew Jehoram, Ahab’s son. It is 
probable that the Assyrians here overthrew the 
forces of Israel. 

6. Will no more have mercy ; God would de- 
stroy the kingdom of Israel, to be no more restored, 
the surviving remnant of it being incorporated 
after the captivity with Judah. Compare ver. 11 
and Ezek. 37:19. 

10. The children of Israel; not as a distinct 
kingdom, but in their union with the children of 
Judah, ver. 11. This promise, in its outward form, 
. referred to the “ grafting in again” to God's church 

of the remnant af intact! ; but in its spirit, it includ- 
ed the calling in of the Gentiles, who become 
Abraham's seed by faith in the promises made to 
Abraham; and so the apostle Paul applies it, Rom. 


9 : 24-26, ; 

11. One head ; Zerubbabel. Ezra 2:2. Out of 
the land; of their captivity. - But their union 
under an earthly leader, and their deliverance from 
an earthly captivity, are both earnests and pledges 
of a higher spiritual deliverance under Christ the 
great Head of the church. The day of Jezreel ; 
the allusion is to the narhe of the prophet’s eldest 
son, chap. 1:4, but with a’ new application of it 
according to its signification in the original, “God 
shall sow.” In the following verse, chapter 2:1, 
God changes the names of his two other children 





to those that are in like manner significant of 
mercy, omitting * Lo,” that is, * not,” at the begin- 
ning of each; and the meaning of the three names 
in their new application is given, chap. 2:23. The 
prophet, by divine direction, first gives his children 
names prophetic of coming wrath, and afterwards 
changes them—the first in application, the other 
two in both form and application—to names pro- 
phetic of mercy ; thus signifying that in God's deal- 
ings with his people, wrath prepares the way for 
mercy. Compare chap. 2:6, 7. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. God is the husband of his church, and she is 
“the bride, the Lamb's wife.” Every believer is, 
in both soul and body, a member of Christ, ‘of his 
body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” Christ re- 
gards unfaithfulness to himself like the unfaithful- 
ness of a wife to her husband, and will manifest 
his abhorrence of it by the severest rebukes. Isa. 
54:5; Jer. 3:14; Ezek. 16:8; 1 Cor. 6:17; Eph. 
$223-d2* Rev. 19:7, 83, 21:9, 

4. In every action God looks at the heart. No 
external conformity to his commands can make 
that work acceptable to him which is performed 
ine the spirit of pride and_ self-righteousness. 
Though he may give to the outward deed an out- 
ward reward, he will regard and treat as sin what- 
soever is done in a sinful spirit. 

6. The kingdom of Israel had its origin in apos- 
tasy from God, and it was perpetuated in the same 
spirit. For this reason God utterly destroyed it, 
while at the same time he had mercy upon the 
remnant of its tribes. Thus will he deal from age 
to age with all in his church who oppose them- 
selves to the supreme authority of Christ, and cor- 
rupt her worship and doctrines by opposing to the 
commandments of God the traditions of men. 

7. God will save his people, but in such a way 
as to exclude boasting. The faithful use of means 
is right and necessary ; yet, if we idolize our chosen 
instrumentalities, making them, instead of God, our 
confidence, he will reject them, and save his church 
by other agencies, that all the glory may be his 
alone. 

11. The removal of disunion from the household 
of God must prepare the way for its enlargement 
and final triumph over the ning aaa 


God’s judgments 


« CHAPTER II. 


1 The idolatry of the people 6 God’s judgments 
against them. 14 His promises of reconciliation 
with them. 


AY ye unto your brethren, *Ammi; 
and to your sisters, t Ruhamah. 

2 Plead with your mother, plead; for 
she zs not my wife, neither am I her hus- 
band: let her therefore put away her 
whoredoms® out of her sight, and her 
adulteries from between her breasts ; 

3 Lest I strip her naked, and set her 
as in the day that she was born, and make 
her as a ° wilderness, and set her like a 
dry land, and slay her with ‘thirst. 

4 And I will not have mercy upon her 
children; for they be the children of 
whoredoms. 

5 For their mother hath played the 
harlot :* she that conceived them hath 
done shamefully; for she said, I will go 
after my lovers, that ‘give me my bread 
and my water, my wool and my flax, 
mine oil and my #drink. 

6 4 Therefore, behold, I will’ hedge up 
thy way with thorns, and §make a wall, 
that she shall not find her paths. 

7 And she shall follow after her lovers, 
but she shall not overtake them; and 
she shall seek them, but shall not find 
them: "then shall she say, I will go and 
return to my first husband; for then was 
it better with me than now. 

8 For she did not know that I gave her 
corn, and |i wine, and oil, and multiplied 
her silver and gold, *which they prepared 
for Baal. 

9 Therefore willl return, and take away 
my corn in the time thereof, and my wine 
in the season thereof, and will trecover 


HOSEA II. 


and promises, 


my wool and my flax given to *3™6°H? 
cover her nakedness. 

10 And now will I discover her + lewd- 
ness in the sight of her lovers, and none 
shall deliver her out of my hand. 

11 I will also cause all her mirth to 
cease, her feast-days, her new moons, 
and her sabbaths, and all her solemn 
feasts. 

12 And I will §destroy her vines and 
her fig-trees, whereof she hath said, 
These ave my rewards that my lovers 
have given me: and I‘ will make them a 
forest, and the beasts of the field shall 
eat them. 

13 And I will visit upon her the days 
of Baalim, wherein she burned incense 
to them, and she decked herself with 
her earrings and her jewels, and she 
went after her lovers, and forgat me, 
saith the Lorn. 

14 § Therefore, behold, I will allure 
her, and! bring her into the wilderness, 
and speak !!comfortably unto her. 

15 And I will give her her vineyards 
from thence, and the * valley of Achor for 
a door of hope: and she shall sing there, 
as in the days of her youth, and as in 
the day when she came up out of the 
land of Egypt. 

16 And it shall be at that day, saith 
the Lorp, that thou shalt call me *Ishi; 
and shalt call me no more ¢ Baali. 

17 For I will take 'away the names of 
Baalim out of her mouth, and they shall 
no more be remembered by their name. 

18 And in that day will I make a cov- 
enant for them with the beasts of the 
field, and with the fowls of heaven, and 
with the creeping things of the ground: 





* That is, My people, $ Thatis, Having obtained mercy. a Ezek. 


wine. * Or, wherew.th they made; clap. 8:4, } Or, take away. 





16:25, etc. b Jer. 13: 22,26. ¢ Ezek. 19:13, @ Amos 8:11, 13. | Heb. folly, or villuny. Heb, make desolate. i Isa. 5:5, 6. 
e Isa. 1:21; Jer.3:1-9. f Jer.44:17. + Heb. drinks. g Job | j Ezek. 20:35. {| Or, friendly ; Heb. to her heart. k Josh. 7:26; isa. 
19:8; Lam.3:7,9. % Heb. wallaavall. b Luke15:18. || Heb. new | 65:10. * Thatis, My husband. } Thatis, My lord. | Zech. 13:2, 
wilderness, and there trained them for the future 

CHAPTER II. : : 


2. Your mother ; the kingdom of Israel, person- 
ified as a wife unfaithful to Jehovah her husband. 

0. Jy lovers, the idolatrous nations in whose 
help she trusted, and whose superstitions she imi- 
tated. 

7. To my first husband; to Jehovah. | 

8. Prepared for Baal ; used in his worship. 

12. Well make them a forest ; that is, desolate 
and uncultivated. 

13. Baalim ; the plural of Baal, and used of the 
images of Baal before which they burned incense. 
Decked herself ; after the manner of a harlot. 

14. Therefore ; that is, in accordance with my 
gracious design in the chastisements just threat- 
ened, which is not the destruction of Israel, but her 
reformation, and thus her future enlargement. See 
note chap. 1:10. This word is often used by the 
prophets in passing from threatenings to promises. 
Isa. 10:24; Jer. 16:14; 30:16; Ezek. 39: 25. 
Bring her into the wilderness ; an allusion to 
the first great deliverance of Israel from Egyptian 
bondage, when God brought his people into the 





possession of Canaan. Compare ver. 15, _ This 
discipline God will repeat to his people. Ezek. 
20 : 35. 


15. Vineyards ; in the land of Canaan. From 

thence; from the wilderness; that is, assigning 
them to her as she proceeds thence to the promised 
land. The valley of Achor; a fertile vale of | 
Palestine. See Isa. 65:10. For a door of hope; 
as an earnest and pledge of the full possession of 
the promised land, which here represents the spir- 
itual inheritance bestowed by God upon the true 
Israel. Compare Matt. 5:5. -Achor seems to be 
referred to as at the entrance of the promised land. 
Josh. 7 : 24. ' 
}; “my husband,” a term of affection 
and confidence. Baali; “my lord.” a term of 
reverence and fear. Compare Rom. 8:15. There 
is, perhaps, a reference also to the abuse of the — 
word “Baal;”? that is, “lord,” in the worship of 
the “ Baalim ” or images of Baal, ver. 17. 

18. With the beasts—creeping things; that 
these shall not hurt them, but minister to their 


good. 








Desolation of 


Rew. and *I will break the bow and the 


sword and the battle out of the earth, and 
will make them to lie down safely. 

19 And I will °betroth thee unto me 
for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto 
me in ‘righteousness, and in judgment, 
and in loving-kindness, and in mercies. 

20 I will even betroth thee unto me in 
faithfulness: and thou shalt know the 
Lorp. 

21 And it shall come to pass in that day, 
Iwill hear, saith the Lorp,I will hear the 
heavens, and they shall hear the earth ; 

22 And the earth shall hear the corn, 
and the wine, and the oil; and they shall 
hear Jezreel. 

23 And I will sow her unto me in the 
earth ; and @I will have mercy upon her 
that had not obtained mercy; and I will 
say to them which were not my people, 
Thou’art my people; and they shall say, 
Thou art my God. 


CHAPTER III. 


1 By the expiation of an adulteress, 4 is shown the 
desolation of Israel before their restoration. 


HEN said the Lorp unto me, ‘Go yet, 

love a woman beloved of her friend, 

yet an Sadulteress, according to the love 

of the Lorn toward the children of Israel, 

who look to other gods, and love flagons 
of *wine. 

2 So I bought her to me for fifteen pieces 





“a Zech. 9:10,» Isa.64:6, ¢ Eph, 6:23-2%2 4 chap. 1:6. 
@1 Pet. 2:10. f chap. 1:2. g Jer.3:1,20. * Heb. grapes. 
# Heb. lethech. b chap. 10.3; Jer. 15:4,5. $ Heb. a standing, 








21, 22. Hear ; literally, “ answer ;” a beautiful 
Si Sea in which Jezreel calls upon the 
ruits of the earth to be present, these call upon the 
earth to produce them, the earth calls upon the 
heavens for showers, and the heavens upon (rod. 
God answers the heavens by giving showers, these 
answer the earth in rain, and so down till Jezreel 
is filled with plenty. 

23. [will sow her ; see note chap. 1: 10. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-5. God's unchangeable covenant of mercy with 
his church, makes the destruction of her false 
members certain. He prepares the wheat for his 

arner by separating the chaff from it, and burning 
it with fire unquenchable. Luke 3: 17. 

6,7. God often hedges up the way of those 

whom he would save by overthrowing their world- 

ly plans and confidences, that he may thus compel 

em to return to himself, and make him their 
portion. 

14-23. Though God begins with rebukes, the 
end of his dealings with the true Israel will be 
mercies and loving-kindness; he will betroth her 
to himself for ever, and sow her for his own glory 
throughout all the earth. © Bad 


CHAPTER III. 
1. Love a woman—an adulteress ; she is spo- 


* ken of as “ beloved of her friend,” that is, the proph- 

et himself. See note chap. 1:2. Thus was rep- 
resented the love of the Lord towards the children 
of Israel, who looked to other 


ods. 
2. Bought her; sipouset bad anew to myself. 


HOSEA IV. 


| saved.” 





the house of Israel. 


of silver, and fora homer of barley, and 
a thalf homer of barley: 

3 And | said unto her, Thou shalt abide 
for me many days; thou shalt not play 
the harlot, and thou shalt not be for an- 
other man: so will I also be for thee. __ 

4 For the children of Israel shall abide 
many days " without a king, and without 
a prince, and without a sacrifice, and 
without an timage, and without an ephod, 
and without teraphim: 

5 Afterward shall the children of Israel 
return, and 'seek the Lorp their God, 
and 3David their king; and shall fear 
the Lorn and his goodness in the latter 
days.* 


CHAPTER. TV; 


1 God’s judgments against the sins of the people, 6 and 
of the priests, 12 and against their idolatry. 15 Ju- 
dah is exhorted to take warning by Israel's calamity. 


EAR the word of the Lorp, ye chil- 
. dren of Israel: for the Lorp hath a 
controversy! with the inhabitants of the 
land, because there is no truth, nor mer- 
cy, nor "knowledge of God in the land. 
2 By swearing, and lying, and “killing, 
and stealing, and committing adultery, 
they break out, and $ blood toucheth blood. 
3 Therefore °shall the land mourn, and 
every Pone that dwelleth therein shall 
languish, with the beasts of the field, and 
with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes 
of the sea also shall be taken away. 


or statue, or pillar ; ichap 6:15, 3 Jer. 30:9; 


Isa. 14:19, 20, 
Ezek 34. 23,24, k& Isa. 2:2, 3. Micah 2:2. m Jer. 4:22, 28. 
o Isa. 59:7. Q Heb. bloods o Amos 6:16. p Zeph. 153. 





Silver—barley ; the dowry given, in accordance 
with the custom of the times, to the wife. 

3. Shalt abide for me ; in a state of separation 
from both the prophet and all her former lovers. 
Will—te for thee ; ina like state of separation. 

4. For the children of Israel shall abide ; the 
prophet now shows how this symbolic act repre- 
sents the future condition of Israel. The words 
are a striking prophecy of the present condition of 
Israel, without distinct national existence, with- 
out the sacrifices and other worship prescribed by 
the law, and without any idolatrous substitute for 
them. Av ephod; as this contained the breast- 
plate with the Urim and Thummin, Exod. 28 : 26- 
30, some suppose that the absence of the Urim 
and Thummim is here predicted. An image; an 
idolatrous pillar. Teraphim ; household gods. 

5. David their king ; the Messiah. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

In the present condition of Abraham's posterity, 
God is wonderfully fulfilling his threatening uttered 
by the prophet Hosea more than twenty-six centu- 
ries ago; and this is a sure pledge that the promise 
annexed to it shall be also gloriously fulfilled at 


‘the appointed time; “and so all Israel shall be 


Rom. 11: 26. 


. CHAPTER IV. 

2. Blood toucheth blood; it is a scene of con- 
tinuous bloodshed. Ny ; 

3. The beasts—the fowls—the fishes; a po- 
etic way of describing the universal desolation of 


the land. Compare Zeph. 1:3. 
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Threatenings against 


4 Yet let no man strive, nor reprove 
another: for thy people are as they that 
strive * with the priest. 

5 Therefore shalt thou fall in the day, 
and the prophet also shall fall with thee 
in the night, and I will *destroy thy 
mother. 

6 Y My people are *destroyed for »lack 
of knowledge: because thou hast reject- 
ed knowledge, I will also reject thee, that 
thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing 
thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, 
I will also forget thy children. 

7 As¢they were increased, so they sin- 
ned against me: ‘therefore will I change 
their glory into shame. 

8 They eat up the sin of my people, 
and they tset their *heart on their ini- 
quity. 

9 And there shall be, like people, like 
priest: and [ will # punish them for their 
ways, and $reward them their doings. 

10 For they shall eat, and not have 
enough: they shall commit whoredom, 
and shall not increase: because they 
have left off to take heed to the Lorn. 

11 Whoredomf and & wine and new 
wine take away the heart. 

12 §] My people ask counsel at their 
stocks, and their staff declareth unto 


HOSEA IV. 


Israel and Judah. 


caused them to err, and they have *,™;32* 
gone a whoring from under their God. 

13 They sacrifice upon the tops of the 
mountains, and burn incense upon the 
hills, under oaks and poplars and elms, 
because the shadow thereof is good: 
therefore your daughters shall commit 
whoredom, and your spouses shall com-_ 
mit adultery. 

14 [! will not punish your daughters 
when they commit whoredom, nor your 
spouses when they commit adultery: for 
themselves are ‘separated with whores, 
and they sacrifice with harlots: there- 
fore the people that doth not? understand 
shall *fall. 

15 § Though thou, Israel, play the har- 
lot, yet let not Judah offend; and come 
not ye unto *Gilgal, neither go ye up to 
Beth-aven, nor swear,!The Lorp liveth. 

16 For Israel slideth back as a back- 
sliding heifer: now the Lorp will feed 
them as a lamb in a large place. 

17 Ephraim is joined to idols: 
alone. 

18 Their drink is tsour: they have com- 
mitted whoredom continually: her #rul- 
ers with shame do love, Give ye. 

19 The wind hath bound her up in her 
wings, and they shall be ashamed be- 
cause of their sacrifices. 


let him 





them: for the spirit of whoredoms hath 

a Deut. 17 12. * Heb, cutoff. b Isa. 6:13. ¢ chap, 13:6; 
Deut. 32:15. d Mal 2:9. ¢ Heb. lift up their soul to. e Ezek. 
14:3,7 £ Heb. viseeupon. Heb. cause to return. f Prov. 


h Amos 7:17. 


id Se amar ad CY Be || Or, Shall Inot. it oe 
:16,  j ver J1,5,6. * Or. be punished. k Amos 4:4; 
t Zeph. 1:5. + Heb. gone. $ Heb. shieids; Psa. 47:9. 





4. Strive—reprove another; let no man lay 
the fault of the present calamitous state of Israel 
upon his neighbor; let him rather take the blame 
to himself and repent. That strive with the 
priest; this is named as the highest degree of 
ag 

Shalt thou fall; Israel. The prophet ; 
faite prophet. 7 the day—in the night ; Hess 
ple and prophets shall fall by day and “by night; 
that is, no time shall be exempt from calamity. 

6. No priest to me; compare Exod. 19: 6, “ 
kingdom of priests.” Of shis spiritual preihand 
the outward priesthood was asign: both should be 
taken away. 

8. Eat up the sin of my people ; thrive upon 
their sin. In this and the following clause there is 
a special reference to the corrupt tulers, prophets, 
and priests. 

9. Like people, like priest ; as they are like in 
character, so shall they be in punishment. 

11. Whoredom ; throughout this book literal 
whoredom and spiritual whoredom, that is, idola- 
try, are constantly spoken of together: compare 
the next verse. In practice they were always 
united. 

12. Staff; divining-rod. 

14. Will not punish; ; that is, inflict upon them 
any peculiar punishment, as if they exceeded 
others in guilt. For themselves; the fathers 
themselves. ’ 

15. Gilgal; the first sojourn of Israel after 
crossing the Jordan. Josh. 4:19. In the prophet’s 
day it was one of the places devoted to idolatrous 
worship. Chap. 9: 15; 12:11; Amos 4: 4; 9:0. 
Beth-aven ; that,is, “house of vanity ;” pro ey 
a small place -by ‘Ai, east of Beth-el, Josh. 
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but here it seems to be put, by way of contempt, for 
Beth-el itself, which latter name signifies “house 
of God,” because this had become a “house of van- 
Libya by the establishment of idolatry there. See 
1 Kings 12 : 29, 32, 33: and Pg a Hosea 10:15, 
and Amos 3: 14; ome Nor swear, The 
Lord liveth ; not join the name of Jehovah with 
idol-worship. 

16. Slideth back ; stubbornly refuses God's 
yoke. A back. sliding heifer; an untamed heifer 
that refuses to bear the yoke. Feed them; pas- 
ture them. A /arge place; a wide uninclosed 
region. The meaning is, that God will scatter 
Israel in foreign lands. 

ii: eee] ri kingdom of the ten tribes. 
See note chap. 7 

19. Hath eg her; the state or nation rep- 
resented as the mother of the people. In her 
wings; to carry her away to destruction. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-3. Ignorance of God is naturally accompanied 
by vice and crime, filling the community with yio- 
lence and bloodshed, and making it ripe for the 
vengeance of heaven. Ver. 6. 

. In times of public calamity we ought each 
to confess his own sins before God, and seek deliv- 
erance by hearty repentance and "works meet for 
repentance; but the proud and unhumbled will lay 
the fault each upon his neighbors, and become 
more fierce and contentiows in proportion as they 
become more miserable. 

do. When a blind people are led by blind teach- 
ers, all peat arn together. Ver. 9; Isa. 9: 14— 
ae Matt. 15 

When men abuse God's goodness by multi- 
| ie their sins against him as he multiplies his 








Judgments of priests, 
BC. 780." CHAPTER V. 


1 God’s judgments against the priests, the people, and 
the princes of Israel, for their manifold sins, 15 until 
they repent. . 


EAR ye this, O priests; and hearken, 

ye house of Israel; and give ye ear, 

O house of the king; for judgment is 
toward you, because ye have been a snare 
on Mizpah, and a net spread upon Tabor. 

2 And the revolters are *profound to 
make slaughter, *though I have been a 
rebukert of them all. 

3 1 know Ephraim, and Israel is not 
hid from me: for now, O Ephraim, thou 
committest whoredom, and Israel is de- 
filed. 

4 They? will not § frame * their doings 
to turn unto their God: for the spirit of 
whoredoms is in the midst of them, and 
they have not known the Lorp. 

5 And the pride of Israel doth testify 
to his face: therefore shall Israel and 
Ephraim fall in their iniquity; Judah 
also shall fall with them. 

6 They shall go with their flocks and 
with their herds to seek the Lornp; but 
they* shall not find him; he hath with- 
drawn himself from them. 

7 They have dealt ‘treacherously against 
the Lorn; for they have begotten strange 





alsa. 29:15, * Or, and. +t Heb. correction. t+ Or, Their doings 
twill not suffer them. 3 Heb. give. b Psa. 78:8. ¢ Isa. 1:15. d Isa. 


HOSEA V. 


people, and princes. 


children: now shall a month devour them 
with their portions. 

8 Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah, and 
the trumpet in Ramah: ery aloud at Beth- 
aven, after thee, O Benjamin. 

9 Ephraim shall be ¢ desolate in the day 
ofrebuke: among the tribes of Israel have 
Imade‘known that which shall surely be. 

10 The princes of Judah were like them 
that remove the bound: therefore I will 
pour out my wrath upon them like water. 
_11 Ephraim zs oppressed and broken in 
judgment, because he willingly walked 
after the commandment. 

12 Therefore will I be unto Ephraim as 
a moth, and to the house of Judah as 
rottenness. | 

13 When Ephraim saw his sickness, 
and Judah saw his wound, then went 
Ephraim to the Assyrian, and sent io 
king* Jareb: yet could he not heal you, 
nor cure you of your wound. 

14 For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, 
and as a young lion to the house of Judah: 
I, even I, will tear and go away; I will 
take away, and none shall rescue him. 

15 4] I will go and return to my place, 
till they t acknowledge their offence, and 
seek my face: in their affliction they 
will seek me early. 


| Or, a worm. * Or, the king of 
t Heb. be guilty. g Psa. 78:34. 


48:8. e Job 12:14. f Amos 3:7. 
Jareb, or the king that should plead. 





gifts to them, becoming more wicked as they be- 
come stronger and richer, they have the sure mark 
of reprobation upon them, and are nigh destruc- 
tion. 

8. Sad indeed is the condition of a people when 
they who should be its examples and teachers in 
holiness thrive upon its ignorance and wickedness, 
and hinder the Laawlides of the truth lest their 
gains should be diminished. 

11. The dominion of fleshly lusts stupefies the 
understanding and deadens the moral feelings. No 
man who is under the control of his appetites can 
be either wise or good. 

12. Literal and spiritual whoredom are natural 
companions. Nothing better can be hoped from 
those who give themselves to drunkenness and un- 
cleanness, than that they should ask counsel of their 
own hearts instead of the living God. Ver. 14. 

13. God punishes wickedness in heads of fami- 
lies by giving up the members also to the dominion 
of sin, which is a more terrible infliction than sick- 
ness, poverty, captivity, or death itself. 

15. The unfaithfulness of multitudes in God's 
visible church, instead of excusing our unfaithful. 
ness, furnishes a new and strong argument for in- 
creased fidelity. 

17. The most awful judgment which God can 
send upon sinners is to let them alone in their 
sins: at the thought of this they ought to fear and 
tremble, for it will make their doom certain. 

18, 19. When rulers and people are united in the 
practice of iniquity, the wrath of God will sweep 
them away together. 


CHAPTER V. 


1. A snare on Mizpah—a net spread upon 
Tabor; an allusion to the practice of hunting 
8 














birds upon mountains like Tabor and Mizpah. 
These were mountains of Northern Palestine, Ta- 
bor on the west, and Mizpah on the east of the 
Jordan. 

2. Though ; better, as the margin, “and ;” that 
is, because of their slaughters. 

6. Their flocks—their herds ; these are taken 
for sacrifices. 

7. Strange children ; idolaters like their par- 
ents. Vow shall a month devour them ; they 
shall be destroyed in the space of a month; that 
is, in a short period of time. Portions; posses- 
sions. 

8. Blow ye—the trumpet ; as a warning of the 
enemys approach. Ezek. 33:3. After thee; 
that 1s, the enemy cometh. 

10. Like them that remove the bound; as 
men that. unlawfully remove landmarks, so they 
have removed the ordinances of God. 

11. Broken in judgment ; crushed and robbed 
of his rights by usurping tyrants and foreign inyad- 
ers. The commandment, the idolatrous ordi- 
nances of Jeroboam. : 

13, Jareb; a symbolical name for the Assyrian 
king, meaning “an adversary,” Judah and Israel 
both sought him as an pebtines to their enemies, 
but he proved their own worst adversary. 2 Kings 
15:19, 20; 16:7-9; 2 Chron. 28: 16, 20, 21. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1, When rulers and ministers of religion, who 
ought to be guides to the people in righteousness, 
are corrupt in life and doctrine, they lead the mass 
of the people into wickedness, and thus become a 
fatal snare to their souls. ; 

4. Ignorance of God, a carnal mind, and per- 
severance in sin—these three things always go 


together. 
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An exhortation 


CHAPTER VI. 


1 An exhortation to repentance. 4 A complaint of 
their untowardness and iniquity. 


OME, and let us return unto the 

Lorp: for he hath torn, and he will 
heal us; he hath smitten, and *he will 
bind us up. 

2 After two days will he revive us: in 
the third day he will raise us up, and 
we shall live in his sight. 

3 Then “shall we know, 4if we follow 
on to know the Lorn: his going forth is 
prepared as the morning; and he shall 
come unto us as the °rain, as the latter 
and former rain unto the earth. 

4 4 O Ephraim, what shall I do unto 
thee? O Judah, what shall Ido unto thee? 
for your *goodness is as a morning cloud, 
and as the early dew it goeth away. 

5 Therefore have I hewed them by the 
prophets; I have ‘slain them by the 
words of my mouth: tand thy judgments 
are as the ®light that goeth forth. 

6 For »I desired mercy, and not sacri- 
fice; and the knowledge of God more 
than burnt-offerings. 

7 But they like #men have transgressed 
the covenant: there have they dealt 
treacherously against me. 

8 Gilead is a city of them that work 
iniquity, and zs § polluted with blood. 

a Lam. 3:32,33. b1Cor. 15:4. ¢ Micah 4:2. d@ Heb. 3:14. 
e Deut.32:2. * Or, mercy, or kindness. f Jer. 23:29; Heb. 4:12. 


+ Or, that thy judyments might be. g Psa. 119: 180. h Mat. 9: 13. 
¢ Or, Adam; Job 31:33. Q Or, cunning for, || Heb. with one 


HOSEA VII. 


to repentance, 


9 And as troops of robbers wait “46 "0: 
for a man, so the company of priests mur- 
der in the way !iby consent: for they 
commit *lewdness. ’ 

10 I have seen a horrible thing in the 
house of Israel: there zs the 'whoredom 
of Ephraim, Israel is defiled. 

11 Also, O Judah, he hath set a harvest 
for thee, when | returned the captivity 
of my people. 


CHAPTER VII. 


1 A reproof of manifold sins. 11 God's wrath against 
them for their hypocrisy. 


HEN I would have healed Israel, 

then the iniquity of Ephraim was 
discovered, and the f wickedness of Sa- 
maria: for they commit falsehood; and 
the thief cometh in, and the troop of rob- 
bers #spoileth without. 

2 And they § consider not in their hearts 
that | remember all their wickedness: 
now jtheir own doings have beset them 
about; they are before my face. 

3 They make the king glad with their 
wickedness, and the princes with their 
lies. 

4 They are all ‘adulterers, as an oven 
heated by the baker, !! who ceaseth from 
raising* after he hath kneaded the dough, 


until it be leavened. 
shoulder ; or,to Shechem, * Or,enormity. i Ezek. 24:13, [| Heb. 


evils. t Heb. strippeth. ® Heb. saynotto. j Isa.26:16. k Psa 
62:4. 1 Jer. 9:2. || Or, the raiser will cease. * Or, waking. 








6, 7. When our heart is false and treacherous 
towards God, no multiplication of outward services 
can gain for us his favor. 

11, 12. The nation that allows the commandments 
of men to be imposed upon it in opposition to God's 
word, sets the seal to its own ruin. It must become 
miserably oppressed and broken, both outwardly and 
inwardly—a decayed and moth-eaten state, whose 
greatness and strength exist only in history. 

13-15. In the alliances of wicked nations no help 
nor salvation can be found. God will execute upon 
them his immutable decree, ‘‘ Woe unto the wicked, 
it shall be ill with him,” until they acknowledge 
their offence and seek his face by hearty repent- 
ance. 


CHAPTER VI. 

1. Come—let us return; the language of the 
people when their affliction leads them to seek 
God. Chap. 9: 19. 

2. After two days—in the third day ; that is, 
speedily. Compare Luke 13: 32, 33. 

3. Then shall we know, if we follow; more 
literally, “And let us know, let us follow.” Lvs 
going forth—as the morning; he rises upon 
the souls of those who seek him as the morning. 
Mal. 4: 2. 

6. Mercy—not sacrifice; God rebukes his peo 
ple for putting outward rites in the place of in- 
ward holiness. So our Saviour uses the words, 
Matt. 9:13 ;-12:7. 

8. Gilead; probably Ramoth-gilead beyond the 
Jordan. It was a city of refuge. Deut. 4:43; 
Josh. 20:8. 

ll. A harvest; a visitation of divine wrath. 
Compare Rev. 14:15. When I returned ; lit- 
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erally, “in my returning.’ The meaning is, that 
divine judgments shall be connected with the puri- 
fication and restoration of God's people. Compare 
Isa. 1: 25-28; 4: 4-6. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1, 2. When affliction leads us to repent and seek 
God's help, the day of our deliverance is near: he 
who is almighty to smite, is almighty to bind up; 
whether it be individuals, families, churches, or 
nations. 

3. God rises upon the souls of his sincere wor- 
shippers like the morning light, “ which shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day:” his grace, 
like the rain of heaven, waters their souls, and 
makes them abound in the fruits of righteousness. 

4, 5. The inconstancy of God's yf in his ser- 
vice, deprives them of the light and blessedness of 
his presence, and makes it necessary that he should 
rebuke them and multiply his chastisements upon 
them. 

6. The true design of all outward rites in relig- 
ion is to nourish and increase in the soul love tow- 
ards God and man. How vain the idea of put- 
ting the outward sign of holiness in place of its 
inward substance. 


CHAPTER VII. 

1. Ephraim—Samaria ; Ephraim is often put 
for the kingdom of the ten tribes, because Sama- 
ria, the royal city, lay in the tribe of Ephraim. 

4. As an oven; here and in verses 6 and 7, the 
hearts of the people, inflamed with sinful passions, 
are compared to es ovens. From raising ; 
or, “ {rom stirring up;” that is, the fire. Unveted it 
be leavened; when he kindles the oven into a 
fierce heat. See note ver. 6. 
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Various crimes 


pdwo. 5 In the day of our king, the 
princes have made him sick with t bot- 
tles of wine; he stretched out his hand 
with scorners. 

6 For they have made ready their 
heart like an oven, while they lie in 
wait: their baker sleepeth all the night; 
in the morning it burneth as a flaming 
fire. 

7 They are all hot as an oven, and have 
devoured their judges; all their kings are 
fallen :* there is none among them that 
calleth unto me. 

8 Ephraim, he hath »mixed himself 
among the people; Ephraim is a cake 
not turned. 

9 Strangers have devoured his strength, 
and he knoweth it not: yea, gray hairs 
are ‘here and there upon him, yet he 
knoweth not. 

10 And the pride of Israel testifieth to 
his ‘face: and ‘they do not return to 
the Lorp their God, nor seek him for all 
this. i 

11 {{ Ephraim also is like a silly dove 
without heart: ‘they call to Egypt, they 
go to Assyria. . 

12 When they shall go, I will spread 
my ‘net upon them; I will bring them 
down as the fowls of the heaven; I will 


HOSEA VIII. 


of the people. 


chastise’ them, as their congregation 
hath heard. 

13 Woe unto them! for they have fled 
from me: !!destruction unto them! be- 
cause they have transgressed against 
me: though I have redeemed them, yet 
they have spoken lies against me. 

14 And they have not cried unto me 
with their heart, when they howled upon 
their beds: they assemble themselves for 
corn and wine, and they rebel against me. 

15 Though I *have bound and strength- 
ened their arms, yet do they imagine 
mischief against me. 

16 They return, but not to the Most 
High: they are like a deceitful bow: 
their princes shall fall by the sword for 
the rage of their tongue: this shall be their 
derision in the land of Egypt. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


1,12 Destruction is threatened for their impiety, 5 and 


idolatry. 
Se the trumpet to tthy mouth. He 
shall come as an eagle against the 
house of the Lorn, because they have 
transgressed my covenant, and trespassed 
against my law. 
2 Israel shall ery unto me, My God, 
we know thee. 





* Or, waxing. + Or, heat through. f{ Or, applied, a Fulltilled 
B.C. 773. b Psa. !05:35. @ Heb. sprink/ed. ¢ Jer.3;3. 4 Isa. 





9:13. e 2 Kings, 15:19; 17:3,4.  f Eccl. 9.12. g Rev. 3:ly. 
|| Heb, spoil, * Or, chastened. 1 Heb. the roof of thy. 








5. The day of our king; probably his birth- 


6 Made ready their heart; applied themselves 
to their wicked plots. Le iz wait; to destroy their 
judges and kings. Ver. 7. Their baker—a flam- 
ing fire ; here, and in ver. 4, we should probably 
understand the figure thus: the baker, having 
kneaded his dough, leaves in the oven a smothered 
fire, sufficient to keep it warm through the night 
while it is rising, and then rests till morning, when 
he kindles it into a blazing fire for the purpose of 
baking. So the impure and murderous passions of 
the people smoulder in their hearts till a fit occa- 
sion arrives, when they blaze forth like a heated 
oven. 

7. Judges—kings ; the history of the kingdom 
of Israel in its later years, when one royal house 
was murdered to make way for another, is the best 
commentary on this verse. 

8. Mixed himself among the people; the 
people are the heathen nations. Compare Psa. 
106:35. A cake ; in the original, a cake baked 
in the embers. Not turned; burned on one side 
and raw on the other, and hence worthless. 

9. Gray hairs; a sign that the nation was in 
its old age, and near its end. 

11. Call to Egypt—go to Assyria ; for help, 
instead of to Jehovah. Menahem made a cove- 
nant with Assyria, 2 Kings, 15:19; and Hoshea 
sought aid from Egypt against the king of Assyria 
at the very time he was in covenant with him. 
2 Kings, 17:4. It is probable that his predeces- 
sors also sought the alliance of Egypt against their 
enemies. ; 

12. As their congregation hath heard; 
namely, from the law of Moses and the messages 
of the prophets. 


14. Howled upon their beds; for the failure 








of corn and wine. 
plicate God forait. 
rebellious hearts. 

16. A deceitful bow; that sends the arrow aside 
from the mark. The rage of thetr tongue ; 
against God and his prophets. This shall be their 
derision ; the fall of their princes. Iv the land 
of Egypt; they looked to Ber for help against 
their enemies, but there they shall have derision 


For corn and wine ; to sup- 
They come with insincere and 


instead of help. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-10. The history of the kingdom of Israel fur- 
nishes a true illustration of the tendency and ef- 
fects of apostasy from God. It began by substi- 
tuting for the worship of Jehovah that of the 
golden calves; it ended ina universal corruption of 
morals, extending alike to rulers and subjects; 
filling the land with drunkenness, adultery. fraud, 
violence, murder, sedition, and anarchy ; and mak- 
ing 1t an easy prey to its enemies. _ 

11-16. They who in times of Sot | persevere 
in sin and eek help from men instead of God, only 
bring upon themselves deeper ruin, and have de- 
rision from those to whom they looked for salva- 


tion. 
CHAPTER VIII. 

1. Set the trumpet ; compare chap.5.8. The 
prophet is dias He shall came ; the enemy. 
The house of the Lord; as this prophecy is di- 
rected against Israel, “the house of the Lord” 
should be understood here figuratively of the land 
of Israel, as God's chosen dwelling-place. Comp. 
chap. 9: 15. ° on 

2. Shall cry unto me—we know thee ; in his 
distress Israel shall claim God’s help. on the ground 
that he is his covenant people. The next verse 
shows what answer he shall receive. Compare 
Matt. 7 : 21-23. 
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3 Israel hath cast off the thing that is 
good: the enemy shall pursue him. 

4 They have set up *kings, but not by 
me: they have made princes, and I knew 
it not: of their silver and their gold have 
they made them idols, that they may be 
cut off. m 

5 J Thy calf, O Samaria, hath cast 
thee off; mine anger is kindled against 
them: how long will it be ere they attain 
to innocency ? 

6 For from Israel was it also: the work- 
man made it; therefore it 7s not God: 
but the calf of Samaria shall be broken 
in pieces. 

7 Forthey have sown the wind, and they 
shall reap the whirlwind: it hath no*stalk: 
the bud shall yield no meal: if so be it 
yield, the strangers shall swallow it up. 

8 Israel is swallowed up: now shall 
they be among the Gentiles as a vessel 
wherein 7s no pleasure. 

9 For they are gone up to Assyria, a 
wild ass alone by himself: Ephraim 
hath hired ¢ lovers. 

10 Yea, though they have hired among 
the nations, now will I gather them, 
and they shall #sorrow $a little for the 
burden of the king of princes. 

11 Because Ephraim hath made many 
altars to sin, altars shall be unto him to sin. 


HOSEA IX. 


peril of Israel. 


12 I have written to him the 4,™:%% 
great things of my law, but they were 
counted as a strange thing. . 

13 They! sacrifice flesh for the sacri- 
fices of mine offerings, and eat it; but 
the Lorp accepteth them not; now will 
he remember their iniquity, and visit 
their sins: they shall return to Egypt. 

14 For Israel hath forgotten his Maker, 
and buildeth temples; and Judah hath 
multiplied fenced cities: but I will send 
a fire upon his cities, and it shall devour 
the palaces thereof. 


CHAPTER IX. 


The distress and captivity of Israel for their sins and 
idolatry. 


EJOICE not, O Israel, for joy, as other 

people: for thou hast gone a whor- 
ing from thy God, thou hast loved a re- 
ward *upon every corn-floor. 

2 The floor and the t wine-press shall 
not feed them, and the new wine shall 
fail in her. 

3 They shall not dwell in the Lorp’s 
land; but Ephraim shall return to’Egypt, 
and ‘they shall eat unclean things in 
Assyria. 

4 They shall not offer wine offerings to 
the Lorp, ‘neither shall they be pleasing 
unto him: their sacrifices shall be unto 





a 2 Kings, 15:13, 17, 25. Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah. * Or, 
stunding corn. ft Heb. loves. + Or, begin. Q Or, ina little while. 
|! Or, In the sacrifices of mine afferings, they, ete, * Or, in. 





4. Knew it not ; did not acknowledge the act. 
The reference is to the usurping kings of Israel, 
who were murderers of their predecessors. See 
the history, 2 Kings, 15: 8-26. 

6. Was tt also; the calf. 

7. It hath no stalk; the harvest which they 
have sown. 

8. A vessel wherein is no pleasure ; see Jer. 
0228-48238; 

9. Gone up to Assyria ; to hire her help, chap. 
7:11. A wild ass—by himself; Ephraim is as 
untamable as a wild ass of the wilderness. Lov- 
ers; idolatrous allies. 

10. Gather them; gather against Israel the 
lovers whom he has hired. The burden; the 
load of servitude, with a special reference to the 
tribute imposed upon them. Compare 2 Kings, 
15:19, 20. The king of princes; the Assyrian 
monarch. Compare Ezek. 26:7, where the king 
of Babylon is called “a king of kings.” 

11. Shall be unto him to sin; shall be the 
occasion of their being destroyed as sinners. 

13. They shall return to Egypt; this threat 
seems to have been fulfilled partly in a literal way 
by the flight of many Israelites into Egypt before 
the king of Assyria, and partly by a bondage in 
Assyria like that of their forefathers in Egypt. 
Compare chap. 9: 3, 6. 

14. Burldeth temples; to his idols. Multv- 
plied fenced cities ; relying on them. and not on 
God. See 2 Chron. 26:9-15; 27:4. Though the 
words of the prophet are mainly directed against 
Israel, he occasionally glances at the sins of Jadah. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 
2. That MM are the visible members of (God's 
098 





t Or, wine-fat. » chap. 8:13; 11:4. Not into Egypt itself, 
but into another bondage as bad as that. ¢ Ezek 4:13, @ Isa. 
1; 11-15. 





church can avail us nothing in the day of trouble, 


so long as we continue to transgress his covenant. * 


He will answer our cries for help by sending upon 
us new chastisements. 

4, When a nation conducts its government in the 
spirit of practical atheism, without acknowledging 
God's presence and supreme control in human af- 
fairs, or seeking to conform its actions to his will, 
it can have neither stability nor true prosperity. 
One violent change will follow another, till it is 
cut off in its iniquity. 

5-11. The folly of those who first make an idol 
and then trust to it for salvation, is manifest to all ; 
but equally vain is the confidence of those who, in 
times of distress, forsake the living God, and put 
their trust in alliances with men as wicked, weak, 
and ignorant as themselves. 

12-14. True and hearty obedience to God’s law 
makes our religious services acceptable to him 
through Christ, and secures for us his almighty 


aid; but when his commandments are “ counted as © 


a strange thing,” he will account our worship as 
sin, and put to shame all our earthly confidences. 


CHAPTER IX. 


1. As other people ; like the heathen nations. 
Upon every corn-floor ; the people ascribed their 
abundant harvests to their false gods, and offered 
gifts to them upon all their threshing-floors. 

2. In her; in Israel, here compared to an adul- 
terous woman. 

4. They shall not offer ; that is, in Assyria. 
The meaning of this verse is, that in their captivity, 
being without either temple or altar, they can offer 
to God no acceptable drink-offering or sacrifice. 
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Israel's distress, 


bc. 10. them as the bread of mourners; 
all that eat thereof shall be polluted: for 
their bread *for their soul shall not come 
into the house of the Lorp. 

5 What will ye do in the solemn day, 
and in the day of the feast of the Lorp 2 

6 For lo, they are gone because of *de- 
struction: Egypt shall gather them up, 
Memphis shall bury them: tthe ?pleasant 
places for their silver, nettles shall possess 
them: thorns shall be in their tabernacles. 

7 The days of visitation are come, the 
days of recompense are come; Israel 
shall know zt: the prophet zs a fool, the 
spiritual’ man is mad, for the multitude 
of thine iniquity, and the great hatred. 

8 The watchman of Ephraim was with 
my God: but the prophet zs a snare of a 
fowler in all his ways, and hatred lin 
the house of his God. 

9 They have deeply corrupted them- 
selves, as in the days of ©Gibeah: there- 
fore he will remember their iniquity, he 
will visit their sins. 

10 1“ found Israel like grapes in the wil- 
derness; | saw your fathers as the first ripe 
in the fig-tree at her first time: but they 
went to Baal-peor, and *separated them- 
selves unto that shame; and their abom- 
inations were according as'they ‘loved. 

11 As for Ephraim, their glory shall 
fly away like a bird, from the birth, and 
from the womb, and from the conception. 

12 Though they bring up their chil- 





¢ Or, therr sil 


a Amos 8:11, 12; Jolin 6:51. 
@ Heb. man of 


ver shall be desired, the nettle. 
the spirit, » Jer. 6:17. || Or, against, ¢ Judg. 19:22. d Deut. 
32:10 e Num 2:3. f Jer.6:31. g Deut. 31:17. b Ezek. 
27:2, * Heb, @ womb that casteth the fruit. i chap. 12:11. 


* Heb. spoil. 
¢ Heb. desire. 





Thetr sacrifices shall be; any sacrifices which 
they might attempt to offer. The bread of mourn- 
ers; persons mourning for the dead, with all that 
they ate, were regarded as unclean. No offering 
could be made from their food for any holy purpose. 
Deut. 26:14. Their bread—the Lord; rather, 
“their bread shall be for their own soul;” that is, 
to satisfy their appetite: “it shall not come into 
the house of the Lord.” 

5. What will ye do? how will ye be able in 
captivity to celebrate your feasts? 

Are gone; into exile. Because of destruc- 
tion; before the desolations of Assyria. Gather 
them ; into the grave. Memphis; the same as 
Noph. See note Ezek. 30:13. The pleasant 
ylaces for their silver; their pleasant homes in 
Palestine, where they stored their silver. 

7. Prophet—spiritual man; false prophets 
are meant, to whose delusions the people were 
given up as a punishment for their iniquity. Ha- 
tred; that is, an abomination which excites God’s 
hatred. 

8. The watchman—with my God; rather, 
“ Ephraim looketh out with my God;” that is, 
for help: while he yet allows false prophets to be 
a snare in all his ways. Jlatred ; see note ver. 


"9. Gibeah ; see the narrative, Judges, chap. 19. 
10. I found Israel—as the first ripe in the 
fig-tree; \srael was then to me an object of love 


HOSEA X. 





and captivity. 


dren, yet will I bereave them, that there 
shall not be a man left: yea, woe also to 
them when I &depart from them! 

13 Ephraim, as I saw " Tyrus, is plant- 
ed ina pleasant place: but Ephraim shall 
bring forth his children to the murderer. 

14 Give them, O Lorp: what wilt thou 
give? give them a *miscarrying womb 
and dry breasts. 

15 All their wickedness is in ‘Gilgal ; 
for there I hated them: for the wicked- 
ness of their doings I will drive them 
out of my -house, I will love them no 
more: all their princes are revolters. 

16 Ephraim is smitten, their root is 
dried up, they shall bear no fruit: yea, 
though they bring forth, yet will I slay 
even the t beloved fruzt of their womb. 

17 My God willecast them away, because 
they did not hearken unto him: and they 
shall be * wanderers among the nations. 


CHAPTER xX. 


Israel is reproved and threatened for their impiety and 
idolatry. 
SRAEL is tan empty vine, he bringeth 
forth fruit unto himself: according to 
the multitude of his fruit he 'hath in- 
creased the altars; according to the good- 
ness of his land they have made goodly 
images.$ 
2 Their! heartis divided; now shall they 
be found faulty: he shall *break down 
their altars, he shall spoil their images. 





j Psa. 78:60. { Heb. desires; Ezek. 24:21. k Deut. 28:64, 65; 
Jamesl:l. $f Or, a vine emptying the fruit which it giveth. 
I Jer. 2:28. Q Heb. statues, or stunding images, _ || Or, He 
hath divided their heart. * Heb, behead; 1 Sam. 5:4. 








and desire. The early fig is regarded as a pe- 
culiar delicacy. Jer. 24:2. Baal-peor; Num. 
20:3. 

13. As I saw Tyrus ; compare Ezek. 28:13. 

14. A miscarrying womb—dry breasts; as 
the best thing that the prophet can ask for them, 
in view of approaching calamities. Comp. Luke 
23 : 29. 

15. In Gilgal; see note chap. 4:15. 
house ; see note chap. 8:1]. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

Sad indeed is the contrast between the early and 
latter history of the Israelites. In the beginning 
they adhered steadfastly to God's service, and he 
gave them in return ati plenty, and victory over 
all their enemies. In their latter years they be- 
came continually more helpless and miserable as 
they departed from their covenant God, till at last 
he made them, as they are this day, “ wanderers 
among the nations.” Such shall be the contrast 
between the early and latter history of our own 
nation, if it imitates the example of Israel in de- 
parting from the living God; for he is ever the 
same, and deals with men upon the same immuta- 
ble principles of truth and righteousness. 


CHAPTER X. 


1. Empty ; many interpreters prefer to render, 
“Juxuriant;” and this agrees best with what fol- 
lows. The altars ; erected to false gods. 
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3 For now they shall say, *We have 
no king, because we feared not the Lorn; 
what then should a king do to us? 

4 They have spoken words, swearing 
falsely in making a covenant: thus judg- 
ment springeth up as hemlock in the fur- 
rows of the field. 

5 The inhabitants of Samaria shall fear 
because of the calves of Beth-aven: for 
the people thereof shall mourn over it, 
and *the priests thereof that rejoiced on 
it, for the glory thereof, because it is 
departed from it. 

6 It shall be also carried unto Assyria 
for a present to king Jareb: Ephraim 
shall receive shame, and Israel shall be 
ashamed of his own ? counsel. 

7 As for Samaria, her king is cut off as 
the foam upon the 7 water. 

8 The high places also of Aven, the 
sine of Israel, shall be destroyed: the 
thorn and the thistle shall come up on 
their altars; and ‘they shall say to the 
mountains, Cover us; and to the hills, 
Fall on us. 

9 O Israel, thou hast sinned from the 
days of Gibeah: there they stood: the 
battle in Gibeah against the children of 
iniquity did not overtake them. 


HOSEA X. 


of Israel reproved. 


10 It zs in my desire that I should 43% 77% 
chastise them; and the people shall be 
gathered against them, when ‘they shall 
bind themselves in their two furrows. 

11 And Ephraim is as a heifer that is 
taught, and loveth to tread out the corn ; 
but I passed over upon Sher fair neck: 
I will make Ephraim to ride; Judah 
shall plough, and Jacob shall break his 
clods. © 

12 Sow to yourselves in righteousness, 
reap in mercy; break up your fallow 
ground: for it zs time to seek the Lorp, 
till he come and rain righteousness upon 
you. 

13 Ye have ploughed wickedness, ye 
have reaped iniquity; ye have eaten the 
fruit of lies: because thou didst trust in 
thy way, in the multitude of thy mighty 
men. 

14 Therefore shall atumult arise among 
thy people, and all thy fortresses shall be 
spoiled, as Shalman spoiled Beth-arbel 
in the day of battle: the mother was 
dashed in pieces upon her children. 

15 So shall Beth-el do unto you be- 
cause of |! your great wickedness: in a 
morning shall the king of Israel utterly 
be cut off. 





achap. 13:11. * Or, Chemarim; 2 Kings, 23:5; Zeph. 1:4. 
b Jer. 2:37. | Heb. face of the water. ¢ 1 Kings, 12:30, d Rev. 
6:16. £ Or, [shall bind them for their two trunsgresstons, or in 


their two habitations. % Heb. the beauty of her neck. || Heb. the 
evil of your evil; Rom. 7:13, 





3. Now they shall say ; be forced by their ca- 
lamities to say. 

4, Judgment—hemilock ; justice in the observ- 
ance of covenants and the administration of law 
is perverted, and thus turned into a poisonous 
weed. Compare Amos 6: 12. 

5. The calves of Beth-aven; literally, “ the 
heifers of Beth-aven;” a contemptuous expression 
for the gods of Jeroboam, of which that at Beth- 
aven was a specimen. Beth-aven is Beth-el. See 
note chap. 4: 19. 

6. It shall be—carried,; the golden calf of Beth- 

Jareb ; see note chap. 5: 13. 

7. Her king ; this seems to be a prophecy of 
the captivity of Hoshea, and the extinction in him 
of the epee ates of Israel. Compare ver. 10. 

8. Aven; Beth-aven; that is, Beth-el. Cover 
us— Fall on us; shelter us from the vengeance of 
God. The people say this when pressed by their 
enemies, with no means of escape. Compare Isa. 
2:19: Luke 23:30; Rev. 6:15, 16; 9:6. The 
most terrible application of these words will be at 
the final judgment. 

9. From the days of Gibeah; see Judges 20. 


el. 


There they stood; the Benjamites stood deter- | h 


mined to defend the children of iniquity, and so 
Ephraim now persists in sin. Judg. 20:12, 13. 
Did not; or, “shall not;” it shall be one of a more 
destructive character. From that battle a remnant 
escaped who perpetuated the tribe, Judges 20: 47, 
and chap. 21; but Israel shall be utterly taken 
away. Chap. 1:6. 

10. When they shall bind—two furrows ; the 
margin is preferable: the “two transgressions” are 
the two calves in Beth-el and Dan. 

11. Loveth to tread; because then she can 
have abundance of food. Deut. 25:4. Passed 
over ure her fair neck; put a yoke upon it, 

00 : 





that she might be subjected to harder service. 
Make Ephraim to ride; the meaning seems to 
be, “I will yoke Ephraim,” namely, to a plough or 
harrow; that is, put him to hard service. 

12. Sow to yourselves; if the people would 
escape the punishment threatened in the preceding 
verse, let them of their own accord sow right- 
eousness, that they might reap mercy. Break up 
your fallow ground; the same as “make you a 
new heart and a new spirit,” Ezek. 18:31. Com- 
pare Jer. 4:3, 4; Matt. 13:4-7. 

14. Shalman ; Shalmaneser. 

15. In a@ morning ; speedily. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. It is commonly the case, that in proportion as 
God multiplies his outward gifts to men, they 
multiply their rebellions against him. This is a 
most painful evidence of the deceitfulness and 
desperate wickedness of the human heart. F 

2. They whose heart is not steadfast in God's 
service will be reckoned among his enemies, and 
perish with them. 

3. When men cast off the fear of God, no earth- 
ly resources can avail tomake them prosperous and 


appy- 

4 Ti. When integrity and truth in the observ- 
ance of compacts have perished from a community, 
and the seat of justice is made the instrument of 
violence and oppression, the measure of its iniquity 
is full, and God's desolating judgments will speedi- 
ly fall upon it, as upon Israel of old. 

12. It is vain to hope for any permanent refor- 
mation which does not begin with thorough humili- 
ation of the heart before God, such as shall prepare it 
to receive with meekness the seed of divine truth. 

13-15. “ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap,” is a principle of God’s government 
which holds good alike m communities and of in- 
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RG t40. CHAPTER XI. 


1 The ingratitude of Israel unto God for his benefits. 
5 His judgment. 8 God’s mercy toward them. 


HEN Israel was a child, then I loved 
him, and *called my son out of 
Egypt. 

2 As they called them, so they went 
from them: they sacrificed unto Baalim, 
and burned incense to graven images. 

3 I *taught Ephraim also to go, taking 
them by their arms; but they knew not 
that I healed them. 

41 drew them with cords of a man, 
with bands of love: and I was to them 
as they that *take off the yoke on their 
jaws, and I laid meat unto them. 

5 Y He shall not return into the land 
of Egypt, © but the Assyrian shall be his 
king, because they refused to return. 

6 And the sword shall abide on his 
cities, and shall consume his branches, 
and devour them, because of their own 
counsels. 

7 And my people are bent to backslid- 
ing from me: though they called them 


HOSEA XI. 


the divine goodness. 


to the Most High, tnone at all would 
exalt him. ‘ 

8 How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? 
how shall I deliver thee, Israel? how 
shall I make thee as Admah? how shall 
I set thee as Zeboim? my heart is turned 
within me, my repentings are kindled 
together. 

9 I will not execute the fierceness of 
mine anger, J will not return to destroy 
Ephraim: dfor I am God, and not man; 
the Holy One in the midst of thee: and 
I will not enter into the city. 

10 They shall walk after the Lorn: he 
shall roar like a lion: when he shall 
roar, then the children shall tremble from 
the west: 

11 They shall tremble as a bird out of 
Egypt, and as a dove out of the land of 
Assyria: and I will place them in their 
houses, saith the Lorp. 

12 Ephraim compasseth me about with 
lies,* and the house of Israel with deceit: 
but Judah yet ruleth with God, and is 
faithful with the # saints. 








b Isa. 46:3. * Heb. li tup, They became 
eb. together they exalted 


a Mat. 2:14; 
tributaries to Salmaneser B.C, 728. ¢ 








dividuals. When the seed is iniquity, the harvest 
must be wrath; nor can the power and wealth of 
any people exempt it from this righteous rule of 


retribution. 
CHAPTER XI. 

1. Called my son out of Egypt; namely, by 
the hand of Moses. What the prophet here says 
of Israel, the visible body of Christ, the evangelist 
Matthew applies to Christ himself; it having been 
the plan of God, that in this respect there should 
be an agreement between the eee! and the Head. 

2. As they called; as the prophets called. 

4. Cords of a man; gentle cords. Compare 
“the rod of men,” 2 Sam. 7: 14. 

5. Shall not return into the land of Egypt ; 
that is, to find a quiet home there under Pharaoh's 
protection, which was what they sought. Chap. 
12:1. They should come under the dominion of 
Assyria, and whether in Egypt or elsewhere, should 
be oppressed and “ wanderers among the nations.” 
Chap. 9:17. Refused to return; to Jehovah. 

8. My repentings ; compare Exod. 32:12, 14; 
Psa. 106:45; Jonah 3:10. 

9. IT will not execute—God, and not man; 
though God will chastise his people, his infinite 
mercy and unchangeable faithfulness to his prom- 
ises will prevent him from utterly destroying them. 
Enter into the city ; as a destroyer, to make an 
utter end of it. The city here represents the whole 


people. 

10. Shall walk after the Lord; this shall be 
after their chastisement, when he again gathers 
them in mercy. Ver. ll. Shall rvar like a 
lion ; “out of Zion,’ Joel 3:16; or, “ from on high,” 
Jer. 25:30. This is his voice of majesty when he 
interposes for his people. The children ; the chil- 
dren of his exiled people. Shall treméle; shall 
come with trembling haste. From the west ; con- 
nect this with the following verse, where it is said 
that they shall come trembling out of Egypt in the 
south, and Assyria in the east; that is, they shall 
come home to their own land from all directions. 

12. Ruleth with God; holds the sovereignty in 
union with God. Inthe days of Hosea this was true 





not. @ Mal. 3:6, e Psa. 73:36. ¢ Or, most holy. 





in a comparative sense, especially under such kings 
as Mesevialt But many render the last clause, 
“and Judah is yet inconstant with God, and with 
the holy faithful One.” Compare chap. 5:5, 10, 
14 Si ddey 13%. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1,2. To our nation, as to ancient Israel, God 
was very gracious in the days of .its childhood, 
when it was weak and dependent, and granted it 
many surprising deliverances. Now that he has 
made us great and strong, he calls us to himself ; 
but how ready are we to depart from him, and to 
put our trust in the work of our own hands rather 
than in his grace. 

3. In the affairs of this world, men do not com- 
monly understand that their success is froin God, 
nor acknowledge his hand in it; and even the 
Christian, in the beginning of his spiritual life, 
does not always know who it is that is healing his 
soul, and leading him into the paths of righteous- 
ness. 

4. The: memory of God's unspeakable goodness 
and tenderness towards us in the days of our spir- 
itual darkness and weakness, ought to keep us very 
humble and very near to his mercy-seat. We can- 
not depart from him without sundering the cords of 
love wherewith he has drawn us to himself. 

7. The constant disposition of Israel to backslide 
from the God who had redeemed him, is a true 
picture of what exists in every believer’s heart, 
except so far as divine grace keeps him steadfast 
with his Redeemer. 

8. God looks with tender compassion upon per- 
ishing sinners, and does not give them up to de- 
struction until he has done all that infinite wisdom 
allows to recall them to himself. 

9-11. God's people deserve no good at his hand: 
should he utterly destroy them, he would deal with 
them according to their desert. A regard to his 
own infinite perfections, and not to their merit, 
moves him to carry forward his unchangeable pur- 

ses of mercy concerning them, until he has fin- 
ished the work of their redemption, and placed them 
in everlasting habitations. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


1 A reproof of Ephraim, Judah, and Jacob. 3 By for- 
mer favors he exhorteth torepentance. 7 Ephraim’s 
sins provoke God. 


PHRAIM feedeth on wind, and fol- 

-loweth after the east wind: he daily 
increaseth lies and desolation; and they 
do make a covenant with the Assyrians, 
and *oil is carried into Egypt. 

2 The Lorp hath also a’ controversy 
with Judah, and will *punish Jacob ac- 
cording to his ways; ‘according to his 
doings will he recompense him. 

3 4 He “took his brother by the heel in 
the womb, and by his strength he thad 
power with *God: 

4 Yea, he had power over the angel, 
and prevailed: he wept, and made sup- 
plication unto him: he found him in 
Beth-el,‘ and there he spake with us; 

5 Even the Lorp God of hosts; the 
Lorp zs his memorial. 

6 Therefore turn thou to thy God: keep 
merey and judgment, and wait on thy 
God continually. 

7 4 Heis +a merchant, the balances of 
deceit are in his hand: he loveth to § op- 
press. 

8 And Ephraim said, Yet I am become 
rich," [ have found me out substance: in 
all!| my labors they shall find none ini- 
quity in me *that were sin. 

9 And [ that am the Lorp thy God from 


HOSEA XIII. 


Judah reproved. 


the land of Egypt will yet make 4,™6"73 
thee to dwell in tabernacles, as in the 
days of the solemn feast. 

10 I ‘have also spoken by the proph- 
ets, and I have multiplied visions, and 
used similitudes, by the t ministry of the 
prophets. 

11 Is there iniquity in Gilead? surely 
they are vanity: they sacrifice bullocks 
in /Gilgal; yea, their altars are as heaps 
in the furrows of the fields. 


12 And Jacob *fled into the country of 


Syria, and Israel served for a wife, and 
for a wife he kept sheep. 

13 And by a prophet the Lorp brought 
Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet 
was he preserved. 

14 Ephraim provoked him to anger 
most# bitterly: therefore shall he leave 
his $blood upon him, and his 'reproach 
shall his Lord return unto him. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


1 Ephraim’s glory, by reason of idolatry, vanisheth. 
5 God’s anger for their unkindness. 9 A promise of 
God’s mercy. 15 A judgment for rebellion. 


V HEN Ephraim spake trembling, he 
/Y exalted himself in Israel; but when 
he offended in Baal, he died. 

2 And now they !!sin ™more and more, 
and have made them molten images of 
their silver, and idols according to their 
own understanding, all of it the work of 





a Isa. 57:9. b Micah 6:2. 


d Gen, 25:26. +t Heb. was a prince, or behaved himself princely. 


* Heb. visit upon. ¢ Gal. 6:7, 8. 


all my labors suffice me not: he shall have punishment of iniquity 
in whom is sin. * Heb. which. i 2 Kings, 17:13,14. f Heb. 





e Gen. 32:24, ete. f Gen. 28:11-19; 35:9-15.  g Ex. 3:15,| hand. ) Amos 5:5. k Gen. ch. 28,29. $ ‘Heb. with bitternesses. 
¢ Or, Canaan; Ezek, 16:3. Or, deceive. h Rev.3:17. || Or, | @ Heb. bloods. 1 Deut. 28:37. || Heb. add tosin, m Isa.1:5. 
oration of this sojourn in the wilderness. Lev. 


CHAPTER XII. 
1. Oil is carried into Egypt; see note chap. 


ot. 

3. Took his brother by the heel ; Gen. 25: 26. 
This was a divinely appointed sign of what had 
been already revealed to Rebekah, that the younger 
should seek and obtain the preéminence over the 
elder. Gen. 25:23. The prophet mentions it here, 
as also his wrestling and prevailing with the angel, 
to illustrate God’s unmerited favor to Israel above 
Esau, Mal. 1:2, Rom. 9: 11-16, and as a motive 
to grateful obedience. Thus the way is prepared 
for the exhortation in ver. 6. Had power with 
God ; for the angel with whom he wrestled was 
God. See the narrative, Gen. 32: 24-30. 

4. Wept—made supplication ; this, though not 
stated, is fairly implied in the narrative, especially 
in the prayer recorded Gen. 32:9-12. He found 
him in Beth-el ; God found Jacob, Gen. 28: 10- 
22; another and an earlier instance of (rod’s unde- 
served favor. He spake with us; God spoke 
with the Israelites in speaking to Jacob, for the 
promises made to him were made to all his pos- 
terity. 

7. Heis a merchant ; Ephraim is likened toa 
merchant who is intent on dishonest gain. 

8. IT am become—that were sin; he deludes 
himself with the idea that nothing deserving of 
punishment can be found in his dealings with 
others. 

9. As in the days of the—feast ; namely, the 
feast of ry ae which was kept in commem- 
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23 : 39-43. 

11. In Gilead; see chap. 6:8. As heaps; as 
numerous as stone-heaps. 

12. Jacob fled—served ; in this and the follow- 
ing verse, the people are reminded of God’s good- 
ness to their fathers in the time of their feebleness 
and distress. 

14. Leave his blood upon him; leave his 
bloodguiltiness to rest upon him without expiation. 
His reproach ; namely, with which he has re- 
proached his Maker by forsaking him and worship- 
ping idols. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. All our efforts to obtain help and deliverance 
from our fellow-men while we persevere in wicked- 
ness and apostasy from God, are but feeding on the 
wind, and must end in shame and ruin. 

4-6. The remembrance of past deliverances ob- 
tained from God through earnest intercession, 
should encourage us to seek help from him in pres- 
ent trials, by repentance, humiliation, and hearty 
obedience. 

7, 8. The exceeding deceitfulness of sin is espe- 
cially manifest in the fact that while men are in 
the very act of amassing wealth by deceit and op- 
pression, they find ways to justify themselves, and 
boast that none can convict them of iniquity. 

9-14. If we fail to profit by either the remem- 
brance of God’s goodness to us, or by all the mul- 
tiplied means which he employs for our reforma- 
tion, he will make us feel the severity of his judg- 
ments. 
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Threatenings 


Loa” the craftsmen: they say of them, 


Let the *men that sacrifice *kiss the calves. 

3 Therefore they shall be as the morn- 
ing cloud, and as the early dew that pass- 
eth away, as the "chaff that is driven 
with the whirlwind out of the floor, and 
as the smoke out of the chimney. 

4 Yet I am the Lorp thy God from the 
land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no 
god but me: for there is no savior be- 
side me. 

5 ¥ I did know thee in the wilderness, 
in the land of ¢ great °drought. 

6 According to their pasture, so were 
they filled; they were filled, and their 
heart was exalted; therefore have they 
forgotten me. 

7 Therefore I will be unto them as a 
lion: as a leopard by the way will I ob- 
serve them: 

8 I will meet them as a bear that is 
bereaved of her whelps, and will rend the 
caul of their heart, and there will I de- 
vour them like a lion: the + wild beast 
shall tear them. 

9 ¥ O Israel, thou hast destroyed thy- 
self; but in me Sis thy help. 

10 [! will be thy king: where zs any 
other that may save thee in all thy cities ? 





* Or, sacrifices of men. al Rings. 19:18. b Dan.2.35. ¢ Heb 
droujhts. ¢ Psa.63:1. $ Heb. beast of the field. % Heb. in thy 
|| Or, Where ts thy king? King Hoshea being then in prison 


HOSEA XIII. 


and mercy. 


and thy judges of whom thou saidst, Give 
me a king and princes ? 

11 I ¢gave thee a king in mine anger, 
and took him °away in my wrath. 

12 The iniquity of Ephraim zs bound 
up; his sin és hid. 

13 The sorrows of a travailing wom- 
an shall come upon him: he ts an un- 
wise son; for he should not stay *long 
in the place of the breaking forth of chil- 
dren. 

14 I fwill ransom them from the 
powert of the grave; I will redeem 
them from death: O death, I will be 
thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy de- 
struction: repentance shall be hid from 
mine eyes. 

15 4] Though he be fruitful among his 
brethren, an east wind shall come, the 
wind of the Lorp shall come up from the 
wilderness, and his spring shall become 
dry, and his fountain shall be dried up: 
he shall spoil the treasure of all + pleas- 
ant vessels. 

16 Samaria &shall become desolate ; for 
she hath rebelled against her God: they 
shall fall by the sword: their infants 
shall be dashed in pieces, and their wom- 
en with child shall be ripped up. 





2 Kings, 17: 4. d 1 Sam. 8:7... e 1 Sam. 31 ; 2-4 
f Isa. 25:8. $ Heb. hand. $ Heb. vessels of desire. 
BiG. 7215-2 Kings, 7:6: 


Het. a time. 
& Fulfilled 





CHAPTER XIII. 


10. Of whom thou saidst ; in the spirit of un- 
belief and worldly confidence, the people originally 
demanded a king; see the narrative, 1 Sam. 8:5, 
19, 20. The ten tribes afterwards repeated the 
same sin in rejecting the family of David, and set- 
ting over themselves Jeroboam. The prophet now 
asks, Of what avail has this been to you? 

1l. Gave—in mine anger ; in the case of both 
Saul and Jeroboam, God, in his displeasure, allow- 
ed the people to follow their own counsels. Took— 
tn my wrath ; for this was connected with the 
destruction of the kingdom of Israel, and the cap- 
tivity of the people. 

12. Bound up—hid; sealed up and reserved 
for the day of punishment. 

13. The sorrows of a travatling woman ; 
the sufferings by which God’s covenant people are 
to be regenerated. An wnwise son; by a change 
of figure, the people that have just been compared 
with the mother are now compared with the child. 
For—the place; rather, “for he does not timely 
come to the place;” that is, by delaying repent- 
ance, he prolongs and increases the period of na- 
tional anguish. 

14. I will ransom—thy destruction; the 
Spirit of inspiration passes, after the usual manner 
of prophecy, from the threatened infliction to its 
glorious results in the future. This promise has a 

rogressive fulfilment to the true Israel in its whole 
Napert to the final resurrection. Compare the use 
made of it, 1 Cor. 15:55. Repentance shall be 
hid from mine eyes; my purpose to destroy death 
and the grave is unchangeable. 

15. An east wind ; which in those regions has 
a parching and withering effect. Ezek. 17:10; 
19:12; Jonah 4:8. The prophet now returns to 





the threatened vengeance of Jehovah upon Ephra- 
im and Samaria. 

16. Samaria—ripped up ; this awful threaten- 
ing was fulfilled upon Samaria within less than 
five years, when Shalmaneser took Samaria. See 
2 Kings, 17: 6, and note chap. 1:1. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The holy fear of God is the way of exalta- 
tion for both nations and individuals, while pre- 
sumptuous transgression ends in speedy destruc- 
tion. 

4-8. When men proceed from one degree of sin 
to another, regardless alike of God's past favors or 
his present gifts, he will at last meet them “as a 
bear that Ay EE of her whelps,” and they will 
neither be able to escape nor to endure his awful 
vengeance. 

9,10. The indispensable preparation for a true 
return to God, is the conviction that we have de- 
stroyed ourselves by our iniquity, and that God 
alone can help us. Chap. 14:1. 

11. With the perverse and rebellious, God is 
angry when he gives and when he takes away the 
objects of their desire, and both modes of dealing 
become to them occasions of increased wickedness 
and misery. 

12. We may forget or deny our iniquity, but it is 
bound up in the book of God’s remembrance, and 
at the day of judgment we must meet it and 
answer to the dread record. 

14-16. The awful visitations of God’s wrath 
which destroy the wicked from among his people, 
purify the righteous. Thus the church on secik is 
steadily carried forward towards the day of her 


{universal triumph over Satan’s kingdom, and her 


true members are prepared for a complete and 
everlasting victory over sin and death “at the res- 
urrection of the just.” 
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An exhortation 


CHAPTER XIV. 
14 An exhortation to repentance.’ 4 A promise of God’s 
blessing. 


ISRAEL, return unto the Lorp thy 
God; for thou hast fallen by thine 
iniquity. 

2 Take with you words, and turn to the 
Lorp: say unto him, Take away all ini- 
quity, and *receive us graciously: so will 
we render the *calves of our lips. 

3 Asshur shall not save us; we will 
not ride upon horses: neither will we 
say any more to the work of our hands, 
Ye are our gods: for in thee the father- 
less findeth mercy. 

4 I will heal their backsliding, I will 
love them freely: for mine anger is turned 
away from him. 

5 I will be as the dew unto Israel: he 


JOEL I. 





to repentance. 


shall t grow as the lily, and # cast 4,%3%% 
forth his roots as Lebanon. 

6 His branches shall ‘spread, and his 
beauty shall be as the olive-tree, and his 
smell as Lebanon. 

7 They that dwell under his >shadow 
shall return; they shall revive as the 
corn, and |! grow as the vine: the *scent 
thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. 

8 Ephraim shall say, What have I to do 
any more with idols? I have heard him, 
and observed him: I am like a green fir- 
tree. From me is thy fruit found. 

9 Who is wise, and he shall understand 
these things? prudent, and he shall know 
them? for the ways of the Lorp are right, 
and the just shall walk in them: but the 
transgressors shall fall therein. 





JOEL. 





CHAPTER I. 


1 Joel, declaring sundry judgments of God, exhorteth 
to observe them, 8 and to mourn. 14 He prescribeth 
a fast for complaint. 


HE word of the Lorp that came to 
Joel the son of Pethuel. 


2 Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, 
all ye inhabitants of the land. Hath this 
been in your days, or even in the days 
of your fathers ? 

3 Tell ye your children of it, and let 





* Or, give good. a Heb. 13:5. + Or, blossom. +f Heb. strike. 


4 Heb. go. b Cant. 2:3. || Or, blossom. * Or, memortul. 





CHAPTER XIV. 

The prophet closes his message with a gracious 
invitation to repentance, and a glorious promise of 
the future sanctification and enlargement of God's 
people. 

2. The calves of our lips; “the sacrifice of 
praise ;” that is, “the fruit of our lips,” Heb. 13:15. 
The version of the Seventy has in Hosea, “the 
fruit of our lips,” which the apostle follows. 

3. Will not ride upon horses; making them 
our confidence. Compare Isa. 31:1, 2. 

7. Under his shadow; under Israel's shadow. 
The people of God, in their new state of holiness 
and prosperity, are compared to a spreading tree, 
which furnishes shelter and shade. Compare Ezek. 
Lies 31 Os Dan aide. 

8. I have heard him; 1 Jehovah have heard 
his supplications. And observed him; more lit- 
erally, “will observe him;” that is, watch over 
him. Like a green fir-tree; I will give Israel 
protection like an evergreen fir, or cypress; but as 
this tree furnishes only shade, God adds that from 
him Ephraim shall find fruit also. 

9. These things; the whole course of God’s deal- 
ings with men. The ways of the Lord; both his 
requirements of men and his dealings with them. 
Shall walk in them ; in safety and prosperity. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1, 2. God is infinitely gracious, and only waits for 
our return to him by hearty confession and repent- 
ance, to have mercy upon us and save us from the 
ruin into which we have fallen by our iniquity. 

3. The renunciation of all false confidences pre- 
pares the way for true faith in God. 

4, The return of backsliders to God is itself a 
fruit of the operation of his Spirit, and he will own 
it by immediate and free forgiveness. : 
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o-7. The blessing of God gives prosperity of 
every kind. It makes nations and families strong 
and happy; it fills the visible church with the fruits 
of righteousness, and makes her glorious and hon- 
orable in the eyes of the world; it brings to the 
soul of the believer light, gladness, victory over 
sin, and preparation for the inheritance of the saints 
in light. This is the blessing which our countr 
needs, which all the churches of Christ need, set | 
every one of us needs. Without it we must be 
poor and miserable; with it we shal! be rich for 
time and eternity. 

8. The moment we heartily renounce our idols, 
God becomes to us an all-sufficient helper, and 
from his infinite fulness we receive whatever we 
need for soul or for body, for time or for eternity. 

9. The tokens of God’s presence and supreme 
control in human affairs are so many and so mani- 
fest, that nothing but the blindness of sin can pre- 
vent our seeing them. The ways of his providence 
and those which he has prescribed to men, are alike 
righteous; they are the salvation of the just, and 
the destruction of transgressors. 


CHAPTER I. 


1. Joel ; he was evidently a native of Judea, and 
his prophecy has respect entirely to that kingdom. 
The occasion is a grievous devastation of the land 
by locusts. In view of this, he calls the people to 
repentance, and threatens a still more terrible visi- 
tation, chap. 1:15; which he describes at length 
in the second chapter, ver. 1-27. The remainder 
of the book is occupied, after the manner of the 
prophets, with prophecies relating to the distant 
future. He doubtless wrote before the 0 BO 
invasion recorded 2 Kings, 18: 13, ete.; probably 
in the reign of Uzziah. 











Judgments of God. 


petae* your children tell their children, 


and their children another generation. 

4 That* which the *palmerworm hath 
left hath the locust eaten; and that which 
the locust hath left hath the cankerworm 
eaten; and that which the cankerworm 
hath left hath the caterpillar eaten. 

5 Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and 
howl, all ye drinkers of wine, because 
of the new wine; for ‘it is cut off from 
your mouth. 

6 For 4a nation is come up upon my 
land, strong, and without number, whose 
teeth® are the teeth of a lion, and he hath 
the cheek teeth of a great lion. 

7 He hath ‘laid my vine waste, and 


barkedt my fig-tree: he hath made it. 


clean bare, and castil away ; the branches 
thereof are made white. 

8 { Lament like a virgin girded with 
sackcloth for the husband of her youth. 

9 The meat-offering and the drink-offer- 
ing is cut off from the house of the Lorp; 
the priests, the Lorp’s ministers, mourn. 

10 The field is wasted, the land mourn- 
eth; for the corn is wasted: the new 
wine is #dried up, the oil languisheth. 

11 Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen ; 
howl, O ye vinedressers, for the wheat 
and for the barley ; because the harvest 
of the field is perished. 

12 The vine is dried up, and the § fig-tree 
languisheth; the pomegranate-tree, the 
palm-tree also, and the apple-tree, even 
all the trees of the field, are withered : 
because "joy is withered away from the 
sons of men. 

13 Gird ‘yourselves, and lament, ye 
priests: howl, ye ministers of the altar: 
come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye min- 


JOEL Il. 


A fast proclaimed. 


isters of my God: for the meat-offering 
and the drink-offering is withholden from 
the house of your God. 

14 J Sanctify ye a: fast, call a Ssolemn 
assembly, gather the elders and all the in- 
habitants of the land into the house of the 
Lorp your God, and ery unto the Lorp, 

15 Alas *for the day! for 'the day of 
the Lorp is at hand, and as a destruction 
from the Almighty shall it come. 

16 Is not the meat cut off before our 
eyes, yea, "joy and gladness from the 
house of our God? 

17 The !seed is rotten under their clods, 
the garners are laid desolate, the barns are 
broken down; for the corn is withered. 

18 How do the ® beasts groan! the herds 
of cattle are perplexed, because they have 
no pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep are 
made desolate. 

19 O Lorp, to thee will I°ery: for the 
fire? hath devoured the *pastures of the 
wilderness, and the flame hath burned 
all the trees of the field. 

20 The beasts of the field Iery also unto 
thee: for the ‘rivers of waters are dried 
up, and the fire hath devoured the pas- 
tures of the wilderness. 


CHAPTER IT. 

1 He showeth unto Zion the terribleness of God’s judg- 
ment. 12 He exhorteth to repentance, 14 prescrib- 
eth a fast, 13 promiseth a blessing thereon. 21 He 
comforteth Zion with present, 23 and future blessings. 


LOW ye the ttrumpet in Zion, and 
sound an alarm in my *holy moun- 
tain: let all the inhabitants of the land 
tremble: for the ‘day of the Lorp com- 
eth, for zt 7s nigh at hand; 
2 A day of "darkness and of gloominess, 
a day of clouds and of thick darkness, 





b Deut. 


* Heb. The residue of the palmerworm. rts 
sa, 


28:38. ¢ Isa, 32:10. d chap. 2:2, II. 
5:6. + Heb. laid my fig tree for a barking. t Or, ashamed ; ver 
12. g Hab.3:17,13, b Isa.24:11.-i Jer 4°8. j chap 2:15, 
16; 2 Chron. 20:3, 4. @ Or, day of restraint; Neh.8:18. k Jer. 


a chap. 2: 25, 
e Rev. 9: 7-10. 





30:7. 1 Isa. 13:6,9. m Psa 43:4. || Heb. grains.» Hosea 


4:3, © Psa, 60:15; Luke 18:1-7. Pp Jer.9:10.  * Or, habita 
tions, q Psa, 104:21. Fr 1 Kings, 18:5. j Or, cornet. 8 Num. 
10:5,9. ¢ chap. 1:15; Zeph. 1:14, 15, @ Amos 5:18, 20, 





4. Palmerworm—caterpillar; these seem to 
have been four kinds of locust, but the exact dif- 
ference between them cannot be determined. 

6. A nation ; compare Proy. 30: 27. 

15. Is at hand ; the present visitation is but an 
earnest of more terrible judgments, which can be 
averted only by repentance. 

17. Rotten wnder their clods; from extreme 
dryness. In seasons of drought, locusts are most 
destructive. 

19. The fire—the flame; spoken figuratively 
of the scorching rays of the sun in a season of ex- 
‘treme drought. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. The dealings of God with his people in one 
age contain lessons of instruction for all succeeding 
ages, and the memory of them should be carefully 
perpetuated. , 

4-12. God's resources to chastise men are unlim- 
ited; he can send upon them one calamity after 
another, which no human wisdom or foresight 
shall be able to avert or remedy, till joy is depart- 
ed, and despair and misery are universal. 





13, 14. The design of public calamities is to 
humble nations before God in view of their sins: 
they should be acknowledged by public as well as 
private fastings and prayer, and the removal of 
them sought by hearty confession and repentance. 

15-20. We are prone to forget God's goodness in 
bestowing upon us fruitful seasons: the withhold- 
ing of this great blessing is well adapted to make 
us feel more deeply our dependence upon him, and 
to prize more highly the gift when he is pleased to 
restore it. 


CHAPTER II. 


Some commentators suppose that this chapter 
redicts an invasion of enemies under the figure of 
ocusts, compare Isa. 7: 19 and Rev. 9: 3-11; while 

others suppose that future devastations of locusts 
are foretold, but in language designed to intimate 
that my are the forerunners of more terrible deso- 
lations from foreign nations. See ver. 17, 20. 

2. As the morning spread upon the moun- 
tains ; the calamity spreads itself with the rapidi- 
ty of the morning dawn. 
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Still sorer judgments 


as the morning spread upon the moun- 
tains: a great people and a*strong; there 
hath not been ever the "like, neither 
shall be any more after it, even to the 
years of *many generations. 

3 A fire devoureth before them; and 
behind them a flame burneth: the land zs 
as the garden of ° Eden before them, and 
behind‘ them a desolate wilderness; yea, 
and nothing shall escape them. 

4 The appearance of them is as the 
appearance of horses; and as horsemen, 
so shall they run. 

5 Like the noise of chariots on the tops 
of mountains shall they leap, like the noise 
of a flame of fire that devoureth the stub- 
ble, as a strong people set in battle array. 

6 Before their face the people -shall 
be much pained: all faces shall gather 
blackness.t ° 

7 They shall run like mighty men; they 
shall climb the wall like men of war; and 
they shall march every one on his ways, 
and they shall not break their ranks: 

8 Neither shall one thrust another; 
they shall walk every one in his path: 
and when they fall upon the #sword, 
they shall not be wounded. 

9 They shall run to and fro in the city ; 
they shall run upon the wall, they shall 
climb up upon the houses; they shall 
enter in at the ‘windows like a ®& thief. 

10 The *earth shall quake before them; 
the heavens shall tremble: the 'sun and 
the moon shall be dark, and the stars 
shall withdraw their shining: 

11 And the Lorp shall utter his voice 
before his army: for his camp ts very 
great; for he zs strong that executeth his 
word: for the day of the Lorp is great 
and very terrible, andi who can abide it? 


JOEL Il. 


call for repentance. 


12 YJ Therefore also now, saith *,™,% 
the Lorn, ‘turn ye even to me with all 
your heart, and with fasting, and with 
weeping, and with mourning: 

13 And'rend your heart, and not your 
garments, and turn unto the Lorp your 
God: for ™he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and of great kindness, and 
repenteth him of the evil. 

14 Who"knoweth zf he will return and 
repent, and leave a blessing behind him; 
even a ° meat-offering and a drink-offer- 
ing unto the Lorp your God 2? 

15 ¥ Blow the P trumpet in Zion, sanc- 
tify a fast, call a solemn assembly: 

16 Gather the people, sanctify the con- 
gregation, assemble the elders, 4gather 
the children, and those that suck the 
breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of 
his chamber, and the bride out of her 
closet. 

17 Let the priests, the ministers of the 
Lorp, weep between the porch and the 
altar, and let them say, "Spare thy peo- 
ple, O Lorn, and give not thy heritage 
to reproach, that the heathen should frule 
over them: wherefore should ‘they say 
among the people, Where is their God ? 

18 4 Then will the Lorn be tjealous 
for his land, and "pity his people. 

19 Yea, the Lorp will answer and say 
unto his people, Behold, I will send you 
corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall 
be satisfied therewith: and I will no 
more make you a reproach among the 
heathen: 

20 But I will remove far off from you 
the northern army, and will drive him 
into a land barren and desolate, with 
his face toward the east sea, and his 
hinder part toward the utmost sea, and 





a chap. 1:6. b Ex. 10.14. * Heb. generation and generation. 
e Isa. 51:3. d Zech. 7:14. t Heb. heat, glow. e Jer.8:21; Lam.4:8; 
Nah.2:10. ¢Or,dart. f Jer.9:21. g John 10:1. h Psa. 18:7. 


ilsa. 13:10; Ezek, 32:7. j Mal.3:2; Rev.6:17. k Lam.3: 40,41; | 1 


Hosea 12:6; 14:1. 1 Psa. 34:18; Isa. 66:2. m Psa. 86:5, 15. 
nu 2 Kings, 19:4. ochap.1:9, pver.1. q 2 Chron. 20:13. r Ex. 
32:1i1,12, 4 Or, use a by word against. 8 Micah 7:10. t Zech. 
:14. u Deut. 32:36. 





3. A fire devoureth—nothing shall escape 
them ; locusts, when very numerous, devour every 
green thing; for this reason their course is com- 
pared to that of a devouring flame. 

4-9. The appearance of them—like a thief ; 
a most striking description of the progress of a 
swarm of locusts. As the appearance of horses; 
many writers have noticed the generalresemblance 
of the locust’s head to that of the horse, yet the 
point of comparison here seems to be that of their 
swiftness. They fly in immense clouds, darkening 
the air by their multitudes, moving straight for- 
ward in the direction of the wind, and pouring into 
windows and doors like hail. Neither walls, nor 
fires, nor human weapons of any kind can arrest 
their progress. When they have alighted they also 
move directly forward, the hinder parts of the 
swarm continually rising and flying to the front; 
and the sound which they give forth in their work 
of devastation may well be compared to the crack- 
ling of flames. 

10. The earth shall quake—the stars shall 
withd, as" eer shining; acommon figure among 

0 





the Hebrews to express the approach of great ca- 
lamity. See note Nee: 13:10. 

16. The people—the bride ; as this visitation 
extends to all classes, all classes must appear be- 
fore God in solemn fasting and humiliation. 

17. The priests; to whom it belonged to make 
intercession with God for his people. Between the 
porch and the altar ; the altar of burnt-offering 
1s meant, which stood in the court of the priests 
directly in front of the porch of the temple. That 
the heathen should rule over them; see ver. 20. 

20. The northern army ; this is best explain- 
ed of the Assyrian host represented under the fig- 
ure of a swarm of locusts. The Assyrians, as well 
as the Chaldeans, invaded Palestine hae the north, 
Jer. 1:14; 4:6; 6:1; while real locusts came 
from the desert region south and east. Wzeth his 
face; his front. Toward the east sea; that is, 
carried toward the east sea, which is the Dead sea. 
The utmost sea; the hinder sea, that is, the 
Mediterranean. The meaning is, I will drive this 
swarm into desert regions, yet so that its front part 
shall be carried into the Dead sea, and its rear into 
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Blessings promised. 


A. M.2204 his stink shall come up, and his 


ill savor shall come up, because he hath 
done* great things. 

21 Y Fear not, O land; be glad and re- 
joice: for the *Lorp will do great things. 

22 Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: 
for the pastures of the wilderness do spring, 
for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig-tree 
and the vine do yield their strength. 

23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, 
and ’rejoice in the Lorp your God: for 
he hath given yout the former rain + mod- 
erately, and he will cause to come down 
for you the rain, the former rain, and the 
latter rain in the first month. 

24 And the floors shall be full of wheat, 
and the fats shall overflow with wine 
and oil. 

25 And I will restore to you the years 
that the locust hath eaten, the canker- 
worm, and the caterpillar, and the palm- 
er-worm, my great ‘army which I sent 
among you. : 

26 And ye shall eat in plenty, and be 
satisfied, and praise the name of the Lorp 
your God, that hath dealt wondrously 

* Heb. mugnified todo. @ Pasa. 126:1-3._ b Isa. 41:16; Zech. 


10:7. t Or, a teacher of righteousness. $ Heb. according to right- 
eousness. cer. il. 4 Zeph. 3:11. f Jolin 








e Acts 2: 16,21. 


JOEL TT. 


Gift of the Spirit. 


with you: and ‘my people shall never 
be ashamed. 

27 And ye shall know that I am in the 
midst of Israel, and that I am the Lorp 
your God, and none else: and my people 
shall never be ashamed. 

28 Y And ‘it shall come to pass after- 
ward, that I will pour out my ‘Spirituponall 
flesh ; and your sons and your’ daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, your young men shall see visions: 

29 And also upon the "servants and 
upon the handmaids in those days will I 
pour out my Spirit. 

30 And | will show 'wonders in the 
heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, 
and pillars of smoke. 

31 The sunshall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood, before the great 
and the terrible day of the Lorp come. 

32 And it shall come to pass, thats who- 
soever shall call on the name of the Lorp 
shall be delivered: for in mount Zion 
and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, 
as the Lorp hath said, and in the *rem- 
nant whom the Lorp shall eall. 


g Acts21.9. b 1 Cor, 12-13. 
k Rom, 11.5,7 








7:39. i Mat 24.29 j Rom. 


10. 11-13, 





the Mediterranean. To the Hebrew the east was 
front, and the west rear. The Assyrians being 
compared to locusts, they are represented as perish- 
ing after the manner of locusts. See Ex. 10:19. 
This prophecy was fulfilled in the destruction of 
Sennacherib’s host, 2 Kings, 19:35; yet this is to 
be regarded as only one example of the vengeance 
which God will inflict upon all the enemies of his 
people when they seek him by hearty repentance. 
Hus stink shall come up; when swarms of lo- 
custs perish by drowning or otherwise, their stench 
is exceedingly offensive. Hath done great things; 
acted ina haughty and blasphemous way, 2 Kings, 
18 : 32-35, compared with eae 19: 6. 

28. Afterward ; the same as “in the last days,” 
Isa. 2:2; an indefinite expression for the distant 
future. See the apostle Peter's explanation, Acts 
o: 1%. 

30. I will show wonders; this glorious out- 
pouring of God's Spirit is to be accompanied with, 
terrible judgments upon his incorrigible enemies, 
of which these wonders are the harbingers. Luke 
21:11. So far as they relate to the destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Romans, they are mainly figura- 
tive. See note Isa. 13:10. Another terrible ful- 
filment of them is in reserve for the future. Com- 
pare Rev. 16: 17-21. 

32. Shall be delivered ; in “the great and ter- 
rible day of the Lord,” when Jerusalem was over- 
thrown by the Romans, all the Jews who believed 
in Christ were delivered; and this was a symbol of 
the higher spiritual salvation which he will bestow 
in the last day upon all who put their trust in him. 
In the remnant ; the “remnant according to the 
election of grace.” Rom. 11:5. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-11. To those who persevere in sin, God's milder 
judgments will be but the harbingers of others more 
terrible, by which they will be utterly destroyed. 

12, 13. The outward signs of fasting avail noth- 
ing without a broken spirit. It is the inward hu- 
miliation of soul which God desires, and when we 





thus humble ourselves he will graciously listen to 
our petitions, and in due time withdraw from us 
his chastising hand. ; 

15-17. Calamities which extend to all classes of 
the community, should be publicly acknowledged 
by all before God. On such occasions it is suitable 
that rulers set apart days of fasting and prayer ; 
and it belongs to the ministers of religion to lead 
the people in their supplications, and with all 
plainness of speech set before them their sins, and 
exhort them to hearty repentance. 

18-20. In the case of nations as well as of in- 
dividuals, God waits for sincere repentance, that he 
inay remove from them his judgments. If the 
people of these United States were more ready to 
acknowledge God’s hand in their troubles, and seek 
deliverance from them by a return to him in the 
way of his appointment, they would have more 
abundant experience of his readiness to forgive, and 
his almighty power to help and save in every diffi- 
culty. 

21-27. Whatever may be the fate of particular 
nations that have been reckoned as Christian, the 
true church of God will survive all revolutions and 
convulsions, and praise the name of the Lord her 
(sod for his wondrous goodness to her. She is 
heir to the blessings promised to Abraham, and 
shall never be put to shame. 

28, 29. The glorious promise of the Holy Spirit 
“upon.all flesh,’ given iy the prophet Joel, began 
to be fulfilled on the day of Pentecost. This is 
Christ’s ascension-gift to his church, John 16:7, 
and it shall continue with her to the end of the 
world, Isa. 59:21, making her perpetuation from 
age to age, and her final triumph over the kingdom 
of Satan, as sure as the word of Jehovah. 

30-32. Great mercies to God’s church have ever 
been connected with terrible judgments upon the 
false and hypocritical among her visible members. 
Thus the chatf has been separated from the wheat, 
and both have gone to their appointed place. Mal. 
3:3-5; Mat. 3: 12. 
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Judgments of God 
CHAPTER III. 


1 God's judgments against the enemies of his people. 
9 God will be known in his judgment, 18 His bless- 
ing upon the church. 

OR, behold, in those days, and in that 
time, when | shall bring again the 
captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, 

21 will also gather all nations, and 
will bring them down into the valley of 
Jehoshaphat, and will ®plead with them 
there for my people and for my heritage 
Israel, whom they have scattered among 
the nations, and parted my land. 

3 And they have cast‘lots for my people; 
and have givena boy fora harlot, and sold 
a girl for wine, that they might drink. 

4 Yea, and what have ye to do with 
me, O Tyre, and Zidon, and all the coasts 
of Palestine? Will ye render me a rec- 
ompense? and if ye recompense me, 
swiftly and speedily will I return your 
recompense upon your own head ; 

5 Because ye have ‘taken my silver 
and my gold, and have earried into your 
temples my goodly *pleasant things: 

6 The children also of Judah and the 
children of Jerusalem have ye sold unto 
the tGrecians, that ye might remove them 
far from their border. 

7 Behold, ¢l will raise them out of the 
place whither ye have sold them, and 
will return your recompense upon your 
own head: 

8 And I will sell your sons and your 
daughters into the hand of the children 
of Judah, and they shall sell them to the 
Sabeans, to a people far off: for the Lorp 
hath spoken it. 

9 4 -Proclaim ye this among the Gen- 


JOEL ITI. 


upon his people's foes, 


tiles; # Prepare war, wake up the ,%.°ab 


mighty men, let all the men of war draw 
near; let them come up: ' 

10 Beat your ploughshares into swords, 
and your § pruning-hooks into spears ; let 
the weak say, I am strong. 

11 Assemble yourselves, and come, all 
ye heathen, and gather yourselves to- 
gether round about: thither | cause thy 
mighty ones to come down, O Lorp. 

12 Let the heathen be wakened, and. 
come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: 
for there will I sit to "judge all the hea- 
then round about. ; 

13 Put 'ye in the sickle, for the har- 
vest is ripe: come, get you down; for 
the press is full, the fats overflow; for 
their wickedness is great. 

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley 
of *decision: for the day of the Lorp is 
near in the valley of decision. 

15 The sun and the moon shall be dark- 
ened, and the stars shall withdraw their 
shining. 

16 The Lorp also shall) roar out of Zion, 
and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and 
the * heavens and the earth shall shake: 
but'the Lorp will be the thope of his people, 
and the strength of the children of Israel. 

17 So shall ye know that I am the Lorp 
your God “dwelling in Zion, my holy 
mountain: then shall Jerusalem be tholy, 
and there shall no "strangers pass through 
her any more. 

18 § And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that the °mountains shall drop down 
hew wine, and the hills shall flow with 
milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall 
flow $ with P waters, and a fountain shall 





b Isa. :6A-16. ¢ Nal. 3:10. d Dan. 6:2;.3. 
Dan. 11:38  f Heb. sons of the Greewns. 


a Zech. 14:2-4. 
* Heb. desirable ; 


e Isa, 43:5; Jer. 23:8 $¢ Heb. Sanclify. % Or, scythes. || Or, 
the LORD shall bringdown. f Psa. 103:20.  g ver, 2. Mic. 
4:3. i Rev. 14:15, 18.  * Or, conersion, cr threshing. ) Jer 


25:30, 31. k Hag.2:6. 1 Psa. 4f:1,etce. { Heb. placeofrepair, 
or harbor, m ver 21. $ Heb. holiness. n Isa, 35:3,9; Nahum 
1:15; Zech, 14:21; Rev, 21:27. o AmosY¥:13. 4 Heb. gu. 
p Ilsa. 30;25; Ezek. 47:2, etc. ; Zech. 14:8; Rev. 22:1. 7 





CHAPTER III. 

The prophecies of this chapter relate to “the 
last days,” but with glances at the conflict of God’s 
people with their enemies in the prophet’s time, 
ver. 2-8. The restoration of the Jews to their own 
land which it predicts, must include also the gath- 
ering into God’s church of “ the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles,’ who become, by faith in Christ, “ Abraham's 
seed, and heirs according to the promise.” Rom. 
PH elesios tral. 320. 

2. The valley of Jehoshaphat; that is, “the 
valley of Jehovah’s judgment,’ because there he 
judges “all nations; with perhaps an allusion to 
the valley in which king Jehoshaphat assembled 
his army after his victory over Ammon, Moab, and 
Edom. 2 Chron. 20:26. That the valley of Ke- 
dron, between Jerusalem and the mount of Olives, 
is meant, we have no reason to believe. In Joel's 
day, it had not yet received the additional name of 
“valley of Jehoshaphat,” which it now bears. 

3. Cast lots for my people; divided them 
among themselves by lot, Obad. 11. God’s purpose 
to restore the captivity of his people in the latter 
day, ver. 1S os sure pledge that their present ene- 


mies and oppressors shall be punished. Hence 
the prophet naturally returns from the future to the 
present. Fora harlot ; that is, as her hire. 

4. What have ye to do with me? that is, with 
my people. What right have ye to plunder, op- 
press, and enslave them? Palestine; that is, 
Philistia. So Ex. 15:14; Isa. 14:29, 31. 

6. Unto the Grecians ; literally, “the sons of 
the Javanites,” who traded in “the persons of 
men.” Ezek. 27: 13. 

8. The Sabeans; a people of Arabia. The ene- 
mies of God’s people in Joel's day represent, in both 
their guilt and punishment, all the enemies of his 
church in future ages. 

9. Prepare war ; this is the last great conflict, 
in which the enemies of (tod’s people are to be 
finally overthrown. Compare Rev. 19: 19. 

13. Put ye tu the sickle; « harvest of divine 
vengeance is described. Rev. 14:15, 18. : 

14. Decision ; that is, God’s decision of the 
cause in favor of his people. 

18. New wine—milk ; after this conflict comes 
a period of peace and abundance. A fountain ; 





see note Ezek. 47: 1-12. The valley of Shittim; 
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Syria and the 


i ~ M. goo come forth of the house of the Lorn, 


and shall water the valley of Shittim. 

19 Egypt shall be a desolation, and 
Edom shall be a desolate wilderness, for 
the violence against the children of Ju- 
dah, because they have shed innocent 
blood in their land. 


AMOS I. 





Philistines threatened. 


26 But Judah shall *dwell for *ever, 
and Jerusalem from generation to gener-- 
ation. 

21 For I will °cleanse their blood that 
I have not cleansed: f for the *Lorp 
dwelleth in Zion. 





AMOS. 


CHAPTER I. 


Amos showeth God’s judgment upon Syria, 6 upon 
the Philistines, 9 upon Tyrus, 11 upon Edom, 13 
and upon Ammon. 

HE words of Amos, who was among 

the *herdmen of *Tekoa, which he 
saw concerning Israel in the ‘days of 
Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days 
of Jeroboam the son of Joash king 
of Israel, two years before. the %earth- 
quake. 

2 And he said, The Lorp will "roar 
from Zion, and utter his voice from Je- 
rusalem; and the habitations of the shep- 
herds shall mourn, and the top of Car- 
mel shall wither. 

3 Thus saith the Lorp; For three trans- 
gressions of Damascus, tand for four, I 
will not § turn away the' punishment there- 
of; because /they have threshed Gilead 
with threshing instruments of iron: 

* Or, abide. a Isa. 33:20; Amos y: 15. 
even I the LORD that. ¢ Ezek. 48:35; Rev. 21:3. 


7:14 e@2 Chron. 20:20. f Hoseal:1. g Zec. 14:5. 
25:30; Joel3.16. $ Or, yea, for four. % Or, convert it, or let 


-_ 





Balen 4.45 53 Or: 


_ | Kings, 16:9. 


4 But I will send a fire into the house 
of Hazael, which shall devour the pal- 
aces of Ben-hadad. 

5 Iwill *break also the bar of Damas- 
cus, and cut off the inhabitant from ! the 
plain of Aven, and him that holdeth the 
sceptre from *the house of Eden: and the 
people of Syria shall 'go into captivity 
unto Kir, saith the Lorp. 

6 {| Thus saith the Lorn; For three 
transgressions of ™Gaza, and for four, I 
will not turn away the punishment there- 
of; because they tearried away captive 
the whole captivity, to deliver them up 
to Edom: 

7 But’ will send a fire on the wall of 
Gaza, which shall devour the palaces 
thereof: ; 

8 And I will cut off the inhabitant from 
Ashdod, and him that holdeth the scep- 
tre from Ashkelon, and | will turn my 
tt be quict ; and so ver. 6, etc, i Jer, 49:23.) 2 Kings, 10:32: 
13:7. k Jer. 51:30. || Or, Bikath aven. * Or, Beth eden. 12 


: m 2 Chron, 28:18. 1 Or, carried them away with 
an entire captivity. 0 Zeph. 2:4. 





some barren vale to the east of Jerusalem, which 
is to be made fertile by the waters of this fountain. 


Ezek. 47:9. The whole is a figure of the life- 


giving power of God’s grace. Isa. 35:1, 2, 6,7 

19. Egypt—Edom ; their fate, as the enemies 
of God’s church, represents that of all her enemies 
in the latter day. See note ver. 4. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

Every new enlargement of God's kingdom has 
been introduced by a new conflict with the powers 
of darkness. The word of prophecy teaches us 
that a mighty struggle yet remains, in which God 
shall shake the heavens and the earth, and over- 
throw the thrones of kingdoms, Hag. 2:22. But 
on issue shall be nape, jane to the enemies of 

ion; and to her, perpetual peace and prosperity. 
Jsa. 29: 5-8; 36.30.32: : 18, 19; 66: 12-16, 
23, 24; Jer. 30:18-24; Ezek. 39:17-22; Dan. 
12:1; Hosea 11:10, 11; Amos 9: 9-15; Obad. 
18-21; Micah 7:15-20; Habak. chap. 3; Zeph. 
3:8,9; Hag. 2: 21-23; Zech. 10: 5-12, chap. 14; 
Mal. 4: 1-3. 

CHAPTER I. 


1. Tekoa; a town south-east of Bethlehem, on 
the borders of “the wilderness of Judah,” 2 Chron. 
20 : 20, whose ruins still retain the ancient name. 
It belonged to Judah, consequently Amos was a 
Jew, but was sent by God to prophesy against 


* Israel in Beth-el. He was “a herdman, and a 








gatherer of sycamore fruit;’ and his writings 
abound in images drawn from rural employments. 
See chap. 7:12-15. The earthquake ; a very se- 
vere earthquake, as appears from Zech. 14:5. We 
know not its date. 

2. Will roar—utter his voice; that is, pro- 
nounce his awful judgments. From Zion—Jeru- 
salen; because this was his earthly dwelling- 
aa The top of Carmel; celebrated for its 
eauty and fertility. Isa. 35: 2. 

3. For three—and for four ; that is, for oft- 
repeated transgressions. See note Prov. 6:16. 
Damascus ; the capital city of Syria, north-east 
of Palestine. Threshed Gilead; these cruelties 
were exercised by Hazael king of Syria, as fore- 
told by the prophet Elisha, 2 Kings, 8:12, and b 
Ben-hadad his son. 2 Kings, 10: 32, 33; 13:3, 4. 
With threshing instruments of tron; that is, 
by dragging over them threshing sledges, set with 
sharp iron teeth. Compare 2 Sam. 12:31. 

5. The plain of Aven; a valley near Damas- 
cus. The house of Eden; or “ Beth-eden,” a 
royal city of Syria, on the Lebanon range. Kir ; 
a river, now called Kur, emptying into the Cas- 
a ie with the adjacent region. See 2 Kings, 


6-8. Gaza; Gaza, and the three other places 
named in connection with it, were the chief cities 
of Philistia. The whole captivity ; probably re- 
ferring to the invasion recorded Pf Chron. 21: 16, 
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Judgment of Tyre, Edom, 


hand against Ekron: and the remnant 
of the ? Philistines shall perish, saith the 
Lord Gop. 

9 Y Thus saith the Lorp; For three 
transgressions of > Tyrus, and for four, I 
will not turn away the punishment there- 
of; because they delivered up the whole 
captivity to Edom, and remembered not 
the *brotherly covenant: 

10 But! will send a fire on the wall of 
Tyrus, which shall devour the palaces 
thereof. 

11 § Thus saith the Lorn; For three 
transgressions of ©Edom, and for four, | 
will not turn away the punishment there- 
of; because he did pursue his brother 
with the sword, and f did east off all pity, 
and his anger did tear 4 perpetually, and 
he kept his wrath for ever: 

12 But I will send a fire upon Teman, 
which shall devour the palaces of Boz- 
rah. 

13 § Thus saith the Lorn; For three 
transgressions of the children of *°Am- 
mon, and for four, I will not turn away. 
the punishment thereof; because they 
have +ripped up fthe women with child, 
of Gilead, that they might enlarge their 
border: 

14 But I will kindle a fire in the wall 
of Rabbah, and it shall devour the pal- 
aces thereof, with shouting in the day of 
battle, with a tempest in the day of the 
whirlwind : 

15 And their king shall go into captiv- 
ity, he and his princes together, saith 
the Lorp. 





* Heb. covenant of brethren ; 


a Jer. 47:4. b Ezek. chap. 26-28, 
1 Kings, 5:13; 9: 11-14. ¢ Jer. 49:7; Obad. 1, etc. + Heb. cor- 
rupted his compassions. 4 Ezek.35:5. e Jer. 49:1-6; Ezek. 


AMOS II. 


* Ammon, Moab, and Judah. 
CHAPTER II. aC een, 


B. C. 787. 


1 God’s wrath against Moab, 4 upon Judah, 6 and upon 
Israel. 9 God complaineth of their unthankfulness. 


HUS saith the Lorn; For three trans- 

gressions of § Moab, and for four, I 
will not turn away the punishment there- 
of; because he burned the bones of the 
king of Edom into lime: 

2 But I will send a fire upon Moab, and 
it shall devour the palaces of Kirioth: 
and Moab shall die with tumult, with 
shouting, and with the sound of the 
trumpet: 

3 And I will cut off the judge from the 
midst thereof, and will slay all the princes 
thereof with him, saith the Lorp. 

4 {| Thus saith the Lorn; For three 
transgressions of "Judah, and for four, I 
will not turn away the punishment there- 
of; because they have despised the law 
of the Lorn, and have not kept his com- 
mandments, and their lies caused them 
to err, after the which their fathers have 
walked: 

5 But I will send a fire upon Judah, 
and it shall devour the palaces of Jeru- 
salem. 

6 §] Thus saith the Lorp; For three | 
transgressions of Israel, and for four, I 
will not turn away the punishment there- 
of; because they sold the righteous for 
silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes; 

7 That pant after the dust of the earth 
on the head of the poor, and turn aside 
the way of the meek: and 'a man and 
his father will go in unto the same Smaid, 
to /profane my holy name: 





25: 2, ete. t Or, divided the mountains, f Hoseal3:16. g Isa. 
15;16; Jer.48:1; Ezek. 25:8,etc. hchap.3:2, i Ezek, 22:11. 
4 Or, young woman. j Lev. 20:3. 





17. To deliver them up to Edom; the Edom- 
ites were the bitterest enemies of the Jews. Send 
a fire—shall perish; see 2 Chron. 26:6; 2 Kings, 
18:8; Jer. chap. 47, where also the punishment of 
Tyre, ver. 9, is foretold. 

9. Delivered up the whole captivity; they 
seem to have invaded Judah in alliance with Phi- 
listia. The two nations are named together by 
Joel as selling the children of the Jews for slaves. 
Joel 3:4-6. The brotherly covenant ; between 
David and Hiram, which was renewed by Solomon. 
2 Ry Ok Kings, oel—ia: 

11. Did pursue his brother—kept his wrath ; 
see Ezek. 25:12; chap. 35; Obad. 10-14. 

13. Gilead ; a region east of the Jordan, south 
of Bashan, assigned by Moses to the tribes of Gad 
and Reuben. Num. chap. 32. Ammon lay to the 
east of it. 

14. Rabbah ; the chief city of Ammon. Accord- 
ing to Josephus, the Ammonites, as also the Moab- 
ites, were conquered by Nebuchadnezzar five years 
after the destruction of Jerusalem. Comp. lizek. 
21 : 28-32. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. God is infinitely holy, and hates all iniquity ; 
he is infinite in power, and able to punish the 
mightiest sinner ; = is infinitely true, and will ful- 
fii all his CTT gaa to the wicked. None that 

0 


break his laws can escape his wrath, be they na- 
tions or individuals. 

3-15. The divine declaration, “he that is cruel 
troubleth his own flesh,” holds good alike of mighty 
conquerors, and of the meanest among their sub- 
jects. God will deal with unmerciful nations as 
they have dealt with their fellow-nations. Chap. 
2: 1-3. 


CHAPTER Il. 


4. Judah ; from the six idolatrous nations the 
prophet passes to Judah, on his way to Israel, to 
which latterkingdom he was especially sent. Their 
lies; their idols and the whole system of idola- 
trous worship. 

6. Israel; the prophet, having reached Israel, 
proceeds to enumerate at length the sins of both 
rulers and people. They sold the righteous ; 
creditors sold the righteous poor who were their 
debtors. Compare chap. 8:6; 2 Kings, 4:1; 
Neh. 5:8; Mat. 18:25. A patr of shoes; that 
is, a trifling sum. 

7. Pant after the dust—the poor; are eager 
to spoil the poor man, so that he shall cover his 
head with dust as a sign of mourning, 2 Sam. 


15:32; Neh. 9:1; Job 2:12; Lam. 2:10; Ezek. 





27:30; or, as some suppose, grudge him even this 
handful of dust. 











The sins of Israel 
ee” =68 And they lay themselves down 
upon clothes laid to pledge by every 
altar, and they drink the wine of *the 
condemned in the house of their god. 

9 YJ Yet destroyed I the *Amorite be- 
fore them, whose height was like the 
height of the cedars, and he was strong 
as the oaks; yet I destroyed his fruit 
from above, and his roots from beneath. 

10 Also I brought you up from the land 
of Egypt, and led you forty years through 
the wilderness, to possess the land of the 
Amorite. 

11 And IJ raised up of your sons for 
prophets, and of your young men for 
Nazarites. Is it not even thus, O ye 
children of Israel? saith the Lorp. 

12 But ye gave the Nazarites wine to 
drink; and commanded the prophets, 
saying, > Prophesy not. 

13 Behold, tI am pressed under you, as 
a cart is pressed that zs full of sheaves. 

14 Therefore the flight shall perish 
from the swift, and the strong shall not 
strengthen his force, neither shall the 
mighty deliver +himself: 

15 Neither shall he stand that handleth 
the bow; and he that is “swift of foot 
shall not deliver himself: neither shall 
he that rideth the horse deliver himself. 

16 And he that is Scourageous among 
the mighty shall flee away naked in that 
day, saith the Lorp. 


AMOS III. 


demand judgment. 


CHAPTER III. 


1 The necessity of God’s judgment against Israel. 9 The 
publication of it, with the causes thereof. 


UE ses this word that the Lorp hath spo- 
ken against you, O children of Israel, 
against the whole family which I brought 
up from the land of Egypt, saying, 

2 You ‘only have I known of all the 
families of the earth: therefore I will 
punish! you for all your iniquities. 

3 Can two walk together, except they 
be *agreed 2? 

4 Will a lion froar in the forest, when 
he hath no prey? willa young lion *ery 
out of his den, if he have taken nothing? 

5 Can a bird fall in a snare upon the 
earth, where no gin zs for him? shall one 
take up a snare from the earth, and have 
taken nothing at all 2 

6 Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, 
and the people not tbe afraid? "shall 
there be evil in a city, tand the Lorp 
hath not done it? 

7 Surely the Lord Gop will do nothing, 
but he 'revealeth his secret unto his ser- 
vants the prophets. 

8 The!lion hath roared, who will not 
fear? the Lord Gop hath ‘spoken, who 
can but prophesy ? 

9 4 Publish in the palaces at Ashdod, 
and in the palaces in the land of Egypt, 
and say, Assemble yourselves upon the 
mountains of Samaria, and behold the 





* Or, such as have fined, or mulcted. a Jos. 24:8. b Isa. 30:10, 
t Or, Tritt press your place, us a cart full of sheaves presseth. 
; Heb. his soul, or life. ¢ Eccles.9:11. @ Heb. strong of nis 
eart. 4d Psa. 147:20. |{ Heb. visit upon.  e 2 Cor. 6:14, 15. 


f Psa. 104; 21. 


* Heb, give forth his voice. g Eccl. 4:1 t Or 
run together, 


. ’ 
h Isa. 45:7.  $ Or, and shall not the LORD do 
i Gen. 6:13; 18:17; Psa. 25:14; John 15:15. 
k Jer. 20:9; 1 Cor. 9:16. 


somewhat ? 
) Rev. 5: 5. 





8. Upon clothes laid to pledge; deposited by 
' the borrower as pledges of payment. Such pledges 
were to be returned at sunset. Ex. 22:26. Altar; 
idolatrous altar. The wine of the condemned ; 
wine purchased with the money of those whom 
ot have unjustly fined, thus uniting oppression 
and drunkenness with idolatry. 

9. The Amorite ; the most 
the Canaanites, living on both sides of the Jordan. 
Num. 13:29; 21:21-26. The height of the 
cedars ; Num. 13:32, 33. 

11. Nazarites; a class of men particularly 
consecrated to God, some for life, and some for a 
limited time. See Num.6:1-21. Samson and 
Samuel were Nazarites from their birth. Judges 
13:5; 1 Sam. 1:11. 

16. In that day; in the day mentioned ver. 6. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


4, 5. The rejection of God’s revealed word is the 
most heinous sin of which a nation can be guilty, 
and it leads to the shameless practice of every ini- 

uity. 
; 68. Cruelty, fraud, and licentiousness cling to- 
gether as kindred vices. They who make mer- 
chandise of the poor and defenceless for gain, may 
be expected also to oppress and defraud as they 
have opportunity, and to indulge themselves in 
shameless impurities. Chap. 8: 4-6. 

9-11. The distinguished mercies conferred by 
God upon a people in times past, greatly aggra- 
vate the guilt of present unfaithfulness. Let the 
people of the United States remember this, and 


29 


powerful people of 





humble themselves before God in view of present 
abounding wickedness. 

12-16. To corrupt the professors of godliness, 
and suppress their testimony against sin, is the 
main effort of wicked men; but if they succeed in 
this, they will destroy both themselves and those 
who yield to their wishes. (rod cannot be changed, 
nor his judgments upon the wicked hindered by ig- 
norance and delusion. Chap. 3:11-15. 


CHAPTER III. 


2. Known ; as the objects of my especial care 
and favor. Compare Ex. 33:12; Rom. 8:29. 

3-8. Can two walk—can but prophesy? the 
general meaning of this series of questions is, that 
nothing can take place without a sufficient reason, 
and we ought to trace effects to their true cause. 
Be agreed ; meet by agreement. Unless the peo- 
ple will return to God and walk with him, they 
must remain separated from him. Done it; that 
is, as an expression of his wrath. Their calami- 
ties ought to lead the people to see that God is 
angry withthem. Donothing; execute no judg- 
ment. Secret ; counsel; purposed judgment. He 
reveals it beforehand to his prophets, that the peo- 
ple may have space for repentance. 

9. Egypt; these are called as wit- 
nesses of the crimes committed in Israel. Moun- 
tains of Samaria; Samaria, the capital of the 
kingdom of Israel, was surrounded by mountains. 
Tumults ; occasioned by lawless and unjust con- 


duct. 
1111 


The oppression and 


great tumults in the midst thereof, and 
the * oppressed in the midst thereof. 

10 For they know *not to do right, saith 
the Lorp, who store up violence and 
robbery ft in their palaces. 

11 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
An °adversary there shall be even round 
about the land; and he shall bring down 
thy strength from thee, and thy palaces 
shall be spoiled. 

12 Thus saith the Lorn; As the shep- 
herd #taketh out of the mouth of the 
lion two legs, or a piece of an ear; ‘so 
shall the children of Israel be taken out 
that dwell in Samaria in the corner of a 
bed, and $in Damascus in a couch. 

13 Hear ye, and testify in the house of Ja- 
cob, saith the Lord Gop, the God of hosts, 

14 That, in the day that I shall |! visit 
the transgressions of Israel upon him, | 
will also visit the altars of 4Beth-el: and 
the horns of the altar shall be cut off, 
and fall to the ground. 

15 And I will smite the * winter-house 
with the fsummer-house; and the houses 
of ivory shall perish, and the great 
houses shall have an end, saith the Lorp. 

CHAP EER. LY. 


1 He reproveth Israel for oppression, 4 for their idola- 
try, 6 and for their incorrigibleness. 


TT EAR this word, ye *kine of Bashan, 
that are in the mountain of Sama- 


AMOS IV. 


idolatry of Israel. 
ria, which oppress the poor, which *3%.5u° 


crush the needy, which say to their mas- 
ters, Bring, and let us drink. 

2 The Lord Gop hath sworn by his 
holiness,' that lo, the days shall come 
upon you, that he will take you away 
with Jhooks, and your posterity with 
fishhooks. 

3 And ye shall go out at the * breaches, 
every cow at that which is before her; 
and ye shall *cast them into the palace, 
saith the Lorp. . 

4 § Come to 'Beth-el, and transgress ; 
at ™Gilgal multiply transgression; and 
bring your "sacrifices every morning, 
and your °tithes after three + years: 

5 And offer +a sacrifice of ? thanksgiv- 
ing with leaven, and proclaim and pub- 
lish the ‘free offerings: for $this hketh 
you, "O ye children of Israel, saith the 
Lord Gop. 

6 Y And I also have given you clean- 
ness of teeth in all your cities, and * want 
of bread in all your places; yet have ye 
not returned unto me, saith the Lorp. 

7 And also I have withholden the rain 
from you, when there were yet three 
months to the harvest: and I caused it 
to rain upon one city, and caused it not 
to rain upon another city: one piece 
was rained upon, and the piece where- 
upon it rained not withered. 





* Or, oppressions. a Jer, 4:22. } Or, spoil, b 2 Kings, 17:3, 
6; 18:9, 11. ¢ Heb. delivereth. ¢ Rom. 11:4, 5.  Q Or, on the 
bed's feet. || Or, punish Israel for. 4 Hos. 10:14,15, e Jer, 36:22. 
f Judg. 3:20. g 1 Kings, 22:39. b Psa. 22:12. i Psa. 89:35, j Jer. 

12. Taketh out of; rescueth from. Taken 
out ; rescued: as the shepherd rescues only a few 
fragments of the sheep, so only a small remnant of 
them shall be saved from the general destruction. 
Dwell—in the corner of a bed—in a couch ; 
that is, recline in Juxury. Compare chap. 6:4. 
The bed is here the divan, or cushioned seat against 
the walls of the room; and the corner is named as 
a place of both ease and honor, as it is at the pres- 





ent day in eastern houses. Damascus; Jeroboam’ 


second had conquered this city and added it to the 
possessions of Israel. 2 Kings, 14: 20, 28. 

14. The altars of Beth-el ; erected to the gold- 
encalf. 1 Kings, 12:28, 29. 

15. The winter-house—the summer-house ; 
the king’s winter and summer palaces. Hovwses of 
qvory ; that is, adorned with ivory, like that of 
Ahab. 1 Kings, 22:39. Their proud and sump- 
tuous dwellings were doomed to destruction. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. Privilege and responsibility always go side by 
side; they who have received at God’s hand pecul- 
iar favors, will be punished with peculiar severity 
if they prove unfaithful to him. 

3-6. The blinding and stupefying power of sin is 
very dreadful. It makes men contented to live in 
estrangement from God, hardens their hearts alike 
to his promises and threatenings, and disqualifies 
them to judge correctly of the causes of their pres- 
ent misery, or the true means of escaping it. 

* 7. In making to men so clear a revelation of his 
will, and of the principles upon which he will deal 
with them, God has beck very merciful ; if, with 
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16:16, k Ezek, 12:5,12. * Or, cast away the things of. 1 chap. 
3:14. m Hosea 4:15; 12:11. 0 Num. 28:3,4. © Deut. 14: 28. 
7 Heb. years of days. $¢ Heb. by burning. p Lev 7:13. q Lev. 
22:18, 21. % Heb. soye love. r Mat. 23:23, 8s Ezek, 16:27. 





this light for their guide, they mistake the way of 
salvation, and stumble into perdition, they will be 
without excuse. 

8. God never threatens in vain: his wrath is in- 
finitely more terrible than all other evils, and they 
who have a true apprehension of it cannot but 
faithfully warn sinners to escape from it in the only 
way which God has provided. 

9,10. God will justify himself for all the chas- 
tisements which he inflicts upon his covenant peo- 
ple, before the eyes of even wicked men. 


CHAPTER IV. 


1. Kine of Bashan; according to some, the lux- 
urious and profligate women of Samaria, who insti- 
gated their husbands to cruelty and oppression: ac- 
cording to others, the princes; so called on account 
of their effeminacy. asian was a region east of 
the Jordan, celebrated for its luxuriant pastures. 

2. With hooks ; as fish are taken out of their 
home in the water. 

3. At the breaches ; the walls of the city being 
thrown down, they shall go out, each one by the 
nearest breach. Ye shall cast—into the palace ; 
a difficult passage. According to the margin, it 
means that they cast away in their flight their 
treasures taken from the palace. 

4,5. Beth-el—Gilgal ; see note Hosea 4:15. 
In cutting irony the prophet bids them ge on in 
their idolatrous worship at Beth-el and Gilgal, 
since they are bent upon doing so. >, 

6-11. I also have given you; the prophet 
enumerates God's judgments in past years, which 
had failed to bring the people to repentance. 


toa 
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An exhortation 


A. M.3217. 8 So two or three cities wandered 


unto one city, to drink water; but they 
were not satisfied: yet have ye not re- 
turned unto me, saith the Lorp. 

9 [ have smitten you with *blasting 
and mildew: *when your gardens and 
your vineyards and your fig-trees and 
your olive-trees increased, the palmer- 
worm devoured them: yet »have ye not 
returned unto me, saith the Lorp. 

10 I have sent among you the pestilence 
after ft the *manner of Egypt: your young 
men have I slain with the sword, +and 
have taken away your horses; and I have 
made the stink of your camps to come up 
unto your nostrils: yet have ye not re- 
turned unto me, saith the Lorp. 

11 I have overthrown some of you, as 
God overthrew 4Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and ye were as a “firebrand plucked out 
of the burning: yet have ye not returned 
unto me, saith the Lorp. 

12 Therefore thus will | do unto thee, 
O Israel: and because I will do this unto 
thee, ‘prepare to meet thy God, O Israel. 

13 For, lo, he that formeth the moun- 
tains, and createth the ' wind, and de- 
clareth unto man what ts his & thought, 
that maketh the morning darkness, and 
treadeth upon the high places of the 
earth, The Lorp, The God of hosts, ts 
his name. 

CHAR] BH. y¥. 
1 A lamentation for Israel 4 An exhortation to re- 


pentance. 21 God reyecteth their hypocritical ser- 
vice. 


EAR ye this word which I take up 
against you, even a lamentation, O 
house of Israel. 

2 The "virgin of Israel is fallen; she 
shall no more rise: she is forsaken upon 
her land; there is none to raise her up. 

3 For thus saith the Lord Gop; The 
city that went out by a thousand shall 


AMOS V. 


to repentance. 


leave a hundred, and that which went 
forth by a hundred shall leave ten, to the 
house of Israel. 

4 9 For thus saith the Lorp unto the 
house of Israel, ‘Seek ye me, and ye 
shall live: 

5 But seck not ji Beth-el, nor enter into 
Gilgal, and pass not to Beer-sheba: for 
Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, and 
Beth-el shall come to naught. 

6 Seek the Lorp, and ye shall live; lest 
he break out like fire in the house of Jo- 
seph, and devour it, and there be none to 
quench zt in Beth-el. 

7 Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, 
and leave off righteousness in the earth, 

8 Seek him that maketh the seven stars 
and Orion, and turneth the shadow of 
death into the morning, and maketh the 
day dark with night: that calleth for 
the waters of the sea, and poureth them 
out upon the face of the earth: The Lorp 
is his name: 

9 That strengtheneth the || spoiled 
against the strong, so that the spoiled 
shall come against the fortress. 

10 They *hate him that rebuketh in 
the gate, and they abhor him that speak- 
eth uprightly. 

11 Forasmuch therefore as your tread- 
ing is upon the poor, and ye take from 
him burdens of wheat: ye have built 
houses of hewn stone, but ye shall not 
dwell in them; ye have planted *pleas- 
ant vineyards, but ye shall not drink 
wine of them. 

12 For I know your manifold trans- 
gressions and your mighty sins: they 
afflict the 'just, they take a t bribe,™ and 
they turn "aside the poor in the gate 
from their right. 

13 Therefore the prudent shall keep 
silence? in that time; for it 7s an evil 
time. 





a Deut. 28:22. * Or, the multitude of. » Jer.5:3. ¢ Or, in 
the way. ¢ Deut. 28:27, 60. $ Heb, wrth the cuptivity of 5 2 
Kings, 13:7. 4 Gen, 19: 24,25, e Zech. 3:2; Jude 23. f Ezek 
13:5; Mat. 26:13. % Or, sputt,. g Dani 2:28. b Lam. 2:13 


1 18a.55:6,7. ) chap.4:4. || Heb. spoil, & Isa. 29.21, * Heb. 
vineyards uf desire. 1 James 5:6, f Or,ransom, m Psa, 26:9, 
10. @ Isa. 29:21. © chap. 6:10, Eccl. 3.7. 





12. Thus will I do; in accordance with my 
threatenings. Chap. 3: 11-15; 4: 1-3. 

13. He that formeth the mountains—the God 
of hosts ; the prophet designs, by this enumeration 
of the divine attributes, to forewarn the people 
with whom they have todeal. Maketh the morn- 
ing darkness ; see chap. 5:8. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

God is very merciful, and will not destroy any 
till he has tried the efficacy of judgments often re- 
peated; but if they harden themselves against the 
means he uses to reclaim them, he wall at last 
plunge them into remediless ruin, and thus make 
them feel that they have to do, not with feeble 
man, but with the omnipotent Creator of heaven 
and earth. Let all flee to Christ and thus be pre- 
pared to meet this holy God, when he shall bring 
them into judgment for their sins. 


CHAPTER V. 

5. Beer-sheba; in this city, on the southern bor- 
der of the holy land, as well as at Beth-el and Gilgal, 
idolatrous rites were practised. See chap. 8: 14. 

7. Turn judgment to wormwood ; pervert jus- 
tice to oppression, as in chap. 6: 12; Hosea 10:4. 

8. Maketh the seven stars—calleth for the 
waters ; controls the whole course of nature. Com- 
pare Job 9: 5-9. 

9. That strengtheneth—the fortress ; rather, 
“that causeth destruction to shine,” like a flash of 
lightning, “ upon the strong, and destruction com- 
eth upon the fortress.” Compare Job 12: 17-21. 

10. They; the people of Israel. Him that re- 
buketh in the gate; the upright judge who con- 
demns the wicked. : 

13. Shall keep silence ; because men will not 





listen to their words. 
1113 


The hypocrisy of 


14 Seek *good, and not evil, that ye 
may live: and so the Lorp, the God of 
hosts, shall be with you, as ye have 
spoken. 

15 Hate the evil, and love the good, 
and establish judgment in the gate: it 
may® be that the Lorp God of hosts 
will be gracious unto the remnant of 
Joseph. 

16 Therefore the Lorn, the God of hosts, 
the Lord, saith thus; Wailing shall be in 
all streets; and they shall say in all the 
highways, Alas! alas! and they shall 
call the husbandman to mourning, and 
such as are “skilful of lamentation to 
wailing. 

17 And in all vineyards shall be wail- 
ing: for I will pass through thee, saith 
the Lorp. 

18 Woe unio you that desire the day 
of the Lorp! to what end zs it for you? 
the 4day of the Lorp is darkness, and 
not light. 

19 As if a man did flee from a lion, and 
a bear met him; or went into the house, 
and leaned his hand on the wall, and a 
serpent bit him. 


AMOS V. 


Israel is reproved. 
A. M. 3217, 


20 Shall not the day of the Lorp 4,™:%- 
be darkness, and not light? even very 
dark, and no brightness in it? 

21 @f I hate, I despise your feast days, 
and I will not smell *in your solemn 
assemblies. 

22 Though ye offer me burnt-offering \ 
and your meat-offerings, °I will not 
accept them; neither will I regard the 
peace-offerings t of your fat beasts. 

23 Take thou away from me the noise 
of thy songs; for I will not hear the 
melody of thy viols. . 

24 But ‘let judgment +run down as 
waters, and righteousness as a mighty 
stream. 

25 Have ye offered unto me & sacrifices 
and offerings in the wilderness forty 
years, O house of Israel ? 

26 But ye have borne ‘the tabernacle 
of your Moloch and Chiun your images, 
the star of your god, which ye made to 
yourselves. 

27 Therefore will | cause you to go 
into captivity beyond ® Damascus, saith 
the Lorp, whose name zs The God of 
hosts. 





a Isa. 55:2. b Ex, 32:30; 2 Kings, 19:4; Joel2: 14. ¢ Jer. 
9217-10, d Joel2:2; Zeph.1:14, 15. * Or, your holy days. 
e Isa, 1: 11-15; Hosea8:13. } Or, thank offerings. { Mic. 6:3. 


¢ Heb. roll, % Or, Siccuth 


g Deut. 32:17-19; Ezek. 20:8, 24. 
your king. j 


h 2 Kings, 17:6. 





16. The husbandman to mourning ; because 
the fruits of the earth are cut off. See next 
verse. 

18. The day of the Lord; the day when God 
shall manifest himself to his people will not bring 
deliverance to the wicked, but inevitable destruc- 
tion. Compare Mal. 3:2. This prophecy was 
fulfilled in the judgments by which God destroy- 
ed the kingdoms of Israel and Judah, and more 
terribly in those which followed the advent of 
Christ. 

21. Smell in your solemn assemblies; or, 
“smell your solemn assemblies ;” the savor of 
their sacrifices; that is, take delight in them. 

24. Judgment ; justice in the administration 
of law. If the people will be acceptable to (rod, 
they must begin by thorough repentance, and 
works meet for repentance. Compare Isa. 1: 16, 
17; Hosea 6: 6. 

25. Have ye offered? that is, have ye offered to 
me alone, with undivided love and obedience? The 
question reproaches them not for omitting sacrifi- 
ces in the wilderness, of which there is no proof, 
but for uniting with them their own superstitions. 
See Acts 7:42, 43. 

26. Chiun your images; according to some, 
“the statue of your images.” The star of your 
god ; probably the planet Saturn, symbolized by a 
star. : 

27. Will I cause—beyond Damascus ; see 2 
Kings, 17:6. Assyria lay beyond Damascus. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2, 3. When God has forsaken a people or an in- 
dividual, no earthly help can avail. 

4-6. They who in times of calamity resort for 
deliverance to sinful practices, instead of seeking 
God's help by repentance and holy obedience, only 
plunge themselves into speedier and more terrible 
destruction. 

7-10. Ae apprehension of God's glorious 





character and attributes, and his supreme control 
over nature and the course of human affairs, pre- 
pares the way for faith in him, and that holiness of 
heart and life which is inseparable from faith. But 
they who are ignorant of God and alienated from 
him, will give themselves up to worldliness and 
sin, and hate those who vindicate the cause of truth 
and righteousness. 

11. They who seek to be rich by spoiling the 
poor, bring on themselves misery and ruin: God 
will take part with the weak against their oppres- 
sors, and “spoil the soul of those that spoiled 
them.” Prov. 22: 22, 23. 

13. When the character and conduct of a peo- 
ple are such that the wise and good feel con- 
strained to keep silence, it is a sign that their 
ruin is near. 

14-17. In all times of trouble, repentance and 
hearty obedience to God's law are the divinely ap- 
pointed and sure way of obtaining relief; but for 
those who reject this way and continue to rebel 
against God, nothing remains but lamentation and 


woe. 

18-20. When the day of promised deliverance 
comes to the righteous, it will consume the wicked. 
Such was the result of Christ's coming, to the 
proud and rebellious among the Jews. Malachi 
4:1-3. 

21-24. God will accept no observance of relig- 
ious rites, though they be those of his own appoint- 
ment, in place of a holy heart and a righteous life. 
Though wicked men multiply ever so much the 
outward forms of religion, they and their services 
still remain abominable in his sight. Psa. 50 : 8- 
23; Prov. 15:8; 28:9; Isd. 1: 11-20; Jer. 6: 20; 
Micah 6: 6-8. ’ 

25-27. God will not share our service with 
idols; he will have our undivided love, confidence, 
i or reject us as unclean and abom- 
inable. 








Tsrael’s wantonness 


CHAPTER VI. 


1 The wantonness of Israel, 7 shall be plagued with 
desolation, 12 and their incorrigibleness. 


OE to them that are *at *ease in 

Zion, and trust in the mountain of 
Samaria, which are named t chief of the 
nations,® to whom the house of Israel 
came ! 

2 Pass ye unto ©Calneh, and see; and 
from thence go ye to Hamath the great: 
then go down to Gath of the Philistines: 
be they better than these kingdoms? or 
their border greater than your border? 

3 Ye that put far ‘away the evil day, 
and cause the tseat of violence to come 
near; 

4 That lie upon beds of ivory, and 
stretch’ themselves upon their couches, 
and eat the lambs out of the flock, and 
the calves out of the midst of the stall; 

5 That! chant to the sound of the ¢ viol, 
and invent to themselves instruments of 
music, like David; 

6 That drink *wine in bowls, and 
anoint themselves with the chief oint- 
ments; but they are not grieved for the 
affliction t of §Joseph. 

7 Y Therefore now shall they go cap- 
tive with the first that go captive, and 
the banquet of them that stretched them- 
selves shall be removed. 


A. M. 3217. 
B. C. 783. 


AMOS VI. 


and desolation. 


8 The Lord Gop hath sworn by "him- 
self, saith the Lorp the God of hosts, I 
abhori the jexcellency of Jacob, and hate 
his palaces; therefore will I deliver up 
the city with tall that is therein. 

9 And it shall come to pass, if there 
remain ten men in one house, that they 
shall die. 

10 And a man’s uncle shall take him 
up, and he that burneth him, to bring 
out the bones out of the house, and shall 
say unto him that is by the sides of the 
house, Is there yet any with thee? and 
he shall say, No. Then shall he say, _ 
Hold* thy tongue: for ’ we may not make 
mention of the name of the Lorp. 

11 For behold, the Lorp commandeth, 
and he will smite the great house with 
breaches,!! and the little house with clefts. 

12 §] Shall horses run upon the rock? 
will one plough there with oxen? for ye 
have turned 'judgment into gall, and the 
fruit of righteousness into ™hemlock: 

13 Ye which rejoice ina thing of naught, 
which say, Have we not taken to us horns 
by our own strength ? 

14 But behold, I will "raise up against 
you a nation, O house of Israel, saith the 
Lorp the God of hosts; and they shall 
afflict you from the entering in of °Ha- 
math unto the *river of the wilderness. 





£1 Pet::6.::7: 
ad Ezek. 12: 27. 
with superfluities. 
* Or, tn bowls of wine. 


* Or, secure. 


t ty psc rina b Lam. 1:1. 
¢ Isa. 10:9. 


¢ Or, habitation, % Or, abound 
|] Or,quaver, e¢ Isa.5:12 f 1 Chron. 23:5. 


t Heb. breach. g Gen. 49:23. b Jer 


51:14. i Psa. 106:40. j Psa.47:4 $ Heb. the fulness thereof. 
k chap. 5:13. @ Or, they will not, or have not. |} Or, droppings. 
1 chap.5:7. m Hosea l0:4. 9 Jer.6:15, © Num. 34:8; 1 
Kings, 8:65. * Or, valley. 





CHAPTER VI. 


1. Zion; the head of Judea. Samaria; the 
head of Israel. The princes of Judah and Israel 
are addressed together, because they were guilty of 
the same sins, and should suffer the same punish- 
ment; Amos, like Hosea, though sent to Israel, 


* occasionally glances at the sins of Judah. Came ; 


for direction and the administration of justice. 

2. Calneh—Hamath ; see note Isa. 10:9. Be 
re § better? or, “ Were they better?” that is, did 
God bestow upon them, while yet flourishing, a bet- 
ter condition and larger territory than upon you? 
Yet, for their abuse of his goodness, God punished 
them, which should be a warning to you. Calneh 
and Hamath were conquered by the Assyrians. 
For the conquest of Gath, see 2 ists, 12:17; 2 
Chron. 26: 6. 

4-6. Beds of tvory —chief ointments; the 
reigns of Uzziah in Judah, and Jeroboam second in 
Israel, were externally very prosperous. See 2 
Chron. 26:5-15; 2 Kings, ft: 28. Hence 
came the false security and luxury which the 
prophet rebukes. 

9. Shall die ; one by one, as described ver. 10. 

10. A man’s uncle; the uncle of the dead man, 
who is the last but one of the ten. He attends to 
his burial, or the burning of his body, as the near- 
est surviving relative. Him that is by the sides 
of the house ; the one survivor who lies sick in a 
remote corner of the house. he say; the 
uncle of the dead man shall say to the survivor, 
Bear thy lot in silence, since lamentation and 
prayer are alike unavailing. This is the language 
of despair. 





12. Shall horses run—oxen? you are like 
craggy rocks, unfit for any good use; nothing re- 
mains but that God should destroy you. Gall— 
hemlock ; see notes chap. 5:7 and Hosea 10: 4. 

13. A thing of naught; their idols, and all 
their other vain confidences. 

14. The entering in of Hamath ; the north- 
ern limit of Palestine. Num. 34:8; 2 Kings, 
14:25. The river of the wilderness ; probably 
the deep valley of the Kidron, where it empties in- 
to the northern part of the Dead sea, at the south- 
ern limit of the kingdom of Israel. See 2 Kings, 
14:25, where the word rendered “ plain” is the 
same that is here rendered “ wilderness,” and de- 
notes the long deep valley in which the Dead sea 
lies. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

Times of continued worldly prosperity are full . 
of danger to the cause of religion; their tendency 
is to bring into the church luxury, pride, vain show, 
and indifference to God’s service, with all the gross 
sins that naturally follow in their train. Thus the 
professors of godliness dishonor Christ before the 
world, lose their power over men’s consciences, and 
make it necessary that God should purify his 
church by his judgments. The numerous exam- 
ples on record of great and often very sudden 
changes from a state of ease and comfort to one of 
deep affliction, ought to be a solemn warning to us 
of the present day not to abuse the great prosperi- 
ty which God is bestowing upon us, lest he cause 
our sun also to go down at noon, and darken our 
land um clear day, as he did with ancient Israel, 
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The plumb-line. 


CHAPTER VII. 


1 The judgments of the grasshoppers, 4 and of the fire, 
are diverted by the prayer of Amos. 7 By the wall 
of a plumb-line is signified the rejection of Israel. 
10 Amaziah complaineth of Amos. 14 Amos show- 
eth his calling, 16 and Amaziah’s judgment. 


HUS hath the Lord Gop showed unto 
me: and behold, he formed *grass- 
hoppers in the beginning of the shooting 
up of the latter growth; and lo, zt was the 
latter growth after the king’s mowings. 
2 And it came to pass, that when they 
had made an end of eating the grass of 
the land, then I said, O Lord Gon, forgive, 
_I*beseech thee: tby whom shall Jacob 
arise? for he is small. 

3 The Lorp ‘repented for this: It shall 
not be, saith the Lorp. 

4 9 Thus hath the Lord Gop showed 
unto me: and behold, the Lord Gop ealled 
to contend by ‘fire, and it devoured the 
great deep, and did eat up a part. 

5 Then said I,O Lord Gop, cease, I be- 
seech thee: by whom shall Jacob arise ? 
for he zs small. 

6 The Lorp repented for this: This 
also shall not be, saith the Lord Gop. 

7 9 Thus he showed me: and behold, 
the Lord stood upon a wall made by a 
plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand. 

8 And the Lorp said unto me, Amos, 
what seest thou? And I said, A plumb- 
line. Then said the Lord, Behold, I will 
set a *plumb-line in the midst of my peo- 


ame ~ple Israel: I will not again pass by ‘them 


any more: 
9 And the high places of Isaae shall 
be desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel 


AMOS VII. 


rise against the house of Jeroboam with 
the » sword. 

10 §] Then Amaziah the ‘priest of Beth- 
el sent to) Jeroboam king of Israel, say- 
ing, Amos hath conspired against thee in 
the midst of the house of Israel: the land 
is not able to bear all his words. 

11 For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall 
die by the sword, and Israel shall surely 
be led away captive out of their own 
land. 

12 Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O 
thou seer, go, flee thee away into the land 
of Judah, and there eat bread, and proph- 
esy there: 

13 But prophesy not again any more at 
Beth-el:* for it zs the king’s # chapel, and 
it zs the Sking’s court. 

14 4 Then answered Amos, and said to 
Amaziah, 'I was no prophet, neither was 
I a prophet’s son; but | was a ™herdman, 
and a gatherer of !'sycamore fruit: 

15 And the Lorp took me *as I followed 
the flock, and the Lorp said unto me, Go, 
prophesy unto my people Israel. 

16 §] Now therefore hear thou the word 
of the Lorp: Thou sayest, "Prophesy not 
against Israel, and °drop not thy word 
against the house of Isaac. 

17 Therefore P thus saith the Lorn; 
Thy wife shall be a Sharlot in the city, 
and thy sons and thy daughters shall 
fall by the sword, and thy land shall be 
divided by line; and thou shalt die ina 
polluted land: and Israel shall surely go 
into captivity forth of his land. 





* Or, green worms. a Dan, 9-19. + Or, who of, or for, Jacob 

shall stand. » Zech. 4:10. ¢ Deut. 32:36; Jonah 3:10. @ H 

ete f Micah 7:18. g Beer-sheba; Gen. 26:25; 
s3 1. 


e Lam. 2:3. 
46 h Fulfilled, 2 Kings,15:10 i I Kings, 12:32. j 2 Kings, 


eb. | of the kingdom, 


14:23, k 1 Kings, 12:32; 13:1. 
1 Zech, 13:5. 
* Or, from behind. 


etc.; 29:21, etc. 


ft Or, sunctuary. 4 Or, house 
mchap.1:1. — || Or, wi/d figs. 

n Micah 2:6. o Ezek. 21:2. p Jer. 28: 12, 
q Hosea 4:13; Zech. 14:2. 





CHAPTER VII. 

1. God showed unto me ; the symbolical acts 
contained in this and the two following chapters 
are not actual, but represented in vision to the 

rophet’s mind. See introductory note to Ezekiel. 

ormed grasshoppers ; this symbol, like the fol- 
lowing, a terete dg the destruction of Israel by for- 
eign enemies; for these are signified by grasshop- 
pers and the fire. The latter growth; the second 
growth of grass, after the first has been mowed. 
After the king’s mowings ; probably of the early 
crop for his own use; implying that the Israelitish 
nation, which, like a meadow newly mown, was 
beginning, under Jeroboam, to recover its strength, 
is about to be utterly destroyed for its sins. See 2 
Kings, 14 : 25-27. 

2. By whom—arise ? or, “ Who is Jacob, that he 
should arise?” Small; reduced by repeated ca- 
Jamities. 

3. Repented; upon the intercession of the proph- 
et, God graciously averts the threatened destruc- 
tion. This signifies that he bears long with his re- 
bellious people, delaying and mitigating their pun- 
ishment in answer to the prayers of his faithful 
servants. 

4. To contend ; against Israel. A part; or, 
“the portion ;” that is, the inheritance of Israel. 

c far. | peer tine ; the symbol of exact and 





discriminating justice, which destroys the wicked, 
while it saves the righteous remnant. Compare 
2 Kings, 21:13; Isa. 28:17; Lam. 2:8. See also 
2 Sam. 8: 2. 

8. Pass by them ; forgive them, or spare them 
as hitherto. 

9. The high places of Isaac; compare verse 
16,° where “the house of Isaac” is the same as 
“the house of Israel.” 

13. The king's chapel; or, as the margin, 
‘his sanctuary ;” as the place consecrated by him 
and his predecessors to the golden calf and its 
worship. The king’s court; literally, as the 
margin, “a house of the kingdom;”’ that is, a royal 
place, because there the public religious worship of 
the kingdom was maintained. Perhaps the king 
had also a residence there. 

14. No prophet, neither—a prophet’s son ; not 
trained to the prophetical office, like the companies 
of prophets under Samuel and Elisha, 1 Sam. 
19:20; 2 Kings, 6:1, who were called “sons of 
the prophets.” 1 Kings, 20:35; 2 Kings, 2:3, 
etc. God had taken him immediately from follow- 
ing the herd, and given him a message to Israel 
which he must deliver. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-6. Great judgments have often been averted 

by the earnest intercessions of holy men. This 


Vindication of Amos. 


shall be laid waste; and I will “,™:°2- 


dent ety 

















AMOS 


Oppression reproved. 
ou mc CRAPTER VIII. 


1 By a basket of summer fruit is shown the nearness of 
Jsrael’s end. 4 Oppression isreproved. 11 A famine 
of the word threatened. 


HUS hath the Lord Gop showed unto 
me: and behold a basket of summer 
fruit. 

2 And he said, Amos, what seest thou ? 
And I said, A basket of summer fruit. 
Then said the Lorp unto me, *The end 
is come upon my people of Israel; I> will 
not again pass by them any more. 

3 And the *songs of the temple “shall 
be howlings in that day, saith the Lord 
Gop: ‘there shall be many dead bodies in 
every place; they shall cast them forth 
with tf silence. 

4 ¥ Hear this, O ye that *swallow up 
the needy, even to make the poor of the 
land to fail, 

5 Saying, ‘When will the #new moon 
be gone, that we may sell corn? and the 
sabbath, that we may $set forth wheat, 
making the ephah ® small, and the shekel 
great, and | falsifying the ‘balances by 
deceit ? 

6 That we may buy the poor for silver, 
and the needy for a pair of shoes; yea, 
and sell the refuse of the wheat ? 

7 The Lorp hath sworn by the excel- 
lency of Jacob, Surely I 4 will never for- 


VIIl. A famine of the word. 


8 Shall not the land tremble for this, 
and every one ‘mourn that dwelleth 
therein? and it shall rise up wholly as 
a flood; and it shall be cast out and 
drowned, as by the flood of Egypt. 

9 And it shall come to pass in that day, 
saith the Lord Gop, that I will cause the 
sun to go down at 'noon, and | will dark- 
en the earth in the clear day: 

10 And I will turn your feasts into 
mourning, and all your songs into lam- 
entation; and I will bring up "sackcloth 
upon all loins, and baldness upon every 
head; and I will make it as the " mourn- 
ing of an only son, and the end thereof 
as a bitter day. 

11 § Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord Gop, that I will send a famine in 
the land, not a famine of bread, nor a 
thirst for water,° but of hearing the words 
of the Lorn: 

12 And they shall wander from sea to 
sea, and from the north even to the east, 
they shall run to and fro to seek the word 
of the Lorn, and shall not find zf. 

13 In that day shall the fair virgins 
and young men faint for P thirst. 

14 They that Iswear by the ‘sin of Sa- 
maria, and say, Thy god, O Dan, liveth; 
and, The *manner of Beer-sheba liveth ; 
even they shall ‘fall, and never rise up 








get any of their works. again. 

Th Ezek. 7: 2. bchap.7:8. ¢ chap.5:23. * Heb. shall howl. | 1 Prov. 20:23. 3 Jer. 17:1; Hosea 8:13. k Hosea4:3. 1 Isa 
d chap.6:9, 10. [| Heb. be silent. ¢ Prov. 30:14. f Mal. 1:13. 159:9,10. m Ezek. 7:18. 0 Jer. 6:26. © Psa.74:9. p Psa 
t Or, month. g Neh. 13:15,16. % Heb open. b Deut. 25: 13-16; | 63:1; Isa. 41:17-20. 4 Hosea 4:15. vr Deut.9:21. * Heb 
Micah 6:10, 11. || Heb. perverting the balances of ; Husea 12:7. | way; Acts9:2; 19:9, 23. 8 chap. 5:5, 

should encourage us to offer for our nation and the} secular labor was suspended. Compare Num. 


church, “the effectual fervent prayer,” which 


“ availeth much” with God. Exod. 32: 11-14; 
Num. 14: 13-20. 

8. God’s judgments are so ordered, through his 
infinite wisdom and righteousness, that their effect 
is to destroy the kingdom of Satan, while they en- 
Sarge and build up the kingdom of Christ. Isaiah 
1: 25-27; 10:22. 

10, 11. It is the custom of wicked men to accuse 
those who faithfully reprove them for their sins, of 
seditious conduct, and to represent them as the ene- 
mies and disturbers of the public peace. 1 Kings, 
18:17; Jer. 38:4. 

12-17. God’s authority is higher than that of all 
earthly rulers. These have no right to prescribe 
where his messengers shall preach, nor what they 
shall say. The humblest man to whom God has 
committed a message, is bound to proclaim it bold- 
ly, however contrary it may be to the feelings and 
wishes of sinners; and if he does this, God will be 
with him and vindicate his character, while he 
puts to shame his accusers. 


CHAPTER VII. 


1. Summer fruit ; such as the fig, which was 
harvested in the latter part of summer. 

2. The end is come upon—Israel ; like the 
fruit in this basket, they are ripe for the harvest. 
in the original the two words rendered “ summer 
fruit” and end,” are similar, as if it were said, 
« A basket of ripe fruit;” “my people Israel is ripe 
for the end.” 

- 6. New moon; one of the holy days, in which 





10:10; Neh. 10:31. The ephah; the measure 
used in selling their grain. The shekel; the weight 
of money received in return. Deut. 25:13, 14. 

6. Buy the poor; for servants. See Lev. 
25: 39, and note chap. 2: 6. 

8. Rise wp; with water; that is, be covered. 
Compare Prov. 24:31, where the sluggard’s field 
is said, in the Hebrew, to be “all risen up with 
thorns.” Shall be cast out ; its inhabitants shall 
be carried away by the flood. 

11,12. The words of the Lord; in their dis- 
tress they shall seek counsel from God, but receive 
no answer. Psa. 74:9; Lam. 2:9; Ezek. 7: 26. 

14. Thy god—Beer-sheba liveth; that is, “ As 
thy god, 0 Ban, liveth;” “As the manner of Beer- 
sheba liveth.” These are forms of swearing. “The 
manner of Beer-sheba,” is the idolatrous form of 
worship there established. : 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-3. Though God is long-suffering, not willing 
that any should perish, his forbearance has a limit; 
and when this is reached, his wrath will destroy 
without remedy. 

5. The Sabbath was made for man, and all good 
men love its holy rest. But they who are intent upon 
unrighteous gain, must be expected to hate the in- 
terruption whieh it brings to the pursuit of mam- 
mon, and to use their influence against its sanctity. 

7, When the rich and powerful oppress and spoil 
their fellow-men, and no earthly pier can be 
found to maintain the cause of truth and justice, 
God himself will interpose in behalf of the poor 
and defenceless, and thrust down we 

1 


The certainty of 
CHAPTER IX. 


1 The certainty of the desolation. 13 The restoring of 
the tabernacle of David. 


SAW the Lord standing upon the al- 

tar: and he said, Smite the *lintel of 
the door, that the posts may shake: and 
cutt them in the *head, all of them; and 
I will slay the last of them with the 
sword: he that fleeth of them shall not 
flee away, and he that escapeth of them 
shall not be delivered. 

2 Though >they dig into hell, thence 
shall my hand take them; though they 
climb up to ‘heaven, thence will I bring 
them down: 

3 And though they hide themselves in 
_ the top of Carmel, I will search and take 

them out thence ; and though they be hid 
from my sight in the botiom of the sea, 
thence will I command the serpent, and 
he shall bite them: 

4 And though they go into captivity 
before their enemies, ‘thence will I com- 
mand the sword, and it shall slay them: 
and I will set mine eyes upon them for 
evil, and not for good. 


5 And the Lord Gop of hosts is he that! 


toucheth the land, and it shall ¢melt, 
and all that dwell therein shall mourn: 
and it shall rise up wholly like a flood ; 
and shall be drowned, as by the flood of 
Higypt. : 


AMOS Ix. 


Israel’s desolation. 


6 It is he that buildeth his tsto- —— 
ries in the heaven, and hath founded his 
troops in the earth; he that calleth for 
the waters of the sea, and poureth them 
out upon the face of the earth: The Lorp 
ts his name. 

7 Are ye not as children of the Ethio- 
pians unto me, O children of Israel? 
saith the Lorp. Have not I brought up 
Israel out of the land of Egypt? and the 
Philistines from Caphtor, and the Syr- 
ians from Kir? 

8 Behold, the eyes of the Lord Gop are 
upon the sinful kingdom, and I will de- 
stroy it from off the face of the earth ; 
saving that I will € not utterly destroy the 
house of Jacob, saith the Lorp. 

9 For lo, I will command, and I will 
sift!l the house of Israel among all na- 
tions, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, 
yet shall not the least *grain fall upon 
the earth. 

10 All the sinners of my people shall 
die by the sword, which say, The evil 
shall not overtake nor prevent us. 

11 §] In "that day will I raise up the 
tabernacle of David that is fallen, and 
closet up the breaches thereof; and I 
will raise up his ruins, and I will build 
it as in the days of old: 

12 That they may possess the remnant 
of Edom, and of all the heathen, # which 





* Or, chaupiter, or knop. + Or, wound. a Psa. 68:21. b Psa. 
139:8-L0, ¢ Obad. 4. d Deut. 28:65; Ezek. 5:12. e Micah 
1:4. $ Or, spheres; Heb. ascensions. % Or, bundle f Jer. 47 4. 


g Deut. 4:31. 
15: 15-17, 
is called. 


|| Heb. cause to move. * Heb stone. h Acts 
t Heb, hedge, or wall, $ Heb, upon whom my name 





from the height of their prosperity into remediless 
pun. Poy. up Oost 22.20) 

11-14. When men will not listen, in the time of 
their prosperity, to the messages of God’s word, 
they shall seek from him in their calamity some 
message of comfort, but receive no answer; then 
all their vain confidences will fail, and they perish 
with none to help them. 


CHAPTER IX. 


1. The altar ; the brazen altar in the court of 
the temple at Jerusalem; for the vision has respect 
to the whole covenant people of God. Ver. 11. The 
altar is the seat of God’s justice, and thence his 
commands go forth against the workers of iniquity. 
Compare Ezek. 9:2. Smite the lintel; rather, 
as the margin, “ the chapiter,” or ornamented head 
of the pillars in front of the temple. The posts ; 
or, “the thresholds,” as the Hebrew word is else- 
where rendered. Judg. 19:27; 1 Sam. 5: 4, 5, ete. 
The blow shakes the temple from top to bottom. 
Cut them; smite so as to break them in pieces. 
The reference is to the pillars of the temple. The 
demolition of the temple is a symbol of the destruc- 
tion which God is about to bring upon both parts 
of his covenant people, ver. 8,9. The last of 
them ; the remnant that escapes the first blow. 

3. In the top of Carmel; the reference seems 
to be to the innumerable caves on the top of Car- 
mel. Be hid; rather, “hide themselves.” 

5. Shall rise up; see note chap. 8:8, 

6. His troop; or, “his arch;” that is, the arch 
of heaven. 


the Israelites gloried that they were God’s peculiar 
people, and thought that on this account he could 
never cast them off. But he teaches them that 
since they have made themselves like the heathen 
in character, he will treat them as such. Have 
not I brought—-from Kir? they might reason 
that, since God had brought them out of Egypt 
into the land of Canaan, he would never suifer 
their enemies to dispossess them of it; but he 
reminds them that he has dealt in a like manner 
with the Philistines and the Syrians. No outward 
privileges or past favors can save from punishment 
those who transgress God’s law. Caphtor; ac- 
cording to the ancients, Cappadocia: some under- 
stand the word of Crete. Kir ; between the Black 
sea and the Caspian. See note Isa. 22: 6, 

8. The house of Jacob ; here, like “the house of 
Israel,” ver. 9, used in a general sense for the whole 
posterity of Jacob, including all the twelve tribes. 
9. Shall not the least grain fall; while God, 
af captivity and dispersion, sifts his covenant peo- 
ple, he will save all the righteous among them. 

ll. In that day ; that is, in connection with 
these judgments, and as a consequence of them; 
their effect is to purify the chain, and thus pre- 
fae her for a glorious enlargement. We must not 
imit these words to one particular period of time. 
The restoration of the Jews under Cyrus was only 
the dawn of their fulfilment, which Colonie espec- 
ially to the gospel dispensation, See notes Isa. 
4:2; Dan. 72%]. 

12. Possess the remnant of Edom; take pos- 
session of their inheritance. This is to be ander- 





7. As a of the Ethiopians unto me; 
1118 


stood spiritually of the conversion of the Grentiles. 
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_ The destruction 


hea are called by my name, saith the 


Lorp that doeth this. 

13 Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lorp, *that the ploughman shall over- 
take the reaper, and the treader of grapes 
him that *soweth seed; and the >moun- 
tains shall drop t sweet wine, and all the 
hills shall melt. 

14 And °] will bring again the captiv- 


OBADIAH. 





of Edom. 


ity of my people of Israel, and they shall 
build the waste cities, and inhabit them ; 
and they shall plant vineyards, and drink 
the wine thereof; they shall also make 
gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 

15 And I will ¢plant them upon their 
land, and they shall no more be pulled 
up out of their land which I have given 
them, saith the Lorp thy God. 





OBADIAH. 


1 The destruction of Edom, 3 for their pride, 10 and 
for their wrong unto Jacob. 17 The salvation and 
victory of Jacob. 


HE vision of Obadiah. Thus saith 
the Lord Gop concerning * Edom; 
We have heard a rumor from the Lorp, 
and an ambassador is sent among the 
heathen, Arise ye, and let us rise up 
against her in battle. . 
2 Behold, [have made thee small among 
the heathen: thou art greatly despised. 
3 4 The pride of thy heart hath de- 
ceived thee, thou that dwellest in the 
clefts of the rock, whose habitation zs 
high; that ‘saith in his heart, Who shall 
bring me down to the ground ? 


4 Though &thou exalt thyself as the 
eagle,and though thou set thy nest among 
the stars, thence will I bring thee down, 
saith the Lorn. 

5 If thieves came to thee, if robbers by 
night, (how art thou cut off!) would they 
not have stolen till they had enough? if 
the grape-gatherers came to thee, would 
they not leave + some grapes? 

6 How are the things of Esau "searched 
out! how are his hidden ‘things sought 
up! ; 

7 All the men of thy confederacy have 
brought thee even to the border: the men 
that! were at peace with thee have de- 
ceived thee, and prevailed against thee ; 





a Lev. 26:5. ™ Heb. draweth forth. 
new. c¢ Ezek. 36:33. d Jer. 32: 41. 
Jer. 49:7, etc.; Ezek. 26:12; Joel 3:19; Mal. 1:3, 4 


b Joel 3:18, 20. + Or, 
© Isa. 21:'1; 34:5, etc. ; 
f Isa. 


14:13-15; Rev. 18:7. g Job20:6,  $ Or, gleanings. b Psa. 


139:1  iDan, 2:22. 4 Heb. of thy peace. 





to Christ. The Edomites are named as the most prom- 
inent among the enemies of the covenant people. 
Their subsequent conquest by John Hyrcanus, and 
incorporation into the Jewish nation, was only an ear- 
nest of a higher spiritual fulfilment of the prophecy. 

13. Shall overtake the reaper ; compare Lev. 
26:5. Shall melt; be dissolved by the streams of 
new wine; a poetical description of great fruitful- 
ness and plenty. Compare Joel 3:18. The out- 
ward peace and abundance of that happy day, as it 
is the effect, so is it also the sign of the spiritual 
fruitfulness and prosperity of God’s people. 

14, 15. Bring again the captivity of my peo- 
ple—plant them ; God’s people are here the univer- 
sal church, into which all nations are to be gathered. 
Isa. 60:3-16. The grafting in again to the visible 
church of ancient Israel, is not to be understood as 
the main fulfilment of this prophecy, but rather as 
that mighty event which in a special manner hast- 
ens its fulfilment. See Rom. 11:12, 15, 25, 26. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

No outward privileges and relations to God can 
exempt the wicked from punishment. Again and 
again has judgment begun at the house of God, 
and proceeded till his visible followers were sifted 
“like as corn is sifted in a sieve.” But-the result 
has been the salvation and enlargement of the true 
Israel. Thus shall God continue to carry forward 
his work from age to age, till that happy time fore- 
told by the ancient prophets, when Zion shall be 
established in perpetual peace and prosperity. 


OBADIAH. 


Concerning the date of Obadiah’s prophecy, ex- 
positors are not agreed. There is no decisive rea- 





son for supposing that he does not belong to the 
age of Jeroboam second; yet many consider him 
as contemporary with Jeremiah, with whom he has 
much incommon. See Jer. 49: 7-17. The Edom- 
ites were conspicuous for their hatred against Grod’s 
covenant people. See Ezek. 25:12; 35:5-15; 
Joel 3:19; Amos 1:11, and the parallel passage 
in Jeremiah. Accordingly they stand here, in re- 
spect to both their guilt and punishment, as the 
representatives of Zion’s enemies in all ages. In 
like manner, the promised victory of Israel over 
them, represents the universal triumph of the church 
which is reserved for “the last days.” 

1. Is sent among the heathen; to stir them 
is oe against Edom. His words follow imme- 

lately. 

2. 1 have made thee small ; the future punish- 
ment of Edom is spoken of as if it had already taken 

lace. Compare ver. 6, 7. Some think the sins of 

dom, described ver. 10-14, are in like manner fu- 
ture, though the spirit which okay oy to them already 
exists, and manifests itself as it has op ortunity. 

3,4. The pride of thy heart—bring thee 
down ; see note Jer. 49: 16. 

5. Till they had enough ; that is, only till they 
had enough, leaving the rest. Grape-gatherers; a 
symbol for “ thieves” and “robbers,” Edom being 

e plundered vine. The meaning of these questions 
is, that the enemies of Edom have ravaged her more 
than thieves and robbers. Comp. Jer. 49: 

6. Searched out—sought up; by his enemies, 
Jer. 49: 10. 

7. Men of thy confederacy ; Edom’s allies, to 
whom he trusted for help. A wound; or, “a 
snare.” In him; in Edom. 

1119 


Wrongs of Edom against 


they* that eat thy bread have laid a wound 
under thee: *there is none understanding 
int him. 

8 Shall I not in that day, saith the 
Lorp, even destroy the wise men out of 
Edom, and understanding out of the 
‘mount of Esau? 

9 And thy »mighty men, O Teman, shall 
be dismayed, to the end that every one 
of the mount of Esau may be cut off by 
slaughter. 

10 § For thy ‘violence against thy 
brother Jacob, shame shall cover thee, 
and thou shalt be cut off for ever. 

11 In the day that thou stoodest on the 
other side, in the day that the strangers 
carried away captive ‘ his forces, and for- 
eigners entered into his gates, and cast 
lots‘ upon Jerusalem, even thou wast as 
one of them. 

12 But’ thou shouldest not have* looked 
on the day of thy brother in the day that 
he became a stranger; neither shouldest 
thou have rejoiced over the children of 
Judah in the day of their destruction ; 
neither shouldest thou have !spoken 
proudly in the day of distress. 

13 Thoushouldest not have entered into 
the gate of my people in the day of their 
calamity; yea, thou shouldest not have 
looked on their affliction inthe day oftheir 
calamity, nor have laid hands on their 
substance* in the day of their calamity ; 

14 Neither shouldest thou have stood 
in the crossway, to cut off those of his 
that did escape; neither shouldest thou 


OBADIAH. 


Judah recompensed.. 


have tdelivered up those of his *s™3u7: 
that did remain in the day of distress. 

15 For ‘the day of the Lorp is near 
upon all the heathen: &as thou hast done, 
it shall be done unto thee: thy reward 
shall return upon thine own head. 

16 For as ye have drunk upon my holy 
mountain, so shall all the heathen drink 
continually ; yea, they shall drink, and 
they shall #swallow down, and they shall 
be as though they had not been. 

17 § But "upon mount Zion shall be 
deliverance,’ and there shall be holi- 
ness ; and the house of Jacob shall pos- 
sess their possessions. 

18 And the house of Jacob shall be a‘fire, 
and the house of Joseph a flame, and the 
house of Esau for stubble, and they shall 
kindle in them, and devour them; and 
there shall not be any remaining of the 
house of Esau: forthe Lorn hath spoken zt. 

19 And they of the south shall possess 
the }mount of Esau; and they of the 
plain, the Philistines: and they shall 
possess the fields of Ephraim, and the 
fields of Samaria: and Benjamin shall 
possess Gilead. 

20 And the captivity of this host of the 
children of Israel shall possess that of the 
Canaanites, even unto Zarephath; and 
the captivity of Jerusalem, *which zs in 
Sepharad, shall possess the ‘cities of the 
south. 

21 And ‘saviors shall come up on 
mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; 
and the ™kingdom shall be the Lorp’s. 








* Heb. the men of. a Isa. 9:1l-l4. { Or, of it, b Psa. 76:5, 
e Psa. 137:7; Ezek. 36:5.  £ Or, Ats substance, 4 Joel 3:3; 
Nahum3:10. % Or,donot behold. ¢ Mic.4:11; 7:8-10. || Heb. 
magnified thy mouth. * Or, forces. f Or, shut up; Psa. 31:8. 


f Ezek. 30:3. g Hab.2:8. $ Ov, supup. hb Joel 2:32. Q Or, 
they that escape. || Or, it shall be holy ; Joel 3:17. i Isa. 10: 17. 
j Amos 9:12. * Or, shall possess that which is in Sepharad. 


k Jer. 32:14. 11 Tim. 4:16, m Zech.14:9; Lukel: 33. 





8,9. Wise men—mighty men—Teman ; see 
Jer. 49:7. 

11. His forces—his gates ; those of God’s peo- 
ae Wast as one of them; see Psa. 137:7; 

zek. 39: 15. 

12. Thou shouldest not have looked ; rather, 
as the margin, “do not behold ;” and so of all the 
other expressions to the end of ver. 14. Thus the 
prophet warns Edom against indulging his hatred 
towards (rod’s people. 

14. Delivered wp; to the enemy. 

16. As ye have drunk upon'my holy moun- 
tain; as ye, my people, who dwell upon my holy 
mountain, have cents that is,.drunk the cup of 
my wrath. Compare Jer. 25: 27-29; 49:12. For 
the doctrine here taught, compare 1 Pet. 4:17. 

17. Their possessions ; the possessions of the 
Edomites. 

19. They of the south; they of Judah, who 
occupy the south of Palestine, shall possess the 
mount of Esau ; which extended south and east 
of the southern border of Judah. They of the 
plain; of Judah, towards the Mediterranean, 
shall possess the land of the Philistines; which 
lay on the western border of this plain: they shall 
possess Ephraim and Samaria; that is, the ter- 
ritory of the kingdom of Israel. Thus the whole of 
Canaan is given to Judah. Gilead; on the east of 
the ie yee to the territory of Benjamin. 





20. The captivity—of Israel ; the remnant of 
the ten tribes are assigned a portion out of Pales- 
tine, adjacent to their ancient territory in Palestine. 
That of the Canaanites; the territory of the 
Canaanites, north of the ancient possessions of Is- 
rael. Zarephath; on the sea-coast of Phenicia, 
between Tyre and Sidon. The captivity—in 
Sepharad ; captives from Jerusalem, then dwell- 
ing in Sepharad; of these and of Sepharad we 
know nothing. The cities of the south ; heathen 
cities, apparently beyond “the mount of Esau,” 
which has been given to the south of Judah, ver. 
19; just as the captivity of Israel has a possession 
north of that given to Judah. 

In interpreting this and the preceding verse, we 
are not to insist on particulars. The meaning is, 
that the remnant of Judah and Israel shall possess 
the land of their enemies; and this, again, repre- 
sents the universal spiritual triumph of God’s people. 

21. Saviors; in the temporal saviors after the 
Babylonish captivity, who conquered the Edom- 
ites, we have only the earnest of the true fulfil- 
ment of this promise in Christ. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2_4. No wisdom, riches, military power, or nat- 
ural strength of position, can secure a people 
against God’s judgments. When a nation puts its 
trust in these, instead of its Maker, and is thus 
lifted up with pride and self-confidence, God will 
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JONAH. 


BCs eon. CHAPTER lL. 


1 Jonah, sent to Nineveh, fleeth to Tarshish. 4 He is 
bewrayed by a tempest, 11 thrown into the sea, 17 
and swallowed by a fish. 


OW the word of the Lorp came unto 
*Jonah the *son of Amittai, saying, 

2 Arise, go to” Nineveh, that great city, 
and ery against it; for their wickedness 
is come “up before me. 

3 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tar- 
shish from the ‘presence of the Lorn, 
and went down to*Joppa; and he found 
a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the 
fare thereof, and went down into it, to 
go with them unto Tarshish from the 
presence of the Lorn. 

4 4 But the Lorp tsent out a ‘great 
wind into the sea, and there was a mighty 
tempest in the sea, so that the ship was 
like? to be broken. 

5 Then the mariners were afraid, and 
cried every man unto his god, and &cast 
forth the wares that were in the ship into 
the sea, to lighten zt of them. But Jonah 
was gone down into the sides of the ship; 
and he lay, and was fast asleep. 

6 So the shipmaster came to him, and 
said unto him, What meanest thou, O 
sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so 
be that God will think upon us, that we 
perish not. 

7 And they said every one to his fellow, 
Come, and let us cast "lots, that we may 


know for whose cause this evil zs upon 
us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell 
upon Jonah. 

8 Then said they unto him, Tell us, we 
pray thee, for whose cause this evil is 
upon us? What 7s thine occupation? and 
whence comest thou? what zs thy coun- 
try ? and of what people art thou? 

9 And he said unto them, I am a He- 
brew; and I fear §the Lorp, the God of 
heaven, which ‘hath made the sea and 
the dry land. 

10 Then were the men |lexceedingly 
afraid, and said unto him, Why hast thou 
done this? For the men knew that he 
fled from the presence of the Lorp, be- 
cause he had told them. 

11 | Then said they unto him, What 
shall we do unto thee, that the sea may 
be *calm unto us? For the sea | wrought, 
and was tempestuous. 

12 And he said unto them, Take me 
up, and cast me forth into the sea; so 
shall the sea be calm unto you: for [ 
know that for/my sake this great tem- 
pest 2s upon you. 

13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard 
to bring zt to the land; but they could 
not: For the sea wrought, and was iem- 
pestuous against them. 

14 Wherefore they cried unto the Lorp, 
and said, We beseech thee, O Lorn, we 
beseech thee, let us not perish for this 





* Called Jonas, Mat. 12:39. a2 Kings,14: 25. b Gen. 10:11, 12. 
e Ezra 9:6. 4 Psa, 139: 7. ¢ Acts 9:36. t Heb. cast forth. { Psa. 
107: 25. ¢ Heb. thought. g Acts 27: 18, etc. bh Josh. 7:14, 16; 1 Sam. 


14:41, 42. @ Or, JEHOVAH. 3 Psa. 146: 6. || Heb. afraid with 
great fear. * Heb, silent from us. { Or, grew more and more tem 
pestuous ; Heb. went. 3 Josh. 7:12; Eccl. 4:18. $ Heb. digged. 





make it “small” and “ greatly despised” before 
the eyes of all men. 

7. The confederacies which one wicked nation 
makes with neighboring nations as wicked as itself, 
will in the end bring destruction instead of salva- 
tion. 2 Chron. 28:20. 

8,9. When God purposes to destroy a nation for its 
sins, he commonly removes from it the wise and pru- 
dent, and gives it over to weak and foolish counsels. 

10-16. To rejoice over the calamities which be- 
fall our enemies is a heinous sin, which God will 
not suffer to go unpunished; but when the wicked 
exult in the sufferings which he sends upon his own 
people for their correction, and aggravate them by 
deeds of cruelty and perfidy, he will put to their 
lips the cup of wrath, and compel them to drink it 
to the dregs. Prov. 24: 15-18. 

17-21. When God afflicts his covenant people, it 
is always for their purification and salvation; in 
due time he grants them, through Christ, a glorious 
deliverance from their troubles, and makes them 
victorious over all that hated and persecuted them. 


CHAPTER I. 
1. Jonah the son af Amittai; he was of Gath- 
hepher, a town of the tribe of Zebulun, in the north 
of Palestine; and probably prophesied, like Amos, in 





the reign of Jeroboam second, king of Israel, Josh. 
19:13; 2 Kings, 14:25; butsome think much earlier. 
Our Saviour compares the event which befell him in 
his flight to his own burial and resurrection. Mat. 
12:39, 40. In like manner, his mission to Nineveh, 
then the head of the gentile world, seems to have 
been a sign of the future calling of the Gentiles. 

2. Nineveh, that great city ; the capital of the 
Assyrian empire, which was then in the height of 
its power. Its ruins on the eastern bank of the 
Tigris, opposite to the modern Mosul, attest its 
ancient magnificence. Cry against it; he re- 
ceived at this time his commission to foretell its 
overthrow. See chap. 3:2. 

3. Rose up to flee; see note chap. 4:2. Jop- 
pa; now Yafa, on the Mediterranean. It hes 
north-west of Jerusalem, and is its port. Tar- 
shish; in the south of Spain, north-west of the 
straits of Gibraltar. See note Isa. 23: 1. 

8. For whose cause ; probably, for what crime, 
and to whom done? 

14. Hast done as it pleased thee ; they plead, 
in vindication of the act which they are about to 
do, the necessity laid upon them by the sovereign 
will of Jonah’s God. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 
1. The true servant of God maim Meanie to 


Jonah is rescued. 


man’s life, and*lay not upon us innocent 
blood: for thou, O Lorn, hast done as it 
pleased thee. | 

15 So they took up Jonah, and cast him 
forth into the sea; and the sea *ceased 
from her raging. 

16 Then *the men feared the Lorn ex- 
ceedingly, and toffered a sacrifice unto 
the Lorp, and +made vows. 

17 | Now the Lorp had prepared a 
great fish to swallow up Jonah. And 
Jonah© was in the $ belly of the fish three 
days and three nights. 


CHAPTER II. 
1 The prayer of Jonah. 10 He is delivered from the 
fish. 


HEN Jonah prayed unto the Lorp 
his God out of the fish’s belly, 

2 And said, “I cried !| by reason of mine 
affliction unto the Lorp, and he heard 
me; ‘out of the belly of *hell cried J, 
and thou fheardest my voice. 

3 For&thou hadst cast me into the deep, 
in the t midst of the seas; and the floods 
compassed me about: all thy " billows 
and thy waves passed over me. 

4 Then '[ said, I am cast out of thy 
sight; yet I will look again /toward thy 

holy temple. 

- 5 The waters compassed me ‘about, 
even to the soul: the depth closed me 


JONAH III. 


He goeth to Nineveh. 


round about, the weeds were 4,™.*i- 
wrapped about my head. 

6 | went down to the + bottoms of the 
mountains; the earth with her bars was 
about me for ever: 'yet hast thou brought 
up my life from Scorruption, O Lorp my 

od. , 

7 When my soul fainted within me I 
remembered the Lorn: and my prayer 
came" in unto thee, into thy holy temple. 

8 They" that observe lying vanities 
forsake their own mercy. 

9 But I will °sacrifice unto thee with 
the voice of thanksgiving; [ will pay 
that that have vowed. Salvation is of 
the Lorp. 

10 Y And Pthe Lorn spake unto the 
fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the 
dry land. 


CHAPTER III. 


1 Jonah, sent again, preacheth to the Ninevites. 5 Upon 
their repentance, 10 God spareth them, 


ND the word of the Lorp came unto 
Jonah the second time, saying, 

2 Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great 
city, and preach unto it the preaching 
that I bid thee. 

3 So Jonah arose, and went unto Nine- 
veh, according to the word of the Lorn. 
Now Nineveh was !an exceeding great 
city of three days’ journey. 





a Deut. 21:8. * Heb.stood, b Isa.26:9; Acts5:11. + Heb. 
sacrificed a sacrifice. $~ Heb. vowed vows. ¢ Mat. 12:40, Q Heb. 
bowels. 4 Psa. 120; 1; 130-1; Lam.3:55, 56. |] Or, outof, e Psa. 
1:2. * Or, the grave; Isa. 14:9. f Psa.34:6. g Psa, 8&:5-8, 
¢ Heb. heart. bh Psa. 42:7. i Psa. 31:22. j 1 Kings, 8:38, 39. 


k Psa. 69:1; Lam. 3:54. Heb cuttings off. 11sa. 38.17. 
the pit, m Psa.18:6. m1 Sam. 12:21; 2 Kings, 17; 15. 
40:14, 23; Rom. 12:1; Heb. 13:15, p Isa. 50:2. |j Heb. a city 
great of God; Gen, 30: 8. 





go, not where he would choose to labor, but where 
his Master sends him; and faithfully to deliver God’s 
messages in the sphere assigned to him. 

4. The way of duty is the only way of peace and 
safety. They who seek to escape trouble by dis- 
obeying God’s commands, plunge themselves into 
deeper trouble. 

5. When the believer has departed from the path 
of obedience, God’s judgments often overtake him in 
the midst of his insensibility and worldly security. 

6. Intimes of great peril, backsliders from God are 
generally the last to see and understand their situa- 
tion. God sometimes employs even unconverted men 
to arouse them to a sense of their guilt and danger. 

10. A frank and hearty confession of sin is one 
. of the marks by which a penitent believer may be 
distinguished from a hypocrite. 

12. The true child of God prefers to bear in his 
own person the calamities which his sins have oc- 
casioned, even to death itself, rather than that his 
fellow-men should suffer for them. 1 Chron. 21:17. 

14, 15. The taking of human life is a most sol- 
emn act, and to be avoided as far as possible; but 
when it becomes a plain duty, and is performed in 
the fear of God, Bit in accordance with his reveal- 
ed will, he will approve the transaction, and not 
reckon it to us as sin. 

17. God, who brought again from the grave our 
Lord Jesus Christ, is able to preserve the lives of 
his servants in all possible circumstances of peril ; 
and he will preserve them so far as is needful for 
his own glory, and the execution of his infinitely 
wise counsels. 

ll 


CHAPTER Il. 

4. Look again; seldom or never does a good 
man fall into absolute despair. 

5. Even to the soul ; to the taking away of my 
life, which must have perished but for God's mi- 
raculous preservation of it. 

6. For ever ; this expresses his feeling as he fell 
into the abyss, and was swallowed up by the fish. 
He considered himself as already in the lower world, 
whence there is noreturn. Yet hast thou brought; 
here begins the language of confident faith; hespeaks - 
of his deliverance as already accomplished. 

8. Lying vanities; all the vain confidences of 
those who forsake God, with allusion to his own 
conduct in fleeing from the Lord. Forsake their 
own mercy ; forsake God, the source of all mercy, 
and bring upon themselves his wrath. 

9. But I; he speaks as one penitent and forgiven. 
Willsacrtfice; that is, when restored to thedry land, 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Affliction drives the erring child of God to 
earnest prayer and confession of sin. 

2-10. God can hear and answer prayer in the 
most desperate circumstances; and the preserva- 
tion of life in the midst of deadly perils, should 
encourage us to hope and pray for a full deliver- 
ance from them, upon repentance and confession, 
even though they may have been brought upon us 


by our sins. 
CHAPTER Ill. 
3. Of three days’ journey ; probably, three » 
days’ journey in circuit; for this agrees with the 





account of the ancient historians, who assign to 








The Ninevites repent. 


4-Ms2- 4 And Jonah began to enter into 
the city a day’s journey, and he cried, and 
said, * Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall 
be overthrown. 

5 § So the people of Nineveh believed 
God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on 
sackcloth, from the greatest of them even 
to the least of them. 

6 For word came unto the king of Nin- 
eveh, and he arose from his throne, and 
he laid his robe from him, and covered 
him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 

7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and 
published*through Nineveh by the decree 
of the king and his nobles, saying, Let nei- 
ther man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any 
thing: let them not feed, nor drink water: 

8 But let man and beast be covered 
with "sackcloth, and cry mightily unto 
God: yea, let them turn every one from 
his evil way, and from the violence that 
is in their hands. 

9 Who can tell if God will turn and 
repent, and turn away from his fierce 
anger, that we perish not? 

10 4] And God ‘saw their works, that they 
turned‘ from their evil way; and God re- 
pented of the evil, that he had said that he 
would do unto them; and he did z¢ not. 


CHAPTER IV. 


1 Jonah, repining at God’s mercy, 4 is reproved by the 
type of a gourd. 


B. it displeased Jonah exceedingly, 
and he was very angry. 

2 And he prayed unto the Lorn, and 
said, I pray thee, O Lorn, was not this my 
saying, when I was yet in my country? 
Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: 
for I knew that thou art a gracious God, 


JONAH IV. 


Jonah’s murmurs reproved. 


and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 

3 Therefore now, O Lorn, take, I be- 
seech thee, my life from me; ° for zt zs 
better for me to die than to live. 

4 4 Then said the Lorn, # Doest thou 
well to be angry? 

5 So Jonah went out of the city, and 
sat on the east side of the city, and there 
made him a booth, and sat under it in 
the shadow, till he might see what would 
become of the city. 

6 And the Lorp God prepared a gourd, 
and made zt to come up over Jonah, that 
it might be a shadow over his head, to 
deliver him from his grief. So Jonah 
was |! exceeding glad of the gourd. 

7 But God prepared a worm when the 
morning rose the next day, and it smote 
the gourd that it withered. 

8 And it came to pass, when the sun 
did arise, that God prepared a *vehement 
east wind; and the sun beat upon the 
head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wish- 
ed in himself to dic, and said, It is better 
for me to die than to live. 

9 And God said to Jonah, t Doest thou 
well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, 
I+ do well to be angry, even unto death. 

10 Then said the Lorn, Thou hast § had. 
pity on the gourd, for the which thou 
hast not labored, neither madest it grow ; 
which !!came up in a night, and perished 
in a night: 

11 And should not I spare Nineveh, 
that great city, wherein are more than 
sixsecore thousand persons that cannot 
discern between their right hand and 
their left hand; and also much cattle? 








a Jer. 13: 7-10, * Heb. said, t Heb. greatmen. b Joel2: 15, 
16. ¢1 Kings, 21:27,29. 4 Lukeli:32, e Jer. 20:14-18, $f Or, 
Art thou greatly angry? % Or, palmcrist ; Heb. Kikajon. || Heb. 





Nineveh a circuit of 480 furlongs, and reckon 150 
of these—about seventeen and a quarter English 
miles—as a day's journey. This was, moreover, 
the usual mode of estimating the size of cities. 
Nineveh, like Babylon, enclosed within its walls 
much cultivated ground. 

4. Aday’s journey ; that is, what he could ac- 
complish in a day, proclaiming his message as he 
proceeded. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. In true believers, the sure fruit of affliction is 
obedience to God’s word. Psa. 119: 67. 

5. They who have grown up in ignorance of God 
are often ready to hear and obey the solemn mes- 
sages of his word, which men educated under the 
light of revelation reject. Mat. 11: 20-24; 12:41. 

7. When public calamities threaten a people, it 
is the duty of its rulers to acknowledge God's hand 
by the ny pe of days for solemn fasting and 
prayer. In this respect, the example of the Nine- 
vites is a rebuke to many communities that are 
called Christian. 

10. God is no respecter of persons. His mercy 
and loving-kindness extend to all nations, and he is 
ever ready to hear the prayer of the penitent, and 
forgive their transgressions. 








CHAPTER IV. 

2. Was not this my saying—I knew that 
thou art a gracious God ; according to some, he 
feared lest the event should falsify his prediction, 
and thus bring discredit upon himself and the 
prophetical office. According to others, he rightly 
understood the design of the warning to be that 
the Ninevites might be brought to repentance, and 
thus saved from the impending destruction; while 
he regarded them, in common with all heathen na- 
tions, as the natural enemies of God’s people, and 
unworthy of his mercy. The latter is the prefera- 
ble view. Compare hits 10: 28, 45; 11: 2-18. 

4. Doest thou well to be angry? asevere rebuke 


‘to his narrow-minded and uncharitable feelings. 


. A gourd; a plant of the gourd family, which 
grows srandantly on the Tigris, and is trained at 
the present day to run over booths, that it may 
protect them from the scorching rays of the sun. 

8. A vehement east wind; which in that re- 
gion is hot and suffocating. 

11. Cannot discern; the reference is to young 
children. The prophet would have God’s mercy 
limited to his own covenant people; but he is here 
shown that “the Lord is good to all; and his ten- 
der mercies are over all his Worth 145: 9. 


MICAH. 


CHAPTER I. 


1 Micah showeth the wrath of God against Jacob for 
idolatry. 10 He exhorteth to mourning. 


HE word of the Lorp that came to 

Micah* the Morasthite in the days 
of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 
Judah, which he saw concerning Sama- 
ria and Jerusalem. 

2 Hear, *all ye people; “hearken, O 
earth, and fall that therein is: and let 
the Lord Gop be ‘witness against you, 
the Lord from his holy temple. 

3 For behold, the Lorp cometh forth 
out of his place, and will come down, 
and tread upon the high places of the 
earth. 

4 And the mountains shall be molten 
under him, and the valleys shall be cleft, 
as wax before the fire, and as the waters 
that are poured down a ‘steep place. 

5 For ‘the transgression of Jacob is all 
this, and for the sins of the house of Is- 
rael. Whatzs the transgression of Jacob? 
is it not Samaria? and what are the high 


places of Judah? are they not Je- *s%3 53 


rusalem ? 

6 Therefore I will make Samaria as 
a heap of the field, and as plantings of 
a vineyard: and I will pour down the 
stones thereof into the valley, and I will 
discover the foundations thereof. 

7 And all the graven images thereof 
shall be beaten to pieces, and all the 
hires thereof shall be burned with the 
fire, and all the idols thereof will I lay 
desolate: for she gathered zt of the hire 
of a harlot, and they shall return to the 
hire of a harlot. 

8 Therefore I will wail and howl, I will 
go stripped and naked: I will make a 
wailing like the dragons, and mourning 
as the fowls. 

9 For | her wound is incurable; for it 
is °come unto Judah; he is come unto 
the gate of my people, even to Jerusalem. 

10 §[ Declare ye it not at Gath, weep 
ye not at all: in the house of *Aphrah 
roll thyself in the dust. 





bIsa.1:2. ft Heb. 


a Jer. 26:18. * Heb. ye people, all of them. 
d Lam. 5:16. 


the fulness thereof. ¢ Psa. 50:7. $ Heb. descent. 


% Heb, daughters of the owl. || Or, she 18 gricvously sick of her 
wounds. e 2 Kings, 18:13. * Thats, Dust. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. Even good men are sometimes displeased 
with the mercy which God shows to others, when 
they think it will operate to their own injury, or 
that of their country or party; but all such feel- 
ings are narrow, selfish, and abominable, in God's 
sight. It should be our earnest endeavor to stand 
on the gospel platform of love and good-will tow- 
ards all men, being ever ready to rejoice in the 
true spiritual increase of others, though it may be 
the occasion of our outward decrease. 

3. As long as we are willing humbly to.serve 
God in the sphere which he has assigned us, we 
have no occasion to pray that he would take away 
our life. From the example of Jonah, we see that 
it is only a discontented and rebellious spirit which 
leads men to desire death before the appointed 
time. 

4. God’s forbearance with his servants in their 
waywardness and folly is unspeakable. Because 
he is God and not man, he does not consume them, 
but kindly and patiently leads them to a knowledge 
of their unreasonableness and of his infinite good- 
ness. 

9. Jonah was greatly afflicted at the loss of his 
gourd, but he had no pity for the mighty city of 
Nineveh. Here we see, as in a mirror, the malig- 
nant and debasing nature of sin. It leads men to 
exalt their own private interests above the life and 
welfare of their fellow-men. 

11. How humiliating to the great men of Nine- 
veh was the reason which God assigned for sparing 
their city! Not for their sake did he have pity 
upon Nineveh, but for the sake of the unoffending 
children and cattle within its walls. Were he 
now to proclaim, in like manner, the grounds of 
his forbearance with the wicked cities of our day, 
the proud and self-confident who throng their 
- streets wi - that they are spared for the sake 





of those whom they despise as greatly inferior to 
themselves. 


CHAPTER I. 


1. In the days of Jotham—Hezekiah ; he 
was thus contemporary with Isaiah. This book 
seems to contain a summary of his prophecies. 

2. Be witness against you; that is, by his 
judgments upon you. Compare Mal. 3: 5. 

d. Is it not Samaria? is not Samaria its chief 
seat and centre? The high places of Judah ; 
high places for the worship of idols. Num. 22:41, 
etc. 

6. Samaria; the capital city of the kingdom of 
Israel, lying on a beautiful hill surrounded by higher 
hills. The threatening contained in this verse has 
been literally fulfilled. The hill itself is cultivated 
at the present day, and all its ancient foundations 
have been cast down into the surrounding valley, 
or carried away. 

7. Hires; wages of prostitution, meaning the 
treasures accumulated by the idolatrous city, idola- 
try being spiritual fornication. She gathered itt ; 
rather, * gathered them;” that is, all the things 
that have been enumerated. They shall return; 
all these possessions shall return; they shali fail 
into the hands of other idolaters—the Assyrians—to 
be used as she has used them. 

8. Iwill wail; the prophet speaks in the name 
of his people. Dragons ; see note Isa. 13:22. 

er wound ; the wound inflicted upon God's 
people by the Assyrian invasion, which, after over- 
runnin Reeth comes to Judah. : 

10. Declare ye it not ; tell not this calamity 
of my people. Compare 2 Sam. 1:20. Gath; 
a city of the Philistines. The prophet names sev- 
eral places to which the invading army shall come, 
always with an allusion to their meaning or sound 
in the original, which cannot be given in English. 
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The wrath of God 


A M.%254. 11 Pass ye away, *thou jinhab- 


itant of Saphir, having thy shame naked: 
the inhabitant of ? Zaanan came not forth 
in the mourning of $ Beth-ezel: he shall 
receive of you his standing. 

12 Forthe inhabitant of Maroth waited 
carefully for good: but evil came down 
from the Lorp unto the gate of Jerusalem. 

13 O thou inhabitant of Lachish, bind 
the chariot to the swift beast: she zs the 
beginning of the sin to the daughter of 
Zion: for the transgressions of Israel 
were found in thee. 

14 Therefore shalt thou give presents 
to* Moresheth-gath : the houses of fAch- 
zib shall be a lie to the kings of Israel. 

15 Yet will I bring an heir unto thee, 
O inhabitant of Mareshah: the shall 
come unto Adullam the glory of Israel. 

16 Make thee bald, and poll thee for 
thy *delicate children; enlarge thy bald- 
ness as the eagle; for they are gone into 
captivity from thee. 


CHAPTER II. 


1 Against oppression. 4 Alamentation. 7 A reproof 
of injustice and idolatry. 12 A promise of restoring 
Jacob. : 

OE to them that devise iniquity, and 

work evil upon their® beds! when 

the morning is light, they practise it, be- 
cause it is in the power of their hand. 

2 And they covet fields, and take them 


MICAH ITI. 


against Jacob. 


by violence; and houses, and take them 
away: so they Soppress a man and his 
house, even a man and his heritage. 

3 Therefore thus saith the Lorn; Be- 
hold, against this family do I devise an 
evil, from which ye shall not remove 
your necks; neither shall ye go haugh- 
tily: for °this time zs evil. 

4 9 In that day shall one take up a 
parable against you, and lament with a 
doleful!! lamentation, and say, We be ut- 
terly spoiled: he hath changed the por- 
tion of my people: how hath he remov- 
ed it from me! *turning away he hath 
divided our fields. 

5 Therefore thou shalt have none that 
shall cast a¢cord by lot in the congre- 
gation of the Lorn. 

6 Prophesy t ye not, say they to them 
that prophesy: they shall not prophesy 
to them, that they shall not take shame. 

7 YO thou that art named The house 
of Jacob, is the Spirit of the Lorp ¢strait- 
ened? are *these his doings? do not my 
words do good to him that walketh Sup- 
rightly 2 

8 Even lof late my people is risen up 
as an enemy: ye pull off the robe *with 
the garment from them that pass by se- 
curely as men averse from war. 

9 The women of my people have ye 
cast out from their pleasant houses; from 





¥ Or, thow that divelleat fairly. j Heb, inhabitress. $ Or, The 
country of Or, A place near. || Or, was grieved. * Or, 


ry ks. 
for. } Thatis, Alte. }$ Or, the glory of Israel shall come, a Lam. 


4:5-8, b Hosea7:6. Or, defraud. ¢ Amos 5:13. || Heb. 





~ 


1 * Or, instead of restoring. 4 Psa. 


16:6; Hosea¥:3. ¢ Or, Prophesy not as they prophesy ; Heb. Drop 5 
Ezek, 20:46. $ Or, shortened, © Isa.59.1,2. Q Heb, upright. 
{ Hos. 14:9. |] Heb. yesterday. * Heb. over against, { Ur, wives. 








11. Pass ye away ; that is, flee before the in- 
vaders. Shall receive of you his standing; or 
“shall take from you its standing,” that is, the 
standing of Beth-ezel; he shall destroy its place. 

13. Lachish; in the plain of the Mediterra- 
nean, south-east from Jerusalem. See 2 Kings, 
18:14; Isa. 36:2. The beginning of the sin 
to the daughter of Zion; a leader to Judah in 
introducing “ the transgressions of Israel ;” that is, 
the idolatrous practices of Israel. 

14. Give presents to Moresheth-gath ; better, 
“ give a release upon Moresheth-gath;” that is, 
resign thy right to it. Achzib; that is, lie; a 
town on the sea-coast, north of Carmel. Shall be 
a lie—Israel; shall disappoint their hopes. 

15. An heir; a conqueror who shall possess 
himself of thee. Mareshah, as well as Adullam, 
lay in the plain of Judah, south-west from Jeru- 
salem. 

16. Poll thee; cut off thy hair, as a sign of 
grief. As the eagle; which sheds its feathers 
in the spring, unless the reference be to the bald- 


eagle. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

2-4. Two things should be firmly established in 
our belief: first, that when men persist in sin, God 
will not let them go unpunished; secondly, that 
when he comes to en them, they will not be 
able either to escape or endure his wrath. This is 
as true of communities and individuals now, as it 
was in the days of Micah. 

5-9. The capital cities of states and nations 
ought to be centres of religious influence. When, 
instead of this, they become centres of corruption 


— * 





and wickedness, God will make their punishment 
as conspicuous as their crimes. 

10-16. The utter desolation of the holy land by 
the Assyrians and Chaldeans, and afterwards by 
the Romans, is set forth as a warning to the world 
in all ages. It teaches nations that righteousness 
is the only road to true prosperity, and shows the 
visible church of God that her unfaithfulness will 
be visited with the severest judgments. 


CHAPTER II. 

1. Work evil ; lay evil plans. 

3. Do I devise ; since they devise iniquity, God 
devises evil against them. 

4. He hath changed the portion of my peo- 
ple; God has taken from his people their inherit- 
ance and given it to the heathen. Turning away; 
that is, alienating from us. 

5. Thou; Israel and Judah. None that shall 
cast a cord by lot; an allusion to the original di- 
vision of the land by lot. The land shall be taken 
from them, so that they can no more divide it among 
ng ae teer sl ‘ . 

. Say they ; the people say to the true proph- 
ets. That they shall nociade alsa 5 or; “ bathe 
shall not depart ;” that is, since they will not hear 
God’s prophets, he will give them up to ignominy. 

7. pe these his doings? are these threatenings 
the things in which he delights? do not your sins 
force him to utter them? Compare 1 Kings, 18: 17, 
18; 21:20. 

9. My glory ; literally, “my ornament ;” that 
is, the possessions wherewith I, as their covenant 
God, have honored them. side 


The falsehood 


their children have ye taken away my 
glory for ever. 

10 Arise ye, and depart; for this is 
not your rest: because it is *polluted, it 
shall destroy you, even with a sore de- 
struction. 

11 If a man *walking in the spirit and 
falsehood do lie, saying, I will prophesy 
unto thee of wine and of strong drink; 
he shall even be the prophet of this 
people. 

12 4 I will surely assemble, O Jacob, 
all of thee; I will surely gather the rem- 
nant of Israel; I will put them together 
as the sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in 
the midst of their fold: they shall make 
great noise by reason of the multitude of 
men. 

13 The breaker is come up before them; 
they have broken up, and have passed 
through the gate, and are gone out by it; 
and their king shall pass before them, 
and ®the Lorp on the head of them. 


CHAPTER III. 


1 The cruelty of the princes. 5 The falsehood of the 
prophets. 8 The security of them both. 


ND I said, Hear, I pray you, O heads 

of Jacob, and ye princes of the house 

of Isracl; Is it not for you to know judg- 
ment? 

2 Who hate the good, and love the evil; 

who pluck off their skin from off them, 


MICAH IIl. 


and their flesh from off their *,™,%%- 


of the prophets. 


bones ; 

3 Who also eat the flesh of my people, 
and flay their skin from off them: and 
they break their bones, and chop them 
in pieces, as for the pot, and as flesh 
within the caldron. 

4 Then shall they cry unto the Lorp, 
but he will not hear them: he will even 
hide his face from them at that time, as 
they have behaved themselves ill in their 
doings. 

5 4 Thus saith the Lorp concerning 
the ‘prophets that make my people err, 
that bite with their teeth, and ery, 
Peace; and he that putteth not into 
their mouths, they even prepare war 
against him: 

6 Therefore night shall be unto you, 
that? ye shall not have a vision; and it 
shall be dark unto you, that ye shall 
not divine; and the sun shall go down 
over the prophets, and the day shall be 
dark over them. 

7 Then shall the seers be ashamed, and 
the diviners confounded : yea, they shall 
all ‘cover their Slips; for ‘there is no 
answer of God. 

8 ¥ But truly I am full of &power by 
the Spirit of the Lorn, and of judgment, 
and of might, to "declare unto Jacob his 
transgression, and to Israel his sin. 

9 Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of 





® Lev. 18325, 23, 
b Isa. 52:12. ¢ Prov. 1:28. 


* Or, walk with the wind, and lie fulsely. 
d Ezek, 13:10, etc. + Heb. from 


a vision. $ Heb. from divining. e Lev. 13:45. 3 Heb. upper 
(ip. f Psa. 74:9; Amos 8:11. g Mark 3:17, b Isa. 58.1. 





10. Depart ; out of this land into captivity. Js 
not your rest ; shall not be your resting-place. 

ll. Of wine—strong drink; promising the 
people an abundance of these. 

12. L will surely assemble ; a sudden transi- 
tion from threatening to promise, after the manner 
of the prophets. Compare chap. 4:1 with the last 
verse of the preceding chapter; also Isa. 4:2; 
9:1, 2; Jer. 30:16; Hosea 2:14; 14:1; and 
other like passages. All of thee; that is, all the 
remnant of Jacob, as is immediately explained. 
Bozrah ; a chief city of the land of Edom. Some 
assume two Bozrahs, one of Edom south-east of 
the Dead sea, the other of Moab in the Hauran on 
the borders of the Arabian desert. See note Jer. 
48:24. Others think that the latter is in all cases 
the Bozrah of Scripture. 

13. The breaker ; he who breaks in pieces the 
enemies of Israel. Before them; before God's 
people. The gate ; of the hostile city, where they 
have been held in bondage. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The plans that occupy men’s minds at night 
upon their beds area good test of character. They 
who perform a wicked act “because it is in the 
power of their hand,” have neither fear of God nor 
love of justice; and will commit any crime when 
opportunity offers. 

2-5. Oppression and robbery never profit those 
who practise them. (God's curse is upon unright- 
eous gain of every kind. In the beginning it may 
promise much good; but in the end God will spoil 
its possessors, and they will have none to help them. 
Ver. 8-10. 
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6,7, 11. The upright love God’s words, and by 
believing and obeying them are made prosperous 
and happy; while they who love and practise ini- 
quity choose for religious teachers men like them- 
selves, who will not disturb their consciences by a 


faithful exhibition of their sins, but will rather 


countenance their excuses, and flatter them with 
promises of impunity only to destroy them. 

12, 13. In all the calamities which God inflicts 
upon his visible church for her sins, he is ever 
mindful of the pious “remnant of Israel ;” and 
will so order the course of his providence that this 
remnant shall be preserved and increased from age 
to age, till the kingdoms of this world become the 
kingdoms of Christ. 


CHAPTER III. 


2. Their skin; the skin of my people; a figu- 
rative description of cruel oppression and robbery. 

4. Then; in the time of their calamity, which 
has been foretold, chap. 2: 10, and is again brought 
to view, ver. 6, 7, 12. 

5. That bite—and cry, Peace ; that is, proph- 
esy peace to him who will supply their mouths 
with food. . : : 

6. Night shall be unto you—not have a vis- 
zon ; God will so expose their falsehood, that their 
pretended visions shall cease. This he did by his 
judgments, in direct opposition to their prophecies 
of peace. Compare Jer. 37: 19. 

7. Cover their lips ; or, “beard,” as a sign of 
mourning. . See note Ezek. 24:17. 

8. But truly I; the prophet contrasts his spirit 
and messages with those of the false prophets. 
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bene” the house of Jacob, and princes 
of the house of Israel, that abhor judg- 
ment, and pervert all equity. 

10 They *build up Zion with *blood, 
and Jerusalem with iniquity. 

11 The heads thereof judge for reward, 
and the priests thereof teach for ” hire, 
and the prophets thereof divine for money: 
yet will they lean upon the Lorp, tand 
say, ‘Is not the Lorp among us? none 
evil can come upon us. 

12 Therefore shall Zion for your sake 
be ploughed as a field, ‘and Jerusalem 
shall become heaps, and the mountain 
of the house as the high places of the 
forest.° 


Evangelical 


CHAPTER IV. 


1 The glory, 3 peace, 8 kingdom, 11 and victory of the 
church. 


UT‘ in the last days it shall come to 

pass, that the mountain of the house 
of the Lorp shall be established in the 
top& of the mountains, and it shall be 
exalted above the hills; and people shall 
flow unto it. 

2 And many nations shall come, and 
say, Come, and let us go up to the moun- 
tain of the Lorp, and to the house of the 
God of Jacob; and "he will teach us of 
his ways, and we will walk in his paths: 
for the law shall go forth of Zion, and 
the word of the Lorp from Jerusalem. 

3 4 And he shall judge among many 
people, and rebuke strong nations afar 
off; and they shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks :+ nation shall not lift up 





a Jer. 22:13. * Heb. bloods, » Mal 1:10; 1 Peter, 


5:2. 1 Heb. saying. c¢ Mat. 3:9; Rom. 2:17, etc. d@ Psa. 
79:1. © Psa, 107:34. f Isa. 2:2,etc.; Ezek. 17: 22-24. g Psa. 
72:16, bh Hosea6:3. $f Or, scythes. i Psa.72:7. j 1 Kings, 


4.25; Zech. 3:10. k Jer. 2:11. I Zech. 10:12; Col, 2:6 


HAY: 


a sword against nation, ‘neither shall 
they learn war any more. 

4 But/they shall sit every man under 
his vine and under his fig-tree ; and none 
shall make them afraid: for the mouth 
of the Lorp of hosts hath spoken 7. 

5 For *all people will walk every one 
in the name of his god, and !we will 
walk in the name of the Lorp our God 
for ever and ever. 

6 In that day, saith the Lorp, will I 
assemble™ her that "halteth, and I will 
gather® her that is driven out, and her 
that I have afllicted ; 

7 And I will make her that halted a 
remnant, and her that was cast far off a 
strong nation: and the PLorp shall reign 
over them in mount Zion from hence- 
forth, even for ever. 

8 ¥ And thou, O Ytower of ‘the flock, 
the strong-hold of the daughter of Zion, 
unto thee shall it come, even the first 
dominion ;" the kingdom shall come to 
the daughter of Jerusalem. 

9 Now why dost thou ery out aloud? 
is *there no king in thee? is thy counsel- 
lor perished? for pangs have taken thee 
as a woman in travail. 

10 Be in pain, and labor to tbring forth, 
O daughter of Zion, like a woman in trav- 
ail: for now shalt thou go forth out of the 
city, and thou shalt dwell in the field, and 
thou shalt goeven to Babylon; there “shalt 
thou be delivered ; there the Lorp shall re- 
deem thee from the hand of thine enemies. 

11 Y Now ‘also many nations are gath- 
ered against thee, that say, Let her be 
defiled, and let our eye * look upon Zion. 


predictions. 





m Ezek. 34:13-17; Zeph. 3:14. » Psa. 38:17; Heb. 12: 12, 13. 
o Psa. 147:2. p Isa. 9:6, 7; Dan. 7:14, 273; Luke 1:35; Rev. 
11:15. @ Psa. 48:12,13. @Or, Bdar; Gen. 36:21. r Rev. 22:5. 
8s Jer, 8:19. t lsa. 66:7,8. ul Hoseal:10.  v Lam. 2:16. 


w Obad. 12. 





12. Be ploughed as a field; this awful threat- 
ening was fulfilled by the Chaldeans, and more 
fully by the Romans, who destroyed the city to its 
very foundations. The mountain of the house ; 
Moriah, on which the temple stood. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

Corrupt rulers and corrupt teachers generally go 
together, and they strengthen each other in wick- 
edness. When they who are appointed to admin- 
ister justice to the people’ think only of plundering 
them, and when they whose office it is to rebuke 
sin flatter all who will feed them plentifully, we 
have the state of society described a the prophet 
in this chapter, and may know that terrible calam- 
ities are at hand—calamities for which God will 
hold the rulers and teachers responsible, who have 
turned justice into robbery, and truth into false- 
hood. But even in such dark times God will raise 
up some bold reprovers of sin, whose labors in 
Lehalf of truth and righteousness shall not be in 


vain. 
CHAPTER IV. 
14. But—it shall come to pass ; see notes Isa. 
2:24. ; 
5. All people will walk--we will walk ; while 





the heathen follow their blind superstitions, we will 
cleave to our covenant God. : 

6. Her; Zion, compared to a feeble and scat- 
tered flock. 

7. A remnant—a strong nation ; a remnant 
whence shall spring a strong nation. 

8. Lower of the flock; Zion, the citadel of God's 
flock, ver. 7. The first dominion; the supreme 
dominion, ver. 1-3. 

9. Why dost thou cry out—ts thy counsellor 
nertshed ? though the dominion shal! be given to 

ion “in the last days,” she must in the mean time 
pass through a period of humiliation for her sins, 
without king or counsellor. 

10. Be in pain; until the coming of the Mes- 
siah, Zion is as a woman in travail; that is, she is in 
a depressed and suffering state, anxiously waiting 
for her promised Redeemer. See chap. 5:3; and 
compare Rev. 12:2. Out of the city; out of 
Jerusalem into captivity. Go even to Babylon— 
be delivered; a remarkable prophecy of the Bab- 
ylonish captivity, and subsequent deliverance of 
od’s people. 

11. Look upon Zion; look with delight upon- 
her humiliation. 

1127 


Birth of the 


12 But they know ‘not the thoughts of 
the Lorp, neither understand they his 
counsel: for he shall »gather them as the 
sheaves into the floor. 

13 Arise and ‘thresh, O daughter of 
Zion; for I will make thy horn iron, and 
I will make thy hoofs “brass: and thou 
shalt beat in “pieces many people: and 
I will consecrate their gain unto the 
Lorp, and their substance unto the Lord 
of the whole earth. 


CHAPTER. V:; 


1 The birth of Christ. 4 His kingdom. 8 His con- 
quest. 


OW gather thyself in troops, O daugh- 

ter of troops: he hath laid siege 
against us: they shall ‘smite the judge 
of Israel with a rod upon the cheek. 

2 But &thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thou- 
sands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he 
come forth unto me that zs to be "ruler 


MICAH YV. 


Messiah foretold. 


=| . = ° M 3294. 
in Israel; whose goings forth have *,%.74 


been from of old, from *everlasting.' 

3 Therefore will he give them up, until 
the time that she which travaileth hath 
brought forth: then the remnant of his 
brethren shall return unto the children 
of Israel. 

4 4 And he shall stand and ¢feed in 
the strength of the Lorp, in the majesty 
of the name of the Lorp his God; and 
they shall abide: for now shall he be 
great unto the ends of the earth. 

5 And this man shall be the ‘peace, 
when the Assyrian shall come into our 
land: and when he shall tread in our pal- 


aces, then shall we raise against him sey-, 


en shepherds, and eight + principal men. 

6 And they shall waste the land of 
Assyria with the sword, and the land of 
Nimrod ‘in the entrances thereof: thus 
shall *he deliver us from the Assyrian, 
when he cometh into our land, and when 
he treadeth within our borders. 





a Isa. 65:8; Jer. 29:11; Rom. 11:33,34. bLuke3:17. ¢ Isa. 
41:15,16. d@ Deut. 33:25. e Dan. 2:44. f Mat. 27:30. & Mat. 
2:6. h Gen. 49:10. * Heb. the days of eternity, i Prov. 8:22, 


23; Johnl:13 Col.1:17. f Or,rule. 3 Zech.9:10; Eph. 2:14, 
¢ Heb. princes of.  Heb,eat up, ¥ Or, with her own naked 
swords. k Luke 1:74. 





12. Know not the thoughts of the Lord— 
he shall gather them; here, as often elsewhere, 
God declares that his purpose, in allowing the na- 
tions to assemble against Zion, is their own de- 
struction. Compare Isa. 29:7,8; Ezek. 38: 14-23; 
Joel 3:12-16: Zech. 12:2-4. As the sheaves 
anto the floor; the assembled nations are com- 
pared to sheaves gathered into the threshing-floor, 
and Zion is exhorted to arise and thresh them. 

13. Thy horn—-thy hoofs; an allusion to the 
practice of threshing wheat by driving oxen over it. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. For the sins of God’s ancient people, the lit- 
eral Zion has long been “trodden down of the Gen- 
tiles; but God has been ever mindful of his spir- 
itual Zion, and he will, at the appointed time, give 
her dominion over all the earth. 

3. The prevalence of Christian principles among 
the nations of the earth will put an end to the cus- 
tom of war; and this is the only way in which we 
can hope for its abolition. 

4. When the fear and love of God shall prevail 
among all nations, they will enjoy perpetual quiet 
and prosperity. 

6,7. With God, it is alike easy to abase those 
who are in high stations for their sins, and to exalt 
the lowly in spirit. However depressed may be 
the condition of his people, if they look to him in 
penitence and faith, he will grant them a gracious 
deliverance and enlargement. 

8-10. Though the history of God's church is one 
of perpetual conflict, the end shall be redemption 
from the hand of all her enemies; for “ the kingdom 
shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem.” 

11-13. When God afflicts his people, their ene- 
mies rejoice; not understanding that he is thus 
purifying them from sin, and preparing the way 
iY their triumph over those who hate and persecute 
them. 


CHAPTER V. 


1. Now gather thyself; Zion is exhorted to 
_ prepare for times of trouble. Though God will 
grant her a final victory over all her foes, he will, 
in the meantime, chastise her for her sins, ver. 3. 
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Daughter of troops; that is, mistress of troops. 
Zion is addressed under the figure of a military 
city. He hath laid; the enemy, to whom there 
is reference, ver. 3. The judge of Israel; the 
chief ruler, who represents the whole people. 

2. Beth-lehem Ephratah ; Ephratah, or Eph- 
rath, was the ancient name of Beth-lehem, Gen. 
48:7, a small village five or six miles south of Je- 
rusalem. Thousands; that is, families, or divis- 
ions of tribes; probably so called from the average 
number of men belonging to them. See Num. 
10:4; Josh. 22:14, 21; Judges 6:15, margin, 
etc. Shall he come forth; the Messiah, Mat. 
2:6; John 7:42. The quotation in Matthew 
gives the first part of this verse, with free varia- 
tions not affecting its general meaning. Whose 
goings forth—from everlasting ; these words 
assert the eternity of the Messiah. The opening 
words of John’s gospel are the best commentary on 
them. 

3. Therefore; in accordance with God's pur- 
pose intimated chap. 4:9-l1. Give them up; 
leave them in a depressed condition. She which 
travatleth; see Isa. 7:14. The remnant of 
his brethren ; the scattered remnant of the Mes- 
siah’s people. For the meaning of these words, see 
John 11:02. 

4. He shail stand; the Messiah. They shall 
abide ; his people shall abide safely under his rule. 

5. And this man—then shall we raise; a 
preferable pointing of this verse is the following: 
“And this man shall be the peace. When the 
Assyrian shall come into our land, and when he 
shall tread in our palaces, then shall we raise,” etc. 
The peace ; before his advent the pledge of peace, 
and the bestower of it afterwards. The Assyr- 
van; the Assyrian is here the representative of 
Zion’s enemies in all coming ages. Seven— 
erght; « Hebrew mode of expressing fulness. 
Compare Eccles. 11:2, and note Prov. 6:16. 
Principal men; literally, “ anointed of men.” 
These, with the shepherds, represent the helpers 
whom God raises up for Zion. 

6. The land of Nimrod; another name for 
Assyria. Gen. 10:11, margin. 
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God’s controversy 
- M. 3294. 


A-M st. 7 And the remnant of Jacob shall 
be in the midst of many people as a*dew 
from the Lorp, as the showers upon the 
grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor 
waiteth for the sons of men. 

8 J And the remnant of Jacob shall be 
among the Gentiles in the midst of many 
people, as a lion among the beasts of the 
forest, as a young lion among the flocks 
of *sheep: who, if he go through, both 
treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, and 
none can deliver. 

9 Thy hand shall be lifted up upon 
thine adversaries, and all thine enemies 
shall be cut off. 

10 And it shall come to pass in that 
day, saith the Lorp, that I will cut off 
thy horses out of the midst of thee, and 
I will destroy thy chariots : 

11 AndI willcutoffthe cities ofthy land, 
and throw down all thy strong-holds: 

12 And [ will cut off witchcrafts out 
of thy hand; and thou shalt have no 
more »soothsayers : 

13 Thy graven images also © will I cut 
off, and thy t standing images out of the 
midst of thee; and thou shalt no more 
worship the work of thy hands. 

14 And I will pluck up thy groves out 
of the midst of thee: so will I destroy 
thy 7 cities. 

15 And I will execute 4vengeance in 
anger and fury upon the heathen, such 
as they have not heard. 


MICAH VI. 


with his people. 
CHAPTER VI. 


1 God’s controversy for unkindness, 6 for ignorance, 
10 for injustice, 16 and for idolatry. 
“EAR ye now what the Lorp saith; 
Arise, contend thou ‘before the 
mountains,° and let the hills hear thy 
voice. 

2 Hear ye, O mountains, the Lorp’s 
controversy, and ye strong foundations 
of the earth: for ‘the Lorp hath a con- 
troversy with his people, and he will 
plead with Israel. 

3 O my people, * what have I done unto 
thee ? and wherein have I wearied thee? 
testify against me. 

4 For | "brought thee up out of the 
land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of 
the house of servants; and | sent before 
thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 

5 Omy people, remember now what 
Balak‘ king of Moab consulted and what 
Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 
from Shittim unto Gilgal; that ye may 
know the /righteousness of the Lorp. 

6 | Wherewith shall [I come before 
the Lorp, and bow myself before the 
high God; shall | come before him with 
burnt-offerings, with calves lof a year 
old? 

7 Will* the Lorp be pleased with thou- 
sands of rams, or with ten thousands of 
rivers of oil? shall I give my !first-born 
for my transgression, the fruit of my 
body* for the sin of my soul? 








a Deut. 32:2. * Or, goats. » Isa. 2:6, 8; Rev. 22: 15. 
¢ Zech.13:2. t Or, statues, Or, enemies. 4 2 Thess, 1:8. 
@ Or, with. e Ezek. 36:1-8 f Hosea4:1. g Jer.2:5, 31. b Deut. 


4:20, i Num, ch, 22-25. j Judg. 5:11. lf Heb. sone of a year. 
k Psa. 61:16. 12 Kings, 3:27. * Heb, belly. 








7. As adew from the Lord; these words de- 
scribe the benign influence of the gospel as carried 
by the Jews among the Gentiles. That tarrieth 
not for man; that springs up by the divine bless- 
ing without man’s help. For the idea, compare 
Mark 4 : 26-28. 

8. Shall be—as a lion ; that is, shall overcome 
and destroy all the enemies of Zion. 

10. In that day ; the day of chastisement al- 
ready described, which has for its object the puri- 
fication of Zion, and ends in her enlargement and 
the destruction of all her foes. The prophet then 
enumerates the vain confidences of the people, 
which shall be destroyed by God's judgments. 
Compare the very similar passage, Isa. 2: 12-21. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. The Saviour of the world had his birth in a 
feeble village, and he was brought up in a despised 
town of Galilee. Thus God, in the very beginning 
of the gospel, taught his church to rely not on 
worldly rank and splendor, but on the power of 
his Spirit. 

3. God prepared his church for tne coming of 
Christ by a long period of humiliation; and then 
it was only the remnant of humble Israelites that 
received him. Through pride the Jews as a nation 
rejected him, and thus “the kingdom of God” 
passed from them to the Gentiles. Mat. 21:43. 

4-9. In the gift of his Son Jesus Christ, God has 
given his people the highest possible pledge of help 
in all their troubles, and victory in all their con- 
flicts with the wicked. Since to him is given “all 





power in heaven and in earth,” he must “be great 
unto the ends of the earth,’ and all his enemies 
“be cut off” before him. 

10-15. From age to age, Christ sits among his 
people “as a refiner and purifier of silver.” He is 
continually cleansing the hearts of the truly pious 
from sin, and separating from among them hypo- 
crites and unbelievers. In proportion as the visible 
church advances in holiness, she advances in strength 
also; and when her people shall be “all righteous,” 
they shall inherit the earth for ever. Maly sinds 


lsa. 60: 21 
CHAPTER VI. 

1. Arise, contend thou ; addressed by God to 
the prophet. Before the mountains—the hills ; 
these are summoned as witnesses to the contro- 
versy. See Deut. 32:1; Psa. 50:4; Isa. 1:2. 

3. Wherein have I wearied thee? that thou 
shouldest forsake me. 

5. What Baalam—answered him ; pronounc- 
ing, by my command, blessings, instead of the 
curses which he had been hired to utter. From 
Shittim unto Gilgal ; that is, on the way from 
Shittim unto Gilgal. Shittim was the last station 
of the Israelites east of Jordan, Num. 25:1; 33:49; 
and Gilgal the first station west of it, Josh.4:19. — 
The righteousness of the Lord; as manifested 
in his faithfulness to his promises, notwithstanding 
your many provocations. 

6. Wherewith shall I come; the prophet re-. 
bukes the spirit of formality. and shows that God 
requires inward holiness and obedience. 
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~The church puts 


8 He hath showed thee, O man, what 
is good; and *what doth the Lorp re- 
quire of thee, but to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to *walk humbly with 
thy God? 

9 The Lorp’s voice crieth unto the city, 
and tthe man of wisdom shall see thy 
name: hear ye the rod, and who hath 
appointed it. 

10 §/ Are? there yet the treasures of 
wickedness in the house of the wicked, 
and the Sscant measure that is »abom- 
inable 2 

11 Shall I !count them pure with the 
wicked balances, and with the bag of 
deceitful weights ? 

12 For the rich men thereof are full of 
violence, and the inhabitants thereof 
have spoken lies, and their tongue ts 
deceitful in their mouth. 

13 Therefore also will I make thee sick 
' in smiting thee, in making thee ° desolate 
because of thy sins. 

14 Thou shalt eat, but not be satisfied ; 
and thy casting down shall be in the 
midst of thee; and thou shalt take hold, 
but shalt not deliver; and that which thou 
deliverest will I give up to the sword. 

15 Thou “4shalt sow, but thou shalt not 
reap; thou shalt tread the olives, but 
thou shalt not anoint thee with oil; and 
sweet wine, but shalt not drink wine. 

16 § For *the statutes of “Omri are 
kept, and all the works of the house of 
Ahab,’ and ye walk in their counsels; 
that I should make thee a t desolation, 


MICAH VII. 


her trust in God. 


and the inhabitants-thereof a 4,%:%%* 


hissing: therefore ye shall bear the re- 
proach of my people. 3 


CHAPTER VII. 


1 The church, complaining of her small number, 3 and 
the general corruption, 5 putteth her confidence not 
in man, but in God. 8 She triumpheth over her 
enemies. 14 God comforteth her by promises, 16 by 
confusion of the enemies, 18 and by his mercies. 


\ \ TOE is me! for J] am as ? when they 

have gathered the summer fruits, 
as the fgrape gleanings of the vintage: 
there is no cluster to eat: my soul desired 
the first ripe fruit. 

2 The § good man is § perished out of the 
earth; and there is none upright among 
men: they all he in wait for blood ; they 
hunt every man his brother with a net. 

3 4 That they may do evil with both 
hands earnestly, the prince asketh, and 
the judge asketh for a reward; and the 
great man, he uttereth |! his mischievous 
desire: so they wrap it up. 

4 The best of them zs as a.bricr: the 
most upright zs sharper than a thorn 
hedge: the day of thy watchmen and 
thy visitation cometh: now shall be 
their perplexity. 

5 J Trust" ye notin a friend, put ye not 
confidence in a guide: keep the doors of 
thy mouth from her that lieth in thy bosom. 

6 For the son dishonoreth the father, 
the daughter riseth up against her moth- 
er, the daughter-in-law against her moth- 
er-in-law; a man’s enemies are the men 
of his own house. 





a Deut. 10:12. * Heb. humble thyself to walk. t+ Or, thy 
name shull see that which is. Or, Is there yet untoevery man 
a house of the wicked. Heb. measure of leanness ; Amos 8:5. 
b Prov. 20:10, 23. || Or, be pure. ¢ Hosead:9, 4 Deut. 


* Or, he doth much keep the. @ 1 Kings, 16: 25-30. 
t Heb. the gatherings of summer. f Hos, 
g isa 57:1. || Heb. the mischief 


28 : 38-40, 
t+ Or, astonishment. 
9:10. 4 Or, godly, or merciful. 
of his soul. b Jer. 9:4, 





12. Thereof; of Zion. 

16. Ye shall bear the reproach of my peo- 
ole; addressed to the rich and noble, ver. 12. 
When God gives up his people to the reproach of 
captivity, they shall bear the heaviest part of the 
suffering. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


3. God's service is most reasonable and excel- 
lent; when we grow weary in it, the fault is in 
our own hearts. 

4, The remembrance of God’s innumerable favors 
to us and our fathers in days. past, ought to bind 
us to his service with the cords of love and grati- 
tude. 

6-8. God does not require us to purchase heaven 
for ourselves by costly gifts. He asks only for 
himself a humble and broken heart, that gladly 
accepts the free salvation which he has provided 
for us through Christ; and for our fellow-men a 
just and merciful spirit. Where these are want- 
ing, the most costly offerings and the most gor- 
geous rites are abominable in his sight. 

To see and acknowledge God’s hand in the 
afflictions which come upon us, is the mark of true 
wisdom. 

10, 11. Fraud in business is a comimon sin, and 
there is reason to fear that some practise it who 
wish to of agen pure and holy. But the relig- 
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ion that carries in its hand a scant measure and 
deceitful balances, is alike abominable with God 
and men. 

12-16. The prosperity of cities and nations is 
from God. “When they abuse it by making it the 
means of violence and fraud, he will take it agway, 
and all their labor and planning will end in disap- 
pointment. 


CHAPTER VII. 


1. Woe zs me; the prophet laments the absence 
of good men, and the universal corruption that 
abounds in the land. The picture suits well the 
reign of Ahaz. There ts no cluster ; no glean- 
ing left after the vintage. I can find no good man 
with whom to commune. 

2. The earth ; here used with reference to the 
prophet’s own people. 

3. So they wrap it up; rather, “so they per- 
vert it;” that is, so they pervert judgment. 

4. The day of thy watchmen; the day of 
punishment appointed for thy watchmen; the un- 
faithful watchmen of Judah are meant. 

5, 6. Trust ye not—his own house ; truth and 
righteousness have disappeared, so that no one can 
trust his nearest friends. Our Saviour applied the 
words of verse 6 to the persecutions which his dis- 
ciples were to suffer from the ungodly members of 
their own household. Mat. 10: 21, 35, 36, ete. 











Seles, 











She is cheered by 


ree 7 Therefore *I will look unio the 
Lorp; I will wait for the God of my sal- 
vation: my God will hear me. 

8 J Rejoice not against me, O mine 
enemy: »when I fall, I shall arise; when 
I sit in darkness, the Lorp shall be a ‘light 
unto me. 

9 I will ‘bear the indignation of the 
Lorp, because I have sinned against him, 
until he plead my cause, and execute 
judgment for me: he will bring me ° forth 
to the light, and I shall behold his right- 
eousness. 

10 Then* she that is mine enemy shall 
see it, and shame shall cover her which 
said unto me, Where is the Lorp thy 
God? mine eyes shall behold her: tnow 
shall she be ‘trodden down as the mire 
of the streets. 

11 In the day that thy walls are to be 
built, zn that day shall the deerce be far 
removed. 

12 In that day also he shall come even 
to thee from Assyria, #and from the for- 
tified cities, and from the fortress even 
to the river, and from sea to sea, and 
from mountain to mountain. 

13 Notwithstanding,’ the land shall be 
desolate because of them that dwell there- 
in, for the fruit of their doings. 

a Isa. 8:17, b Psa. 37:24; Prov. 24:16. ¢ Psa.27:1. d Heb. 
12:6,7. ¢ Psa.37:6. * Or, And thou wi/t see her that is mine ene- 


my, and cover her with shame. } Heb. she shall be fora treading 
down, f Mal. 4:3. £ Or, evento. Q Or, After that it hath been. 


MICAH VII. 


encouraging promises. 


14 § Feed! thy people with &thy rod, 
the flock of thy heritage, which dwell 
solitarily in the wood, in the midst of 
Carmel: let them feed in Bashan and 
Gilead, as in the days of old. 

15 According to the days of thy coming 
out of the land of Egypt will I show unto 
him marvellous things. 

16 §] The nations shall see and be con- 
founded at all their might: they shall 
lay their hand upon their mouth, their 
ears shall be deaf. 

17 They shall * lick the dust like a ser- 
pent, they shall move out of their holes 
like *worms of the earth: they shall be 
afraid of the Lorp our God, and shall 
fear because of thee. 

18 Who ts a God like unto thee, that 
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the 
transgression of the remnant of his heri- 
tage? he retaineth not his anger for/ever, 
because he delighteth 7m mercy. 

19 He will turn again, he will have 
compassion upon us; he will ‘subdue 
our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all 
their 'sins into the depths of the sea. 

20 Thou ™wilt perform the truth to 
Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which 
thou hast sworn unto our fathers from 
the days of old. 
|| Or, Mule. g Psa. 23: 4. 


1 Ex. :4:6,7. Jj Lam. 3:31, 32. 
m Luke 1: 72, 73. 





h Psa, 72:9. * Or, creeping things. 
k Rom. 6:14. 1 Jer, 60:20, 





8. Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy ; 
the daughter of Zion is the speaker, and her enemy 
is the heathen persecutors, represented in like man- 
ner asa female. Compare the expressions, “daugh- 
ter of Babylon,” Psa. 137:8, etc.; “daughter of 
the Chaldeans,” Isa. 47:1, 0; and “daughter of 
Edom,” Lam. 4:21, 22. 

11. Shall the decree be far removed; “ the 
decree“ seems to be here the oppressive enactments 
of the heathen persecutors. 

12. He shall come; rather, “one shall come ;” 
that is, collectively, they shall come to thee from 
Assyria and all the surrounding regions; shall 
come to submit themselves to thy authority. See 
Isa. 60: 5-14. 

13. Shall be desolate ; shall first be desolate be- 
fore the promise can be fulfilled. Chap. 4:10; 5:3. 

14. Feed thy people; the prophet’s prayer to 
Jehovah in the name of his people. Diy rod ; 
thy shepherd's rod, Psa. 23:4. Which dwell— 
Carmel ; Carmel is the image of fertility, 2 Chron. 
26:10; Isa. 35:2. In Ezek. 34:25, dwelling in 
the wilderness, that is, “solitarily,” and sleeping 
in the woods, are images of unmolested quiet, shel- 
ter, and security. See also Deut. 33: 28. 

15. According tothe days—marvellous things; 
this is God's answer to his people’s prayer. 

16. At all their might; at the impotency of 
all their boasted power against God's people. 
Shall be deaf; stunned and confounded at the 
hearing of God’s wondrous works for his people. 

17. Shall lick the dust ; crouch before God’s 
people. Psa. 72:9; Isa, 49:23. Their holes ; 
their fastnesses. See Psa. 18:45, where the same 
Hebrew word is rendered “close places.” Like 
avorms ; creeping away with terror. It is a char- 





acteristic of the prophets, that they close with glo- 
rious promises to God's people. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

2-4. When good men are removed from a nation 
and the wicked take their place, filling the land 
with crimes, it is a sign that the day of divine vis- 
itation draws near. 

5, 6. The tendency of sin is to destroy all truth 
and confidence in the tenderest relations of life. 
This was most fully manifested in the Jews of our 
Saviour’s day, who not only rejected him them- 
selves, but persecuted to the death those of their 
own household who embraced his gospel. Thus 
they showed themselves to be “vessels of wrath 
fitted to destruction,” and wrath came upon them 
to the uttermost. 1 Thess. 2: 16. 

7. In the darkest and most degenerate times, we 
may always wait on God with confident assurance 
that he will hear and save us. 

8-13. For her unfaithfulness and multiplied trans- 
gressions the church of God must patiently bear his 
chastisements, though they be severe and long con- 
tinued; assured that in the end he will bring her 
forth to the light, and put to shame all her enemies. 

14-17. God’s faithfulness and truth are pledged 
to subdue the nations of the world to his Son Jesus 
Christ. They must either willingly receive him, 
or be broken in pieces by his iron rod. Ver. 20; 
Psa. 2: 8-12. 

18, 19. The time is coming, even in this world, 
when God shall take away the rebuke of his people 
from off the earth, and grant them a universal vic- 
tory over the kingdom of Satan; and “at the res- 
urrection of the just,” the whole redeemed church 
shall obtain a complete and everlasting deliverance 
from sin in all its effects. 
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NAHUM. 


CHAPTER I. 


The majesty of God in goodness to his people, and 
in severity against his enemies. 


HE burden of Nineveh. The book of 
the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. 

2 God* zs *jealous, and the Lorp ° re- 
vengeth; the Lorp revengeth, and tis 
furious; the Lorp will take vengeance 
on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath 
for his enemies. 

3 The Lorp zs slow to anger, and great 
in power, and will not at all acquit the 
wicked: the Lorp hath his way in the 
whirlwind and in the storm, and the 
clouds are the dust of his feet. 

4 He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it 
dry, and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan 
languisheth, and Carmel, and the flower 
of Lebanon languisheth. 

5 The “mountains quake at him, and 
the hills melt, and the earth is burned 
at his presence, yea, the worl, and all 
that dwell therein. 

6 Whocan stand before his indignation? 
and who can # abide in the fierceness of 
his anger? his furyis poured out like fire, 
and the rocks are thrown down by him. 

7 The Lorn zs good, a §strong-hold in 
the day of ‘trouble; and he knoweth 
them that trust in him. 

8 But with an overrunning flood he 
will make an utter end of the place 


thereof, and darkness shall pur- 4,%°%I: 
sue his enemies. 

9 What do ye imagine against the 
Lorp? he will make an utter end: afflic- 
tion shall not rise up the second time. 

10 For * while they be folden together 
as thorns, and while they are drunken 
as drunkards, they shall be devoured as 
stubble fully dry. 

11 There is one come out of thee that 
imagineth evil against the Lorn, lla 
wicked counsellor. 

12 Thus saith the Lorn; *Though they 
be quiet, and likewise many, yet thus 
shall they be ft cut down, when he shall 
pass through. Though I have afflicted 
thee, I will afflict thee no more. 

13 For now willl break his yoke from 
off thee, and will burst thy bonds in 
sunder. 

14 And the Lorp hath given a com- 
mandment concerning thee, that no more 
of thy name be sown: out of the house 
of thy gods will I cut off the graven 
image and the molten image: | will 
make thy grave: for thou art vile. 

15 Behold ‘upon the mountains the feet 
of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace! O Judah, #keep thy 
solemn feasts, perform thy vows: for 
the’ wicked shall no more pass through 
thee; he is Sutterly cut off. 





* Or, The LORD 13 a jealous God, and a revenger. 
20:5. b Psa. 94:1. ¢ Heb. that hath fury, ¢ Psa. 68:8. 
stand up; Rev.6:17. @ Heb. strength. d Psa. 27:5, 
5:2,3. — || Heb. counsellor of Belial. 


a Ex, 
t Heb. 
el Thes. 
* Or, Jf they would have 


been at peace, sv should they have been many, and so should they 
have been shorn, and he should have passed away. } Heb shorn. 
fF Isa. 62:7. $ Heb. feast. Q@ Heb. Belial. g Isa.29:7,8. 





CHAPTER I. 

The prophecy of Nahum is directed against Nin- 
eveh, the capital of the Assyrian empire. When 
he wrote, this city was still in the height of its 
power, chap. 1:12; 2:8; oppressing the nations, 
and purposing the conquest of Judah, chap. 1: 9, 
11; 3:1,4. From chap. 1: 12, 13, it appears that 
the Assyrians had already afflicted Judah, and laid 
their yoke upon her. All these particulars point to 
the reign of Hezekiah as the date of the book. 

2. God is zealous ; the prophet begins with de- 
scribing God’s awful attributes of righteousness 
and omnipotent power, because it is from these 
that the destruction of Nineveh comes. 

8. The place thereof; literally, “her place ;” 
that is, the place of Nineveh. 

9. What doyeimagine? what is this evil device 
which ye are purposing? Against the Lord; they 
opposed Jehovah in assaulting his people, and so Rab- 
shakeh himself understood it. 2 Kings, 18:30, 35. 
An utter end; of Nineveh. Shall not rise up the 
second time; the destruction of Nineveh shall be 
so complete that it shall not need to be repeated. 

10. Drunken as drunkards ; or, literally, 
“drunken according to their drink;” that is, the 
abundance of their drink. Sunk in vice and sen- 
suality, a! are as a mass of thorns twisted togeth- 
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er, or a heap of dry stubble, ready fuel for the fire 
of God’s wrath. 

11. There ts one come out ; Sennacherib, who 
here represents the power and malice of Assyria. 

12. Quiet ; literally, “ whole;” that is, in a 
prosperous and uninjured state. Thus shall they 
be cut down ; cut down in the midst of their pros- 
perity. Thee; Judah. 

14. Concerning thee ; concerning the Assyrian. 
In the origina!, Judah and the Assyrian are dantiad 
guished by a difference in gender; the former being 
feminine, the latter masculine. 

15. Bringeth good tidings; of the overthrow 
of the Assyrian. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-8. The glorious attributes of Jehovah make 
the prosperity of the righteous and the overthrow 
of the wicked alike certain. He is omniscient, 
and no sin can escape his knowledge; he is omnip- 
otent, and able to punish sinners however high may 
be their rank and power ; he is infinite in righteous- 
ness, and must be the everlasting enemy of all un- 
righteousness ; he is infinite in goodness and truth, 
and cannot fail to be on the side of those who love 
him and trust in him; he is the governor and judge 
of the universe which he has created, and must see 
that obedience is rewarded and sin punished. 
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Fearful armies of 
BIG. 71s. CHAPTER Il. 


The fearful and victorious armies of God against Nin- 
eveh. 


E *that dasheth in pieces is come up 

before thy face: keep the munition, 
watch the way, make thy loins strong, 
fortify thy power mightily. 

2 For the Lorp hath turned away the 
excellency t of Jacob, as the excellency 
of Israel: for the emptiers have emptied 
them out,and marred their vine branches. 

3 The shield of his mighty men is made 
red, the valiant men are +in scarlet: the 
chariots shall be with $ flaming torches 
in the day of his preparation, and the 
fir-trees shall be terribly shaken. 

4 The chariots shall rage in the streets, 
they shall jostle one against another in 
the broad ways: !ithey shall seem like 
torches, they shall run like the light- 
nings. 

5 He shall recount his *worthics: they 
shall stumble in their walk; they shall 
make haste to the wall thereof, and the 
defencet shall be prepared. 

6 The gates of the rivers shall be open- 
ed, and the palace shall be # dissolved. 

7 And$Huzzab shall be ! led away cap- 
tive, she shall be brought up, and her 


NAHUM II. 


God against Nineveh. 


maids shall lead her as with the voice of 
doves, tabering upon their breasts. 

8 But Nineveh ts *of old like a pool of 
waterij yet they shall flee away. Stand, 
stand, shall they cry; but none shall tlook 
back. 

9 Take ye the spoil of silver, take the 
spoil of gold: # for there is none end of 
the store and glory out of all the $ pleas- 
ant furniture. 

10 She is *empty, and void, and waste: 
and the heart melteth, and the knees smite 
together, and much pain is in all loins, and 
the faces of them all gather blackness. 

11 Where zs the dwelling of the lions, 
and the feeding place of the young lions, 
where the lion, even the old lion, walked, 
and the lion’s whelp, and none made them 
afraid 2 

12 The lion did tear in pieces enough 
for his whelps, and strangled for his 
lionesses, and filled his holes with prey, 
and his dens with ravin. 

13 Behold, I am against thee, saith the 
Lorp of hosts, and I will burn her chariots 
in the smoke, and the sword shall devour 
thy young lions: and I will cut off thy 
prey from the earth, and the voice of thy 
messengers shall no more be heard. 





t Or, pride. f Heb. dyed. 
* Or, gallants. t Heb. cover- 
% Or, that which was established, 


* Or, The disperser, or hammer. 
% Or, fiery. || Heb. their show. 
ang, or coverer, $ Or, molten, 


or there was a siand made. || Or, discovered, * Or, from the 
days that she hath been. Or, cause them toturn.  $ Or, and 
their infinite sture. 9 Heb. vessels of desire, a Leph. 2:13. 





9-14. Often in the history of this world have 
vast empires arisen under the control of wicked 
men, which threatened to destroy God's church; 
but he has always stood by her, and suffered her 
persecutors to proceed only so far as was needful 
for her chastisement; and then he has overthrown 
them by the hand of other and mightier nations. 
15. hi times of trouble, let God's people be stead- 
fast in faith ; at the appointed time the glad tidings 
of deliverance will come, filling their hearts with 
gladness and their lips with praise. 


CHAPTER II. 


From the overthrow of the Assyrian host, Nahum 
passes, after the manner of the prophets, to the 
more distant event of the utter destruction of Nin- 


veh. 

1,2. He that dasheth in pieces ; these verses 
admit of a twofold interpretation. Some suppose 
“he that dasheth” is the Assyrian, against whom 
Judah is exhorted to fortify herself; and it is added 
that Jehovah has turned away, that is, humbled 
the excellency of Judah by allowing the Assyrian 
to overrun the land, as he had before humbled the 
excellency of Israel by giving up that kingdom to 
his power. Others suppose “he that dasheth in 
pieces” is the conqueror of Nineveh, against whom 
she is challenged to strengthen herself, if she can; 
compare chap. 3:14; and they render the first 
clause of the second verse as a prophetic announce- 
ment, thus: “For the Lord hath restored the ex- 
cellency of Jacob, as the excellency of Israel ;” that 
is, restored both alike. Compare Ezek. 37 : 18-22. 
The last clause of the verse will then assign the 
reason why Grod should restore his covenant people— 
because their enemies have grievously oppressed 
them. 

3. His mighty men; the mighty men of the 





conqueror of Nineveh. The fir-trees; that is, the 
lances made of them; unless we understand the 
fir-trees figuratively of the Assyrian nobles. 

4. The chariots ; of the conquering army. 

5. He shall recount his worthies; this verse 
is best understood of the king of Nineveh muster- 
ing his chiefs against the invaders. Stumble vu 
their walk; in their way to the walls of Nine- 
veh: the stumbling indicates confusion and trepi- 
dation. 

6. Opened—dissolved ; some suppose that this 
verse describes a flooding of the palace by the 
opening of guard-gates. But it probably denotes 
gates leading from the Tigris and its canals into 
the city and palace. These being opened, the palace 
is dissolved with terror. 

7. Huzzab ; that is, “the established ;” perhaps 
a symbolical name for Nineveh, in reference to her 
former strength and security. She is compared to 
a noble woman led captive with her maidens. 
Brought up; carried off into captivity. Her 
maids shall lead her; rather, ‘‘ her maids mourn- 
ing.” Tabering ; beating. 

3. Like a pool of water ; filled with men, as a 
pool with water. Compare Rev. 17:15. Stand, 
stand ; the fruitless call of the king and his nobles 
to the defenders of Nineveh. 

9. Take ye the spoil; an exhortation to the 
conquerors to plunder Nineveh. And glory out 
of ; rather, “ there is a glory of;” that is, a splen- 
did store of. 

11. The dwelling of the lions; that is, Nin- 
eveh, as of old the abode of conquering warriors. 

13. Thy messengers ; probably an allusion to 
the messengers which Sennacherib sent to Heze- 
kiah, 2 Kings, 18:17; 19:9. 

INSTRUCTIONS, 
God's resources to bless and to curse are infinite. 


The judgment and ruin 


CHAPTER III. 
The miserable ruin of Nineveh. 
OE *to the *bloody city! it is all 
full of lies and robbery; the prey 
departeth not; 

2 The noise of a whip, and the noise 
of the rattling of the wheels, and of the 
prancing horses, and of the jumping 
chariots. 

3 The horseman lifteth up both tthe 
bright sword and the glittering spear: 
and there is a multitude of slain, and a 
great number of carcasses; and there ts 
none end of their corpses; they stumble 
upon their corpses : 

4 Because of the multitude of the whorc- 
doms of the well-favored harlot, the mis- 
tress of witcherafts, that sclleth nations 
through her whoredoms, and families 
through her witcherafts. 

5 Behold, I am against thee, saith the 
Lorp of hosts; and I will discover thy 
skirts upon thy face, and I will show the 
nations thy nakedness, and the kingdoms 
thy shame. 

6 And I will cast abominable filth upon 
thee, and make thee vile, and will set 
thee as a gazing-stock. 

7 And it shall come to pass, that all 
they that look upon thee shall flee from 
thee, and say, Nineveh is laid waste: 
who will bemoan her? whence shall J 
seek comforters for thee? 

8 Art thou better than # populous No, 
that was situate among the rivers, that 
had the waters round about it, whose 
rampart was the sea, and her wall was 
from the sea? 


NAHUM III. 


of Nineveh foretold. 


9 Ethiopia and Egypt were her *,™, 
strength, and zt was infinite, Phut and 
Lubim were Sthy helpers. 

10 Yet was she carried away, she went 
into captivity: her young children also 
were dashed in pieces at the top of all 
the streets: and they cast *lots for her 
honorable men, and all her great men 
were bound in chains. 

11 Thou also shalt be 4drunken. thou 
shalt be hid, thou also shalt seek strength 
because of the enemy. 

12 All thy strong-holds shall be like *fig- 
trees with the first ripe figs: if they be 
shaken, they shall even fall into the 
mouth of the eater. 

13 Behold, thy people in the midst of 
thee are ‘women: the gates of thy land 
shall be set wide open unto thine ene- 
mies: the fire shall devour thy &bars. 

14 Draw thee waters for the siege, for- 
tify thy strong-holds: go into clay, and 
tread the mortar, make strong the brick- 
kiln. 

15 There shall the fire .devour thee; 
the sword shall cut thee off, it shall eat 
thee up hke the cankerworm: make thy- 
self many as the "cankerworm, make 
thyself many as the locusts. 

16 Thou hast multiplied thy merchants 
above the stars of heaven: the canker- 
worm !'spoileth, and fleeth away. 

17 Thy crowned are as the locusts, and 
thy captains as the great grasshoppers, 
which camp in the hedges in the cold 
day, but when the sun ariseth they flee 
away,and their place is not known where 
they are. 





a Ezek, 24:4, * Heb. city of bloods, jf Heb. the fame of the 
sword, and the lightning of the spear, $ Or, nourishing ; Heb. No 
Amon. Heb. inthyhelp. b Psa. 137:8,9 ¢ Joel3:3. d Jer. 


26:17-27. e Rev.6:13. f Jer. 51:30. g Psa. 147:13. h Joel 
2:25. || Or, spreadeth himself. 





From him nations receive all their strength. When 
they abuse the power which he has given them by 
oppressing and spoiling the weak. he will raise up 
against them men fiercer and mightier than them- 
selves, who will show no mercy to them as they 
have shown no mercy to others. 


CHAPTER: Ib 


2. The noise of a whip; a new description of 
the invading hosts, with the slaughter which they 
make in Nineveh. 

4. Because of the multitude—through her 
witchcerafts ; this verse assigns the reason of 
(rod's judgments upon Nineveh. She is compared 
to a beautiful harlot, who is also a potent enchan- 
tress. Her lovers are her dependent kings and 
princes; her hire is the price which they pay her 
for the right of oppressing and plundering the na- 
tions she has conquered; and her enchantments 
are all the arts by which she attaches them to 
herself. 

8. Populous No; rather, as the margin, * No- 
Amon,” the celebrated metropolis of Upper Egypt, 
also called Thebes, lying on both sides of the Nile, 
whose waters served at once to enrich and defend 
it. According to Homer it had a hundred gates, 
through each of which issued two hundred warriors 


in chariots. In the time of Nahum, it seems to 
have been recently destroyed, and he exhorts Nin- 
eveh to take warning from its fate. The rivers; 
the Nile and its canals. The sea; that is, the 
Nile, which the Arabs at the present day call “the 
sea.” See note Isa. 18:2. 

9. Phut and Lubim; African nations: the lat- 
ter are supposed to have been the Libyans. Thy 
helpers ; Mgiaiadn is addressed. 

11. Drunken ; with the cup of God's wrath. 
Shalt be hid; or, “shalt hide thyself.” Nineveh 
is addressed. Seek strength ; seek in vain a de- 
fence against the enemy. 

12. If they be shaken, they shall even fall; 
the fortresses of Nineveh shall fall into the hands 
of her enemies, as easily as early figs into the 
mouths of those who shake them. F irst ripe figs ; 
see note Hosea 9: 10. 

15. There ; that is, even in the midst of thy prep- 
arations for defence. The cankerworm ; the word 
in the original denotes a species of locust. “ Like 
the cankerworm,” or “ locust,” means, as the vast 
swarms of locusts suddenly disappear. See ver. 
16,17. Make thyself many ; that is, do this, 
yet shalt thou vanish, like swarms of locusts. _ 


16. Spotleth and fleeth away; supply, So 





shall it be with thee. 
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The ruin wrought 
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HABAKKUK I. 
18 Thy shepherds *slumber, O 


by the Chaldeans. 
19 There is no thealing of thy bruise ; 


king of "Assyria: thy *nobles shall dwell} thy wound is grievous: all that hear the 
in the dust: thy people is °scattered upon| bruit of thee shall clap the hands over 
the mountains, and no man gathereth|thee: for upon “whom hath not thy 


them. 


wickedness passed continually ? 





HABAKKUK. 


CHAPTER I. 


1 Unto Habakkuk, complaining of the iniquity of the 
land, 5 is shown the fearful vengeance by the Chal- 
deans. 12 He complaineth that vengeance should be 
executed by them who are far worse. 


HE burden which Habakkuk the 
prophet did see. 

2 O Lory, how long shall I ery, and 
thou® wilt not hear! even ery out unto 
thee of violence, and thou wilt not save ! 

3 Why dost thou show me iniquity, and 
cause me to behold grievance? for spoiling 
and violence are before me: and there 
are that raise up strife and contention. 

4 Therefore the law is slacked, and judg- 


ment doth never go forth: for the wicked 
doth compass about the righteous; there- 
fore + wrong judgment proceedeth. 

5 4] Behold ye among the heathen, and 
regard, and wonder marvellously: for 
If will work a work in your days, which 
ye will not believe, though it be told you. 

6 For lo, l raise up the €Chaldeans, that 
bitter and hasty nation, which shall march 
through the § breadth of the land, to pos- 
sess the dwelling-places that are not theirs. 

7 They are terrible and dreadful: !their 
judgment and their dignity shall proceed 
of themselves. 





a Psa. 75:6. b Ezek. 31:3,etc. * Or, valiantones. ¢ 1 Kings, 
22:17. f Heb. wrinkling, 4 Rev.18:2,3. e Lam.3:8 f¢ Or, 
wrested, (Isa, 29:14. g Fulfilled, 2 Chron. 36:6. Heb. breadths. 

18. Thy shepherds; his chiefs, who ought to 
have been watchful for the defence of Nineveh. 
Slumber ; give themselves up to indolent security. 
Dwell; rather, ‘lie inactive.” 

19. The bruit of thee; the report of thy de- 
struction. About the year before Christ 625, and 
almost a century after the date of this prophecy, 
Nineveh was taken by Nabopolassar of Babylon 
and Cyaxeres of Media. After this the city con- 
tinued to decline, until nothing remained but a 
mass of ruins to attest its ancient greatness. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-3. When a city is full of robbery and murder 
within, God will bring upon its inhabitants robbery 
and murder from without, and take away from them 
all power of resistance. 

4-7. Rich and powerful nations have many and 
great means at their disposal, and are able to offer 
great inducements to the weaker nations that sur- 
round them to purchase their favor by becoming 
their allies in wickedness. Their affairs are often 
managed with consummate policy, and for a long 
time vat are very prosperous. But if, as in the 
case of Nineveh, injustice and fraud lie at the 
foundation of their system, they must in the end be 
overthrown and put to shame before the whole 
world. God’s word, and the facts of history, com- 
bine to show that cunning management can never 
be a substitute for justice and truth in procuring 
for a nation permanent prosperity and strength. 

8-10. The many instances on record of the sud- 
den overthrow of rich and powerful cities, should 
be a warning to all cities and states that their pros- 
perity depends upon God, who is able at any mo- 
ment to take it away; and will take it away, if it 
be made the minister of pride, injustice, and “fleshly 
lusts which war against the soul.” 

11-15. It is easy for God, when he purposes 
to destroy a people for its sins, to take from it coun- 
sel and strength; thus making the nation that has 
long been a terror to the world, as defenceless as 





|| Or, from them shall proceed the judgment of these, and the captiv- 
ily of these. 





women, and giving it over an unresisting prey to 
its destroyers. 

16-19. The pomp and riches and thronging mul- 
titudes of Nineveh have passed away utterly and 
for ever. Only a few mounds of rubbish remain 
to tell where she once stood. So shall all wicked 
cities and empires pass away that are built on in- 
justice and oppression. Men shall clap their hands 
at the report of their overthrow, and God's cause 
shall triumph from generation to generation. 


CHAPTER I. 


1. Habakkuk; from the sixth verse of this 
chapter it appears that he wrote shortly before the 
first Chaldean invasion, which took place about 603 
years before Christ. 

2. Violence; of the Chaldees, as some suppose ; 
but it is better to understand verses 2-4 as the 

rophet’s complaint of abounding wickedness among 
fe own countrymen; compare Jer. 0: 26-29; while 
in verse 5, God answers him by denouncing upon 
the Jews his vengeance through the Chaldees. 

5. Behold ye among the heathen; the Jews 
are called upon to behold with amazement and 
consternation the mighty power that is preparing 
to come upon them from among the heathen na- 
tions. A work; namely, the utter desolation of 
the land, and the captivity of the surviving rem- 
nant. Which ye will not believe ; they trusted 
to their false prophets, who promised them deliver- 
ance. Compare Jer. 5:12-17; 14:13, ete. The 
apostle Paul quotes this verse from the Greek ver- 
sion of the Seventy, and applies it to his country- 
men, who were alike presumptuous, and destined 
to a like destruction by the Romans. Acts 13:41. 

6. Hasty ; impetuous. 

7. Their judgment and their dignity—them- 
selves ; they shall be independent of all earthly 

wer, managing their affairs in their own way. 
The Chaldeans were at first a province of Assyria, 
but they afterwards made rey eae ent. 

5 


The expostulation 


8 Their horses also are swifter than 
the leopards, and are more *fierce than 
the evening wolves: and their horsemen 
shall spread themselves, and their horse- 
men shall come from far; they shall fly 
as the eagle that hasteth to eat. 

9 They shall come all for violence: 
theirt faces shall sup up as the east wind, 
and they shall gather the captivity as 
the sand. 

10 And they shall scoff at the kings, and 
the princes shall be a scorn unto them: 
they shall deride every strong-hold; for 
they shall heap dust, and take it. 

11 Then shall his mind change, and 
he shall pass over, and offend, amputing 
this his power unto his god. 

12 | Art ihou not from everlasting, O 
Lorp my God, my Holy One? We shall 
not die. O Lorp, thou hast ordained them 
for judgment; and, O mighty God, thou 
hast Sestablished them for correction. 

13 Thou art of purer eyes than to be- 
hold evil, and canst not look on | ini- 
quity: wherefore lookest thou upon them 
that deal treacherously, and holdest thy 


HABAKKUK II. 


of the prophet, 


tongue when the wicked devoureth 43 *¢7i: 


the man that is more righteous than he? 

14 And makest men as the fishes of the 
sea, as the *creeping things, that have no 
ruler over them? 

15 They take up all of them with the 
angle, they catch them in their net, and 
gather them in their tdrag: therefore they 
rejoice and are glad. 

16 Therefore *they sacrifice unto their 
net, and burn incense unto their drag ; 
because by them their portion zs fat, and 
their meat ? plenteous. 

17 Shall they therefore empty their net, 
and not spare continually to slay the 
nations ? 


CHAPTER II. 


1 Unto Habakkuk, waiting for an answer, is shown 
that he must wait by faith. 5 The judgment -upon 
the Chaldean for insatiableness, 9 for covetousness, 
12 for cruelty, 15 for drunkenness, 18 and for idol- 
atry. 


WILL stand upon my watch, and set 
me upon the 5 tower, and will watch 

to see what he will say !!unto me, and 
whatIshallanswer*whenIlam reproved. 
2 And the Lorp answered me, and said, 





* Heb, sharp, 4 Or, the supping up of their fuces, or their faces 
shall look toward the east; Heb. the opposition of their faces 
toward the east. $ Heb. rock. Q Heb. founded, — || Or, griev- 





8. Eventing wolves; wolves that come forth in 
the evening hungry and fierce, to hunt for their prey. 

9. Their faces—the east wind; their fierce 
countenances shall be like a vehement east wind, 
which withers and destroys every thing. But 
some render, “the aspect of their faces is east- 
ward;” that is, after ravaging the land, they turn 
towards their home in the east laden with booty. 

10. Dost; that is, a mound of earth, such as 
besiegers in ancient times raised against a city. 

ll. Shall change; be filled with fresh confi- 
dence and pride. Shall pass over ; over the land 
as a conqueror. Offend; provoke God by his 
pride. Imputing this his power unto his god ; 
or, “ this his power becomes his god.” 

12. We shall not die; the language of faith. 
God will not utterly destroy, but only chastise his 
people by the Chaldeans. In the verses which fol- 
low, the prophet, in the name of his people, pathet- 
ically pleads with God that he would not perpetu- 
ally abandon them to the pride and cruelty of their 
conquerors. 

13. The wicked; the heathen invader. lore 
righteous than he; the Jews, as God's covenant 
people and worshippers. 

14. No ruler over them ; that is, no protector. 

15. They; the Chaldeans. All of them ; men 
of all nations. : 

16. By them ; by the help of their net and drag. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-4. In times of great and general wickedness 
it is right to plead with God that he would inter- 
fere for the maintenance of his cause, and the de- 
liverance of his people; but we should be careful 
that our expostulations have in them no mixture of 
impatience and unbelief. 

}. When men are most presumptuous in sin,.and 
most unbelieving in respect to God’s threatenings, 
their destruction is near. 

6. When God will punish a nation for its sins, 
the instruments of his vengeance are at hand; he 
knows how to use those who are ignorant of him 








ance, * Or, moving. t Or, flue net. a Isa. 1013-15. ¢ Or, dainty ; 
Heb, fat. ® Heb. fenced place. b Psa. 85:8. || Or,in me. * Or, 
when lamargued with; Heb, upon my reproof, or arguing. 





for the accomplishment of his threatenings against 
his disobedient people. 

7-10. When men will not submit themselves to 
God’s easy and good yoke, he often gives them over 
to the iron yoke of cruel enemies. 

11. The influence of great prosperity upon wick- 
ed men is to fill them with pride and self-sufficiency, 
and alienate them still further from the true God. 

12. However great and long continued the ca- 
lamities which come upon God's people, we may 
comfort ourselves with the assurance that God has 
ordained them for their correction, not for their de- 
struction; and that he will at the proper time grant 
them a gracious deliverance. 

13-15. We may lawfully plead with God that 
he will deliver us from the oppression of wicked 
men; but we can never charge him with injustice, 
however long he allows them to triumph over us, 
since we deserve, as sinners, all evil at his hand 
and no good, and he alone is competent to judge 
what degree of chastisement is needful for our 
humiliation and correction. 

16. It is the universal folly and weakness ot 
fallen men to exalt the means by which they have 
accomplished their plans above the power and 
providence of God, who gives to means all their 
efficiency. Thus we continually see successful 
warriors and statesmen forgetting their depend- 
ence on God, because they have persuaded them- 
selves that they have in their own hands all that 
is necessary to insure perpetual prosperity. 


CHAPTER Il. 

1. Upon my watch; upon my watch-tower. 
The prophet, anxiously looking for an answer to 
his prayer just recorded, peers himself to a 
watchman upon his tower. hat he will say ; 
what word of promise God will give. 

2, The Lord answered me; this is the vision 
which he saw on his watch-tower. Make it plain ; 
as it concerns all, it is to be written plainly, so 
that all may read it. 


cate 





the tales Daag 
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The judgment 


eon” Write the vision, and make it 


plain upon tables, that he may run that 
readeth it. 

3 For the vision ts yet for an appointed 
time, but at the end it shall speak, and not 
lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because 
it will surely come, it will not tarry. 

4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up is 
not upright in him: but *the just shall 
live by his faith. 

5 J Yea* also, because he transgress- 
eth by wine, he is a proud man, neither 
keepeth at home, who enlargeth his de- 
sire as hell, and zs as death, and cannot 
be satisfied, but gathereth unto him all 
nations, and heapeth unto him all people: 

6 Shall not all these take up a parable 
against him, and a taunting proverb 
against him, and say, t Woe to him that 
increaseth that which is not his! how 
long? and to him that ladeth himself 
with thick clay! 

7 Shall they not rise up suddenly that 
shall bite thee, and awake that shall vex 
thee, and thou shalt be for booties unto 
them ? 

8 Because thou hast spoiled many na- 
tions, all the remnant of the people shall 
spoil thee ; because of men’s ? blood, and 

for the violence of the land, of the city, 
and of all that dwell therein. 

9 4] Woe to him that $coveteth an evil 


HABAKKUK II. 


of the Chaldeans. 


covetousness to his house, that he may 
set his nest on high, that he may be de- 
livered from the || power of evil! 

10 Thou hast consulted shame to thy 
house by cutting off many people, and 
hast sinned against thy soul. 

11 For the stone shall cry out of the 
wall, and the *beam out of the timber 
shall t answer it. 

12 §] Woe to him that buildeth a town 
with #blood, and establisheth a city by 
iniquity ! . 

13 Behold, zs it not of the Lorp of hosts 
that the people shall labor in the very 
fire, and the people shall weary them- 
selves 'for very vanity ? 

14 For the earth shall be filled with 
the knowledge of the glory of the Lorn, 
as the waters cover the sea. 

15 § Woe unto him ihat giveth his 
neighbor drink, that puttest thy bottle to 
him, and makest him drunken also, that 
thou mayest look on their nakedness! 

16 Thou art filled *with ‘shame for 
glory: drink thou also, and let thy fore- 
skin be uncovered: the ‘cup of the 
Lorp’s right hand shall be turned unto 
thee, and shameful spewing shall be on 
thy glory. 

17 For the violence of Lebanon shall 
cover thee, and the spoil of beasts, which 
made them afraid, because of men’s 





a Jolin 3:36. * Or, How much more. f Or, Ho,he. » Isa. 
33:1. $ Heb, bloods. 4 Or, gaineth an evil gain. || Heb. 


palm of the hand, ™* Or, piece, or fastening. f Or, witness 





against. } Heb. bloods. Q Or, in vain, 
* Or, more with shame than with glory. 


25: 27-24. 


|| Or, by knowing the. 
ce Phil S210 sdeyer, 





3. The viston; that of the overthrow of the 
Chaldean king, which the prophet proceeds to re- 
cord. Is yet for an appointed time ; its fulfil- 
ment is reserved for the set time of God's appoint- 
ment. These words intimate that the time is dis- 
tant, and that its delay will try the faith of God's 
people. Shall speak; by its fulfilment. Will 
not tarry ; that is, not tarry beyond the appointed 
time. 

4. Lifted up; with pride. Shall live by his 
faith; his faith shall be the cause of his salva- 
tion. The apostle Paul applies these words to all 
believers. Rom. 1:17. 

3. Yea also—transgresseth by wine ; or, “Yea 
also, wine is a transgressor;” that is, makes the 
Babylonian king a transgressor. Throughout the 
remainder of this chapter he is denounced as an 
ambitious, rapacious, and bloody idolater. 

6. Take up a parable ; that is, a taunting song 
at the time of his overthrow. With thick clay ; 
or, “ with pledges.” Thus the king of Babylon is 
compared to a hard-hearted usurer, who heaps to- 
gether pledges taken from the poor. 

7. Bite thee; rather, “take usury of thee;” 
that is, spoil thee, as thou hast spoiled others. 

8. Men’s blood ; shed by thee. The violence 
of the land; the violence done by thee to the 
land, etc. : 

9. Coveteth an evil covetousness ; rather, as 
the margin, “ gaineth an evil gain ;” that is, a gain 
which shall turn to his own destruction, ver. 10. 
His house—his nest ; the royal palace of Baby- 
lon, including perhaps Babylon itself, which Neb- 
uchadnezzar en frome. and beautified by plundering 





the nations. May be delivered from the power 
of evil; may raise himself above all liability of 
evil. 

10,11. Shame; this, and not glory, shall be the 
issue of his rapacious counsels. Stowe—beam ; 
in the king’s palace. These bear witness to each 
other of his violence and bloodshed. 

12. A town—a city ; Babylon; but the words 
hold good of all who imitate the example of Neb- 
uchadnezzar. 

13. Is it not of the Lord of hosts; is it not 
by his decree? The people; who build a city by 
blood and iniquity, ver. 12. In the very fire; 
rather, “for the very fire;” that is, only that their 
work may be consumed by fire. 

14. For the earth—cover the sea; it must be 
that all who build a city by iniquity and blood 
shall labor in vain; for God has purposed that 
righteousness and holiness, which come by the 
knowledge of himself, shall be triumphant over all 
the earth. 

15. Giveth his neighbor drink ; the violence 
of the Chaldean monarch towards the neighboring 
nations ‘is here compared to an intoxicating cup, 
which produces drunkenness and indecent expo- 


sure. 
16. Art filled—glory; shalt be filled with 
shame instead of thy present glory. Drink thou 
also ; the wine-cup of God’s wrath. 
17. The violence of Lebanon; the violence 
done to Lebanon. Lebanon here represents the 
rinces and warriors whom the king of Babylon 
destroyed. Compare Isa. 10: 18, 19; 14:8; 
37:24. Shall cover thee; shall erro upon thy- 
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The prayer 


blood, and for the violence of the land, 
of the city, and of all that dwell therein. 

18 4] What profiteth the graven image 
that the maker thereof hath graven it: 
the molten image, and a teacher of lies, 
that the *maker of his work trusteth 
therein, to make dumb idols? 

19 Woe unto him that saith to the wood, 
Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall 
teach! Behold, it 2s laid over with gold 
and silver, and there is no breath at all 
in the midst of it. 

20 But the Lorp zs in his holy *temple: 
lett all the earth keep silence before him. 


CHAPTER III. 


1 Habakkuk in his prayer trembleth at God’s majesty. 
17 The confidence of his faith. 


PRAYER of Habakkuk the prophet 
upon Shigionoth. 
2 O Lorn, I have heard thy !speech, 


HABAKKUK III. 


of Habakkuk. 


and was afraid: O Lorp, !!revive *,™: 53° 
thy> work in the midst of the years, in 
the midst of the years make known; in 
wrath remember mercy. 

3 God came from *Teman, and the 
Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. 
His glory covered the heavens, and the 
earth was full of his praise. 

4 And his brightness was as the light; 
he had thorns coming out of his hand: 
and there was the hiding of his power. 

5 Before him went the pestilence, and 
burning *coals went forth at his feet. 

6 He stood, and measured the earth: 
he beheld, and drove asunder the nations ; 
and the everlasting mountains were scat- 
tered, the perpetual hills did bow: his 
ways’ are everlasting. 

7 I saw the tents of §Cushan !! in afflic- 
tion: and the curtains of the land of 
Midian did tremble. 





* Heb. fashioner of his fushion, a Psa. 11:4. t Heb. be selent 
all the earth. Or, according to variable songs, or tunes, called 
in Hebrew, Shigionoth. 4 Heb. report, or hearing. || Or, preserve 


alive, vb Jolin 10:10. * Or, the south. +t Or, bright beams out 
of his side. $ Or, diseases ; Deut. 32:24. ¢ Micah5:2. @ Or, 
Ethiopia. || Or, under affliction, or vanity. 





self. The spoil of beasts; the destruction of the 
beasts of Lebanon is also to be taken figuratively 
of the slaughter and pillage of the conquered na- 
tions. 

18. What profiteth; to finish the picture, Ha- 
bakkuk exposes the vanity of the idols to which the 
Babylonians trusted for the maintenance of their 
power. 


together as equally vain and impotent. 

20. The Lord is tn his holy temple; the 
prophet closes his message to the people by con- 
trasting with the dumb idols of Babylon the power 
and majesty of the living Jehovah, which fill the 
whole earth. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-3. Though God may long delay the fulfilment 
of his promises, they are not thereby the less cer- 
tain. The accomplishment of them will surely 
come at the set time, and it will make manifest to 
all his veracity, and the reasonableness of faith in 
his word. 

4. Pride excludes faith from the soul, and lifts 
it up to its destruction; but the humble believer 
in God is always safe. 

0-8. There is but one law for those who seek to 
make themselves great by violence, fraud, and in- 
justice, whether they be nations, families, or indi- 
viduals; God will deal with them as they have 
dealt with others, and make them desolate for 
their sins. 

9-17. The experiment of building a town with 
blood, and establishing a city by iniquity, has often 
been made; but the result has been shame and 
ruin to those who attempted in this way to set 
themselves on high: so it must always be; for 
God is on the side of the truth, and it is his pur- 
pose to make it triumphant throughout the earth. 

18-19. The lifeless wood and the dumb stone to 
which idolaters pray, are a true emblem of all the 
vain things on which sinners who depart from 
the living God rely to make them happy and 
prosperous. 

20. God’s presence and glory fill the earth; he 
would have all nations with willing hearts rev- 
erence and obey him: they who refuse his au- 
thority, must be broken in pieces by his almighty 


power. 
1138 


Lhe molten image, and a teacher of 
fies; the idol and the teacher of idolatry are put, 





CHAPTER All. 

1. A prayer; the prophet in view of both the 
judgments which God had denounced upon his 
countrymen through the Chaldees, chap 1: 6, ete., 
and the promised deliverance from them at a future 
period, chap. 2:8, etc., celebrates the wonderful 
works of God in times past, in such a way that 
the recital is itself both a prayer and a prophecy 
of their renewal. S/zgzonoth ; probably the name 
of a tune of a lyric character. 

2. Thy speech; or, as the margin, “ thy re- 
port;” that is, the report of the judgments which 
thou art about to send upon thy people, chap. 1: 6. 
Thy work; thy work of salvation. Jz the midst 
of the years ; that is, of these years of calamity. 
Make known ; thy mercy and salvation. 

3. God came from Teman,; compare Deut. 
33:2; Judg. 5:4, 5; Psa. 68:7,8. It was in 
the wilderness of Arabia that God first appeared to 
Moses, Ex. 3:2: there he revealed himself in aw- 
ful splendor at the giving of the law; there also 
he manifested himself for forty years to the children 
of Israel. Hence, before the establishment of the 
tabernacle in Canaan, this wilderness and the bor- 
dering mountains are considered as his peculiar 
dwelling-place, and he is poetically represented as 
coming thence in divine glory for the salvation of 
his people. 
Palestine bordering upon Edom. 

4. Horns; beams of light. There; that is, in 
the midst of “ the light which no man can approach 
unto.” The hiding of his power; the pavilion 
where he hides his power and majesty from mortal 
vision. Compare 1 Tim. 6: 16. 

5. Before him went the pestilence—burning 
coals ; he comes in awful majesty and holiness to 
destroy his enemies, and the pestilence and death are 
his attending ministers. Compare Psa. 18:12-14; 
OUsas. OF Sade 

6. Measured ; surveyed with his eye; but some 
render, “shook,” which agrees well with the fol- 
lowing context. Its ways are everlasting ; lit- 
erally, “ ways of old are to him;” that is, he works 
vondertatted as in the days of old. 

7. Cushan; the same as Cush. Cush and 
Midian stand here as representatives of all the 
heathen powers, and they tremble at Jehovah's 
presence, : 





Teman—Paran ; regions south of © 
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The majesty of God. 


pCa, 8 Was the Lorp displeased against 
the rivers? was thine anger against the 
rivers? was thy wrath against the sea, 
that thou didst ride upon thy horses and 
thy chariots *of salvation? 

9 Thy bow was made quite naked, ac- 
cording to the oaths of the tribes, even 
thy word. Selah. Thou didst cleave 
thet earth with rivers. 

10 The mountains saw thee, and they 
trembled: the overflowing of the water 
passed by: the deep uttered his voice, 
and lifted up his hands on high. 

11 The *sun and moon stood still in 
their habitation: #at the light of thine 

_arrows they went, and at the shining of 
thy glittering spear. 

12 Thou didst march through the land 
in indignation, thou didst thresh the hea- 
then in anger. 

13 Thou wentest forth for the salvation 
of thy people, even for salvation with 
thine anointed; thou woundedst the *head 
out of the house of the wicked, by $ dis- 
covering the foundation unto the neck. 
Selah. 

14 Thou didst strike through with his 


HABAKKUK III. 


Confiding faith. 


staves the head of his villages: they 
camel out as a whirlwind to scatter me: 
their rejoicing was as to devour the poor 
secretly. 

15 Thou didst walk through the sea 
with thy horses, through the *heap of 
great waters. : 

16 When I heard, my belly trembled ; 
my lips quivered at the voice : rottenness 
entered into my bones, and I trembled 
in myself, that I might rest in the day 
of trouble: when he cometh up unto the 
people, he will tinvade them with his 
troops. 

17 “{ Although the fig-tree shall not 
blossom, neither shall fruit be in the 
vines ; the labor of the olive shall # fail, 
and the fields shall yield no meat; the 
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and 
there shall be no herd in the stalls: 

18 Yet °I will rejoice in the Lorn, I 
will joy in the God of my salvation. 

19 The Lorp God is my strength, and 
he will make my feet like hinds’ feet, 
and he will make me to walk upon my 
high places. To the chicf singer on my 
stringed § instruments. 





* Or, were. f Or, the rivers of the earth. a Josh. 10:12, 13, 
F Or, thine arrows walked in the light. b Pea. 110:6. % Heb. 
making naked. || Heb, were tempestuous. * Or, mud. + Or, cut 


them in pieces. $ Heb. lie, ¢ Job 13:15 


% Heb. Neginoth ; 
Psa. 4, title, 





8. Was the Lord displeased against the riv- 
ers? why were the rivers and seas dried up? was 
it because God was angry with them? The an- 
swer is, ‘No; it was that he might save his peo- 
ple.” Compare Psa. 114, which is the best com- 
mentary on this verse. Upon thy horses and 
thy chariots ; that is, through the sea and the 
rivers, drying them up before thee, ver. 15. 

9. Made quite naked; taken from its cover, 
that it might be used against thine enemies. Ac- 
cording to the oaths of the tribes, even thy 
word ; this very difficult clause has been various- 
ly translated and explained. According to our 
version it means, that God employed his bow 
against the enemies of his people, in accordance 
with the oaths which he had sworn to the tribes of 
Israel promising them protection and deliverance. 
Didst cleave the earth with rivers; Ex. 17:6; 
Num. 20:11; Psa. 78: 15. 

10. The overflowing of the water ; literally, 
“a flood of water;” that is, bursting from the 
clouds. Passed by; or, “overflowed.” Floods of 
rain, with attending thunder and lightning, are 
elsewhere represented as accompanying the mani- 
festation of Jehovah. Judg.5:4; Psa. 68: 

11. Stood still; in awe and astonishment. 
There is probably an allusion to Joshua 10: 12, 
13. At the light of thine arrows they went ; 
some render, «At the light of thine arrows which 
flew.” 

13. Thy people—thine anointed; the cove- 
nant Shei 2 of God. with their anointed Head. By 
discovering the foundation; b laying bare the 
foundation of his house in demolishing it. Unto 
the neck; a proverbial expression for complete 
destruction. It was probably first applied to a 
man sinking in the water to his neck. Ahi 8:8. 

14. With his staves ; with the enemies’ own 
spears. Villages ; or, “ captains.” 


16. When I heard; “thy report,” ver. 2. The 
ye now returns to the theme with which he 
egan, the threatened desolation of the land by the 
Chaldees. That I might rest ; concisely spoken 
for, “ anxiously looking that I might find a resting- 
place.” This resting-place he found in God, as he 
pce to state in the verses following. When 
te cometh—his troops; or, “when the people 
cometh up that shall invade us with his troops ;” 
that is, the Chaldeans, whose invasion has been 
predicted. 

17-19. Although the fig-tree—high places ; 
the prophet’s faith rises above all possible calami- 
ties that can come upon his people through the Chal- 
deans, or in any other way, and fastens itself upon 
the infinite goodness and faithfulness of Jehovah. 
Like hinds’ feet ; swift to escape danger. My 
high places; my fastnesses in the mountain 
heights, where I am free from danger. To the 
chief singer ; this dedication shows that the ode 
was to be used in the solemn worship of God. 
My stringed instruments ; the words seem to 
end instruments that either belonged to the 
prophet, or were under his special charge. 

INSTRUCTIONS, 

1-16. In times of great calamity it is suitable 

that we call to mind God’s wonderful interpositions 


for his people in days of old, and stay our souls 


upon his everlasting power and faithfulness; as- 
sured that the final result shall be, as it has always 
been heretofore, the increased prosperity of his own 
cause, and the higher peace and blessedness of those 
who love and trust him. 

17-19. God is himself the portion of his people, 
and though all earthly possessions fail them, he 
remains an infinite and all-sufficient good, able to 
make them victorious over all evil, and to pour 





through their souls an overflowing tide of holy 
peace and gladness. | { 
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ZEPHANIAH. 


CHAPTER I, 
God’s severe judgment against Judah for divers sins. 
HE word of the Lorp which came 
unto Zephaniah the son of Cushi, the 
son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the 
son of Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah the 
son of Amen, king of Judah 

2 1* will utterly consume all things 
from off tthe land, saith the Lorp. 

3 [ will consume man and beast; I will 
consume the fowls of the heaven, and 
the fishes of the sea, and the + stumbling- 
blocks with the wicked ; and I will cut 
off man from off the land, saith the Lorp. 

4 [ will also stretch out my hand upon 
Judah, and upon all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; andI will*cutoffthe remnant 
of Baal from this place, and the name of 
the Chemarim with the priests ; 

5 And them that worship the host of 
heaven upon the ® house-tops; and * them 
that worship and that swear $by the 
Lorp,? and that swear by *Malcham; 

6 And them that are turned ‘back from 
the Lorn; and those that have not& sought 
the Lorn, nor inquired for him. 

7 Hold "thy peace at the presence of 


the Lord Gop: forithe day of the 4,™322/: 
Lorp ts at hand: for the Lorp hath pre- 
pared a sacrifice, he hath !! bid his) guests. 

8 And it shall come to pass in the day of 
the Lorn’s sacrifice, that I will *punish the 
princes, and the king’s children, and all 
such as are clothed with strange apparel. 

9 In the same day also will I punish 
all those that leap on the threshold, which 
fill their masters’ houses with violence 
and deceit. 

10 And it shall come to pass in that 
day, saith the Lorn, that there shall be the 
noise of a ery from the fish-gate, and a 
howling from the second, and a great 
crashing from the hills. 

11 Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, 
for all the merchant people are cut down; 
all they that bear silver are cut off. 


12 And it shall come to pass at that - 


time, that I will search Jerusalem with 
candles, and punish the men that are 
settled t on their * lees: that'say in their 
heart, The Lorp will not do good, neither 
will he do evil. 

13 Therefore, their goods shall become 
a booty, and their, houses a desolation: 





* Heb. By taking away, Iwill make an end. +t Heb. the face of 
theland. { Or, idols, a Fulfilled, A. M. 3380, B. C. 624; 2° Kings, 
23:4,5. b 2 Kings, 23:12; Jer. 19:13, ¢2Kuings, 17:33, 41. 3 Or, 


to. dIsa.48:13 Hosea4:15, e1Kings,11:33, f Heb. 10:38. 


g Heb. 2:3. 
prepared; Col. 1:12. 
upon. f Heb. curded, or thickened. 
Rev. 2:23. I Psa. 94:7. 


h Zech. 2:13. i Pluk. 4:5. || Heb. sanctified, or 
j Mat, 22:2; Rev.19:17. * Heb. visit 
k Jer. 48:11; Ainos 6:1; 





CHAPTER I. 


1. Hizkiah ; in the original, the same as Hez- 
ekiah; but whether he was Hezekiah the king is 
uncertain. In the days of Josiah; he was 
therefore contemporary with Jeremiah. He fore- 
told the utter desolation of the land of Judah by 
the Chaldeans, and also that of the neighboring 
regions; sharply rebuked his countrymen for their 
sins, and promised a glorious purification and en- 
largement of God’s people in the distant future. 

3. The fowls—fishes ; a figurative way of de- 
scribing the utter desolation of the land by the 
invaders. Compare Ezek. 38:20; Hosea 4:3. 
The stumbling-blocks ; the idols, which were 
stumbling-blocks to those who worshipped them. 
Compare Ezek. 14: 3, 4. 

4. The remnant of Baal ; the remnant of the 
worship of Baal that remained after the reforma- 
tion under Josiah. 2 Kings, 23:4, 5. The Chem- 
artim ; “idolatrous priests,” as the word is ren- 
dered, 2 Kings, 23:5. Priests; priests of Jehovah, 
who were unfaithful to their office, and encouraged, 
or at least tolerated, idolatry. 

5. Upon the house-tops ; see 2 Kings, 23:12; 
Jer. 19:13; 32: 29. y the Lord—by Mal- 
cham; mixing the worship of Jehovah with that 
of idols. Malcham signifies “ their king,” that is, 
Moloch, which also means “king.” 

7. Hold thy peace ; keep silence with rever- 
ence and fear. A sacrifice; a slaughter of his 
enemies. Isa. 34:6; Jer. 46:10; Ezek. 39:17. 
He hath bid his guests ; to the sacrifice. Ezek. 
39:17; hey 17. But some render, ‘“ He hath 





consecrated his called ones;” that is, the Chal- 
deans, as his ministers in this sacrifice. 

8. Clothed with strange apparel; the foreign 
apparel is a sign that they have adopted the relig- 
ion and habits of foreigners. 

. Leap on the threshold ; some suppose, the 
threshold of their heathen temples, as a supersti- 
tious rite. 1 Sam. 5:5. Others think that the 
reference is to the servants of the Jewish princes, 
who dance in exultation upon the threshold of 
their masters’ palaces, in view of their successful 
rapine. 

10. The fish-gate ; probably in the north-east- 
ern quarter of Jerusalem. The second ; rendered 
“ college,” 2 Kings, 22:14; 2 Chron. 34:22. It 
was some newer section of Jerusalem. 

11. Maktesh ; that is, “mortar,” as the word 
is rendered Prov. 27:22. It seems to have been 
some valley devoted to merchandise in or near Je- 
rusalem, so called from its form. 

12. Settled on thetr lees; for this figure, see 
note Jer. 48:11. Long tranquillity had not only 
increased their strength and riches, but hardened 
their hearts in carnal security. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. The agreement of so many prophets in fore- 
telling the approaching desolation of Judah and 
Jerusalem, is a striking proof that they all spoke 
by the same Spirit of inspiration, and it left that 
wicked generation without excuse. 

3-9. God’s chastisements never proceed in a blind 
and indiscriminate way, but are always so directed 
as to separate from his people the false and hypo- 
critical, who vainly endeavor to unite the service 
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An exhortation 


A-M. 8374. they shall also build houses, but not 
inhabit them ; and they shall plant vine- 
yards, but not drink the wine thereof. 

14 The great day of the Lorp ts *near, 
it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the 
voice of the day of the Lorn: the mighty 
man shall cry there bitterly. 

15 That ‘day ts a day of wrath, a day 
of trouble and distress, a day of waste- 
ness and desolation, a day of ‘darkness 
and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. 

16 A day of the °trumpet and alarm 
against the fenced cities, and against the 
high towers. 

17 And I will bring distress upon men, 
that they shall walk like blind ‘men, be- 
cause they have sinned against the Lorn: 
and their §blood shall be poured out as 
dust, and their flesh as the dung. 

18 Neither "their silver nor their gold 
shall be able to deliver them in the day 
of the Lorp’s wrath; but the whole land 
shall be ‘devoured by the fire of his jeal- 
ousy: for he shall make even a speedy 
riddance of all them that dwell in the 
land. 


CHAPTER II. 


1 An exhortation to repentance. 4 The judgment of 
the Philistines, 8 of Moab and Ammon, 12 of Ethi- 
opia and Assyria. 

{ ATHER) yourselves together, yea, 
gather together, O nation not *de- 
sired ; 

2 Before the decree bring forth, before the 
day pass as the ‘chaff, before the fierce'an- 
ger ofthe Lorp come upon you, “before the 
day of the Lorp’s anger come upon you. 


ZEPHANIAH II. 


to repentance. 


3 Seek "ye the Lorp, all ye meek of 
the earth, which have wrought his °judg- 
ment; seek righteousness, seek meek- 
ness: it may be Pye shall be hid in the 
day of the Lorn’s anger. 

4 Y For 1Gaza shall be forsaken, and 
Ashkelon a desolation: they shall drive 
out Ashdod at the noonday, and Ekron 
shall be rooted up 

5 Woe unto the inhabitants of the sea- 
coast, the nation of the ‘Cherethites! the 
word of the Lorp is against you; O Ca- 
naan, the land of the Philistines, [ will 
even destroy thee, that there shall be no 
inhabitant. 

6 And the sea-coast shall be dwellings 
and cottages for shepherds, and folds for 
flocks. 

7 And the coast shall be for the *rem- 
nant of the house of Judah; they shall 
feed thereupon: in the houses of Ashke- 
lon shall they lie down in the evening: 
fort the Lorp their God shall ‘visit them, 
and turn “away their captivity. 

8 § [have heard the reproach of Moab, 
and the revilings of the children of Am- 
mon, whereby they have reproached my 
people, and magnified themselves against 
their border. 

9 Therefore, as I live, saith the Lorp 
of hosts, the God of Israel, Surely ’ Moab 
shall be as Sodom, and the children of 
Ammon as Gomorrah, even the breeding 
of nettles, and salt-pits, and a perpetual 
desolation: the residue of my people 
shall spoil them, and the remnant of my 
people shall possess them. 

10 This shall they have for their pride, 





a Joel 2:1, 11. b Rev. 6:15-17.  ¢ Jsa. 22:5; Jer. 30:7. 
@ Amos6:18. e¢ Jer.4:19. f Isa. 59:10. g Psa. 79:3; Jer. 
9:22. h Prov.11:4; Ezek. 7:19. ichap. 3:8.  j Joel2: 16. 
* Or, desirous. k Hoseal3:3. 12 Kings, 22:13,17; 23:26; 2 





Chron, 36:16, 17. ™ Psa. 95:7,8.  ™ Amos 5:6,15, 0 Zech. 
8:19. p Jonah3:9. q Jer.47:5; Zech.9:5,6. vr Ezek. 25:16. 
s Isa.ll:11; Micah4:7. f Or,when. t Luke 1:68. u Psa. 
126:1,4; Jer. 29:14. v Jer. 48:1, etc. 





of God with that of mammon, and to have a stand- 
ing in his church while their lives are polluted 
with violence and deceit. 

10, 11. It is an easy thing for God to take from 
“men of the world, which have their portion in 
this life,” all the possessions which they have ac- 
cumulated by years of anxious toil. Then they 
must be filled with vexation and bitter lamentation, 
for they have no treasure in heaven. 

12. When the effect of long prosperity and quiet 
is to nourish in men’s hearts the spirit of Atheism, 
so that they learn to despise alike the promises 
and threatenings of God’s word, he will compel 
them by terrible punishments to feel that he ‘alan 
over the affairs of this world, and makes a distine- 
tion between the righteous and the wicked. 

13. We are alike dependent on God for power 
to gain propery and to keep and enjoy it when it 
it is gained. ithout his blessing all our posses- 
sions will slide out of our own hands into 
our neighbors. 

17, 18. When God purposes to destroy a people 
for their sins, neither counsel nor riches avail them 
any thing; their plans are overthrown, their wealth 
given to others, and they perish miserably without 
any to help them. . 


ose of 





CHAPTER Il. 

1. Gather yourselves ; for confession and sup- 
plication. The Jews are solemnly exhorted to re- 
pentance before the threatened evils come upon 
them. 

2. The decree ; God's decree to make the land 
desolate. Bring forth; go into effect; produce 
its progeny of misery. Before the day pass as 
the chaff; before the day of God’s forbearance 
pass quickly away. 

4. For Gaza ab be—a desolation ; the devas- 
tation shall be universal, including all the nations 
bordering on Judea. The four towns mentioned 
here were the four chief cities of the Philistines. 
Gath, the fifth, seems to have previously perished. 

5. The Cherethites; the same as Charetlinn: 
Ezek. 25:16; another name for the Philistines. 

6. Cottages for shepherds—folds for flocks ; 
uncultivated pasture-ground. 

7. The coast Galt be; the coast of the Philis- 
tines after its desolation. (od shall reinstate his 

ople in their ancient possession, and they shall 
3 victorious over all their enemies, of whom the 
Philistines, Moabites, and Ammonites were among 
~ pees bitter and formidable. Compare Isaiah 
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Jerusalem reproved 


because they have reproached and mag- 
nified themselves against the people of the 
Lorp of hosts. 

11 The Lorn will be terrible unto them: 
for he will *famish all the gods of the 
earth ; and men shall worship him, every 
one from his place, even all the isles of 
the heathen. 

12 YJ Ye *Ethiopians also, ye shall be 
slain by my sword. 

13 And he will stretch out his hand 
against the north, and destroy > Assyria; 
and will make Nineveh a desolation, and 
dry like a wilderness. 

14 And flocks shall lie down in the 
midst of her, all the beasts of the nations: 
both the t cormorant and the bittern shall 
lodge in the tupper lintels of it; theer 
voice shall sing in the windows; deso- 
lation shall be in the thresholds: $ for he 
shall uncover the cedar work. 

15 This zs the rejoicing city that dwelt 
carelessly, ‘that said in her heart, I am, 
and there is none besides me: how is 
she become a desolation, a place for 
beasts to lie down in! every one that 
passeth by her shall hiss, and wag his 
hand. 


CHAPTER III. 


1 A sharp reproof of Jerusalem for divers sins. 8 An 
exhortation to wait for the restoration of Israel, 14 
and to rejoice for their salvation by God. 


\ OE to her that is 'lfilthy and pol- 
luted, to the oppressing city ! 
2 She obeyed not the voice; she re- 
ecived not *correction; she trusted not 


ZEPHANIAH III. 


Jor divers sins. 


in the Lorp; she drew not near *y%32j: 


to her God. 

3 Her princes within her are roaring 
lions ; her judges are evening wolves; 
they gnaw not the bones till the morrow. 

4 Her ‘prophets are light and treach- 
erous persons: her priests have polluted 
the sanctuary, they have done violence 
to the law. | 

5 The *just Lorp zs in the midst there- 
of; he will not do iniquity: fevery morn- 
ing doth he bring his judgment to light, 
he faileth not; but the unjust knowcth 
no ‘shame. 

6 [have cut off the nations: their + tow- 
ers are desolate; I made their streets 
waste, that none passeth by: their cities 
are destroyed, so that there is no man, 
that there is none inhabitant. 

7 I said, ¢Surely thou wilt fear me, 
thou wilt receive instruction; so their 
dwelling should not be cut off, howso- 
ever I punished them; but they rose 
early," and corrupted all their doings. 

8 4{ Therefore ' wait ye upon me, saith 
the Lorp, until the day that I rise up to 
the prey: for my determination zs to 
gather the /nations, that I may assemble 
the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine 
indignation, even all my fierce anger: for 
all the earth shall be devoured with the 
fire of my jealousy. 

9 For then will I turn to the people a 
pure Slanguage, that they may 'all call 
upon the name of the Lorn, to serve him 
with one | consent. 





* Heb. make lean. a Isa, 20:4, b Isa. 10:12,16. + Or, pelt- 
can. f Or, knops, or chapiters. % Or, when he hath uncovered. 
c Isa. 47:8; Rev. 18:7. || Or, gluttonous ; Heb. craw, * Or, in- 
struction. 4d Jer. 23:11,32. e Eccl. 1:16,17. +t Heb. morning 





12. Ethiopians; these, in connection with 
Iigypt, were at that time the rivals of Assyria, 2 
Kings, 19: 9. 

13. Will make Nineveh a desolation; the 
prophet foretells the utter desolation of Nineveh in 
language agreeing closely with that of Isaiah in 
reference to Babylon and Edom. Compare Isa. 
13:21, 22; 34: 13-15. The present ruins of this 
renowned city are the best comment on his words. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-3. God graciously delays his threatened judg- 
ments, that we may have opportunity to escape 
them by repentance; but if we despise his long- 
suffering kindness, the day of mercy will soon pass 
away, and escape will be no longer possible. 

4-11. When God afflicts his people, he intends 
not their destruction, but their correction; he will 
not allow their enemies, who exult over their ca- 
lamities, and take advantage of them to oppress and 
spoil them, to go unpunished: his own servants he 
will restore to more than their former prosperity, 
while those who hated and persecuted them perish 
without remedy. 


CHAPTER III. 
1. Filthy; or, “ rebellious.” 


meant. os 
3. Gnaw not the bones till the morrow ; or, 
1142 


Jerusalem is 





by morning. f Jer. 8:12. + Or, corners. g Isa. 63:8. bh Micah 
2:1,2. i Proy, 20:22; Lam. 3:25, 26. J Joel3:2; Mat. 25:32, 
k 2Pet.3:10. @ Heb. lip. 1 Acts2:4,etc. |] Heb. shoulder. 





“ onaw not on the morrow;” that is, devour them 
immediately, leaving nothing till the morrow. 

0. Thereof; of Jerusalem, beholding all her 
iniquities, and continually exercising his power in 
her as a righteous judge. 

6. The nations; around Jerusalem, for their 
wickedness, as a warning to her. 

7. Their dwelling ; literally, “her dwelling ;” 
the dwelling of Jerusalem. He changes from the 
second to the third person. 

8. Therefore wait ye wpon me; the prophet 
now addresses the pious remnant of the people, and 
encourages them to wait patiently upon God until 
the impending calamities are overpast, when he 
will gloriously interpose for their salvation and the 
destruction of their enemies. On this use of the 
word “therefore,” in passing from threatenings to 
promises, see note Hosea 2:14. To gather the 
nations; providentially, that this may be the oc- 
casion of their destruction. Compare Tax. 29 : 3-8; 
Ezek. 38: 7-9, 16; Joel 3:2, 9-17; Rev. 19: 19, 
20 


9. To the people ; that is, to the nations, as 
the original word implies; for this is a prophecy 
of the introduction of the Gentiles into God's 
church. A pure language; literally, as the 
margin, “a pure lip;” a lip not defiled with the 
name of false gods. ; 


B.C. tu, 








Promises of mercy 


he eo.” 10 From beyond the rivers of *Ethi- 
opia my suppliants, even the daughter of 
my dispersed, shall bring mine offering. 

11 In that day shalt thou not be »asham- 
ed for all thy doings, wherein thou hast 
transgressed against me: for then I will 
take away out of the midst of thee them 
that rejoice in thy pride, and thou shalt 
no more be haughty *because of my holy 
mountain. 

12 I will also leave in the midst of thee 
an afflicted and ‘poor people, and they 
shall trust in the name of the Lorp. 

13 The remnant of Israel shall not do 
iniquity,’ nor speak °lies; neither shall a 
deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: 
for they shall feed and lie down, and 
none shall make them afraid. 

14 § Sing, ‘O daughter of Zion; shout, 
O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all 
the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

15 The Lorp hath taken away thy judg- 
ments, he hath cast Sout thine enemy: 
the King of Israel, even the Lorp, zs in 


HAGGAT I. 





and restoration. 


the midst of thee: thou shalt not see 
evil any more. 

16 In that day it shall be said to Jeru- 
salem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let 
not thy hands be fslack. 

17 The Lorpthy God inthe midst of thee 
as mighty; he will save, he will rejoice 
over" thee with joy ; he will trest in his 
love, he will joy over thee with singing. 

18 I will gather them that are sorrowful 
for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, 
to whom $ the reproach of it was a burden. 

19 Behold, at that time I will undo all 
that afflict thee: and I will save her that 
halteth, and gather her that was driven 
out; and I will ll get them praise and fame 
in every land *where they have been put 
to shame. 

20 At' that time will I bring you again, 
even in the time that I gather you: for 
I will make you a name and a praise 
among all people of the earth, when I 
turn back your captivity before your 
eyes, saith the Lorp. 





HAGGAL. 


CHAPTER I. 


Haggai reproveth the people forneglecting the building 
of the house. 7 He inciteth them tothe building. 12 
He promiseth God's assistance to them being forward. 

N the second / year of Darius the king, 
in the sixth month, in the first day of 
the month, came the word of the Lorp 
by tf Haggai the prophet unto * Zerubba- 
bel the son of Shealtiel, + governor of 
a Psa. 68:31; Isa. 18:1, 7. » Psa. 49:5; Joel2:26,27. * Heb. 
in, ¢ James2:5, d Mat.13:41. e Rev.21:27. f Zech.2:10; 


9:9. g Rom. 8: 33,34; Rev, 12:10. t+ Or, faint. hb Isa, 62:5; 
Jer. 32:41. $ Heb. be silent, Heb. the burden upon it was 








_ 10. The daughter of my dispersed; my dis- 
persed people. Compare the expression, “the daugh- 
ter of Zion ;” that is, Zion’s people. 

11. Not be ashamed for all thy doings ; be- 
cause they have all been repented of, put away, 
and forgiven. These words are not inconsistent 
with such passages as Ezek. 36: 32: for there the 
shame of holy sorrow and gratitude is meant; here, 
the shame of God’s continued rebuke. 

18. I will gather—a burden ; this verse may 
be more clearly rendered thus: ‘‘ The afflicted, far 
removed from the solemn assembly, I have gath- 
ered,” that is, I will gather: “they are of thee,” 
belong to thee: “ reproach resteth upon her,” that 
is, collectively, Zion’s dispersed ones, “as a bur- 
den.” 

INSTRUCTIONS. 


God has established the visible church. for the 
glory of his own name and the maintenance of the 
cause of truth in the world, and he will not suffer 
her to be destroyed by either inward corruption or 
outward persecution. Wicked men, rising up in 
the midst of her, have often usurped dominion over 





Judah, and to Joshua the son of 'Jose- 
dech, the high-priest saying, 

2 Thus speaketh the Lorp of hosts, say- 
ing, This people say, The time is not 
come, the time that the Lorp’s house 
should be built. 

3 Then came the word of the Lorp by 
Haggai the prophet, saying, 

4 Is ™it time for you, O ye, to dwell 





reproach, || Heb. set ihem fora. * Heb. of their shame. i Amos 
¥:1 j Ezra 4:24; 5:1,2 t Heb. by the hand of. k Ezra 
3:2. $ Or, captain, 11 Chron. 6:15. m 2 Sam, 7:2. 





her, and filled her with violence and crime; but he 
knows how to separate proud transgressors from 
her, and to reserve for himself “an afflicted and 
poor people.” Thus will he proceed, purifying his 
people by his manifold judgments from age to age, 
and overthrowing all the devices of their outward 
enemies, till he makes them “a name and a praise 
among all people of the earth.” 


CHAPTER I. 

1. In the second year of Darius ; by the slan- 
dérous representations of the Jews’ enemies, the 
building of the temple had been interrupted, as 
we learn from the fourth chapter of Ezra. Mean- 
while the Jews, having yielded to the spirit of un- 
belief, had grown cold and indifferent to the work; 
for which the prophets Haggai and Zechariah re- 
proved them. Ezra 5:1, 2. 

2. The time ts not come; they doubtless ex- 
cused themselves on the ground of Artaxerxes’ de- 
cree, which remained yet in force. Ezra 4:23. 
But God saw that indifference, and the love of 
worldly ease, were the true cause of their inaction, 


ver. 4, 9. 
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Encouragement to 


in your ceiled houses, and this house lie 
waste ? 

5 Now therefore thus saith the Lorp 
of hosts; *Consider your *ways. 

6 Ye have "sown much, and bring in 
little; ye ©eat, but ye have not enough ; 
ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; 
ye clothe you, but there is none warm ; 
and he that earneth wages, earneth wages 
to put it into a bag tT with holes. 

7 ¥ Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; Con- 
sider your ways. 

8 Go up to the mountain, and bring 
wood, and build the house; and I will 
take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, 
saith the Lorn. . 

9 Ye ‘looked for much, and lo, zt came 
to little; and when ye brought it home, 
I did blow tupon it. Why? saith the 
Lorp of hosts. Because of my house 
that zs waste, and ye run every man unto 
his own house. 

10 Therefore °the heaven over you is 
stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed 
from her fruit. 

11 And I called for a drought upon the 
land, and upon the mountains, and upon 
the corn, and upon the new wine, and 
upon the oil, and upon that which the 
ground bringeth forth, and upon men, 
and upon cattle, and upon all the labor 
of the hands. 

12 Y Then Zerubbabel the son of She- 
altiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the 
high-priest, with all the remnant of the 
people, obeyed the voice of the Lorp their 
God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, 
as the Lorp their God had sent him, and 
the people did fear before the Lorp. 

13 Then spake Haggai the Lorp’s &mes- 
senger in the Lorp’s message unto the peo- 
ple, saying,*I am with you, saith the Lorp. 


HAGGAT II. 


rebuild the temple. 
A_M. 3184, 


14 And theiLorp stirred up the *,™%°s5 
spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
governor of Judah, and the spiritof Joshua 
the son of Josedech, the high-priest, and 
the spirit of all the remnant of the peo- 
ple; and jthey came and did work in the 
house of the Lorp of hosts, their God, 

15 In the four and twentieth day of the 
sixth month, in the second year of Darius 
the king. 


CHAPTER II. 


1 He encourageth the people to the work, by promise 
of greater glory to the second temple than was in the 
first. 10 In the type of holy things and unclean he 
showeth their sins hindered the work. 20 God’s 
promise to Zerubbabel. 


N the seventh month, in the one and 

twentieth day of the month, came the 
word of the Lorp Sby the prophet Hag- 
gai, saying, 

2 Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Josh- 
ua the son of Josedech, the high-priest, 
and to the residue of the people, saying, 

3 Who is left among you that saw this 
house in her first glory? and how do ye 
see it now? zs it not in your eyes in 
comparison of it as 'nothing ? : 

4 Yet now be “strong, O Zerubbabel, 
saith the Lorp; and be strong, O Joshua, 
son of Josedech, the high-priest; and be 
strong, all ye people of the land, saith 
the Lorp, and work: for I "am with you, 
saith the Lorp of hosts: 

5 According to the °word that I cove- 
nanted with you when ye came out of 
Egypt, so my PSpirit remaineth among 
you: fear ye not. 

6 For thus saith the Lorp of hosts ; Yet 
once, it is a little while, and 41 will shake 
the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, 
and the dry land ; 





* Heb. Set your heart on. a Lam. 3:40. b Deut. 23:38. 
e Hosea 4:10; Micah 6:14. t+ Heb. pierced. d chap, 2:16, 17. 
+ Or, it away. e Deut.28:23; Hosea2:9. f 1 Kings, 17:1; 
2 Kings, 8:1, g Mal. 2:7; 2Cor.5:20, h Mat.28:20. 11 Cor. 


12:4-ll1. j Ezra 5:2,8. Heb. by the hand of. k Ezra3: 12. 
1 Zech. 4:10, m Zech.8:9. nm chap. 1:13. 0 Ex, 29: 45, 46. 
p Neh. 9:20; Psa. 51:11, 12; Isa, 63:11, 14. 4@ Joel 3:16; 
Heb. 12: 26. 





12. Obeyed the voice of the Lord; compare 
Ezra 5: 2. 

13. Iam with you; as soon as they set them- 
selves in earnest to rebuild the temple, God _re- 
moved all outward hinderances to the work. Ezra 

oe Ochen 

INSTRUCTIONS. 


2. It is a bad sign when difficulties and hin- 
derances in God’s service, instead of increasing our 
zeal and earnestness, lead to coldness, indifference, 
and vain excuses, for it shows that we are willing to 
labor in God’s cause only when it costs us no incon- 
venience or sacrifice. 

4, When we can find both time and means to 
build for ourselves ceiled houses, but neither for 
the Lord’s house, it is plain that we love our own 
private interests better than God’s cause. 

5. Serious consideration is the beginning of 
amendment. 

6. We cannot defraud God and prosper. 

8, 11. ae ae way to succeed in our worldly 





enterprises is to go steadily forward in God’s ser- 
vice, promptly making all the sacrifices which his 
cause demands of us, and trusting him for the sup- 
ply of our temporal wants. He has the resources 
of heaven and earth at his disposal: to him it is 
alike easy to increase or diminish our earthly pos- 
sessions; and he will see that they who believe 
and obey him have all needful good. 

13. ‘God is always with those who obey his com- 
mands, and go cheerfully forward in his service. 

14. The prompt obedience of God’s ae le, after 
a season of inaction, greatly cheers the hearts of 
his messengers ; it is at once a proof of the genu- 
ineness of their religion, and of its increase in their 
souls. 


CHAPTER II. 


3. Who is left—as nothing ; see the narrative, 
Ezra 3: 12, 13. 

6. Shake the heavens—the dry land; by the 
coming of the Messiah, and the establishment of 
his kingdom upon the ruins of Satan’s kingdom. 


ieee ae 





i 
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God's promise : 
A.M at 7 And I will shake all nations, 
and the desire of all nations shall *come: 
and I[ will fill this house with glory, saith 
the Lorp of hosts. | 

8 The silver zs »mine, and the gold zs 
mine, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

9 The ‘glory of this latter house shall 
be greater than of the former, saith the 
Lorp of hosts: and in this place will | 
give ‘peace, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

10 { In the four and twentieth day of 
the ninth month, in the second year of 
Darius, came the word of the Lorp by 
Haggai the prophet, saying, 

11 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; Ask 
now the “priests concerning the law, saying, 

12 If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of 
his garment, and with his skirt do touch 
bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any 
meat, shall it be holy? And the priests 
answered and said, No. 

13 Then said Haggai, If one that is un- 
clean by a dead body ‘touch any of these, 
shall it be unclean? And the priests an- 
swered and said, It shall be unclean. 

14 Then answered Haggai, and said, 
Sos is this people, and so zs this nation 
before me, saith the Lorp; and so is 
every work of their hands; and that 
which they offer there zs unclean. 

15 And now, I pray you, consider from 
this day and upward, from before a stone 
was laid upon*e stone in the temple of 
the Lorn: 

16 Since those days were, when "one 

a Gen. 49:10; Mal. 3:1; Luke 2: 27, 46. b 1 Chron, 29:14. 
e Join 1:14; 2Cor.3:9,10. 4d Psa, 85:8; Luke 2:14; Eph. 


2:14. e Lev. 10:10, 11; Deut. 33:10; Mal.2:7. f Num, 19711. 
h chap. 1:6,9; Zech, 8:10. i Deut. 





g Titus 1:15; Jude 23. 


Compare Ezek. 38: 19-23; Joel 3: 14-17; Heb. 
12: 26-28. 

7: The desire of all nations ; the Messiah, in 
whom “all families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
Many render, more literally, “the things desired 
by all nations ;” that is, the blessings of the Mes- 
siah’s reign, which amounts to the same thing. 

9. Greater than of the former; though this 
may have been literally true of the second tem- 
ple as renewed by Herod, yet the reference here 
is to its spiritual glory. It was honored by the 
presence of the Son of God, who is the brightness 
of the Father's glory. Give peace ; through the 
Messiah's work. Compare Eph. 2: 14. 

12,13. Ifone bear—unclean ; this is a sort of 
parable, and its meaning is, holy flesh, such as was 
offered in sacrifice, cannot make the objects which 
it touches holy, but a dead body will defile all that 
it touches ; so no outward observance of sacred rites 
can make you holy, while your hearts and lives are 
unclean; but these, on the contrary, will defile all 
your offerings, and every work which you undertake. 

14. So is this people ; that is, while they con- 
tinue worldly-minded and remiss in duty. Though 
the people had begun to move in the work of build- 
ing the house, they needed further reproof as well 
as encouragement. 

16. A heap of twenty measures ; probably, a 
heap of sheaves which from its size might yield 
twenty measures. Fifty vessels ; so many having 





HAGGAI Il. 





to Zerubbabel. 


came to a heap of twenty measures, there 
were but ten: whenone came to the press- 
fat for to draw out fifty vessels out of the 
press, there were but twenty. 

17 1 smote 'you with blasting and with 
mildew and with hail in all the labors 
of your hands; yet ye turned not to me, 
saith the Lorp. 

18 Consider now from this day and 
upward, from the four and twentieth day 
of the ninth month, even from the /day 
that the foundation of the Lorp’s temple 
was laid, consider zt. 

19 Istheseed yetin the barn? yea, as yet 
the kvine, and the fig-tree, and the pomegran- 
ate, and the olive-tree, hath not brought 
forth: from this day will I bless you. 

20 | And again the word of the Lorp 
came unto Haggai in the four and twen- 
tieth day of the month, saying, 

21 Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of 
Judah, saying, I will 'shake the heavens 
and the earth ; 

22 And I will "overthrow the throne of 
kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength 
of the kingdoms of the heathen; and "I 
will overthrow the chariots, and those 
that ride in them; and the horses and 
their riders shall come down, every one 
by the sword of his brother. 

23 In that day, saith the Lorn of hosts, 
will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my ser- 
vant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the Lorn, 
and willmake thee as a°signet: for [ have 
chosen thee, saith the Lorn of hosts. 


j Zech. 8:2:9;.12. k Hab. 
n Micah 5:10; Zech. 





28:22; 1 Kings, 8:37; Amos 4:9. 
3:17,18 Iver. 6,7 ™m Dan. 2:44. 
9:10. o Cant. 8:6. 





been expected from the amount of the vintage 
gathered. 

19. Is the seed yet in the barn? these words 
have been variously interpreted. Some suppose 
they mean, “ Has not all the seed you have sown 
been committed to the ground, while as yet there 
are no signs of the future harvest?” The ninth 
month began with the new moon of December, which, 
in Palestine, is one of the months for sowing. But 
perhaps we may better take the whole verse, ex- 
cept the last clause, as a recital of past calamities, 
thus: “Has there remained,” in the past years of 
famine, “the seed in the barn?” that is, seed enough 
for sowing, etc. 

21, 22. [ will shake—his brother ; a prophecy 
extending to the distant future, the fulfilment of 
which could be only begun under Zerubbabel. See 
note ver. 6. ; 

23. A signet ; a seal-ring, which was worn on 
one of the fingers of the right hand, or carried in 
the bosom. The meaning is, that God will pre- 
serve Zerubbabel, as a precious treasure, from all 
the assaults of the wicked. But since the proph- 
ecy reached far beyond his day, the promise made 
to him extends, in like manner, to all whom God 
sets over his church, and can have its perfect fulfil- 
ment only in Christ. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

3-5. The present smallness and feebleness of a 

good enterprise should never louie us, 


ZECHARIAH. 


CHAPTER I. 


Zechariah exhorteth to repentance. 7 The vision of 
the horses. 12 At the prayer of the angel, comfort- 
able promises are made to Jerusalem. 1s The vision 
of the four horns, and the four carpenters. 


N the eighth month, inthe * second year 

of Darius, came the word of the Lorp 

unto > Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, 
the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, 

2 The Lorp hath been *sore ° displeas- 
ed with your fathers. 

3 Therefore say thou unto them, Thus 
saith the Lorp of hosts; 4Turn ye unto 
me, saith the Lorp of hosts, and °I will 
turn unto you, saith the Lorn of hosts. 

4 Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom 
the former prophets have cried, saying, 
Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; Turn ye 
now from your evil ways, and from your 
evil doings: but they did not hear, nor 
hearken unto me, saith the Lorp. 

5 Your fathers, where are they? and 
the prophets, do they live for ever? 

6 But my words and my statutes, which 

aHag. 1:1. bEzra5:1; Mat. 23:35, * Heb. with displeasure. 


c22-Clir, 86:16; 2sa.-60 21; Jer. 25:5; Mal. 3: 7. e Mic. 
7:19; Luke 15:20; James 4:8. f Or, overtake. f Hosea6:5. 
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(rod has clearly commanded it, we may go cour- 
ageously forward, assured that he will be with us, as 
he has been with his people from the beginning, and 
give us all needful help. Many of the most success- 
ful undertakings in behalf of Christ’s church have 
been small and despised in the beginning, and strug- 
gled for a long time with such difficulties as God’s 
help alone could enable his servants to overcome. 

6. If we could comprehend at a glance the whole 
plan of redemption as God is gradually unfolding 
it from age to age, the delay of his promises, which 
now seems very long, would appear, as it is in real- 
ity, only “a little while.” We should then see that 
God helps his people *“ right early.” Psa. 46:9. 

7. The extension of Christ's kingdom throughout 
the earth must shake all nations, because they are 
under the dominion of Satan; his power must be 
overthrown, that the power of Christ may be estab- 
lished on its ruins, ver. 21, 22. 

9. The presence of Christ gave to the second 
temple such glory as no outward adornments of 
silver and gold and precious stones could confer. 

11-14. No external religious services, though they 
be those which God has commanded, can make a 
wicked heart holy and acceptable to God; but such 
an unclean heart will pollute all our outward good 
works, and make them abominable in God's sight. 

15-19. The review of our past history will show 
that we have enjoyed true prosperity only when 
we have been diligent and faithful in the service 
of God; and that whenever we have been drawn 
away from this by the hope of worldly gain, the 
result has been disappointment and vexation. 

22. All institutions and forms of government 
that are opposed to the principles of Christ’s gospel 
must be overthrown; and al! combinations to op- 

ose its progress in the earth, must come to naught. 

n this work of overturning, God employs the wick- 

ed to one oo counsels upon wth other; but it 
6 





1 commanded my servants the “,%&*S}: 
prophets, did they not t take ‘hold of your 
fathers? and they returned and said, Like 
as the Lorp of hosts thought to do unto 
us, according to our ways, and according 
to our doings, so" hath he dealt with us. 

7 ¥Upon the four and twentieth day of 
the eleventh. month, which zs the month 
Sebat, in the second year of Darius, came 
the word of the Lorp unto Zechariah, 
the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the 
prophet, saying, 

8 I saw by night, and ‘behold a man 
riding upon a red horse, and he stood 
among the myrtle-trees that were in the 
bottom; and behind him were J there red 
horses, # speckléd, and white. 

9 Then said I, O my lord, what are 
these? And the angel that talked with 
me said unto me, ! will show thee what 
these be. 

10 And the man that stood among the 
myrtle-trees answered and said, * These 





¢-Dam, 2-17, 


h Lam. 1:18. {§ Josh. 6:13; Rev. 6:4. ) chap. 
6:2. $ Or, bay. 14, 


k Psa. 103 ;20, 21; Heb, 1:14 





is only by his word and Spirit that the kingdom of 
Christ can arise upon the ve Satan’s kingdom. 
23. God preserves as a precfous jewel every one 


who is in Christ, and when Christ has completed _ 


his triumph over Satan, and sat down on the right 
hand of God, he will bring with himself to the 
new Jerusalem all his faithful servants, to rejoice 
for ever in his own immediate presence. 


CHAPTER I. 


1. Iddo; one of the priests that went up with 
Zerubbabel from Babylon to Jerusalem, Neh. 12: 4. 
Hence Zechariah himself belonged to the priests. 

5, 6. Your fathers, where are they ?—dtd they 
not take hold of your fathers? your fathers and 
the prophets who reproved them have passed away 
together, but my words which the prophets uttered 
have not passed away. 

7. Upon the four and twentieth day of the 
eleventh month ; here begins a remarkable series 
of prophetic symbols, which is continued to the end 
of the sixth chapter. They seem to have been all 
received in one night. 

8. A man riding upon a red horse; he is 
“the angel of the Lord,” verse 11; that is, the 
angel in whose person Jehovah was present; or 
the Word. that was in the beginning with God, and 
was God, John 1:1. See note tsa. 63:9. Many 
commentators think that he is different from the 
interpreting angel that talked with the prophet, 
ver. 9, etc. This opinion is favored by chap. 2:4, 
where the interpreting angel receives a command 
from another angel. The red horse exhibits him 
as a mighty warrior, prepared to deliver his people 
from their heathen oppressors. The different colors 
of the horses that follow him denote the different 
offices of the ministering angels that sit upon them. 

10. Azswered ; answered the interpreting angel 
in the prophet’s behalf. ’ 


- 


Comforting promises. 


hevas” are they whom the Lorp hath sent 
to walk to and fro through the earth. 

11 And they-answered the angel of the 
Lorp that stood among the myrtle-trees, 
and said, We have walked to and fro 
through the earth, and behold, all the 
earth sitteth still, and is at rest. 

12 9 Then the angel of the Lorp an- 
swered and said, O Lorn of hosts, how 
long* wilt thou not have mercy on Jeru- 
salem and on the cities of Judah, against 
which thou hast had indignation ° these 
threescore and ten years ? 

13 And the Lorp answered the angel 
that talked with me with ©good words 
and comfortable words. 

14 So the angelthat communed with me 
said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith 
the Lorp of hosts; [4am jealous for Jeru- 
salem and for Zion with a great jealousy. 

15 And I am very sore displeased with 
the heathen that are at ease: for *I was 
but a little displeased, and they helped 
forward the affliction. 

16 Therefore thus saith the Lorn; I 
am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: 
my house shall be built in it, saith the 
Lorp of hosts, and a line shall be stretch- 
ed forth upon Jerusalem. 

17 Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the Lorp 
of hosts; My cities through * prosperity 
shall yet be spread abroad; Sand the 
Lorp shall yet comfort Zion, and shall 
yet "choose Jerusalem. 


ZECHARIAH II. 


The four horns. 


18 Then lifted I up mine eyes, and 
saw, and behold four horns. 

19 And I said unto the angel that talk- 
ed with me, What be these? And he an- 
swered me, These are the horns which 
have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jeru- 
salem. 

20 And the Lorp showed me four car- 
penters. 

21 Then said I, What come these to do? 
And he spake, saying, These are the horns 
which have ‘scattered Judah, so that no 
man did lift up his head: but these are 
come to fray them, to cast out the horns 
of the Gentiles, which lifted up? their horn 
over the land of Judah to scatter it. 


CHAPTER, 


1 God, in the care of Jerusalem, sendeth to measure it. 
6 The redemption of Zion. 10 The promise of God’s 
presence. 

LIFTED up mine eyes again, and 
looked, and behold a man with a 
measuring* line in his hand. 

2 Then said I, Whither goest thou? 
And he said unto me,!'To measure Jeru- 
salem, to see what zs the breadth there- 
of, and what zs the length thereof. 

3 And behold, the angel that talked 
with me went forth, and another angel 
went out to meet him, e 

4 And said unto him, Run, speak to 
this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall 
be ™inhabited as towns without walls for 








“a Psa. 102: 13; Rev.6:10. b Jer, 25:11, 12; Dan. 9:2; chap. 
7:5. ¢ Jer. 29:10. d Joel 2:18; chap. 8:2,3. e¢ Isa. 47:6; 
Obad. 15,17. f Isa. 12:1; 54:8, * Heb. good. g Isa. 51:3, h Isa, 


11. All the earth ; all the heathen world. Their 
quiet is contrasted with the affliction of God's peo- 
ple, ver. 19. 

12. The angel of the Lord answered ; as in- 
terceding with God the Father in his people's behalf. 
Compare Rom. 8: 34. 

13. Answered the angel that talked with me ; 
since the answer was designed for the prophet’s 
instruction and consolation, it was given to the 
angel who talked with him. 

17. My cities; the cities of my covenant people. 

18. Four horns; the horns are symbols of hea- 
then persecutors, and the number four denotes that 
they had scattered God’s people in all directions. 
Compare “ the four winds,” chap. 2: 6. 

20. Carpenters; the word in the original de- 
notes men who work in brass and iron, as well as 
in wood. ; 

21. Fray; drive away in terror. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. The chastisement which God inflicts upon his 
people in one age, is designed for the instruction of 
all future generations; and if they will take warn- 
ing from it, they will be spared its repetition. 

3. God waits for the repentance of his people, 
that he may remove their trials and grant them 
renewed prosperity. 

4-6. Wicked men and the prophets whom God 
sends to reprove them pass away together. But 
though the preacher's voice ceases, his words remain, 
and every one of them is fulfilled upon the ungodly. 

8-10. Though it seems at times as if the Lord 





1421, 4. Dan; 12 7. J Psa..16:4,.6:, & Ezek: 4053,:5, 1 Rev, 1-1; 
21:15, 16. m Isa, 26:1,2; Ezek. 36: 10, 11. 





had forsaken his people, and delivered them over to 
the power of the wicked, yet is he always present 
with them, ordering the manifold affairs of the 
world for their good. 

11-13. They who love God are often in deep 
affliction, while wicked men prosper and are quiet ; 
but he graciously remembers them in their sorrow, 
and will in due time answer them “ with good 
words and comfortable words.”. 

14, 15. Though God uses ungodly men as his 
instruments in chastising his people, this does not 
excuse their wickedness. They mean it for evil, 
and will be dealt with accordingly. Isa. 10 

16, 17. God afflicts his people only “for a small 
moment,” that he may have mercy upon them 
“with everlasting kindness.” All their trials end 
in increased prosperity. Isa. 54:7, 8. 

18-21. God gives to the persecutors of his church 
all their strength, and it is an easy thing for him, 
when he has accomplished his holy purposes by 
them, to raise up others mightier than they, who 
shall deliver her from their power. 


CHAPTER IL. 


1. A man; that is, an angel. The measuring 
of Jerusalem is a sign that it is to be rebuilt, since 
in building men use measuring lines. Compare 
Ezek. 40: 3. 

4. As towns without walls ; this denotes both 
the abundance and security of the inhabitants ; 
they shall spread themselves in peace and quiet 
beyond the limits of her walls. 

1147 


al 
The redemption and 


the multitude of men and cattle there- 
in: 

5 For I, saith the Lorp, will be unto 
her a* wall of fire round about, and will 
be the glory in the midst of her. 

6 4 Ho, ho, come forth, and * flee from 
the land of the north, saith the Lorp: 
for? have spread you abroad as the four 
winds of the heaven, saith the Lorn. 

7 Deliver °thyself, O Zion, that dwell- 
est with the daughter of Babylon. 

8 For thus saith the Lorp of hosts; 
After the glory hath he sent me unto the 
nations which spoiled you: for he that 
toucheth ‘you, toucheth the apple of his 
eye. 

9 For behold, I will &shake my hand 
upon them, and they shall be a spoil to 
their servants: and ye shall know that 
the Lorn of hosts hath sent me. 

10 §| Sing "and rejoice, O daughter of 
Zion: for lo, Il come, and I will dwell in 
the midst of thee, saith the Lorn. 

11 And many nations 'shall be joined 
to the Lorn in that day, and shall be my 
people: and I will /dwell in the midst 
of thee, and thou shalt know that the 
Lorp of hosts hath sent me unto thee. 

12 And the Lorp shall ‘inherit Judah 
his portion in the holy land, and shall 
choose! Jerusalem again. 

13 Be silent, O all flesh, before the 
Lorn: for he is raised up out of *his 
holy habitation. 


ZECHARIAH III. 


restoration of Zion. 


CHAPTER III. ar 


1 Under the type of Joshua, the restoration of the church, 
8 Christ the Branch is promised. 


ND he showed me ™ Joshua the high- 

priest standing before the angel of 
the Lorp, and +Satan "standing at his 
right hand to # resist him. 

2 And the Lorp said unto Satan, The 
Lorp °rebuke thee, O Satan; even the 
Lorp that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke 
thee: zs not this a Pbrand plucked out of 
the fire ? 

3 Now Joshua was clothed with ‘filthy 
garments, and stood before the angel. 

4 And he answered and spake unto 
those that stood before him, saying, Take 
away the filthy garments from him. And 
unto him he said, Behold, "I have caused 
thine iniquity to ‘pass from thee, and I 
will clothe thee with tchange of raiment. 

5 And I said, Let them set a "fair mitre 
uponhis head. So they seta fair mitre upon 
his head, and clothed him with garments. 
And the angel of the Lorp stood by. 

6 And the angel of the Lorp protested 
unto Joshua, saying, 

7 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; If thou 
wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt 
keep my ‘charge, then thou shalt also 
judge my house, and shalt also keep my 
courts, and I will give thee || places to 
walk among these that stand by. 

8 Hear now, O Joshua the high-priest, 
thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: 





aelsae 4s oe Cian... Wok Sa.-o: oy 19h OU.c1 9s eves lines, 
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6. From the land cf the north; from Babylon. 
See note Jer. 1: 14. 

8. Hath he sent me; the Messiah, who is the 
speaker in this and the following verses. 

9. Will shake my hand upon them; as a 
sign of the infliction of vengeance. To their ser- 
vants; that is, to God's people, who have been 
their servants. 

10, 11. I come—saith the Lord—the Lord of 
hosts hath sent me; in this remarkable passage 
it is the Lord who comes to Zion; and he is sent 
by the Lord. It could have been fulfilled only in 
Christ. 

13. Raised up; to deliver his people and exe- 
cute vengeance upon their enemies. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

Nothing in this world is so dear to God as his 
church; nothing is guarded by him with such jeal- 
ous care; nothing so offends him as the injuries 
inflicted upon her by her enemies. Though at 
times he may seem to have abandoned her to the 
power of those who hate her, it is only for her needful 
correction. He will certainly return to her again, 
rebuild her with more than her former strength and 
beauty, and make her honorable in the eyes of those 
who have despised and persecuted her. 


CHAPTER Ill. 
a; me before the angel of the Lord; 
48 





as his minister in holy things. Deut. 10:8; 
2 Chron. 29:11; Ezek. 44:15. 

2. The Lord ; that is, “ the angel of the Lord ;” 
for he is the Lord. See note chap. 1:8. The 
Lord rebuke thee; the angel of the Lord calls 
upon the Lord who has sent him to rebuke Satan. 
See note chap. 2:10, 11. 

3. Filthy garments ; the prophet in vision sees 
Joshua clothed with filthy garments. These area 
symbol of the pollution of sin, which made him and 
the people in whose behalf he ministered unclean, 
and gave Satan occasion to withstand him and 
accuse him before God. The Lord does not deny 
Joshua’s unworthiness, but of his free love rebukes 
Satan, and clothes his servant with change of rai- 
ment. The whole is a beautiful symbol of justifica- 
tion and sanctification by free grace. 

4. Caused thine iniquity to pass from thee ; 
this includes both pardon for sin, and inward puri- 
fication from its power; for these two things are 
never separated. . ee 

5. I said; the prophet. Thus he expresses his 
warm sympathy with the high-priest and the peo- 
ple whom he represents. 

7. Places ; according to many, “ leaders ;” that 
is, angelic guides. : : 

8. Thy fellows; the lower priests associated 
with him. Men wondered at; better, as the 
margin, “men of sign”--men whose priesthood 


Christ, the Branch. 


AM. 3485. for they are men * wondered at: 
for behold, I will bring forth my servant 
the * BRANCH. 

9 For behold the stone that I have laid 
before Joshua; upon one stone shall be 
seven” eyes: behold, I will engrave the 
graving thereof, saith the Lorp of hosts, 
and I will remove the iniquity of that 
land in one day. 

10 In that day, saith the Lorn of hosts, 
shall ye call every man his neighbor un- 
der the vine and under the fig-tree. 


CHAPTER IV. 


1 By the golden candlestick is foreshown the good suc- 
cess of Zerubbabel’s foundation. 11 By the two 
olive-trees, the two anointed ones. 


ee the angel that talked with me 
came again, and waked me, as aman 
that is wakened out of his sleep, 

2 And said unto me, What seest thou? 


ZECHARIAH IV. 


_ The golden candlestick. 


And I said, I have looked, and behold a 
candlestick all of gold, with ta bowl upon 
the top of it, and his seven lamps there- 
on, and ?seven pipes to the seven lamps, 
which are upon the top thereof: 

3 And two olive-trees by it, one upon 
the right szde of the bowl, and the other 
upon the left sade thereof. 

4 So Lanswered and spake to the angel 
that talked with me, saying, What are 
these, my lord? . 

5 Then the angel that talked with me 
answered and said unto me, Knowest 
thou not what these be? And I said, 
No, my lord. 

6 Then he answered and spake unto 
me, saying, This zs the word of the Lorp 
unto Zerubbabel, saying, * Not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lorp of hosts. 

7 Who art thou, O great mountain? be- 





* Heb. of wonder, or sign; Isa. 8:18. a dsa.il:l.  b Rev. 
5:6. | Heb. her. ft Or, seven several pipes to the lamps. ¢ Hosea 


1:7. Q Or, army. 





typified that of Christ. Compare Isa. 8:15; 20:3; 
also Ezek. 12:6, 11; 04-21 where the word in 
the original is the same that is here used. The 
BRANCH; the Messiah, that great High-priest 
whom Joshua and his fellows typified. See notes, 
ga... 432:-- 2154, 

9. The stone that I have laid before Joshua ; 
Christ, under the symbol of the foundation-stone of 
the temple, which had been laid by Zerubbabel 
some years before. Chap.4:9. As the material 
temple was a type of the spiritual, so was its cor- 
ner-stone a type of Christ the “ precious corner- 
stone,” Isa. 28:16; Rom. 9:33; 1 Pet. 2:6. 
Upon one stone—seven eyes; the stone represents 
Christ, and the seven eyes the fulness of wisdom 
that dwells in Christ. Seven is the symbol of per- 
fection. J will engrave the graving thereof; 
probably an allusion to the custom of engraving 
Inscriptions upon corner-stones. Compare 2 Tim. 
2:19. The engraving sets forth the excellent na- 
ture and office of the stone. Of that land; of 
the Jand of Canaan as a typé and representative of 
God's church. Jn one day; in the day when 
Christ “ put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 
Heb. 9: 26. 

10. Under the vine and under the fig-tree ; 
dweiling under these is a sign of peace and abun- 
dance. 1 Kings, 4:25; Micah 4:4. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. The most eminent among God’s servants are 
defiled with sin; and if they stood on the ground 
of their own righteousness, Satan would have abun- 
dant occasion to accuse them before God as unwor- 
thy of his favor. 

2. God will rebuke Satan, and refuse to hear his 
accusations against true believers, not on account 
of their merit, but of his own free love which has 
begun the work of their redemption from hell, and 
will carry it forward to the glory of his own name. 
Especia e they whom God has set over. his 
church eau to hope that he will accept 
theic imperfect services, because he has “chosen 
Jerusalem.” and it is his purpose to build up her 
walls by human instrumentality. 

3. Joshua standing before the angel of the Lord 
clothed with filthy garments, well represents the 
condition of all God's ministers and the congrega- 
tions intrusted to their care, except so far as they 





are justified by Christ’s atoning blood, and sancti- 
fied by his Spirit. How much out of place are 
pride and vain-glory in preachers or people. 

4. When Christ's servants are overwhelmed with 
a sense of their own vileness, it is an unspeakable 
comfort to know that their Master is able both to 
forgive sin and to cleanse the soul from its pollu- 
tion; and that he will do this for all who humbly 
ask it of him, and thus prepare them to render to 
him acceptable service. Isa. 6:7 

5. Christ's servants have a deep sympathy one 
for another; and they rejoice in each other's spirit- 
ual welfare: especially do they desire to see those 
who are set over God's house adorned with the 
graces of his Spirit. 

7. Christ's love for his servants is not weakness. 
Though he will grant them all needfui help, he 
will not connive at their sins. Only by faithful- 
ness in his service can they expect to enjoy his 
favor. 

8. The rulers and teachers of God's spiritual 
house are in a humble, yet true sense, the repre- 
sentatives of Christ the heavenly “ Branch ;” and 
it should be their earnest endeavor by their lives 
and doctrine truly to exhibit his spirit and teach- 
ings. 

9, 10. Since Christ is the corner-stone of the 
church, laid and engraved by God himself, she can 
never be shaken, but must stand, and fill the earth 
with light and peace and blessedness. 


CHAPTER IV. 


2. A candlestick ; after the pattern of that in 
the sanctuary. Ex. 25:31-39. Seven pipes; 
literally, “seven and seven pipes ;” that is, seven 
proceeding from each olive-tree, one to each lamp. 

6. Not by might—by my Spirit ; the candle- 
stick is a symbol of God's church, which he has 
appointed to be the light of the world, Rey. 1:20; 
and the two olive-trees with their pipes, of the 
Holy Ghost, as given through the ministration of 
his servants. The whole teaches that God's people 
conquer the world, not by outward might, but by 
inward strength received from above. 

7. Who art thou; God's Spirit will help his 
people to overcome all obstacles. O great moun- 
tain; the symbol of difficulties which human 
strength cannot overcome. WarePe ot 41:15; 


The two olive-trees. 


fore Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: 
and he shall bring forth the headstone 
thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, 
grace unto it. 

8 Moreover, the word of the Lorp came 
unto me, saying, 

9 The hands of Zerubbabel have laid 

the * foundation of this house; his hands 
shall also ’ finish it; and thou shalt know 
that the Lorn of hosts hath sent me unto 
you. 
10 For who hath despised the day of 
small things? * for they shall rejoice, 
and shall see the t plummet in the hand 
of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are 
the eyes of the Lorn, which run to and 
fro through the whole earth. 

11 9] Then answered I, and said unto 
him, What are these two olive-trees upon 
the right side of the candlestick and upon 
the left szde thereof? 

12 And | answered again, and said un- 
to him, What be these two olive branches, 
which tthrough the two golden pipes 
empty’ the golden oil out of them- 
selves? 

13 And he answered me and said, Know- 
est thou not what these be? And I said, 
No, my lord. 

14 Then said he, °These are the two 
anointed* ones, that “stand by the Lord 
of the whole earth. 


ZECHARIAH V. 


The flying roll. 
CHAPTER V. ‘ec ee 


1 By the flying roll is shown the curse of thieves and 
swearers. 5 By a woman pressed in an ephah, the 
final damnation of Babylon. 


HEN I turned, and lifted up mine 
eyes, and looked, and behold a fly- 
ing °roll. 

2 And he said unto me, What seest 
thou? And I answered, I see a flying 
roll; the length thereof is twenty cubits, 
and the breadth thereof ten cubits. 

3 Then said he unto me, This is the 
curse that goeth forth over the face of 
the whole earth: for every one | that 
stealeth shall be cut off as on this side ac- 
cording to it; and every one that swear- 
eth shall be cut off as on that side accord- 
ing to it. 

4 1 will bring it forth, saith the Lorp 
of hosts, and it shall enter into the house 
of the thief, and into the house of him 
that §sweareth falsely by my name: and 
it shall remain in the midst of his house, 
and "shall consume it with the timber 
thereof and the stones thereof. 

5 §] Then the angel that talked with 
me went forth, and said unto me, Lift 
up now thine eyes, and see what is this 
that goeth forth. 

6 And I said, What is it? And he said, 
This is an ephah that goeth forth. He 
said moreover, This zs their resemblance 
through all the earth. 





a Ezra 3; 8-13. b Ezra6:14,15. * Or, since the seven eyes of 
the LORD shall. _} Heb. stone of tin. + Heb. by the hand of. 
Q Heb. empty out of themselves oil into the gold. || Heb. the gold. 


¢ Rev. 11:4. * Heb. sons of oil. dchap. 6:5. e Ezek.2:9. Or, 
of this people that stealeth holdeth himself guiltless, as tt doth. 
f Mal. 3:5. g Lev.19:12,  b Lev. 14:45. 





Jer.51: 25. The headstone ; of the temple, which 
is a symbol of Christ, ‘‘ the headstone of the corner.” 
Psa. 118:22; Mat. 21:42, ete. With shout- 
ings; these are the shoutings of all who love 
Zion, ascribing the completion of her temple to 
(rod’s grace. 

9. Thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts 
hath sent me; the angel of the Lord, who is 
himself the Lord, addresses the prophet. See note 
chap. 2:9, 10.. 

10. The day of small things ; the feeble be- 
ginnings of the Jews in rebuilding the temple. 
Compare Ezra 3: 12,13; Hag. 2:3. Shall re- 
Jjoice, and shall see; that is, shall see with joy. 
The plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel ; that 
is, Zerubbabel prosperously building. The plum- 
met, like the measuring line, chap. 2:1, is a sym- 
bol of the work of building. Weth those seven ; 
or, making a period at the word Zerubbabel, we 
may render, “Those seven, they are the eyes of the 
Lord,” etc. ‘‘ Those seven,” are generally under- 
stood of the seven eyes upon one stone, chap. 3: 9. 

14. Anointed ones; these seem to denote 
Christ’s Spirit dwelling in his ministers, whom 
Zerubbabel and Joshua represented, and replenish- 
ing them, and through them his church, with grace 
and strength. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1-9. Human might and power did not establish 
God’s church, and they cannot destroy it. From 
age to age his Spirit is an overflowing fountain of 
life and strength to his servants; it makes them 
victorious over all opposition, and enables them, 
under fie Suna care, to carry forward 

5 





the work of his spiritual temple in the face of 
mighty foes. This glorious work shall never cease 
till its completion amid shoutings of, “Grace, grace 
unto it.” 

10. The way of the world is to begin with pomp 
and boasting enterprises which generally come to 
naught. But God's way is to make the day of 
small things the beginning of a glorious triumph 
of truth and righteousness. For this reason we 
ought not to be elated by a prosperous beginning, 
nor cast down by present feebleness. 


CHAPTER V. 


1. A flying roll; a roll written over with 
curses against evil-doers. Its flight indicates both 
the universality of its curses, and the speed with 
which they overtake the wicked, ver. 3. Its size 
equalled that of the porch in Solomon's temple, 1 
Kings, 6:3. This may signify that God's judg- 
ments upon the wicked po according to the 
rule of his sanctuary. In Ezek. 9:3, it is upon 
the threshold of the temple, in the rear of the porch, 
that God exercises his judgments. 

3. Stealeth—sweareth ; these two sins repre- 
sent all transgressions against God's law. As on 
this side according to vt ; according to what is 
written on this side, etc. The roll is written on 
both sides. Compare Ex. 32:15; Ezek. 2: 10; 
Rev. 5:1. 

6. An ephah ; this seems to be named as a 
large Hebrew measure. This ts their resem- 
blance through all the earth ; this measure is a 
true representation of the Israelitish people every- 
where. See note ver. 8. 





b 





The vision of 


pices. 7 And behold, there was lifted up 
a * talent of lead: and this 7s a *woman 
that sitteth in the midst of the ephah. 

8 And he said, This its wickedness. 
And he cast it into the midst of the 
ephah; and he cast the weight of lead 
upon the mouth thereof. 

9 Then lifted I up mine eyes, and look- 
ed, and behold, there came out two wom- 
en, and the wind was in their wings; for 
they had wings like the wings of a stork: 
and they lifted up the ephah between 
the earth and the heaven. 

‘10 Then said I to the angel that talk- 
ed with me, Whither do these bear the 
ephah? 

11 And he said unto me, To build it a 
house in the land of *Shinar: and it shall 
be established, and set there upon her 
own base. 


CHAPTER VI. 


1 The vision of the four chariots. 9 By the crowns of 
Joshua is shown the temple and kingdom of Christ 
the Branch. 


ie I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, 
and looked, and behold, there came 
four chariots out from between two moun- 
tains ; and the mountains were mountains 
of brass. 





* Or, weighty piece, a Rev. 17:1, etc. b Gen. 10:10. ¢ chap. 
1:8; Rev, 6:2-5. 7 Or, strong. + Or, winds. d Heb. 1:14, 


ZECHARIAH VI. 


Jour chariots. 


2 In the first chariot were *red horses; 
and in the second chariot black horses ; 

3 And in the third chariot white horses; 
and in the fourth chariot grizzled and 
bay? horses. 

4 Then I answered and said unto the 
angel that talked with me, What are 
these, my lord 2 

5 And the angel answered and said 
unto me, These are the four ?spirits of 
the heavens, which go “forth from ¢stand- 
ing before the Lord of all the earth. 

6 The black horses which are therein 
go forth into the north country ; and the 
white go forth after them; and the griz- 
zled go forth toward the south country. 

7 And the bay went forth, and sought 
to go that they might walk to and fro 
through the carth: and he said, Get you 
hence, walk to and fro through the earth. 
So they walked to and fro through the 
earth. 

8 Then cried he upon me, and spake 
unto me, saying, Behold, these that go 
toward the north country have & quicted 
my spirit in the north country. 

9 §] And the word of the Lorp came 
unto me, saying, 

10 Take of them of the eaptivity, even 
of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, 


e chap. 4:14; 1 Kings 22:19; Dan. 7:10; Luke 1:19. f chap. 
1:10; Job1:7. g Isa. 1:24; Ezek. 16:42, 63. 








7. There was lifted up; from the mouth of the 
ephah, ver. 8. A talent of lead; the word in the 
original signifies a round piece of lead. This serv- 
ed as a cover to the ephah. Azd this 7s a wom- 
an; as the cover of lead is lifted up, the angel 
shows him a woman sitting in the ephah. 

8. This is wickedness ; the woman in the ephah 
signifies the wicked Jewish people filling up the 
measure of their iniquity. He cast zt; literally, 
“he cast her;” that is, cast down the woman that 
represented wickedness. 

9. Two women; these represent the instru- 
ments of God's vengeance. The wind was in 
their wings; their wings had the speed of the 
wind. Wings of a stork; that is, large and 
strong. A 

11. To build it a house ; rather, “to build her 
a house ;” that is, for a permanent abode. The 
land of Shinar ; the place of the seventy years’ 
captivity. It stands here to represent generally a 
residence among strangers. The language of this 
verse implies, that the woman retaining her charac- 
ter as “wickedness,” shall have a Jong residence 
among strangers; and it is awfully fulfilled in the 
present character and condition of God’s ancient 


_people. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-4. God’s curse upon the wicked proceeds ac- 
cording to the law of his sanctuary; it is swift to 
overtake transgressors of every class, and resistless 
to destroy them: when it enters a house, however 
great and mighty are its occupants, it will “con- 
sume it with the timber thereof, and the stones 
thereof.” 

5-11. The ministers of God's wrath stand ready 
to execute his vengeance upon sinners; and in their 
hands the mightiest transgressors find themselves 





helpless, whether they be nations or individuals. . 
The present long-continued dispersion of the Jews 
is a standing memorial to the world of God's power 
and truth in the fulfilment of his threatenings; and 
it terribly shadows forth that final act of justice by 
which he shall send forth his angels to convey the 
wicked to the prison of despair, whence there shall 
be no return for ever. Mat. 13:41, 42. 


CHAPTER VI. 

1. Four chariots; these represent the various 
providential instruments of mercy and justice which 
(rod employs. Two mountains—of brass; these 
wre generally understood as a symbol of God's firm 
and immutable decrees. 

2,3. Red—black—white—grizzled; see notes 
chap. 1:8, and ver. 6, 7. 

.o. Spirits of the heavens ; or, as the margin, 
“winds of the heavens ;” here, as in Dan. 7:2, 
Rey. 7: 1, a symbol of the agencies that produce 
overturnings and revolutions in the earth. If we 
retain the idea of heavenly spirits, the meaning 
will be substantially the same. 

6. Into the north country ; the seat of both 
the Babylonian empire and the Persian that suc- 
ceeded it. See note Jer. 1:13. The black horses 
seem to denote the calamities which God will send 
upon the persecutors of his people, especially the 
Chaldeans, whose destruction er been only begun 
by the conquest of Cyrus; the white, those victo- 
ries which contribute to the deliverance and en- 
largement of God’s people. The south country ; 
probably Egypt and the adjoining region. The 
color of the horses signifies the mixed nature of 
their office. ; 

7. Lhe bay ; their office is general. 

8. Have quieted my spirit; by executing my 
wrath on the persecutors of my yee. 


Christ typified. 


which are come from Babylon, and come 
thou the same day, and go into the house 
of Josiah the son of Zephaniah ; 

11 Then take silver and gold, and make 
crowns,* and set them upon the head of 
Joshua the son of Josedech, the high- 
priest ; 

12 And speak unto him, saying, Thus 
speaketh the Lorp of hosts, saying, Be- 
hold the min whose name is » The 
BRANCH; and he shall * grow up out 
of his place, and he shall © build the tem- 
ple of the Lorn: 

13 Even he shall build the temple of 
the Lorn; and ¢he shall bear the glory, 
and shall sit and rule upon his throne ; 
and he shall bea ° priest upon his throne: 
and the counsel of ‘peace shall be be- 
tween them both. 

14 And the crowns shall be to Helem, 
and to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to 
Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a &memo- 
rial in the temple of the Lorp. 

15 And they that are far " off shall come 
and build in the temple of the Lonp, and 
ye shall know that the Lorp of hosts 
hath sent me unto you. And this shall 
come to pass, if ye will diligently ‘obey 
the voice of the Lorp your God. 


CCBAC Ee Voli: 
1 The captives inquire of fasting. 4 Zechariah reprov- 
eth their fasting. 8 Sin the cause of their captivity. 
ND it came to pass in the fourth year 
of king Darius, that the word of the 
Lorp came unto Zechariah in the fourth 
day of the ninth month, even in Chisleu; 


ZECHARIAH VII. 


Hypocrisy in fasting. 


2 When they had sent unto the *,™;°% 
house of God Sherezer and Regem-melech, 
and their men, to + pray before the Lorp, 

3 And to speak unto the priests which 
were in the house of the Lorp of hosts, 
and to the prophets, saying, Should I 
weep in the fifth month, separating my- 
self, as I have done these so many years ? 

4 4 Then came the word of the Lorp 
of hosts unto me, saying, 

5 Speak unto all the people of the land, 
and to the priests, saying, When ye fast- 
ed and mourned in the fifth and seventh 
month, even those seventy years, did ye 
at all fast unto * me, even to me? 

6 And when ye did eat, and when ye 
did drink, + did not ye eat for yourselves, 
and drink for yourselves ? 

7 Should’ ye not hear the words which 
the Lorp hath cried !! by the former proph- 
ets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and 
in prosperity, and the cities thereof round 
about her, when men inhabited the south 
and the plain? 

8 § And the word of the Lorp came 
unto Zechariah, saying, 

9 Thus speaketh the Lorp of hosts, say- 
ing, * Execute true judgment, and show 
mercy and compassions every man to his 
brother: 

10 And oppress not the widow, nor the 
fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; 
and let none of you imagine evil against 
his brother in your heart. 

11 But they refused to hearken, and 
pulled? away the shoulder, and # stopped 
their ears, that they should not hear. 





a Lev. 8:9. » chap. 3:8. * Or, branch up from under him. 
e 1 Cor. 3:9; Eph. 2:20-22; Heb. 3:3; 1 Pet. 2:4,5, 4d Isa 
22:24; Rev. 5:11-13. e Psa. 110:4; Heb. 4: 14-16; 7: 24, 25. 
f Rom. 6:1; Col.1:2. g Mark 14:9. bh Eph. 2:13,19. i Rom. 


16:26, t Heb, entreat the face of. jchap. 1:12, k Mat. 6:16-18. 


. | £ Or, be not ye they that. % Or, Are not these. || Heb. by the hand of. 


* Heb. Judge judgment of truth. + Heb. gave a backsliding shoul- 
der, t Heb. made heavy; Isa. 6:10. 





11. Make crowns, and set them wpon the 
head of Joshua; Joshua is crowned, that he may 
thus represent the union of the kingly and priest- 
ly office in our Saviour’s person, who is “The 

3RANCH” here spoken of. 

13. The counsel of peace ; the plan of recon- 
ciling men to God. Between them both; gener- 
ally understood to mean, between Christ’s kingly 
and priestly offices. Thecounsel of peace is accom- 
plished by the union of these two in one divine person. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-8. God’s purposes are like mountains of brass, 
firm and immutable. They extend to all the affairs 
of this world, and will all be executed at the ap- 
pointed time. Though for a season the enemies of 
his church may seem to have power in their own 
hands, he is still using them for the accomplish- 
ment of his gracious purposes concerning her; and 
can with infinite ease destroy them whenever her 
welfare shall require it. 

9-15. The kings and priests of ancient Israel 
were types of the Lord te Christ, who unites 
in his person both offices. As a priest, he has ex- 
piated the sins of his people by his own blood; as 
a king, he has smnenee from the Father all power 
in heaven and on earth, and he orders all things 
for their good. Under his reign the spiritual tem- 
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ple must be builded from age to age, till all nations 
shall come and worship him. 


CHAPTER VII. 


3. In the fifth month ; in commemoration of 
the destruction of the temple and city by fire, 2 
Kings, 25:8,9. Separating myself; from food 
and customary business. 

5. And seventh month ; to commemorate the 
murder of Gedaliah and his companions, 2 Kings, 
25:25; Jer.chap.41. They seem to have thought 
that the rebuilding of the temple was now so far 
advanced that the fast on the fifth month was no 
longer necessary or proper. But God, who knew 
their hearts, sharply reproved them for the spirit 
in which they had fasted. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

5, 6. Days of fasting are appointed that men may 
humble themselves before God by heartily confess- 
ing and forsaking their sins. But too often they de- 
generate into empty forms in which God is forgot- 
ten, while the world is loved and sin indulged as on 
other days. Suchfasts God will reckon to men as 
solemn mockery, and he will deal with them accord- 
ingly. 

Si, Fasting must begin with inward sorrow for 
sin, and the renunciation of all evil works; other- 
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The restoration 


A. M. 3486. 


hese” 12 Yea, they made their hearts 
as an *adamant stone, lest they should 
hear the law, and the words which the 
Lorp of hosts hath sent in his Spirit * by 
the former prophets: >therefore came a 
great wrath from the Lorp of hosts. 

13 Therefore it is come to pass, that as 
he cried, and they would not “hear; so 
they cried, and [ would not hear, saith 
the Lorp of hosts: 

14 But I 4scattered them with a whirl- 
wind among all the nations whom ° they 
knew not. Thus the land was desolate 
after them, that no man passed through 
nor returned: for they laid the f pleasant 
land ‘desolate. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


1 The restoration of Jerusalem. 9 They are encour- 
aged to the building by God's favor to them. 16 Good 
works are required of them. 18 Joy and enlargement 
are promised. 


GAIN the word of the Lorp of hosts 
came to me, saying, 

2 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; &] 
was jealous for Zion with great jeal- 
ousy, and I was jealous for her with 
great fury. 

3 Thus saith the Lorp; I am returned 
unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst 
of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be 
called" A city of truth; and the moun- 
tain of the 'Lorp of hosts, The Jholy 
mountain. 

4 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; * There 
shall yet old men and old women dwell 
in the streets of Jerusalem,andevery man 
with his staff in his hand for # very age. 

5 And the streets of the city shall be 
full of boys and girls playing in the 
streets thereof. 

6 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; If it 
be 'marvellous in the eyes of the rem- 
nant of this people in these days, 'should 
it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith 
the Lorn of hosts. 

7 Thus saith the Lorvofhosts; Behold, 
I" will save my people from the east coun- 
try, and from the || west country ; 

8 And "I will bring them, and they 
shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: 
and ee shall be my people, and I will 


ZECHARIAH VIII. 


of Jerusalem. 


be their God, Pin truth and in righteous- 
ness. 

9 “| Thus saith the Lorn of hosts; Let 
your hands be ‘strong, ye that hear in 
these days these words by the mouth of 
the prophets, which were in the "day 
that the foundation of the house of the 
Lorn of hosts was laid, that the temple 
might be built. 

10 For before these days *there was no 
hire for man, nor any hire for beasts ; 
neither was there any peace to him that 
went out or came in, because of the afflic- 
tion: ‘for I set all men every one against 
his neighbor. 

11 But tnow I wall not be unto the res- 
idue of this people as in the former days, 
saith the Lorp of hosts. 

12 For the seed shall be t prosperous ; 
the vine shall give her fruit, and “the 
ground shall give her increase, and the 
heavens shall give their dew; and I will 
cause the remnant of this people to pos- 
sess Yall these things. 

13 And it shall come to pass, that “as 
ye were a curse among the heathen, 
O house of Judah, and house ot Israel; 
so will I save you, and ye shall be a 
blessing: fear not, but let your hands be 
strong. 

14 For thus saith the Lorp of hosts ; 
As *I thought to punish you, when your 
fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the 
Lorp of hosts, and [ repented not: 

15 So again have | thought in these 
days to do well unto Jerusalem and to 
the house of Judah: fear ye not. 

16 4 These are the things that ye shall 
do; *Speak ye every man the truth to 
his neighbor; +execute the judgment of 
truth and peace in your gates: 

17 And let none of you *imagine evil 
in your hearts against his neighbor; and 
love no false oath: for all these are things 
that I hate, saith the Lorp. 

18 9] And the word of the Lorp of hosts 
came unto me, saying, 

19 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; The 
fast of the » fourth month, and the fast of 
the fifth, and the fast of the °seventh, 
and the fast of the *tenth, shall be to 





. 9:29; Ezek. 11:19 * Heb. by the ae b Dan. 
’c Jer. 14: 12; Micah 3:4. @ Deu 7. © Deut. 
. + Heb. land of desire. f£ Dan. 8: o Saas: 1: 14-16. 
221,26. itsa.2:2,3. j Jer. 31:23. k Isa. 65:20, 22. 
t Heb, multitude of days. % Or, hard, or difficult. | Rom, 4:20, 
21. m Isa, IL:11, 12; we 5, 6. [I Heb. country fife We 4 
down of the sun; "Mal. :Il, no chap. 13:9. o Jer. 


p Jer. 4:2. q Hag.2:4,etce. r Ezra 5:1,2. 
man became nothing. 8 Mat. 10:34-36. t Isa, 11:13 
of peace; Psa. 72:3, wu Psa. 67:6, 7 v1 Cor.3:21. Ww Jer. 
42:18. x Jer. 31:28 y Luke 12:32. 2 Eph. 4:25. } Heb. 
judge truth, and the judgment of sea a Prov. 3:29, b Jer. 
52 : 6, 12. ¢ Jer. 41; 1,2. a Jer, 52:4. 


* Or, the gts 
eb. 





wise it will be reckoned to us as apg rg per and — 
upon us aggravated punishment 


CHAPTER VIII. 
6. Marvellous; a thing that seems too wonder- 
ful to be expected. 
10. No hire for man —hire for beasts ; 
profit from the labor of g or beast. 
‘ 


no 





16. Judgment of truth and peace ; judgment 
in accordance with truth, the effect of which is to 
establish peace. 

19. The fourth month ; when Jerusalem was 
taken. 2 Kings, 25:3, Tenth ; the month 
when the siege “of Jerusalem began. 2 Kings, 25:1. 
Shall be—joy and gladness ; shall be turned 
into joy sad gladness. After rebuking the people 


God defendcth 


the house of Judah *joy and gladness, 
and *cheerful feasts; therefore love the 
truth and peace. 

20 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; It 
shall yet come to pass, that there shall 
come people, and the inhabitants of 
many cities: 

21 And the inhabitants of one city shall 
go to another, saying, ° Let us go f speed- 
ily to +pray before the Lorp, and to seek 
the Lorn of hosts: I will go also. 

22 Yea, “many people and strong na- 
tions shall come to seek the Lorn of 
hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before 
the Lorn, 

23 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; In 
those days it shall come to pass, that ten 
men shall take hold out of all languages 
of the nations, even shall take hold of 
the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, 
We will go with you: for we have heard 
that God is with you. 


CHAPTER TX. 


1 God defendeth his church. 9 Zion is exhorted to re- 
joice for the coming of Christ, and his peaceable king- 
dom. 12 God’s promises of victory and defence. 


HE burden of the word of the Lorp 

in the land of Hadrach, and 4? Damas- 
cus shall be the rest thereof: when the 
eyes of man, as of all the tribes of Israel, 
shall be toward the Lorp. 


ZECHARIAH IX. 


his church. 


2 And Hamath also shall border *;™: 57: 
thereby ; °Tyrus, and Zidon, though it be 
very wise. 

3 And Tyrus did build herself a strong- 
hold, and heaped up silver as the dust, 
and fine gold as the mire of the streets. 

4 Behold, the Lord will cast her out, 
and he will smite her power in the 
sea; and she shall be devoured with 
fire. 

5 Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza 
also shall see it, and be very sorrowful, 
and Ekron ; for her expectation shall be 
ashamed ; and the king shall perish from 
Gaza, and Ashkelon shall not be inhab- 
ited. 

6 And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, 
and I will cut off the pride of the Philis- 
tines. . 

7 And I will take away his $ blood out 
of his mouth, and his abominations from 
between his teeth: but he that remaineth, 
even he, shall be for our God, and he shall 
be as a governor in Judah, and Ekron as 
a Jebusite. 

8 And I will fencamp about my house 
because of the army, because of him that 
passeth by, and because of him that 
returneth: and no oppressor shall pass 
through them any more: for now have I 
seen with mine eyes. 





a Esther8:17. * Or, solemn, or set times. b Psa. 122: 1, ete. 
T Or, continually ; Heb. going; Hosea 6:3. Heb. entreat the 


face of; chap. 7:2. ¢ Isa, 60:3, etc. d@ Amos1.3-8. e Ezek. 
chap. 26-28. Q Heb. bloods. f Psa. 34:7. 





for their sins, Jehovah returns a gracious answer 
to their inquiry. Chap. 7:9. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

2,3. Though God will chastise his people for 
their sins, he will not suffer their enemies to tri- 
umph over them perpetually; but will save them 
for the glory of his own name, and that he may 
fulfil to them his gracious promises. Ver. 7-10. 

4, 5. God's blessing fills a community with 
health, peace, and joy, and brings its citizens to a 
vigorous and cheerful old age; but these temporal 
effects are only a symbol of that nobler spiritual 
life, strength, and joy which his gospel brings to 

the souls of all who receive it. 

_ 6. Nothing is too hard for the Lord. With inii- 
nite ease he brings to pass the most surprising 
changes in the condition of his afflicted people. 
Psa t26r 1.2, 

16, 17. God’s promises are connected with the 
obedience of his people, and cannot be fulfilled 
except they hearken to his voice, and walk in the 
ways of his appointment. 

19. It is God's way, first to rebuke his people 
for their sins, that he may humble them; and then 
grant them a gracious answer to their requests. 
Chap. 7:4, 5. 

20-23. When God forsakes his people because 
of their sins, they are weak and despised by the 
world, but the moment they return to him, his 
blessmg makes them strong and prosperous; and 
then multitudes of those without, seeing that God 
is with them, join themselves to their number. 


CHAPTER IX. 
1. The burden of the word of the Lord; the 
1154 





immediate reference of ver. 1-8, seems to be to the 
conquests of Alexander the Great, and the favor 
which he showed to the Jews. But these must be 
regarded as only earnests and pledges of higher 
blessings in the more disgant future. That the 
promises here recorded can have had their final 
and complete fulfilment only in the Messiah's reign, 
is plain from the concluding words of verse 8. 
Hadrach ; according to some, a place east of Da- 
mascus; according to others, a symbolical name 
for Damascus itself. Shall be the rest thereof ; 
that is, the place on which this burden shall rest. 
Alexander took Damascus, and then all the towns 
along the sea-coast, from Tyre to Egypt, as here 
described. 

2. Hamath; north of Damascus, on the Orontes. 
Shall border thereby ; shall share the punish- 
ment of Damascus, as bordering upon it. Tyras 
and Zidon ; shall border thereby. For Tyre, see 
note Ezek. chap. 26-28. 

d. Shall see it ; the destruction of Tyre to which 
she trusted. 

6. A bastard ; a foreign rabble, having no legit- 
imate right in the place. 

7. His blood—his abominations; the blood 
and abominations of the Philistines; probably, the 
blood and flesh of the victims offered by him to 
idols; that is, 1 will abolish his idolatrous worship, 
and convert the remnant of his people to myself. 
As a governor tn Judah ; on equal footing with 
him, as a worshipper of the true God. As a Jeb- 
usite ; the Jebusites were the original inhabitants 
of Jerusalem. David conquered them, and the 
remnant of them seems to have been incorporated 
into Israel. 


ieun | 


The Saviour foretold. 


Baar 9 Y Rejoice * greatly, O daughter 


of Zion; shout,O daughter of Jerusalem: 
behold, thy King cometh unto thee: » he 
is just, and *having salvation; lowly, 
and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt 
. the foal of an ass. 

10 And I will cut off the chariot from 
Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem: 
and the battle-bow shall be cut off: and 
he shall speak peace unto the heathen: 
and his dominion shall be from sea even 
to sea, and from the river even to the 
ends of the earth. 

11 As for thee also, by the blood of 
thy covenant I have sent forth thy ° pris- 
oners out of the pit wherein zs no 
water. | 

12 §] Turn you to the strong-hold, ye 
prisoners of hope: even to-day do I de- 
clare that I will render ‘double unto 
thee ; 

13 When I have bent Judah for me, 
filled the bow with Ephraim, and raised 
up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, O 
Greece, and made thee as the sword of a 
mighty man. 

14 And the Lorp shall be seen over 
them, and his °arrow shall go forth as 


ZECHARIAH X. 


The promises of God. 


the lightning: and the Lord Gop shall 
blow the trumpet, and shall go with 
whirlwinds £ of the south. 

15 The Lorp of hosts shall defend 
them; and they shall devour, and ?sub- 
due with sling-stones; and they shall 
drink, and make a noise as through wine; 
and they shall §be filled like bowls, and 
as® the corners of the altar. 

16 And the Lorp their God shall save 
them in that day as the flock of his peo- 
ple: "for they shall be as the stones of a 
crown, lifted up as an ‘ensign upon his 
land. 

17 For how great zs his goodness, and 
how great is his beauty! corn shall 
make the young men Iicheerful, and new 
wine the maids. 


CHAPTER X. 


1 God is to be sought unto, and not idols. 5 As he 
visited his flock for sin, so he will save and restore 
them. 

SK ye of the Lorp ‘rain in the time 

of the latter rain; so the Lorp shall 
make “bright clouds, and give them show- 
ers of rain, to every one grass in the 
field. 





a John 12:14,15.  b Isa, 45:21. * Or, saving himself. + Or, 
whose covenant is by blood; Exod, 24:8; Heb 13:20. ¢ Isa. 6l.1. 
d Isa. 40:2. e Psa. 144:6. f Isa, 21:1. f Or, the stones of 


the sling. Q Or, fill both the. g Lev. 4:18,25.  h Isa, 62:3. 
iJsa.d1:12. || Or, grow, or speak. j Deut. 11:13,14. * Or, 
lightnings ; Jer. 10: 13. ” 





9. Thy King; the Messiah. Mat. 21:5, ete. 
The beast on which he rides denotes his peaceful 
and lowly character. 

10. I will cut off the chariot —the batile- 
bow ; under his reign all the implements of war 
become unnecessary. Isa. 2: 4. 

11. As for thee; the address is to Zion, as is 
plain in the original. The blood of thy cove- 
nant ; the covenant made by God with Zion and 
ratified by the blood of Christ, of which the blood 
of the Mosaic sacrifices was a type. The pit; 
the dungeon in which Zion and her captive chil- 
dren have been confined. Compare Isa. 42:7. 

12. The strong-hold ; see Prov. 18:10. Pris- 
oners of hope ; prisoners to whom the hope of de- 
liverance is offered through the blood of God's cov- 
enant with them. Dowdle; that is, an abundant 
supply of blessings. Isa. 61:7. 

13. Bent Judah for me, filled the bow with 
Ephraim ; by a beautiful figure, Judah is repre- 
sented as the bow, and Ephraim as the arrow 
which God will use against Greece. The literal 
fulfilment of this a ane is recorded in the books 
of the Maccabees; but this is to be regarded as 
only an earnest of a higher spiritual fulfilment. 
See note ver. 1. 

15. Filled like bowls; probably sacrificial 
bowls, filled with the blood of the victim. As the 
corners of the altar ; which were sprinkled with 
the blood of the victim. Lev. 4:18, The 
meaning is, that they shall shed the blood of their 
persecutors. 

16. The stones of a crown ; its precious spark- 
ling gems. An ensign; around, which God's 
a may rally. Upon his land; upon God’s 

and. 


17. His goodness—his beauty ; God’s good- 
ness and beauty as manifested in his loving-kind- 
ness towards his people. 





INSTRUCTIONS. 

3-6. All who depart from the living God, and 
trust to their own power and riches, shall be over- 
thrown; and they who looked to them instead of 
their Maker, for salvation, shall be put to shame. 

8. With God’s presence and favor, his people 
are safe, though surrounded by the armies of the 
ungodly. 

9. Christ came without earthly pomp and pow- 
er: the meek and lowly received him, and he be- 
stowed salvation upon them; but the proud and 
worldly-minded rejected him to their own destruc- 
tion. As it was then, so it is now, wherever his 
gospel is faithfully preached. 

10. When the nations of the world shall receive 
the Lord Jesus as their king, “and his dominion 
shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river 
even to the ends of the earth,” the implements of 
war will become unnecessary, for “he shall speak 
peace unto the heathen.” 

11. No dungeon is so terrible as that of sin; but 
Christ has power, through the blood of his cove- 
nant, to open its doors, and set free its prisoners. 

12. None need despair of relief, however despe- 
rate their case, who are willing to come to Christ 
for help; he is a “strong-hold” to all who put 
their trust in him, and will reward them with plen- 
teous salvation. 

13-16. Though the victory over Satan's kingdom 
comes from God, it must be won by the faith and 
courage of his people. He waits for their fuil con- 
secration to his service, that he may fill his bow 
with them, and make them in his hand “as the 
sword of a mighty man.” 


CHAPTER X. 
1. Ask ye—the Lord shall make bright 


clouds ; a promise of speedy answer to prayer. 


Rain here represents all needful blessings. 
1155 


The judgments and 


2 For the *idols have spoken vanity, 
and the diviners have seen a lie, and 
have told false dreams; they comfort in 
vain :* therefore they went their way as 
a flock, they were ftroubled, because 
there was no shepherd. 

3 Mine anger was kindled against the 
shepherds,” and | + punished the goats: 
for the Lorp of hosts hath visited his 
flock the house of Judah, and hath made 
them as his goodly ‘horse in the battle. 

4 Out of him came forth the ‘corner, 
out of him the *nail, out of him the 
battle-bow, out of him every oppressor 
together. 

5 “[ And they shall be as mighty men, 
which tread ‘down their enemies in the 
mire of the streets in the battle: and 
they shall fight, because the Lorp 7s 
with them, and $the riders on horses 
shall be confounded. 

6 And I will strengthen the house of 
Judah, and I will save the house of Jo- 
seph, and I will bring them again to 
place them; &for I have mercy upon 
them: and they shall be as though I 
had not cast them off: for lam the Lorp 
their God, and will hear them. 

7 And they of Ephraim shall be like a 
mighty man, and their heart shall "re- 
joice as through wine: yea, their chil- 
dren shall see zt, and be glad ; their heart 
shall rejoice in the Lorp. 


ZECHARIAH XI. 


mercies of God. 


8 I will hiss for them, and gather *,™,%- 
them; for have redeemed them: and they 
shall increase as they have increased. 

9 And I will ‘sow them among the peo- 


ple: and they shall }remember me in 


far countries ; and they shall live with - 


their children, and turn again. 

10 I will bring them again also out of 
the land of Egypt, and gather them out 
of Assyria; and I will bring them into 
the land of Gilead and Lebanon; *and 
place shall not be found for them. 

11 And he shall pass through the sea 
with affliction, and shall smite the waves 


in the sea, and all the deeps of the river — 


shall dry up: and the pride of Assyria 
shall be brought down, and the sceptre 
of Egypt shall depart away. 

12 And I will strengthen them in the 
Lorp; and they shall' walk up and down 
in his name, saith the Lorp. 


CHAP TL ERX? 


1 The destruction of Jerusalem. 3 The elect being 
cared for, therest are rejected. 10 The staves of 
Beauty and Bands broken by the rejection of Christ. 
15 The type and curse of a foolish shepherd. 

PEN thy doors, O Lebanon, that the 
fire may devour thy cedars. 

2 Howl, fir-tree ; for the cedar is fall- 
en; because the |l!mighty are spoiled: 
howl, O ye oaks of Bashan ; for the *for- 
est of the vintage is come down. 





* Or, teraphim; Judg. 17:5. a Job 13:4. t Or, answered 
that. b Ezek. 34:7,etc. £ Heb. visited wyon. c Cant. 1:9. 
d Num. 24:17,19. e Isa, 22:23, f Mal. 4:3. & Or, they shall 


make the riders on horses ashamed. g Isa. §4:7-10. hchap. 9:15. 
i Rom, 11: 11-15. j Deut. 30:1-3. k Isa. 49:20. 1 Col. 2:6. 
|| Or, gallants. * Or, defenced forest. 





2. Went their way as a flock ; wandered like 
a lost flock. The reference is to God's people. 

3. The goats ; literally, “the he-goats;” that 
is, the unfaithful rulers and teachers. Compare 
Ezek. 34: 17-22. Hath made them as his good- 
ly horse in the battle; that is, hath richly orna- 
mented them. 

4. Out of him; out of Judah. Came forth ; 
in the original it is future, “shall come forth.” 
The corner—the nawl; figurative ways of de- 
scribing a prince. For the meaning of the latter 
figure, see ah 22:23, 24. Oppressor; the van- 
quisher of Judah’s enemies. Isa. 14:2. 

6. The house of Judah ; the two tribes that 
remained faithful to David's family. The house 
of Joseph ; the ten tribes that revolted. See note 
Ezek. 37:16. Well bring them again to place 
them; to reunite them with my people. See 
Ezek. 37 : 16-19. 

8. Hiss for them ; see note Isa. 5: 26. 

9. Sow them among the people ; disperse them 
through distant nations, but with the purpose of 
again restoring them to their own land. 

10. Egypt—Assyria ; named as the two coun- 
tries in which God’s people have suffered oppres- 
sion; and here representing all the lands through 
which they shall be dispersed. 

11. He shall pass ; Telioyeh, afflicting the ene- 
mies of his people. The sea; the Red sea. The 
rever ; the Nile, as the original word shows. God 
will repeat the miracles which he performed for 
ancient Israel, drying up all opposing seas and 
rivers. Compare Isa. 11:15. 
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INSTRUCTIONS. 

1, 2. They who im a believing and obedient spirit 
look to God for help, always receive it; but shame 
and disappointment must be the lot of such as for- 
sake him, and trast for salvation to the work of 
their own hands. 

4. God is the inexhaustible fountain of wisdom 
and strength, and he will from age to age raise up 
for his church all the human helpers and defenders 
she needs in her conflict with Satan’s kingdom. 

5-7. When God is with his servants they are 
“mighty men” in the spiritual warfare, and pre- 
vail over all their enemies. 

8-12. Every past redemption which God has 
granted to his people, is a sure pledge of other and 
more glorious deliverances; for he who has begun 
to save them with a strong hand and a stretched 
out arm, will not cease till he has given them the 
earth for their possession. 


CHAPTER XI. 


This chapter contains a prophecy of the destruc- 
tion that was to come upon the Jews for their 
rejection of Christ. 

1. Open thy doors ; Lebanon is commanded to 
allow the fire a free passage into his forests; these, 
as well as the oaks of Bashan, ver. 2, and the rich 
pastures, ver. 3, represent all that was excellent 
and glorious in the land. Compare 2 Kings, 
19:23; Isa. 2:13; 10:18, 19; Amos 1: 2. 

2. Forest of the vintage ; rather, as the mar- 
gin, “the defenced forest;” that is, which has 
hitherto been inaccessible to the foe. 


Bo: 
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Judah’s punishment. 


AM. 37. 3° There is a voice of the howl- 
ing of the shepherds; for their glory is 
spoiled: a voice of the roaring of young 
lions: for the pride of Jordan is spoiled. 

4 Thus saith the Lorp my God; *Feed 
the flock of the slaughter ; 

5 Whose possessors slay them, and hold 
themselves not guilty: and they that sell 
them say, >Blessed be the Lorn; forl am 
rich: and their own shepherds pity them 
not. 

6 For I will no more pity the inhabi- 
tants of the land, saith the Lorp: but 
lo, I will *deliver the men every one 
into his neighbor’s hand, and into the 
hand of his king: and they shall smite 
the land, and out of their hand I will 
not deliver them. 

7 And I will feed the flock of slaugh- 
ter, teven you, O°‘ poor of the flock. And 
I took unto me two staves; the one I 
called Beauty, and the other I called 
Bands ;+ and I fed the flock. 

8 Three shepherds also | cut off in one 
month ;4 and my soul S loathed them, and 
their soul also abhorred me. 

9 Then said I, I will not feed you: 


ZECHARIAH XI. 


Beauty and Bands. - 


that that dieth, let it die; and that that 
is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and let 
the rest eat every one the flesh of ll an- 
other. 

10 {| And I took my staff, even Beauty, 
and cut it asunder, that I might break 
my covenant which I had made with all 
the people. 

11 And it was broken in that day: and 
so* the poor of the flock that waited 
upon me knew that it was the word of 
the Lorn. 

12 And I said unto them, If tye think 
good, give me my price; and if not, for- 
bear. So they weighed for my price 
thirty ® pieces of silver. 

13 And the Lorp said unto me, Cast it 
unto the Spotter: a goodly price that I 
was prized at of them. And I took the 
thirty preces of silver, and cast them to 
the potter in the house of the Lorp. 

14 Then I cut asunder mine other staff, 
even + Bands, that I might break the broth- 
erhood between Judah and Israel. 

15 §| And the Lorp said unto me, Take 
unto thee yet the instruments of a foolish 
shepherd. 





a John 21: 15-17. b Deut. 29: 19-21. * Heb, make to be found. 
+ Or, verily the poor. ¢ Mat. 11:5. Or, Binders. 4 Hosea 
5:7. ® Heb. was straitened for. || Heb. his fellow, or neighbor. 





* Or, the poor, ete., certainly knew. { Heb. it be good in your eyes. 
e Exod, 21:32; Mat. 26:14, f Mat. 27:3-10. £ Or, Binders. 





3. Their glory; the luxuriant pastures in 
which they gloried. The pride of Jordan; the 
trees and shrubs that adorned its banks. 

4. Thus saith the Lord; the Lord commands 
the prophet in vision to feed his flock, that is, the 
people of Israel. Thus he is made a type of Christ 
“the chief Shepherd,’ and in this character he 
performs, not literally, but in prophetic vision, the 
symbolical acts afterwards recorded. The flock 
of the slaughter ; the flock doomed to slaughter. 

5. Whose possessors—they that sell them; 
the corrupt and rapacious rulers of the Jews at the 
time of Christ’s advent are intended. 

6. I will no more pity the inhabitants of 
the land ; this is said in anticipation of their re- 
jection of Christ, as afterwards recorded. Every 
one into his neighbor's hand ; the reference 1s 
to the crue] factions among the Jews by which 
they destroyed each other. His king ; the Ro- 
man power. 

7. And I will feed; more literally, “I fed.” 
The prophet, as a type of Christ, now enters upon 
his commission. You, O poor of the flock; he 
addresses himself to these, because they received 
him and listened to his words. Compare ver. 11. 
Two staves; the staff is here, as in Psa. 23:4, a 
symbol of the shepherd's office. Beauty; rather, 
“favor,” namely, the Lord's favor towards his 
people; for this staff is a symbol of God's gracious 
covenant with them. See ver. 10. Bands; a 
symbol of the brotherly union of the people under 
Christ. See ver. 14. ; 

8. Three shepherds ; these difficult words have 
been variously understood: they probably denote 
the three orders of men which God had set over 
his people, namely, rulers, priests, and prophets. 
These all perished in the overthrow of the Jewish 
state by the Romans. Loathed them ; for their 
unbelief and rejection of me. 


10. Which I had made with all the people ;. 





that they should not injure my people Israel. Thus 
he gave them over to the power of cruel oppressors. 
Ver. 15, 16. 

11. The poor of the flock; the same as the 
“afflicted and poor people,” Zeph. 3:12; that is, 
the believing remnant of Israel. By witnessing 
the execution of Christ's awful threatenings upon 
their countrymen, they were assured that what he 
spoke was the word of the Lord. 

12. My price; my hire for feeding the flock. 
If ye think good—if not, forbear ; as much as 
to say, You have rejected me as your shepherd ; 
now, if you choose, set a price upon my services. 
They value him at thirty pieces of silver. This 
symbolical valuation of the prophet by his country- 
men was a prophecy of the actual valuation of 
Christ b ie and the chief priests. 

13. The potter; the potter's house was in a 
valley, Jer. 18:2, 3; probably that of Hinnom 
without the city, and seems to have been regarded 
as an unclean place. A goodly price; spoken 
ironically ; a price which expressed their contempt 
and rejection of him. To the potter in the house 
of the Lord ; that is, cast them down in the house 
of the Lord, to be carried thence to the potter. 
For the striking fulfilment of this prophecy, see 
Mat. 27: 7-9. 

14. Break the brotherhood between Judah 
and Israel; give them over to faction and dis- 
cord, like that which formerly existed between the 
kingdoms of Judah and Israel. The internal strifes 
of the Jews after our Lord’s ascension became con- 
tinually more bitter, till the very day that Jerusa- 
lem was destroyed; and it was by means of these 
that the Romans were enabled so soon to prevail 
over them. 

15. The instruments of a foolish shepherd ; 
the people haying rejected the good shepherd, the 
prophet is now commanded to typify shepherds of 
a different character, namely, a rte rulers of 

5 


The deliverance 


16 For lo, I will raise up a shepherd in 
the land, which shall not visit those that 
be *cut off, neither shall seek the young 


one, nor heal that that is broken, nor. 


feedt that that standeth still: but he 
shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear 
their claws in pieces. 

17 Woe to the idol shepherd that *leav- 
eth the flock! the sword shall be upon 
his arm, and upon his right eye: his 
arm shall be clean dried up, and his 
right eye shall be utterly darkened. 


CHA PT HR xi. 


1 Jerusalem a cup of trembling to herself, 3 and a 
burdensome stone to her adversaries. 6 The victo- 
rious restoring cf Judah. 9 The repentance of Jeru- 
salem. 


HE burden of the word of the Lorp 

for Israel, saith the Lorp, which 
stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth 
the foundation of the earth, and formeth 
the spirit of man within him. 

2 Behold, ] will make Jerusalem a cup 
of #trembling unto all the people round 
about, § when they shall be in the siege 
both against Judah.and against Jerusa- 
lem. 

3 9 And in that day will I make Jeru- 
salem a burdensome "stone for all peo- 
ple: all that burden themselves with it 
shall be cut in pieces, though all the 


ZECHARIAH XII. 


of Jerusalem. 


people of the earth be gathered 4,™,%#- 
together against it. 

4 In that day, saith the Lorp, I will 
smite every °horse with astonishment, 
and his rider with madness: and I will 
open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, 
and will smite every horse of the people 
with blindness. 

5 And the governors of Judah shall 
say in their heart, ! The inhabitants of 
Jerusalem shall be my strength in the 
Lorp of hosts their God. 

6 {J In that day will I make the gov- 
ernors of Judah like a hearth of fire 
among the wood, and like a torch of fire 
in a sheaf; and they shall devour all 
the people round about, on the right 
hand and on the left: and Jerusalem 
shall be inhabited again in her own 
place, even in Jerusalem. 

7 The Lorp also shall save the tents 
of Judah first, that the glory of the house 
of David and the glory of the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem do not magnify them- 
selves against Judah. 

8 In that day shall the Lorp defend 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he 
that is *feeble 4among them at that day 
shall be as David; and the house of 
David shall be as *God, as the angel of 
the Lorp before them. 





* Or, hidden. + Or, bear. a John 10: 12, 13. ft Or, s/umber, 

or poison. 4 Or, and also against Judah shall he be which shall 
. é ae . 

be in sige against Jerusalem, b Mat. 21:44. © Ezek. 38:4 


|| Or, There is strength to me and to the inhabitants ; Joel 3:16. 
* Or, avect; Heb. fallen; Micah 7:8. 4d Heb. 11:34. e John 


17: 21-23. 





the Jews, who shall plunder and destroy them with- 
out mercy. The word “shepherd” is here used 
collectively. 

17. The idol shepherd; or, “the worthless 
shepherd.” Leaveth the flock; compare John 
10:12, 13. Upon his arm—upon his right 
eye; he shall be given over to weakness and blind- 
ness, and thus perish miserably. This threatening 
was awfully executed by the Romans upon the 
wicked aud blind rulers who had rejected Christ. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-6. Christ, the heavenly Shepherd, came at the 
appointed time to feed his own flock; but the false 
shepherds who had usurped dominion over it, re- 
jected and slew him. For this sin both rulers and 
people, except the remnant who received him, were 
given over to terrible destruction. The doom of 
these unbelieving Jews will be that of all who de- 
spise Christ's authority, be they nations or individ- 
uals, for all power in heaven and earth is given 
into his hands. - Psa. 2: 8-12. 

7. The true members of Christ’s flock are the 
objects of God's continual favor, and they are joined 
in holy love to the Saviour and to each other. 

8-10. By rejecting Christ, the Jewish church 
broke God's gracious covenant with their fathers, 
and brought upon themselves destruction without 
remedy ;‘herein they are set forth as a warning 
for ail nations to whom the gospel is preached. 

11. By the fulfilment of his awful threatenings 
upon those who reject his Son Jesus Christ, God 
confirms the faith of the humble remnant who re- 
ceive him as their Saviour. 

12, 13. The thirty pieces of silver for which our 
Lord was sold, are a true sign of the price which 
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the ungodly would set upon him and his great sal- 
vation. And all in his visible church who betray 
his cause for “ the mammon of unrighteousness,” 
act over again in spirit the part of Judas and the 
high-priests. 

14. When the union between Christ and his vis- 
ible followers is broken, their mutual union with 
each other is also broken, and they become the 
prey of discord and faction; thus the Jews who 
crucified Christ went on destroying one another, 


till all parties fell together into the hands of the. 


Romans. 

15, 16. When a people to whom Christ has been 
offered reject his gentle rule, he will give them 
over to the dominion of cruel and rapacious mas- 
ters. 

17. None are more guilty in God's sight than 
the unfaithful shepherds whom he has set over his 
spiritual fold, and none will be punished with 
more terrible severity. 


CHAPTER XII. 


The threatenings of the preceding chapter are 
followed by glorious promises to “Jerusalem,” 
which here represents the whole church of Christ. 

2. A cup of trembling ; a cup that preduces 
trembling and reeling. Compare Si 79:8; Isa. 
OL: 17, 21, 22. 

3. That burden themselves with it; in at- 
tempting to lift it. 

Every horse ; of the enemies of Jerusalem. 

7. The tents of Judah; as feebler and more 
exposed than those of Jerusalem, shall be first 
saved, that it may be manifest to all that the sal- 
vation comes from the Lord alone. 


ee a 


Repentance of Judah. 


hes: 9 § And it shall come to pass 
in that day, that I will seek to *destroy 
all the nations that come against Jerusa- 
lem. ‘ 

10 And »I will pour upon the house of 
David, and upon the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, the spirit of “grace and of 4 sup- 
plications: and they shall look upon me 
whom they have pierced, °and they shall 
mourn for him, as one mourneth for his 
only son, and shall be in bitterness for 
him, as one that is in bitterness for his 
first-born. 

11 In that day shall there be a ‘great 
mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning 
of Hadadrimmon in the valley of § Me- 
giddon. 

12 And the land shall mourn, *every 
family apart; the family of the house of 
David apart, and their wives apart; the 
family of the house of Nathan "apart, 
aud their wives apart; 

13 The family of the house of Levi 
apart, and their wives apart; the fam- 
ily of tShimei apart, and their wives 
apart ; 

14 All the families that remain, every 
family apart, and their wives ‘apart. 


ZECHARIAH XIII. 


The open fountain. 
CHAPTER XIII. 


1 The fountain of purgation for Jerusalem, 2 from 
idolatry, and false prophecy. 7 The death of Christ, 
and the trial of a third part. 


N that day there shall be a} fountain 

opened to the house of David and to 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and 
for *uncleanness. 

2 {And itshall come to passin that day, 
saith the Lorn of hosts, that I will cut * off 
the names of the idols out of the land, and 
they shall no 'more be remembered: and 
also I will cause the prophets and the un- 
clean "spirit to pass out of the land. 

3 And it shall come to pass, that when 
any shall yet prophesy, then his father 
and his mother that begat him shall say 
unto him, Thou shalt not live; for thou 
speakest hes in the name of the Lorn: 
and his father and his mother that begat 
him shall “thrust him through when he 
prophesieth. 

4 And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that the prophets shall be ashamed 
every ° one of his vision, when he hath 
prophesied; neither shall they wear a 
rough’ garment to !! deceive: 

5 But he shall say, I am no prophet, I 





aldsa.f4:17. bJer.31:9. ¢ Psa. 5l:12. d Rom. 8:20. e¢ Mat. 
24:30; John 19: 34,37; Rev.1:7. f Acts2:37. g 2Chr. 35; 22-25 
* Heb. families, families. h2Sam, 5-14. f Or, Simeon, as LXX., 
i Prov. 9:12. J Heb.9:14; Rev. 1:5; 7:13, 14. $ Heb sepa 


ration for uncleanness. k Exod, 23: 13; Psa. 16:4, 1 Isa. £13, 
20. m Luke 1l;20, 0 Deut. 13:6,9. © Micah 3:6,7. @ Heb. 
garment of hair, || Heb. lie. 





10. Upon me ; the Messiah. Whom they have 
pierced; this is a reference to the piercing of 
Christ’s side with the spear, John 19:34; but it 
includes also all the sufferings inflicted upon him in 
his crucifixion, which took place at the instigation 
of the Jews. They shall mourn for him; the 
mourning of the three thousand at the day of Pen- 
tecost was but an earnest of that universal mourn- 
ing which shall take place hereafter among all 
classes of the Jews, when they shall turn to Christ 
whom their fathers crucified. 

11. Megiddon ; where Josiah was slain. 2 
Kings, 23:30; 2 Chron. 35: 22-25. 

12. Every family apart; as all classes have 
been partakers in the sin of crucifying Christ, all 
shall separately mourn over it. The house of 
Nathan; a branch of the royal family. 2 Sam. 
5:14. Nathan was our Lord's ancestor in one 
line. Luke 3:31. 

13. The family of Shimei; a branch of the 
house of Levi. Num. 3:18, 21. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. God's character, as the Creator and Lord of 
heaven and earth, is a sure pledge that every one 
of his promises to his people shall be fulfilled at the 
appointed season. 

2, 3. The spirit of prophecy teaches us that the 
last and fiercest effort of Satan to destroy the church 
shall result in his most complete overthrow. In the 
case of individual believers it often happens, in like 
manner, that their severest temptations are followed 
by seasons of peculiar spiritual joy and fruitfulness. 

4-6. The cause of God’s church is God’s own 
cause; he is against all who array themselves 
against her, and will make her “like a torch of 
fire in a sheaf” to all her enemies. 

7. God will not only save his people, but he 
will do it in such a way, and by such instrumen- 
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talities, that the glory shall belong to himself 
alone, and all boasting of his servants shall be 
excluded. 

8. The abundant grace of God makes the feeble 
among Christ's disciples mighty in his cause, and 
increases the power of the strong more than all 
natural endowments. IJtis upon this, and not upon 
mere human learning, genius, and eloquence, that 
the church must rely for power to conquer the 
world. 

10, 11. True repentance is the fruit of the Holy 
Spirit. Wherever he is poured out, there is great 
mourning for sin. Thus will God one day cause 
his covenant people to look upon Christ whom their 
fathers crucified, and to be in bitterness for their 
rejection of him: thus, also, will he bring all the 
gentile nations to mourn for him, and to receive 
him as their Lord and King. 

12-14. A self-righteous spirit makes men censo- 
rious in respect to the sins of their neighbors; but 
true penitence leads them to mourn, every one 
apart, for their own sins. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


1. A fountain; see Heb. 9:14; 1 John, 1:7; 
Rev.12 07) 7:244, 

2. The prophets and the unclean spirit ; the 
false prophets, who spoke by an unclean spirit. 

3. Shall yet prophesy; that is, as a false 
prophet. Shall thrust ae through ; accord- 
ing to the law against religious deceivers. Deut. 
13: 6-11. 

4. Arough garment ; worn by the false proph- 
ets in imitation of the true, for the purpose of de- 
ception. 2 Kings, 1:8; Isa. 20:2; Mat. 3:4 

3. Shall say, I am no prophet ; shall confess 
that he has neither calling nor qualification for the 
prophetical office. 
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Christ’s death foretold. 


am a husbandman; for man taught me 
to keep cattle from my youth. 

6 And one shall say unto him, What 
are these wounds in thy hands? Then 
he shall answer, Those with which I was 
wounded in the house of my friends. 

7 4] Awake, O sword, against my Shep- 
herd, and against the man that is *my fel- 
low, saith the Lorn of hosts: »smite the 
Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: 
and I willturn my hand upon the little ones. 

8 And it shall come to pass, that in all 
the land, saith the Lorp, two parts there- 
in shall be cut off and die; but the third 
shall be left therein. 

9 AndI will bring the third part through 
the fire, and will refine them as silver is 
refined, and will try them as © gold is tried: 
they shall call on my name, and I] will 
hear them: I will say, It 72s my people: 
and they shall say, The Lorp is my God. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


1 The destroyers of Jerusalem destroyed. 4 The coming 
of Christ, and the graces of hiskingdom. 12 The plague 
of Jerusalem’senemies. 16 The remnant shall turn 
to the Lord, 20 and their spoils shall be holy. 


EHOLD, the day of the Lorp cometh, 
and thy spoil shall be divided in the 
midst of thee. 


ZECHARIAH XIV. 


His future coming. 






2 For I will gather all nations “,™;%- 
against Jerusalem to battle; and the city 


shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and 
the women ravished; and half of the city 
shall go forth into captivity, and the res- 
idue of the people shall not be cut off 
from the city. 

3 Then shall the Lorp go forth, and 
fight against those nations, as when he 
fought in the day of battle. 

4 9 And his feet shall stand in that 
day upon the mount of Olives, which is 
before Jerusalem on the east, and the 
mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst 
thereof toward the east and toward the 
west, and there shall be a very great val- 
ley; and half of the mountain shall re- 
move toward the north, and half of it 
toward the south. 

5 And ye shall flee to the valley of 
the* mountains; tfor the valley of the 
mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, 
ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before 
the *earthquake in the days of Uzziah 
king of Judah: and the Lorp my God 
shall come, and all the saints with thee. 

6 And it shall. come to pass in that 
day, that #the light shall not be § clear, 
nor ||dark: 





a Phil 2:6. b Mat. 26:31. .¢ Job 23:10; 1 Peter 1:6, 7. 
ad Mat. 23:37, 38. * Or, my. + Or, when he shall touch the val 
ley of the mountains to the place he separuted. €1sa.29:6; Amos 


Lil. f Jude 14,15, $ Thatis, it shall not be clear in some places, 
and dark 1n other places, of the world. Q Heb. precious. || Heb. 
thickness. 





6. Was wounded in the house of my friends ; 
he probably means, for his false assumption of the 
prophetic office, ver. 2; for where chastisement 
is sufficient, death is not inflicted. But some un- 
derstand by the wounds in the hands, wounds 
which he had inflicted upon himself, after the fash- 
jon of the false prophets, “in the house of his 
friends,” that is, among his companions in idolatry 
and falsehood. Some apply these words to Christ, 
who is distinctly spoken of in the next verse. 

7. Awake, O sword; a direct prophecy of 
Christ's crucifixion “by the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of God.” God is the speaker, 
and his “fellow” is his Son who dwelt in his bo- 
som from eternity. I will turn my hand; in 
mercy, gathering the little ones of the flock after 
their dispersion. Mat. 26:31; Mark 14: 27. 

8. The third shall be left ; the believing rem- 
nant of God’s people, after the mass has perished 
by the hand of Rome. 

9. I will bring the third part through the 
jive ; a striking prediction of the fiery trials through 
which the remnant of the Jews who received Christ 
should pass. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 


1. None can be prepared for heaven, except the 
wash themselves in the fountain of Christ’s blood, 
which God has opened for sin and for uncleanness ; 
and none are so vile that they need despair of being 
made clean, if they are willing to come to that 
fountain. 

2-6. False teaching and sinful practice go hand 
inhand. It is the duty of God’s people to set them- 
selves resolutely against both, and by all proper 
means to exclude them from Christ's spiritual body. 

7. When man’s redemption was to be wrought 
out, God commanded his sword to awake against 
his Son, ure dwelt from eternity in his bosom. 
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He was wounded by it for our transgressions, and 
if we humbly receive him as our Saviour, we shall 
never feel its awful power. But if we reject him, 
it will come down from heaven upon us and be 
bathed in our blood. 

9. We ought not to be either surprised or dis- 
mayed when fiery trials come upon us, knowing 
that it is God’s plan to bring his people through 
the furnace of affliction, that he may thus refine 
them, and prepare them for his service here and 
for the everlasting rest of heaven hereafter. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


This chapter describes the last great conflict of 
God's church with her enemies. Much of the de- 
scription—as the descent of the Lord upon the 
mount of Olives with the accompanying earth- 
quake, ver. 4, 5; the twilight, ver. 6,7; the living 
waters from Jerusalem, ver. 8; the conversion of 
the land into a plain, ver. 10; the annual assem- 
blage of all nations at Jerusalem to keep the feast 
of tabernacles, ver. 16; and the use of * every pot 
in Jerusalem and Judah” for sacrifice—must be 
understood symbolically. 

2. L will gather all nations; compare Isa. 
29:3-8; Ezek. 38:7-16; Joel 3:11-14; Rev. 
16: 13-16; 19:19. 

4. Toward the east and toward the west ; 
that is, opening a chasm that runs east and west. 

3. To the valley of the mountains; “the 
very great valley,” ver. 4, which seems to have 
been opened for the escape of God's people, while 
he is executing his judgments upon their enemies 
assembled at Jerusalem. 

6. The light shall not be clear, nor dark ; it 
shall be a twilight, ver. 7. But some prefer to 
render, ‘‘ there shall not be light: the bright” lights 
of heaven “shall be withdrawn.” 
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Punishment of ‘ 


nerae” 7 But *it shall be one day which 
shall be known to the Lorp, not day, nor 
night: but it shall come to pass, that at 
evening time it shall be light. 

8 And it shall be in that day, that liv- 
ing waters shall go out from Jerusalem; 
half of them toward the +former sea, 
and half of them toward the hinder sea: 
in summer and in winter shall it be. 

9 And the Lorp shall be king over all 
the earth: in that day shall there be one 
Lorp, and his ‘name one. 

10 All the land shall be #turned as a 
plain from Geba to Rimmon south of 
Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and 
inhabited in her place, from Benjamin’s 
gate unto the place of the first gate, unto 
the corner gate, and from the tower of 
Hananeel unto the king’s wine-presses. 

11 And men shall dwell in it, and there 
shall be no*more utter destruction ; but 
Jerusalem shall || be safely inhabited. 

12 {{ And this shall be the plague 
wherewith the Lorp will smite all the 
people that have fought against Jerusa- 
lem: Their flesh shall consume away 
while they stand upon their feet, and 
their eyes shall consume away in their 
holes, and their tongue shall consume 
away in their mouth. 

13 And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that a great *tumult from the Lorp 
shall be among them; and they shall lay 
hold every one on the hand of his neigh- 
bor, and © his hand shall rise up against 
the hand of his neighbor. 

14 And *Judah also shall fight tat Je- 
rusalem; and the ‘wealth of all the hea- 
then round about shall be gathered to- 


ZECHARIAH XIV. 


the foes of Zion. 


gether, gold, and silver, and apparel, in 
great abundance. 

15 And so shall be the plague of the 
horse, of the mule, of the camel, and of 
the ass, and of all the beasts that shall 
be in these tents, as this plague. 

16 §[ And it shall come to pass, that 
every one that is left of all the nations 
which came against Jerusalem, shall 
even °go up from year to year to worship 
the King, the Lorp of hosts, and to keep 
the feast of ‘tabernacles. 

17 And £it shall be, that whoso will 
not come up of all the families of the 
earth unto Jerusalem to worship the 
King, the Lorp of hosts, even upon them 
shall be no rain. 

18 And if the family of Egypt go not 
up, and come not, ? that have no "rain ; 
there shall be the plague wherewith the 
Lorp will smite the heathen that come 
not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. 

19 This shall be the $punishment of 
Egypt, and the punishment of all nations 
that come not up to keep the feast of 
tabernacles. 

20 4 In that day shall there be upon 
the llbells of the horses, 'HOLINESS 
UNTO THE LORD; and the pots in the 
Lorp’s house shall be like the bowls be- 
fore the altar. 

21 Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in 
Judah shall be holiness unto the Lorp 
of hosts; and all they that sacrifice shall 
come and take of them, and seethe there- 
in: Jand in that day there shall be no 
more the * Canaanite in the 'house of the 
Lorp of hosts. 





* Or, the day shall be one. { Or, eastern; Joel2;20. Ff Or, 


compassed. Or, shall abide. a Rev. 21:4. || Or, abide. 
b 1 Sam. 14:15, 20. ¢ Ezek. 38:21. * Or, thow also, O Judah, 
t Or, against. d Ezek. 39:10,17. e Isa. 66:23. f Lev. 23:33, 


etc.; Neh. 8:14, etc. g Isa. 60:12. + Heb. upon whom there is 
not, h Deut. 11:10. Or, sin. || Or, bridfoe. i Isa. 23:18 
j lea. 4:3; 36:8; Joel 3:17; Rev. 21:27; 22:16. 
6:9-1L. 1 Eph. 2: 19-22. 


kT Cor. 





7. One day—known to the Lord; that is, one 
period of time, the limits of which are known only 
to the Lord. Not day, nor night; that is, a dim 
twilight, signifying that mixture of spiritual light 
and darkness that precedes the day of millennial 
glory. At evening time it shall be light ; when 
this day of twilight closes there shall come, instead 
of darkness, a period of clear light. 

8. Living waters ; see notes, Ezek. 47: 1-12. 
Former—hinder ; see note, Joel 2: 20. 

10. Turned as a plain ; made like the plain 
of the Jordan. Geda; in the northern border of 
Judah. Rimmon; in the southern border. It 
shall be lifted up; Jerusalem shall be lifted up. 
From Benjamiw’s gate—unto the king’s wine- 
presses: see note, Jer. 31: 3840. 

14. Shall fight at Jerusalem ; as her helper. 
Gathered together; as spoil. 

15. So shall be the plague of the horse; that is, 
corresponding to the plague of its owner, ver. 12. As 
this plague ; as this plague upon the men, ver. 12. 

16. Every one that is left—shall even go up ; 
the remnant of the heathen who escape these pin 
ments shall go up annually to Jerusalem to cele- 
brate the feast of tabernacles. This is a figurative 





way of describing their conversion and incorpora- 
tion into the church, borrowed from the usage of 
(rod’s people under the Mosaic law. Leviticus 
23: 39-43. 

20, 21. Upon the bells of the horses ; inscribed 
upon them, as a sign that they are consecrated to 

od’s service. The pots in the Lord’s house ; 
employed to boil the flesh of the sacrifices. Lhe 
the bowls before the altar; that is, as holy as 
the bowls before the altar, which were used for re- 
ceiving the blood of the victims, and therefore es- 
teemed especially holy. The meaning is, that all 
things pre aptoms | with God’s service shall become 
holy. Shall be holiness unto the Lord; all 
common vessels shall become holy, and be used 
for sacrifices; in other words, every thing being 
consecrated tg God, the distinction between com- 
mon and holy things shall be done away. This in- 
timates the abolition of the Mosaic distinctions of 
clean and unclean. That sacrifice; sacrificing 
here represents the spiritual service of the Chris- 
tian church, Rom. 12:1; for literal sacrifices were 
abolished by the perfect sacrifice of Christ which 
they prefigured. Heb. 10:18. The Canaanite; 
the Canaanite is a symbol of ala = wicked 


-MALACHI. 4 


CHAPTER I. 


1 Malachi complaineth of Israel’s unkindness. 6 Of 
their irreligiousness, 12 and profaneness. 


HE burden of the word of the Lorp 
to Israel *by Malachi. 

21 have *loved you, saith the Lorp. 
Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? 
Was not Esau Jacob’s brother? saith the 
Lorp: yet I loved Jacob, - 

3 And I hated Esau, and ° laid his 
mountains and his heritage waste for 
the dragons of the wilderness. — 

4 Whereas Edom saith, We are impoy- 
erished, but we will return and build 
the desolate places ; thus saith the Lorp 
of hosts, They shall build, but I will 
throw down; and they shall call them, 
The border of wickedness, and, The peo- 
ple againstavhom the Lorp hath indig- 
nation for ever. 

5 And your eyes shall see, and ye shall 
say, The Lorp will be magnified from 
thet border of Israel. 

6 {| A son honoreth his father, and a 
servant his master: “if then I be a father, 
where 7s mine honor? andif I be a mas- 
ter, Where zs my fear? saith the Lorp of 
hosts unto you, O priests, that despise 
my name. And ye say, Wherein ° have 
we despised thy name? 

7 Ye toffer polluted bread upon mine 
altar; and ye say, Wherein have we 
polluted thee? In that ye say, ‘The 
table of the Lorp zs contemptible. 


8 And if & ye offer the blind § for 4,™;°2". 
sacrifice, 7s it not evil? and if ye offer 
the lame and sick, zs zt not evil? offer 
it now unto thy governor; will he be 
pleased with thee, or accept thy person? 
saith the Lorp of hosts. : 

9 And now, I pray you; beseech !!God 
that he will be gracious unto us: this hath 
been *by your means: "will he regard 
your persons? saith the Lorpof hosts. 

10 Who is there even among you that 
would shut the doors for ‘naught? nei- 
ther do ye kindle fire on mine altar for 
naught. I have no pleasure in you, saith 
the Lorp of hosts, neither will I accept 
an offering at your hand. 

11 For, Jfrom the rising of the sun 
even unto the going down of the same, 
my name shall be great among the *Gen- 
tiles; and in'every place ™ incense shall be 
offered unto my name, and a pure “offer- 
ing: for my name shall be great among 
the heathen, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

12 4] But ye have profaned it, in that 
ye say, The table of the Lorn zs polluted ; 
and the fruit thereof, even his meat, is 
contemptible. 

13 Ye said also, Behold, what a wea- 
riness ts it! tand ye have snuffed at it, 
saith the Lorn of hosts; and ye brought 
that which was torn, and the lame, and 
the sick; thus ye brought an offering: 
should I accept this of your hand? saith 
the Lorp. 





* Heb. by lhe hand of. a Deut. 7:7, 8; Jer. 31:3. 
9:13. ¢ Jer. 49:17,18; Ezek. 35:3, etc; Obad. 10, etc. 
upon; Heb. from upon. 4 Luke 6:36. e chap. 3:7, 8, 13. 
bring unto. f 1 Cor. 10:21. 


b Rom. 
t Or, 
$ Or, 

g Lev. 22: 20-22; Deut. 15:21. 


@ Heb. to. || Heb. the fuce of God. 
b Romi2!1); L:Pet.s17, 41-Cor. 913.. +3 Isa.69 219, 
60:3, 5. 1 John4:21,23. m Rev. 8:3. n Isa. 66:19, 20. 
whereas ye might have blown it away. 


* Heb. from your hand. 
k Isa. 
} Or, 





The house of 

Eph. 2: 19-22 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

Many distressing conflicts await God’s people, 
but he will be with them and make them victori- 
ous in all. In the darkest times there is no ground 
of despondency in respect to Christ’s church. God 
orders all things for her good, and it is his immu- 
table purpose that all nations who will not submit 
to his Son shall be destroyed by his judgments. He 
will “ overturn, overturn, overturn,” till there shall 
be no longer any distinction between the church 
and the world; for all nations “shall be holiness 
unto the Lord of hosts,” and shall consecrate to his 
service all their possessions. 


CHAPTER I. 


1. By Malachi; it is generally agreed that 
Malachi prophesied in the days of Nehemiah. The 
spirit which he everywhere rebukes is that of phari- 
saical self-righteousness, which led the people to set 
a high value upon their religious services, defective 
as they were, and to complain of the severity of 
God's dealings with them. .Of the abuses which 


men. 


he Lord; the church of 
Christ. : 





he censures, several, as the marrying of foreign 
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wives and the withholding of tithes, are expressly 
referred to in Nehemiah, and the rest would be 
naturally connected with them. : 

2,3. L loved Jacob—I hated Esau ; God con- 
trasts his undeserved love towards Jacob with his 
just judgments upon Esau; thus exhibiting his 
grace towards the one, and his justice towards the 
other. Rom. 9:13. 

7. Polluted bread ; the bread is here the flesh 
of the sacrifices. How it was polluted appears 
from ver. 8. 

9. Will he regard your persons? accept your 
offerings, or listen to your intercessions; that is, 
while you continue to serve him in such a spirit, 
and with such polluted gifts. 

10. Shut the doors for naught? that would do 
thesmallest service even in the temple without pay? 

11. For, from the rising of the sun—a pure 
offering ; as much as to say, “I will take no such 
polluted offerings; for it is my purpose that pure of- 
ferings shall be presented to me by all nations.” 

12. The table of the Lord; figuratively spo- 
ken: the table spread, as it were, for God in the 
sacrifices and offerings of the sanctuary. This 
they treated as polluted and contemptible. 


Priests and people 


oer 14 But cursed be the deceiver, 
Which* hath in his flock a male, and 
voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a 


corrupt thing: for I am a great King, 


saith the Lorp of hosts, and my name is 
dreadful among the heathen. 


CHAPTER II. 


1 He sharply reproveth the priests for neglecting their 
covenant, 11 and the people foridolatry, 14 for adul- 
tery, 17 and for infidelity. 


ND now, O ye priests, this command- 
ment is for you. 

2 If *ye will not hear, and if ye will 
not lay zt to heart, to give glory unto my 
name, saith the Lorp of hosts, I will 
even send a curse upon you, and I will 
curse your blessings: yea, I have cursed 
them already, because ye do not lay zt 
to heart. 

3 Behold, I will ¢eorrupt your seed, 
and +spread dung upon your faces, even 
the dung of your solemn feasts; and 
one’ shall take you away with it. 

4 And ye shall know that I have sent 
this commandment unto you, that my 
covenant might be with Levi, saith the 
Lonrp of hosts. 

5 My °covenant was with him of life 
and peace; and I gave them to him for 
the fear wherewith he feared me, and 
was afraid before my name. 

6 The law of truth was in his mouth, 


MALACHI II. 


sharply reproved. 


and iniquity was not found in his lips: 
he walked with me in peace and equi- 
ty, and did turn many away from ini- 
quity. 

7 For ‘the priest’s lips should keep 
knowledge, and they should seek the law 
at his mouth: for he zs the *messenger 
of the Lorp of hosts. 

8 But ye are departed out of the way ; 
ye fhave caused many to !! stumble at the 
law; ye have Scorrupted the covenant 
of Levi, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

9 Therefore have I also made you 
contemptible and base before all the 
people, according as ye have not kept 
my ways, but have *been partial in the 
law. 

10 Have "we not all one father? hath 
not one God created us? why do we 
deal treacherously every man against 
his brother, by profaning the covenant 
of our fathers ? 

11 4] Judah hath dealt treacherously, 
and an abomination is committed in Is- 
rael and in Jerusalem; for Judah hath 
profaned the holiness of the Lorp which 
he tloved, ‘and hath married the daugh- 
ter of a strange god. 

12 The Lorp will cut ‘off the man that 
doeth this, tthe master and the scholar, 
out of the tabernacles of Jacob, and him 
that offereth an offering unto the Lorp 
of hosts. 





* Or, in whose flock ts. a Deut. 28:15, etc. ft Ur, reprove. 
t Heb scatter. 4 Or, tt shall tuke you away to it, b Num. 25:12. 
13; Deut. 33: 8-10, ¢ Jer. 23:22. d Lev. 10:11, e Acts 16:17; 
2 Cor. 6:20. f 1 Sam. 2:17, 30; Luke 11:45, 46. |} Or, fall in. 








14. A male; which the law required in many 
cases. Ley. 1:3, 10. A corrupt thing ; ariel 
a victim as the law did not allow, while he had in 
his flock ‘“‘a male without blemish.” 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. When men undervalue the favors which God 
has bestowed upon them, and murmur at his deal- 
ings, it is certain that they are under the influence 
of a proud and self-righteous spirit. 

3—). That we may understand and feel the ex- 
tent of God's unmerited mercy towards us, it is 
well that we often contrast our condition with that 
of less favored nations, who are by nature no more 
undeserving of his love than ourselves. 

6-8. They who give to God their supreme love, 
will honor him with their best offerings. When 
men devote to their own use the choicest of their 
possessions, and can spare for God's cause only the 
refuse, which they would be ashamed to offer to 
an earthly ruler, it is plain that they honor them- 
selves above their Maker, and contemn his service 
and glory. Ver. 13. 

10. God can be pleased only with willing ser- 
vices. They who, in ministering at his altar, think 
more of their own private emolument than of his 
honor, have the true spirit of hirelings, and will be 
rejected, with their services, as abominable in his 


sight. Ver. 14. 


CHAPTER IT. 


i This commandment ; this charge to the 
priests with the accompanying rebukes. 





g Neh. 13:29. * Or, lifted up the face against ; Heb. accepted 
faces. b 1 Cor. 8:6, t Or, ought to love, i Ezra 4:1, 2. 
J Josh. 23:12, 13. $ Or, him that waketh, and him that answer- 
eth. 





3. Of your solemn feasts ; that is, of the vic- 
tims offered in your solemn feasts. This is a clear 
intimation that all the services of these feasts were 
abominable to God, and should be rewarded with 
ignominy instead of honor. 

4. That my covenant might be with Levi ; 
that it might be confirmed and faithfully observed 
on your part. ‘ Levi’ stands here for the family 
of Levi. 

). My covenant—of life and peace ; there is 
a reference here to the promise made to Phinehas 
for his zeal in God's cause, Num. 25: 10-13. 
Compare Deut. 33:9, 10. 

10. Have we not all one father? the prophet 
proceeds to rebuke the sin of marrying foreign 
wives, which was connected with that of putting 
away wives of Hebrew origin. Compare Neh. 
10:30; 13:23-30. He regards this, first, as a 
sin against the national covenant, ver. 10-12; 
secondly, as a sin against the repudiated Hebrew 
women. Why do we deal treacherously—by 
profaning the covenant of our fathers? the 
marriage of foreign women was an act of treachery 
against God, and against the common brotherhood 
of the Jews, who were bound to help each other in 
sustaining the covenant made with their fathers. 

12. The master and the scholar; a prover- 
bial expression, like “‘ root and branch.” See mar- 
gin, where the reference probably is to the priests 
that kept watch in the temple, and answered to 
each other's call. That ofperseh an offering ; 
that is, while he allows himself in this sin. 
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Christ’s forerunner. 


13 And *this have ye done again, cov- 
ering the altar of the Lorp with tears, 
with weeping, and with crying out, in- 
somuch that he regardeth not the offer- 
ing any more, or receiveth zt with good 
will at your hand. 

14 ff Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because 
the Lorp hath been witness between 
thee and the wife of thy youth, against 
whom thou hast dealt treacherously : 
yet is she thy companion, and the wife 
of thy covenant. 

15 And did not he make one? Yet 
had he the *residue of the spirit. And 
wherefore one? That he might seek a 
godlyt ‘seed. Therefore take heed to 
your spirit, and let none deal  treacher- 
ously against the wife of his youth. 

16 For 4the Lorn, the God of Israel, 
saith that She hateth || putting away: for 
one covereth violence with his garment, 
saith the Lorn of hosts: therefore take 
heed to your spirit, that ye deal not 
treacherously. 

17 {| Ye have * wearied the Lorp with 
your words. Yet ye say, Wherein have 
we wearied him? When ye say, Every 
one that doeth evil is good in the 
sight of the Lorp, and he delighteth in 
them; or, Where zs the God of judg- 
ment? 





a Psa, 78: 34-37. b Mat. 19:4,6 * Or, excellency. +t Heb. 


seed of God. ¢1 Cor. 7:14. £ Or, unfaithfully. 4 Deut. 24:1. 
4% Or, if he hate her, put her away; Mat. 19:8. || Heb. to put 
away. @ Isa.43:24; Amos2:13. f Luke 1:76; 7:27. g Luke 





13. Again ; perhaps with reference to the same 
sin committed under Ezra’s administration. Ezra 
9:1, 2. But some render, “This again have ye 
done ;” that is, to the sin of profaning my covenant, 
you have again added cruelty to your Hebrew wives, 
whom you have put away to rial room for heathen 
wives. Covering the altar; the altar at which 
the priests ministered is represented as covered with 
the tears and groans of their repudiated wives. 

15. Make one; that is, “one flesh,’ by the 
union of one man with one woman. The prophet 
refers to the original institution of marriage, which 
alike excluded polygamy and divorce. Gen. 2: 23, 
24. The residue of the spirit; the creative 
power remained with him, and he could have made 
more women had he seen good. A godly seed ; 
the design of the marriage institution, as originally 
established, is here given. 

16. Covereth violence with his garment ; 
that is, cloaks his violence towards his wife under 
various pretences. But some render, “ heapeth 
violence upon his garment,” garment being taken 
figuratively for wife. 

17. Every one that doeth evil—where ts the 
God of judgment? see note chap. 3: 14, 10. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

1-9. A solemn responsibility rests upon religious 
teachers and rulers. Their opportunities to do good 
or evil are great. If faithful to their Master and 
the souls of men, they may turn many from ini- 
quity; but if unfaithful, they will corrupt God’s 
worship, and cause many to stumble into perdition. 
God will call them to account for their stewardship: 
if they ise a true to their charge, he will honor 


MALACHI III. 





His majesty and grace. 
CHAPTER III. Ai Go 807. 


1 Of the messenger, majesty, and grace of Christ. 7 
Of the rebellion, 8 sacrilege, 13 and infidelity of the 
pare 16 The promise of blessing to them that 

ear ‘ 


EHOLD, ‘I will send my messenger, 
and he shall prepare the way before 
me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall 
suddenly §come to his temple, even the 
messenger of the covenant, whom ye de- 
light in: behold, he shall come, saith 
the Lorp of hosts. 

2 But who may abide the day of his 
coming? and" who shall stand when he 
appeareth ? for he zs like a 'refiner’s fire, 
and like fullers’ soap: 

3 And he shall sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver: and he shall purify 
the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold 
and silver, that they may / offer unto the 
Lorp an offering in righteousness. 

4 Then shall the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lorp, 
as in the days of old, and as in *former 
years. 

5 And I will come near to you to judg- 
ment; and I will be a swift witness 
against the sorcerers, and against the 
adulterers,* and against false swearers, 
and against those that t oppress the 'hire- 
ling in his wages, the widow, and the 
fatherless, and that turn aside the stran- 





h Mat. 25:10; Rev.6:17. i1 Cor. 3:13-15. j 1 Peter 
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them before all; butif they have betrayed his cause, 
and thus destroyed the souls of their fellow-men, 
he will make them contemptible and base in this 
world and in that which is to come. 

11. The Jews were forbidden to take wives from 
heathen nations, lest God’s service should be cor- 
rupted by the intermixture of idolatrous rites ; and 
the experience of all ages has shown that alliances 
of this kind are eminently disastrous to the cause 
of piety. When believers unite themselves with 
those who reject Christ’s gospel, they cannot rea- 
sonably hope for the blessing of a godly seed. 

13-16. Polygamy and divorce are opposed alike 
to the original institution of marriage, to domestic 
peace and purity, and to the progress of true piety; 
wherever they prevail, they bring vice and misery 
in their train. 

17. The present prosperity of the wicked has 
been in all ages a trial to the faith of God's peo- 
ple; but no true believer will allow himself to be 
seduced by it into the ways of sin: it is only they 
who have no faith in “ the God of judgment,” that 
will join themselves to the side of evil-doers. Chap. 
3:15, 16. 


CHAPTER IIL 


1. My messenger; see Mat. 11:10; Mark 
1:2; Luke 1:76. Before me; before the Messiah, 
who is “the Lord,” and the “ messenger of the 
covenant,” as the ‘ mediator of the new covenant.” 
Heb. 12: 24. 

3. Shall purify the sons of Levi; this was 
fulfilled in the spiritual priesthood which Christ 
established in their stead. 1 Pet. 2:5. 


Unfaithfulness reproved. 


A M2007. oer from his right, and fear not 
me, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

6 Forlamthe Lorp,| change not; there- 
fore * ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 

7 Y Even from the days of your fathers 
ye are gone away from mine ordinances, 
and have not kept them. »Return unto 
me, and I will return unto you, saith 
the Lorp of hosts. ° But ye said, Wherein 
shall we return ? 

8 J Willa man robGod? Yet ye have 
robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have 
we robbed thee? In 4 tithes and offerings. 

9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye 
have robbed me, even this whole nation. 

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the store- 
house, that there may be meat in my 
house, and prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lorp of hosts, if I will not open you 
the windows of heaven, and *pour you 
out a blessing, *that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it. 

11 And I will rebuke the devourer for 
your sakes, and he shall not f destroy 
the fruits of your ground; neither shall 
your vine cast her fruit before the time 
in the field, saith the Lorn of hosts. 

12 And all nations shall call you bless- 
ed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, 
saith the Lorn of hosts. 

13 J Your ‘words have been stout 
against me, saith the Lorp. Yet ye say, 


MALACHI IV. 


Blessings to the faithful. 


What have we spoken so much against 
thee ? 

14 Ye have said, It zs vain to serve God: 
and what profit 7s zt that we have kept his 
ordinance, and that we have walked 
mournfully § before the Lorp of hosts ? 

15 And now we call the proud happy ; 
yea, they that work wickedness are | set 
up; yea, they that §tempt God are even 
delivered. 

16 § Then they that feared the Lorp 
spake’ often one to another: and the 
Lorp hearkened, and heard it, and a 
book! of remembrance was written be- 
fore him for them that feared the Lorp, 
and that thought upon his name. 

17 And they shall be /mine, saith the 
Lorp of hosts, in that day when I make 
up my *jewels ;* and I will spare them, 
as a man spareth his own son that serv- 
eth him. 

18 Then shall ye return, and 'discern 
between the righteous and the wicked, 
between him that serveth God and him 
that serveth him not. 


CHAPTER IV. 


1 God’s judgment on the wicked, 2 and his blessing on 
the good. 4 He exhorteth to the study of the law, 
5 and telleth of Elijah’s coming and office. 


OR behold, the "day cometh, that shall 
burn as an oven; and all the proud, 
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be 





a Psa. 78:38, 67; Lain. 3:22. b Zech. 1:3 ¢ Mat. 23:27. 
d Neh. 13: 10-12. * Heb. empty out. e2Chron. 31:10. + Heb. 
corrupt. f{ Psa. 73:11, 12; Zeph. 1:12,  $ Heb. observation. 





14,15. It ts vain to serve God—we call the 
proud happy ; because God does rfot notice and 
reward their empty and heartless forms of religion, 
they complain that his service is vain, and represent 
him as favoring the proud and wicked. This is the 
genuine spirit of phariseeism in all ages and nations. 

16. Then ; at this very time when the ungodly 
were uttering their impious speeches. Spake 
often one to another; encouraging each other in 
God's service. 

18. Return; that is, from your delusion, and 
see that God does in reality make a difference be- 
tween the righteous and the wicked. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1, 2. The Jews earnestly desired the coming of 
their long-promised Messiah, but when he appeared 
they could not endure the searching purity of his 
doctrines, and so they rejected and crucified him. 
In like manner many now pray for the spiritual 
presence of Christ in their assemblies, who are yet 
unwilling to have those sins pointed out and ex- 
posed which hinder his coming and power. 

3, 4. God will have a spiritual priesthood, “ that 
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in right- 
eousness.” If they whom he has set over hisvisible 
church persist, like the ancient scribes and Phari- 
sees, inrejecting the truth, he will take from them the 
kingdom of God and give it toothers. Chap. 1:11. 

5. The true doctrine of Christ is opposed to all 
forms of sin, and it is only those who receive and obe 
it, that he will acknowledge as his disciples. To all 
workers of iniquity. however high their pretensions, 
he will say, “I never knew you.” Mat. 7: 23. 

8, 9. All that we have and are belongs to God. 





% Heb. tn biack. || Heb. burlt. g Psa. 95:9. h Eph. 5:19 i Rev, 
20:12, j Tit. 2:14; 1 Peter2:4. * Or, special treasure. k Isa. 
62:3. 1 Psa. 68:11. m 2 Pet. 3:10. 








When we withhold from him our full love and obe- 
dience, we are living in the practice of robbery, 
however decent may be our outward deportment. 
Thousands who have a fair name in God’s church, 
thus rob God by withholding from him the time or 
service or property which his cause demands, and 
bring upon their souls his withering curse. 

10-14. When God’s people meet him with all the 
tithes in their hands, he meets them with his abun- 
dant blessing. The reason why they so often walk 
mournfully before him for a long time and receive 
no answer, is, that they have, like Ananias and 
Sapphira, kept back part of the price. 

16. When infidelity and wickedness most abound 
in the community, then is the time for those who 
fear God to be most diligent in speaking often one to 
another, and encouraging each other in his service. 

17. God does not overlook or forget the prayers 
and labors of his faithful servants, however hum- 
ble their station. He will own every one of them 
at the last day in the presence of men and angels, 
and bestow upon them glory everlasting. 

18. Though it may seem for a season as if God 
put no difference between the righteous and the 
wicked, he will one day make an everlasting sepa- 
ration between them, such as all beings in heaven 
and hell shall well understand. 


CHAPTER IV. 


1. The day cometh, that shall burn as an 
oven; the Old Testament closes with the annun- 
ciation of a coming day of judgment, when the 
righteous shall be triumphant, and the wicked 
shall be utterly destroyed. This is one of the 


» 


The coming and 


stubble: and the day that cometh shall 
burn* them up, saith the Lorp of hosts, 
that it shall leave them neither root nor 
branch. 

2 Y But unto >you that fear my name 
shall the *Sun of righteousness arise with 
healing in his wings; and ye shall go 
forth, and 4grow up as calves of the stall. 

3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; 
for they shall be ashes under the soles 
of your feet in the day that I shall do 
this, saith the Lorn of hosts. 


MALACHI IV. 


office of Elijah. 


4 Remember ye the law of 4;™:%: 
Moses my servant, which I commanded 
unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with 
the statutes and judgments. 

5 {| Behold, I will send you °*Elijah 
the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lorp: 

6 And he shall turn the heart of the 
fathers to the children, and the heart of 
the children to their fathers, lest I come 
and smite the earth with a curse. 





a Mat. 3:12, b chap. 3:16. ¢ Luke1:78 d Hosea 14: 5-7. 





many prophecies that are progressively fulfilled 
in God’s judgments upon the wicked, and the de- 
liverances which he vouchsafes to the righteous in 
this world, but which will have their perfect fulfil- 
ment only at the last great day. 

4. Remember ye the law of Moses; as the 
revelations of the Old Testament are now closing, 
God admonishes his people to take for their direc- 
tory the law of Moses, till the Mediator of the new 
covenant shall appear. 

5). Elijah the prophet; that is, one coming 
“in the spirit and power of Elias,’ Luke 1:17. 
mee Mat. 11: I4>. 17-10-13:  Mark:9 : 11-13, 
The great and dreadful day of the Lord ; the 
day of dreadful judgment upon the wicked con- 
nected with Christ’s advent. Compare Joel 2:31. 

6. The fathers to the children; the pious 
forefathers of the Jews to their children. The 
children of Abraham are here regarded as consti- 
tuting one family through all ages. By turning 
the hearts of the children to the God whom their 
fathers served, fathers and children are united in 
holy love to God and to each other. Lest I come ; 
these words imply that the unbelief of men would 
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e Mat. 11:14; 17; 10-13. 





resist Elijah in this undertaking. The earth ; or, 
‘the land,” as the original word is often rendered. 
A curse; the awful curse which has rested on the 
land of promise and its former possessors since their 
rejection of Christ. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

The judgments of God which fall from time to 
time upon the wicked in this world, and sweep 
them away with irresistible power, are all precur- 
sors and signs of that great day of wrath when 
“the Son of man shall send forth his angels, and 
they shall gather out of his kingdom all things 
that offend, and them which do iniquity; and shall 
cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the 
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father.” Mat. 13:41-43. We have the 
words of Christ and his apostles, as well as of 
Moses and the prophets, to warn us of these com- 
ing realities. If we will remember and obey them, 
we shall sit down with Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; but if we refuse 
and rebel, we shall have our part with God's ene- 
mies in the outer darkness. 
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